


WELCOME TO THE CALIFORNIA DESERT 
W i t h i n i t s 2 5 - m i l l i o n - a c r e e x p a n s e — a n a r e a t h e s ize of Oh io—l ie s a l a n d of e x t r e m e c o n t r a s t s . F r o m t h e re la t ive ly h i g h Mojave D e s e r t of J o s h u a 
t r e e s a n d c r e o s o t e to t h e lower C o l o r a d o D e s e r t of n a t i v e f an p a l m s , s m o k e t r e e s a n d ocoti l lo, t h e Ca l i fo rn ia D e s e r t offers a m u l t i t u d e of r e c r e a t i o n a l 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . W h e t h e r y o u h a v e c o m e to h i k e or b a c k p a c k , t o u r b y a u t o o r f o u r - w h e e l dr ive , en joy y o u r of f -h ighway veh ic le (OITvj, o r r ide h o r s e s o r 
m o u n t a i n b i k e s , p l e a s e T r e a d L ight ly ! o n t h e d e s e r t a n d L e a v e N o T r a c e of y o u r vis i t . 

H O W T O U S E T H I S G U I D E 

C o n t a c t y o u r local l a n d m a n a g e m e n t office 
w h e n p l a n n i n g y o u r t r i p t o t h e d e s e r t . T h e y 
c a n p r o v i d e y o u w i t h m a p s a n d a n y n e e d e d 
p e r m i t s , a s well a s u p - t o - d a t e i n f o r m a t i o n 
o n s e a s o n a l a n d e m e r g e n c y c l o s u r e s , 
w e a t h e r a n d r o a d c o n d i t i o n s . W h e n 
t r a v e l i n g in t h e d e s e r t , p l e a s e k e e p i n m i n d 
t h e following: 

lJ T h e s e m a p s d o not s h o w t h e e n t i r e d e s e r t 

r o u t e n e t w o r k . 

U R o a d c o n d i t i o n s a n d h a z a r d s a r e n o t 

m a r k e d . 

• S i g n s on I lie g r o u n d t a k e p r e c e d e n c e over 

i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e m a p s . 

IJ B o u n d a r i e s a r c g r a p h i c r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s 

on ly a n d a r e no t s h o w n t o s c a l e . 

Not all l a n d in t h e d e s e r t i s p u b l i c . P r i v a t e 
l a n d is s c a t t e r e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e Ca l i fo rn ia 
D e s e r t . P l e a s e r e s p e c t p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y a n d 
l eave all g a t e s a s y o u f o u n d t h e m . 

R E C R E A T I O N I N F O R M A T I O N 

W h a t e v e r o u t d o o r r e c r e a t i o n act ivi ty you 
enjoy, t h e following i n f o r m a t i o n will h e l p t o 
a s s u r e sa fe a n d e n j o y a b l e v i s i t s for 
e v e r y o n e . 

C a m p f i r e s 
T o p r o t e c t s p a r s e 
v e g e t a t i o n a n d the 
fragile d e s e r t 
e c o s y s t e m , b r i n g 
f i rewood from 
h o m e . 
R e g u l a t i o n s 
v a r y a m o n g 
a g e n c i e s a n d 
s e a s o n s . 
A lways c h e c k 
w i t h t h e 

" \ loca l office 
before 
b u i l d i n g a 
campf i r e . 

California 
Fire Permit 

B u r e a u o f Land M a n a g e m e n t (BLM): A 
c a m p f i r e p e r m i t i s r e q u i r e d a t all t i m e s . A 
free p e r m i t i s ava i l ab l e a t a l l BLM offices 
a n d v i s i t o r c e n t e r s . O p e n f i res m a y b e 
b a n n e d c o m p l e t e l y d u r i n g p e r i o d s of h i g h 
fire d a n g e r . O u t s i d e of e x i s t i n g c a m p f i r e 
r ings , p l e a s e u s e a m e t a l fire p a n . F i r ewood 
co l lec t ion is r e s t r i c t e d to d o w n a n d d e a d 
m a t e r i a l s . 

N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e (NPS): In D e a t h 
Valley a n d J o s h u a T r e e N a t i o n a l P a r k s , 
c a m p f i r e s a r c p e r m i t ted in d e s i g n a t e d 
c a m p g r o u n d s . W h e r e f i rep laces a r c not 
p rov ided , f ires a r e r e s t r i c t e d to p o r t a b l e 
s t oves . In t he Mojave Na t iona l Prese rve , 
o p e n c a m p f i r e s a n - l imi ted to ex i s t i ng 
campf i r e r i n g s or a m e t a l fire p a n . T h e 
co l lec t ion of wood , l iving o r d e a d , a n y w h e r e 
w i t h i n N P S l a n d s is p r o h i b i t e d . 

Cal i forn ia S t a t e P a r k s (CSP): O p e n g r o u n d 
fires are not a l lowed. ( ' an i pi i res a r c a l lowed 
i n fire r i n g s found in d e s i g n a t e d c a m p s i t e s 
a n d d a y - u s e a r e a s . P o r t a b l e gr i l ls m a y b e 
u s e d , b u t a s h e s a n d c o a l s m a y n o t b e 
d u m p e d o n t h e g r o u n d ; u s e t h e fire r i n g s o r 
c a r r y t h e m o u t . 

Cal i forn ia S t a t e V e h i c u l a r R e c r e a t i o n 
A r e a (SVRA): O p e n g r o u n d fires a r e a l lowed . 
U s e of c a m p f i r e r i n g s i s e n c o u r a g e d . L e a v e 
N o T r a c e a n d p i c k u p a n y d e b r i s (na i l s , 
a s h e s , a n d coals ) . B r i n g y o u r o w n f i rewood. 
D e a d w o o d m a y n o t b e g a t h e r e d . 

U . S . F o r e s t S e r v i c e (USFS): C a m p f i r e 
p e r m i t s a r e r e q u i r e d y e a r - r o u n d . F i r e 
r e s t r i c t i o n s v a r y d e p e n d i n g o n t h e level of 
fire d a n g e r . C o n t a c t a U S F S office to find 
o u t c u r r e n t i n f o r m a t i o n . 

U . S . F i s h a n d Wildl i fe S e r v i c e (USFWS): 
C a m p f i r e s a r e n o t p e r m i t t e d o n m o s t 
N a t i o n a l Wildlife Refuges . 

C a m p i n g 

A w i d e r a n g e of c a m p i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s a r e 
a v a i l a b l e in t h e Ca l i fo rn i a D e s e r t , f rom 
d e v e l o p e d c a m p g r o u n d s t o p r imi t i ve 
b a c k c o u n t r y . R e g u l a t i o n s v a r y a m o n g 
a g e n c i e s a n d s e a s o n s . C o n t a c t t h e a r e a y o u 
w i s h to v i s i t for m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n . 
R e m e m b e r to L e a v e N o T r a c e of y o u r vis i t . 

BLM: T h e r e a r e m a n y d e v e l o p e d 
c a m p g r o u n d s in t h e C a l i f o r n i a d e s e r t . BLM 
a l s o a l l o w s d i s p e r s e d c a m p i n g a n d h a s a 
n u m b e r of Long T e r m Vis i to r A r e a s (LTVAs) 
for " s n o w b i r d s " t h a t flock to t h e d e s e r t in 
t h e w i n t e r m o n t h s . F o r m o r e specif ic 
i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t a n y BLM office o r 
v i s i to r c e n t e r for a R e c r e a t i o n O p p o r t u n i t y 
G u i d e (ROG). 

NPS: In N a t i o n a l P a r k s , c a m p i n g is 
g e n e r a l l y l imi ted to 14 d a y s ; howeve r , 
t h e r e a r e e x c e p t i o n s . N P S a l s o offers 
b a c k c o u n t r y c a m p i n g . C o n t a c t e a c h 
i n d i v i d u a l p a r k for d e t a i l s o n t h e i r 
c a m p i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d r e s e r v a t i o n s . 

CSP: C a m p i n g i n m o s t S t a t e P a r k s is 
p e r m i t t e d in d e s i g n a t e d a r e a s . C o n t a c t t h e 
p a r k y o u i n t e n d to v i s i t t o l e a r n m o r e 
a b o u t t h e i r c a m p i n g faci l i t ies . S o m e p a r k s 
offer family a n d g r o u p c a m p s i t e s . 
C a m p s i t e r e s e r v a t i o n s c a n b e m a d e 
y e a r - r o u n d b y ca l l ing D E S T I N F T at (800) 
4 4 4 - 7 2 7 5 . 

SVRA: You c a n c a m p a n y w h e r e in t h e 
Ocoti l lo Wells SVRA. T h e r e a r e seve ra l 
t a b l e s , r a m a d a s , a n d fire r i n g s s c a t t e r e d 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e SVRA for y o u r 
c o n v e n i e n c e . 

U S F S : T h e U S F S offers deve loped , family, 
g r o u p , u n d e v e l o p e d , a n d r e m o t e c a m p i n g 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s . F o r specif ic i n f o r m a t i o n on 
c a m p i n g i n U S F S a r e a s , c o n t a c t t h e n e a r 
e s t U S F S office. To m a k e r e s e r v a t i o n s at 
p o p u l a r c a m p g r o u n d s , cal l 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 8 0 - C A M P . 

