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The present: Schuvler Manslon was built by . Gen-.

“eral Philip Schuyler in ‘November, 1777, The main
house was erected in 17 days by the artisans of
Gates’ army. This house has sheltered Washing-
ton, Hamilton, Lafayette, Clinton and many other

. notables.. “General Burgoyne burued ‘the ‘prede-
cessor on October 11, 1777. The original hozuse was
burned by the French and Indians in the massa-
cre of 1745. In it Captain Philip Schuyler, uncle-of
the General was shot. -

i *-—

Government.
To Get Schuyler
Mansion

Schuy]erulle—A deed conveying
the rights, title and interest to the
historic Schuyler Mansion and sui-
rounding. premises located off the
road. leading from Schuyleryville to
Coveville, just across Fish Creek,
to the United States of America
was executed yesterday morning by
George S. Lowber who shares-own-
ership with his sister, Mrs. Jessie
Marshall.

The conveyance is made as a gift,
the premises: to he included w1th-
in the Saratoga National Historical
Park. ;

Mr. Lowber, who. lives on the
premiSes with his sister, reserves
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ISTORIC Schuyler, Mansion,

where General Philip Schuyler,
one of the heroes of the Battle of
Saratoga, lived and which, through
the gift of its present owners, has
become the property of the Sara-
toga National Historical Park, is,
166 years after it was built during
the battle of Saratoga, one of the
great show places and historic
buildings -of New York State.

A few years ago, Mrs. Charles
Marshall, with her brother, George
S. Lowber, the owner, was hostess
there to the Saratoga Historical
Society, of which she was a vice-
president, and on that occasion I
recall visiting every room and
reveling in the historical relics in
which the place abounds.

General Washington, Marquis de
Lafayette and General Schuyler sat
in the living room in which the
Historical Society met to hear
about the history of thé house.
It was the first .and only time that
the house was opened for such
an occasion.

The present house is the third
of a series of Schuyler Mansions.
The first one was built by John
Schuyler, grandfather of General
Schuyler, in 1720, 20 rods east of
the present building, of which the
government now is custodian. It
was on the bank of the old Cham-
plain Canal. It burned Nov. 28,
1745, in the French and Indian
War when French and Indians at-
tacked by night.

Some of the first house was ex-
posed years after when excavation
was going on.

The- szecond mansion, built in
1766, kas 20 rods southeast of the
present house. It was larger and
offered more protection than the
first. Among . the notables who
visited in the second house +v.ere
Samuel P. Chase, Charles Carroll
and Benjamin Franklin, signers of
the Declaration of Independence,
and the ill-fated American General
Richard Montgomery, who fell at
Quebec in 1755 in the French and
Indian War.

The third and present mansion,
which Mrs. Marshall and her
brother, George S. Lowber, have
presented to the United States of
America as a gift, was built during
the Battle of Saratoga. Authentic-
ity for this date is given in the
letters written by General Schuy-
ler to Congress, in which he stated
he expected to be comfortably
living again ‘in his own house in
20 days or Nov. 4, 1777, 17 days
after the surrender of Burgoyne
at -Saratoga.

The present mansion has a por-
tico, 10 by 60 feet, a reception room
flanked by two wings, one a dining
room and the other used as a par-
lor by the Schuylers and which
still has the same wallpaper with
which it was papered for the wed-
ding of Miss Ruth Snyder, great-
granddaughter of General Schuy-
ler, to T. W. Ogden of New York
City.

The rear room was used as a
guest chamber by General Schuy-
ler, and it was here that Marquis
de Lafayette slept in 1824,

HE HOUSE has a schoolroom

where private tutors taught the
children, for there were no public
schools, and north of this is the
kitchen, which is still filled with
all the things that made the col-
onial kitchen the fascinating marvel
of all ages.

The second house, burned during
the battle of Saratoga, was occupied
by General John Burgoyne after
his retreat at Saratoga on Oct. 9
and 10. He spent the night there and
left the following -day, having his
soldiers set fire to the house and
all the buildings.

History relates that on Burgoyne’s
advance to the South General
Schuyler’s wife on fleeing from the
mansion rather than let the enemy
have the wheat fields set fire to
them herself,

All the lumber in the house was
sawed in the General’s mill, now
Victory Mills not far from the stone
bridge from Victory to Southville.

In the guest chamber I recall in-
specting the skull of Lovelace, the
notorious Tory raider, who was put
to death after being tried at court-
martial® at the military barracks
near the present Schuylerville High
School occupied by General Stark
‘a.t one time. Lovelace, so Mrs.

Lafayette Entertained
|At 3rd Schuyler Mansion

Marshall recounted for her guests
then, was buried in a sitting posi-
tion in a gravel pit across the
roadway from the barracks. In
excavations for gravel he was found
and the skull preserved by George
Strover. i

Mrs. Marshall’s mother, who was |
Priscilla Strover, married John
Lowber.

The mansion belonged to the
Schuyler family until the panic
of 1837, according to William Snyd-
er, a lifelong Schuylerville resident,
who on the occasion of the Histori-
cal Society’s visit to the mansion
related part of the history of the
house to the guests.

Then, in order to fulfill obliga-
tions, the family had to dispose of
it, and it came into the possession
of George Strover, the grandfather
of Mrs. Marshall, The house has
been in the hands of this family
for 100 years. ;

Mrs. Marshall, on the occasion of
the visit, related many quaint stor-
ies of a ghost and of a closet back
of the beautiful stairway in which
an Indian hid.

On the occasion.of this first and
only entertainment of the public
in the house, the Saratoga Histori-
cal Society members wore colonial
costumes, and Mrs. George S. An-'
drews had in costume five men,
representing the five famous men of
General Schuyler's time.

Mrs. Marshall has preserved the
house as it was in the General's
time, the furnishings, method of
lighting, heating etc. Nothing was
changed, She would never permit
it so interested is she in preserving
the home for posterity.
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ks AN S Sehuylerville, N. Y.,
July 31, 19%3.

dum for the Regional Director: e

Sherp is maﬁoseﬂ the rirst page of the Baratogan issued / [
! y’gm 194%. This article has reference to the transfer

te the United ;ﬁm&m of & half Interest in the Schuyler Mansion losated
in Schuylerville, New York, and desired as an addition to the Saratoga
National HisSorlosl Park.

pportunity to acquire a half interest in this property

: ely after my srrival here. Mr. Lowber was o undergo an
operation at the hospital and wished %o meke his will before the oper-
ation. He was desirous of willing his interest whioh he owna Jointly
with his sister to the United States in order that the Schuyler Mansion

would be, upon the demise of his sister, in the perpetusl ocare of the

Government.

I% was thought upon talking the donation over with Nr. Lowber's ;
attorney that it would be advisable Yo obtaln, if possible, a deed for g
¥r. Lowber's interest '-m,éwammma to the donstion being made a part of
his will. %o me this gel-up was & golden opportunity o scquire en ime
medlate interest in what 1s belleved to be one of the oldest, originsl
and unmodernized dwellinis, to my knowledge, in the easi. The house has
no glmb&ag,. 1lluminated oly by lamps and heated by open fireplaces,
vhile the walls are covered with an unknown nuuber of old wallpapers.

 Preliminary examination of the records in the Clerk's office at
Ballston Spa shows the title in this property %o be wvesied in George 8.
Lowber and his sister, Mrs. Jessie Mershall. MNrs. Marshall is, and hag
been for s number of years, in very feeble heanh.“\) A clause in the trang-
for of Mr. Lowber's intereet reserves to him end his sister permigsion te
ocoupy the premises as long as they are physleally able te do so.

Superintendent Hamilton is in 'ﬁhara&gh”hawm with this possible
sequisition snd it is Delleved that if Hr. Lowber survives his sister he
will devise this remailning interest to ywmmm States.

g8t Assoo. Director \ Olinus Smith
Director \ Engineer.
Ohief Historian \
Ronslds, Co-ordinating Supt. IR
am&%u’ Buperintendent. e At G N o
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
MORRISTOWN. NEW JERSEY

Augtiﬁt 24 1043,

Memorandwn for the ngizugml Dirsctor, Regiom Onet

For ymm e-msi.démti‘mlaﬁd advice 1 an submitting the following report of the
Sohuyler Mansion, Schuylerville, New Yorks Regarding the house itself, Superintendent
Hamilton writes as follows:

"Long the ‘couwrtry home of Gemeral Phillip Schuyler, once Commsnder
of the Army of the Northern Depariment during the summer before the {inal
defeat of Burgoyne at Saratoge in Qotober 1777, this third mension of the
Sehuyler Taumily was constructed lmmwdiabely after the second one had been
burned as the British rebreated to Saratoga (now called Schuylerville in
honor %o General Phillip Schuyler)e The house was built with the aid of
the soldisrs of General Cates' Army during the fall and winter of 1777-78e
This mangion is believed to be one of the most well preserved bulldings in
its original form that exists in this section of the country. Many notable
persons of the Revoluticnary period such as Washingbon, Hemilton, Lafayetie,
and Governor Clinton were emtertained here by the Schuylerse

. "™The howme was ocoupied by the Schuyler family until 1837 when the panie
of that year foreed Phillip Schuyler II 4o sell the ancestrsl estate« It
then passed into the hands of & Cols George Strover of Schuylerville who
owned it for about fifty years and them seld i% to a lr. Lowber, the grand-
father of the present owierse w«« The interior is excallently furnished,
‘and, go far as is known, many of the articles of furmiture are of the Revow
Intionary pericde The mein structwre is 22 by 60 feoty three stories high
of sound freme construction« There are seven spaclous rooms on the first
floor snd in addition a kitehen R by 25 with e large fireplaces. On the
second floor there are seven bedrooms in the main house end four rooms above
the kitchen. Un the third floor is a large attie, which it is undarstood
eontains many historiesl treasures such ss relics, pepers, wearing apparel,
oo

"A few rods north of the house is & smell building used as & servants?
quarters partially hiddenm by large old trees that are scatbered throughout
the grounds including spproximately 60 acress The egtate is located at the
southorn sad of the villege on the west side of the HDudson River facing the
historie river road leading to Saretogs National Historioal Park about seven
miles to the souths™

Superintendent Hamilton's statement is an excellent ones Regionel Architect Emerson,
who has seen the house a nuwmber of times from the outside, has photographs of it and
san give you his opinion of the buildings I believe that lre Lisle, Mre OtHeil, and
¥re Arnold have also seen the houses
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Tuesday night, July 27, Nr. Kenneth Bullard, of Schuylerville, Hew York, telephoned
me that Mre George Lowber, fearing that he might not survive & serious operation sched=-
uled for July 31, was anxious to insure the preservation of the Schuyler Mension and
hed asked how this could best be dones After explaining to Mre Bullard that there was
no way in which the Service cen assure him thet the gift of the house would be accepted
by the Government, I suggested that Mr. Louis Follett (Mr. Lowber's lawyer and an ¢x-
cellent friend of the park}, whko was drawing Mr. Lowber®s will, have him will his share
in the house to the United States Government with the proviso that if not eventually
accepted the property was to go to the State of New York. The State already owns the
Saratoge Battle Momument st Schuylerville. As I see it, the first considerastion is
the preservation of this splendid old house, snd the prevention of its falling into the

hands of individusls who might modermize or otherwise injure the buildinge

Superintendent Hemilton informs me that the following day the matter was discussed
with Mr. Olinus Smith, who suggested thet a deed of gift be drawn up for Mr. Lowberfs
half interest in the property rather than ineluding the donation in his wille This was
acted upon, and on July 29 ¥r. Follett drew a deed to convey the propsriy to the United
States. The deed was signed by Mr. Lowber just before he left for the hospitel at Al-
banys the deed being recorded thet seme days

Superintendent Hamilton recommends that the Service consider steps to extend the
boundaries of Saratoga Mationsl Historieal Park o provide for eventual acquisition of
the Schuyler Mansion, as well as the surrender monumeht now owned by the State of Hew
York which the State would gladly donate, the field of grounded arms (surrender field)
owned by the village, snd the site of Burgoyne®s perscnal surrender to Gencral Getes.

This is an excellent sugpestion of Superintendent Hemilton's, but I am inclined to
recommend that for the time being the Sorvics take stops o desigrete the Schuyler
Hgnsion a netional historiec sile, and that it be acquired separstely under that designs~
tione My reasons are that due to lack of funds it would be impossible for some time to
come to properly care for the other importent sites 2% Schuylerville, plus the fact that
the setual site of Jurgoyne's surrender hes not, in my opinion 2t least, been determined
beyond peradventure. B8hould you ast faverably on this suggestion, Superintendent Hamile
ton and 1 could prepare a statement on the historical significance of the house for sube
migssion to the Advisory Boarda .

Half of the property is owned by lre Lowber's sister, a Mrg. Jessie Marshallse It
is my understanding that Mrs. Marshell is no longer of sound mind snd is not expected
to lives If she should pre~decease her brother, her half of the property goes to him
and he is willing to deed it in its entirety to the Governmente. However, if Hre Lowber
should chance to die first, I believe that Ure Arthur Kemp of New York City would be
willing to purchase Mrse Harshall's half of the property from her heirs end present it
to the Governments. I keep in touch with Mre. Kemp in New York and he has visited us in
Horristowmn. He is most anxious to see that the house is preserved and would have al-
ready purchased the property if it woere possible to deal with Mrs. Marshalls

Before lirm Harshall became completely incapacitated I had the privilege of going
through the houses I do not believe there is anything like it in Americae It is
practically the same building, inside and out, as it was in the days of General Schuylers

Though in excellent repair, it has never suffered modernization. Neither plumbing, heatw

ing, nor electricity has ever been installed. The house conteins a great deal of fine
old furnitures Mrss Marshall lemented the fact that a chenge had been made in one rooms

This cbange, which really seemed to horrify the old lady, was that new wall paper had
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been installed in this room in 1828. One has to see this house to believe ite Mrs.
Marshell, fortunately sn sccentric, has as a table decoration the skull of a spy
hung et Saratoga in 1777« The poor Tory's chaps are bound up with red, white, and
blue ribbone

¥y apologies for being so verbose but I am muxious that you have the full storys

as to my, | there is no guestion but that the Schuyler Manmsion is of outstanding
national(siphilicances I em submitting an extra copy of the report should you cave
to send it %o the Directors '

W JY YO,
ancis Se Honalds,
Coordinating Superintendente

CCs Saratoga Ne He Pe
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Memorandum for the Director:

There 1s enclosed a cllpping from the Saratoglan,
Saratoga Springs, New York, issued July 3lst, 1943, which
gives a very good account of the historical background of
the bullding known as the Schuyler Mansion and in which we
now own a half interest. The other half interest vests in
Mrs. Marshall and were she in better health would no doubt
be glad to Join her brother in the donating of thelr entire
interests to the United States.

0linus Smith
Engineer.
cc: Assoc. Director

Ronalds, Co-ordinating
Superintendent

RUG 6 '943
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MEMORANDUM for the Director. \\fzt\;:i%w“ .
L8 Anp FILE

Attached is a copy of Coordinating Superintendent Ronalds' report
of August 2, which refers to Superintendent Hamilton's description of the
old Schuyler Mansion at Schuylerville, New York, and outlines the steps
now being taken to assure the preservation of this unspoiled historic
building. The attached photographs of the house are duplicate copies
taken from the Regional Office file.

