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SUMMARY

Study Purpose and Background

The National Park Service (NPS) was tasked by Congress in Public Law 110-229 to evaluate if
the Soldiers’ Memorial Military Museum in St. Louis, Missouri meets the criteria for addition
to the national park system. This study applies the Criteria for Inclusion set by law and policy
to the Soldiers’ Memorial Military Museum and the surrounding Memorial Plaza.

Historic Context

The Soldiers’ Memorial Military Museum was completed in 1938 as a memorial to the St.
Louis, Missouri area citizens who gave their lives in World War I. Following the war,
patriotism and an inability of relatives of the fallen to visit foreign graves led to memorials
throughout the country. Some were purely memorial structures; others were functional as
well, such as stadiums and museums. The Soldiers’ Memorial concept of a memorial museum
in a park setting was proposed in 1919 and adopted by the City of St. Louis in 1923. Not only
was the project intended to memorialize the lost, but also to remake a central area of the city
following the principles of the City Beautiful urban planning movement. The neoclassical
Soldiers’ Memorial displays artifacts of the personal experiences of St. Louis area service
members in all wars, is a focal point for the area veterans’ community, and has been the
setting for events of remembrance since its opening.

Special Resource Study

The special resource study evaluates the Soldiers’ Memorial as a potential new unit of the
national park system based on established criteria. To be eligible for favorable consideration
as a unit of the national park system, an area must be nationally significant, suitable, feasible,
and have a need for direct NPS management.

Significance Finding: For cultural resources, a property must meet the criteria for
National Historic Landmarks to be considered nationally significant. The Soldiers’
Memorial was analyzed for its association with the City Beautiful movement, for
representing the ideal of memorializing those lost in war, and for architecture and
neoclassical design. The study found that other neoclassical memorials to World War Iin
the City Beautiful tradition that embody the same themes and associations are already
represented among National Historic Landmarks, and that the Soldiers’ Memorial does
not rise to the same level of national significance, though it has local and regional
importance, as well as excellent historic integrity.

Suitability Finding: Because the Soldiers’ Memorial Military Museum does not meet the
criteria for national significance, suitability was not considered in detail. Preliminary
investigations indicate a negative finding would be likely.

Feasibility Finding: Because the Soldiers’ Memorial Military Museum does not meet the
criteria for national significance, feasibility was not considered.

Need for Direct NPS Management Finding: Because the Soldiers’ Memorial Military
Museum does not meet the criteria for national significance, the need for direct NPS
management was not considered in detail.

NPS finds that the Soldiers’ Memorial does not meet criteria for a unit of the national park
system.
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CHAPTER 1: STUDY PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND

In the National Park System General Authorities Act of 1970, Congress declared that areas
comprising the national park system are “cumulative expressions of a single national
heritage.”' Potential additions to the national park system should therefore contribute in a
unique way to a system that represents the superlative natural and cultural resources that
characterize our heritage. Proposed additions to the national park system must possess
nationally significant resources, be suitable additions to the system, be feasible additions to
the system, and require direct NPS management instead of protection by other public
agencies or the private sector.

Before Congress decides to create a new park, it needs to know whether the area’s resources
meet the established criteria for inclusion in the system. The National Park Service (NPS)
was tasked by Congress in Public Law 110-229 to conduct a special resource study (SRS) of
the Soldiers’ Memorial Military Museum in St. Louis, Missouri to determine if it meets those
criteria. Sponsored by Representative William Lacy Clay, Jr. of Missouri’s 1* Congressional
District, the legislation findings state that “the Soldiers’ Memorial is a tribute to all veterans
located in the greater St. Louis area, including Southern Illinois.” (See Appendix A for the full
text of the law.)

This chapter presents the study purpose and an overview of the study area. Chapter 2:
Historic Context places the Soldiers’ Memorial Military Museum and surrounding Memorial
Plaza in the context of St. Louis city planning, the City Beautiful movement, the drive to
memorialize those who sacrificed in World War I, and the function of the Memorial over the
years. Chapter 3 will apply the criteria for inclusion, discussing national significance,
suitability, feasibility, and the need for direct NPS management. The significance analysis
compares Soldiers’ Memorial to other World War I memorials in its association with the City
Beautiful movement, for representing the ideal of memorializing fallen servicemembers, and
for architecture and neoclassical design. The study concludes with a summary of findings.

Overview of the Study Area

This section briefly describes the property under study in this report and its local and
regional surroundings. The study area is the Soldiers’ Memorial Military Museum and the
surrounding Memorial Plaza, and the sculptures and smaller memorials thereon.” The
museum and Memorial Plaza are owned by the City of St. Louis. The museum is managed by
a Superintendent, and overseen by a Board of Commissioners, composed of St. Louis City
employees, area veterans, and veteran organization representatives. The Friends of the
Soldiers’ Memorial, a 501(c)(3) non-profit incorporated in 2009, supports the museum. In
addition to the Museum space, storage, and offices, the basement of the building is currently
occupied by the offices of the City Emergency Management Agency, a division of the
Department of Public Safety.

' Formally known as “An Act To Improve The Administration of the National Park System by the Secretary
of the Interior, and to Clarify the Authorities Applicable to the System, and for Other Purposes 1970 (84
Stat. 825)"

2 Location information: Soldiers’ Memorial Military Museum, 1315 Chestnut Street (N 38.62904 W
90.20007), occupying all of City Block #500 (USNG 15S YC 43737 79327). Other parcels of Memorial
Plaza (City of St. Louis Parks): City Blocks #492 (USNG 15S YC 43600 79277), #499 (USNG 155 YC 43618