USFWS: C a m p i n g is p e r m i t t e d a t s o m e 
N a t i o n a l Wildlife Refuges . C o n t a c t t h e 
U S F W S for m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n . 

V e h i c l e T r a v e l 

D u e to d i v e r s e t o p o g r a p h y , p l a n t s , so i l s 
a n d l a n d o w n e r s h i p in Cal i forn ia , off-high 
w a y veh i c l e (OHV) r e g u l a t i o n s v a r y from 
a r e a to a r e a . F l a s h floods a r e c o m m o n in 
t h e d e s e r t , s o avo id c r o s s i n g w a s h e s , a n d 
w a i t a few h o u r s af ter a h e a v y r a i n , ( h e c k 
w i t h t h e a p p r o p r i a t e l a n d m a n a g e m e n t 
a g e n c y be fore y o u v is i t a n a r e a . 

BLM: All B L M - m a n a g e d p u b l i c l a n d s In 
t h e Ca l i fo rn ia Dese r t a r e d e s i g n a t e d a s 
o n e of t h r e e v e h i c l e - u s e c a t e g o r i e s : 

J O p e n A r e a s a r e o p e n to veh ic le u s e 
a n y w h e r e w i t h i n t h e p o s t e d b o u n d a r i e s . 
T r a v e l off e s t a b l i s h e d r o u t e s 
( ( T O S S c o u n t r y ) is p e r m i t t e d . 

J C l o s e d A r e a s a r c c lo sed to all m o t o r i z e d 

veh ic l e u s e . 

J L i m i t e d A r e a s a r c o p e n to moto r i zed 
vehicle u s e , sub j ec t to p o s t e d 
r e s t r i c t i o n s . No c r o s s - c o u n t r y t r ave l i s 
pci mil ted iii I ,hinted A r e a s . 

N P S : Only s t ree t legal v e h i c l e s m a y be 
o p e r a t e d w i t h i n NILS m a n a g e d l a n d s . All 
off r oad t ravel is p r o h i b i t e d . 

CSP: O n l y s t r e e t - l e g a l v e h i c l e s m a y b e 
o p e r a t e d , a n d on ly o n d e s i g n a t e d r o a d s . 

SVRA: C r o s s - c o u n t r y t r ave l i s p e r m i t t e d 
only in d e s i g n a t e d , o p e n O H V a r e a s . In all 
o t h e r a r e a s , v e h i c l e s a r e l im i t ed to 
a p p r o v e d r o u t e s of t r a v e l . 

U S F S : OHV r i d i n g a r e a s a r e d e s i g n a t e d 
t r a i l s a n d r o u t e s . R ide r e s p o n s i b l y a n d 
follow s i g n s . 

USFWS: S o m e refuge r o a d s a n d t r a i l s a r e 
c losed to m o t o r i z e d v e h i c l e s . 

H u n t i n g a n d Targe t S h o o t i n g 

T h e m a j o r i t y of p u b l i c l a n d s m a n a g e d b y 
t h e BLM a n d U S F S a r e o p e n to h u n t i n g . 
All Ca l i fo rn ia S t a t e l a w s r e g a r d i n g 
h u n t i n g , i n c l u d i n g t h e p o s s e s s i o n of a 
va l id s t a t e h u n t i n g l i c e n s e , a r e i n effect o n 
t h e s e l a n d s . H u n t i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s ex i s t 
for m i g r a t o r y b i r d s , u p l a n d g a m e , fur -
b e a r i n g m a m m a l s a n d b ig g a m e , excep t 
w h e r e p r o h i b i t e d b y s t a t e o r loca l l a w s o r 
p o s t e d o t h e r w i s e . Q u e s t i o n s r e g a r d i n g 
t h e s e o p p o r t u n i t i e s s h o u l d b e d i r e c t e d t o 
t h e local l a n d m a n a g e m e n t field office. F o r 
i n f o r m a t i o n o n h u n t i n g o r f i sh ing r eg ­
u l a t i o n s , cal l t h e CaJ l fo rn la D e p a r t m e n t of 
F i s h a n d G a m e a t (562) 5 9 0 - 5 1 3 2 . 

BLM: T h e s h o o t i n g or d i s c h a r g e of 
f i r e a r m s i s g e n e r a l l y p e r m i t t e d o n 
B L M - m a n a g e d l a n d s u n l e s s p o s t e d 
o t h e r w i s e , a s l o n g a s s u c h ac t iv i ty i s 

p e r m i t t e d by s t a t e a n d local l a w s . S h o o t e r s 
a r e p r o h i b i t e d f rom d e s t r o y i n g a n y n a t u r a l 
f ea tu re s , including, c a c t u s a n d o t h e r p l a n t s . 
A f i r ea rm m a y no t b e d i s c h a r g e d w i t h i n 1 5 0 
y a r d s of a n y d e v e l o p e d a r e a . 

NPS: T h e p o s s e s s i o n of a f i r e a r m o r a i r - g u n 
is p r o h i b i t e d u n l e s s it i s u n l o a d e d a n d c a s e d 
o r o t h e r w i s e p a c k e d t o p r e v e n t u s e . T a r g e t 
s h o o t i n g is i l legal i n t h e Mojave N a t i o n a l 
P r e s e r v e , b u t h u n t i n g is a l l owed a n d i s 
r e g u l a t e d by the Ca l i fo rn ia D e p a r t m e n t of 
F i s h a n d G a m e . 

CSP: I h i n t i n g o r t h e p o s s e s s i o n of l o a d e d 
f i r e a r m s is p r o h i b i t e d in m o s t u n i t s of t h e 
S t a t e Pa rk s y s t e m . 

SVRA: P o s s e s s i o n of l o a d e d f i r e a r m s i s 
p r o h i b i t e d . 

U S F S : T a r g e t s h o o t i n g a n d "p l ink ing" a r e 
p e r m i t t e d i n s o m e a r e a s a n d a r e r e g u l a t e d b y 
c o u n t y o r d i n a n c e s a n d F e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n s . 

USFWS: S o m e N a t i o n a l Wildlife Refuges a l low 
h u n t i n g d u r i n g h u n t i n g s e a s o n . T a r g e t 
s h o o t i n g is n o t a l lowed o n N a t i o n a l Wildlife 
Refuges . Cal l U S F W S for c u r r e n t i n f o r m a t i o n . 

P e t s 

P e t s a r e w e l c o m e i n all a r e a s if k e p t o n a 
l e a s h . N a t i o n a l P a r k a n d Ca l i fo rn ia S t a t e 
P a r k r e g u l a t i o n s a r e s t r i c t ly en fo rced . 
R e m e m b e r to c l e a n u p af ter y o u r pe t . W h e n 
c o n s i d e r i n g l e av ing p e t s i n v e h i c l e s or 
t r a i l e r s , b e a w a r e t h a t t e m p e r a t u r e s c a n r i s e 
qu i ck ly to l e t h a l levels in t h e s u m m e r h e a t . 

P R O T E C T E D R E S O U R C E S 

H i s t o r i c a n d A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S i t e s 

The Ca l i fo rn ia D e s e r t p o s s e s s e s t h o u s a n d s of 
h i s t o r i c a n d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s . T h e 
p e t r o g l y p h s a n d i n t a g l i o s left b y t h e e a r l i e s t 
I n d i a n i n h a b i t a n t s , t h e t r a i l s of ea r ly S p a n i s h 
e x p l o r e r s , t h e v e s t i g e s of m i n i n g c a m p s a n d 
r o a d s u s e d b y l a t e r s e t t l e r s , a n d t h e 
r e m n a n t s of G e n e r a l G e o r g e P a t t o n ' s WWII 
d e s e r t w a r f a r e t r a i n i n g a r e a s a r e just a tew of 
t h e s i t e s t h a t p r o v i d e a r i c h a n d I m p o r t a n t 
l egacy of m o r e t h a n 1 0 , 0 0 0 y e a r s of h u m a n 
h i s t o r y in N o r t h A m e r i c a . Visi t t h e s e s i t e s 
a n d reflect o n (he forces a n d e v e n t s t h a t 
h a v e s h a p e d o u r n a t i o n a n d o u r p e r s o n a l 
l ives . 

R e m e m b e r , historic- a n d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s 
a r e fragile, n o n - r e n e w a b l e r e s o u r c e s . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , m a n y of t h e s e s i t e s h a v e b e e n 
d a m a g e d b y c a s u a l co l l ec t ing , a s wel l a s b y 
d e l i b e r a t e loo t ing a n d v a n d a l i s m . It i s i l legal 
to r e m o v e a r t i f a c t s o r o t h e r o b j e c t s of 
a n t i q u i t y f rom p u b l i c l a n d s . O b s e r v e s i t e s 
from a d i s t a n c e , t a k e c a r e n o t t o d i s t u r b t h e 
s u r f a c e of a s i le , a n d d o not r e m o v e a r t i f a c t s 
or o t h e r ob j ec t s . I lelp p r e s e r v e a n d p r o t e c t 
t h i s legacy so t h a t f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s m a y 
a l s o visi t , enjoy a n d l e a r n a b o u t o u r h e r i t a g e . 

