


WELCOME TO THE CALIFORNIA DESERT 
Within i t s 25-million-acre expanse—an a rea the size of Ohio—lies a land of extreme contras ts . From the relatively high Mojave Desert of J o s h u a 
trees a n d creosote to the lower Colorado Desert of native fan pa lms , smoke trees and ocotillo, the California Desert offers a mul t i tude of recreational 
opportuni t ies . Whether you have come to hike or backpack, tour by au to or four-wheel drive, enjoy your off-highway vehicle (OHV), or ride horses or 
m o u n t a i n bikes, please T r e a d Light ly! on the desert and Leave No T r a c e of your visit. 

H O W T O U S E T H I S G U I D E 

Contact your local land m a n a g e m e n t office 
when p lanning your trip to the desert . They 
can provide you with m a p s and any needed 
permits , a s well a s up- to-da te information 
on seasonal and emergency closures, 
weather a n d road condit ions. When 
traveling in the desert, p lease keep in mind 
the following: 

• These m a p s do not show the entire desert 
route network. 

J Road conditions and h a z a r d s are not 
marked . 

• Signs on the ground t a k e precedence over 
information on the m a p s . 

J Boundar ies are graphic representa t ions 
only and are not shown to scale. 

Not all land in the deser t is public. Private 
land is scat tered t h roughou t the California 
Desert . Please respect private property and 
leave all gates as you found them. 

R E C R E A T I O N I N F O R M A T I O N 

Whatever outdoor recreat ion activity you 
enjoy, the following information will help to 
a s s u r e safe and enjoyable visits for 
everyone. 

Campf i res 
To protect sparse 
vegetation and the 
fragile deser t 
ecosystem, br ing 
firewood from 
home. 
Regulations 
vary among 
agencies and 
seasons . 
Always check 
with the 
local office 
before 
building a 
campfire. 

California 
Fire Permit 

B u r e a u of Land M a n a g e m e n t (BLM): A 
campfire permit is required at all t imes. A 
free permit is available a t all BLM offices 
and visitor centers . Open fires may be 
banned completely dur ing periods of high 
fire danger. Outside of existing campfire 
rings, please use a metal fire pan . Firewood 
collection is restricted to down and dead 
materials . 

Na t iona l Pa rk Serv ice (NPS): In Death 
Valley and J o s h u a Tree National Parks, 
campfires are permit ted in designated 
campgrounds . Where fireplaces are not 
provided, fires are restricted to portable 
stoves. In the Mojave National Preserve, 
open campfires are limited to existing 
campfire rings or a metal fire pan . The 
collection of wood, living or dead, anywhere 
within NPS lands is prohibited. 

Cal i fornia S t a t e P a r k s (CSP): Open ground 
fires are not allowed. Campfires are allowed 
in fire r ings found in designated campsi tes 
and day-use areas . Portable grills may be 
used , b u t a shes and coals may not be 
dumped on the ground; u s e the fire r ings or 
carry t hem out. 

Cal i fornia S t a t e Vehicu la r R e c r e a t i o n 
Area (SVRA): Open ground fires are allowed. 
Use of campfire rings is encouraged. Leave 
No T r a c e and pick u p any debris (nails, 
a shes , and coals). Bring your own firewood. 
Dead wood may not be gathered . 

U.S. F o r e s t Serv ice (USFS): Campfire 
permi ts are required yea r - round . Fire 
restr ict ions vary depending on the level of 
fire danger. Contact a USFS office to find 
out cur ren t information. 

U.S. F i s h a n d Wildlife Se rv i ce (USFWS): 
Campfires are not permi t ted on most 
National Wildlife Refuges. 

C a m p i n g 

A wide range of camping opportuni t ies are 
available in the California Desert, from 
developed campgrounds to primitive 
baekcountry . Regulations vary among 
agencies and seasons . Contac t the area you 
wish to visit for more information. 
Remember to Leave No T r a c e of your visit. 

BLM: There are many developed 
campgrounds in the California desert . BLM 
also allows dispersed camping and h a s a 
n u m b e r of Long Term Visitor Areas (LTVAs) 
for "snowbirds" t ha t flock to the deser t in 
the winter mon ths . For more specific 
information, contact any BLM office or 
visitor center for a Recreation Opportuni ty 
Guide (ROG). 

NPS: In National Parks , camping is 
generally limited to 14 days; however, 
there are exceptions. NPS also offers 
baekcount ry camping. Contact each 
individual park for details on their 
camping opportunit ies and reservat ions. 

CSP: Camping in most Sta te Parks is 
permit ted in designated a reas . Contact the 
pa rk you intend to visit to learn more 
about their camping facilities. Some pa rks 
offer family and group campsi tes . 
Campsi te reservations can be m a d e 
year - round by calling DESTINET at (800) 
444-7275 . 

SVRA: You can camp anywhere in the 
Ocotillo Wells SVRA. There a re several 
tables, r amadas , and fire r ings scat tered 
th roughout the SVRA for your 
convenience. 

USFS: The USFS offers developed, family, 
group, undeveloped, and remote camping 
opportunit ies . For specific information on 
camping in USFS areas , contact the near­
est USFS office. To make reservations at 
popular campgrounds , call 
1 -800-280-CAMP. 

USFWS: Camping is permit ted at some 
National Wildlife Refuges. Contact the 
USFWS for more information. 

Vehicle T rave l 

Due to diverse topography, plants , soils 
and land ownership in California, oil high 
way vehicle (OHV) regulat ions vary from 
area to area. Flash floods are common in 
the desert, so avoid crossing washes , and 
wait, a few h o u r s after a heavy rain. Check 
with the appropr ia te land management 
agency before you visit a n area. 

