Electric Fences in Bear Country

Bear Behavior and Learning

Bears are curious animals and always searching for a meal. They
may be attracted to the scent of human belongings or camps. Or,
human belongings simply appear novel, and may contain some-
thing interesting to the bear, even without scent.

Fortunately, bears also behave in a way that avoids or reduces
risk. An easy meal is one thing. Investigating a scent which
causes a jolt probably isn't worth it.

Therefore, the idea behind the electric fence is to teach
the bear that approaching too close to human belongings
is unpleasant. You get shocked!

Bears then, like many animals, require an explicit, negative §
stimulus that associates an unpleasant encounter with the |
fence. The electrical shock provides negative reinforcement, |
and deters the bear from obtaining any positive reward (e.g.,
food, equipment). The system works on the same premise as
invisible dog fencing. 1

Adding flagging, lights or other methods to help the bear §
see the fence before it's touched can help the bear learn from

~ the first “sting.” High visibility also helps other animals avoid

running through the fence by accident. Fence knockdowns by other

animals are a common cause of system failure.
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Importantly, a highly motivated bear will likely get through any
electric fence. Keeping a clean camp and handling food and garbage
responsibly will minimize the bear’s motivation to approach
the camp or attempt a breach. The electric fence does not
replace proper food handling or camping guidelines.
Behaviorally, bears generally respond by avoiding
risks. The combination of keeping a clean camp, an
electric fence, and maintaining human presence
| acts as a strong deterrent.

Keep all food and scented items under your
immediate control at all times. While camping,
keep a clean camp and store food in a bear
resistant food container (BRFC).
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Camping

The fence provides reduced risks and greater assurance for back-
country campers, while serving as a tool for minimizing negative
bear and human encounters along with reducing defense-of-life-
and-property killings.
Simply put: an electric fence is a safe and responsible way to camp.
It does not replace proper food handling or camping guidelines.

Keep all food and cosmetics in the bear resistant food container
(BRFC) when not in use. Place any snacks, wrappers, lip balm,
sunscreen, etc. that were used while kayaking or hiking into the BRFC.

An electric fence provides a layer of safety for you and the bear
in terms of distance, and therefore time. Basically, the encounter
between you and the bear occurs at the electric fence, and not at your
tent or other belongings. This increases the buffer distance between
you and the bear, reducing the chance of you startling the bear and
causing an attack. It also allows you to use methods such as noise,
and your presence to deter the bear, before it gets too close. This also
increases safety for the bear. It reduces its chances of obtaining human
belongings or causing harm, and therefore its risk of getting shot.

You have more time to act. The bear has a greater opportunity, and
motivation to leave.
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Other Applications

The electric fence reduces the risk of negative bear encounters. It
also provides greater assurance and security for backcountry users.
It has the ability to protect your camp and gear in these and other
situations:

Backpacking—protect tent, gear, and food.
Group Camp—protect camp, equipment, and food.

Rafting/Kayaking—protect camp; optional second fence to
protect craft.

Hunting —protect the camp; optional second fence to protect
meat cache.

Fly-in Camping—protect the plane and camp.
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Electric fencing is an option to protect aircraft
at remote landing sites.

There are an estimated 35,000-45,000 brown
bears in Alaska.

Proper set up and maintenance of electric

use of Bears generally avoid risks and will quickly

learn to avoid properly installed electric fences.

Electric fencing is not a substitute for
BRFCs and proper food handling.

Don’t let bears make decisions for you—
consider using an electric fence.

fencing is key.








