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HAZARDOUS

WASTES

THE PUBLIC LANDS

AND YOUR SAFETY
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ABOUT THE
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

manages over 261 million acres of public land,

primarily in the 11 Western States and Alaska.

These lands provide the public with many

resources — raw materials for the energy we

depend on and products we buy; food for

livestock; habitat for wildlife; and scenic

open spaces for hiking, picnicking,

camping, hunting, and fishing. Despite

being the Nation's largest land

management agency, the BLM cannot

monitor day-to-day activities on all

261 million acres. Because of this

vast acreage, public lands are

sometimes a target for illegal

activities, such as clandestine drug

labs or hazardous waste dumping.

In the interest of safety, this

brochure describes what should

be done if suspicious substances

or containers are found on

public lands.

WHAT ARE
HAZARDOUS WASTES?

Hazardous wastes are byproducts of our modern

economy. They are leftovers from the manufac
turing of many of the things we use at home, at

work, in school, or outdoors. If not handled

properly, materials such as used motor oil,
leftover fertilizer or pesticides, used cleaning

fluids, and unused paint can all become

hazardous waste.

Hazardous wastes come in many forms—that is

liquids, solids, or gas. They are materials that can
be harmful to humans or the environment when

not handled properly. Hazardous wastes are

generally toxic, corrosive, ignitable, or explosive.

Toxic

Can make people or animals sick

Corrosive

Can eat through metal, leather,

wood, or cloth and damage the skin or eyes

Ignitable

Can burst into flames

^  Explosive
% *

Can explode under certain ^
conditions




