Portions of the Gulkana River were designated i
IRU LWV ZLOG FKDUDFWHU DV SDU\]/? §|eWle 1IDWLRQDO
:LOG DQG 6FHQLF 5LYHU V\VWHPT@‘?%quqaggg)Wﬁhed_lrams
1IDWLRQDO ,QWHUHVW /DQGV &R GRPEPYMAY 2, FHE Squaig/miles in
7KH *XONDQD ZDV UHFRJQL]JHER K ERQWUDO $ODVND 7KH ULYHU EHJLQV LQ WKH
SULPLWLYH FKDUDFWHU DEXQGD¥RPYNR B B QERH GKPPLW /DNH DQG e RZV

DOG LWV JHRORJLF FXOWXUDO DFXVYKF v WRGID®RSSHU SLYHU ZKLFK HYHQWXDOO\
values. These Bureau of Land Management empties into the Gulf of Alaska between

National Conservation Lands embody our Cordova and Katalla.

YLVLRQ IRU FRQVHUYLQJ RXU SXBAYHPPRRXQEIHE ODNHY DQG SRQGYV DUH VFDWWHUHG
WR HYHU\RQH WKH\ RITHU $PHUL®WKQR WKRXWQWKH VXUURXQGLQJ VSUXFH GRPLQDWHG
RSSRUWXQLW\ WR H[SORUH DQG forb&HUEXsbhQdikkE! th¥ Kkafdest, is about 10

ODQGVFEDSHV WKDW VKDSHG RXUnB Why Bid onekhidiMolohidhile wide. The

\RX d VK KLNH KXQW RU ERDW QVkddytHIsQ D50 et in the 81 river miles

represent our way of life, a living link to the EHWZHHQ 3D[VRQ /DNH DQG LWV FRQe XHQFH ZLWK
past and our pledge to tomorrow. the Copper River.

A “Wild” river is free of impoundments, .

JHQHUDOO\ LQDFFHVVLEOH H[FHSeasowamnd &€limate kb v

HIFHSWLRQDOO\ FOHDQ ZDWHUVTheriver-runningseason begins in early to

PLG -XQH GHSHQGLQJ RQ LFH EUHDNXS DQG
SUHFLSLWDWLRQ $YHUDJH DQQXDO SUHFLSLWDWLRQ
LV LQFKHV RI UDLQ DQG LQFKHV RI VQRZ

July is usually the wettest month. Summer
WHPSHUDWXUHY UDQJH IURP
KLJKV LQ WKH V %H SUHSDUHG
weather at any time. By mid-September,
VKRUWHU GD\V DQG FROGHU WHPSHUDWXUHYV EULQJ
WKH ULYHU UXQQLQJ VHDVRQ WR D TXLFN HQG
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History and Prehistory

7KH LQLWLDO VHYHQ PLOH VWUHWFK RI WKH OLGGOH
JRUN EHORZ 'LFNH\ /DNH LV ZLWKLQ WKH 7DQJOH

/IDNHVY $UFKDHRORJLFDO 'LVWULFW 7KLV DUHD LV
OLVWHG RQ WKH 1DWLRQDO 5HJLVWHU RI +LVWRULF
3ODFHVY 6HYHUDO NQRZQ SUHKLVWRULF VLWHV DUH
ORFDWHG ZLWKLQ WKH FRUULGRU 7KH $KWQD ,QGLDQV
were the earliest known humans to use the

Gulkana River. Around 1910, miners used the

:HVW )RUN DQG WKH OLGGOH )RUN URXWHV WR UHDFK
WKH '"HQDOL OLQLQJ 'LVWULFW DERXW DLU PLOHYV

WR WKH ZHVW &ROOHFWLRQ RU GLVWXUEDOQFH RI DQ\
KLVWRULF RU SUHKLVWRULF UHPDLQV LV DJDLQVW WKH ODZ
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Main Branch