The proposed acquisition of the Schuyler Mansion and grounds is
desirable, and can be strongly recommended, as the ownership of this house
would add considerably to the historical significance of Saratoga National
Historical Park., The legality of the joint ownership of the property by
the United States Government and a private individual which would result
in the event the sister, Mrs. Jessie Marshall, survived the brother, Ir.
George Lowber, is questioned, but it is assumed that suitable arrangements
can be worked out to meet the legal requirements of the proposed trans-
action.

The proposed extension of the Saratoga boundaries to include the
surrender monument owned by the State of New York, and the surrender field
owned by the village of Schuylerville, New York, can probably be deferred
for consideration at a later date.

I fully concur in Coordinating Superintendent Ronalds' recommendation
that the Schuyler Mansion be acquired separately under the designation
of a national historic site, and it is recommended the proposal be submitted

to the Advisory Board for consideration.

r. <. A
Oliver G. Tayfor,
Regional Director.
ccs
Supt., Morristown NHP
Supt., Saratoga NHP
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MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
MoORRISTOWN. NEW JERSEY

Hemorandum for Acting Regiomal Director Taylor, Region Ons: . AUG 26 1943 . ) |
Reforence is made to previous correspondence reogardiag the\

g Ly 7 ‘ ]
Schuyler Nension at Schuylerville, Wew York. AAHLER

o

e

Superintendent Hamilton has informed me thot Hrse Jossie
Marshall, sister of Hr. George Lowber who made a deed of pift of
half his inbterost in the house, died the evening of August S As
Jrss Mexrshallts condition was such Thalt she was unsble to make g
will, she died intestate and Mr. Lowber will iznherlt the remaining
interest in the propertye

Hr. Lowber survived his operation of sugust 2 snd Superinten-
dent Hamilton's latest informstion ig that he is doing fairly welle i
Vie would appreciate your comnsurrence in the recommendetion that when g
Yre Lowber is sufficiently recoversd for us to see him we call on him
with reference to desding the enbire property to the Govermmente

{SGD) rFrancis ©. Fonalde

Francis S« Ronalds,
Coordinating Superintendent.

GC: The Direstor — | f}
Saratoge Ne He Po : l
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pd DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
MORRI STOWN, NEW JERSEY

August 9, 1943.

Memorandum for Acting Regional Director Taylor, Region One:

Reference is made to previous correspondence regarding the
Schuyler Mension at Schuylerville, New York.

Superintendent Hamilton has informed me that Mrs. Jessie
Marshall, sister of lMr. George Lowber who made a deed of gift of
half his interest in the house, died the evening of August 6. As
Mrs. Marshall's condition was such that she was unable to maeke a
will, she died intestate and Mr. Lowber will inherit the r emaining
interest in the property.

Mr. Lowber survived his operation of August 2 and Superinten-
dent Hamilton's latest information is that he is doing fairly well.
We would appreciate your concurrence in the recommendation that when
Mr. Lowber is sufficiently recovered for us to see him we call on him
with reference to deeding the entire property to the Government.

/q/ Francis S. Ronalds

Francis 8. Ronalds,
Coordinating Superintendent.

CC: The Director
Mr. Demaray
Saratoga N.H.P.
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SJANe AND ' ' August 14, 1943, A
MEMORANDUM for the Director. 4 ;Z‘Z

It is noted that Coordinating Superintendent Ronalds sent you & copy of
his memorandum of August 9 calling attention to the change in ownership of the
Schuyler Mansion at Schuylerville, New York, in which he recommends that when
Mr. Lowber, the present owner, sufficiently recovers from his present illness
Messrs. Ronalds end Hamilton be authorized to call on him with reference to
deeding the above property to the Government.

This office concurs in the idea of designating the Schuyler Mansion a
national historic site and in its. acqulsitlon by the Governnant. Will you
please advise on further procedure?

: Regional Director.
co/ Washington Liaison Office. '

Supt., Morristown NHP.

Supt., Saratoga NHP.

AUG 1 6 1943
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'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ,;ﬂ (
{ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE '
. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
THE mREC'rgl;.D :::zuit::nx_ SERVICE '
Adugust 26, 1943.

HEMORANDUM for the mm B&rector, Region One.

mmmlﬂthrmmﬁmmmﬁhwtémMm—
- cerning the recent tender to the United States hy ¥Mr. deorge Imhwrm'mmnw

helf interest in the Schuyler Yansion st Schuylerville, New York. You vecowmend
that steps be twan to have the Hanaion designated as s natlonal historic sita.

Ye fully a;;pmciam the Wﬁeﬂl significance of this fine mmpla of Rev-
olubionary type structure and the desirability of preserving it for posteriity in
its present unspoiled state. We will be glad, therefors, to subnit the mstier to
the Advisory Board. Please regquest Dr. Ronalds and Supsrintendent Hamilton %o
furnish a complete report on the history of the Yanslon showing Jjustification for
its designetion as a national historic site. The report should be accompanied by
appropriate photographs s well as detailed information az to acreage, improve-
ments, the estimsted cost of wmmmw, maintaindng and protecting the prop-
Gl‘ty, atc.

- Any further steps toward designating the Mansion sz & national historic site
must, of course, awsit the receipt of the idvisory Bosrd's recomsendations. How~
eéver, in the meantime, Mr. lowber's deed, accompanled by an abstract or other ev-
idence of title may be submitied for sxamination. II ¥Mr. lowber does not have
an abstract of title, it is suggested that Dr. Romalds or Mr. Hamilton idvesti-
gate the possibility of indueing Hr. louls Follett or other local attormsy to
furnish an abstract without cost to the Government.

It is owr understanding that there are weny pieces of auntigue furniture in
the Mansion which would perhasps be sultable for display. Information is desired
as to whether Mr. Lowber contesplates domating any or £1l of these furnishings
to the United States. )

We note from ¥r. Hamilton's monthly narrstive report for July, dated August
10, 1943, that ¥rs. Jessle Marshall, sister of Mr. Lowber, and the owner of the
remaining one-half interest in the property, died intestsbe on August 5. M.
Hamilton indicated that it is understood ¥r. Lowber will inherit one-half of Mrs.
. ¥arshall's interest in the property and will convey this interest te the United
 Gtetes in due course. The remaining one<half of Mrs. Marshall's interest in the
property will descend to her other heirs. It is suggested that the nawes, ages,
- and addrasses of these heirs be obtained and if posaible that information also
be secured as to their attitude with respect to the donation of their one-fourth
. dn the property to the United States. If the heirs are wnwilling o do-
nate their interest, perhaps Wr. Arthuwr Kemp will be interested in pur-
chasing this interest for donabion to the United States, as suggested by
Dr. Rooalds. Favorable action by the Advisory Board would be more likely
os |1 the Government were offered the ownership of the entire estate.




~ We have been unable to locate a copy of Dr. Ronalds' memorandum of August 9
referred to in your memorandum of August 14, and would appreclate it if you will
send us & Copy. '

(S Hillery B Dol

Acting Director.

*&,_"1

co: Coord. Sypf. Ropaids.
s“Ptv, S a-
Mr. Kahlef.
Mr. Sanders.
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August 28, 1943r6}«;§LQ

As requested in Acting Director Tolson's memorahdum of August 26 we are
enclosing a copy of Dr. Ronalds'! memorandum of August 9 regarding the Schuyler
Mension, Schuylerville, New York. 3

MEMORANDUM for the Director.

Acting Regional Director.
Enclosure 352.

§¥EP o wn@#@
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All matters relating to ad-
ditions, or proposed additions,
to the National Park System -
whether proposed by donation or
otherwise -~ should be routed

_ through the Branch of Lands.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
HASHINGTON

October 12, 1943.

MEMORANDEAL FOR
* Hon. A. K. Demaray
Associate Director,
Hational Parik Service.
What is the labest on the
acquisition of the Phllip Schuyler
house in Schuylerville?

I am enclosing an excerpt

from a letter in regard Lo it.

F‘. I}‘R.
Enclosure.
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Oliéius Smith left me a photograph of the Schuyler
ﬁan&ion, which he wanted me to glve you, the next time I
saw you, I am sending it in a separate envelope.

As you know, the house was built by Philip Schuyler,
in 1775, on the site of one burned by the British -—- It is
Just as it was, no heat, lighbts or water, and with much of
the original furniture - Oliézus is very proud of himself
(and it soems, justly so) for getting it for the Park
Service - He has all but # share azlready, and the village
and township have agreed to "buy out the other guarter -

In addition there are somebhing over a hundred acres of
land (I am not sure of the amount) which should go with
it, and for the purchase of which, as well as something
to do with the "Administration Bullding on the hill", he
needs another $20,000. It seems foolish for me to be
trying to tell you, for I know very little about it -
However, he said to tell you, if youwsnt further informa-

tion that you could call Mr. Demaray. '



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT/OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION ONE
RlCHMOND. VIRGINIA

MEMORANDUM for the Director.

This office is in receipt of copieé of two memoranda, both dated October 9,
and addressed to Olinus Smith at Schuylerville, New York. Both concern the

final actions in acquisition of lands for addition to Saratoge National Historical
Park . h“"“ ‘

Mr. Smith left Schuylerville early this month end after several days in this

‘office and in Washington he left Sunday morning by automobile for his new station

at Kemmesaw Mountain National Battlefield Park. It will, therefore, be necessary
for the Superintendent, Saratoga National Historical Park, to handle the pro-
cedures outlined in the da referred to.

- |
Q&S\O::E.CE:IVE LR V/Qo :
¥ OoTAA1 ) Mk 6

Acting Regional Director.
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' . Nr. Simners:

Memoranda referred to were
prepared in this office. The
attached memorandum was sent to

you presumably for informational

purposes only.







UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERRAGED® “* Qctober 1k, 1943.

ADDRESS ONLY " . WASHINGTON
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MEMORANDUYM for the Superintendent,
Morristown National Historical Park.

I am enclosing for your information and preparation of report a copy of a
memorandum that I have received from the President asking what is the latest on
the acquisition of the Philip Schuyler house in Schuylerville. If you have a
mep showing the relation of the Schuyler house and the Saratogs Battlefield,
please include it.

I suppose that Olinus Swith's reference to needing another §$20,000 refers
to completing the land acquisition at Sarabogoé_.\‘

I also am sending a copy of this mmomrgeiﬁm to Reglonal ‘Pirector Taylor
asking for a report yaﬁﬁmwm program at Saratogs.
Q&, REOEI\/EQ /Q‘

i
{

*\oc'ris 1943 *) . (SED7) A. ®. DEMARAY

54 62 Assoclate Director,
inclosure 387. s anp riu
cc:., Begion One, w/e of memo from the President of Oct. 12/43 & enclosure
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UNITED STATES | v
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR < %W“tf
NATIONAL PARK SERVIGEDsCe e 1}:2 97:‘3 ;/g;’%l
© 3 s [ /b
ADDRESS ONL WASHINGTON [
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL P:RK SERVICE ’ / "ﬁj{é ( t‘ T /g
HEMORANDUM for the Regionsl Director, Region One. (/

Please note the atbtached correspondence from the President and a copy of/
my memorandwe to Superintendent Ronalds., I assume that Dr. Ronelds will be
able to give me the latest on the Philip Schuyler house but, I belleve that you
had betbter have Olinus Smith prepare a statement on our land acquisitlon at
Saratoga. 'If thers could be 2 small map attached showing the lands scquired
and the lunds remaining to be acquired, and a statement of the smount necessary
to complete the aeqniauion these would be desirsble,

(SGD.) A. E. DEMARAY

Enclosure 2614881, ZX\GNAL Pﬂﬁmﬁ
ce: Supt., Morristown NJH.PL =g
0CT1'8 1943 y

Director's Office
. iy .~
010198 Weupme



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION ONE @ J
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA W

MEMORANDUM for the Custodian, ‘
Kennesaw Mountain Wationel Battlefield Park,

There is enclogsed & copy of memorandum of October 1l with  °
attachments from Associate Director Demeray requesting informe-
tion on the Schuyler House aequisition and on the further land
acquisition program at Sarstoge Netlonal Iigborical lark, In >,
preparing the date reguested give the full picture with arranges é?“
ment for quick interpretation. If there are parcels needed that
are outside the designated boundery and require legislation be-
fore acceptance they should be so listed,

Please meke reply at once direc’hly Yo Mr. Demarsy with appro-
priste copies to ot

N\
T ¢ S5
' 3 ¥ et} OLIVER 6. TavroR
by T
WMM&;@J

cer The Dirsctor /
Agsociate Director
_ Morristomm
Saratoga

Regional Director.
Enclosure TL3

Q0T g5 1943
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Date sesees

Miss Bartlin
Mr. Bayliss,
Mrs. Bowden.
Mr, Burney.

Mr. Cahalane

|

|

|

|

|

Mr., Carnes.

Carpente
Coffman.
Mr, Douglas.
‘Drury.
Gable.
Mr, Gerner.
Mr. Kahler.
Mr. Kennedy.
Mr, Mclaren.
Mr, Miller.
Mr, Moskey.

i
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259
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=

For ac

10/18/43

- __ Mr,
. Mr.

M_:Mr.

D,

. Mr.,
Mr.

s Mr.
holl

B

|

B

Nellson.
Patraw,
Rittase.

.Russell.

Sanders.
Simmers,
Smith.

Sorrill.

Miss Story.

Mr,
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.

Mr,
Mr.,
Mr,

Mr,

tion.

To prepare reply.

Please
To not

et

Please

disbuss with me.
e.
send file.

Sullivan.

B. Thompson.
Tolson.
Tripp.

Vinte
Webber,
Wilt.

Wirth.

Memoranda referred to were not prepared

in this office.

3882

(Name) Simmers




UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
- MORRISTOWN NATIONAL . HISTORICAL PARK

{ORAL PARK sfﬁ?y/\ MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY
@

“3 AESEIVER" Vi)

¥ QOTI22'1943 } October 20, 1943.

’
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Memorandum for the Associste Dirsctor:s

Reference is mede to your mewmorandum of October 14 together with
copies of correspondence from the President regarding the Philip Schuyler
House at Schuylerville, ¥ew York.

General Philip Schuyler's part in the nistory of the Hation is
woll known end his town house in Albany has long been sn historical
house museunm adninistered by the Conservation Department of the State of
Hew Yorke It is immediately under the supervision of Mr. William Howard,
Director of Lands and Forestse.

General Schuyler's country house at Seratogs, now Schuylerville,
Bew York, was built in November-December, 1777,affer his former residence
had been burned by Burgoyne's army retreafing from the Saratogs Battlefield.
On November 2d, 1777, Schuyler wrote, "In less then twenty-days, I shell
nearly complete a comfortable house for the reception of my femily.™
Again on Hovembsr 6th he wrote, "I am earnestly engaged in bullding me &
hovse et this- plsce, that I may be as far out of the noise and hustle of
the great world as possibles...my hobby-horse hes long been a country lifee..
But observe thet it is only a frame house, sixty feet long, twenty one
broad, and two stores high, filled in with brick." '

/ This is the present house, which In construction is very similar to
the Ford House at Morristown Natiomal Historical Parke

Heither Superintendent Hamilton nor I have been sble to find eny
contemporary sccounts of the building of the present houses However, the
Sehuyler papers are in New York City and if there are any private letters
dealing with the subject they shouvld be in this collection. A4i¢ the first
opportunity I will get Carl Ven Doren to accompany me te the library end
there examine the papers with the hope of gaining additional information.

