


WELCOME TO THE CALIFORNIA DESERT 
Within its 25-million-acre expanse—an area the size of Ohio—lies a land of extreme cont ras t s . From the relatively high Mojave Desert of J o s h u a 
trees and creosote to the lower Colorado Desert of native fan palms, smoke trees a n d ocotillo, the California Desert offers a mul t i tude of recreational 
opportunit ies. Whether you have come to hike or backpack, tour by auto or four-wheel drive, enjoy your off-highway vehicle (OHV), or r ide horses or 
moun ta in bikes, please Tread Lightly! on the desert and Leave No Trace of your visit. 

HOW TO U S E THIS GUIDE 

Contact your local land managemen t office 
when planning your trip to the desert . They 
can provide you with m a p s and any needed 
permits , a s well a s up- to-date information 
on seasonal a n d emergency closures, 
weather and road conditions. When 
traveling in t h e desert , please keep in mind 
the following: 

• These m a p s do not show the entire desert 
route network. 

• Road condit ions and haza rds are not 
marked. 

• Signs on the ground take precedence over 
information on the maps . 

IJ Boundar ies a re graphic representa t ions 
only and are not shown to scale. 

Not all land in the desert is public. Private 
land is scat tered th roughou t the California 
Desert. Please respect private property and 
leave all gates a s you found them. 

RECREATION INFORMATION 

Whatever outdoor recreation activity you 
enjoy, the following information will help to 
a s su re safe a n d enjoyable visits for 
everyone. 

Campfires 
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To protect sparse 
vegetation and the 
fragile desert 
ecosystem, bring 
firewood from 

\ home. 
Regulations 
vary among 
agencies and 
seasons . 
Always check 
with the 
local office 

\ before 
\ building a 

campfire. 
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California 
Fire Permit 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM): A 
campfire permi t is required a t all t imes. A 
free permit is available at all BLM offices 
and visitor centers . Open fires may be 
banned completely during periods of high 
fire danger. Outside of existing campfire 
rings, please u s e a metal fire pan . Firewood 
collection is restricted to down and dead 
materials . 

National Park Service (NPS): In Death 
Valley and J o s h u a Tree National Parks , 
campfires are permit ted in designated 
campgrounds . Where fireplaces are not 
provided, fires are restricted to portable 
stoves. In the Mojave National Preserve, 
open campfires are limited to existing 
campfire r ings or a metal fire pan . The 
collection of wood, living or dead, anywhere 
within NPS l ands is prohibited. 

California S ta te Parks (CSP): Open ground 
fires are not allowed. Campfires are allowed 
in fire rings found in designated campsi tes 
and day-use a reas . Portable grills may be 
used, b u t a s h e s and coals may not be 
dumped on the ground; u s e the fire rings or 
carry them out. 

California S ta te Vehicular Recreation 
Area (SVRA): Open ground fires are allowed. 
Use of campfire r ings is encouraged. Leave 
No Trace a n d pick u p any debris (nails, 
ashes , and coals). Bring your own firewood. 
Dead wood m a y not be gathered. 

U.S. Forest Service (USFS): Campfire 
permits are required year - round. Fire 
restrictions vary depending on the level of 
fire danger. Contact a USFS office to find 
out cur ren t information. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS): 
Campfires a re no t permit ted on mos t 
National Wildlife Refuges. 

Camping 

A wide range of camping opportunit ies are 
available in t h e California Desert, from 
developed campgrounds to primitive 
backcountry . Regulations vary among 
agencies and seasons . Contact t he area you 
wish to visit for more information. 
Remember to Leave No Trace of your visit. 

BLM: There are many developed 
campgrounds in the California desert . BLM 
also allows dispersed camping and h a s a 
n u m b e r of Long Term Visitor Areas (LTVAs) 
for "snowbirds" t ha t flock to t h e desert in 
the winter m o n t h s . For more specific 
information, contact any BLM office or 
visitor center for a Recreation Opportuni ty 
Guide (ROG). 

NPS: In National Parks, camping is 
generally limited to 14 days; however, 
there are exceptions. NPS also offers 
backcountry camping. Contact each 
individual pa rk for details on their 
camping opportuni t ies and reservations. 

CSP: Camping in most Stale Parks is 
permit ted in designated areas . Contact the 
park you intend to visit to learn more 
about their camping facilities. Some parks 
offer family a n d group campsi tes . 
Campsi te reservat ions can be made 
year round by (-ailing DESTINET at (80G) 
444 7275. 

SVRA: you can camp anywhere in the 
Ocotillo Wells SVRA. There are several 
tables, ramadas , and fire r ings scattered 
throughoul the SVRA for your 
convenience. 

USFS: The USFS offers developed, family, 
group, undeveloped, and remote camping 
opportunit ies. For specific information on 
camping in USFS areas , contact the near­
est USFS office. To make reservat ions at 
popular campgrounds , call 
1 -800 280-CAMP. 

USFWS: Camping is permit ted at some 
National Wildlife Refuges. Contact the 
USFWS for more information. 

Vehicle Travel 

Due to diverse topography, p lan ts , soils 
and land ownership in California, off-high­
way vehicle (OHV) regulat ions vary from 
area to area. Flash floods are common in 
the desert, so avoid crossing washes , and 
wait a few hours after a heavy rain. Check 
with the appropriate land m a n a g e m e n t 
agency before you visit an area . 

