
Where Can I Travel? 

SLM has three des·g, at1ons ·or o·i-H ighway-Ve­
hicle (OHV) use. Open areas permit riders to travel 
cross country. Limited areas permit use only on desig­
nated trails. Closed areas prohibit use of motorized 
vehicles. Rabbit Valley is a LIMITED area. 

To ensure protection of highly erosive soils and 
scenic resources in Rabbit Valley, OHV use (including 
4 wheel drive vehicles, ATVs, motorcycles and moun­
tain bikes) is limited to se only on designated trails 
identified with a white arrow on brown carsonite posts. 

Marked single-track ro •es are open to motorized 
vehicles less.than 40" in id h. Four-wheel drive and 
all-terrain vehicles are permitted on desig .ated two 
track routes (see map o ev·erse). 

Areas NOT identified with white arrow signage 
are CLOSED to motorized and mechanized 

vehicle travel. 

Pledge to tread lig tly by -
T raveling only where o o ized and mecha ized ve­

hicles are permitted. 
Respecting the rights o~ ' ikers , ca pers, a d o·hers 

to enjoy their activi ies ndis'" rbed. 
Educating yourself by ob ai, i. g Trave · aps and 

regulations from public age cies, co.: plyi g with 
signs and barriers and as ing 1: ners' permission to 
cross private property. 

A voiding streams, meadO'.ovs, mudd; roads a d rails, 
steep hillsides, and '/I i'e a d livestock. · 

Driving responsibly to pro· ec· t e envi ~onme • and 
preserve opportunities· e ·oy you ve icle on wild 
lands. 

Public Land Watch 

Protecting Public La sis e e-:y ,e's respo sibil­
ity. Many organizations are Jor ing tirelessly ·a en­
hance public recreation a d expa d educational op­
portunities in Rab~it Va ley. They assist the B 1reau of 
Land Management in ;:ia~roll ing and protecting the 
area. Be considerate of the efforts of the ~ useum of 
Western Colorado, the Colorado Plateau fvlountain 
Bike Trail Association, the Motorcycle Trai! Riding 
Association, and the Sierra Club. 

Rabbit Valley 
Research Natural Area 
and Interpretive Trail 

Located just north of 1-70 at the Rabbi Valley exit 
is.a dinosaur quarry managed in cooperation with the 
Museum of Western Colorado. ltcontinuesto be a site 
of many very signifcant fossil finds. The uTrail 
Through Time" here gives you an opportunity to see 
fossils in their natural state. Please remember that 
fossil collecting is prohibited by law in this area. 

McDonald Creek 
Cultural Resource Area 

Rabbit Valley's McDo aid Creek Canyon con­
tains a high concentration of rock art. The canyon has 
been set aside to allow visitors to experience this 
setting as it was when it was inhabited by prehistoric 
peopl.e. Special regulations have been placed on this 
area to protect the cultural resources. The area is 
closed to camping and motorized use. 

Kokopelli's Mountain Bike Trail 

This trai l, named after the Hopi magical flute 
player, winds . 37 iles through desert sands' e and 
shale canyons linking Grand Junction, Colorado to 
rv oab, Utah. The adventu ous nature of this rail 
requ ires users ·o be cautious, personal ly responsible, 
and self-su"icient. You'll see Kokopell i's trail sig s as 
you travel through Rabbit Valley. 

Rabbit's Ear Trail 

his 2 1/2 mile hik'ng tail climbs 700 eet ·o one 
of the most impressive vistas in the G and Va!iey. 
Fro . its terminus overlooki g the Colorado Rive , 
,ikers are welco ed by an awe inspiring, pano amic 

view stretching fro m the Grand Mesa o he LaSal 
1Jountai s in Utah. 

For more information contact the BLM's Grand 
Junction Field Office at 2815 H Rd., Grand 

Junction, CO 81506, (970)244-3000. 
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Rabbit 
Valley 
Recreation 
Management 
Area 

Located off Exit #2 off l-70 . 
30 miles 1est of Grand Junction 



Welcome to 
Rabbit Valley 

Recreation 
Management 

Area 

BLM's mission is to preserve a d protect the 
Public Lands while providing ·or 1 axim um public 
good.To do this, the BLM folio\ s pri 1cip les of multiple­
use management, accommodati g a variety of uses, 
with different emphases depending o the_ land re­
sources involved. Possible ses include domestic 
livestock grazing, energy and inerals production, 
rights-of-way, wildlife habitat, wild horses, wilderness 
preservation, and recreation. 

Some areas are more heavi ly used for recreation 
because of the variety of opportunities they offer. In 
Colorado such areas make up only about 1 S percent 
of the Public Lands but well over half of all recreation 
use occurs on them. Because of their importance to 
tl1e nation and region, BLM spends more time admin­
istering these areas, designating them as Recreation 
Management Areas. Rabbit Valley is one of these. · 
Actions here are geared to protect these outstanding 
resources wh!le providing recreation opportunities 

Outdoor Manners 
Here are some simple tips to follow to make sure 

that Rabbit Valley is the same or better than you found· 
it and that others can have an enjoyable experience. 