The Schuyler House is just within the village limits of Schuylerville
facing the old River Road leading to Ssratoga FNational Historieal Park,
gight miles to the southe The approximate location of Burgoyne's personal
surrender to General Gates on Uctober 17, 1777, is three-quarters of a mile
south of the Houses The field of grounded arms, now owned by the village,
is three blocks north and esg of the House along the Hudson River, snd the
surrender ménument erected in 1890 in commemorstion of ths svent, and now
adminietsred by the Conservation Depertment of the State of New York, is

GeT 1143



‘2-
about five blocks west o the House on the hill overlooking the {ield.

In 1837, the General's grandson sold the property tov Col. George
Strover of 8amtuga, grandfather of kr. Georpge Lowber and his sister,
¥rs. Jessie Marshall, who heve long been residents inm the house.
Faturally we were interested in the Schuyler House fram the begimning of
the negotiations with the State of New York, looking toward the transfer
of the Battlefield. In 1940 I was first taken through the house by Dre
Bullard, now deceased. AL that time no one could even venture a guess as
to what Mrs. Harhsall pleanned to do with the property. She was an eccentrie,
to say the least, but this was a blessing as it is probably the resson that
the house today is in such an unspoiled state. Neither plumbing, furnace,
nor électricity has ever been installed.

Bay I eall your attention to my memorasndum for the Ragxmal Director
of August 24, in which I wrote:

“ruesday night, July 27, Mr. Kenneth Bullard, of Schuylerville, New
York, telephoned me thet Mr. George Lowber, fearing that he might not survive
& serious operaition scheduled for July 31, was snxious to insure the preser-
vation of the Schuylér Nemsion end had asked how this could best be dons.
After explaining to ¥r. Bullard that thers was no way iz which the Service
can assure him that the gift of the house would be accepied by the Government,
I suggested that Mr. Louis Follett (Wr. Lowber's lawyer and en exeellent
friend of the park), who was drawing ¥r. Lowber*s will, have him will his share
in the house 1o the United States Govermment with the provism that if not
eventually secepted the property was to go to the Stete of New York. The
State already owns the Suratoga Battle Monument et Schuylerville. As I see
it, the first consideration is the preservation of this gplendid old house,
and the prevention of its falling into the hends of individuals who might
modernize or otherwise injure the building.

Superintendent Hemilton informs me that the following day the matber was
discussed with ¥re. Olinus Omith, who suggested that s deed of gift be drewn
up for dre. Lowber's half interest in the property rather than including the
donation in his will. ¢This was scted upon, and on July 29 HMr. Follett drew
a deed to convey the property to the United States. The deed was siguned by
¥re. Lowber just before he left for the hospital at Albeny; the deed being
recorded that same day."

On August 6th, Mrs. Jessie Mapghpll died intestete and the remaining
half interest in the property fallg/ %o Mr. Lowber and half to the heirs of
another sister, lirs. Elizebeth Coffin, who had two sons, one living and one
deceased. The living son; Mre. Henry L. Coffin, of Gleun RBock, Wew Jersey,
had no children. The deceased son, ¥r. Leslie R. Coffin, had two sons,

 John Me and Robert, both of whom are now in the army. When we first lesrned

that Mre. Lowber had a three-fourths interest in the house, I suggested
obtaining sufficient funds from Mr. Arthur Kemp, of Hew York hzty, with which
to purchese the remaining portion. However, ¥r. Olinus Smith tackled the
local people directly and arranged with Mayor Jack O'Brien and Town Supervisor



i

¥alloy, for the Village of Schuylerville and the Town of Saratoga te set up
& joint fund totelling §600.00 to be used in purchasing the interests of
Mrg. Coffin's heirse INr. Smith believes that this sum is sufficient for the
purpose snd arranged with Mr. Lowber to write to the three heirs offering
$250.00 to Mr. Henry L. Coffin acd §125.00 & plece to the two young mens
¥rs Lowber has mot has yot heard from the heirs and I cmunot help being
skeptical as to the success of this negotiation. I do hope I am wrongs

In eny event, the cost of preparing ansbstract is being met from this fund
and Mr. Relph Cooper, of Albany, New York, is now working on the abstract.

Er. Lowber has offered to donate ell the furnishings in the housse
to the National Perk Serviece. I heve insufficient inowledge of colonial
furniture to qualify as an expert. However, I feel certain that very few /
agticles of furniture are of the period of Jenersl Schuyler's occupancys
We would be most appreciative if Mr. Hed J. Burnms could inspeot the furniture,
beceuse if he agrees with me it might be unwise to accept ¥r. Lowber's offer.
On the other hand, lr. Burns might find thet the furniture would be worth
aceepting for other Service aress where it might be approprietely utilized.

On August 14th Regional Dirsctor Taylor wrote to the Uirector that he
concurred in our recommendation that the Schuyler House be brought to the
attention of the Advisory Board and desipnated as a Hational Historie Sites
On August 22nd, Aoting Director Hillery 4.« Tolson seid that the matter would v
be presented to the Advisory Boards I do not know the date set for the
next meeting of the Advisory Board and I have heard nothing further in this
regards« The property should be called, "The Philip Schuyler House™ to avoeid,
as far as possible, confusion with the Schuyler Kansion in Albany.

mlosedmgrt on the Schuyler House, prepared by Superintendent
Warren Hemilton. There are a few slight slips in the historical account,
Yt such as the stetement that Congress replaced Schuyler with Getes despite
é the wishes of General Washinygton. Because of the American evacuation of
P Ticonderoga on July 6th, 1777, t.e court-martial of Genersls dchuyler and
W& Ste Clair had been ordered and Washington hed refused to enter inte the
‘ . m,\ controversy even to the extent of meking a recommendation to Congressa
\(PLW ' Any such eriticism of Nr. Hemilton's report would be the work'of a peﬂantj
r, MU.A " end what we had plemned to do jointlyp I am sending in 9um1ynlha report
W \ﬂ\{l?s of Superintendent Hamilton alome. He has done o fine job end as to the
historical report it is of incidental interest as snother excellent example
of the versatility of Park Service rengers. I have always heard that a
good ranger csn do enything. With regard to Mr. Hemilton I know this to be
50w

Several extra photographs are herewith sdded to the report. We regret
not having a map showing the relationship between the Sehuyler House and
~ Seratoga Hationel Historical Parke

{SGD) Francis S. Ronalds

Francis S« Ronalds,
. . Coordinating Super intendent.
i ‘ ‘I/ [ / '

» s &g gi’iggﬁgf Dirac‘&gr, Region COne w/c
T ) Supt.Hamilton,Saratoga BEP
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| UNITED STATES :
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR//
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FHR {ennesaw Mountain
&‘all\gggﬁk}‘i*@‘tlonal Battlefield Park
@ }'warlctta. Georgia

P4

October 21,

This will have reference to & memorandun to me {rom the
Regional Director, Region One, dated October 15, 1943, regarding
information as to the Schuyler House acguisition and aaditional
land acquisition at Saratoga Natlonal Historicel Park.

Mr. George S. Lowber and his sister, Mrs. Charles Marshall,
were joint owners of the property known ss the Scauyler Mansion,
including 46 acres of land. #p. Lowber and srs. Mershall in 1939
bought from anotner sister, Mrs. Coox, her one-third interest in
this property, so at the time our dealings were begun there were
only two principals involved, ur. Lowber and irs. Marshall,

Mr. Lowber was to have an operation, and I thought that it
would be best to obtain & deed from him before he was taken to
the hospital. We theretlore received Lrom Mr. Lowber & deed to
the United States for nis half intersst. His sister, the joiat
omner, was an incompetent, and it was not thought that we could
obtain & valid deed from her. While uir. Lowber was in the hos-
pital and several uays after his operation, Mrs. Marsnall died.
Upon ner demise, ifr. Lowber and the heirs of #rs. Cook, who died
in Celifornia last year, inherited birs. sarshall's hall interest
in the property, one-nalf to Mir. Lowber and the remaining cusrters
to krs. Cook's two sons.

Mr. Lowber hes agresd to conate to the Unitea States phis
adaitional one-fourth interest, and we are now endeavoring to
purchase through wr. Lowber the one-fourth interest whnich is owned
by tne two sons of #irs. Cook. The money to make this purchase
is being furnished by the tewn of Sarstoge and the village of Schuyler-
ville. It wes believed that to have the town purchase these interests
would be simpler and cheaper than ir the Government eundeavored to
make the purchase.

We do not, in onur lznd acquisition fuud for Saratogz at the
oresent time, have sufficient money to ecquire the holmes tract
and the Burdyl tract. We have sufricient money to purchese the
former, but not the latter, which will probably cost twelve or
thirteen thousand dollars




T . ” SES————

Both acquigitions have been recommenced {or condemnetion
due to the fact that they ere placing « vdlue on their land
which wag optioned vy the stete for approximetely $200 per acre.
One small area at the mortheast coruner of the pars conteining
bossibly 15 acres and a uwelling house and bsrn can probably be
purchased for $3,000. Tais, with the estimated smount of the
Burdy} property, will make $15,000 or $16,000 necessary to pay toe
condemnation awards. $500 will probably be needed to cover the
costs of travel and inciuental sxpenses in connection witn the
condennetion trials, snd spproximately #£2,000 or $3,000 should be
avalliable for drilling test wells-in order to acguire a notuble
weter supply for the wdaministration builaing. This will rougnly
approximate the $20,000 which I estimated would be necessary to
complete the desired'scquisitions and mske possible a showing
whether tne administration site as now proposed could be supplied
with potable water.

The area now agreed on for the administration building site
is underlain by & red unconsolidated saale waich gives the water
percolating through a very disagreesble and unplessant taste.

it is velievea that the ssbimated sum of $<20,000 would enacle
us to ozy for the above items and Ior sucn legel work ss is
necessary ln connection witn the ourchases sna other small
incidental expenses.

05 -

Olinus Smitn,
Bngineer.
cec: Regioual Director, Region Jue.
Cooruinatiag Superintenuent, sorristowa, N. J.
Superintenaent, Sarutoga N. n. P.

P. S. This improved asres will have to be accouired unuer the Historic
Sites act or under authority oroviced by addltional legislavion
as the Schuyler House is 4 or 5 miles north of the present
Saratoge . H. Park boundery.

O
w
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY

Ostober 50, 1943.

)

Yemorsndum for the Aesooiaté Pirector:

In ny memorendum %o you of Octover 20th regerding the Philip “ehuyler
House at Schuylerville, New York, I mestioned the nesd for emmmg
the Schuyler Papers at the New York Publiu Li‘bmry.

On Cetober 28th s.fter teking part in a brosdesst commemorating
the Statue of Liberty st Federal Hall, I teok Ir. Carl Ven Dorem to
luncheon and them to the New Tork Public Library; the people in the
Nanuseript Division belng well-lmown to hime &s I knew the mepuseripis
wors not available to ordinary students I had hoped that Carl could
obtain the uvse of theme Unfortunately we found that the Schuyler
Papers had been evecuated, sre nai longer in Hew York City snd that
it will be impossible to exemine them until sfter the war or unmtil
such time as the library considers counditions warrant their return
£o the Gitys

Syperintendent Hamiltenhsd hesrd from Miss Dorothy Barick,Librarian
of the Hew York Historical Scciety, that the Society has s rough floor *
plan with dimensions, which spparently shows the eerly houss with lIater |
additions sketehed in. 4% the first opportunity I will exsmine this
drawing snd if it really refers to the present house will obtein a
photostat of it. Miss Barick is the daughter of one of the directors
of the American Scenie and Historiec Preservation Scelietys and has beem |
most helpful to use She exemined the calendar of the Getes Pepers mnd 1‘
such few Schuyler Papers that the Society owns but found ao further ]
roeference to the building of the bouse. gl

(SGD) Francis S, Bonalds |

Franeis B. Bonalds,
Coordinating Superintendent.

eo: The Director /

Regionel Uirector
Supte.,Baratoga HES

NOV E 1943
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
ADDRESS ONLY g
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE : 5 Ghienga B, Iliiﬁﬂzﬁ

Hovember 4, 1543,

MEMORAN DUM for the Superintendent,
erinm National Hﬁﬂtﬁ;rﬁ.mi Parke

‘ﬁe wre plemea 40 xfam&w fuperintendent Homilton's report on the
ilip Schuyler Home, snd, in enticipation of submitbing & report to the
Aéﬁwry B@wﬂ and & proposal to the-Buresu of the Budget, we are seeking

edditional information.

Wit ycm please sami us the sources of the quoetations in the report,
especially the one relating %o the building of the house? We presume that
they are talen from Schuyler's letters, the originals of which are in the
New York Public Library, hut we should eppreciate receiving confirmation.

Has an sotusl measurenent bam mede of the early part of the strue-
 ture ﬁ.xzmwatmg mm :H; ie ™60 feet long and 21 feet broad "t

I gather fmm *’zhe report that the present house wes builts or wus
. neerly coupleted, in the period Oeteber 17 to November 24, 1777. To me
this seems to be pretty fust work, especially when it is realized that:
the spaoces between the studdings were filled with brick. I wonder if
the Schuyler papers give sny more details aboubt the construction of the
house; for example, how large & force of workmen did he heve employed,
ete. Somepluce, I vesd that soldiers were employed to help in the
constyruction. However, st the time, Schuyler was "in the dog house" end
hie enemy, General Gutes, was in charge of the armed forces in that seetion
of the country. Lossing, in his Pictorial Fleld Book of the Amﬁrﬁ.wn
Revolution {written  1848<50) says that the NOUSe was DULLT 'aiter
vy, but gives no source for his informebion. Lossing, however, did write
a twevelume Life of Philip Schuyler, which may give the source of his dats.

I am gled to koow that an sbstract of title is being made, which should
authenticate Sehuylerts cwnership of the property, imeluding the house.
If there is sny doubt as to the year in whioch the house was built, a study
of the tax records or insurence policies, if thers sre any, may be of value,
axammwkica of Philip amuﬁer*m will snd the inventory of his estate




may . be partieularly helpful in determining the kind of furniture that wes
in the home during his lifetime and the approximate size of the house.

We should like to have a dozen photographs of the front view of the
house for inclusion in the report to the Advisory Board. Photograph No. 2
in Superintendent Hamilton's report would be adnirable for the purpose.

The Bureau of the Budget will doubtless ask what use we have in mind
for the structure. ' Therefore, we shall appreciate your views in this
matier. ; ‘

As & t‘inai rééuast, we #hould like to have & brief statement on the
“importamce of Philip Schuyler and his conbtributions to the American Revolu~
tion, including the part he played in the Saratoge campaign.

HEK sle . /
ces: Supb., Santoga.“ ' "

Regional Director, Regign One.
lMr. Demaraye




UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

ogﬁ%ﬁ‘,';‘,e 6‘:”" 7 MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY %/ ) -4
¢ Yovember 4, 1943 7 O LFty
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‘Beference -is made to my memorandum of Uctober 20 and to Nr. .,-"/.a.,).--m

Olimus Smith*s memorandunm of Uotober 21 to you regerding the Philip
Schuyler House et Schuylerville, New York.