BLM: All BLM-rnanaged public l ands in 
the California Desert are designated as 
one of three vehicle-use categories: 

J Open Areas are open to vehicle u s e 
anywhere within the posted boundar ies . 
Travel off established rou tes 
(cross-country) is permit ted. 

J Closed Areas are closed to all motoi [zed 
vehicle use . 

• Limited Areas a re open to motorized 
vehicle use , subject to posted 
restr ict ions. No cross-country travel is 
permit ted in Limited Areas. 

NPS: Only street-legal vehicles may be 
operated within NFS-managed lands . All 
off-road travel is prohibited. 

CSP: Only street-legal vehicles may be 
operated, and only on designated roads. 

SVRA: Cross-country travel is permitted 
only in designated, open OHV areas . In all 
other areas , vehicles are limited to 
approved rou tes of travel. 

USFS: OHV riding a reas are designated 
trails and rou tes . Ride responsibly and 
follow signs. 

USFWS: Some refuge roads and trails are 
closed to motorized vehicles. 

Hunting and Target Shoot ing 

The majority of public lands managed by 
the BLM and USFS are open to hunt ing . 
All California Sta te laws regarding 
hunt ing, including the possession of a 
valid s ta te h u n t i n g license, are in effect on 
these lands . Hunt ing opportunit ies exist 
for migratory bi rds , up land game, fur-
bearing m a m m a l s and big game, except 
where prohibited by s ta te or local laws or 
posted otherwise. Quest ions regarding 
these opportunit ies should be directed to 
the local land management field office. For 
information on hun t ing or fishing reg­
ulat ions, call the California Depar tmen t of 
Fish and Game at (562) 590-5132. 

BLM: The shooting or discharge of 
firearms is generally permit ted on 
BLM-managed lands un less pos ted 
otherwise, a s long as such activity is 

permit ted by s ta te and local laws. Shooters 
are prohibited from destroying any na tu ra l 
features, including cac tus and other p lants . 
A firearm may not be discharged within 150 
ya rds of any developed area. 

NPS: The possession of a firearm or air-gun 
is prohibited un less it is unloaded and cased 
or otherwise packed to prevent use . Target 
shooting is illegal in the Mojave National 
Preserve, b u t hun t ing is allowed and is 
regulated by the California Depar tment of 
Fish and Game. 

CSP: Hunt ing or the possession of loaded 
firearms is prohibited in most un i t s of the 
State Park system. 

SVRA: I 'ossession of loaded firearms is 
prohibited. 

USFS: Target shooting and "plinking" are 
permitted in some areas and are regulated by 
county ordinances and Federal regulations. 

USFWS: Some National Wildlife Refuges allow 
hunt ing dur ing hun t ing season. Target 
shooting is not allowed on National Wildlife 
Refuges. Call USFWS for cur ren t information. 

Pets 

Pets are welcome in all a reas if kept on a 
leash. National Park and California State 
Park regulations are strictly enforced. 
Remember to clean u p after your pet. When 
considering leaving pets in vehicles or 
trailers, be aware t h a t t empera tu re s can rise 
quickly to lethal levels in the s u m m e r heat . 

PROTECTED R E S O U R C E S 

Historic and Archaeological S i te s 

The California Desert possesses t h o u s a n d s of 
historic and archaeological si tes. The 
petroglyphs and intaglios left by the earliest 
Indian inhabi tan ts , the trails of early Spanish 
explorers, the vestiges of mining camps and 
roads used by later settlers, and the 
remnants of General George Pat ton 's WWII 
desert warfare training a reas are j u s t a few of 
the sites tha t provide a rich and impor tant 
legacy of more th-vr. 19.000 years of h u m a n 
history in North America. Visit these sites 
and reflect on the forces and events tha t 
have shaped o u r nat ion and our personal 
lives. 

Remember, historic and archaeological sites 
are fragile, non-renewable resources . 
Unfortunately, m a n y of these sites have been 
damaged by casua l collecting, as well a s by 
deliberate looting and vandalism. It is illegal 
to remove artifacts or other objects of 
antiquity from public lands . Observe si tes 
from a dis tance, take care not to d is turb the 
surface of a site, and do not remove artifacts 
or other objects. Help preserve and protect 
th is legacy so t h a t future generat ions m a y 
also visit, enjoy and learn about our heritage. 

• Enjoy rock a r t (petroglyphs and picto-
graphs) by viewing, sketching or pho­
tographing it. Do not 
use chalk or o ther 
materials to t race or 
otherwise t o u c h 
rock art . Direct 
contact can 
accelerate t h e 
disintegration of 
these ancient fig­
ures . Local rock 
ar t societies a n d 
ama teu r archaeolog­
ical organizations are 
good places to learn about recording and 
protecting rock art . 

• Archaeological and cultural sites are often 
places of ances t ra l , religious or cul tura l 
importance to local Native American tribes 
and should be approached with respect. 
Many tribes in the California Desert have 
m u s e u m s or public information centers; 
contact t hem to learn more a b o u t their 
history and cul ture . 