• Enjoy rock a r t ( p e t r o g l y p h s a n d p i c t o -
g r a p h s ) b y v iewing , s k e t c h i n g o r p h o ­
t o g r a p h i n g it. Do n o t i niiffijir-
u s e c h a l k o r o t h e r 
m a t e r i a l s t o t r a c e o r 
o t h e r w i s e t o u c h 
rock a r t . Di rec t 
c o n t a c t c a n ^ 
a c c e l e r a t e t h e 
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n of 1 
t h e s e a n c i e n t fig- 1 
u r e s . Local r o c k | 
a r t s o c i e t i e s a n d 
a m a t e u r a r c h a e o l o g ­
ical o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e 
good p l a c e s to l e a r n a b o u t r e c o r d i n g a n d 
p r o t e c t i n g r o c k a r t . 

J A r c h a e o l o g i c a l a n d c u l t u r a l s i t e s a r e of ten 
[daces of a n c e s t r a l , r e l i g ious o r c u l t u r a l 
I m p o r t a n c e to loca l Nat ive A m e r i c a n t r i b e s 
a n d s h o u l d b e a p p r o a c h e d w i t h r e s p e c t . 
M a n y t r i b e s i n t h e Ca l i fo rn i a D e s e r t h a v e 
m u s e u m s o r p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n c e n t e r s ; 
c o n t a c t t h e m to l e a r n m o r e a b o u t t h e i r 
h i s t o r y a n d c u l t u r e . 

• T h e Ca l i fo rn i a D e s e r t h a s r e m n a n t s of old 
m i n i n g c a m p s , s t a g e c o a c h s t o p s a n d 
h o m e s t e a d s , a s wel l a s WWII -e ra m i l i t a r y 
c a m p s a n d t r a i n i n g a r e a s . P l e a s e a p p r o a c h 
t h e s e s i t e s w i t h c a u t i o n . A n a b a n d o n e d 

(See map, F-2) T h i s w i l d e r n e s s i n c l u d e s 
p o r t i o n s of t h e Ibex Hil ls , D u b l i n Hil ls , 
a n d t h e B l a c k M o u n t a i n s . T h e Ibex Hills 
p rov ide a ruggecL n o r t h - s o u t h divide 
b e t w e e n G r e e n w a t e r Val ley 's a l luv ia l 
s l o p e s , o n t h e e a s t , a n d t h e B l a c k 
M o u n t a i n s , o n t h e w e s t . 

T h e B l a c k M o u n t a i n s a n d Ibex Hil ls c l i m b 
from 3 , 0 0 0 to 4 , 7 5 2 feet. H o r i z o n t a l r o c k 
l a y e r s of r ed , yel low, b r o w n , a n d b l a c k 
c r e a t e a d r a m a t i c effect d u r i n g l a t e , w i n t e r 
a f t e r n o o n s . E v i d e n c e of h i s t o r i c t a le 
m i n i n g c a n b e f o u n d in t h e a r e a , w h i c h is 
a l s o h o m e to d e s e r t b i g h o r n s h e e p . 

T h i s w i l d e r n e s s c a n b e a c c e s s e d f rom 
Cal i fo rn ia H i g h w a y s 127 a n d 1 7 8 . 

0 : ' rjiftte 7 ; " ' < , t 

(See map, 1-4) T h e K i n g s t o n R a n g e f o r m s 
17 m i l e s of c o n t i n u o u s r i d g e l i n e a b o v e 
6 , 0 0 0 feet, c a p p e d b y 7 ,300 - foo t K i n g s t o n 
P e a k , a n d s u r f a c e s l ike a n i s l a n d in a s e a 
of d e s e r t l o w l a n d s . A b a j a d a s l o p e s s o u t h 
from t h e r a n g e , d r a i n i n g i n t o t h e K i n g s t o n 
W a s h . A s m a l l s t a n d of w h i t e fir g r o w s a t 
t h e u p p e r e l e v a t i o n s of t h e K i n g s t o n P e a k , 
a n d over 5 0 0 p l a n t s p e c i e s c a n b e f o u n d 
h e r e , m a k i n g t h i s w i l d e r n e s s o n e of t h e 
m o s t b o t a n i c a l l y d i v e r s e in t h e Mojave 
D e s e r t . 

T h e K i n g s t o n R a n g e W i l d e r n e s s i s o n e of 
on ly four p l a c e s in Ca l i fo rn ia w h e r e 
c o n f i r m e d s i g h t i n g s of t h e b a n d e d gi la 
m o n s t e r h a v e b e e n m a d e . Y e a r - r o u n d 
w a t e r a n d a s s o c i a t e d w e t l a n d s p r o v i d e 
food for wildlife, a s well a s c o v e r a n d 
h a b i t a t for b i r d s , f ish, m a m m a l s , a n d 
in .sects. 

Acces s to the Kings ton Range- i s f rom 
Cal i fornia Highway 127 , t h e Old S p a n i s h 
Tra i l h i g h w a y : or a l o n g t h e e a s t e r n 
b o u n d a r y , f rom t h e ExcelsteHr Mine R o a d , 
v ia C i m a R o a d , off I n t e r s t a t e - 1 5 , 2 6 m i l e s 
e a s t of B a k e r , Ca l i fo rn ia . 

0 Saddle Peak Hills Wilderness 

(See map, G-3) T h e S a d d l e P e a k Hills fo rm 
t h e w e s t e r n t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of t h i s 
w i l d e r n e s s , w h i c h a l s o i n c l u d e s t h e 
n o r t h w e s t e r n p o r t i o n of t h e S i l u r i a n 
Valley, b o t h of w h i c h c a n b e c lea r ly s e e n 
f rom Ca l i fo rn i a H i g h w a y 1 2 7 n o r t h of 
Baker . T h i s m o d e s t w i l d e r n e s s l ies 
i m m e d i a t e l y a d j a c e n t t o D e a t h Valley 
N a t i o n a l P a r k . T h e h i l l s a r e c u t b y c u r v e d 
fau l t s , a n d r a n g e i n e l eva t i on from 5 0 0 
feet o n t h e va l l ey floor to 2 , 5 0 0 feet a t t h e 
s u m m i t s . T h e geologic f e a t u r e s h e r e 
r e p r e s e n t c o m m o n l a n d f o r m s f o u n d 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e s u r r o u n d i n g d e s e r t a n d i t s 
r u g g e d m o u n t a i n s . T h i s w i l d e r n e s s c a n b e 
a c c e s s e d f rom Ca l i fo rn i a H i g h w a y 127 . 

0 South Nopah Range Wilderness 

(See map, 1-2) Ca l i fo rn i a H i g h w a y 178 , t h e 
Old S p a n i s h T r a i l , b i s e c t s t h e N o p a h 
R a n g e a n d f o r m s a b o u n d a r y for t h i s 
w i l d e r n e s s a r e a . T h e s e d i m e n t a r y r o c k s of 
t h e s e m o u n t a i n s r i s e t o 4 , 2 0 0 feet, w i th 
gen t ly ro l l ing a l l uv i a l s l o p e s o n t h e eas t 
a n d w e s t . V e g e t a t i o n h e r e is s p a r s e , wi th 
p ra i r i e f a l cons h a v i n g b e e n s e e n h u n t i n g 
over m o s t of t h e l o w l a n d a r e a s . T h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t h e r e is s u i t a b l e for t h e ivory -
s p i n e d a g a v e , a n d wi ld h o r s e s a n d b u r r o s 

h a v e b e e n s e e n . To ge t to t h i s 
w i l d e r n e s s , t a k e Ca l i fo rn ia H i g h w a y 1 2 7 , 
t o t h e Old S p a n i s h T ra i l h i g h w a y . 
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(See map, H-3) C h i n a R a n c h , l o c a t e d i n 
b e a u t i f u l A m a r g o s a C a n y o n n e a r T e c o p a , 
i s a f a m i l y - o p e r a t e d d a t e f a r m w i t h a 
colorful h i s t o ry . T h e r a n c h h a s b e e n 
des ign ; i led a N a t u r a l A r e a a n d is o p e n to 
t h e pub l i c . 

S h o r t e n e d from " C h i n a m a n ' s R a n c h " , t h e 
n a m e w a s i n sp i r ed by a C h i n e s e m a n 
w h o original ly b o n i e s t e a d e d h e r e in t h e 
188() 's . Al ter w o r k i n g t h e b o r a x m i n e s i n 
D e a t h Valley, be c a m e h e r e t o r a i s e f resh 
vege t ab l e s , h o g s , a n d c h i c k e n s for s a l e 
to t he Ineal h a d a n d s i lver m i n e s . 

N e a r b y is t h e Old S p a n i s h T ra i l , a s wel l 
a s t h e historic- T o n o p a h a n d T i d e w a t e r 
(Tiki) Rai l road g r a d e . A s c e n i c t r a i l 
t h r o u g h the N a t u r a l A r e a c o n n e c t s it 
wi th t h e town of T e c o p a . To g e t to C h i n a 
R a n c h , l a k e t h e F u r n a c e C r e e k W a s h 
R o a d j u s t a few m i l e s s o u t h e a s t of 
T e c o p a , Cal i forn ia , a n d t u r n s o u t h o n 
C h i n a R a n c h Road . 