BLM: All BLM-managed public lands in 
the California Desert are designated as 
one of three vehicle-use categories: 

• Open Areas are open to vehicle use 
anywhere within the posted boundaries . 
Travel off es tabl ished routes 
(cross-country) is permitted. 

IJ Closed Areas arc closed to all motorized 
vehicle u se . 

J L imi ted Areas are open to motorized 
vehicle use, subject to posted 
restrictions. No cross-country travel is 
permitted in Limited Areas. 

NPS: Only street legal vehicles may be 
operated within NPS-managed lands. All 
off-road travel is prohibited. 

CSP: Only street-legal vehicles may be 
operated, and only on designated roads . 

SVRA: Cross-country travel is permit ted 
only in designated, open OIIV areas . In all 
other areas , vehicles are limited to 
approved routes of travel. 

USFS: OHV riding a reas are designated 
trails and routes . Ride responsibly and 
follow signs. 

USFWS: Some refuge roads and trails are 
closed to motorized vehicles. 

H u n t i n g a n d Targe t S h o o t i n g 

The majority of public l ands managed by 
the BLM and USFS are open to hunt ing . 
All California State laws regarding 
hunt ing , including the possess ion of a 
valid s ta te hun t ing license, a re in effect on 
these lands . Hunt ing opportuni t ies exist 
for migratory birds, up land game, fur-
bearing m a m m a l s and big game, except 
where prohibited by s ta te or local laws or 
posted otherwise. Ques t ions regarding 
these opportunit ies should be directed to 
the local land managemen t field office. For 
information on hun t ing or fishing reg­
ulat ions, call the California Depar tmen t of 
Fish a n d G a m e alt Q562fy 990-5132 . 

BLM: The shooting or discharge of 
firearms is generally permit ted on 
BLM-managed lands unless posted 
otherwise, a s long as such activity is 

permitted by s ta te and local laws. Shooters 
are prohibited from destroying any na tu ra l 
features, including cac tus and other p lants . 
A firearm may not be discharged within 150 
yards of any developed area . 

NPS: The possession of a firearm or a i r -gun 
is prohibited un less it is unloaded and cased 
or otherwise packed to prevent use . Target 
shooting is illegal in the Mojave National 
Preserve, b u t hun t ing is allowed and is 
regulated by the California Department of 
Fish and Game. 

CSP: Hunt ing or the possess ion of loaded 
firearms is prohibited in mos t un i t s of the 
Slate Park system. 

SVRA: Possession of loaded firearms Is 
prohibited. 

USFS: Target shoot ing a n d "plinking" are 
permit ted in some areas and are regulated by 
county ordinances and-Federal regulat ions. 

USFWS: Some National Wildlife Refuges allow 
hunt ing dur ing hun t ing season. Target 
shooting is not allowed on National Wildlife1 

Refuges. Call USFWS for cur ren t information. 

P e t s 

Pets are welcome in all a reas if kept on a 
leash. National Park and California State1 

Park regulat ions are strictly enforced. 
Remember to clean u p after your pet. When 
considering leaving pets in vehicles or 
trailers, be aware tha t t empera tures can rise1 

quickly to lethal levels in the s u m m e r heat . 

P R O T E C T E D R E S O U R C E S 

His to r i c a n d Archaeolog ica l S i t e s 

The California Desert possesses t h o u s a n d s of 
historic and archaeological sites. The 
petroglyphs and intaglios left by the earliest 
Indian inhabi tan ts , the trails of early Spanish 
explorers, the vestiges of mining camps and 
roads used by later settlers, and the 
r e m n a n t s of General George Pat ton 's WWII 
desert warfare t raining areas are jus t a few of 
Ihc sites dial provide a rich and important 
legacy of more t h a n 10,000 years of h u m a n 
history in North America. Visit these sites 
and reflect on the forces and events thai 
have shaped our nat ion and our personal 
lives. 

Remember, historic a n d archaeological sites 
arc fragile, mm renewable resources. 
Unfortunately, m a n y of these sites have been 
damaged by casua l collecting, a s well a s by 
deliberate looting and vandal ism. It is illegal 
i«i remove artifacts or other objects of 
antiquity from public lands. Observe sites 
from a distance, lake care not to d is turb the 
surface of a site, and do not remove artifacts 
or other objects. Help preserve and protect 
this legacy so that future generat ions may 
also visit, enjoy and learn abou t our heritage. 

J Enjoy rock ar t (petroglyphs a n d plcto-
graphs) by viewing, sketching or pho­
tographing it. Do not 
use chalk or other 
materials to t race or 
otherwise touch 
rock art. Direct 
contact can 
accelerate the 
disintegration of 
these ancient fig­
ure's. Local rock 
art societies and 
a m a t e u r archaeolog­
ical organizations are 
good places to learn abou t recording and 
protecting rock art . 

J Archaeological and cul tura l sites are often 
places of ancestral , religious or cul tural 
importance to local Native American tribes 
and should be approached with respect. 
Many tribes in the California Desert have 
m u s e u m s or public information centers; 
contact them to learn more about their 
history and cul ture . 

J The California Desert h a s r e m n a n t s of old 
mining camps , stagecoach stops and 
homes teads , a s well a s WWU-era military 
camps and training areas . Please approach 
these sites "with caution. An abandoned 

LU C a l i c o E a r l y - M a n 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S i t e 

(See map, C-l) The history of the Calico 
site dates back to 1942, when ama teu r 
archaeologists discovered s tone tools in 
the area. The fragments were embedded in 
the sediments of the shoreline of a n 
ancient, Pleistocene-Era lake called Lake 
Manix. The Calico Early Man 
archaeological site was the only New World 
project unde r t aken by the renowned 
archaeologist/paleontologist , Dr. Louis S. 
B. Leakey. Leakey and his son, Richard, 
are well known for their Early Man 
discoveries a t Olduvai Gorge in Eas t 
Africa. Dr. Leakey first visited the Calico 
site in 1963 to examine artifacts 
discovered in a commercial excavation by 
Ruth Dee Simpson, a San Bernard ino 
County archaeologist. Leakey cont inued to 
act a s Calico Project Director unti l his 
dea th in 1972. Scientists have classified 
the site as a s tone tool workshop, quarry, 
and camp site. Perhaps early nomadic 
h u n t e r s and gatherers s topped in this 
a rea to fashion the tools which they used 
to survive. The Calico site is open to the 
public1. To get there, travel 15 miles 
nor theas t of Barstow, California on 
Inters ta te-15 and take the Minneola Road 
Exit. Follow the signs ano ther 2 miles on a 
graded dirt road to the site. 