: [ T »

femorasndom for the Associste Direetbors ‘/
o 3%' 7

‘,‘_,—\,,,/ /A .J

As there were some diserspancies in the two sccounts, I wrote
to Superintendent Hamilton to wscertain whether or met 1 was correct
in my statements. He said they were accurabte in every instencs, so
no doubt Ere Smith was writing from memorys lNr. Lowberts and Hrse
Harshall's sister was a Mrs. Coffin whose remsining heirs are three
in number. The distance botween the Schuyler House and the northern
boundary ef Ssratoga Natiomal Historiecal Park is 8 miles by the River
Rosd, not 4 or s The River Road is shoriter than the route follewed
by Us Se 4e v |

Superintendent Hemilton has Just sent me the attached map showing
the relationship of the Schuyler House to the perke. Ue are sorry
that this mep wes not aveilable when our original reporis were sent
to youe

(&M&@gt thet ¥re Hed J. Burns wiil be available for a study of
e trg-furniture in the Schuyler Hélse, as mentioned in my memorandum of

October 20« I am afraid thet Yre Lowber has besn led to believe we
would scoept this furniture which, to my own not too knowledgable eye,
dates {rom the 18408 snd 50s, and which, should we accept title to the
House, should not be showns OUn the other hend, there may be certisin

- mccepbable pleces in the Houses

T L

"
(5GED) Francis S. Ronalc

Frencis S Ronelds,
Coordinating Buperinteniente.

scr The Director
Regional ﬂireaw, Ragim One
Supts , Baratoga NHP ‘
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OMAL L PARK 8F, SERY THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
i

weCHED o WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

oV §1943 *)

By Mm"* Pmimm

1 have received your memorandusm of October 12 requesting the labest d«a&&ﬁ— K7
ment in the proposed scquisition of the Philip Schuyler Nanslon, ineluding approx<—), <
imately && acres of land in Sehuylerville, Hew York. ' Tk L

I Wm tm: the records of the Hational Park Service thet on Tuesday,

July 27, &wvmm Bullard, of Schuylerville, New York, telsphoned Ur. Honslds,
coordinating superintendent of the Serabogs Nablonsl Historicel Park, bhat Mr.
George . 1e of bthe present owners of the Mansion and grounds, feasring that

he might not survive a serious operation scheduled for July 31, was anxious to
insure the preservabion of the Schuyler Hansion property and hsd inquired bow
this could best be done. After explaining to ¥r. Bullord that there was no way
in whieh the Nstional Park mm« could assure him that the gift of this proper~
ty would be sccepbted by the Government, Dr. Honalds suggested that Mr. Lowber
have his lawyer, who was drawing his will, include a provislon devising his shere
in the Mansion to the United States Covernment subject to the condition that, if
not amuwhr accepbed, the property would go to the State of Hew York. The
State owns the Ssratogs Batble Monument at Schuylerville.

The following doy the subter was discuseed with Mr. Olinue Swith, engineer
and land buyer of the Netlonsl Park Service, who suggested thet Mr, Lowber's hall
interest in the property be conveyed by s deed of gilt rather then through dis-
posal by hls will beceuse ¥r. Smith had some doubl ss Lo whether a pari interest
in the property could be willed to the Government. This sugzestion was scted
upon and, on July 29, a desd to convey the property to the Usited Stebes was
drawn which was signed by Mr. Lowber jJust before he left for the hosplial ab
Albsny. The deed was rwor&oc: that same day.

On August 6, ¥rs., Jessie Marshall, Mr. Lowber's sister, died intestate. Her
halfl interest in the Philip Schuayler Mansion wes inherited by ¥r. Lowber snd the
helrs of & decveasad sister, Mre. Klizebeth Coffin, in equel shares. The desessed
sister had two sons, one of whom is Jiving. The surviving son, Mr. Henry L.
Coffin, of Glen Hoock, New Jersey, has no children. The detessed son, Mr. leslde
Re Goffin, had two sons, John M. snd Hobert, both of whom are now in the iramy.

#r, Lowber has offered bis additionsal one-quarter interest in the Hanslon snd has
agreed to negotisbe with the helrs of the remaining one-guarter interest. Mayor
Jagk D'Brien and Town Supervisor Mslloy for the Villsge of Schuylerville sad the
Town of Saratogs respectively have obbtained funds totaling $600 to be used in
purchasing the inbtereste of the helrs of iligabeth Coffin, deceased. Nr. Lowber
has written to the above-mentioned heirs offering Henry iu Coffin §250 for his
interest and the two young men §125 eash for thelr interest in the Phillp Sohuyler

Munsivn, No reply to these offers has been vecelved to date. The cost of pre-
paring an sbstract is belng paid out of the contributed funds. iir. Relph Cooper

of Abany, Hew York, is now ﬁwmn& the abstragt.

oV 1943
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" My, Lowber also has offered to donate all of the furnishings in the Mansion
to the National Park Service.

The lands of the estate containing approximately 46 acres asre situated on
the west side of the Hudson River and along the south side of the Fish-£ill just
within the southern limits‘ of the Village of Schuylerville. The main house, sur-
rounded by large old meple, pine, and ash trees faces the historic river road
leading to Saratoga National Historical Park eight miles to the south. There is
a small tenant house to the north and two or three ocutbuildings. The barns, car-
riage house, and storehouses have been removed, some by fire and others by demo-
lition. The spacious lawns and grounds have been well kept by cutbting and mowing.
Of pleasing Colonial architectural design, the old home iz in an excellent state
of preservation despite 166 years of weathering. It is believed to be one of the
best preserved buildings in its original form in this section of the country.
Only some very minor alterations have been made since it wes ocoupied by Ceneral

{/2% Sohuyler. It has never been. modernized by plumbing, heabing, or electric light-
ing. Having such unique characteristics and being of particular historicsl sig-
nificance both as to the Schuylers snd the Saratogs Campaign, it seems that the
house warrants recognition as & netional historie aim in order that it may be

preserved.

If the complete title to the Sehuyler Wansion property is offered to the
United States as a glft it may, with your approvel, be accepted by me as Secretary
of the Interior under the provisions of the Natlonal Historic Sites Act, approved
Mugust 21, 1935 (49 Stab. 666).

Sincerely yours,

(Sgd.) HAROLD L. ICKES
Secretary of the Interior,

The President,

The White House,

y 11/ % / ¥ % « & .
cc: Regilon One M‘/ iy =y (by NPSH 77 pa ks il

Supt. Ronalds, Morristown N.H.P. 0 on 7
Director's Office _ now /
Washington Liaison Officd L /\) Al s Lo ol

@ S
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Reference is made to Chief Historian Kehler'!'s memorandum of November 4

regarding the Philip Schuyler House at Saratoga National Historical Parke
In Secretary Ickes! letter to The President of November 5, he says,

November 9, 1943.

Memorandum for the Director: ' Sew Vatt

"Having such unique characteristics and being of particular historical
significance both as to the Schuylers end the Saratoga Campaign, it seems
that the house warrents recognition as a national historic site in order
that it may be preserved.

"If the complete title to the Schuyler Memsion property is offered to
the United Stetes as a gift it may, with your approvel, be accepted by me
as Secretary of the Interior under the provisions of the National Historic
Sites Act, approved August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666)."

In view of the above will it be considered necessary to ask the
Advisory Board for its recommendations regarding the historical significance
of the house? '

With regerd to your anticipated report to the Bureau of the Budget, I
very much doubt that we will have full title to the house for a good time
to come. Superintendemt Hemilton tells me that two of the heirs are in the
army end as there isavery smell sum with which Yo purchase their interests
I cannot believe that this will be done in the very near fubture. However,
I mey be wrong-in this suppositione.

Your further requests will take some time to answer but this I will do
as time permits. As explained in my memorandum of Octobsr 30 for Mr. Demarey,
copy to you, the Schuyler Papers cennot be examined at this time. Miss
Dorothy Barck and her father spent Sunday at Morristown. Miss Barck kindly
offered to be of further assistance and I will take adventage of her offer
in the very near futuree. :

The quotations from General Schuyler's letters regarding the building
of the house are from lMr. Wilshin's notes. Mre. Wilshin examined the papers

‘at the New York Public Librarye I have asked Superintendent Hemilton to

furnish me with chapter and verse regarding these quotationse

Francis Se Ronelds,
Coordineting Superintendent.
cc: Regional Director, Region One
Supte Hamilton, Saratoga NHP
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Rorr%n%m mﬁ:iqmal mm:csriwfi. Park.

This will reply to your memorandum of Hovember 9, regarding btm Philip Schuyler
Houso at Sanga, New chrk.

Even thaugh the Prusi&ént my indicate his apprmml of the Schuyler House yroj-
ect before the question is presented to the Advisory Board, the advice of that Board
ghould be obiained before this Service takes advantage of the President’'s aequiescences
In paseing Judgment on the guestion, the President will, in effect, be glving advanced
authorization for us to go shead if we believe the acquisition is & desirable one.

The report to the Advim ry Board and the anticipated report to the Bureau of the Budgebt
should, tharefora, be nmpieteﬁ as soon as practicable.

D) Hillory A7 Tolsom
g ¢ F Aeting Digea'ﬁgr.

on "a”&nmb’f

CWP:HT:le

ges E’Aptof S&r&‘b@g&.
‘ Regional Eirector, !

Mr. Temarays
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS Hovembar 16, 1943,

ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

mamma for the Rggﬂ.emal Dirae'tmx*. Reglon ﬁ:m.

?!i%h raferance Lo Dre Rennlds' memorandun of Wovember L, requesting thet
the Chisf of the Museum Division assist him in determining the scceptability
of peried furniture at the Schuyler House, Sehuylerville, New York, we find
that surteilment of funds avallable for travel will not permit this trip exeept

poseibly as & part of a proposed trip to several eastern and southesstern areus.

In two or three months 1t mey be necessery for lir. Burns to visit Region Ope on
other business. It would be wore @comemical to visit Sehuylerville at that

Sone (SGD) Hillory A3 Tolson

~ Aoting Directors
TG Pate o -



el UNITED STATES |
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"' 'REGION.ONE ' Ak i
'RICHMOND, VIRGINIA :

MEMORANDUM for t.he Dlrect.or. ‘

As requested in Actlng Dlrector Tolson's memorandum of Ausrust. 26 we e f
are enclosing for your review abstract in duplicate covering the Sghuyler
Mansion property at Schuylervn.lle s New York

It is our' understanding that Ollnus Smith arranged locally i‘or payment

for this abstract. e | |
'\\0“ ECRIVE DR y’(}y

= %Jw = ‘7/7344/
* DECI3 01943 9) Regional Director. -

. Mang anp FLE @6*«9;24,&,:){4 S P /Zm %
Gae u/ec/ /?(,(c)/‘z/m.t o A&»/ /{ﬁ% //w MLN;/ 51//4[) ) ‘ ’
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Enclosure 2172987




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Januvary 14, 1944.
- CHICAGO, ILLINOIS :

: Marriawwn meuml Hi&‘bo‘rinal Park.

Te are pmp&ring an ugenda for the meeting of the Interim Committee of

“the Advisary Board, and one of the subjects coming up for discussion is i:he
Philip Schuyler Houses ‘

I understand that the Chief Counsel has raqbtss*ted the deed for the proper-
ty. We have exsmined the ebstract of title, but it trmces the property only to
& Philip Schuyler who was living in 1887« Therefors, we still need pertinent

sections of the will, the imeutm*y of the general's estete at Saratoga, end
other date referred to in my memorsndum of Novewber 4, 1943, so that we cen
mke an intelligent presentation of the matter to the Interim Committee.

(5GD) HERBERT E. KAHLER
HEX :1c '

oot Regiomal Director,
Supts., Saratoga.

_ Chief Historian.
%ion Cne, A

3
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
. MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY

Jenuary 19, 1944.

Memorandum for the Director:

Reference is made to Chief Historian Herbert E. Kahler'ts
memorandum of Jamuary 14 regarding the question of presenting the

Philip Schuyler House .to the Advisory Boarde

On January 13 Superintendent Hamilton transmitted a copy
of the continuation of the abstract to the Regional Director. I
have no copy of the continuation, but will request Superintendent
Hamilton to send one to you.

I am still working on the report on the history of the

house, which I expect to have completed end in your haends by the
end of the monthe Will you please let me know the exact date of

the meeti_ng of the AdViSOI'y Board.
| og/ﬁ
W&.&/v ovea ‘é

Franclis S. Ronalds,
Coordinating Superintendent.

CC: Regiomal Director, Region One
Saratoga Ne He Po

JAN 211944
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UNITED STATES A ‘ é j

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR it
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ca Q0.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

ADDRESS ONLY )
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE (%}

 This :a;u mmm %&w mﬁpﬁ of your memorsndum mﬁ’ Pecenies

im. th the amm of title (ﬁn duplicate) vovering the m

Sohuyler Houde property st Schuylerville, Xew York, prepaved by Wy, Ralph ¥,
mw, mﬁmy, of mw, E‘ﬂr 'xm. '
: w»gfm& ﬂw, ) z:tﬁamw@tmm:;m,mmm
udtmm certain additionsl data as oublined below.

de kphtw ﬁm property showing the boundaries of mmmm
in the deed to the United m hould be submitted, In this commsction,
atteciion is mwmmmmmmumw@mﬁnm
graph 6, pages 12 and 13, of the snclosed "legulstione for the Preparation
g Title Zvidence in lLand Acguisitiony by the United States.® Jo addition,

we wauld like to have coples of old plats thet may be on record which may

“to identify the property. Some of these mepe sre mentioned in cen-
mmmmmm% It i thought that Swerintendent Hamilton
of Saratoga Nstionsl mwammmmamwmapmmwnw of
mwuuumwnmwmwmm

amywwumxﬁmgw,muammam,mw
mwsmm

: -4 eomplete copy of the deed from Ueorge lowber $0 the Unibed Ztates
wmm mma& 1943, 4n Book 419, pege 207, vecords of Sers-
toge mw, Hew Yerk {shstract, mw fin. 21), w alee desived.

B W from the abutraet that the above-mentioned desd contains &
sondliton that *fhis conveysnos is mads g @ donetion by (sic) the United
States for dnciveion in the Saratogs ﬁu%ml Wistoricel Park.® This cone
dition will have to be either elininsted from the deed or revised. There
-nwmamxywmmmwymamﬁmw Suratogs Hebionel
historieal Pork since 4% 1s sot within the suthorised boundarics of the
park. It would be possibls, howevers; $0 accept title under suthordty of
the Historie Sites ict of sugust 23, 1935 (L9 stat. 666). If the domor
instets, there would be no legal objection to & condltfon in the deed to
ahawmﬁmmwwsammmemmmwummm
toric site »to be adnisistered in confunction with the Sarutogs Hetiomal
Historical Park.®




mmmm siso that the deed as sbstracied purports 1o convey the
wntive fee 4o the property and mot Juet an wdivided one-half inbevest,
which 1% sppesrs the grantor owed et the time the deed was executed, e
understond, howover, that i, Lowber's sister, Hiry dossle Uarohall, whe
owned the resaining one-half interset, died intestute on &Wﬁs by wws,
and that hoy one-balf Anterert is loherited BY v, Towbor snd the helrs
of snother devessed sister, irs. Vlimabeth wm, m mwni& w&mw. 64
W&m fa brus, Hr. Lowber weordd be 4 8 position o convey un undlvided

i nis foterost in She property. It ds suggested thet v, mmm
vmw the fact thab kvs. Barehall dled inbestate by walcdng loosl Snquley
a8 o whobber oF not & will hag bean filed for probate and LY an adelnie
teator for her estate hen been *WMM& It w&m, of cowene, be mmmm
% %ﬁm meu later be extended %o show sduisiatestion of Mes. Narshell!
& " :

We sre mmfl.ng & copy of the abstract of title for Y. Hemiltonts
infernation in wmw plate, ote.