0 N o p a h R a n g e W i l d e r n e s s 
• M imiHllWilb 7: 

(See m a p , I 1) T h e C h i c a g o Valley, w i t h 
m a n y w i n d i n g , l i gh t - co lo red s t r e a m 
b e d s , i s a flat n o r t h - s o u t h d iv ide 
b e t w e e n t h e R e s t i n g S p r i n g R a n g e t o t h e 
w e s t a n d t h e N o p a h R a n g e t o t h e e a s t . 
Bo th m o u n t a i n r a n g e s are l a rge a n d 
r u g g e d wi th d r a m a t i c geologic 
l a n d s c a p e s . 

Geology h e r e i n c l u d e s m o u n t a i n s , 
al luvia] t a n s , b a d l a n d s , p l a y a s , p l a i n s , 
r iver w a s h e s , a n d h i l l s r i s i n g f rom 1,800 
to 6 , 3 9 5 l e d . On ly c r e o s o t e , c a c t i , y u c c a , 
a n d o t h e r dese r t s h r u b s p e c i e s cove r t h e 
s w e e p i n g b a j a d a s , g iving t h e m o u n t a i n s 
t h e i r b a r r e n c h a r a c t e r . 

B i g h o r n s h e e p , d e s e r t t o r t o i s e s , g o l d e n 
e a g l e s , a n d p r a i r i e f a l cons all i n h a b i t 
t h i s w i l d e r n e s s , w h i l e wi ld h o r s e s a n d 
b u r r o s r o a m t h e C h i c a g o Valley. A c c e s s 
N o p a h R a n g e W i l d e r n e s s f rom Ca l i fo rn ia 
H i g h w a y 1 7 8 , a l s o k n o w n a s t h e Old 
S p a n i s h T ra i l . 

0 out Dunes Off-Highway 
Vehicle Eecreation Area 

(See map, H-4) D u m o n t D u n e s is a 
r e m o t e a r e a for of f -h ighway veh ic le 
(OHV) u s e . B o r d e r e d b y s t e e p v o l c a n i c 
h i l l s a n d t h e s l o w - m o v i n g A m a r g o s a 
Idver , t h i s p o p u l a r O H V a r e a c a n b e 
s e e n f rom a d i s t a n c e , t h e t o w e r i n g w h i t e 
s a n d d u n e s softly c o n t r a s t i n g w i t h t h e 
d a r k h i l l s a n d b l u e m o u n t a i n s b e y o n d . 

Most v i s i t o r s t o t h e a r e a r i de 
m o t o r c y c l e s , a l l - t e r r a i n veh i c l e s , s a n d 
r a i l s , o r f o u r - w h e e l d r ive v e h i c l e s . T h e 
e a s i l y - a c c e s s e d a r e a s , j u s t off t h e 
e n t r a n c e r o a d , a r e u s e d exc lus ive ly for 
OHV a n d s a n d ra i l s t a g i n g a n d p l ay . D u e 
to t h e r e m o t e n e s s of t h e a r e a , t h e r e a r e 
few r e q u e s t s for c o m p e t i t i v e e v e n t 
p e r m i t s , l e a v i n g t h e l oca t i on ava i l ab l e 
exc lus ive ly for c a s u a l r id ing . 

T h e r e a r e a l s o m a n y o p p o r t u n i t i e s h e r e 
for h i k i n g , r o c k s c r a m b l i n g , r o c k 
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Owlshead Mountains 

! io imding , a n d wildlife v iewing . 
Wild d o w e r s c a r p e t t h e c o u n t r y s i d e in 
s p r i n g t i m e . D u m o n t D u n e s i s a n of ten-
u s e d s e t t i n g for fi lms, t e lev is ion 
c o m m e r c i a l s , a n d c o m m e r c i a l sti l l 
p h o t o g r a p h y . 

Located n e a r (he c e n t e r of t h e Mojave 
Deser t , ( l o s e to D e a t h Valley, t h e remote 
d u n e s c a n b e c o m e d a n g e r o u s l y h o t a n d 
dry. Br ing e x t r a w a t e r a n d o t h e r 
e m e r g e n c y s u p p l i e s , e spec ia l ly d u r i n g 
the s u m m e r m o n t h s . 

O u t s i d e of t h e o p e n a r e a , vehic le u s e is 
r e s t r i c t ed to o p e n r o u t e s of t r a v e l . No 
g l a s s c o n t a i n e r s a r e a l lowed i n t h e o p e n 
a r ea , a n d sa fe ty flags a r e r e q u i r e d o n a l l 
recj-eational v e h i c l e s . A c c e s s to t h e a r e a 
i s from Cal i fornia Highway 127 , 31 m i l e s 
n o r t h of Baker , Ca l i forn ia . 

; . ' j p ' « ^ ; - v 

\M Tonopah f. 
&.T) Railroad 

(See map. I 5) Fo r 3 5 y e a r s , f rom 1 9 0 5 to 
1940, the t o n o p a h a n d T i d e w a t e r (T&T) 
Rai l road r an b e t w e e n Ludlow, Ca l i fo rn ia , 

p r o t e c t e d a s a n A r e a of Cr i t i ca l 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l C o n c e r n . 

0 Teec . ; • 

(See mfrp, H-2) T h e h o t s p r i n g s l o c a t e d i n 
T e c o p a , Cal i forn ia , w e r e f i rs t o c c u p i e d b y 
Nat ive A m e r i c a n s , w h o , be l i ev ing t h e w a t e r 
t o b e tf e r a p e u t i c , r e g u l a r l y b r o u g h t t h e i r 
s i ck a n l l a m e t o t h e s p r i n g s to b a t h e . 

Later , E u r o p e a n I m m i g r a n t s a n d h o r s e 
t h i e v e s c a m e to t he a n a , t ry ing to find a 
r o u t e a c r o s s D e a t h Valley to the Ca l i fo rn i a 
gold fields. They , too, u sed the w a t e r s to 
s e e k r e l e t from the mi se r i e s ol a r t h r i t i s , 
r h e u m a t i s m , m i d re la ted a i l m e n t s . 

Locatec. a shor t d i s t a n c e oil C a l i f o r n i a 
H i g h w a y 127, b e t w e e n l inke r a n d D e a t h 
Valley J u n c t i o n , T e c o p a Hot S p r i n g s i s t h e J 
q u i n t e s s e n t i a l , a l m o s t my th i ca l , d e s e r t 
t r a i l e r village- of t h e A m e r i c a n S o u t h w e s t . 
A r o a d l eads from n e a r b y S h o s h o n e a c r o s s 
t h e dese r t to P a h r u m p , Nevada . Las Vegas , 
a h u n d r e d m i l e s a w a y , o i l e r s a g l i t te ry 
c o n t r a s t to t h e s l eepy deser t c a m p g r o u n d . 

0 Sh-hone 
(See rmhp, G 1) T h e smal l town of 
S h o s h o n e , loca ted a lew miles n o r t h of 
T e c o p a s e r v e s a s a w i n t e r i n g a r e a for 
r e t i r e d s n o w b i r d s . M i n e r s looking loi 
gold a n d si lver o n c e lived in t he town; 
w h e n t h e s e v a l u a b l e m i n e r a l s w e r e 
dep le t ed , s o m e s t a y e d o n to m i n e for t h e 
r ich d e p o s i t s of b o r a x a n d t a l c , u n t i l p r i c e s 
d r o p p e d . T h e t o w n n o w h a s u n u s u a l 
" a p a r t m e n t s , " old m i n e r ' s h o m e s w h i c h 
were d q g i n t o t h e s i d e s of h i l l s , c o m p l e t e 
with c h i m n e y s , p o r c h e s , a n d a d j o i n i n g 
I ( )( > I 1 1 S . 

S h o s h o n e is a n o a s i s i n t h e d e s e r t , 
c o m p l e t e wi th m a r s h g r a s s e s b l o w i n g i n 
t he wind, u n u s u a l geologic f o r m a t i o n s 
s o u t h cf t o w n , a n d a s m a l l m u s e u m . 
T h e s e hil ls ,u <• c o m p o s e d of tuff, a r o c k 
w h i c h is f o r m e d f rom f ine-grained vo lcan ic 
mate r i a l c o m p o s e d of a s h a n d d u s t , m i x e d 
vvilb lake s e d i m e n t . 

S h o s h o n e is l o c a t e d 5 7 m i l e s s o u t h -
sou t l ie4st of t h e F u r n a c e C r e e k Vis i tor 
( en te r , 2 8 m i l e s s o u t h of D e a t h Valley 
J u n c t i o n a n d 2 6 m i l e s s o u t h w e s t of 
P a h r u m p , N e v a d a o n Ca l i fo rn i a H i g h w a y 
127 , a t o u t 5 0 m i l e s n o r t h of B a k e r . 

0 s | | Creel 
(See map, H-5) W a t e r flow g e n e r a t e d b y 
s eve ra l s m a l l d e s e r t s p r i n g s , a s well a s 
w i n t e r d ra inage f rom n e i g h b o r i n g S i l u r i a n 
Valley, come t o g e t h e r to fo rm a u n i q u e 
t r i h u t a i y to t h e A m a r g o s a River, k n o w n a s 
Salt Creek. T h e s t r e a m s i d e v e g e t a t i o n a t 
Salt Creek is a b o u t t h e on ly w a t e r - b a s e d 
babi ta l ] in over 1 5 0 0 s q u a r e m i l e s of 
dese r t ! 