0 C a l i c o G h o s t T o w n T h e m e P a r k 

(See map, B-l) The discovery of r ich silver 
deposi ts on Calico Mountain in 1881 led 
to the founding of the town of Calico, 
California by early prospectors . Eighty-six 
million dollars in high-grade silver was 
taken from the area in its first 15 years . 
By 1886, the price of silver fell drastically, 
making the mines too expensive1 to 
operate. The towns population at thai time 
was a round 4,000. With the collapse of 
the value of silver, the population 
evaporated, leaving the town deserted by 
1905. Walter Knott, known for his Knotts 
Berry Farm, bough t t h e town a n d in 1969 
began restoring port ions of it. By 1975. il 
had become a San Bernardino County 
theme park. While the historic old 
s t ruc tures are now mostly gone, the visitor 
can still cap ture a sense of the history of 
the area by walking a round the old 
townsite, and visiting the shops and Ice 
cream parlors. Gunfights are held in the 
s t reets and a n n u a l special events attract 
t h o u s a n d s of visitors. To get to the theme 
park, take the Ghost Town Road Exit off 
Inters tate-15, nor theas t of Barstow, 
California, a n d follow the s igns for 3 
miles. Park h o u r s are 7 a.m. to dusk, 
daily. 

CD A f t o n C a n y o n N a t u r a l A r e a 

(See map, G-l) The headwate rs of the 
Mojave River are in the S a n Bernard ino 
Mountains of California. From there, the 
river flows nor th and east for 100 miles, 
away from the Pacific, eventually 
disappearing from view in the Devils 
Playground within the National Park 
Services Mojave National Preserve. The 
Mojave flows underground , coming to the 
surface in only a few places, including 
Afton Canyon. Here the river flows on the 
surface most of the year, providing a 
unique desert habi ta t for deser t plan Is 
and animals . 

Afton Canyon was carved by water 
draining from Pleistocene Manix Lake, 
very likely th rough a rift in the ear th 
caused by a s t rong ea r thquake along the 
Manix Faul t abou t 15,000 years ago. 
Water eroded the rocks and soils there, 
creating the colors seen in the canyon 
walls today. The process slowly 
cont inues a s the Mojave River flows 
gently eas tward th rough the canyon. 
H u m a n s in the a rea left a record of their 
pass ing in the form of s tone tools a n d 
pottery, some of it es t imated to be 8,000 
years old. The first European to visit 
Alton Canyon was the Span i sh 
missionary, Father Garces, who came 
through here in 1776, naming the area 
Painted Pass . The Old Mojave Trail 
passes through here; a 130-mile 
fragment of the trail is still open, for 
those prepared to make the potentially 
hazardous desert trek. 

The Afton Road Exit is located 4 3 miles 
northeast of Barstow, California. Travel 
another 4 miles on Afton Road and you 
will arrive in the canyon a n d a t the Afton 
Canyon Campground. The campground 
is open year - round and h a s 22 
campsi tes . Facilities include picnic 
tables, cooking grills, pit toilets, and 
garbage cans . There is no fire-wood, 
running water, electricity, or te lephone 
service. Visitors should come well-
prepared when visiting s u c h remote 
desert locations, part icularly in the 
summer t ime. 

0 P i s g a h C r a t e r L a v a F l o w 

(See map, G-3) Although m u c h of the 
lava associated with this flow extends 
onto the U.S. Marine Corps Air Ground 
Combat Center, which is not open to the 
public, there are also port ions of the lava 
flow found on public lands , which are 
open to the public. Scientists have 
determined that these flows may be the 
youngest pahoehoe basa l t s found in 
California. Typically, such flows are 
eroded or obscured b y p l a n t growth, b u t 
this phenomenon h a s not yet happened 
at Pisgah. Visitors may observe a variety 
of lava types here , including both 
pahoehoe and aa . 

Research a n d s tudy at Pisgah h a s 
resul ted in significant knowledge 
pertaining to the formation of the lava 
tubes and subsurface geology of the 
area. An analysis of chemical changes in 
lava rock of different-aged flows, for 
example, h a s shown scientists how, as 
our cont inent drifts westward, the 
molten rock below the ea r ths c rus t h a s 
changed. Pisgah is a un ique dest inat ion 
for s t u d e n t s of geology, whether 
individuals or c lassroom groups, and 
h a s served a s a n instruct ional and 
educat ional aid for m a n y years . Access 
to the a rea is off Historic Route 66, j u s t 
eas t of Newberry Springs, California. 

0 U p p e r J o h n s o n Va l l ey 
Y u c c a R i n g s A C E C 

(See map, C-6) The Yucca Rings of Upper 
J o h n s o n Valley are both the largest and 
oldest-known for the Mojave Yucca 
(Yucca schidigera) with an est imated age 
of up to 2 ,250 years , making them much 
older t h a n most living things. Yucca 
rings, a s a phenomenon, arc formed 
from the vegetative reproduction, or 

mine may pose hazards, including dan 
gcrous shal t s and lunnels and Ihc 
remains ol hazardous chemicals, such 
as mercury and cyanide, that may have 
been used in milling processes . Military 
training a reas still have uncxploded 
land mines and ammuni t ion . If you 
encounter any of these hazards , please 
stay clear and notify local law enforce­
ment or a BLM Ranger. 

