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Directions

The Mike Thompson Wildlife Area South Spit Humboldt
Bay (South Spit) and Lighthouse Ranch is a 20-minute
scenic drive from either Fortuna or Eureka. Take Hwy
101 to the Hookton Road exit. Follow Hookton Rd west
for 5 miles (it turns into Table Bluff Road) and stop at
Lighthouse Ranch for a picnic or an historic interpretive
walk. Continue along Table Bluff Road to reach the 4.5
mile South Spit for fishing, beachcombing and wildlife.

Successful Partnership

The South Spit is jointly managed by the Bureau of
Land Management, California Department of Fish and
Wildlife, and the County of Humboldt. Many additional
cooperators, including the Wiyot Tribe, Coastal
Conservancy, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
have worked together in making improvements and
providing public access.

Lighthouse Ranch

Lighthouse Ranch played a critical role in Humboldt
County history. Beginning in 1892, the Table Bluff
lighthouse was erected on the 75-foot bluff. For many
years, lighthouse keepers tended the light that made
ship navigation into Humboldt Bay safer and easier.
By 1987, the tower was moved to Woodley Island
where you can still see it today.

During World War II barracks were erected and the
military used the bluff as a coastal lookout and radio
station to monitor potential enemy activity.

In 1969, Ken Smith, a Christian pastor, bought the
station and named it “Lighthouse Ranch.” A gospel
outreach commune formed, and for three decades

as many as 200 youth lived on the bluff. By 1996,
the ranch fell into disrepair and the state donated
the seven acres to the BLM in 2012. Discover the
unique history of Lighthouse Ranch on the 1/2 mile

interpretive walk that begins at the kiosk.

Changing Landscape

Much of the vegetation you see covering the South
Spit is not native. European beach grass (ammophila)
was planted in 1901 to stabilize the sand on the north
spit along the networks of lumber railroads. The Latin
name ammophila means "sand-loving" as the grass
thrives on dune habitat. This grass spreads by deep,
tough, buried stems (rhizomes) and forms dense,
continuous stands.

European beachgrass traps blowing sand and does not

allow it to continue through the dunes system, causing

dune stabilization. Sand movement is a critical part of

the dynamic dune system and over stabilization creates

an unnatural condition on the dunes. The thick stands
that it forms crowd out native plants.

As part of an ongoing, yearly partnership the
California Conservation Corps (CCC) has removed
European beach grass along the South Spit with their
hands and shovels. Although labor intensive, hand

pulling beach grass to restore native dune habitat is the

most effective method. The best way to see the results

,;bf all their hard work is from Table Bluff.
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Native Dune Plant: Beach Layia

Homeland of the Wiyot

The Wiyot people have lived around Humboldt Bay
and within the redwood region for over one thousand
years moving seasonally from and to the South Spit
which they know as Bimurr. Traditionally, Wiyot
people established villages, camps, and activity areas on
Bi'murr where they could gather and process a variety
of resources such as clams, marine snails, fish, eels, sea
mammals, occasional beached whales, other food items,
and basketry materials. Driftwood and logs that washed
up on the beaches were used to make houses and canoes.
Trails connected to the bay, with its canoe access from
the mainland, to Bi’murr and south to Table Bluff and
the Eel River. Wiyot people are very much a part of the
local community where they raise their families, work in
the area, and use their skills and knowledge to protect
the resources their ancestors valued.
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Western Snowy Plover

The Western Snowy Plover is a rare bird that makes its
nest in the sand from March to September. Its small
speckled eggs are difficult to see. You may see fenced
- areas with sxgns reading, * Temporary closure for
! owy’ﬁfavem These areas protect the plovers and
nest from predators and :
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