7KH PRVW SRSXODU e RDW WULS &ypp 8apids.rom the portage trail, a
Paxson Lake and ends at Sourdough Creek one-mile hiking trail leads to Canyon Lake,
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47 river miles. Allow three to four days for legs. Fishing for grayling and rainbow trout is
WUDYHO 7KH YHKLFOH VKXWWOHHILFHO@HE WY/ LQDWKH FDQ\RQ

way between Paxson Lake Campground (MP Below Canyon Rapids there are nine river miles

SLFKDUGVRQ +LJKZD\ DQG WKdfcHdR I rapﬁﬁ\évthat are generally shallow
at Sourdough Creek Campground (MP 147.5 DQG URFN\

5LFKDUGVRQ +LJKZD\

%HJIJLQ \RXU WULS DW WKH %/0 E B\t ODXQFK DW

Paxson Lake Campground. Four miles of 7KH :HVW )RUN MRLQV WKH 0DLQ
paddling or rowing southwest on the lake will mile 39. From here to the take-out point, the
bring you to the lake outlet; this is Gulkana ULYHU LV VORZ DQG PHDQGHUL

5LYHU OLOH JURP KHUH WR WKH) MRS Y BRQuAtWKG DW &0ODVYV |,
the Middle Fork (three miles), the Gulkana is

D VKDOORZ URFEN\ VWUHDP zLWKN@IEDQWwmay engpantes Rpwerboats on
and a gradient of 38 feet/mile. Whitewater WKH *XONDQD DERYH WKH ‘HVW

H[SHULHQFH LV QHHGHG WR VX F BeSFERMDe $obydpvah Siegkigampground
WKLV VHFWLRQ and beyond. This stretch is frequently crowded

with anglers and boaters during the summer

$W WKH FRQe XHQFH RI WKH 0L G G{dn an'é,'Bar@éaIQrbl)/VMrN@/‘éekends. Please

ODLQ %UDQFK WKH *XONDQD 5L YkbbeckbiefsRighis t Q@)ZtheGulkana
DQG PHDQGHULQJ ZLWK RFFDVLR{@PO URFNV DQ
DQ

VPDOO ZDYHV LQ WKH &0ODVV , ZDWHU :DWEFK IRU

ROG FDELQ RQFH XVHG E\ WUDSSHEWRDPWHWSY JKLEERIQR!I WKH 0DLQ
UHFRPPHQGHG FDPSVLWHV DQG

information, is available at the Glennallen Field
2f FH

Gulkana

Wild and Scenic-River

Map & Guide

Canyon Rapids is at river mile 20. Take-out
signs mark the portage on the left side of
the river. These rapids may be Class Il or IV,
GHSHQGLQJ RQ ZDWHU e RZ 2Q O \1920§ Babbkt LabirCalerld @ Gulkana River.
whitewater boaters should attempt to navigate

&DQ\RQ 5DSLGYV 6FRXW WKH TXDUWHU PLOH

length before attempting passage. It is often

QHFHVVDU\ WR SRUWDJH JHDU SULRU WR UXQQLQJ

the rapids. If you don’t portage your gear, it

0867 EH WLHG GRZQ VHFXUHO\ $W KLJK ZDWHU

OHHOV RSHQ FDQRHV DQG VPDOO UDIWV 0867

EH SRUWDJHG (YHQ H[SHULHQFHG ERDWHUV KDYH
ZUDSSHG DQG GHVWUR\HG UDIWVY DQG FDQRHV KHUH

Cover photo: Canoeing through the Gulkana River’s
CDWPFCPEG QH "UJ

7KHUH DUH VHYHUDO vPDOO FDPMiddieolberkv pw

&DPSJURXQG 7KH WRWDO GLVWDIHH'LE IJERRWRRG RSSRUWXQ LRy WapsiiehtWe 24 .5\ 6 the Denali

0DQ\ FDQRHV DQG UDp
GDPDJHG EH\RQG UHSDLU LQ WKly€ahBdiNd- BdRtifik t¥Jélg south to the