(SGD) G. A, Moske§

. Acting Ddrevtor,
In triplicate, :
tauslosurs ﬁ%éhb/
ccs Mr. Demaray.
By, Sanders, ¥ ;

HKS:rd



UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS Jenuary 22, 1944.

ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

MEMORANDUM for the Superintendent,
Morristom. National Historieal Park.

~In reply to your memorendum of Janmry 19, the meeting of the Interinm
Comnittee has been postponed from Jenuary 27 and 28 to March 1 and 2,  This
will give yousa little more time to uellect date on the Sehuyler Hause.

TSI

(SGD) HERBFRT E, KAHLER

HEK:le (’Jh:l.ef Historiar .

‘cct Regional Directo vbgion Qna.\/

Supt., Saratoga.



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

PARK
AN NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
- MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

FEB »é- 8 5344‘ MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY

» -e %
e

~ird g T

February 16, 1944.

Memorandum for the Director:

Reference is made to my memorandum of February 14 regarding
the Schuyler_ House at Schuylerville, New Yorke. §5%;%f;éf

Enclosed is a copy of General Philip Schuyler's will drafted
June 20, 1803, and recorded December 12, 1804, soon after the
General's death. Superintendent Hamilton locabed this will in the
Surrogate's Court in Albany Countye.

The first bequest gives the grandson, Philip Schuyler, the
house and approximately two thousand acres adjoininge. Superinten-
dent Hamilton is endesvoring to locate the map of the partition of
the Saratoga Patent referred to in the will. Reference is made to
an inventory, but it is not among the recordse. It is to be hoped
that this inventory will be found samong the Schuyler Papers when
they are returned to the New York Public Library.

After this copy of the will has served its purpose in present-
ing the question of the Schuylsr House to the Advisory Board, may I

suggest that it be filed in lir. loskey's office together with the /% 5_,/2._4

deed and abstractes
Francis Se ﬁonal S5

Coordinating Superintendente.

CC: Regiomal Director, Region One
Saratoga Ne He Po
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o Mg NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 07
‘ MORRISTONN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
FEB23144 MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY
e February 19, 1944.
S =
Memorendum for the Director: ' *‘~4§;z454%@£

R

) éa%%%%
Attached is a photostatic copy of a map of the estate of Philip Schuylef'g #fE

from the New York State Library. I have indicated the position of the Schuyler iy

House in inke :?'
s

MA.’
Francis S. Ronalds, : g
Coordinating Superintendent.

CC: Rggional Director, Region One

FEB 23 1944



UNITED STATES »
DEPARTEENT OF THE INTERIOR

GRAL LA Sty NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
e RoRVEE™G yormrsToRn NATIONAL HIs TOR IC AL, PARK Vo
: o EW JERSE ‘
oy FEBZ51944 MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY ] .-/
May o mnﬂlg; February 23, 1944. Zfz —25

Memorandum for the Director:

Reference is made to my memorandum of February 14 regarding the Schuyler
House at Schuylerville, New Yorke I have just noticed two errors in typing .
which should be correcteds On Page 3 Schuyler was born November 11, 1733 not
1722. Just below this the affair at Lake George occurred in 1755 not 1775, o

Francis Se. Ronalds, J/&
Coordinating Superinténdente /;()fg
s
CC: Regional Director, Region One VMV”/J :

Saratoga . He Pe (/{(/

PEB &= 1944
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

‘Chieago Shy, Illinois
RANDUE for the chinf Counsel.

Keference is made o the attached deed of Mr. George Lowber aanmying to the
tnited Stavtes all of his interssts in the General Philip uyler Houge at &chuﬁ.ax-u
ville, New York, "for inclusion within the Seratoga Hmw Historical Park.”

 The Interim Committes of the Advisory Board on Wational Parks, Hlstoric Sites,
Buildings, and Monwnents, ab ite meebing in Chicage on March 2, recognized the hige
torical importance of the General Philip Schuyler House in its relation to the Saratoga
Campaign, the battle of Sarstoge, snd the surrender of General Burgoyns at Saratogs
(now Schuylerville) and recommended that legislation be sought to m&mﬂm its mqus.-
sition as an S;ntegx'al part of Saratoga Hational Historical Park,:

It is recommended that the bill be drawn %o provide for the acquisition of the
arsa without cost bto the United States and that the suthorized area be limited to the
house and grounds comprahended in Mr, Lowberts deed (i.e. less than L6 acres) or such .
part of the acrsage thereof as the Secretery may deem naecessary ami deairable for
Hational Park purposes. k
Enclosure 2L9./

cc:  Mr. Wirth.V

Mr. Vin‘b. v
Dr. Portar./ CWP:1b | ; Chisf Historian,

man 10, 191;1:.

(8anY BENTINT B: KAHLER
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- that Nr. Lowber be requesied to sxecuie & nes deed whiloh will cancel the deed
 execubed by him on July 29, 1943, conveying #all of his pight, itle and in~
g?? __” ggﬁig%gg%%% of Bis present
: eperty to & Lrustes, gwﬁg&gggﬁwg%
ggnﬁiﬁ%aﬂg%@g%ﬂ» seaured and
the Secretary requssts the trustes Yo cxeculs a conveysnos to the United Stalen.
It d& pot contesplated that the Secrebury would request & conveyunce uwntil the
complete fes title to the property can be tendered to the United Staten. It
appRare g&ﬁaﬁ%%%aﬁ%,%ﬁ@g

e gﬁgﬁgg&gg@ 1843, ggﬁﬁm&wﬁ»ﬁm

e gﬁﬂ gﬁﬁgagggig» wade &8 3 Jdons-

” ggaggggggﬁ%gg»ﬁ%ﬁ?m@?ggﬁﬁ

- Histeriesl Purk.* The dot of Jme X, 1930 (52 stet. 608),

- sstablishment of the park, g%&#&mg BrSS %&%g

0 pert of the Paratoga Battlefield now by ggﬁ gﬁ%&%?&%ﬂ
%%ﬁﬁ%wﬁg?g ﬁg %gﬁﬁ 3 the Seeratary of

. Tk in six no

Y | the u.ﬁ,w sad. Chern 1s 58 ﬁ&nﬁg §§wﬁ for wuoe
Hf¥pforos |  part of the park.
4\\‘ vm
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only s wndlvided 1/2 tnterest in the property, the other 1/2 intarest then

ing owned by hie sleter, Mra. Jesole Lershadl. Avoording Yo infornabion

by the field,-¥re. Marehall died intestete o iugust 9, 1943, leaving
sivs-at~daw Mr. Lowber &nd the heire of & deceased sisber, Urs. Elisabeth
geffin. Thevsfore, Mr. [owber should now own sn additionsl 1/L interest in
the property subject to paymemt of debis ajsinet ¥re, Marshell's satate.
adminiatration of the webate will probably take frow 12 to 18 wonths, Huwever,
1% may be possible, in the luterim, to sscurs suthority from the surrogsbe’'s
courk Tor She cunveymnds Yo & trovbes of the 1/l interest inborited by ¥,
Lowber frosm his sleter. ‘

3« Seports frem the £1614 alee indleate that the reseluing 1L interest
in the preperty decosnded to & Hre Henry L. (ofifin of Glen Houk, Hew Jursey
{1/8 interest), and John ¥. snd Robert Coffin (1/16 interest esch), the lste
Ser now being in the Army. I was reperted Durther that officialy of the
vilisge of Schuylerville have raised the sus of (600 to be used to purchase
these interests, but we wnderstand that while offers have been nade, no ropliss
bave besn recedved frow the ownsrs. Is this sall ses sufiicleat to purchase
these intersets? Tt would, of coures, be highly wdesireble Drom an aduinlp-
trative stundpeint for the Governsent to beoome & co-omner of property with
private individuelds sven though ackbority should exist for the asveptence by
the Secrwiary of “intereste® in lemd, wnlsss there was real sssurence that
the outsbending Imturests would be scouired within & ressonsble Slue.

e suggest the fmm:m shaps

A Thet you take the matber up with ¥r. Lowber smd explein the sltustion
to him Andicating that, while we greatly sppreciste bis generosity wd publigw
spiritedness, and sre interssted in obtadning the properiy, the Secrebary haw
no authority to ascept the deed in s prosent fomm.

B, That Mr. Lewber be reguested 4o execute » new deed cancelling the old
dosd snd providing for o trust arrengsment whereby the trustes shall convey
the property to the Unlted States for faciusien with the Smeebogs Hationsl
fletorieal Park when sathority for its acteptence for that purpose has been
cbtained or the srea has been designated & national hisborio site %o be ade
ministered in conmeotion with the Seratoga Pational Bistorieal Park. The late
tor provision woedd be helpful in the event 4t should hecome necessury for ue

2. 4% the time Vi, Lowber execubed the deed, i sy

24

.o invoke the aubtuority of the Historle Pltes Aok in ldew of & wpecial ack of

Gongress suthorising the outright sddition of the propertyr to the pack.

Eefors taking sny action, ke, Lowher will probably desirs to consult his
attorney regarding the sppelntesnt of 2 trastes or trustess as well as the
terme of the trust. We shall be Rad to sesish in the sebber dn any wy oo
san. In view of the dnterest shown by officlals of the village of Sebuyler~
vills, ¥r. Lowber say wish fo convey his rights in the property to the




’Wﬁ&mxﬁm that the property shall be traseferred to the Pade

mwwmtmmﬂmﬁmm clesred wp and sutbority for Pederal

: tanos osiste ﬂmmw of sowrwe, the Wllage hee suthorily snd 1s willing
Mnmﬂmmm basis}e Ur Mir. lowber may prefer bo gonvey bis
intaronte to 8 non-profit Wﬁm&mm upen the seve sondiidon. Twse ade
offersd werely a8 suggoeticns in disoussdng the mutber with fr. Lowbar.

The originsd racorded deed from br. Lowber te the United Itates ie euclosed
mammuwummmwmﬁuamqwamww
seats his spproval. ¥e bave had a pholostut sade of the desd Jor our flles.

(8GD) HILLORY A. TOLSON
doting Dirsotor.

Enclosure 563.

ees Reglemal Directer, Bsgleon Cue.
Bupte, Paratoga. \

SRR AR

Mr. Sanders.



Natic:nall Park Service
OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Date:- March 30, 1944. }/
Dot “ir.SandersXFALE (F°

Should we not, in line with the request of
the Regional Directors and our procedure, have
sent the attached memorandum to the Regional Di-
rector, Region One, in duplicate, instead of to
the Superintendent, Morristown? I suggest send-
ing this memorandum since it has been typed in
final form, but in the future, unless there is
some reason for handling the matter otherwise,
that we address such communications to the Re-
gional Director concerned.

Assi ént' Directors
6400

A}
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r
we _spoke of writing to Dr. Ronalds directly. I ¢
asamed that CHis was & special case and that

deviation from the usual procedure was desirable:)[MM
Am I right? '
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ADDRESS ONLY ' #ﬁuf ;\?’Q
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVIGE e

%5/47 : : April 3, 19%4.

MEMORANDUM for Mra

There is attached a copy of a proposed bill, "To authorize the
acquisition by donation of* the General Philip Schuvlpr House, property
as an addition to the Saratoga National Hlstorlcal Park, and for other
purposes, "

An early expression of your views on thls proposed legislation will

be appreciated. ,
Acting Chief Counsel.

Enclosure 749, '
- 4 zﬂ@%& HORES
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To authwua the acquisition by donation of the General Philip $chuylar
House property as an addition to the Saratoga National Historical
Park,; end for other purposes.

Be it emacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, (That the Secretary of

the Interior is hereby authorized, im his discretion, to accept, in
behalf of the United States, all or any portion of the property or in-
torests therein, not in excess of 50 aeres, known a# the CGeneral Philip
Schuyler House property, situated at Schuylerville, New York, the title
to such property or interests therein to be satisfactory to the @cram
tary of the Interior.

A1l such property or interests therein, upon acceptance thereof,
shall bscome a part of the Saratoge National Historical Park and shall
be subject to all laws and regulations applicable thereto.

Y LK

s
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MEMORANDUM for the Directore.

We note in your memorandum of lerch 27 to the Superin- '\<§”KLA;4

tendent, Morristown Nabtional Hisbtorical Park, that steps are : ' i
being teken to draft a bill providing for the acquisition of s

the Schuyler House end grounds without cost to the United \vdaw%%kﬁiﬁw '
States as a part of the Saratoga National Historical Park. \cﬂwk,ytuwgfk

AI’» A}-'L. i (.:m,,..,,&.
On March 21 we sent you an advance print of Master Plan 2B SR y

_Drawing No. NHP-SAR-2006, Road System Plan, which also showed i Ty
suggested boundary changes requiring land acquisitions to the =~
north and west outside of the area now authorized as a part
of the park. Mr. Vint has a full understanding of the need
for this additional acquisition. -

{(:’

This is brought to your ettention so that you may consider f
whether these additional parcels should be included in the bill
you contemplate drafting,

Regional Director. ;

ccs: Morristown NHP.
Saratoga NHP.



: 'UNITED STATES
« 'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

% “ﬁ’ CH]CAGO, ILLINOIS
Aomi!sss, NV 54,

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL“PARK’SERWCE’

There is attached a copy of a proposed bill, "To authorize the
acquisition by donation of the General Philip Schuyler House property
as an addition to the Saratoga Natlonal Historlcal Park, and for other
purposes."

! 4+

MEMORANDUM for lir. Kahlér. 7

An early expre551on of. your views on this proposed.]eglslatlon will

be appreciated.

Enclosure 748.:
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ﬂote-attached dra:t‘t is
satisfactory to Mr,Kahler,
A copy also has been sent
Mr, Wirth who, I understand
is going to follow through

i on the matter. &?éL

Su}.livan.
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UNITED STATES
51 PARK Sep DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
ﬁ\ogscﬂ'v‘-'iéﬁ"/c; | NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
5 19 Al x“’ MORRISTOWN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
/ MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY

Mey 11, 1944,

Memorendum for the Director:

Reference is made to your memorsndum of lMarch 27 regarding
the Schuyler House at Schuylerville, New York.

In accordance with your instructions I discussed the matter
with Mre George Lowber and his lawyer, Nr. Louis Follett of
Schuylerville, who are anxious to carry out your suggestions as
to the best way to expedite the matter.

Atbached is a sesmple deed prepared here in accordance with
what I believe will incorporate your ideas. However, will you
please rewrite, reject, or include any additions which you would
like to have incorporated in the deede. Then it is returned to me
I will send it to Mr. Follett who will see that the instrument is
executed in accordance with your wishes. It would be greatly

\eppreciated if you would do this as soon as possible.

_ I em glad to learn that you plan to draft legislation for
authorization to include the Schuyler House in the Saratoga Na-
tional Historical Park, if and when it is offered to the Govern-
ment without charge. In the meantime, we are working on various
ways to obtain the one-quarter remaining interest in the house.

Pleasenote that "Schuyler House" is being substituted for

"Schuyler Mension" in the deed. The Schuyler lMemsion is the of-
ficial title for the Albany Town House which is administered by

2

Coordinating Superintendent.

CC: DRegional Director, Region One
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" UNITED STATES ,
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
‘ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
S ~ CHICAGO]LLINOIS ‘ ,
THE DlRECT(A)l;.D :ﬁiuiﬁl;:nx SERVICE > _ : : vA ey 18, },‘?ﬁ%.

