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SOME ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Amo ng the illustrJtio ns in the bookl et is o ne entitled .. Mencn­
dez·s First Mass... This may have been ihc bJsis o f the Timrs­
Union reviewer's still mo re astonishing statement, .. where 
Menend ez. the found er of St. August ine. said his fi rst Mass." 
There is a view entitled "Casa Blanca , Sa n Juan, Puerto Rico. 
built for Ponce de L eon. 1521-1523... The house was built in 
1525, fou r yea rs ;ifter the death of Po nce in J 52 1. (See U. S. 
Govt. R egister of Po rto Rico, p. 122). An o ther illustrat ion is 
of the "Don T o ledo House, " which is the .Whitney 's "oldest 
house in the United States," anteda ti ng by many yea rs as a hoax 
the St. Augustine Historical Society "oldest house in the United 
States." Another v iew is entitled ' 'Slave Market on the Plaza." 
A diagram map purports to show where P o nce de Leon landed 
on the site of the Fountain of Youth Park, and designates as 
" Points o f Interest": "Old Huguenot Cemetery," "Oldest 
School House," 'Post Office, forme rl y Spanish Governor's Man ­
sion, " "Old Slave Market, " "State Arsenal, formerly Francisca n 
Monastery." "Fountain of Youth." 

It may be conceded that Dr. Corse bel ieves in these things. 
otherwise she would no t endorse them by including them in this 
history which bears her name o n the title page. Her own credu­
lity however does not give sufficien t sanction for her inclusion of 
them in this wo rk which professes to be as to h istory. 
Intelligent residents o f S t. Augustine know them all to be hoaxes. 
Perhaps the oldest and certain ly the most vulgar of the lo t is 
that of the "Old Huguenot Cemetery," to which she gives first 
place in her lis t. Dr. Andrew Anderson, St. A ugustine's most 
beloved citizen. to ld the truth about this in his Armistice Day 
Address of 1921: "In those days befo re the Civil War I never 
heard of the existence of a burning spring. nor of an oldest 
house, no r o f a slave market. no r of a Hu guenot Cemetery ... . 
The cemetery just ou tside the C ity Gates was deeded to the 
trustees of the Presbyterian C hurch, of whom my father was 
one, by the Rev. T. Alexander in 1832, for the use of the P rotes­
tants o f the City. " From l 832 until 1887, when interments 
were discontinued, this was the on ! y Protestant Cemetery here. 
To it for mo re than fifty years the people o f St: Augustine 
brought their dead. 

One might think that a decent respect fo r the resting places 
of the dead and consideration for the sensibili t ies o f the living 
would restrain from profanation of the spot by applying to it 
the negro drivers' hoax title which is thei r stoc k in trade. 
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WHAT THE EXAMIN/\TION I l t\S SHOWN. 

O u r exa min at i0n has shown that .. The Fo untain o f Y o uth .. 
booklet is no t the prod uct o f careful rescJrch the Times-Union 
review er pronounced it to be. Invest iga tion has disclosed inac­
curacy and recklessness o f statement, source citations man ipu­
lated to suppress evidence and lead 10 fal se deductio ns. substitu ­
tion of fict io n for recorded fact. co nfusio n of loca lities so gross 
as to demand ex planat ion. and an interp retatio~~of Herrer;i 's 
text so fa ntastic as to be explained o nly by so me h ypothesis not 
less bizarre. The work exhibits a lack o f the sense of respon­
sibili ty which must control the histori an and constrain him to 
impart to his readers on ly what his research may reveal to be the 
facts of his tory. The thesis w hich the monograph was to prove 
-that Ponce de Leo n on his voyage of discovery first landed at 
the site of St. A ugustine, has not been esta blished. The weird 
m ono logues of L uella Day M cConnell. which gave the hearer 
the uncanny feeling that he was listening to the mau nderings of 
a disordered brain, are not shown to have been rec itals of his­
tory. The crucia l point o f the thesis we have seen to be a travesty 
of historica l truth. 

One who seeks information as to Ponce de L eon's landing 
p lace will find no thing authentic concerning it here ; and though 
the naive observat ion in an earl y page, " Histo rians often find it 
necessa ry to consult man y autho ri ties before com ing to a con­
clusio n upon a point of ancient history," appears to be intended 
for readers o f school age , " The Fountain of Youth " in the b ands 
of the young wou ld misin form and mislead. The practica l 
business promoting usefulness of the work w ill be found in its 
effect upo n the sightseers a t Hospita l C reek . who w ill believe 
that they fi nd in its pages confi rm a tion of w ha t has been to ld 
them rhere. 
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THE HERRERA TEX T. 

i>FL\J).\ I . LIBRO I.'\ . l'.-\1' . .'\ . 

