About the Herd

Bays, blacks, sorrels and browns are dominant in
the Piceance-East Douglas HMA. There is also a
good mixture of grays, roans and pintos.

Most horses range from 14 to 15 hands and weigh
between 800 to 1,000 pounds.
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Gontact information

White River Field Office
220 East Market St.

Meeker Colorado 81641

(970) 878-3800
www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/wrfo.html
or
National Wild Horse and Burro Program
(800) 417-9647
www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov

BLM/CO/GI-10/007
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he Piceance-East Douglas Herd
Management Area (HMA) in Colorado is one
of four wild horse HMAss in the state. The
White River Field Office manages the area in
the Bureau of Land Management’s Northwest
Colorado District. The BLM is committed to
maintaining a healthy wild horse herd over the

long-term as part of our multiple-use mission.

Under the authority of the 1971 Wild Free-
Roaming Horses and Burros Act, BLM manages
and protects wild horses and burros as part of its
overall multiple-use mission. The Bureau works to
ensure that population levels are in balance with
rangeland resources and other uses of the public
lands. Wild horses have virtually no predators and
can double in population about every four years
if they are not properly managed. As part of our
multiple-use mission, we are mandated to protect
habitat to support wild horses. Periodically, the
field office gathers and removes excess horses
from the range to prevent or reduce stress on the
land. These gathers are important to maintaining
healthy rangelands.

Herd Management Area Details

The 190,130-acre Piceance-East Douglas HMA was
designated in 1980 and is southwest of Meeker and
east of State Highway 139. The BLM considers this
area to be the most suitable area for wild horses
throughout the White River Field Office. The
Piceance-East Douglas HMA has a good balance of
winter and summer ranges, and is large enough to
support horses at a genetically viable level. In 1997,
the Piceance-East Douglas HMA was expanded

by 30,000 acres. Since then, the field office has
increased the appropriate management level by
more than 65 percent to manage for a wild horse
herd of 135 to 235 animals.




Visit With Respect

® Leave No Trace of your visit.

® DPlease keep a safe distance and observe wild
horses from a distance they consider safe. If
an animal’s behavior changes noticeably, you
are too close. If you disrupt their behavior
and cause them to flee, you are too close. Use
binoculars, spotting scopes and telephoto
lenses to get a better view.

e Water is a precious commodity in this dry
landscape, and it is limited in both quantity and
quality. Please do not camp within % mile of
water sources, or disturb the wild horses when
they are drinking or headed to water.

e Leave cultural and historical objects for the
next person to find and enjoy. It’s illegal to
remove cultural and historical objects from
public lands.

® Please respect the private land found within the
Piceance-East Douglas HMA.

e Pets can increase stress on wildlife and wild
horses, so please keep your pet(s) under leash
or voice control at all times.
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® Don’t try to touch or feed wild horses. They are
wild and must remain so.

® Don’t chase horses or behave in any way that
might be seen as harassment; this is illegal.

e Motorized vehicle use in the area is limited to
existing roads and trails.

Driving Directions

Travel 19 miles north of Rifle on State Highway
13 to County Road 5 (Piceance Creek Road).
From CR 5, take cither CR 24 (Ryan Gulch) or
CR 20 (Duck Creek). Or, from the west take
either CR 27 (East Douglas) or CR 128 (Tommy’s
Draw) from State Highway 139.

The county roads within the Piceance-East
Douglas HMA are packed gravel and dirt that can
be navigated by a two-wheel drive vehicle, but
snow and rain can cause them to become difficult
or impassable at times. Four-wheel drive vehicles
are recommended during inclement weather.
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Spring & Summer

In the spring, view wild horses at lower elevations
in places such as Barcus Creek, 84 Mesa, Pinto
Mesa, and along Yellow Creek. In the summer,
herds will migrate to higher elevations up to the
Cathedral Bluffs.
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Winter

In the winter, herds will concentrate on the wind-

swept ridges and southern-exposed slopes of the
Piceance-East Douglas HMA.

Best Viewing

Look for wild horses in the areas of 84 Mesa,
Pinto Mesa, Duck Creek, and Barcus Creek by
using the listed county roads. You can also see
wild horses in Greasewood Gulch along the
Cathedral Bluffs Road (CR 103).



	BLM-Piceance East Douglas HMA Page 0
	BLM-Piceance East Douglas HMA Page 1
	BLM-Piceance East Douglas HMA Page 2