RANDIN for the Mgiaml mmﬁw, Hwim ﬂm.

This refers to the memcrandum of Hay 1L from Cooprdineting Superintendent
Honalds and accompurying drali of a doed for the Schuyler House at Schuyler-
ville, Yew York, proposed fw ;im:!mﬁ.m in the Seratoga Hatioral Historical
Fark. ;

I believe that m nlmum secure a more accurate description of the prop-
erty. In the 1D-acre tract, the only dimension given is the distance or
frontage along the east side of the twrnpike. The turnpike is probably U. 8.
Righway No. 44 at the presest time, and the aligmuent of the road mey be dif-
fevent than the bearings and distances glven in the deed description, The
- bearings and distances slong the wost side of the camal end on the seuth side
of the Creek and the Hudson River should also be obtained and inecorporated in
the deed description. The only dimension given for the 36.4-acre tmact is
the south line, Horth 78 degrees West, 11 chains, The bearings and disiances
along the «aaa‘b gide of the canal, the mmm side of the Creok and the Hudson
River should al.w &:u obtained ﬁml marpmm in the ﬁam

The %wo txmta total 43{5,4 awm, bat 4% ds Inposuible to mwm how
much land is proposed o be conveyed, and there are eight exceptions veciteqd,
none of which is deseribed. W1l ymx please secure descriptions of the ﬁim
‘exceptions. The Champlain Canal map of the State of New York should indicate
the extent of the three canal exceptions, ond possibly the two railroad ex-
ceptions. The Smith, Victory and Bullard exceptions sre probably deserdbed
in the deeds ﬁnﬁmwﬁ in the recilal of exceptions. The State Higiway Depart~
men$ should have right-of~way uaps or record of U. 8, Wighway Nd. 44, and the
Delaware & iindmm Hailroad should be able to furnish a right~of-way map.

When the above informabtion m abmmd, plesse submit 1t to this Office
inwmmtavhhnﬂ%&amww ean be made.

There ave attached for your files, two prints sho

ring the approximate
location of thie properiy. ~ '

(SGD) Conrad L. Wirty
CKS-amv 7 NZ {3
cci‘“ﬁr. Simmey! oom 1150-13 Chlel of Lands,

Indupliam




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Saratoga Netionml Historical PFark
§tillwater, New York
June 6, 1946

UEMORANDUM for Coordinating Superintendent Romalds:

There is glven below a report on new developments consernlug
the status of the Hohuyler jome at Schuylerville, New York.

Last Fridey morming, NMey 31, 1946, Nr. George M. Lowber,
Schuylerville, K. ¥., died at the Mary McClellan Hospital, Cembridge, Hew York.
Heving no close relatives in this vioinity, his {riend Willlam Snyder, Sohuylerville,
¥ Ye, made the funeral arrangements and Hr. Lowber was buried Nonduy sfternoon,
June 3rd.

The Lest Will and Testament of Mr. Lowber was opened and
read Tuesday afternoon at the Schuyler Home before all interested pearties. 1 waa
invited to attend as & representative of the Govermment interests. [t will be
noted that the Will was made at the time ¥r. Lowber donsted his one-half interest
in the house to the United Stetes in July, 1943. At this date no subseguent Will
hag been found nor any other change in the status of Mr. Lowberts affairs, with
the sxception of the death of his sister, Jessie larshall, it is believed no changes
have been mads. .

"By the terms of the Will the outstanding interests have not
been changed to eny great extont. As I understend it msccording to Attorney iLouis
Follett, the United States has title to an undivided one-halfl iaterest. Of the
remeining Henry L. Coffin, & nephew, inherits sbout ome-quarter of that ome=half |
interest, the St. Stephens Protestant Episcopal Church a one~half of the luterest
and the two grand nephews, John and Robert Coffin, a one-eighth interest each,

It 8o happened that Mrs. Henry L. Coffin, wife of the nephew, was in the sasi,
they now live in Pasadena, Celifornia, and was present at the funeral and meeting
Tuesday. Sho stated thet her husband is of the opinioy that the house should be
preserved by the Federal Government amd that he will be agreesble to domnting his
interest to ths United States. In view of this, Mr. Follett is preparing a deed
for Henry L. Coffin to convey his interest to the United Stetes in the sane manner
88 ¥r. Lowber. A% the meeting Rev. Arthur W. Abraham also stated that the St.
gtephens Bpiscopal Church would also convey all interests the Church acguires in
the house to the United Stetes. When these two donations are made the only oub-
standing interest will be the one-eighth owned jointly by John ard Robert Coffin.
While they were not present or represented et the meeting, it wes felt that their
interests can be obtained in the same mwanner, though of course, at thet time there
was no way of knowing whether they would or would not. However, ss their interest
is so small it mey be that they will be willing to donate their share in the house.



At the meeting there wes considersble disoussion sbout
the dilpoaition of the fumiture in which I took no part. - It may be necesgsary
to sell all the furniture. In event it is not, the helrs want toretain only
e fow pioces and are willing that the rest remain with the house. I was ssked
if the Govermment would be willing to accopt the fumishings snd I stuted I was
unable to say at the moment. You will recall that very little of the furniture
in the house is of the Revelutionary pericd and consequently of no use there.
However, if it eould be used elsowhere it might be worth sccepting, but that is
something whioch should be decided.

‘ 4 matter of immediate concern is protection of the houge
and contents. I was asked if the Covermment could provide a ceretaker, but I
explained that the Govermment could assume mo responsibility untlil it took
possession of all right title end interest. It was then decided to employ & men
and his wife to live in the house until sueh time as the Govermment can & ccept
the title. The carebteker will be paid by the Estate.

¥r. Lowber's friend, William Snyder, is to be made Executor
of the estate of Mr. Lowber snd of Jessie Nershall as well in order that the whole
affair can be settled at the same time. The Will is to be probated &s scon as
possible. . It is understood that it will tuke nine months to settle the Dstate.
Perheape this is just as well insofar as the Govermment is comserned for even if
it were possible for us to take the property over goonsr, it is unlikely that the
Servige would be in & position to do so. However, in view of the possibility of
dotaining the house by July, 1847, 1t is suggested that if possible to do so,
some estimates for operstion and maintenence should be prepared.

Teking everything into conslderstion, it sppears thet the
recent turn of events have made 1% possible to probably sequire the oubetunding
interests in the Schuyler Home within the next year. In this comnection it is
hoped that some action mey b¢ taken to have an sct esteblished to provide for
the extension of the boundaries of Saratope Hetional Historical Park which as
now proposed inocludes the Sochuyler Home.

(8GD) WARREN F. HAMILTON

Warren ¥ Heamilton
Superintendont

Iin triplicate..
Enclosure 2128813

=L
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i . LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT,

i I, GEORGE LOWBER, of the Village of 8chuy1arville, in
the 'zown and Oounty of Seratoga and Stebte of Wew York, being of sound mind
end memory, do make, publish and declere this my last WILL AND TE!:»TAMENT,
in manner following that ig to say:

FIRST: I diroot that all my just debts and funersl expenses be paid.

SECOND: I give, devise and bequeath unto my beloved sister, JESSIE L.
MARSEALL, with whom I reside, the use and income of all my
property, both real and personal and wheresoever situte, for .
and during the term of her natural life, together with the right
unto my said sister, if such income be insufficient for her care
and maintenance, to use so much of the corpus of my said property
a8 she nay require for her comforteble maintenance, care and
support. And I will and direct that at and efter the death of
my sald sister, Jessie, all of my aforesaid property, or such
part thereof as may remain, be hereby given, divided and dis-
tributed as follows, vizse

(8)  Unto the PROSPECT HILL CEMETARY ASSOCIATION, at
Schuylerville, N. Y., the sum of f ive hundred dollars, ($500.00),
to which Association I give and bequeath the same in € rust

- nevertheless, to invest and epply the use and income thereof for
the perpetual care of the George Strover family burial plot in
said Cometary. And I will end direct that this legacy unto the
said Cemetary Agsociation shall mnot sbate, but that the same
shallb e paid in full,

(v) Unto the RECTOR, WARDENS AND VESTRYMEN OF ST. STEPHENS
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH AT SCHUYLERVILLE, NEW YORX, the sum
of fifteen thousand dollars (§15,00000) to whom I give and
bequeath the seme in loving memory of my mother, Priscills Lowber,

{e)  Unte my nephew, HEWRY L. COFFIW, of Glen Rock, N. Js, the
sum of five thousand dollars, (§5,000.00), to whom I give and
bequeath the seme. .

(a) Unto JOHN COFFIN and ROBERT COFFIN, now serving in the
armed forces of the United Stabes, the sum of one thousand dollers
{$1,000.00), sach, to whom I give and bequeath the same.

(e) Unto the SCHUYLERVILLE FREE LIBRARY, et Schuylerville, N. Y.,
the sum of five hundred dellars, ($500.00) to which Library I give
and bequeath the same. .

(£) Unto my friend, Mebel Tefft, of the Village of Schuylerville,
Ne Y., the sum of five hundred dollars (§500.00), to whom I give snd
bequeath the same.

(g) Unto the Rev. ARTHUR W. ABRAHAM, of the Village of Greenwich,
Ne Y., the sum of one hundred dollars (§100.C0), to whom I give end
bequeath the same,
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(h) Unbto MARY A, QUINN, of the Village of Vicltory Mills,
. Ne Yo, the sum of one hundred dollara (3100.00), to whom I
: givn und begqueath the same.

1) Unto the RECTOR, NARDENS AND VEE:TRY}{FN OF §T. STEPHENS
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH AT SCHUYLERVILLE, NEW YORK, such
Crest, residue and remainder of my sald property, both real
and personal, as may remein undisposed of in and by the foree
© going provisions of this my Will, te whom I give, devise and
bequeath the same.

In the event that my property should be insufficient to pey in full those
bequests hereinsbove set forth in subdivisions "(b)" thru "(h)", inclusive,
of this paragreph of my said Will, then and in that event, I will and direct
that such legacies shall abate ratebly and in proportion.

LASTLY: I hereby appoint my friend, William M. Snyder, of the Town
efid County of Sarstoga, N. Y., to be the BExecutor of this, my last Will and
Testahient; hereby rovoking ell former wills by me mude. And I do further
will end direct that he be not required to give bond for the faithful
performence of his duties ss such.

I3
>

IN &ITN“‘SS. I have hereunto subscribed my name the Z8th
dey of July, in, tho year WNineteen Hundred and FortyeThree.

&x  George S. Lowber L.Se

We, whose names are hereto smubscribed, DO CERTIFY that on
the twentywninth dey of July, in the year 1843, GEORGE LOWBER, the Teststor
above nemed, subsoribed his neme to this instrument in our presence and in the
presence of each of us, end at the same time, in cur presence and hearing,
declared the ssme to be his lest WILL AND TESTAMENT, end requested us and each
of us, to sign our nemes thereto as witneeses to the execution thersof, which
we hereby do in the presence of ths Testator and of each other, on the day of

the date of the said Will, and write opposite our names our respective places
of residence,

Jean B. (Green residing at Sehuylerville, N» Y.

Louis B« Follett residing at Schuyle rville, H. V.




o » v Pssadena, Calif,
P June 11, 19,6

Louis B, Follett, Esq.
National Bank Building,
98 Broad Street,
Schuylerville, N. Y,

Dear lir, Follett:

Your letter received yesferday afternoon, I took this morning
off and had the two waiver of citations signed by a notary and also the
county. :

I am very pleased to have my cousin William Snyder as administrator
of the estates of my late uncle George Lowber and lirs, Jessie llarshall,
I know thet he will handle the estate carefully and to-the best of his
ability for everyone,

There is nothing mentioned about the furniture. If the furniture
" is to be sold I wish is for the government to have first choice before
putting it on the market, I am against having the furniture leave the
house, There should be a good appraisor of old furniture come in ahd
price each pilece. I suppose the church comes in for their share of the
furniture also,

I am not sending the deed to the property just yet as I want
to look into the matter more thoroughly. The way it looks to me is,
thet I will have to pay my share of the inheritance of the house and
grounds which will amount to a great deal, Then turn arocund and give
it away to the goverrment,

Ir it is possible I would like the amount of my total inheritance,
texes for my share of the house and grounds, The government and State
wont hesitate in sending me a bill, why should I not get something for
my part of the estate? You can take this question up with Will Snyder,

You mention a couple living in the house for protection being
the government is already a half owner of the mansion I think they should
share part of the expenses.

I am very glad that you were able to et someone to stay there.
The younger generation want all conveniences and they surely don't have
any there, a telephone is the only thing that I remember being there.
My uncles last years must have been pretty lonesome for that is a large
house, Please let me know how you progress, Thanking you for the copy
of the will

I remain,
Yours truly,

(8gd.) Henry L. Coffin,
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UNITED STATES |
DEPARTMENT OF THE 1NTER|@%~

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

REGION ONE
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA ]
‘ =

MEMORANDUM for the Director. -

We are attachlnv a.copy of a memorandum to Coordinating Super-
intendent Ronalds from Superintendent Hemilton of Saratoge National
Historical Park, This memorandum, dated June 6, reports the death
of Mr, George M, Lowber and the situation concerning the disposition
of the Schuyler Home at Schuylerville, New York, There is also at-
tached a copy of the Last Will and Testeament of Mr., Lowber. This,
together with the deed, which I understand is in your office and
which transferred one-half interest in the home to the Federal Govern-
ment in 1943, represent all documents concerning our rights in that

property.

When and if the matter of extending the boundaries of Saratoga
National Historical Park is proceeded with, recommendations of the
- Park, the Coordinating Superintendent and the Regional Office have
already been presented to:'you and are in your office.

Regional “Director,

Enclosure 196

cc: Mr, Demarey, w/enc.
Coord, Supt., Morristown NEP
Supt., Saratoga NHP




NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION ONE
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

—————

MEMCRANDUM for the Buperintendent,
HMorristown ﬁaﬁiaml Hiptorical Park,

We xfecaivud Superintendent Hamilton's memorandun to you of .

June é informing ua of the death of Mr, George M, Lowber and bringe

ing up to date the situntion as to the omership of the Sohuyler

House at Schuylerville, New York, re———
AR )

It appears t6 be quite proper for Superintendent Hamilton to
suggest to Mr, Louls Pollett that he approach Messrs. John and
Robert Coffin as to thelr willingness to donate their one-eighth
interest in the property in the same manner es the shares held by
the 8¢, Stephens Protestant Episcopal Church snd Hemry L, Coffin
are likely to be offered. A copy of Superintendent Hamilton's memow .
rendum is going to the Director's Office snd to My, Demaray, to-
gether with a copy of George Lowber's Last 74All and Testament,

No recent mction has been taken to extend the houndaries of
Saratoge Natlonal Historical Park to include the Schuyler House,
That setion, of course, will be novessary befors scceptancse of the
house oocura,

Thomas J, Allen,
Reglonal Direator,

—eT Direator | L\W\\

Supt., Baratoga NHP { )l

X é'..f . /1
i)
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTUENT OF THE INTFRICR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Sarstoge National Historical FPark
Stillwater, New York

June 2, A19LL6.

MEMORANDUM for Coordinating Superintendent Ronalds:

_ In vwriting this memorandum to you I feel very much like
the football announcer who said, "He's up, he's down, he's away, he was
thrown for a loss".