Ear ly INative A m e r i c a n s u s e d t h e S a l t 
C r e e k Hills a s a s o u r c e of food a n d s h e l t e r ; 
t he p ionee r ing L a t t e r D a y S a i n t s c r o s s e d 
t h r o u g h t h e a r e a fol lowing t h e f a m o u s 
M o r m o n Tra i l ; a n d m i n e r s w o r k e d t h e 
a r e a ex tens ive ly ove r t h e p a s t c e n t u r y . 

A n in t e rp re t ive trail b e g i n s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
15 miles n o r t h of B a k e r , off Ca l i fo rn ia 
1 l ighway 127 , t a k i n g v i s i t o r s o n a n 
h i s to r ica l a n d eco log ica l j o u r n e y t h r o u g h 
the Sa l t C r e e k Hi l l s . 

m i n e m a y p o s e h a z a r d s , i n c l u d i n g d a n 
g e r o u s s h a f t s a n d t u n n e l s a n d t h e 
r e m a i n s of h a z a r d o u s c h e m i c a l s , s u c h 
a s m e r c u r y a n d c y a n i d e , t h a t m a y h a v e 
b e e n u s e d in mi l l ing p r o c e s s e s . Mi l i ta ry 
t r a i n i n g a r e a s sti l l h a v e u n e x p l o d e d 
l a n d m i n e s a n d a m m u n i t i o n . If y o u 
e n c o u n t e r a n y of t h e s e h a z a r d s , p l e a s e 
s t a y c l ea r a n d notify loca l l a w e n f o r c e ­
m e n t o r a BLM Range r . 

J His to r i c a n d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s a r e 
p r o t e c t e d b y law. Seve re civil a n d c r i m i ­
n a l p e n a l t i e s will b e b r o u g h t , a g a i n s t 
i n d i v i d u a l s w h o d a m a g e o r o t h e r w i s e 
h a r m t h e s e r e s o u r c e s . C o n v i c t i o n c a n 
c a r r y c r i m i n a l p e n a l t i e s of u p t o 2 y e a r s 
in p r i s o n a n d / o r $ 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 in f ines , a s 
well a s civil p e n a l t i e s s u c h a s v e h i c l e 
c o n f i s c a t i o n o r s i t e r e s t o r a t i o n c o s t s . 

W i l d e r n e s s 

T h e 1 9 6 4 W i l d e r n e s s Act d e f i n e s w i lde r ­
n e s s a s a r e a s " w h e r e t h e E a r t h a n d i t s 
c o m m u n i t y of life a r e u n t r a m m e l e d b y 
m a n , w h e r e m a n h i m s e l f i s a v i s i t o r w h o 
d o e s n o t r e m a i n . " T h e r e a r e 8 m i l l i o n 
a c r e s of w i l d e r n e s s in t h e Ca l i fo rn i a 
D e s e r t . T h e s e F e d e r a l l a n d s a r e a d m i n i s ­
t e r e d b y t h e BLM, NPS , U S F S a n d U S F W S 
for t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d p r o t e c t i o n of 
t h e i r n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s . W i l d e r n e s s w i t h ­
i n Ca l i fo rn ia S t a t e P a r k s i s m a n a g e d s i m i ­
l a r t o F e d e r a l w i l d e r n e s s . T h e fol lowing 
g u i d e l i n e s will h e l p m a i n t a i n t h e w i lde r ­
n e s s v a l u e s for v o u a n d o t h e r v i s i t o r s . 

LI U s e "Leave N o T r a c e " t e c h ­
n i q u e s w h e n p r e p a r i n g for 
y o u r w i l d e r n e s s vis i t , t r ave l ­
i ng t h r o u g h w i l d e r n e s s , a n d 
c a m p i n g i n w i l d e r n e s s . 

Follow U-ave No T r a c e (LNT) g u i d e l i n e s to 
m i n i m i z e t h e I m p a c t s of y o u r n e x t w i lde r ­
n e s s vis i t . 

• P l a n a h e a d a n d p r e p a r e 
• Travel a n d c a m p o n d u r a b l e s u r f a c e s 
• P a c k it in, p a c k it ou t 
• P roper ly d i s p o s e of w h a t y o u c a n ' t 

peek oiit 
• Leave w h a t y o u find 
• Minimize u s e a n d i m p a c t s of fire 
For m o r e LNT i n f o r m a t i o n ca l l 1-800-
3 3 2 - 4 1 0 0 . j 

r e s p o n s i b l e for l e a r n i n g a b o u t a n d 
r e s p e c t i n g r e g u l a t i o n s t h a t p ro tec t d e s e r t 
wildlife a n d r e s o u r c e s . You c a n b e a p a r t 
ol o u r efforts to r e d u c e t h e decline- in 
d e s e r t t o r t o i s e a n d o t h e r t h r e a t e n e d a n d 
e n d a n g e r e d s p e c i e s p o p u l a t i o n s . T h e s e 
spec i e s a r e fully p r o t e c t e d b y s t a t e a n d 
Fede ra l l a w s a n d m u s t n o t b e d i s t u r b e d , 
col lected, k i l led or h a r a s s e d . If y o u s e e 
s o m e o n e t a k e a t o r t o i s e from t h e d e s e r t , 
p l e a s e notify CALTIP (800) 9 5 2 - 5 4 0 0 o r 
a n y l aw e n f o r c e m e n t a g e n c y . 

Lea rn h o w to u s e a (ope 
g r a p h i c m a p a n d a c o m 
p a s s be fore y o u h i k e 
c r o s s - c o u n t r y o r o n 
t ra i l s tha t a r e not well 
def ined. It is e a s y to 
b e c o m e d i s o r i e n t e d 
i n t h e d e s e r t w h e r e 
m a n y l a n d m a r k s 
a n d rock forma 
t i o n s look s imi la r . 

D r e s s P r o p e r l y 

R e s p o n s i b l e l a n d u s e d e p e n d s m o r e o n 
y o u r a t t i t u d e a n d a w a r e n e s s t h a n o n 
r u l e s a n d r e g u l a t i o n s . 

Be s u n to T r e a d L i g h t l y ! by : 

• T rave l on ly w h e r e p e r m i t t e d ; 
• R e s p e c t t h e r i g h t s of o t h e r s ; 
• E d u c a t e yourself ; 
• Avoid d r iv ing t h r o u g h t w e t a r e a s a n d 

a r e a s eas i ly s c a r r e d b y c h u r n i n g 
w h e e l s ; 

• Drive r e s p o n s i b l y to p r o t e c t t h e env i ­
r o n m e n t . 

• Familiarize- y o u r s e l f w i t h r u l e s t h a t 
a p p l y to t h e specif ic w i l d e r n e s s a r e a t h a t 
y o u i n t e n d to vis i t . Mo to r i zed e q u i p m e n t 
a n d m e c h a n i c a l t r a n s p o r t , s u c h a s 
c h a i n s a w s , m o t o r v e h i c l e s a n d b i cyc l e s , 
a r e p r o h i b i t e d i n all w i l d e r n e s s a r e a s . 
P e r m i t s for v i s i t a t i o n o r u s e of p a c k 
a n i m a l s a r e r e q u i r e d i n s o m e w i l d e r n e s s 
a r e a s . T h e m a n a g i n g a g e n c y i s t h e b e s t 
s o u r c e of c u r r e n t i n f o r m a t i o n . 

D e s e r t T o r t o i s e a n d o t h e r T h r e a t e n e d 
a n d E n d a n g e r e d S p e c i e s 

All Ca l i fo rn ia r e s i d e n t s a n d v i s i t o r s a r e 

D E S E R T S A F E T Y T I P S 

Trave l in t h e d e s e r t c a n b e a n a d v e n t u r e . 
It c a n a l s o b e a d i s a s t e r if a b r e a k d o w n or 
s u d d e n c h a n g e i n w e a t h e r c a t c h e s y o u 
u n p r e p a r e d . H a r s h w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s 
c a n t u r n a d e s e r t o u t i n g i n t o a t r a g e d y . 
Acqu i re a k n o w l e d g e of d e s e r t s u r v i v a l 
ski l ls . T r a v e l i n p a i r s for sa fe ty i n b a c k -
c o u n t r y a r e a s . 

P l a n Your Tr ip Carefu l ly 

Tell s o m e o n e w h e r e y o u a r e go ing a n d 
w h e n y o u p l a n t o r e t u r n . S t i c k w i t h y o u r 
i t i n e r a r y a n d le t t h e m k n o w w h e n y o u ge t 
b a c k . Do n o t t r a v e l i n t h e d e s e r t b a c k -
c o u n t r y w i t h o u t t a k i n g a l o n g a p p r o p r i a t e 
m a p s , s u c h a s 7 . 5 - m i n u t e U . S . Geologic 
S u r v e y (USGS) t o p o g r a p h i c m a p s , w h i c h 
s h o w l a n d c o n t o u r s a n d specif ic f e a t u r e s . 

Wear l aye red c l o t h i n g to s l ow d e h y d r a t i o n 
a n d m i n i m i z e e x p o s u r e . Be s u r e t o u s e 
good h i k i n g s h o e s , loose-fi t- fn^S&te 
t i ng n a t u r a l l iber c lo th ­
ing, a w ide b r i m m e d if 
h a t , s u n g l a s s e s a n d ^Na* 
s u n s c r e e n . D e s e r t t e m ­
p e r a t u r e s c a n r e a c h over 9 0 ° F 
a n d d r o p be low 5 0 ° F in o n e d a y . 
S u m m e r t e m p e r a t u r e s c a n e x c e e d 
125°F in s o m e l o c a t i o n s . W i n t e r 
t e m p e r a t u r e s c a n of ten d r o p 
be low freezing. 