QNOFE: Wdftaﬁe% &P Mé‘d@@ ihRarked

The gradient drops from about 25 feet/mile NOTE: These are extended wilderness trips

WKH ERDW ODXOFK DW WKH 'HO W§w-ang @e@@@wgebpfgr%jgiﬁing the days to complete any of the Middle or West
ODLQ %UDQFK $OORZ VL[ WR VH ¥FétiQadsddtuvesl BIS. BeKlbyical Survey

HQWLUH WULS ULYHU PLOHV lopBgpaphiFribbs ahD gbbid VaR-reading

HLIJKZD\
Sourdough Creek Campground. skills are essential. Consult with the BLM in
FORDW VRXWK WKURXJK WKH Upper Tangle Lake Glennallen if planning to take either of these

DQG PDNH WZR VKRUW SRUWDJHV”@ FK 0XG trips.
Lake. Paddle to the south end of Mud Lake & PEHP( ERXWK % U D
0

% Ky O REZHW R @ LHORRR* KONDQDS5V :HVW )RUN 6 UDQFK .
0 § b 22 FWLQY FEEV?LE?QV DWR/D%H JRXLVH FRQWL@égﬂ%'\?ﬁf@@“ﬁ"ﬁ%@{mhOftheGmkanaW”dand

'LFNH\ /DNH SRUW D JRusithg nd yopedakeg apd part way down
Tyone River. Next, a series of portages, low

"LENAPRWHNHOHYHOV DQG QDUURZ FKDQQHOV ZLOO UHTXLUH
HWUD WLPH DQG SDWLHQFH WR UHDFK WKH 6RXWK
%UDQFK RI WKH :HVW )RUN 7KLV URXWH WUDYHUVHYV
ODNH GRWWHG FRXQWU\ ZLWK H[FHSWLRQDO ZLOGOLIH
habitat. It is one of the most remote and least-

PLOH ORQJ

the Migdle FRrkgiihe uiangRiver begins
WKH VRXWKHDVW FRUQHU RI

unmaintained. Float planes may land at Dickey
Lake

visited areas of the Gulkana watershed.

7KH 6RXWK %UDQFK MRLQV WKH 1RUWK %UDQFK WR
IRUP WKH :HVW )RUN )J)URP WKLV MXQFWLRQ WKH
ULYHU e RZV VORZO\ IRU IRXU ULYHU PLOHV ,W HQWHUYV
D FDQ\RQ VSHHGVHWKIURXIDKURK®G

large boulders in Class II-lll water, then quiets

GRZQ WR D VHHVYHDQBIWARZ UXQV XQWLO LW

MRLQV WKH ODLQ %UDQFK

$QRWKHU WULS RSWLRQ LV WR e\ LQWR RQH RI WZR
unnamed lakes at the headwaters of the

1RUWK % U DNpRIKBranghtbriginates

in the Alphabet Hills from the Amphitheater

Mountains, eventually joining the South

%UDQFK WR IRUP WKH :HVW )RUN )URP WKH

7KH RXWOHW IRU 'LFENH\ /DNH LV OMD®XBWHW OHDMNHY WR WKH FRQe XHQFH ZLWK WKH
VRXWKHDVW FRUQHU RI WKH ODNGRXWK %QDWEBKO WKKH HRUWK %UDQFK LV D VHULHYV
PLOH VWUHWFK RI WKH *XOND Q D ofdlow,Gr@arndegfb ek bends with many

YHU\ VKDOORZ DQG e RXVDWKU R Xdow lakes and numerous log jams or

URFNV DW D JUDGLHQW RI I H H \&lvde pedsHhat midaid inh&dé ttdvel.

WKHQ SOXQJHV DEUXSWO\ LQWR D VWHHS FDQ\RQ

DQG VSHHGV WHVY DX DUBXQG ODUJH

boulders in Class II-lll rapids before quieting

GRZQ WR D VHUHVYHDWQBIWARZ UXQV IRU

about six miles.

Portages