As T mentioned in a recent memorandum regarding the death
of Mr, George Lowber and the possible developments in the settlement of his
estate, Mrs, Henry L., Coffin stated her husband was agreeable to deeding
over his interests., Mr. Follett prepared a deed and sent it to Mr. Coffin
for his signature on the strength of Mrs, Coffin's statement. Mr. Follett
recently received a letter from Mr, Coffin, a copy of which is attached.

Ag Mr, Coffin's share of the estate will be reduced somewhat by inheritance
texes, he does not now feel so much like donating his interest in the House.
However, by the tone of the letter it does not indicate he is against doihg
so, so 1t 1s possible that he may be persuaded to go ahead if the matter is
handled properly, Mr, Follett is wondering if there is any way in which
the National Park Service can get in touch with the Bureau of Internal
Revenue and explain the situation to see if there may be some leniency

in the matter of baxetion on Mr. Coffin's share of the estate., I do not
know whether any such action is possible or feasible, However, I am
passing it on to you for whatever it may be worth,

I understand that the vestry of the St. Stephen's Episcopal
Church was called together the other night to hear the benefits received as
described in Mr, Lowber's Will, As yet I have not heard whether any action
was taken concerning the donation of the interest in the House owned by the
Church, As soon as I hear about this I will let you know,

(Sgd.) Verren F, Hamilton
Warren ¥, Hamilton
Superintendent,



UNITED STATES ‘
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
‘ REGION ONE
e, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA
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JUL @1 ' July 2, I5hbs

MEMORANDUM for the Director.

The attached copy of a memorandum from Superintendent Hamilton
of Saratoge National Historical Park to Coordinating Superintendent.
Ronalds, dated June 2li, 1946, would indicate that perhaps we will
not receive deeds to all shares in the Schuyler House at Schuyler-
ville, New York, quite as simply as wes indicated at the time Mr,
George Lowber's Will was read, I em sure, however, that the matter
will straighten itself out eventually,

I doubt that the Internal Revenue people could waive the in-
heritance taxes as suggested by Henry L. Coffin to his lawyer. Cer-
tainly we cannot expect the New York Tex Authorities to wailve their
share of these, Should it come dowm to negotiation on that point,
payment to Henry Coffin for his interest of an amount equal to the
inheritance tax as purchase price might answer the situation.

-

Thomas J. len,
Regional Director,

Enclosure 873 ; i
ce: Mr. Demaray, w/enc. :
Coord. Supt., Morristown NHP
Supt., Saratoge NHP

JiL 118




Legal Tang.: Delays Planned Cor “ersion-_
Of Schuyler Mansion into National Shrine

THE PRESENT SCHUYLER MANSION, which Tark. The government is fo receive full titlel o
is soon to be maintained by the United Smtcs and the property at the conclusion of legal proceed 114
become part of the Saratoga Bafttlefield National now under way,

By LABRY CRONIN

AN

R I

Legal snarls presently in process
of disentanglement stand in tche
way of full government ownership
of the Gen. Phillip Schuyler Man-
sion, Williamm M. Snyder of the
town of Saratoga told the Sara-
togian yesterday. Snyder, who ad-
ministered the estates of the late
Mrs. Jessie L. Marshall and her
B brother, George 5. Lowber, at one
af@j @? &) 3@5 \ time co-owners of the 1)1‘011ex'by,

said it was their intention to give
the property to the United States
so that it could be maintained as a
national shrine.

At this writing the government
owns half of the assessed $5,400
PROM. valuation of the estate which had
bolalsdoci been deeded to it by Lowber in
July of 1943. Lowber had straizht-
ened out his affairs at that time

TTHE SARATOR 1

THE SARATCGIAN and drawn up a will previous to

Seratoga Spl‘ings, 7o Yo undergoing a serious operation in

Sy by e ;- = % Rk Albany.” Mrs. Marshal, however,

Satur dﬂy, July 13, 1946, died on Aug. 6, 1943, the date of
her brother’s operation, and left
no will,

Upon settlement of the sister's
estate a quarter of the property
reverted to Lowber. The remaining
quarter went to three persoas:
Henry L. Coffin, a nephew, of Glen
Rock, N.J.; and two grandnephews,
Lt. Col. Robext E. Coffin of Wagh-
ington, D.C,, and John M. Coffin of
San Mateo, Calif. Lowber, after re-
cuperating, took no further steps
toward giving the government fuill
 title. When he died on May 31 this
"year, the will he had written three
. years before was the one probated.

Under the terms of his will Low-
ber bwequeathed cash amounts to
relatives ana friends and function-
aries of St. Stephens KEpiscopait
Fordren o Schiylervijle, but ~lert
the residue, which inciuded Lis
quarter-ownership in. the Mansion,
to rector, wardens and vestrymen
of St. Stephens.

Snyder said all persons concern-
ed wish to carry out the desires of
the lute owiiers in  givine  #h-

AFiaald
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ever, legal complications involving
possible techmnical fines may penal-
ize the surviving heirs of Mrs.
Matthews, inasmuch as her estate
wat not probated until June 25 of
this yeas.

Since she died intestate, Snyder
thad to secure permission in legal
i form to act as executor of her es-
tate.
cause two of the surviving rela-
tives, the Coffin brothers, were on
active duty during this period with
the armed forces.

Another factor delaying proczed-
ings .concerns the furnighings now
in the Mansion.
may decide to discard the preseat
Empire Period furniture, since
there is a possibility that the orig-
inal Colonial Period furnishings
may be secured from descendants
of General, Schuyler who are re-
siding in Pelham. Therefore, a
sale of the present furniture may
be arranged.

The present IEmpire furniture

was installed by Col. George Strov-
er, grandfather of the brother and
sister, when he purchased the es-
tate from the Schuylers following
the financial panic of 1837. The
wallpaper he introduced is still in
existence. A secretary, believed to
be from Colonial days, and some
articles taken from the ruins of
two previous mansions that had
been destroyed during the French
and Indian and Revolutionary
Wars, remain from the Schuyler
regime. The oviginal Schuyler
decorations were used at one time
by the late Georbe Arliss for stage
i settings of an historical play.
! Snyder believes these matters
will be straightened out soon. He
had been to Albany yesterday
morning on this business. He says
the government plans to install
imodern conveniences in the build-
ring. At present the place is main-
| tained in the original manner and
lacks electricity, central heating
‘and adequate plumbing facilities.
i+ When the government received
its half in 1943. Snyder said oflicials
had announced intentions of in-
corporating the mansion as part
of the Saratoga Battlefield National
Park.

Lowber’s will, which was pro-
bated June 24, 1946, awarded the
rector, wardens and vestrymen of
St. Stephens $15,000 in memory of
his mother, Priscilla Liowber, in ad-
dition to the residue. His nephew,
Henry L. Coffin, inherits $5,000
and the grandnephews, Robert and
John, each receive $1,000.

A friend, Mabel Tefft, gets $500.
The Rev. Arthur W. Abraham of

i L —
united States full ownership., Hosw-

He was delayed in this be-|

The government |

T >

Greenwich and Mary A. Quinn of
Victory Mills each were remember-
ed with §100. The Free Library and
the Prospect Hill Cemetery Asso-
ciation, both of Schuylerville, were
bequeathed $500 each. The latter
bequest is for the perpetual care of
the George Strover family plot.




ADDRESS ONLY
THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
' 'CHICAG?, ILLINOIS
sk

ddly 19, 196,

REEQRARNGE for Hre Simm.

You have reesived coples of wmm Girestor 81llen's mm
of July 2 for the lrscior and Superintendent Haniltean's essoranduw
of June 2L for M@ﬁn& &m&m& iimaaxm, raiating %a inu
heritance taxes on the culsiandlng mww s.n the Schayler House
property at s«mmms, Sow !{erk. N e o

R Wm mx the United States has beon mﬁm‘aﬁ a dewd for s
1/2 wndlvided futerest in the sbove-sentioned projerty. Hegotlatiome
- ave being oonduvted with a view to cbiaining the domstion of the ro-
peining interssts. Howsvar, ¥r. Hesry L. Coffin, who inherited sa ine

terent in the property frum %. Gaorge bowser and Vre. Jessle Mavshall,

is nnwilling %o donste 1 he has io pay Federsl ioheritence tazes up-
on hig share., It has Desn gugpesiad that the mmtier be explained o
the Internsl Hevenue Burzeu in the hope of obitaining Wleniensy®™ in the
- satier of Mﬁm on ¥r, Goffin's shars of the oatate.

While we siriously doubt whether the Internsl fevenue Burasw would

have suthority to walve any inberlisnce taxes thal may be dus the

United States, we oe8 NG objection o axplatining the aftustion with re-

wg‘ t@ th& .éw‘“m '_v'; m

property to the Buress. U suggeet that .

mm&mamﬁmwmw@mmwmm mmrwxﬂ@%m 8

the Internal Hevemue %ﬁrm.

(8ED) ELLOEY &. TOLEQM
ece: Heglonal Iﬁxmwr, ‘ﬁingim Une.
3&?’&., smm
Hr. Richey.
¥r. Price,

HEKS: eq

. UNITED STATES b 5 '
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Nﬁﬁ {ONAL PARK SERWGE UNITED STATES ,
RECEHVED PARTMENT OF THE lNTERIOR

JUL 29 946 NATIONAL PARK SERV]C&M-;%?_‘;/ A
REGION ONE A

@H IEF GLERKS @Fﬂ@z/f v 'RICHMOND. VIRGINIA

mmmm m mw & 9¢1‘iﬂix6ﬂdﬁnb’ AN s :
Morristown National Historical Park.

S Your letter of July 18 yows ‘the question of whether furniture
3 tha Schuyler House, Schuylerville, ﬁaw York, would be accepted.
by ’ohe sawiet, s 28 &am as & gu‘ﬁ. ‘

Qommenﬁn of all Servias pwsannel wrw hava v.tsitad the hcuaa
; am:l have seen the furniture agree that it is nm; sultable zw fumiah~
: ‘mg m aighm&h amxswy pmu'wd hmum. g o, .

: In vim of pmawb diﬂi«m&m&s é.n, makm ﬁ.na&. mtbl@mm‘b of
the estate with a view of vesting full title to the house in the
Hational Park Service, and the apparently accepted fact that the
furniture has no hissorical or pori@d slgnificance related to Saratoga
Battlefield, it is suggested that the administrator of the estate
be emoumged to ymnwd w.im plma tu éiapeaa ax‘ the furnihum by
'833.‘90

(Sgd) THOMAS J. ALLEN

 Thomas J « Allen
Reglonal Director

ceé Thc.nimwr-

JHL 3 0 1645
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UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
ADDRESS ONLY - WASHINGTON 25, D,C.

S . ' Julyl 26, 1946 |

MEMORANDUM for the Director.

Reference is made to Acting Director Tolson's memorandum of July
19 regarding inheritance taxes on the outstanding interest in the
Schuyler House property in Schuylerville, New York.

We informally contacted Mr. Armstead of the Bureau of Internal
Revenue, Gift Tax Section, and he indicated that they would not, of
course, give us an informal ruling. He did, however, state that the
regulations relating to gift taxes and state taxes might be applicable.
A copy of each of these regulations with a note made by Mr, Armstead
as to the appropriate sections is enclosed for your further considera-
tion. '

From our informal discussion it seems to us that there is a
good possibility that it will not be necessary to pay a Federal
inheritance tax upon Mr, Coffin's share of the property if it is
donated to the United States. lir., Armstead stated that the Bureau
of Internal Revenue would be pleased to give us a formal ruling
upon the matter if the matter were submitted to that Bureau with
all the facts set forth in detail., If the matter is submitted to
the Bureau of Internal Revenue, it should be addressed to the Deputy
Commissioner of Internsl Revenue, Bureau of Internal Revenue,
attention I. T.; P. T.~l. In the letter to the Bureau of Internal
Revenue it should be pointed out what use will be made of the prop-
erty if it is donated by Mr. Coffin.

HFZ

Associate Director.
Enclosure 1209879.
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HORRISTOWH, NEVW JERSEY

7 July 29, 1946,

lemorandun for Superinﬁm.dem Hemiltons

Attached is & copy of & memorandum of July 285 from fegiomal
Director Thomes J» Allon regarding the furniture in the Bohuyler
House, Gchuylerville, Hew Yorke In accordance with the ROriouml
firector's instructions, plesse tell Mre Follett that it is all
right to procoed with the sels of the furniture. I know of course
that you will extond to iirs Follett the epprecistion of all of us
in the Service for his kindness in off'ering to make ths Purniturs
available if we had thought it appropriate for display in the house,
if and when the property is transferred to the Halionsl Park Service.

In the 1little room baek of the living room 1 recsll a few
objects in & case which might well be appropriete for museum displey
at the Betilefields Mey I sugpest thet you ask Mr. Follett if t;new
is any way in which these objects might be riven to Saratoge Hational
,thorwal Farke

Ik
fyibugptases!

Froancies S. Homalds,
Coordinating Superintendent.

CCs  Regionwl Lireotor, Region One

SHwa L2k




«vision of
Operation and Maintenance
V. L. OSTRANDER

Superintendent

STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
Albany 1

Aungust 16, 1946

Honorable Dean P. Taylor
Republican Cotinty Committee
Hendrick Hudson Hotel

Rooms 205-206

Troy, New York

Dear Congressman:

You may perhaps know that the Schuyler Mansion property at
the outskirts of the village of Schuylerville, and at one time occupied
by General Schuyler, was dedicated to the U. S, Government, effective
upon the death of George Lowber, its latest owner and occupant. Mr.
Lowber died a month or so ago.

We understand the property will be made a part of the Saratoge
National Park, The important part of this property is the Schuyler
Mansion and its immediate surrounding grounds. The former is of great
historical interest and together with the grounds may be made a beautiful
shrine. This area is perhaps of about two acres extent. Also, in the
Lowbér property covered by this deed, there are fifteen to twenty acres
of land along the river flats. This land is physically separated from
the Mansion and its grounds by the o0ld abandoned Champlain Canal owned
by the State. The canal is unkempt in condition and effectively separates
the Mansion grounds from the tillable land.

I am, I believe, duly appreciative of the historical significance
of this whole territory and am of the opinion that these fifteen or twenty
- acres of land are in no way essential to the historic park. About ten
acres of the land are tillable and the remainder is swampy setback from
the river, A good friend and neighbor, Polie Germain, of Schuylerville,
has leased this land for agricultural purposes for several years. It is
immediately adjacent to Mr. Germain's farm and the only access to the land,
except by crossing the Mansion property, is across Mr. Germain's lands.

The area fits in very well with his lands and he is desirous of securing
it for farm use.

Would it be asking too much of you to ascertain from the Park
Service if the property could be transferred to Mr. Germain. He would
very much prefer to acquire the title but in the event that was impossible
or impracticable to do, he would probably be satisfied with a lease or
permit of some nature.




Honorable Dean P. Taylor
August 16, 1946
Page two

We realize how burdened your time is but if you do find an
opportunity to inquire into this, both Mr, Germain and I will be most
appreciative.

With our very best wishes, we are
Sincerely yours,

Signed - V. L. Ostrander



“DEAN P. TAYLOR
THIRTY-THIRD DISTRICT
NEW YORK

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES U. S.

COMMITTEES:

TERRITORIES
RoADs

WASHINGTON, D. C.