J Historic and archaeological si tes are 
protected by law. Severe civil and crimi­
nal penalt ies will be brought against 
individuals who damage or otherwise 
h a r m these resources . Conviction can 
carry criminal penalties of u p to 2 years 
in prison a n d / o r $250,000 in fines, a s 
well a s civil penalties s u c h a s vehicle 
confiscation or site restorat ion costs . 

Wi lde rnes s 

The 1964 Wilderness Act defines wilder­
nes s a s a reas "where the E a r t h a n d its 
communi ty of life are un t rammeled by 
man , where m a n himself is a visitor who 
does not remain." There are 8 million 
acres of wilderness in the California 
Desert. These Federal lands are adminis­
tered by the BLM, NPS, USFS and USFWS 
for the preservation and protection of 
their na tu ra l conditions. Wilderness with­
in California State Parks is managed simi­
lar to Federal wilderness. The following 
guidelines will help main ta in the wilder­
ness values for you and other visitors. 

U Use "Leave No T r a c e " tech­
niques w h e n prepar ing for 
your wilderness visit, travel­
ing th rough wilderness, and 
camping in wilderness . 

Follow Leave No Trace (LNT) guidelines to 
minimize the impacts of your next wilder­
ness visit. 

• Plan ahead and prepare 
• Travel and camp on durab le surfaces 
• Pack it in, pack it ou t 
• Properly dispose of w h a t you can ' t 

pack out 
• Leave what you find 
• Minimize u s e and impac ts of fire 
For more1 LNT information call 1-800 
332-4100. 

Responsible land u s e depends more on 
your at t i tude and awareness t h a n on 
rules and regulations. 

Be sure to T r e a d Light ly! by: 

• Travel only where permit ted; 
• Respect the rights of o thers ; 
• Educate yourself; 
• Avoid driving th rought wet a reas and 

areas easily scarred by chu rn ing 
wheels; 

• Drive responsibly to protect the envi­
ronment . 

• Familiarize yourself with ru les t ha t 
apply to the specific wi lderness a rea tha t 
you intend to visit. Motorized equipment 
and mechanical t ranspor t , s u c h a s 
chainsaws, motor vehicles and bicycles, 
are prohibited in all wi lderness a reas . 
Permits for visitation or u s e of pack 
animals are required in some wilderness 
areas . The managing agency is the bes t 
source of cur ren t inforrnation. 

Dese r t T o r t o i s e a n d o t h e r T h r e a t e n e d 
a n d E n d a n g e r e d Spec i e s 

All California res idents and visitors are 

from either Inters ta te 40 sou th of Daggett, 
California, or from California Highway 247 
east of Lucerne Valley. 

0 K e l s o D u n e s W i l d e r n e s s 

(See map, 1-2) Within this 129,580-acre 
wilderness lie two sweeping valleys: the 
rolling Bristol Mounta in and the Kelso 
Sand Dunes , t he second tallest d u n e s in 
the California Desert . The sand d u n e 
system lies within the Mojave National 
Preserves portion of the wilderness. To 
access the southwes t corner of th is 
wilderness, lake the Kelbaker Road exit 
from Interstate 40 and go nor th for 
approximately 1.6 miles. Four-wheel drive 
vehicles are recommended. 

CJ B r i s t o l M o u n t a i n s W i l d e r n e s s 

(See map, J 3) A portion of the rolling 
Bristol Mountains and a tilted volcanic 
plain form this 68,515-acre wilderness . 
Extreme dis tances a n d the lack of any 
springs make I ravel in this wi lderness 
hazardous . The a rea offers ou ts tand ing 
challenges for only the most experienced 
desert hiker, as well a s opportuni t ies for 
solitude. The wilderness is cont iguous on 
its eastern boundary a t Budweiscr Wash 
with the Granite Mounta ins Wilderness, 
which is part of the Mojave National 
Preserve. Interstate 40 forms port ions of 
the wilderness s o u t h e r n boundary . Take 
the Ludlow exit from 1-40 and follow the 
dirt road nor th for abou t 2 miles to a 
pipeline road a n d t u r n east . There are no 
established t ra i lheads and high clearance 
vehicles are recommended. 

cloning, of original parent p lants . As 
yucca shoots grow outward from the 
original plant, a large group of s ta lks is 
formed. Over a period of m a n y years , the 
interior portion of a given plant may die, 
leaving only the younger, outer s ta lks . In 
this way, a yucca ring is formed. Yucca 
rings in Upper J o h n s o n Valley have 
diameters of u p to 20 linear feet, and 
may be comprised of a s many as 130 
individual p lants . 

Getting to the rings may be somewhat 
difficult. They are located about 5 miles 
from Camp Rock Road, nor theas t of 
Lucerne Valley, California, and j u s t 
sou theas t of Anderson Dry Lake, within 
the J o h n s o n Valley Off-Highway Vehicle 
Area. 

0 H i s t o r i c R o u t e 6 6 

(See map, A-l to J-5) This historical 
highway, once known as America's Main 
Street, h a s been popularized by song 
and television for many years . Completed 
in 1926, U.S. Highway 66 s t re tched for 
more t h a n 2 ,000 miles from Chicago to 
Los Angeles. When Interstate 40 was 
completed, t he old highway fell into 
general d isuse . About 82% of the original 
route remains today, and can be 
traveled. 

Known as the National Trails Highway in 
sou the rn California, there h a s been an 
increase in interest in the old route in 
recent years , inspiring publicat ions, 
maps , and roadside m u s e u m s . 

