Panamint Daisy is a rare species
that only grows on the west side of
the Panamint Range. Flower stems
can be over 3 ft talll We were lucky
to find this particular specimen
growing in the dry streambed. They
usually grow on talus slopes too
steep to climb.

Hiking up Surprise Canyon Stream

Panamint Mountain Range
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Surprise Canyon definitely lives up to its
name, with its unexpected greenery and
gushing waterfalls. This canyon is an
oasis surrounded by the rugged, desert
badlands of the Panamint Mountains.

There is no way to keep your feet dry here.

Panamint City, located at the upper end of
the canyon, was a silver mining town that
flourished from 1872 to 1876. People
drove two-wheel drive vehicles up to
Panamint City before a major flood
scoured the canyon down to bedrock.
Now a series of steep waterfalls creates a
challenging 13 mile roundtrip hike with an
elevation gain of about 3400 ft.
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The stream is fed by 2 large springs,
Brewery Spring in Death Valley N.P. and
Limekiln Spring on BLM. Limekiln Spring is
covered with lush wild grapes, mosses, and
ferns. Collared lizards scamper among the
rocks, and Panamint alligator lizards
scramble among the grapevines. You may
also find chuckwallas and Pacific tree frogs
or even spot big horn sheep on the slopes.
A variety of birds stop in the lush canyon
bottom as they migrate across the desert.
The flora ranges from orchids along the
stream to giant barrel cacti on the slopes.
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