J The California Desert h a s r e m n a n t s of old 
mining camps , s tagecoach s tops and 
homesteads , a s well a s WWII-era military 
camps and t raining areas . Please approach 
these sites with caution. An abandoned 

ClJ D e a t h Val ley J u n c t i o n , 
Cal i fornia 

(See mop, F-3) Early in the s u m m e r of 
1907, at the site of today's Death Valley 
Junc t ion , a telegraph s ta t ion was built on 
the Tonopah and Tidewater (T&T) 
Railroad, t hen being const ructed from 
Ludlow, California, to Beatty, Nevada. 
Later, Francis "Borax" Smith, owner of the 
Pacific Coast Borax Company and 
financier of the railroad, built several spin-
routes from his line there. Today, the town 
is home to only a few people. It boas ts the 
Amargosa Inn and Amargosa Opera 
House, bo th buil t in 1923. Marta Beckett 
h a s become well known for her cultural 
product ions in the old opera house . Death 
Valley J u n c t i o n is on Sta te Highway 127. 
25 miles nor th of Shoshone , California. 

GD F u r n a c e C r e e k 

[See map, B-l) Fu rnace Creek in Death 
Valley National Park is a popular resort 
where people come to swim, play golf and 
tennis , and dine. Comparatively warm, dry 
winters, in cont ras t to the res t of Iln-
country, a t t rac t large n u m b e r s of senior 
citizens to the area, m a n y arriving in 
motorhomes a n d other recreational 
vehicles. Located in the center of the park, 
the Furnace Creek Visitor Center houses 
m u s e u m exhibits, a visitor information 
desk, and the Death Valley Natural I lislory 
Association bookstore. 

Visitation is highest from February 
through mid April. November is also a 
busy month , with visitation lowest in 
December and J a n u a r y , when the region 
can be quite cold. In the si immertime, 
Furnace ( r e e k can be ama/ inelv hoi. On a 
normal si immer day, the ground 
temperature can reach !'<)() degrees 
Fahrenheit , hoi enough to mell l he rubber 
in tennis shoes. In spite of air conditioned 
ears , th is region is desolate and isolated, 
and visitors are reminded to use caution, 
s lay on main roads, keep their vehicles in 
good repair, and carry extra water. Small 
mis takes can become life-threatening. 

The main ent rance to Furnace Creek is by 
way of California Highway 127, which 
runs nor th of Baker, California, jus t off 
Interstate-15. 

GD H a r m o n y B o r a x Works 

(See map, B-l) Dating back to L882, this 
was the first successful borax plant in 
Death Valley. In 1849, m e n heading for 
the California gold fields first s tumbled 
into Death Valley. Later, some of these 
early prospectors looked for gold and sliver 
here . Then, in 1873, borax was discovered 
in the Valley. Between 1883 and 1889, the 
famous twenty-mule t eams hauled borax 
from the mines, through the Panamin t 
Mountains , and over the Mojave Desert to 
the railroad station at Mojave, California, 
on the deser ts wes tern-most edge. Many 
years later, officials of the Pacific- Coast 
Borax Company brought the beauty of 
Death Valley to the at tent ion of the 
National Park Sendee. In 1933, President 
Hoover created Death Valley National 
Monument , which was declared a National 
Park by Congress in 1994. The Harmony 
Borax Works are near the pa rk 
headquar te r s . A short, self-guided trail 
provides access to this historic site, 
located 1 mile nor th of Fu rnace Creek. 

GD G o l d e n C a n y o n 

(See map, B-l) An easy, 1-mile walk 
takes the visitor along a gravel w a s h 
through th is colorful, bad land canyon. A 
trail guide for Golden Canyon is 
available a t t he parking lot there, or at. 
the Furnace Creek Visitor Center. 

GD Z a b r i s k i e P o i n t 

(See map, B-l) One of the most beautiful 
vistas in Dea th Valley, Zabriskie Point 
s t ands over spectacularly-colored 
bad lands t h a t a re bes t photographed in 
morning light. A short , b u t steep, 
blacktop trail t akes the visitor to the 
overlook, with views of dis tant 
moun ta ins , bad lands , Manly Beacon, 
and the salt pan , down at Bad water. 

© T w e n t y - M u l e - T e a m C a n y o n 

(See map, C-2) A narrow, winding, 3-mile 
dirt road t h rough these eroded badland 
hills t akes you on a portion of the route 
taken by the famous 20-mule teams, as 
they hauled borax to the railhead in 
Mojave, California, over 100 years ago. 
Recreational vehicles and trailers are not 
allowed here . 

CA 
UJ Ar t i s t ' s P a l e t t e 

(See map. C-2) The mult i -hued Artist 's 
Palette is the highlight of Artists Drive, a 
9-mile loop th rough colorful hills. Buses 
and large recreat ional vehicles are not 
recommended. Wildflowers may be seen 
in profusion here- and throughout Death 
Valley in the spring. Botanists say there 
are 900 species of p lan t s and flowers 
found here, b u t m a n y of them lie 
dormant for all b u t a few days of the 
year, when ra ins trigger their bloom. 