0 Pack out what you pack in, Don't expect others or 
the BLM to pick up after you. Encourage others to 

. keep a clean camp by doing more than your share 
to rid the Publi c Lands of Jitter. 

• Camp in designated areas. Three developed 
campgrounds are available in Rabbit Valley which 
you are encouraged to use instead of an undevel­
oped site. Backcountry visitors should camp at 
least i 00 feet from water sources and away from 
other groups. The maxim m s ay for BLM camp­
sites is 7 days. Camping is NOT permitted within 
the McDonald Creek Cultural Resource Area. 

• Properly dispose of human waste. Restrooms 
are available at all t 1ree camping areas and at.the · 
staging area parking lot near he entrance to Rabbit 
Valley. Porta-johns are reco mended for dis­
persed car campi g. Bae country users should 
bury human waste i a hole 6 - 12 inches deep 
located · 100 yards fro streams, campsites and 
other use areas. Toilet paper should be placed in 
a small plastic bag and put into your camp trash 
bag. 

0 BE CAREFUL WITH FIRES! Firepans are re­
quired outside o developed campgrounds. Use 
only dead and down wood for campfires. Standing 
trees provide habitat for wildlife. ever leave your 
fire unattended! Fires are NOT permitted within 
the·McDonald Creek Cultural Resource Area. 

~ Preserve our fragile historic and cultural heri­
tage. Historic structu es and arttfacts on Public 
Lands belong to all of us. Federal laws prohibit 
damage to or collection of any object of antiquity 
such as petroglyphs, arrowheads, flint chippings, 
remains of ancient dwell ings and walls, pottery, log 
cabins and other historic structures. Please leave 
artifacts and fossils in their natural state for others 
to discover and enjoy. 

0 Respect wildlife. T e vildlife community here is 
typical of the lower elevations of the lntermountain 
West. Please be sensitive to the disturbance your 
activities cause to the wildlife. Watch wildlife from 
a safe distance. Do no feed or chase the wildlife. 
Keep a clean camp so insects, birds, and other 
animals are not attracted to camping areas. · · 

0 Respect the rights and property of others: 
Protect buildings, fences, signs, gates, water de­
velopmen s, and picnicking and camping areas. 
Others depe d o t' ese lands for recreational 
enjoyme, t or eve t ei llvelihood. 

" Obtain permiss ion to enter privately-owned 
land. The Pu lie La .ds in Colorado are often 
fragmenteci a 'ld 2.ccess to them can be difficult. 
Check yo p:an e ' access routes well in advance 
of your o 1:i ~' ds:e , ·re the ownership status of 
any land yo pla., o en:e , and leave the area as 
you found it, i cl' d':-19 all ates. 

0 Handle firearms safely. Observe all rules for 
firearms safety . Disc' .arge firearms only outside 
developed re e::itio sites where others will not be 
endangere . 

• Listen to and respect the silence. Many people 
travel tot' e Pu' Ii Lands to get away from noise. 
Please keep j• turr.ea 'own! Quiet hours at devel­
oped campsites are ::ietween i 0 pm and 6 am. 

Drinking Water 

BE SURE TO CARRY PLENTY OF WATER 
W!THYOU. THEREARENODEVELOPEDWATER 
SOURCES IN RABBIT VALLEY. It is not uncommon 
to consume four quarts on a hot day, so plan ahead 
fo r your needs. 

Even clear, cold, running water that looks, smells, 
and tastes good can be infected with a microscopic 
animal (Giardia lamblia) that causes Giardiasis. If 
you drink natural water, treat it first. The most 
effective treatment is to boil it vigorously for at least 
five minutes. 
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II Hiking 

*Horseback travel is allowed on all open routes except in des· 
ignated campgrounds, and the 'Trail Through Time". 
Horseback travel is NOT recommended on the "Rabbit's Ear 
Trail" or the "McDonald Creek Trail" due to natural barriers. 

e "Parallel Trail" starting at the main entrance, heading southwest, on 
and off roads and ending in Utah. This trail gets more difficult as it 
goes into Utah. 

Q "Tina's Hill Trail" start" east of main entrance, heads south, then 
cast, and cloarl -r·rnd·; at private property with a beautiful view to the 
south. Tl1 A sm:onrl half 1s lntermodiato trail 

Q "!Jlld Tr.1 11" " tmt s In the opu 11 area and loops back towards the main 
(lfl lrd.llC: M. 

0 "Al's lr rn l" ~ t a rts at Tr ail 'i amt connects wilh lrontage road back to 
mnln nlranco. A less d1lllcull tra il. 

A "Brian'~ Trail" connects the main road to Kokopell i's Trail road. Easily 
V accessible from Trail 2. 

fj Small Open Play Area - Family recreation area with a sma_ll track. 

Q "Rim Trail'' starts on the ridge oft of Trail 4. It goes down onto a 
bench above the river. Part of the trail is very sanely. Great views of 
the river and Mee Canyon. BE AWARE, seasonal closures may be in 
effect from March 15 lo July 1 on the eastern sections of the trail for 
nesting peregrine falcons. 


