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The National Landscape Conservation Sytem

The public lands under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) have been referred
to in many ways - "wildlandsi"?esource Iandsi"'public domaini"'land reserve,"and even the'tommonsi'
Each of these names captures a bit of what characterizes these lands. But within the millions of acres of
public lands BLM administers are areas that transcend these titles because oftheir special values, setting
them apart from other any place you've ever been.

Ten years ago, in 2000, by order of the Secretary of the lnterior,
these special public Iands received an official status and a
fitting title: the "National Landscape Conservation SystemJ'

The System was established "to conserve, protect and
restore nationally significant Iandscapes recognized for their
outstanding cultural, ecological, and scientific values."

The System currently encompasses more than 880
special areas, and includes National Monuments, National
Conservation Areas, Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas,

Wild and Scenic Rivers, National Historic and National Scenic Areas, Outstanding Natural Areas, and
Forest Reserves. These diverse areas are characteristic of the diversity of the West itself - from coastal

trails to mountain wilderness and from desert dunes to broad valleys.

Here in California, there are more public land units in the National Landscape Conservation System

than any other State. That should come as no surprise to anyone familiar with California's geographic

diversity. ln fact, these special places may have been among those the late Woody Guthrie was thinking
aboutwhen he wrote,"This Land isYour Land"-

"This land is your land, this land is my land, from California...."
"From the redwood forest..."
"l saw below me a golden valley..."
"To the sparkling sands of her diamond deserts..."
"The fog was lifting..."

All ofthese areas described are found on National Landscape Conservation System units administered by

BLM in California:

. California Coastal National Monument's internationally renowned vistas

. Headwaters Forest Reserve! ancient redwood forest

. Carrizo Plain National Monument's valley blanket of golden flowers

. California Desert Conservation Area! diamond deserts

. King Range National Conservation Areat foggy bluffs

. and more than l Oo other special public land areas in California.

Conserving and managing these and other significant landscapes is a tremendous responsibility, and

BLM-California is privileged to work with countless partners, friends groups, and volunteers to achieve

these important goals.

As the song says, "This land was made for you and me" and together we can ensure these areas

within the National Landscape Conservation System remain truly special places for our children and
grandchildren to always enjoy.
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