GO D e v i l ' s Golf C o u r s e 

[See map. B-3) J u s t a few miles sou th of 
Ai lists Drive is the Devil's Golf Course, a 
di\ expanse- completely covered with 
jagged. iock salt, pinnacles . A short , 
gravel road provides access to th is 
fascinating area. The n a m e s Devils Golf 
( 'nurse, Badwater, and Death Valley 
capture the imagination, st irr ing images 
of unpleasan tness ; many visitors come 
here precisely for tha t reason, th inking 
of their visit a s an adventure . One of the 
largest National Parks, Death Valley 
National Park h a s more t h a n 3.3 million 
acres of spectacular desert scenery, 
interesting and sometimes ra re deser t 
animals and plants , complex a n d 
mystifying geology, und i s tu rbed deser t 
wilderness, and sites of both historic and 
prehistoric interest. Bounded on the 
west by 1 1,049-foot Telescope Peak, and 
on the eas t by 5,475-foot Dan tes View, 
Badwater s t ands 282 feet below sea 
Level, the lowest point in the -western 
hemisphere. 

CD B a d w a t e r 

(See map, C-3) The Badwater Road 
(California Highway 178) sk i r t s the edge 
of the flat expanse known a s a salt pan , 
bringing visitors closer to Badwater, 282 
feel below sea level. In winter mon ths , 
visitors may take a short walk out onto 
the salt Hats to th is lowest point; in 
s u m m e r m o n t h s , it is bes t for visitors to 
remain in their vehicles, for, in the 

summer t ime, Death Valley is one of the 
hot test places on earth. The hottest day 
on record, 134 degrees Fahrenheit , was 
recorded at Death Valley in L913. 
Summer high tempera tures commonly 
run above L20 degrees, Fahrenheit . The 
area is generally sunny , diy, and clear 
th roughout the year. Winters are known 
for their winds, low temperatures , and 
occasional rainfall. Late foil and earlj 
spi 11 in . 11 e eompai at ivel\ pleasant; l he 
su mmer s are ex I remely hot and dry. 
< 'omloi lal>lc clothing providing sun 
protection, including a broad brimmed 
hat, is recommended in summei 
months , a s is carrying extra drinking 

water. Indians knew the area as 
Tomesha, which means ground afire. 
Visitors in the s u m m e r months can easily 
unde r s t and why they gave it such a 
name . 

CD D a n t e ' s V i e w 

(See map, C-4) High in the Black 
Mountains, Dante ' s View overlooks the 
salt pan a t Badwater. Across the valley 
Ilea the Parianaint Range. On clear days, 
Mount Williamson, in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, is visible. Best lighting for 
photographs Is in the early morning. 

Spring Range spread oxrt across th i s ! 

wilderness. Vast bajadas sweep u p to the J 
picturesque nor th - sou th spine of the 
Resting Spring moun ta in range. Eagle 
Mountain, an isolated peak, j u t s abrupt ly \ 
from the flat expanse of the Amargosa 
River Valley, its immensi ty s tanding out 
starkly above the sparsely-covered valley 
floor. The Resting Spring Range, for which < 
this wilderness was named, includes low, 
rolling hills t ha t give way to extremely 
coarse, rugged rock formations with jagged t 
peaks and deep canyons . Elevations range 
from 2,040 feet to 5,264 feet, a t the 
summi t of Stewart Peak. In some places, 
the rocks display a variety of colors, 
ranging from s u b d u e d browns and t ans , to 
intense pinks, reds , and greens. The 
Range provides hab i ta t for desert b ighorn 
sheep; mounta in lions; and raptors , 
including golden eagles and prairie ! 

falcons. The area is accessible from State 
highway 127 and State Highway 178. 

IJD Nopath Ramge W i l d e o i e s s 

See map, 1-6) This wilderness is 
dominated by the Nopah Range, for which j 
t is named. The Chicago Valley, flat with 
n a n y winding, light-colored s t ream beds , j 
s a nor th-south divide in this wilderness, 

with par t of the Resting Spring Range to 
h e west and the Nopah Range to the east . 
Jotli mountain ranges are rugged and 
exhibit dramatic geologic landscapes. 
Novations begin at 1,800 feet and rise- to 
6,395 feet, at the summit of Nopah beak. 
Mountains, alluvial tans, badlands, playas, 
J a i n s , river washes , and bills unfold in 
perfect ha rmony here . Creosote, cacti, 
yucca, and other desert sh rub speeies , 
•over the sweeping bajadas, giving the I 
mountains their defiant, ba r ren character. 
3igborn sheep, deser t tortoises, golden 
-aijee and prairie falcons all enjoy the 
lab11.11 here, while wild horses and 

s tubb wild bur ros can be found 
naming the Chicago Valley. 

Access Nopah Range Wilderness from 
State I Lighway 178, or via the Old Span i sh 
|rail I lighway. 

13 T o n o p a h & T i d e w a t e r Ra i l road 

See map. E 1 to II-6) For 35 years , from 
(905 to 1940, the Tonopah and Tidewater 
T&T) Railroad ran between Ludlow, 
California, and Goldfield, Nevada. While 
this railroad line never flourished 
financially, it served miners , mining 
companies, and desert res idents for whom 
this t ranspor ta t ion link was of immense 
importanc-e. For this reason, it was kept 
alive, paid for by the mining companies 
owned by "Borax" Smith, who also 
financed its original construct ion. The T&T I 
served as the shortest , fastest, and 
cheapest rail rou te to Los Angeles and San 
Francisco for all of the towns and mines 
along the Amargosa River and within the 
Death Valley region. Shipping borax by rail 
replaced the famous 20-mule t eams used 
by the I larmony Borax Works. As the 
mines depleted, the T&T brought suppl ies ! 

and passengers in and out of the region, 
gut by 1940 all operat ions ceased. The 
rails and ties were salvaged in 1943, 
during World War II. In order to preserve 
what remains of the original route, t he 
remnant of the old railroad grade from 
Bperry, California, to the 
California/Nevada border h a s been closed 
to motorized travel. 

mine may pose hazards , including dan­
gerous shafts and tunne l s and the 
remains of haza rdous chemicals, such 
as mercury and cyanide, t h a t may have 
been used in milling processes . Military 
training a reas still have unexploded 
land mines and ammuni t ion . If you 
encounter any of these haza rds , please 
s tay clear a n d notify local law enforce­
ment or a BLM Ranger. 

