
the only Tortoise Preserve in the Southwestern
United States.

The Committee is also active in conservation

education. An Interpretive Center was erected
by the Bureau of Land Management after
extensive work on the design and content by
members of the Committee. This structure is

located at the entrance to the Natural Area, in
the southeast corner, 5 miles from California
City Blvd. on the Mojave-Randsburg Road. The
Interpretive Center, with kiosk containing
descriptive panels, shelter and benches, was
dedicated April, 1980. Self-guiding nature trails
are available. A naturalist is present during
spring months for protection and interpretation
of the Natural Area. The Committee conducts

guided tours here for schools, museums and
other groups in spring, after the tortoises emerge
from hibernation.

Since its inception in 1974, the Desert Tortoise
Preserve Committee has been supported in its
work by thousands of individuals, several
conservation organizations, wildlife groups and
scientists.

The Committee invites you or your organization
to join its supporters through active or
contributing membership. Membership includes
the quarterly newsletter "TORTOISE
T-R-A-C-K-S." Write for information concern

ing tours and programs or to send donations
and/or dues to:

Desert Tortoise Preserve

Committee, Inc.
P.O. Box 453

Ridgecrest, California 93556

Funds are raised through tax-deductible dues
and donations, illustrated lectures and the sale
of merchandise including tortoise-decorated
T-shirts, ceramic wind chimes, pendants and
bolo ties, stationery, patches, pins, etc. Products
can be ordered by writing to the above address.
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MEMBERSHIP LEVELS ARE:

$ 15.00 Individual

$ 20.00 . '. Family
$ 30.00 ; Sponsor
$ 75.00 Benefactor

$100.00 Patron

$500.00 Life
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