0 T o n o p a J i a n d TMcewateir 

R a i l r o a d 

(See map, 1-3) For 35 years , from 1905 to 
1940, the Tonopah and Tidewater (T&T) 
Railroad r an between Ludlow, California, 
and Goldfield, Nevada. While this 

responsible for learning about and 
respecting regulations Ihal protect desert 
wildlife and resources . You can be a part 
of our efforts to reduce the decline in 
desert tortoise and other th rea tened and 
endangered species populat ions. These 
species are fully protceded by s ta te and 
Federal laws and must not be dis turbed, 
collected, killed or harassed . If you sec 
someone take a tortoise from the desert , 
please notify CALTD? (800) 952-5400 or 
any law enforcement agency. 

D E S E R T S A F E T Y T I P S 

Travel in the deser t can be an adventure . 
It can also be a disaster if a b reakdown or 
sudden change in weather ca tches you 
unprepared . Harsh weather condit ions 
can t u r n a deser t outing into a tragedy. 
Acquire a knowledge of desert survival 
skills. Travel in pairs for safety in back-
country a reas . 

P lan Your T r ip Carefully 

Tell someone where you are going and 
when you plan to re tu rn . Stick with your 
itinerary a n d let t h e m know w h e n you get 
back. Do not travel in the desert back-
country wi thout taking along appropria te 
maps , such a s 7.5-minute U.S. Geologic 
Survey (USGS) topographic maps , which 
show land contours and specific features. 

railroad line never flourished financially, 
it served miners , mining companies , and 
desert res idents for whom this 
t ranspor ta t ion link was of immense 
importance. For Ibis reason, it w a s kept 
alive, paid for by the mining companies 
owned by "Borax" Smith, who also 
financed its original construct ion. The 
T&T served as the shortest , fastest, and 
cheapest rail route to Los Angeles and 
San Francisco for all of the towns and 
mines along I he Amargosa River and 
within (lie Death Valley region. Shipping 
borax by rail replaced the famous 20-
mulc h a i us used by the Harmony Borax 
Works. As the mines depleted, the T&T 
brough t suppl ies a n d passengers in and 
out of the region, b u t by 1940 all 
operations ceased. The rails and tics were 
salvaged in 1943, dur ing World War II. In 
order to preserve wha t r emains of the 
original route, the r e m n a n t of the old 
railroad grade from Sperry, California, to 
the California/Nevada border h a s been 
closed to motorized travel. 

0 M o j a v e R o a d 

(See map, E-l) Traveling across the desert 
is daun t ing for some people today, even 
in our modern air-condit ioned 
automobiles — so j u s t imagine runn ing 
on foot across th i s land. Native 
Americans did j u s t t ha t over a t housand 
years ago. Venturing from the Colorado 
River to the Pacific Coast to t rade goods, 
they stopped a t spr ings along the way. 
Later, early explorers like Jedcd iah Smith 
(1826) and Fa ther Francisco (farces 
(1776), a s well a s Army troops in the 
1860's and early sett lers, u sed th is route 
and its springs. Also called the Old 
Government Road or Old Mojave Trail, 
the Mojave Road once r an from Furl 
Whipple, near Prescott, Arizona, to Drum 
Barracks j u s t s o u t h of Los Angeles. The 
road eventually was abandoned with the 
advent of railroad travel in the 1880's 
and the automobile routes Ibat followed 
the t racks. Today, onlv 130 miles of the 

Mojave Road remain , beginning a t Fort 
Mojave Indian Reservation on the 
Colorado River a n d ending near Camp 
Cady east of Barstow. Four-wheel drive 
en thus ias t s enjoy the Mojave Road to this 
day. 

0 J o h n s o n V a l l e y Off H i g h w a y 
V e h i c l e A r e a 

(See map, D-5) This 154,700-acre off-
highway vehicle area, located nor thwes t 
of Lucerne Valley, California, provides a 
wide variety of opportunit ies for off-
highway vehicle riding. J o h n s o n Valley 
consists of dry lake beds, rugged hills, 
steep mounta ins , open valleys, a n d a reas 
of deep sand. All forms of motorized 
vehicle use are allowed within the 
boundar ies of the area. Popular s taging 
and camping a reas include Anderson Dry 
Lake, Soggy Dry Lake, Cougar But tes , 
and the Rockpile. Elevations range from 
4,600 feet at Hartwell Hills to 2 ,300 feet 
at Melville Dry Lake. The access roads to 
this a rea are open to street-legal vehicles 
only, and m u c h of the land found sou th 
of the open area is privately-owned. 
Competitive events are often held in 
J o h n s o n Valley; visitors should u s e 
caution, s tay away from well-marked race 
routes, and watch for race vehicles, 
particularly on weekends . Access to the 
area is from Camp Rock Road, on the 
western boundary, and by way of 
Bessemer Mine and Boone Roads, all 
three of which are nor th of State 1 lighway 
247, j u s t a few miles east of the 
community of Lucerne Valley, California. 

0 N e w b e r r y M o u n t a i n s W i l d e r n e s s 

(See map, C-3) The Newberry Mounta ins 
Wilderness is noted for its rugged 
volcanic moun ta ins and its deep, maze 
like canyons. Topography ranges from 
2,200 feet in the nor th to 5,100 feet on 
the sou the rn end. The un ique desert 
features in this area are the result of 
volcanic activity. Desert bighorn s h e e p 
have historically traveled this area, and 
prairie falcons and golden eagles stop 
here to forage and to rest . Spring 
vifollower displays have been seen along 
the western boundary . To reach the 
Newberry Mounta ins Wilderness, take 
( a m p Rock Road from either Interstate 
40 j u s t sou th of Daggett, California, or 

1 rum California Highway 247 j u s t eas t of 
Lucerne Valley, California. 