J Historic and archaeological sites are 
protected by law. Severe civil and crirnl 
nal penalties will be brought against 
individuals who damage or otherwise 
h a r m these resources . Conviction can 
carry criminal penalt ies of u p to 2 years 
in prison a n d / o r $250 ,000 in fines, as 
well a s civil penalt ies such as vehicle 
confiscation or site restorat ion costs. 

Wilderness 

The 1964 Wilderness Act defines wilder 
ness as a reas "where the Ear th and its 
community of life are un t rammeled 1 >y 
man, where m a n himself is a visitor who 
does not remain." There are 8 million 
acres of wilderness in the California 
Desert. These Federal lands are admin is 
tered by the BLM, NPS, USFS and USFWS 
for the preservation and protection of 
their na tu ra l conditions. Wilderness with­
in California State Parks is managed simi­
lar to Federal wilderness. The following 
guidelines will help main ta in the wilder­
nes s values for you and other visitors. 

• Use "Leave No Trace" tech­
niques when preparing for 
your wilderness visit, travel­
ing th rough wilderness, a n d 
camping in wilderness. 

Follow Leave No Trace (LNT) guidelines to 
minimize the impac ts of your next wilder­
ness visit. 

• Plan ahead and prepare 
• Travel a n d camp on durable surfaces 
• Pack it in, pack it out 
• Properly dispose of wha t you can' t 

pack ou t 
• Leave w h a t you find 
• Minimize u s e and impacts of fire 
For more LNT information call 1-800-
332-4100. 

Responsible land u s e depends more on 
your a t t i tude and awareness t h a n on 
rules and regulat ions. 

Be su re to Tread Lightly! by: 

• Travel only where permitted; 
• Respect the r ights of others; 
• Educa te yourself; 
• Avoid driving th rought wet a reas and 

a reas easily scarred by churn ing 
wheels; 

• Drive responsibly to protect the envi­
ronment . 

U Familiarize yourself with rules t ha t 
apply to the specific wilderness a rea tha t 
you intend to visit. Motorized equipment 
and mechanical t ransport , s u c h a s 
chainsaws, motor vehicles a n d bicycles, 
are prohibited in all wi lderness a reas . 
Permits for visitation or u s e of pack 
animals are required in some wilderness 
a reas . The managing agency is the bes t 
source of cur ren t information. 

Desert Tortoise and other Threatened 
and Endangered Species 

All California residents and visitors are 

responsible for learning abou t and 
respecting regulat ions t h a t protect desert 
wildlife and resources . You can be a port 
of our efforts to reduce the decline in 
desert tortoise and other threatened and 
endangered species populat ions. These 
species are fully protected by state and 
Federal laws and m u s t not be disturbed, 
collected, killed or harassed . If you see 
someone take a tortoise from the desert , 
please notify CALTIP (800) 952-5400 or 
any law enforcement agency. 

D E S E R T SAFETY TIPS 

Travel in the deser t can be a n adventure . 
It can also be a disaster if a breakdown or 
sudden change in weather ca tches yon 
unprepared . Har sh weather conditions 
can t u r n a deser t outing into a tragedy. 
Acquire a knowledge of desert survivnl 
skills. Travel in pairs for safety in back 
country a reas . 

Plan Your Trip Carefully 

Tell someone where you are going and 
when you plan to re tu rn . Stick with your 
itinerary and let t hem know w h e n you get 
back. Do not travel in the desert back-
country without taking along appropria te 
maps , s u c h as 7 .5-minute U.S. Geologic 
Survey (USGS) topographic maps , which 
show land contours and specific features. 

Learn how to u s e a topo 
graphic m a p and a com­
pass before you hike 
cross-country or on 
trails t ha t are not well 
defined. It is easy to 
become disoriented 
in the desert where 
many l a n d m a r k s 
and rock forma­
tions look similar. -

Dress Properly 

Wear layered clothing to slow dehydrat ion 
and minimize exposure . Be sure to use 
good hiking shoes , loose-fit­
ting na tu ra l fiber cloth­
ing, a wide-brimmed 
hat , sunglasses a n d 
sunscreen . Desert tem­
pera tu res can reach over 90°F 
and drop below 50°F in one day. 
S u m m e r t empera tu res can exceed 
125°F in some locations. Winter 
t empera tures can often drop 
below freezing. 

Carry Plenty of Water 

There are no dependable sources of water 
within the California Desert. A gallon of 
water per person, per day i s t h e 
absolute m i n i m u m you should carry. 
When planning a hike, remember tha t 
water weighs approximately 8 p o u n d s per 
gallon. When the 
water is half gone, 
it is t ime to t u r n 
back. Be sure to 
bring extra 
water for your 
vehicle. 

