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Wild Bunch Partners 
In 2008, the Disappointment ".ild Bulllh P.tnner 
was formed to work with the BL\I on behalf of thl' 
Spring Creek Basin V\ild hor e herd. :\Iemlx·r, include 
representatives from the Colorado ( h.i · ·r of :.h , 
National Mustang Association, Sat. Ju. 1 :\lo11m.1in' 
Association, and the Four Corner~ . ui :\ It>a \ hd,~ 
Chapters of the Back Country H or nen. 

Group members work to document the herd. reclaim 
old roads, maintain fences, control t mari,k and Other 
weeds, and help educate the publil bout wild hoN~'. 
lVIembers also encourage alternati\ • undup method, 
and are working \\ith the BLl\I to r. ,hJ.r. e \\ .:uer our e 
for the horses. 

Contact Information 
The Spring Creek Basin H erd :\Ian .. _ • .1 ·L . \re,1 i 
managed by the Bureau of Land :\ L L ~en e. ,,i1h 
support from the follo"ing organizati m': 

National i\Iustang Association. Colorado ( h pter 
18501 Road], Cortez, CO 81321 
(970) 564-8+00, sp1ingcreeh.\,ild.\\-ordpre .c m 

San Juan \ lountain . \ ''ociation 
PO Box 2261 . Durango. CO 81302 
970 385-12 10. \\\n\:·:ima.org 

1"i1ur Corner-. Back C.1 UIHI) Hor'l'llWn 

W\\'\\.+chch.or~ 

:\k a \ i:rd1· BaLk C umn Hor,cnwn 
P.O. Bvx812. Cortez. CO 31321 
'' W\\.lllt>:l\ crdehor,em n.com 

l·t rm lfe information about h ;)rin~ Creek B.1 in 
re.L (Olll.l t the Dolore PubliL L,nd' Ollice .u Cl /I) 

882- /~( . 

BL\1 map- of rhe arc.1. re .1,·aibbk .tt 1110,t BL\l office 
,md mtt-t'um in Colorado. includin~ rho e d ,e,t o the 
H:\L\ in Dohm· . Durango and :\Iomr i-t·. 

Thi, brochure wa, de, doped and funded in partner hip 
\\ 1ih •he Di appoimmem \ \.ilcl Bunrh P.mner . OrUn. i 
cle,i~n b~ TJ Holme'. 



Welcome to Spring Creek Basin 
The 1971 Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act provide' 1l>r rhc management. prorcnion and rnntrol of unbranded 
and unclaimed horses and burros on public lands administen·d by the Bureau of Land ;.. Ianagemcm and the L. . Forest 
Service. Under the terms of this Act, these two agencies arc d1arged ''ith managing · · hor~e and burrn~ in a manner that 
is designed to maintain a thriving natural ecological balance 111 the public lands.·· 

Spring Creek Basin Herd Managem•·nt Area is one of four herd management areas (HMAs in Colorado and l'O\·ers 
about 22,000 acres of rolling salt-dc o.;ert shrub and pinon-juniper hills in the southwestern portion of the ~tate . The basin's 
namesake Spring Creek is a seasonal drainage that flows out if the eastern ridges through the basin to the \\·est side of the 
HMA on its way to Disappointmrnt Creek. 

The HMA is located in Disappointment Valley on Colorado·. Western Slope bct\·vccn Nonvood and Dove Creek. ~atural 
barriers such as cliffs and ridges are supplemented 'Aiith fencing to define the HMA and control horse movement. The 
McKenna Peak Wilderness Study Arca (WSA) overlaps 29 percent of the southeastern portion of the HMA and continues 
on about nine miles east of the HMA boundary. 

HMA Details 

Elevation in the I-L.1V1A 
ranges from 6,200 
feet to 7 ,400 feet. 
Prim~ts. 
fur the horses include 
Indian ricegrass, 
Salina wildrye, green 
rabbitbrush, black 
sagebrush, galleta 
grass, winterfat, 
greasewood, four-
wing saltbush, needle­
and-thread grass and 
shadscale. This area 
also provides habitat 
for mule dee1~ elk, 
pronghorn antelope, 
bald and golden eagles, 
peregrine falcons, 
coyotes, prairie dogs, 
snakes, black bears and 
mountain lions. 

Adoption 
Every spring, colts an<l fillies are born into bands within 
the Spring Creek Basin. To keep the herd at a level that 
can be supported by the range, gathers are periodically 
conducted to remove excess horses. Appropriate herd 
levels are determined by the resources in the area. 
Gathered horses are either offered for adoption locally or 
from a short-term holding facility in Canon City, Colo. 

BLM manages for a population of 35 to 65 adult 
horses within the Spring Creek HMA to ensure healthy 
rangelands and healthy horses. 

Horses 11 years and older are either sold or sent to long­
term pastures. All other horses are adopted locally or 
sent to Canon City where they are offered for adoption, 
or sent to long-term pastures. 