Carry P l e n t y of Water 

T h e r e a r e n o d e p e n d a b l e s o u r c e s of w a t e r 
w i th in t h e Ca l i fo rn ia D e s e r t . A g a l l o n o f 
w a t e r per p e r s o n , p e r d a y i s t h e 
a b s o l u t e m i n i m u m y o u s h o u l d c a r r y . 
W h e n p l a n n i n g a h i k e , r e m e m b e r t h a t 
w a t e r w e i g h s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8 p o u n d s p e r 
gal lon. W h e n the 
w a t e r is ha l f g o n e , 
it is t i m e t o t u r n 
b a c k . Be s u r e t o H 
b r ing e x t r a 
w a t e r for y o u r 
vehicle . 

D O NOT RATION WATER: it will only do 
you good if y o u d r i n k it. 

Mine S h a f t s a n d T u n n e l s 

For y o u r safe ty , avo id e n t e r i n g m i n e 
sha f t s or t u n n e l s . T h e y a r e e x t r e m e l y 
d a n g e r o u s d u e to u n s t a b l e w a l l s a n d 
odo r l e s s toxic f u m e s . E n t e r i n g m i n e s c a n 
a l so d i s t u r b wildlife ( b a t s a n d mice) l iv ing 
in t h e m . 

V e h i c l e s 

Keep y o u r veh i c l e wel l m a i n t a i n e d . C a r r y 
ex t r a w a t e r a n d food, a shove l , t oo l s , a 
t o w s t r a p , flares a n d b l a n k e t s . C h e c k 
road c o n d i t i o n s a n d b e w a r e of flash 
floods. If y o u a r e s t r a n d e d , s t a y w i t h y o u r 
vehic le ; it i s m u c h e a s i e r to s p o t a v e h i c l e 
t h a n a p e r s o n o n foot. 

B a c k c o u n t r y P e r m i t s 

A b a c k c o u n t r y p e r m i t m a y b e r e q u i r e d for 
o v e r n i g h t c a m p i n g or t r ave l . C h e c k w i t h 
t h e a p p r o p r i a t e office for t h e a r e a y o u will 
b e in. 

Fire 

O n e of t h e l a s t t h o u g h t s o n a n y d e s e r t 
v i s i to r ' s m i n d i s t h e d a n g e r of wi ldf i re . 
M a n y p e o p l e t h i n k t h e re la t ive ly s p a r s e 
p l a n t cover m e a n s t h e d e s e r t d o e s n o t 
b u r n . B u t a d e s e r t f i re , if c o n d i t i o n s a r e 
r ight , c a n b e j u s t a s d a n g e r o u s a n d 
d e s t r u c t i v e a s wildf i re i n b r u s h l a n d s . 

W h e n d r iv ing off m a i n t a i n e d r o a d s , avo id 
s t o p p i n g in t a l l g r a s s o r b r u s h . H o t 

ca ta ly t i c c o n v e r t e r ' , oi e x h a u s t p i p e s c a n 
igni te d r y m a t e r i a l a n d c a u s e a wildf i re . 

M I L I T A R Y E X P L O S I V E S 

L a r g i a r e a s of t he d e s e r t h a v e b e e n a n d 
a r e s i l l u s e d a s b o m b i n g r a n g e s a n d 
t r a i n n g a r e n a s b y t h e U . S . A r m e d F o r c e s . 
T h e r e a r e s t i l l m a n y u n e x p l o d e d d e v i c e s 
ly ing a r o u n d . Do n o t h a n d l e a n y t h i n g 
r e s e m b l i n g m i l i t a r y exp los ives . R e p o r t a n y 
s u c h device y o u o b s e r v e to y o u r loca l l a w 
e n f o r c e m e n t office. 

H A Z A R D O U S M A T E R I A L S 

W i t h t h e c o n t i n u e d c l o s u r e of tox ic w a s t e 
d i s p o s a l s i t e s , t h e illegal d u m p i n g of h a z ­
a r d o u s w a s t e h a s i n c r e a s e d t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e d e s e r t . M a n y of t h e s e m a t e r i a l s a r e 
e x t r e n e l y tox ic to h u m a n s . To avo id 
h a r r r , s t a y c l e a r of s u s p i c i o u s d r u m s , 
b a g s or c h e m i c a l o d o r s . Vis ible f u m e s , 
d e a d p l a n t s o r a n i m a l s i n t h e i m m e d i a t e 
vicinity, a n d s u d d e n o n s e t of i l l n e s s o r 
s k i n n a t a t i o n a r e s i g n s of i m m i n e n t d a n ­
ger. Repor t a n y s u s p e c t e d h a z a r d o u s 
w a s t e to y o u r loca l l a w e n f o r c e m e n t office. 

W H O M A N A G E S T H E D E S E R T 

B u r e a u o f L a n d M a n a g e m e n t (BLM): T h e 
Cal i fornia D e s e r t C o n s e r v a t i o n A r e a (CDCA) 
w a s c r e a t e d b y C o n g r e s s in 1 9 7 6 a n d 
i n c l u d e s a l o n g - t e r m l a n d u s e p l a n for t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t of p u b l i c l a n d s . T h e m i s s i o n of 
t h e BLM is to s u s t a i n t h e h e a l t h , d ive r s i ty 
a n d p roduc t i v i t y of t h e p u b l i c l a n d s for t h e 
u s e a n d e n j o y m e n t of p r e s e n t a n d f u t u r e 
g e n e r a t i o n s . BLM offices a r e m a i n t a i n e d i n 
Rivers ide , B a r s t o w , E l C e n t r o , Need l e s , P a l m 
S p r i n g s a n d R i d g e c r e s t . 

Nat iona l Park S e r v i c e (NPS): T h e N P S 
m a n a g e s D e a t h Valley a n d J o s h u a T r e e 
Nat ional P a r k s a s wel l a s t h e Mojave 
Nat ional P rese rve . All u n i t s of t h e NPS a r e 
m a n a g e d to "conserve t h e s c e n e r y a n d Un­
n a t u r a l a n d h i s to r i c ob j ec t s a n d I In- wi ldl i l r 
t he r e in , a n d to p r o v i d e for t h e e n j o y m e n t of 
t h e s a m e in s u c h a m a n n e r a n d by s u c h 
m e a n s a s will leave t h e m u n i m p a i r e d for t h e 
en joyment ol f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s . " N a t i o n a l 
P a r k d e s i g n a t i o n i m p l i e s a l a rge , 
s p e c t a c u l a r n a t u r a l p l a c e h a v i n g a w ide 
var ie ty of a t t r i b u t e s . N a t i o n a l P r e s e r v e s h a v e 
s imi l a r qua l i t i e s , b u t a l s o a l low h u n t i n g o r 
o t h e r c o m m e r c i a l u s e s . 

D e p a r t m e n t o f D e f e n s e (DOD): Large a r e a s 
of t h e Cal i forn ia D e s e r t a r e u n d e r t h e 
m a n a g e m e n t of t h e mi l i t a ry : t h e M a r i n e 
C o r p s T r a i n i n g B a s e a t T w e n t y n i n e P a l m s , 
Choco la t e M o u n t a i n s G u n n e r y R a n g e , El 
C e n t r a Naval Air Fac i l i ty R a n g e s , t h e N a v a l 
W e a p o n s C e n t e r a t C h i n a L a k e , E d w a r d s Air 
Fo rce B a s e a n d t h e A r m y ' s N a t i o n a l 
T r a i n i n g C e n t e r a t F o r t I rwin . 

Cali fornia S t a t e P a r k s (CSP): T h e 
Cal i fornia D e p a r t m e n t of P a r k s a n d 
Rec rea t ion m a n a g e s d i v e r s e c u l t u r a l , 
h i s to r ica l a n d n a t u r a l resource.- , lor 
pos t e r i t y whi l e offer ing a n a b u n d a n c e of 
r e c r e a t i o n a l a n d e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 
In t h e d e s e r t , t h e s e i n c l u d e Red R o c k 
C a n y o n , S a d d l e b a c k B u t t e , A n z a Born-go 
Dese r t , t h e A n t e l o p e Valley Poppy Rese rve , 
Mitchel l C a v e r n s N a t u r a l P r e s e r v e , S a l t o n 
S e a , P i cacho S t a t e R e c r e a t i o n Area a n d the 
Ocotil lo Wells S t a t e V e h i c u l a r Area . 

U. S. F o r e s t S e r v i c e (USFS): T h e U S F S 
bene f i t s A m e r i c a n s i n m a n y w a y s t h r o u g h 
m a n a g e m e n t of t h e N a t i o n a l F o r e s t s a n d 
G r a s s l a n d s , forestry r e s e a r c h , a n d 
c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h fo res t m a n a g e r s o n s t a t e 
a n d p r iva te l a n d . It offers a v a r i e t y of 
o u t d o o r r e c r e a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s a n d 
m a n a g e s s p e c i a l a r e a s . T h e C leve l and , S a n 
B e r n a r d i n o , Ange le s , S e q u o i a a n d Inyo 
Nat iona l F o r e s t s s u r r o u n d t h e Ca l i fo rn ia 
Deser t . 