DO NOT RATION WATER: it will only do 
you good if you dr ink it. 

Mine Shafts and Tunnels 

For your safety, avoid entering mine 
shafts or tunne l s . They are extremely 
dangerous due to uns tab le walls and 
odorless toxic fumes. Entering mines can 
also d is turb wildlife (bats and mice) Irving 
in them. 

Vehicles 

Keep your vehicle well maintained. Carry 
extra water and food, a shovel, tools, a 
tow s t rap, flares a n d b lankets . Check 
road condit ions a n d beware of flash 
floods. If you are s t randed, stay with your 
vehicle; it is m u c h easier to spot a vehicle 
t han a person on foot. 

Backcountry Permits 

A backcount ry permi t may be required lor 
overnight camping or travel. Check with 
the appropr ia te office for the area you will 
be in. 

Fire 

One of the last thoughts on any deser t 
visitor's mind is the danger of wildfire. 
Many people th ink the relatively spa r se 
plant cover m e a n s the deser t does not 
b u r n . But a desert fire, if condit ions a re 
right, can be j u s t a s dangerous and 
destructive a s wildfire in b r u s h l a n d s . 

When driving off main ta ined roads , avoid 
stopping in tall grass or b r u s h . Hot 

catalytic converters or exhaust pipes can 
ignite dry material and cause a wildfire. 

All fireworks are prohibited on 
BLM, NPS, USFS, USFWS and 

Sta te Parks land. 

. . 

MILITARY EXPLOSIVES 

Large a reas of the desert have been and 
are still used a s bombing ranges and 
training a r enas by the U.S. Armed Forces. 
There are still many unexploded devices 
lying a round. Do not handle anything 
resembling military explosives. Report any 
such device you observe to your local law 
enforcement office. 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

With the cont inued closure of toxic was te 
disposal sites, the illegal dumping of haz­
a rdous waste h a s increased th roughout 
the desert . Many of these mater ia ls are 
extremely toxic to h u m a n s . To avoid 
ha rm, stay clear of suspicious d r u m s , 
bags or chemical odors. Visible fumes, 
dead plants or animals in the immediate 
vicinity, and sudden onset of illness or 
skin irritation are signs of imminent dan­
ger. Report any suspected h a z a r d o u s 
waste to your local law enforcement office. 

WHO MANAGES THE D E S E R T 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM): The 
California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) 
was created by Congress in 1976 and 
includes a long-term land use p lan for the 
management of public lands . The miss ion of 
the BLM is to sus ta in the heal th, diversity 
and productivity of the public l ands for the 
use and enjoyment of p resen t and future 
generations. BLM offices are maintained in 
Riverside, Barstow, El Centra, Needles, Palm 
Springs and Ridgecrest. 

National Park Service (NPS): The NFS 
manages Death Valley and J o s h u a Tree 
National Parks as well a s the Mojave 
National Preserve. All un i t s of the NPS arc 
managed to "conserve the scenery and the 
natural and historic objects and the wildlile 
therein, and to provide for the enjoyment of 
the same in s u c h a m a n n e r and by such 
means a s will leave t hem unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generat ions." National 
Park designation implies a large, 
spectacular na tu ra l place having a wide 
variety of a t t r ibutes . National Preserves have 
similar qualities, b u t also allow hunt ing or 
other commercial u s e s . 

Department of Defense (DOD): Large a n a s 
of the California Desert are under the 
management of the military: the Marine 
Corps Training Base at Twenty nine Palms, 
Chocolate Mounta ins Gunnery Range. El 
Centro Naval Air Facility Ranges, the Naval 
Weapons Center at China Lake. Edwards Air 
Force Base and the A r a n ' s National 
Training Center at Fort Irwin. 

California State P a r k s (CSP): The 
California Depar tment of Parks and 
Recreation manages diverse cultural , 
historical and natural resources for 
posterity while ottering an abundance ol 
recreational and educat ional opportunit ies. 
In the desert, these include Red Rock 
Canyon. Saddleback Butte, Anza Borrcgo 
Desert, the Antelope Valley Poppy Reserve, 
Mitel el i Caverns Natural Preserve, Salton 
Sea, Picacho State Rei reatlon Ares and 11ie 
()cot illo Welt, Stale Vehieulai Area. 

U. S. Forest Service (USFS): I he I ISFS 
betielits Amei icans in many ways through 
manureinei il of the National Forest s and 
Grass lands , forestry research, and 
cooperation with lores! managers on stale 
and private land. It offers a variety ol 
outdoor recreational opportunit ies w\(\ 
manages special areas . The Cleveland. San 
Bernardino, Angeles, .Sequoia and Inyo 
National Forests sur round the California 
Desert. 

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Serv ice (USFWS): 
The USFWS manages a system ol land and 
waters for the conservation offish and 
wildlife and associated ecosystems. National 
Wildlife Refuges offer recreational oppor 
tunit ies to the public, including wildlile 
observation, na ture photography, hiking, 
fishing and hunt ing. Refuges in the 
California Desert include Cibola, I lavasu, 
Imperial, and Salton Sea National Wildlile 
Refuges. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Rangers and other stall are in the California 
Desert to help you have an enjoyable ,t\id 
safe visit. Contact any of the offices listed 
below for site-specific information and 
ass is tance. 