On the opposite p;ige is reproduced from a photostat of the 
o riginal , the passage in the H errera 160 I ed ition recordi ng the 
landing o f Ponce de Leo n in F lo rida. The expedition s:ii led 
from San German. P o rto R ico, March 3 rd .• t#l, 5 I 3, and o n 
March 14th reach ed Guanahani. the island which was the first 
la nd discovered by Columbus, and which he renamed San 
Sa lvador. The text reads: 

"They set o ut from here [San Sa lvador], run ning north­
west, and o n Su nda y the 27th, which wa.s the day of the 
Festival o f the Resurrection, which com monly they call 'of 
Flowers', they saw an island and did not exam ine it. and 
Monday the 28th they ran fifteen leagues by the same d irection, 
and Wednesday they proceeded in the same way, and afterward 
with bad w eather until the 2nd of April. running to west­
northwest, the water lessening to nine fa thoms, at o ne league 
from land, which was in thirty degrees and eight minutes, they 
ran along the length of coast, seeki n g harbor, ard at night they 
anchored near the land . in eigh t fathoms of wa ter. And think ­
ing that this la nd was an island, they named it La Florida. 
because it had a very pretty view of many and cool woodlands, 
and it was level and u niform : and because mo reover they dis­
covered it in the time of the Flowery Festival f Pascua Florida l 
Juan P once wished to conform in the name with the two facts. 
He went on land to tak e info rmation and possess io n. 

"On F riday. the 8 th . they made sa il : they ran in the same 
direct ion. an d Satu rday they sailed LO the south a quarter by 
sou theast: and sa ilin g by the same rhumb up to the 20th of 
April they discovered some huts o f Indians, where they 
anchored .·· ( L. D . Scisco Trans/at ion. ) 

On Friday the 8th they ra n "in the sa me direction." The 
same direct ion ca n o nl y mean the direct io n las t previously men­
tioned i. e. , the wes t -northwest of April 2nd. This shows 
that from April 2nd up co the Lime of turning south o n Apri l 
9th the sa ilin g course had been continuously in a northerly 
directi on fro m 30° 8' However fa r "they ran along the length 
o f coast ". it was in a direc tio n northerly from lati tude 30° 8'. 
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los Luc ayo~.Efl. \ ilh Gu:in:ih.ln1t"ue1.i 
primer:i. quc de (c ubr io cl Almir:rn cc 
dun C hrdtou:ll Colon, y a dondc en 
[ u primc.:r vi<1je f.l li o :i nerra,y I ~ ll :i rn_~ 
fan Saluador. P:nt icron de aqu1 come 
do por cl Noruefl:e,y D omingo avr.i n 
re y ficrc 1 quc era dia de Pafqu~ J c."* . 
ReCurccion, quc comunmcntc 01?.en 
de Florcs,vicron vna ifh,y no la rcco­
nocicron, y el Luncs a vcintc y ocho 
corric ron quinzc lcgti:is por la mi(ma 
vi:i, v cl Micrcolcs :mduuieron de la 
mi[m.\ rn:rnera,v def puce; con mal tic­
po hafb dos de Abril,corricndo a Luci' 
norucftc , yrndo l!i(minuycndo cl :i-

gu.t luCra nucuc bt:.l<j:.lS ,a vna lcgu.i 
de n crra, tiu c dbua en t1 eynt:1gra­
dos y oc lw rninuros,corrinl>n por lul: 
go de coll:a , bul\.:anJo pucm.>, y la 
nochc (urg1cron cc.:rca de Licrra , a 
ocho br:l~as <le :igu:i . Y pcpfanJo 
que clh tierra erJ. itb , b 11.im:iron 
!J. Flond:i, porquc tcni.1 muy 1inda 
villa de muclus y frctc:is :nbolcd:is, 
y era llana , y pa rep: y porquc ram­
b1cn la dckubricron en riL'mpo de 
Palqu.l Florid:i,lc quifo Tu :in Ponce co 
form .tr en cl nombrc, con clbs dos 
razonc.:s.Saliu :i rierr:i a romar lcngu~, 
y pollclsion . V 1erncs a ocho hizieron 
vcb,corricron per Ll mi(m:i via: y S.1-
b;1do n:iucg:iron al Sur, quarr:ia! Suc­
flc :y naucgan do pe r cl mtfino Rum­
bo,hafb los vcynrc Jc Abnl, dcfcu­
bricron vnosB;hios Jc l ndios,a don­
de (urg icron :y cl d1a figui cn tc,yendo 

Pho1oslat oi 11u: lrerrera tc:\ l , l>ecad3 1. Lihro IX. (;q1. :'\. 1 ecc.11<ling the landing of 
Ponce <le Leon. 
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THE WAR DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL FINDING. 