U. S. F i s h a n d Wi ld l i f e S e r v i c e (USFWS): 
T h e U S F W S m a n a g e s a s y s t e m of l a n d a n d 
w a t e r s for I h e c o n s e r v a t i o n o f f i s h a n d 
wildlife a n d a s s o c i a t e d e c o s y s t e m s . N a t i o n a l 
Wildlife Refuges offer r e c r e a t i o n a l o p p o r ­
t u n i t i e s t o t h e p u b l i c , i n c l u d i n g wildlife 
o b s e r v a t i o n , n a t u r e p h o t o g r a p h y , h i k i n g , 
f ishing a n d h u n t i n g . R e f u g e s in t h e 
Cal i fornia D e s e r t i n c l u d e Cibo la , H a v a s u , 
Imper ia l , a n d S a l t o n S e a N a t i o n a l Wildlife 
Refuges . 

F O R M O R E I N F O R M A T I O N 

R a n g e r s a n d o t h e r s taf f a r e in t h e Cal i forn ia 
D e s e r t to h e l p y o u h a v e a n en joyab le a n d 
safe visi t . C o n t a c t a n y of t h e offices l i s ted 
be low for s i te specif ic i n f o r m a t i o n a n d 
a s s i s t a n c e . 

B u r e a u o f L a n d M a n a g e m e n t 
I n t e r n e t : wwir.ca.iAm.gov 

www. iw. blm.gov 
azwww.az.blm.gov 

Cal i fornia D e s e r t D i s t r i c t Off ice 
6 2 2 1 Box S p r i n g s Blvd. 
Rivers ide , CA 9 2 5 0 7 
(909) 6 9 7 - 5 2 0 0 
I n t e r n e t : uiww.ca.blm.gov/cdd 

B a r s t o w F i e l d Off ice 
2 6 0 1 B a r s t o w R o a d 
B a r s t o w , CA 9 2 3 1 1 
(760) 2 5 2 - 6 0 0 0 
I n t e r n e t : www.ca.blm.gov/barstow 

Bakers f i e ld F i e l d Off ice 
3 8 0 1 P e g a s u s Dr ive 
Bakersf ie ld , CA 9 3 3 0 8 
(661) 3 9 1 - 6 0 0 0 
I n t e r n e t : www.ca.blm.gov/bakersfield 

B i s h o p F i e l d Off ice 
7 8 5 N. M a i n S t r e e t , S u i t e E 
B i s h o p , CA 9 3 5 1 4 
(760) 8 7 2 - 4 8 8 1 
I n t e r n e t : www.ca.blm.gov/bishop 

El Centiro F i e l d Of f i ce 
1661 S . ,4 th S t r e e t 
El C e n t r o , CA 9 2 2 4 3 
(760) 3 3 7 - 4 4 0 0 
I n t e r n e t : www.ca. blm.gov/elcentro 

N e e d l e s F i e l d Off ice 
1 0 1 W. S p i k e s R o a d 
Need les , CA 9 2 3 6 3 
(760) 3 2 6 - 7 0 0 0 
I n t e r n e t : www.ca.blm.gov/needles 

P a l m S p r i n g s / S o u t h C o a s t F i e l d Off ice 
6 9 0 W. G a r n e t A v e n u e 
P.O. Box 2 0 0 0 
N o r t h Pa lm S p r i n g s , CA 9 2 2 5 8 
(760) 251 1800 
I n t e r n e : www.ccLblrn.gov/palrnsprtngs 

R i d g e c e s t F i e l d Off ice 
3 0 0 S. R i c h m o n d Road 
Ridgecrfest, CA 9 3 5 5 5 
(760) 3*4-5-100 
I n t e r n e t : inrtr.cu.hlm.gov/ridgccrest 

K i n g m a n F i e l d Off ice 
2 4 7 5 Beverly Ave 
Kingman . AZ 86-10 1 3 0 2 9 
(520) 6 * 2 - 4 4 0 0 

Lake H a v a s u F i e l d Off ice 
2 6 1 0 S w e e t w a t e r Ave 
L a k e Hfivasu City, AZ 8 6 4 0 6 9 0 7 I 
(520) 5 0 5 1200 

Y u m a i l e l d Off ice 
2 5 5 5 Gila Ridge Road 
Y u m a , AZ 8 5 3 0 ; . 
(520) 3 1 7 3 2 0 0 
I n t e r n e t : iririr.az.hlm.gov/yuma 

B a t t l e M o u n t a i n F i e l d Off ice 
5 0 B a s t i a n R o a d 
B a t t l e m o u n t a i n , NV 8 9 8 2 0 1 4 2 0 
(702) 6 3 5 4 0 0 0 
I nlernejt: www.nv.blm.gov/Baitle_Mtn 

L a s Vegas F i e l d Off ice 
•1705 West Vegas Drive 
Las Vegas. NV 8 9 1 0 8 
(702) 6 4 7 5 0 2 3 
In te rne t : trtnr.nr.him.gor/Las Vegas 

N a t i o n a l P a r k S e r v i c e 
I n t e r n e t : www.nps.gov 

D e a t h {Valley N a t i o n a l Park 
D e a t h Valley, CA 9 2 3 2 8 
(700) 7 8 6 - 2 3 3 1 
In te rne t : wivw.nps.gov/deva 

Joshua. T r e e N a t i o n a l Park 
7 4 4 8 5 N a t i o n a l P a r k Dr ive 
t w e n t y n i n e P a l m s , CA 9 2 2 7 7 
(700) 3 6 7 - 1 2 6 0 
1111 (-met: www.nps.gov/joir 

Mojave N a t i o n a l P r e s e r v e 
2 2 2 E . Ma in S t r ee t , S u i t e 2 0 2 
B a r s t o w , C A 9 2 3 1 1 
(760) 2 5 5 - 8 8 0 0 
In t e rne t : www.nps.gov/moja 

L a k e M e a d N a t i o n a l R e c r e a t i o n A r e a 
o o i Nevada H i g h w a y 
Boulder City, NV 8 9 0 0 5 
(702) 2 9 3 - 8 9 0 7 
In te rne t : wuiw.nps.gov/lame 

U. S . F o r e s t S e r v i c e 
I n t e r n e t : www.r5.pswfs.gov 

A n g e l e s N a t i o n a l F o r e s t 
701 No r th S a n t a A n i t a A v e n u e 
A i . a d i a , CA 9 1 0 0 6 
(818) 5 7 4 - 1 6 1 3 

C l e v e l a n d N a t i o n a l F o r e s t 
1 0 8 4 5 [Raneho B e r n a r d o Road 
R a n e h o B e r n a r d o , CA 9 2 1 2 7 
(760) 6 7 3 - 6 1 8 0 

I n y o N a t i o n a l F o r e s t 
8 7 3 N J M a i n S t r e e t 
B ishop , CA 9 3 5 1 4 
(760) 6 7 8 - 2 4 0 0 

S a n B e r n a r d i n o N a t i o n a l F o r e s t 
1 8 2 4 L C o m m e r e e e e n t e r Circle 
S a n B e r n a r d i n o , CA 9 2 4 0 8 
(661) \ 8 3 - 5 5 8 8 

S e q u o i a N a t i o n a l F o r e s t 
9 0 0 W G r a n d A v e n u e 
Portervi l le , CA 9 3 2 5 7 
(209) 7 8 4 - 1 5 0 0 

N a t i o n a l W i l d l i f e R e f u g e s 
I n t e r n e t : www.fws.gov 

Cibola N a t i o n a l Wildl i fe R e f u g e 
Box AP 
Bly the , CA 9 2 2 2 5 
(520) 8 5 7 - 3 2 5 3 

H a v a s u Nat iona l Wi ld l i f e R e f u g e 
P.O. Box 3 0 0 9 
Need les , CA 9 2 3 6 3 
(760) 3 2 6 - 3 8 5 3 

Imper ia l N a t i o n a l W i l d l i f e R e f u g e 
P.O. Box 7 2 2 1 7 
Y u m a , AZ 8 5 3 6 5 
(520) 7 8 3 - 3 3 7 1 

Kofa Nat iona l Wi ld l i fe R e f u g e 
P.O.Box 6 2 9 0 
Y u m a , AZ 8 5 3 6 4 
(520) 7 8 3 - 7 8 6 1 

S a l t o n Sea N a t i o n a l Wildl i fe R e f u g e 
9 0 6 W. vSinehiir 
Ca l ipa t r i a . CA 9 2 2 3 3 
(760) 3 4 8 - 5 2 7 8 

C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e P a r k s 
In t e rne t : www.ceres.ca.gov/dpr 

A n g e l e s D i s t r i c t - M o j a v e D e s e r t S e c t o r 
4 3 7 7 9 15th S t r e e t W e s t 
L a n c a s t e r , CA 9 3 5 3 4 
(805) 9 4 2 - 0 6 6 2 

Anza-Borrego D e s e r t S t a t e Park 
2 0 0 Palm C a n y o n Dr ive 
B o r r e g o S p r i n g s , CA 9 2 0 0 4 
(760) 7 6 7 - 5 3 1 1 