B u r e a u of L a n d M a n a g e m e n t 
Internet: www.cxx.blrn.gao 

www.nv.hlm.gov 
azwww.az. blm.gov 

California Desert District Office 
6221 Box Springs Blvd. 
Riverside. CA 92507 
(909) 697-5200 
Internet: www.ca.hlm.gov/cdd 

Bars tow Field Office 
2601 Barstow Road 
Barstow, CA9231 1 
(760) 252-6000 
Internet: www.ca.blm.gov/barstow 

Bakersfield Field Office 
3801 Pegasus Drive 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 
(805) 391-6000* 
Internet: www.ca. blm.gov/ bakersfleh. I 

Effective April 1999. area code 805 will change to area 
code 661. 

Bishop Field Office 
785 N. Main Street, Suite E 
Bishop, CA 93514 
(760) 872-4881 
Internet: www.ca.blm.gov/bishop 

El Centro Field Office 
1661 S. 4 th Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 
(760) 337-4400 
Internet: www.ca.blm.gov/elcentro 

Needles Field Office 
101 W. Spikes Road 
Needles. CA 92363 
(760) 326-7000 
Internet: www.ca.blm.gov/needles 

Palm Spr ings /South Coast Field Office 
690 W. Garnet Avenue 
P.O. Box 2000 
North Palm Springs, CA 92258 
(760) 251-4800 
Internet: www.ca.blm.gov/palmsprings 

Ridgecrest Field Office 
300 S. Richmond Road 
Ridgecrest, CA 9 3 5 5 5 
(760) 384-5400 
Internet: www.ca.blm.gov/ridgecrest 

Kingman Field Office 
2475 Beverly Ave 
Kingman. AZ 86401-3629 
(520) 692-4400 

Lake Havasu F ie ld Office 
2610 Sweetwater Ave 

j Lake Havasu City. AZ 86406-9071 
(520) 505 1200 

Yuma Field Office 
2555 Gila Ridge Road 
Yuma, AZ 85365 
(520) 317 3200 
Internet: iviviv.ctz.hlrn.gov/yuma 

Battle M o u n t a i n Field Office 
50 Baslian Road 
Battle Mountain, NV 89820-1420 
(702) 635 4000 
Internet: www.nv.blm.gov/Battle Mtn 

Las Vegas Field Office 
4765 West Vegas Drive 
Las Vegas. NV 89108 
(702) 647-5023 
Internet: www.nv.blm.gov/Las_Vegas 

N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e 
Internet: www.nps.gov 

Dea th Valley National Park 
Death Valley, CA 92328 
(700) 786 238 1 
Internet: www.nps.gor/dava 

J o s h u a Tree National Park 
74485 National Park Drive 
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277 
(760) 367-1260 
Internet: ivivw.i vps.gov/jotr 

Mojave Nat iona l P r e se rve 
222 E. Main Street, Suite 202 
Barstow. CA 9231 1 
(700) 255 8800 
Internet: www.nps.gov/mqja 

Lake Mead National Recreation Area 
601 Nevada 1 lighway 
Boulder City, NV 89005 
(702) 293, 8907 
Internet: www.nps.gov/lame 

U. S. F o r e s t S e r v i c e 
Internet: www.r5.pswfs.gov 

Angeles National Forest 
701 North Santa Anita Avenue 
Arcadia, CA 9 1 0 0 6 
(8 18) 574-1613 

Cleveland Nat ional Fo res t 
10845 Raneho Bernardo Road 
Rancho Bernardo, CA 92127 
(760) 673-6180 

Inyo National F o r e s t 
873 N. Main Street 
Bishop, CA 93514 
(760) 878-2400 

San Bernardino National Forest 
18424 S. Commcrcecenter Circle 
San Bernardino, CA 92408 
(909) 383-5588 

Sequoia National F o r e s t 
900 W. Grand Avenue 
Porterville, CA 93257 
(209) 784-1500 

N a t i o n a l Wi ld l i fe R e f u g e s 
Internet: www.fws.gov 

Cibola National Wildlife Refuge 
Box AP 
Blythe, CA 92225 
(520) 857-3253 

Havasu National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 3009 
Needles, CA 92363 
(760) 326-3853 

Imperial National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O. Box 72217 
Yuma, AZ 85365 
(520) 783-3371 

Kofa National Wildlife Refuge 
P.O.Box 6290 
Yuma, AZ 85364 
(520) 783-7861 

Salton Sea National Wildlife Refuge 
906 W. Sinclair 
Calipatria, CA 92233 
(760) 348-5278 

Cal i fornia S t a t e P a r k s 
Internet: www.ceres.ca.gov/dpr 

Angeles District - Mojave Desert Sector 
43779 15th Street West 
Lancaster, CA 93534 
(805) 942-0662 

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park 
200 Palm Canyon Drive 
Borrego Springs, CA 92004 
(760) 767-5311 

Cuyamaca Rancho State Park 
12551 Hwy. 79 
Descano, CA 91916 
(760) 765-0755 

Mitchell Caverns Natural Preserve 
P.O. Box 1 
Essex, CA 92332 
(760) 928 9.989 

Ocotillo Wells State Vehicular 
Recreation Area 
P.O. Box 300 
5172 Hwy. 78 
BOl regO Spi 111:9. ( A 9200 1 
760) 767 539 1 