0 R o d m a n M o u n t a i n s W i l d e r n e s s 

(See map, E-4) A series of ridges and 
valleys climbing from 2,000 feet to almost 
5,000 feet are the resu l t of earthqxiake 
faults which cross the Rodman 
Mountains Wilderness. A lava flow also 
cuts the a rea in two, t rending from 
northwest to sou theas t , forming a sloping 
mesa. Colorful e sca rpments , calico-
colored moun ta in s , tangled canyons, and 
broad, majestic ba jadas are in gentle 
symphony here. Steep canyons and cliffs 
form dry falls along deep drainage 
pa t te rns , creat ing robus t cascades dur ing 
heavy ra ins to rms . An important raptor 
breeding a rea is located within this 
wilderness, where prairie falcons and 
golden eagles can somet imes be found. 
The m o u n t a i n s are also par t of the 
historic range for desert bighorn sheep. 
Access is by way of Camp Rock Road 

® | ^ 

(See map, A 4) S toddard Valley is a 
triai lgi Ja r si laped off-highway vehicle 
recreation a rea immediately sou th of 
Barstow, California. Access is convenient 
to the visitor, a s the a rea is bordered by 
Interstate 15 on the west and California 
Highway 247 on the east . Organized races 
and other competitive events take place 
here year - round . The open area is 
punc tua ted by steep, rocky mounta ins ; 
rugged hills; open valleys; and wide, 
winding, sandy washes . Other recreational 
activities include hiking, rock scrambling, 
rock hounding, a n d bird watching. 
Elevations in Stoddard Valley range from 
5,000-foot Stoddard Peak to Turtle Valley 
at about 2,800 feet. 

Camping is allowed anywhere within the 
open area, a s long a s it does not block 
travel on a road. Camping is primitive and 
self-contained, meaning tha t motor homes 
and campers a re the most appropriate way 
of staying overnight, a s there arc no 
facilities of any kind in Stoddard Valley. 
There is a 14-day camping limit. 

Access from the nor th off Inters ta te-15 is 
by the Barstow Road Exit; Barstow Road 
becomes California Highway 247 south of 
town. Follow signs. Access from the sou th 
is also from Inters ta te 15 by either the 
Hodge Road Exit or the Outlet Center 
Drive Exit (formerly Sidewinder Road), and 
following the s igns. 

Learn how to u s e a topo 
graphic m a p and a com­
pas s before you hike 
cross-country or on 
trails thai are not we 
defined. It is easy to 
become disoriented 
in the desert where 
many l andmarks 
and rock forma­
tions look similar. 

Dress Proper ly 

Portion of 
topographic 

map 

Wear layered clothing to slow dehydrat ion 
and minimize exposure. Be s u r e to u s e 
good hiking shoes , loose-fit­
ting na tu ra l fiber cloth­
ing, a wide-brimmed 
hat , sunglasses a n d 
sunscreen . Desert tem­
pera tu res can reach over 90°F 
and drop below 50°F in one day. 
S u m m e r t empera tu res can exceed 
125°F in some locations. Winter 
t empera tu res can often drop 
below freezing. 

Carry P l e n t y of Water 

There are no dependable sources of water 
within the California Desert. A gal lon of 
w a t e r p e r p e r s o n , pe r day i s t h e 
abso lu t e m i n i m u m y o u s h o u l d ca r ry . 
When planning a hike, r emember tha t 
water weighs approximately 8 p o u n d s per 
gallon. When the 
water is half gone 
it is t ime to t u r n 
back. Be su re to 
bring extra 
water for your 
vehicle. 

DO NOT RATION WATER: il will only do 
you good if vim drink il. 

Mine Shaf ts a n d T u n n e l s 

Lor your safety, avoid (altering mine 
shafts or tunnels . They arc extremely 
dangerous due to uns tab le walls and 
odorless toxic fumes. Enter ing mines can 
also dis turb wildlife (bats and mice) living 
in them. 

Vehicles 

Keep your vehicle well main ta ined . Carry 
extra water and food, a shovel, tools, a 
tow st rap, flares and b lankets . Check 
road conditions and beware of flash 
Hoods. If you are s t randed, s tay with your 
vehicle; it is m u c h easier to spot a vehicle 
than a person on foot. 

B a e k c o u n t r y P e r m i t s 

A baekcountry permit may be required for 
overnight camping or travel. Check with 
the appropriate office for the a r ea you will 
be in. 

Fire 

One of the last though t s on any deser t 
visitor's mind is the danger of wildfire. 
Many people th ink the relatively spa r se 
plant cover m e a n s the deser t does not 
burn . But a deser t fire, if condit ions are 
right, can be j u s t a s dangerous a n d 
destructive a s wildfire in b r u s h l a n d s . 

When driving off mainta ined roads , avoid 
stopping in tall g rass or b rush . Hot 

MILITARY E X P L O S I V E S 

Large a reas of the desert have been and 
are still used a s bombing ranges and 
training a r e n a s by the U.S. Armed Forces. 
There are still m a n y unexploded devices 
lying a round . Do not handle anyth ing 
resembling military explosives. Report any 
such device you observe to your local law 
enforcement office. 

H A Z A R D O U S M A T E R I A L S 

Willi the cont inued closure of toxic waste 
disposal si tes, the illegal dumping of haz­
ardous waste h a s increased th roughou t 
the desert . Many of these mater ia ls are 
extremely toxic to h u m a n s . To avoid 
harm, stay clear of suspicious d rums , 
bags or chemical odors. Visible fumes, 
dead p lan t s or animals in the immediate 
vicinity, and s u d d e n onset of illness or 
skin irritation are signs of imminent dan­
ger. Report any suspected haza rdous 
waste to your local law enforcement office. 

