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Casamero Pueblo was first recorded by an 
archaeologist in mid-1960. A portion of the 
site and many smaller sites were reported to 
have been vandalized prior to this time. Be­
tween 1966 and 1975, most of Casamero 
Pueblo was excavated by professional ar­
chaeologists. Excavated rooms were left 
open, exposing mud and stone walls to 
deterioration by rain and snow. 

In 1976 and 1977, the Bureau of Land 
Management completely stabilized 
Casamero to prevent further deterioration 
of the walls. Once the stabilization was com­
pleted, interpretive signs were placed at the 
site describing the cultural history of the 
Chacoan Anasazi and the features present at 
Casamero. The Bureau of Land Manage­
ment restabilized Casamero Pueblo in 1986, 
replacing eroded mortar and loose stones. 

Casamero Pueblo is fenced to keep live­
stock and vehicles from disturbing the site. 
The site is closed to vehicles. A parking lot 
is provided along McKinley County Road 19 
for visitor use. In 1984, the site was closed to 
mineral leasing or extraction for a 20-year 
period. The Bureau of Land Management 
monitors the site to assess any changes in the 
site's condition. 

The World Heritage emblem symbol­
izes the interdependence of cultural 
and natural properties; the square is 
form created by humankind and the 
circle represents nature, the two being 
intimately linked. The emblem is 
round like the world and at the same 
time it is a symbol of protection. 

Casamero (along with Chaco Culture Na­
tional Historical Park and six other outliers), 
is included on the World Heritage List. This 
a list of world-class cultural and natural 
properties maintained by the United Nations 
Education, Scientific, and Cultural Or­
ganization (UNESCO). Under this designa­
tion, the Bureau of Land Management has 
set aside the 160 acres containing Casamero 
for the preservation of the cultural values. 

CHACOAN LEGISLATION 

Congress passed Public Law 96-550, 
Chacoan Legislation, in 1980 to protect 
Chacoan resources within the San Juan 
Basin. Although Casamero was not included 
as one of the original 33 sites designated in 
the Chaco Archaeological Protection Site 
System, it has been nominated for inclusion. 

RESOURCE PROTECTION 

How You Can Help 
Vandalism permanently destroys the prehistoric 
record which can only be found in the remains left 
behind by their makers. It is a crime to steal or 
destroy cultural resources on Federal or State land. 
The Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 
1979 makes stealing and vandalizing antiquities on 
Federal lands a felony, with penalties of up to 
$100,000 and/or 5 years imprisonment. 

Fight Vandalism. Cultural resources need your 
help. Join the fight to protect artifacts and sites by 
reporting acts of theft or vandalism. Provide all the 
information you can as to time, location, license 
plate number, descriptions, etc. No amount of in­
formation is too little. Sometimes a single clue will 
lead to the arrest and conviction of a thief or vandal. 
Do not attempt to confront or apprehend the 
violator. Leave this to professional law enforce­
ment personnel. 

If you see or know of any vandalism to cultural 
resources, contact the nearest BLM office or you 
nearest Crime Stoppers number. 

United States Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 

Rio Puerco Resource Area 
435 Montano NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87107-4935 
(505) 761-8704 

Be a Volunteer. The Bureau of Land Manage­
ment is looking for individuals or groups to help 
monitor and patrol cultural resources under its 
jurisdiction. If you are interested, contact the 
nearest BLM office. 
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