Pa lomai M o u n t a i n S t a t e Park 
P.O. BOX 175 
Palomar, CA 97,000 
(760) 742-3462 

P icacho S t a t e R e c r e a t i o n Area 
P.O. Box 848 
4900 Picacho Road 
Winterhaven, CA 92283 
(760) 393-3052 

Salton Sea S t a t e R e c r e a t i o n Area 
100-225 State Pork Road 
North Shore, CA 92254 
(760) 393-3059 

V i s i t o r C e n t e r s 

CA Welcome C e n t e r 
2796 Tanger Way Suite 106 
Barstow. CA 923 1 1 
(760) 253-4813 

Big Bear Discovery Center 
North Shore/Highway 38 
P.O. Box 66 
Fawnskin, CA 9 2 3 3 3 
(909) 866-3437 

Interagency Vis i tor Center 
Drawer R 
Jet . Hwy. 395 & Hwy 136 
Lone Pine, CA 93545 
(760) 876-6222 

Mojave Dese r t Information Center 
Mojave National Preserve 
P.O. Box 241 
72157 Baker Blvd. 
Baker. CA 92309 
(700) 73.3 4040 

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park 
Visitor Center 
200 Palm Canyon Drive 
Borrego Springs, CA 92004 
(760) 767-5311 

Mojave Desert Multi-Agency 
Information Center 
California State Parks 
43779 15th Street West 
Lancaster, CA 93534 
(805) 942-0662 

Jawbone Stat ion 
P.O. Box D 
Jet . Hwy. 14 & J a w b o n e Rd. 
Cantil, CA 93519 
(760) 373-1146 

Santa Rosa Mountains National Scenic 
Area Visitor Center 
5 1 500 Hwy. 74 
Palm Desert, CA 92260 
(760) 862-9984 

QjJ A s h M e a d o w s N a t i o n a l 
Wild l i fe R e f u g e 

(See map, G-2) Ash Meadows National 
Wildlife Refuge (NWR) w a s established in 
.June, 1984, with the ass is tance of the 
Nature Conservancy and the BLM. These 
22,117 acres of spring-fed wetlands and 
alkaline deser t u p l a n d s provide habitat 
for at least 24 p lan t s and animals found 
nowhere else in the world. Four of the 
fishes here, and one plant , are listed as 
endangered and are t h u s federally 
protected. Such desert oases as these are 
now extremely u n c o m m o n in the 
southwes te rn United States . Of additional 
interest is the fact t h a t nearly all of the 
water a t Ash Meadows is so-called fossil 
water, believed to have entered the 
ground water sys tem t h o u s a n d s of years 
ago. Water-bearing s t r a t a allows water to 
surface a t more t h a n 30 seeps and 
springs, providing a r ich and complex 
variety of hab i ta t s within this otherwise 
ha r sh Mojave Desert environment. North 
and west are the r e m n a n t s of Carson 
Slough, which w a s drained and mined for 
its peat, in the 1960s. Sand dunes appear 
in the central par t of the refuge. Many 
s t ream channe l s and wet lands are 
scattered th roughou t the area. Mesquite 
and a sh tree groves flourish near the 
wetlands, and sa l t bush and creosote 
sh rubs grow in the drier upland soils. 
The refuge is in the hab i ta t restoration 
stage, and will be for many years. No 
camping or overnight parking is 
permitted. An RV park , motel, and 
convenience store are located nearby 
along Nevada State Highway 373 at tlie 
stateline in Amargosa Valley, Nevada. The 
nearest public campgrounds are located 
in Death Valley National Park. Two 

enminei eial ea 11 ipgroilIuK ,11'e located ill 
I'aln uiiip. Nevada. '.'.'.'. mi le . • .< >i it he. r ,1 1 it 
I he reluge, with another commercial 
campground located in Shoshone, 
' laliloi nia. 

Ash Meadows s located ahoul 90 miles 
northwest of Las Vegas in southern Nye 
County, Nevada. It lies 7 miles 1 mil I least 
of Death Valley Junct ion , California: 22 
miles northwest of Pahrump, Nevada; and 
3 miles east of Nevada Stale Highway 
373.. The headquar te rs office is located in 
the midst of the refuge, with visitor 
information provided al all major 
ent rances . For more information, contact 
Ash Meadows NWR, P.O. Box 2660. 
Pahrump, NV 89041 . 

lis) F u n e r a l M o u n t a i n s W i l d e r n e s s 

(See map, E-2) Rugged and colorful b a n d s 
of l imestone rock lay to rest any negative, 
foreboding images conjured up by the 
name of the Funeral Mountains, which lie 
at the hear t of this wilderness. Elevations 
range from 2,200 feet to 4 ,950 feet al the 
summit of Bat Mountain. Capped at 
nearly 7,000 feet, Pyramid Peak lies j u s t 
over the western boundary of this 
wilderness, within Death Valley National 
Park. Desert bighorn sheep have been 
seen in the area. Access is from both 
State Highway 127 and Sta te Highway 
190. 

CD R e s t i n g Spr ing R a n g e 
W i l d e r n e s s 

(See map, H-4) The Amargosa River 
Valley, Eagle Mountain , and Resting 

Notes 