C u y a m a c a R a n e h o S t a t e Park 
1 2 5 5 1 Hwy. 7 9 
D e s c a n o , CA 9 1 9 1 6 
(760) 7 6 5 - 0 7 5 5 

M i t c h e l l C a v e r n s N a t u r a l P r e s e r v e 
P.O. Box 1 
E s s e x , CA 9 2 3 3 2 
(760) 9 2 8 - 2 5 8 6 

O c o t i l l o Wells S t a t e V e h i c u l a r 
R e c r e a t i o n Area 
P.O. Box 3 6 0 
5 1 7 2 Hwv. 7 8 
B o r r e g o Sp r ings , CA 9 2 0 0 4 
(760) 7 6 7 - 5 3 9 1 

P a l o m a r M o u n t a i n S t a t e Park 
P.O. Box 175 
P a l o m a r , CA 9 2 0 6 0 
(760) 7 4 2 - 3 4 6 2 

P i c a c h c S t a t e R e c r e a t i o n A r e a 
P.O. Box 84 8 
4 9 0 0 Pieacho R o a d 
W i n t e r h a v e n , CA 9 2 2 8 3 
(760) 39.3-3052 

S a l t o n Sea S t a t e R e c r e a t i o n A r e a 
1 0 0 - 2 2 5 S t a t e P a r k R o a d 
N o r t h Shore , CA 9 2 2 5 4 
(760) 3 9 3 3 0 5 9 

V i s i t o r C e n t e r s 

CA W e l c o m e C e n t e r 
2 7 9 6 T a n g e r Way S u i t e 1 0 6 
B a r s t o w . CA 9 2 3 1 1 
(760) 2 5 3 - 4 8 1 3 

Big B e a r D i s c o v e r y C e n t e r 
Nor th SI l o r e / H i g h w a y 3 8 
P.O. Box 6 6 
F a w n s k i n , CA 9 2 3 3 3 
(909) 8 6 6 - 3 4 3 7 

I n t e r a g e n c y V i s i t o r C e n t e r 
D r a w e r R 
J e t . Hwv. 3 9 5 & H w y 1 3 6 
Lone Pine, CA 9 3 5 4 5 
(760) 8 7 6 - 6 2 2 2 

Mojave D e s e r t I n f o r m a t i o n C e n t e r 
M o j a v e N a t i o n a l P r e s e r v e 
P.O. Box 2 4 1 
7 2 1 5 7 B a k e r Blvd. 
Bake r , CA 9 2 3 0 9 
(780) 7 3 3 - 4 0 4 0 

A n z a - B o r r e g o D e s e r t S t a t e Park 
V i s i t o r C e n t e r 
2 0 0 Pa lm C a n y o n Drive 
Bor rego S p r i n g s , CA 9 2 0 0 4 
(760) 7 6 7 - 5 3 1 1 

M o j a v e D e s e r t M u l t i - A g e n c y 
I n f o r m a t i o n C e n t e r 
Cal i forn ia S t a l e P a r k s 
4 3 7 7 9 15 th S t r e e t W e s t 
L a n c a s t e r , CA 9 3 5 3 4 
(661) 9 4 2 - 0 6 6 2 

J a w b o n e S t a t i o n 
P.O. Box D 
J e t . Hwy. 14 & J a w b o n e Rd. 
C a n t i l , CA 9 3 5 1 9 
(760) 3 7 3 - 1 1 4 6 

S a n t a R o s a M o u n t a i n s N a t i o n a l S c e n i c 
Area V i s i t o r C e n t e r 
5 1 - 5 0 0 Hwy. 7 4 
P a l m Dese r t , CA 9 2 2 6 0 
(760) 8 6 2 - 9 9 8 4 

Notes 

a n d Goldfield, N e v a d a . W h i l e t h i s r a i l r o a d 
l ine n e v e r flourished f inanc ia l ly , it w a s a n 
i m p o r t a n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n l i nk for m i n e r s , 
m i n i n g c o m p a n i e s , a n d d e s e r t r e s i d e n t s , 
a n d t h u s w a s k e p t in o p e r a t i o n . S h i p p i n g 
b o r a x b y ra i l r e p l a c e d t h e f a m o u s 2 0 -
m u l e t e a m s u s e d b y t h e H a r m o n y B o r a x 
W o r k s . T h e T&T a l s o s e r v e d a s t h e 
s h o r t e s t , f a s t e s t , a n d c h e a p e s t r a i l r o u t e 
to Los A n g e l e s a n d S a n F r a n c i s c o for all 
of t h e t o w n s a n d m i n e s a l o n g the 
A m a r g o s a River a n d w i t h i n t h e D e a t h 
Valley region. 

As the m i n e s w e r e d e p l e t e d , t h e T&T 
b rough t s u p p l i e s a n d p a s s e n g e r s in a n d 
out of t he reg ion , b u t b y 1940 , all 
o p e r a t i o n s c e a s e d . T h e r a i l s a n d t i e s w e r e 
sa lvaged in 1 9 4 3 , d u r i n g World W a r II. In 
o r d e r to p r e s e r v e w h a t r e m a i n s of Un­
original r o u t e , t h e r e m n a n t of t h e old 
ra i l road g r a d e from S p e r r y , Ca l i fo rn ia , to 
t h e C a l i f o r n i a / N e v a d a b o r d e r h a s b e e n 
c losed to m o t o r i z e d t r ave l . 

© Amargosa Canyon 

(See map, H-3) T h e A m a r g o s a C a n y o n 
N a t u r a l A r e a is l o c a t e d a l o n g t h e 
A m a r g o s a River d r a i n a g e in s o u t h e r n 
Inyo C o u n t y , Ca l i fo rn ia . A n e x t r e m e l y 
rich a n d d i v e r s e a s s o r t m e n t of wildlife — 
i n c l u d i n g a g r e a t v a r i e t y of b i r d s — l ives 
o n th i s i s o l a t e d s t r e t c h of s u r f a c e w a t e r 
i n t h e c a n y o n a n d a d j a c e n t r iver 
d r a i n a g e . 

People a n - k n o w n to h a v e lived in t h i s 
a r e a for t h e p a s t 8 , 0 0 0 y e a r s . F o u r 
d i s t i n c t c u l t u r e s h a v e b e e n d i s c o v e r e d , 
n o w k n o w n a s t h e P a l e o - I n d i a n , t h e L a k e 
M o h a v e / P i n t o , t h e A m a r g o s a , a n d the 
S h o s h o n e a n . T w o h i s t o r i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
r o u t e s r a n t h r o u g h A m a r g o s a C a n y o n -
t h e Old S p a n i s h Tra i l in t he 1 8 3 0 ' s a n d a 
p o r t i o n of t h e T o n o p a h a n d T i d e w a t e r 
Ra i l road c o n s t r u c t e d in 1906 . T h e 
r a i l road r a i l s w e r e r e m o v e d d u r i n g World 
W a r II, a n d all b r i d g e s a n d mos t r a i l r o a d 
t i e s l iave b e e n d e s t r o y e d b y v a n d a l i s m . 
w e a t h e r i n g , a n d e r o s i o n . 

A c c e s s to A m a r g o s a C a n y o n is b y w a y of 
S t a t e I l i ghway 1 2 7 to t h e Old S p a n i s h 
Tra i l I l ighway, j u s t s o u t h of S h o s h o n e , 
Cal i fornia . G o e a s t for a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 
m i l e s to T e c o p a a n d follow t h e s i g n s . 

i . • • V L v . C - J • . 

(See map, H-2) T h e G r i m s h a w L a k e 
N a t u r a l Area e x t e n d s a l o n g t h e A m a r g o s a 
River a d j a c e n t to t h e T e c o p a Ho t S p r i n g s . 
C o n n e c t e d g e o g r a p h i c a l l y to A m a r g o s a 
C a n y o n , t h e N a t u r a l A r e a e x t e n d s a l o n g 
t h e A m a r g o s a River d r a i n a g e to t h e 
vicini ty of T e c o p a . 

T h e p r e s e n c e of p e r m a n e n t , flowing w a t e r 
i s a r a r e o c c u r r e n c e i n t h e Mojave D e s e r t ; 
t h e lake p r o v i d e s p r e c i o u s h a b i t a t for 
d e s e r t wildlife, loca l ized p l a n t s , a n d a 
va r ie ty of wa te r fowl a n d m i g r a t o r y b i r d s , 
s u c h a s t h e Ca l i fo rn i a Yellow-bil led 
C u c k o o a n d t h e L e a s t Bel l ' s Vi reo . 

S m a l l a r e a s of w e t l a n d v e g e t a t i o n s u p p o r t 
p o p u l a t i o n s of t h e A m a r g o s a Vole, t h e 
A m a r g o s a pocke t g o p h e r , t h e s p e c k l e d 
d a c e , t h e A m a r g o s a River p u p f i s h , a n d 
I h e T e c o p a B i r d ' s - b e a k p l a n t . T h e s e 
s p e c i e s a r e ve ry s e n s i t i v e to d i s t u r b a n c e , 
w h i c h is t h e r e a s o n G r i m s h a w L a k e is 

All fireworks are prohibited on 
BLM, NPS, USFS, USFWS and 

State Parks land. 

F o r E m e r g e n c i e s 

DIAL 9 1 1 

or 

C e n t e r 
( 9 0 9 ) 3 8 3 - 5 6 5 1 