Information on adopting a wild horse is available from: 
Dolores Public Lands Office, 292 11 Hwy 184 
Dolores, CO 81323, (970) 882-7296 
or 
Royal Gorge Field Office, 3028 E. Main St. 
Canon Cit); CO 81212, (719) 269-8539 
or 
The national information line at (866) 468-7826 
www.blm.gm·/ adoptahorse/ 

American Legends 
Legend say- that in rh<' early 1900s, a rancher from 
Montana came to Di appointment Valley with a herd 
of stolen horse . Hr raised the horses to sell to the U.S. 
Cavalry and other groups. When the law began to close 
in on him, he gathered some of his horses and quickly 
left the area. Local ranchers subsequently managed 
the remaining hor. es by culling undesirable horses 
and adding their mm stock. The BLM now manages 
the herd in Spring Creek Basin under the Wild Free­
Roaming Horse and Burro Act of 1971. 

Genetic testing shO\\. l hat most of the horses in the 
Spring Creek HM.I\ descend from Morgans and 
Thoroughbreds. Hor <·s are periodically introduced to 
the Spring Creek Basin from other HMAs to maintain 
genetic diversity. 
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Visit With Respect 
Please be a good neighbor when traveling through this 
area, which is home to wild hor ·e as well as a wide 
variety of birds and other wildlife. 

• Leave No Trace of your visit. 

• For your safety and the safety of the wild horses, 
please keep a safe distance. Observe horses from a 
distance THEY consider safe. If an animal's behavior 
changes noticeably, you are too close. If you disrupt 
their behavior and cause them to flee, you are too 
close. You can use binoculars, potting scopes and 
telephoto lenses to get a belter Yiew. 

• Water is a precious commodity in this desert 
landscape, and is limited in both quantity and quality. 
Please do not camp within + mile of \rnter sources, 
or disturb the horses when they are drinking or 
headed to water. 

• Leave cultural and historical objects for the next 
person to find and e~joy. 

• Motorized vehicle use in the area is limited to 
designated, maintained roads. 

• Do not tr~,spass on private or state land. Access to 
these lands is by permission only. Between County 
Road l9Qand the herd area boundary, County 
Road K20E crosses exclusively through private land; 
please stay on the road. 

• Cattle graze within the herd area by permit between 
Dec. l and Feb. 28. 

• Pets can increase stress on wildlife and horses, so 
please keep your pet(s) under leash or voice control at 
all times. 

• Don't touch or feed wild horses. They are wild and 
must remain so. Also, don't chase horses or behave 
in any way that might be seen as harassment; this is 
illegal. 
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• If you bring saddle or pack animals to a HMA, do 
not allow tl1em to run loose or mix with the wild 
horses. Diseases common in domestic horses are 
easily transmitted to vvi.ld horses, which may have a 
lower resistance. 

Where To Find Wild Horses 
During the spring, when the grass is somewhat 
abundant, look for the horses on the east side of the 
range and along the northeastern hills. In the summer 
and fall, the horses are more visible in the open areas of 
the range. 

Please observe safe viewing practices by staying on 
established roads and keeping an eye on the weather. 
We suggest staying out of the HMA when rain or snow 
is imminent. Moisture can cause roads in the HMA to 
be very slippery, and flash floods can cause roads that 
cross arroyos to become impassable. 

Be sure to carry plenty of water and be prepared for 
sunny and windy conditions. 

Vehicle Access To Spring Creek Basin 
The main entrance to the Spring Creek Basin Herd 
Management Area is from San Miguel County Road 
(CR) l 9Q, also known as Disappointment Road, 
from the west side of the basin. Vehicles cross private 
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Spring Creek Basin Wild Horse 
Herd Management Area (HMA) 

property along CR I 9Qand between l9Qand the 
HMA's boundai:: \ ·chicles are required to stay on 
designated road. \\"ithin the HMA. Off-road driving is 
prohibited throu houl the entire HMA. 

Driving Directions 
Froni Dove Creek Colorado: About two miles 
northwest of Dove Creek, turn north (right) onto 
Colorado Highway 141. Drive about 35 miles and cross 
Disappointment Valley to Road l 9Q on the northeast 
side of the valley, then turn right and drive south 5 
miles on 19Qto Road K20E and turn east ~eft). From 
there drive three miles to the herd area boundary 

From Montrose: Drive south on U.S. Highway 550 
to Ridgway. Turn west (right) on Colorado Highway 62, 
which becomes Colorado Highway 145 where it comes 
out from Telluride. Continue on 16 miles past Norwood 
and turn south (left) on Colorado Highway 141.Just 
west of Gypsum Gap, turn south: (left) onto Road l9Q 
Drive about five miles and turn east (left) onto Road 
K20E. Drive three miles to the herd area boundary. 