Supremely ridiculo us as was the St. i\ugustine Euening R ecord 
editorial of August 19 , 1932. quoted in parL on page 11 . it 
had the effect of de luding its readers in to the belief chat the 
War Department had promulgated an official decision that Po nce 
d e Leon had landed at the sire o f St. Augustin e. This belief 
sti ll prevails. How ground less it is the record shows. 

An Act of Congress of June 11 . 1926, provided for " the 
study and investigation of battlefields in the Un\\ed States for 
commemorative purposes.'' The provisio ns of the act arc curied 
out by a Board of Officers, three in number, appointed by the 
Secretary of War and representing the Quartermaster General. 
the Chief of Engineers and the Historical Section of the Army 
War College. The p lan of operation provides for having the 
historical studies made by the Historical Section. Colonel H. L. 
L anders, the member of the Board of Officers representin g the 
Historica l Section at the time Senator Fletcher's bill was to be 
considered, undertook the historical study pertaining to the 
project. Notwithstanding that there were no "military historic 
events in connection with the landing of Ponce de Leon ," 
Colonel Landers held that these might be assumed and that they 
were of a nature to br ing them w ithin the scope of the Act of 
1926 and so within the pu rview of the Board of Officers. In 
due course he prepared his officia l report which was submitted 
by the Board of Officers to the Secretary of War, and was by 
him incorporated in his annual report covering the subject. T his 
report was submitted to the President on December 10. and was 
transmitted ro the Congress on D ecember 13 in a Presidential 
Message entitled "Study o f Battlefields in the United States for 
Commemorative Purposes." (Senate Document No. 15 1. 72 nd 
Congress. 2 nd Session. ) The sect io n of the report relating to 

the tabl et reads as follows: 

Ponce de Leo n's Landing in Florida: 
Method of commemoratio n: Tablet . 
Land required: None. 
Estimated cost of comm emoration: $ 1.000. 
Attitude of local community: The most appropriate 

place to erect a tablet commemorat ing this event is 
at Sc. Au gustine. The tablet shou ld be erected on 
ground no w owned or to be acqui red by the city 
of Sc. Augustine 
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This then is 1hc o nly o ffi cia l report rtndrrcd by the War De­
partment. In it is no allusion to the la ndi ng place of P o nce de 
Leon . no '·gove rnmental decree" that the la nding w as at St . 
A ugustine. In response to an inqu ir y. Major C. C. Benson , 
Secret ary o f the Army War College Historica l Section . advised 
the w rirer : " This pa rt of the repon was drafted by Colonel 
Landers. Y ou wil l note that it does noc specify the place where 
P o nce de Leon landed in F lo rida. but mere ly i ndica~ ·the place 
(St. Augusti ne ) that Colo nel L and ers selected as being most 
app ropriate for the erection o f a commemorati ve tablet. .. 

And from another officia l source. a lso in response 10 an in­
quiry , is the fu rther co nfirma tion: '"T he statement in Senate 
Documen t No. 15 l. 72 nd Congress, 2nd Sessio n, is the report of 
the Secretary of W ar to Cong ress on the su bjec t in ques tio n . T his 
report is the result of the study m ade by a Board o f Officers 
advisory to the Secretary of War and constitures the o nl y 'official 
.finding' of rhe War Department." 

T h is is the reco rd of the War Department. It is also the record 
of Colonel L inders as a member o f the Boa rd of Officers and 
of the His to rical Secrion o f the War Col lege. and as rhe o ne who 
wrote the repor t. I t is his on I y record that ca lls for a tten ti on 
by a careful histor ian . The irrelevant and prolonged investiga­
t ion to determine the locatio n of the landing place had ended 
in fu ti lity . R ead collectively the fo u r conclusio ns of t he letter 
to Senator Fletcher left the la ndin g location sti ll in t he realm of 
conjecrure and Po nce de L eon s ti ll at sea. 

But while Colo nel Landers fa iled in h is q uest, another suc­
ceeded. Dr. Corse pursued a simpler and more su mmary method 
of resea rch. S he wrote her own account o f the event: laid the 
scene at the site o f St. A ugustine. and broug ht P o nce de Leon 
ro land o n H ospita l C reek, within the bounds of what is now 
a sh ow man 's park , and ar the spot where a mendacious t ablet 
p rocl aims with absolute fina lity : '"He landed here." 

3 I 




