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There are over 21,000 petroglyphs at Three Rivers. All of these petroglyphs were recorded by the Archaeological Society of New Mexico’s Rock Art Recording Field School. It was an extensive endeavor which took
over 6 years. Here is a small example of the petroglyphs. HOW MANY OF THEM CAN YOU FIND? The numbers correspond to the numbers on the location map on the back of the brochure.

1 - The circle and
dot motif is
prevalent at Three
Rivers. In fact,
circle petroglyphs
account for over 10
percent of the
approximately
21,400 petroglyphs.
Curiously, it is not
that common at

other Jornada Mogollon rock art sites. In Mesoamerica,
the circle and dot motif is related to Quetzalcoatl. Other
researchers suggest that the dots represent corn or a
population count.

&% 2 - Masks are used by
many cultures in their
religious ceremonies to

. Jornada Mogollon masks
§ are similar to Pueblo
i~ kachina masks. Jornada
oo

style faces and masks are
usually round, with almond
-shaped eyes and
triangular noses.

3 - Jornada rock artists
often cleverly incorporated
natural rock features into
their work. Here, a nodule
on the rock is a bighorn
sheep’s eye.

depict supernatural beings.

4 - Often, s
animals are |
abstract to
the point
that they
are not
identifiable,
but in
Jornada-
style rock
art, bighorn sheep like this one are usually
depicted realistically. The legs are bent as
though to represent motion.

5 - Animal tracks, especially mountain lion
SEsaEE and bear,
are
common
| at
& Jornada
rock art
sites.
These
animals
: may have
been attributed with supernatural powers.
Perhaps significant, this particular track
occurs with an animal apparently pierced
by an arrow.

6 - Tracks like
these are
usually
identified as
roadrunner or
turkey tracks.

7 - This image &
is probably
the best
known and
most
photographed
petroglyph at
Three Rivers.
The body of
this bighorn sheep is filled with a Mimbres-
style geometric design and is pierced by
three arrows.

8 - Sometimes
faces and

| masks are
positioned on
rocks in such
a way that
they are three
dimensional.

" The effect is
that the whole boulder has a life-like
quality.

9 - Note the
typical round
face and
almond-
shaped eyes.
This figure was 58
drawn with
earrings.

10 - Bird petroglyphs
are commonly in
association with corn
and cloud terraces,
symbolic of rain.
Here this bird is
stylized like a
thunderbird.

11 - Quadruped (four-
legged) images are
similar to those found an
Mimbres black-on-white
pottery. The body is
usually filled with
geometric designs.

There is a shade shelter along the petroglyph trail that
offers an excellent vantage point. From there, look west
to the San Andres Mountains and notice the glistening
gypsum White Sands at their southern base and the
contrasting black lava flow to the north. Beautiful Sierra
Blanca, rising to 12,003 feet, is to the east on the
Mescalero Apache Indian Reservation. If you are not
accustomed to hiking, you may not want to venture far
beyond the shade shelter. There are relatively few
petroglyphs, and no maintained trails.