W H O M A N A G E S T H E D E S E R T 

Bureau of Land M a n a g e m e n t (BLM): The 
California Desert Conservat ion Area (CDCA) 
was created by Congress in 1976 and 
includes a long-term land u s e plan for the 
management of public lands . The mission of 
the BLM is to s u s t a i n the heal th , diversity 
and productivity of the public lands for the 
use and enjoyment of p resen t and future 
generations. BLM offices are mainta ined to 
Riverside, Barstow, El Centro, Needles, Palm 
Springs and Ridgecrest. 

National Pa rk Se rv i ce (NPS): The NPS 
manages Death Valley and J o s h u a Tree 
National Parks as well a s the Mojave 
National Preserve. All units of the NPS are 
managed to "conserve the scenery and the 
natural and historic objects and Ihc wildlife 
therein, and to provide for the enjoymenl of 
the same to s u c h a manne r and by such 
means as will leave them unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations." Nalional 
I'ark designation implies a large, 
spectacular na tura l place having a wide 
variety of a t t r ibutes . National Preserves have 
similar qualities, but also allow hi inline or 
other commercial uses . 

D e p a r t m e n t of Defense (DOD): Larry a n a s 
>l I be California Desert are unde r (he 

management of the military: Ihc Marine 
Corps Training Base al Twentynine Palms, 
i 'bocolate Mountains Gunnery Range, El 
I lentro Naval Air Facility Ranges, the Naval 
Weapons Center at China Lake, Edwards Air 
Force Base and the Army's National 
Training Center at Fort Irwin. 

California S t a t e Pa rks (CSP): The 
l 'alifornia Department of Parks and 
Recreation manages diverse cul tural , 
historical and na tura l resources for 
posterity while offering an a b u n d a n c e of 
recreational and educational opportuni t ies . 
In the desert, these include Red Ruck 
Canyon, Saddleback Butte, Anza Bon CgO 
I )i".e i l. i be Ai 11 elope Valley Poppy Rcsci ve, 
Mitchell Caverns Natural Preserve, Salton 
Sea, Picacho State Recreation Area and the 
Ocotillo Wells State vehicular Area. 

U. S. Fo res t Serv ice (USFS): The USES 
benefits Americans to many ways through 
management of the National fo res t s and 
Grasslands, forestry research, and 
cooperation with forest managers on state 
and private land. It offers a variety of 
outdoor recreational opportuni t ies and 
manages special a reas . The Cleveland. San 
Bernardino, Angeles, Sequoia and Inyo 
Nalional Forests su r round the California 
Desert. 

U. S. F ish a n d Wildlife Serv ice (USFWS): 
The USFWS manages a system of land and 
waters lor the conservation offish and 
wildlife and associated ecosystems. Nalional 
Wildlife Refuges offer recreational oppor 
(unities to the public, tocludlng wildlife 
observation, na tu re photography, hiking, 
fishing and hunt ing. Refuges to the 
California Desert include Cibola. Havasu, 
Imperial, and Salton Sea National Wildlife 
Refuges. 

F O R M O R E INFORMATION 

Rangers and other staff are in 11 ie ( alifornia 
Desert to help you have an enjoyable and 
safe visit. Contact any of the offices listed 
below for site-specific information and 
assis tance. 

B u r e a u of L a n d M a n a g e m e n t 
Intern el: www.ca.bhn.gov 

www.nv.btm.gov 
d'/A n viv.ax.l iliu.t fOV 

California Desert Dis t r i c t Office 
6221 Box Springs Blvd. 
•Riverside, CA 92507 
(909) 697-5200 
Internet: www.ca.blm.gov/ccbd 

Bars tow Field Office 
260 1 I !ai slow Road 
Barstow. CA 02.31 1 
BOO) 252 6O0O 
Internet: iviviv.ca.lAm.gov/barstow 

Bakersfield Field Office 
.'580 1 Pegasus Drive1 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 
(805) 391 6000* 
Internet: www.ca.blm.gov/bakersfield 

* Effective April 1999, area code 805 will change to area 
mile 661. 

Bishop Fie ld Office 
785 N. Main Street, Suite1 E 
Bishop, CA 93514 
(760) 872-4881 
Internet: www.ca.hlm.gov/bishop 

El C e n t r o F ie ld Office 
JL661 S. 4 th Street 
El Centro, CA 9 2 2 4 3 
(760) 337-4400 
Internet: www. ca. hlm.gov/elcentro 

Needles F ie ld Office 
101 W. Spikes Road 
Keedles, CA 9 2 3 6 3 
760) 326-7000 
nternet : www.ca. hlm.gov/ needles 

pa lm S p r i n g s / S o u t h Coas t Field Office 
$90 W. Garnet Avenue 
P.O. Box 2000 
North Palm Springs , CA 92258 
(760) 251-4800 
Internet: www.en.iiim.gov/palmsprings 

Ridgecrest Field Office 
3 0 0 S. Rn-11111(111(1 Road 

Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
(760) 381 5100 
Jnt ernet: www.ca.bbn.gov/ ridgecrest 

i 
Kingman Field Office 
2475 Bcu'i lv Ave 
Kingman, AZ 86401 2,(529 
(520) 692-4400 

Lake Havasu Field Office 
2610 Sweetwater Ave 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86406-9071 
(520) 505 1200 

Yuma Field Office 
2555 Gila Rider Road 
Yuma. AZ 852,05 
(520) 2,17 2,200 
Intcruel: iviviv.ay..hlm.gov/guma 

Bat t le M o u n t a i n Fie ld Office 
$0 Bastian Road 
Battle Mountain. NY 89820 1120 
1702) 635-4000 
Internet: ivivw.nv.lAm.gov/Iiattle Mln 

Las Vegas Fie ld Office 
4765 Wesl Vegas Drive 
Las Vegas, NV 89108 
(702) 647-502.:; 
Inlci net: www.rw.bbn.gov/Las_Vegas 

