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The Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) manages over 270 million acres
of public land, primarily in the 11
western states and Alaska. These

lands provide the American public
with many resources — minerals for
industry, food for livestock, wildlife
habitat, and scenic open spaces for
hiking, picnicking, camping, hunting

Campers, hikers, fishers, hunters and others who
use public lands must be aware of hazardous wastes
they could come upon.

and fishing. As the Nation's largest
land management agency, the Bureau
of Land Management is also respon
sible for the health and safety of those
who use the public land.

This brochure provides information
about the potential for hazardous
wastes being found on public land. It
also describes what people encounter
ing suspicious substances should do
to provide for their safety and to help
assure proper responses to the hazard
potential posed by the material.

What are hazardous wastes?

Hazardous wastes are byproducts
of our modem economy. They
are what is left over from the

manufacturing of many of the
things we use in our homes, at
work, in school or things we use
while we enjoy the outdoors. If
not handled properly, the oil
drained from your car, leftover
fertilizer or pesticides, used
cleaning fluids, chemicals used in
the production of medicines, and
unused paint in cans all can be
hazardous waste: and the list

goes on.

Hazardous wastes come in many
forms. They can be either liquid,
solid or gas. They are materials
which can be harmful to humans

or the environment when not

— """

Hazardous wastes often result from household

cleaning agents, fertilizers, car oil and other
ordinary household items.




