Tale of Two Cousins

Northern
spotted owl

In 1999, the year Headwaters
Forest Reserve was
established, the area
contained six northern
spotted owl territories.
Since then, the number of
spotted owl territories has
declined due to competition from barred
owls, close relatives of the spotted owl. The
barred owl expanded its range into the
- western United States in the 1970’ and was
~ first documented in Headwaters in 2004
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Marbled Murrelet

The Headwaters Forest
Reserve provides critical
nesting habitat for the
marbled murrelet, a
threatened species under
Marbledmurrelet the Endangered Species
Act. In fact, the protection
of the marbled murrelet was a key reason
that Headwaters became public land. The
marbled murrelet is a seabird that nests in
coastal old-growth forests from Alaska to
central California. As old-growth forests
were logged, the population of marbled
murrelets declined throughout the Pacific
Northwest. The marbled murrelet does not
create its own nest. Instead, it lays one egg
on a lichen or moss covered branch in an
old-growth tree, high up in the canopy.
During nesting season, breeding pairs of
murrelets must make several trips back
and forth to the ocean to bring fish to their
mate and chick. Their call is a high pitched
keer keer.

Marbled murrelet on nest

Marbled murrelet nest and egg
Photo, courtesy of Steve Sillet

All About the Birds

The bird life of
Headwaters is a direct
reflection of the area’s
ecological diversity.

Cedarwaxwing 1he array of species is

highest in riparian zones

where sunlight is available. The interior
old-growth forest (3,088 acres) is
relatively quiet with only a few bird
species. Many of the birds found in
Headwaters are not present year-round
and migrate south for the winter.

For more information contact:

Bureau of Land Management
1695 Heindon Rd

Arcata, CA 95521

(707) 825-2300
http://blm.gov/crld
BLM/CA/MA-2014/013+6517
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Common Birds of the Headwaters Forest Reserve

] Dark eyed junco
The junco is most common
in winter. Its white outer tail
feathers are easily observed
when flushed from the trail.
Calls consist of even, light
trills and nearly continuous
smacking, twittering notes.

[ ] Pacific wren

Wrens are medium to small birds, generally,
brown and gray. They have a distinctive tail
that is short and stands straight up. This year
round resident is often noted by a sharp ‘chip’
call in the spring and a series of varied melodi-
ous trills in the summer.

[ ]  Ruby-crowned kinglet

This olive green bird has two white wing bars
and a white eye-ring. Its ruby crown is difficult
to see. From October through April, the
kinglet occupies the lower trail side canopy,
often in alders and second-growth redwoods.

[ ] Chestnut-backed chickadee
This resident has a black cap
and white facial patch, and
is named after its call,
tseek-a dee-dee.

Cover Photo: Pacific Wren, courtesy of Paul Kusmin

[ ]  Black-headed grosbeak

This grosbeak’s back and head are black;
collar, chest, sides and rump are orange. Its
sweet fast warbler song is heard in May and
June.

[] Varied thrush

It is similar in size to the widespread
American robin, but is on average shorter
with a heavier, more robust build. Starting
late in March its call is easily recognized as a
single long one-pitched whistle, sounding like
a life guard in the woods.

(o Rufous hummingbird
This spring migrant is often seen
along second-growth forest
stands. Males are among
our most striking hummingbirds,
having a rich, copper-colored body.

[ ]  Grayjay

This is the only gray jay in north
America. It has a black patch
across the back of its head, and
a white forehead. This bird has a
soft whee-ah call and is found in
coniferous forests.

South Fork Elk River

[] Wilson’s warbler

This warbler is easily identified by its bright
yellow underparts and black cap. It nests in
riparian areas during the summer months.
Its song is a series of loud, rapid, chatter-like
notes, dropping downward in pitch toward
the end.

|:] Swainson’s thrush

These medium-brown birds with pale
underparts have spotted chests and large
bufty eyerings that extend in front of the eye,
creating “spectacles.” The Swainson’s thrush

is a summer visitor to coastal woodlands. Its
song is a rising repetitious, bubbling cordeilia,
cordeilia, cordeilia.

L Downy woodpecker
You'll find downy woodpeckers in open areas,
particularly among deciduous trees, like the
big leaf maple. They make lots of noise, both
with their shrill whinnying call
and by drumming on trees.

[] Common flicker
Look for the white backside
as this bird flies. This woodpecker flashes
salmon coloring under its wing and tail.

They are found alongside the river and
open forest. :

[ ]  Wrentit

The Wrentit is a small bird with uniform
dull olive, brown, or grayish plumage.
This year-round resident of brushy

areas has a distinctive yellow iris.

Its call sounds like a dissipating
bouncing ping pong ball.

] California quail
This small, plump, grayish
chicken-like bird is
commonly seen on trails and
roads. Their distinctive call

sounds like QUER-go or chi-CA-go.

] Pileated woodpecker

It's nearly the size of a crow, black with bold
white stripes down the neck and a flaming-
red crest. The loud drumming it creates with
its bill rings through the forest. Its call has a
horn-like quality with notes
clearly separated.

[] Song sparrow

This is a trailside songster and is
readily seen. It is dark brown
with a richly streaked breast
containing a diagnostic central breast spot.