N a t i o n a l P a r k S e r v i c e 
Interne . . . ,, .-,... ir 

D e a t h Valley Nat iona l Park 
Death Valley, CA 92.328 
(760) 786-2331 
(nternet: www.nps.gov/deva 

J o s h u a Tree Na t iona l Park 
74485 Nalional Park Drive1 

Twcnlyninc Pahns. CA 02277 
(760) 367-1260 
Internet: www.nps.gov/jotr 

Mojave Na t iona l P rese rve 
222 IB Main SI reel. Suite 202 
Barstow, CA 923 1 I 
760) 255-8800 

int("nud: ivivw.nps.gov/mioja 

Lake Mead Nat iona l R e c r e a t i o n Area 
601 Nevada I [fobway 
Bouldcr City, NV 89005 
(702) 293-8907 
Internet: www. nps.gov/ lame 

U. S. F o r e s t S e r v i c e 
Int cruel : iviviv.rrj.psivfs.gov 

Angeles Na t iona l Fo res t 
70 1 Noiih Santa Anita Avenue 
Arcadia. CA 9 100(5 
818) 574-16IB 

Cleveland Nat iona l Fo re s t 
10845 Rai icl 10 Ben i.irdo Road 
IB an ho Bmi i, n do. ( A 92 127 
(760) (572, (5180 

Inyo Ra t iona l Fo res t 
873 N. Main Street 
Bishop. CA 93514 
(7(50) 878 2 100 

San Be rna rd ino Nat ional F o r e s t 
18424 S. Commercecenter Circle 
San Bernardino, CA 92408 
(909) 383-5588 

Sequoia Na t iona l Fo re s t 
900 W. Grand Avenue 
Porlorvillc. CA 93257 
(209) 784 R,00 

N a t i o n a l Wi ld l i fe R e f u g e s 
li 11 or net: ivww.fws.gov 

Cibola Na t iona l Wildlife Refuge 
Box AI' 
Blythc. CA 92225 
(520) 857-3253 

Havasu Nat iona l Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 3009 
Needles, CA 9 2 3 6 3 
(760) 326-3853 

Imper ia l Na t iona l Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 72217 
Yuma, AZ 85365 
(520) 783-3371 

Kofa Nat ional Wildlife Refuge 
P.O.Box 6290 
Yuma, AZ 85364 
(520) 783-7861 

Sa l ton Sea N a t i o n a l Wildlife Refuge 
906 W. Sinclair 
Caiipalria, CA 9223,:; 
(760) 348-5278 

C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e P a r k s 
Internet: www.eeres.ca.gov/dpr 

Angeles Dis t r i c t - Mojave Dese r t S e c t o r 
43779 15th Street Wesl 
Lancaster, CA 93534 
(SOB) 942-0662 

Anza-Borrego Dese r t S t a t e Pa rk 
2.00 Palm Canyon Drive 
Bon (go Springs, CA 92004 
(760) 767-531 1 

Cuyamaca R a n c h o S t a t e P a r k 
12551 Hwy. 79 
Descano, CA 91916 
(7(50) 765-0755 

Mitchel l C a v e r n s Natura l P r e se rve 
I'.O. Box 1 
Essex, CA 92332 
(7(50) 928 258(5 

Ocotillo Wells S t a t e Vehicular 
Recrea t ion Area 
P.O. 1 fox 509 
5172 Hwy. 78 
Borrcgo Springs, ('A 93.004 
(760) 7(57 5391 

Palomar M o u n t a i n S t a t e Pa rk 
P.O. Box 175 
Palomar, ( \ 92060 
(760) 742 3462 

P icacho S t a t e R e c r e a t i o n Area 
P.O. Box 848 
5900 Picacho Road 
Wtoterhaven, CA 92283 
(760) 3,93-3,052 

Sal ton Sea S t a t e R e c r e a t i o n Area 
100 22,5 Slate Park Road 
North Shore, CA 92254 
(760) 393-3059 

V i s i t o r C e n t e r s 

CA Welcome C e n t e r 
2796 Tanger Way Suite 106 
Barstow, CA 92311 
(760) 253-4813 

Big Bear Di scovery C e n t e r 
North Shore/1 lighway 38 
P.O. Box 66 
Lawnskin, CA 92333, 
(909) 866-3437 

I n t e r a g e n c y Vis i tor C e n t e r 
Drawer R 
Jet . Hwy. 3 9 5 & Hwy 136 
Ixme Pine, CA 93545 
(760) 876-6222 

Mojave Dese r t I n f o r m a t i o n C e n t e r 
Mojave Nat ional P re se rve 
P.O. Box 241 
72157 Baker Blvd. 
Baker, I A 92309 
(7(50) 733 1040 

Anza-Borrego Dese r t S t a t e Park 
Visi tor C e n t e r 
3,00 Palm Canyon Drive 
BorregO Springs, CA 92004 
(760) 767 531 l 

Mojave Dese r t Mul t i -Agency 
In fo rma t ion C e n t e r 
California State Parks 
43779 15th Si reel West 
Lancaster, CA 93534 
(805) 942-0662 

J a w b o n e S t a t i o n 
P.O. Box D 
det. Hwy. 14 & Jawbone Rd. 
Cantil, CA 93519 
(760) 373-1146 

San t a Rosa M o u n t a i n s Na t iona l S c e n i c 
Area Vis i tor C e n t e r 
51-500 Hwy. 74 
Palm Desert, CA 92260 
(760) 862-9984 
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All f i r e w o r k s are p r o h i b i t e d o n 

•

LM, N P S , U S F S , U S F W S a n d 
S t a t e P a r k s l a n d . 

catalytic converters or cxhausl pipes can 
ignite dry mater ia l and cause a wildfire. 