August 21, 1946

Hon. Newton B. Drury,
Direcgor,

National Yark Service,
Merchandise Mart,
Chicago 5k, Tllinois.

My dear Mr. Drury:

I am inclosing copy of a letter received
from Mre. V. L, Ostrander, Superintendent, Operation and
Maintenance, Department of Public Works of the State of
New York, concerning the purchase or lease by lir. Polie
Germain of certain land comprising the Government-owned
Schuyler lMansion property located at the outskirts of
the village of Schiuylerville, New York.

It is noted that the acerage in question
is physicaily separated from the Mansion and its grounds
by the old abandoned Champlain Canal owned by the State.
I should appreciate your advising me whether or not it
would be possible, under the circumstances, to sell or
lease this acerage to Mr. Germain.

Very sincerely,

0 S

1l incl.
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on. Dean P. ’raylw,
House of Representatives.
By dear Mr. Taylors

Wa bave recelved your letter of August 2L, snelosing a
letter which you have received from Mr. V. L. Ostrander gone-
cerning the desire of ¥r. Folie Jermain to purchase or lesse
& portion of the land comprising the ﬁchuylar House property
at Schuylerville, New York.

At present, thare ie a deed of record im Saratoga County,
New York, which comveyed to the United States sn undivided one-
half interest in the sbove-msniionsd property. The remiafning
interest iz outstending in other pariies. We are veferring
eoplen of this correspondence to our locsl representatives in
order that an investigation and report may be mode concerning
the posaibility of elfecting sn arrsngement whereby Mr. Gersain
would be given the use of the acreage desired by bim. We shall
comminicate with you promptly when this repori is received.

Sinverely yours,

v 27T
d..a {0

) E‘h _; i.g

" r
(SGD)

Hugh ¥. #ller,
Aoting Dlrector.

oot ngmmal ﬁims:w, Ra,gian Une (2). mﬁg{&,{)
Er. w&ro
¥r. Rimy «
¥r, Prica.

HESseq
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gﬁm&mmﬁ Tox ﬁem g lonal -??&wnﬁw, Geglion (ng.

Tharn are eoolosed coples of & Jetviar of &wmm :n, S

Bepresartative Dy Fo Tavior snd 8 Letier 1o Bin Frow o, V.

im wmmmm Buparintacdant, Operation sed Naincenante, Do
partasnt of %amw Yorks of the Mate of Rew Tork, toneerning
i.%m mm of M. Polie Gsrssin Yo purdhsse or h&m & povrtion
of the Uchuyler Houws properiy.

It seours o us thal his say offer an eppovienity to ef-

‘fast sn arrangonant whereby the Uniied Staied, now the resord

ounar of wa undivided onp-helf interset, cenld obtuin couplete

wile to the major portlen of the properiy-through a pertivien

of the property vetwaen the Ualied Hlaths wnd the co-owners.

Tuie preposal eootonplates thet the land desired by He. Usrmein

would b assigned to the Lstier whio.dn tare, would mall 1% 46

Hr. Garugisn. The fessibdlity wi’"”%x propessl would depend, of

gourse, vpon whether or not Federal ownership of the Land dew

#ired by . Oersain is nocesgary olther from m historieal or .
sduinisivative standpoint. :

‘!& mmt that you ask Mmmmm fHsmilion to discesy
his with the interested partles and furnieh s repors with ape
propriate recommendations. Ho further setion will be faten with
regerd to the suggestin of ¥r. Henry L Soflin, sho ceng an
intersst In the propeciy, that inherltance Saxes be welvsd in
consideration of the :&maim; of is intervet fo the United
Slate, w%m the mw propossd has been fully ssplored.

(SGD) HUGH 1. MILLES

A ' Aoting Blractor.
Enelosure 402, ‘/
In Miﬂ&‘&ia‘/
Hr. ‘immray.’/
Hr. iiahlar.

¥r. Richw /
Er. Price.

AR' Mﬁz.g:q



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
REGION ONE
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

October 22, 1946.

MEMORANDUM for the Superintehdent,
Saratoge Natiomal Historical Parke

This will refer to your memorandum of Qctober 17, 1946, tramsmitting
& doed executed by John M. Coffim of San Mateo, Califorenia, under date of
August 24, 1946, domating to the United States for addition to Saratoga
National Historical Park his 1/16 inmterest im the Philip Schuyler Home
at Schuylerville, New Yorke.

We note that Mr. Louis C. Follett, Attorney for the George Lowber~
Jessie Marshall Estate, has informed you that proposed deeds have been sub-
mitted to the other remaining heirs, and that no difficulties are expected
in obtaining the remsining interssts as thers is no Federal Inheritance
Tax involved in settling the estate. In view of these circumstances, we
will hold the deed executed by John M. Coffin pending receipt of deeds
covering the remaining laterests.

It is noted that the desoription in the deed exeocuted by John M.
Coffin is not exactly the same as the description in our file copy of
the deed from George Lowber. The deseriptions in the deeds %o be re-
ceived from the remeining heirs should be im complete agreement with the
desoription in the deed executed by Johm M. Coffim.

Bl mORE O Tl B
i =, M., LiSkE

B+ ife Lisle, Chief,
Recreation Study Divisions

ocs,;/ Directors
f Coordinating Superintendent,
o e Morristown NHP,
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QOctober 22, 1946,

_MEMORANDUM for the Director:

Enclosed is copy of our self=explanatory memorandum of today's date
for the Superintendent, Saratoga National Historical Park, relative to a
deed executed by John Me Coffin of Sen Mateo, Califormia, for his 1/16
interest in the Philip Schuyler Home, Schuylerville, New York.

We note from the files that an abstract of title was submitted in
connection with the deed from Mr. George Lowber, but do not have a copy
in our files. We therefore would appreciate your advice as to whether
that sbstract is in good order to be extended to satisfy all of the deeds
or whether e new abstrect of title will be required whenm all of the deeds
have been receiveds

In his transmittel memorandum Superintendent Hamilton remarks "it
eppears that all outstanding interests in the property may be obtained
within the next six months." This is brought to your attention as en-
abling legislation will be required for the acceptance of this property
for addition to Saratoga National Historical Parke

Ee. Mo Lisle, Chief,
Recreation Study Divisicne

Enclosure 925,
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UNITED STATES

~ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
CHICA@GE,}ILLINOIS

Wﬂﬁﬁ for the Regional Director, Region (ne.

¥e have received ¥r. Idsle's memorandus of October 22 concern—
- dng the deed resently executed by My, Jobm ¥. foffin conveying his

1/16 interest in the Muilip Schuyler Heme, Schuylervills, New York,
to the United awhn.

There is enclosed the abstract of Litle covering the sbove~
mentioned property, prepeved by falph W. Cooper, Attorney, and last
certified by him December 1, 1943. . Vhen the Coffin deed snd the
deeds from the other helrs for the remaining interests have been
recordsd, the abstract ghould be turned over to kr. Coopsr for con-
tinuation and recertification to cover the recording of these deeds
and any other matbers, including probate proceedings, which have
been spread upon the public records since December 1, 19L3.

It is xﬂmm& to include s provision in s proposed mn. relat-
ing to the establishment of Ssratoge National W etoriesl Park which
would suthorize the fecretary of the Interior to accept title teo
the Schuyler Home property for adninistration in connectien with
the Park. This bill is to be introduced sarly in the next session
of Congress.

($UD) FILLURY A. TOLSON

, oty heting Divector.
In dupliwh- A
Enclosure 982, -
ce: Mr, Richey. 7

Mr. Price,
HKS:rd

o
o

F’
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Seratoge Hetloml Historical Park
Stillwater, Now York
Jammry 8, 1947,

HEMORANDUNM for the Reglonal Director, Rogiﬁn Ones

Reference is made to the memorandum of Septenber 4, 1946,
over the signature of Acting Regional Dirsotor Elbert Cox regerding
eorrespondence from Representative Dean P. Taylor and others conseraing
the desire of Mr. Polie Germain to purohase or lease & portion of the
Philip Schuyler property at Schuylerville which has been partially deeded
to the United States.

At the time this memorandum was received the matter was
discussed with Attorney, Louls Follett of Schuylerville who represents
the helrs of the Estete of George M. lLowber. It was Mir. Follett's
opinion that the proposed partition of the property between the United
States and the co~owners would complicate the settlement because of the
different interests of those inlwriting the estate. Furthermore, some
of the heirs were somewhat perturbed because it was ruled that all of
the personal property would have to be sold at sauction. As the sele
had just been held, Mr. Follett felt that it would be better not to
approach the heirs on eny new proposition at the time but defer auy
such aotion for & while. In the moantime he planned to determine
whether or not inheritence taxes would be imvolved. As it turned out
the valuation of the estate was below the minimum lisble for inheritance
texess Furthermore, the two grandnephews have counveyed thelr inberests
to the United Stetes. Ax has been reported recently negotiations have
been started to cbtein permission of the State Courts to convey the
interests of the Hpiscopal Church in the property to the United States.
The only other outstending interest is the 1/4 shere inherited by Heury
Re Coffin of Pasadona, Calif. It is now understood inssmuoh as there
will be no inheritence tax involved ir. Heury Coffin will convey his
interests in the near future. It is therefore believed unnecessary to
conpider any pertition of the property.

While it is true that the gchuyler property is two distinet
parecels separated by the r/« of the abandonsd Chemplain Cenal, it is the
recommendation of this office that all the property comprising approzi-
mately 46 acres be scquired for administrative reasons. The house lot
of sbout & acres is quite small in arse s0 it is believed the edjoining
fields are necessary to prohibit any possible fubture development of
operations that would be & nulssrce and detract from the present country
estate appesrance, which is probably much as it was during Revolutiomary
times. Not very much is known sbout the general area at this time, but



there is a possibility that further hlstorical research will disclose
additional justifications for retaining all of the property. As Nr.
Germain seems to desire to use the fields there does not seem to be

at this time any objeoction to granting him a permit to cultivate the
fields when the area is taken over by the Park Service. It is believed
such an sgreement could be worked out to the satisfaotion of both perties.
At the seme time by retaining ownership of the land & buffer would be
provided around the House Lot.

{(5GD) WARREN F, HAMILTON
Warren F. Hamilion
Superintendent

In duplicate.
cey Coord, Supt., Morristown NHP
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JAN 14'{‘94] REGION ONE
QUIEE CLERK'S mm) RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

MEWORANDUM for the Superintendent,
Saratoga ﬁa‘éﬁ.aml Historical Park:

J
This will acknowledge maaip&: of your memorsndum of January 6, ” (I
1947, end deed executed by Robert E. Coffin of Alwméria, Virginia,
gonveying to the United States hls 1/16th interest in the Philip
Sehuyler Home at Schuylerville, New York, for inclusion within

Saratoge Fational Historical Park.

For reasons previously noted in our memorandum of Ootober 22,
1846, coneerning the John ¥, Coffin deed for his iaterest in the
Philip Behuyler Home, we will also hold the Rebert E. Ooffin deed
in this office pending receipt of deeds covering the remaining
intercsts,

We note your comment that the Episcopal Chursh of Schuylerville
is having proceedings ingtituted Yo oblain permission of the Courts
in the State of New York to convey its 1/4th inferest in the Home
to the United States and that it appears that the interest of Mr,
Honry L. Coffin of Pagedena, California, the only other remaining
heir, may be obtalned in the near future.

E. M. Lizi

Bs My Lisle,
Assistant Regional Director.

/eo s mrcetor

R i .

Coord. Supt,., Morristown NEP
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MEMORANDUM for the Directors.

Reference is made to memorandum dated August 27, 1946, over the
signature of Hugh Miller, Acting Director, relating to the desire of
Mre. Polie Germain to purchase or lease a portion of the Schuyler
House property. It was suggested that an arrangement might be worked
out whereby the United States, now the record owner of an undivided
one-half interest, could obtain complete title to the major portion
of the property through a partition of the property between the
United States and the co-owners, with the thought that the co-owmers
might sell the portion assigned to them to lir. Germain.

We enclose copy of self-explanatory memorandum dated January 8,
1947, from Superintendent Hamilton in this regard. It will be noted
that this proposition did not meet with favor on the part of Attorney
Louis Follett of Schuylerville who represents the heirs of the Estate
of George M. Lowber.

- In any event it appears that the acquisition of the Philip
- Schuyler property at Schuylerville is clearing up so satisfactorily

that a partition of the property as previously suggested to accom-
plish acquisition for the United States is unnecessary. The problem
created by Mr. Henry L. Coffip with respect to inheritance taxes has
been resolved by the determination that the value of the estate was
below the minimum liable for inheritance taxes. In addition, in a
memorandum of January 6, 1947, Superintendent Hamilton indicated that
it appeared probable that the interests of Mr. Henry L. Coffin will be
obtained at an early date. The deeds for the 1/16th interest of
Robert E. Coffin of Alexandria, Virginia, and John M. Coffin of San
Mateo, California, have already been received.

It is reported that proceedings are being filed to obtain per-
mission of the Courts in the State of New York to donate to the United
States the 1/4th interest in the Home now held by the Episcopal Church
of Schuylerville, ‘

It therefore appears that we may look forward to an early settle-
ment of this matter without further obligations, and we concur in




] )/w ¢
Superintendent Hamilton's recommendation that we should acquire the ; L
entire estate. 7

Encl. 138
cc: Superintendent,
Saratoga NHP

Coord. Supt.
Morristown NHP
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State of New York
DEPARTIHENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

ALBANY 1

March 13, 1947

Honorable Dean P. Taylor
House of Representatives U.S.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Taylor:

We wish to thank you for your further attention to the
Polie Germain request relative to the use of a portion of the
newly acquired General Schuyler property at Schuylerville,
We will pass the information along to Mr, Germain for such
further effort as he desires to make. I am sure that he also
will appreciate your help.

Your letter and the one by Mr. Tolson of March 5, which
you enclosed, raise another question. Both letters use the
expression "Schuyler House Property.® Always the people of
that neighborhood refer to this as the "Schuyler Mansion.!
While we local people definitely recognize that the local
mansion is intended, the fact that there is another widely
known "Schuyler Mansion® at Albany leads to confusion on the
part of the general outside public. Because of the Albany
"Schuyler Mansion", the same name should perhaps not be con-
tinued for the Schuylerville property.

Further, for several generations there were hotels in
Schuylerville--"Hotel Schuyler" and the "Schuylerville House",
both of them frequently called "Schuyler House", so that the
name shown in your letters does not seem to us to be wholly de-
sirable. Might we suggest for your consideration the name
"The General Schuyler Property" as better acceptable than
"Schuyler House" as your people are now calling it?

With our very best wishes, we are

Sincerely yours,

P (sgd} V. L. Ostrander
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March 18, 1947

Mr. Hillory A. Tolson
National Park Service

L) UE

Department of the Interior . REPL‘Y], DRo«:)m
Chicago 54, Illinois in Mai |
by 11:00 &.M.,

3)25/47.

My dear Mr. Tolson:

I acknowledge the receipt of your letter of March
5, last, and thank you for the information contained therein
regarding the desire of Mr. Polie Germain to purchase or
lease a portion of the land comprising the Schuyler ﬁouse
property at Schuylerville, New York.

Incidentally, you may be interested in the informa- -
tion contained in the enclosed letter addressed té me by
Mr., V. L. Ostrandér, Superintendent of Public Works, Albany,
New York.

_Sincerely yours,

G(/,@&W \jf/ f// A
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