
























































































































































WHAT THE EXAMINATION HAS SHOWN,

Our examination has shown that “The Fountain of Youth”
booklet is not the product of careful rescarch the Times-Union
reviewer pronounced it to be. Investigation has disclosed inac-
curacy and recklessness of statement, source citations manipu-
lated to suppress evidence and lead to false deductions, substitu-
tion of fiction for recorded fact, confusion of localities so gross
as to demand explanation, and an interpretation of Herrera’s
text so fantastic as to be explained only by some hypothesis not
less bizarre. The work exhibits a lack of the sense of respon-
sibility which must control the historian and constrain him to
impart to his readers only what his research may reveal to be the
facts of history. The thesis which the monograph was to prove
—that Ponce de Leon on his voyage of discovery first landed at
the site of St. Augustine, has not been established. The weird
monologues of Luella Day McConnell, which gave the hearer
the uncanny feeling that he was listening to the maunderings of
a disordered brain, are not shown to have been recitals of his-
tory. The crucial point of the thesis we have seen to be a travesty
of historical truth.

One who seeks information as to Ponce de Leon’s landing
place will find nothing authentic concerning it here; and though
the naive observation in an early page, “'Historians often find it
necessary to consult many authorities before coming to a con-
clusion upon a point of ancient history,”” appears to be intended
for readers of school age, "'"The Fountain of Youth' in the hands
of the young would misinform and mislead. The practical
business promoting usefulness of the work will be found in its
effect upon the sightseers at Hospital Creek, who will believe
that they find in its pages confirmation of what has been told
them there.
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THE HERRERA TEXT.

DECADA I, LIBRO IN, CAP. X,

On the opposite page is reproduced from a photostat of the
original, the passage in the Herrera 1601 edition recording the
landing of Ponce de Leon in Florida. The expedition sailed
from San German. Porto Rico, March 3rd, 1513, and on
March 14th reached Guanahani, the island which was the first
land discovered by Columbus, and which he renamed San
Salvador. The text reads:

“They set out from here [San Salvador], running north-
west, and on Sunday the 27th, which was the day of the
Festival of the Resurrection, which commonly they call ‘of
Flowers', they saw an island and did not examine it. and
Monday the 28th they ran fifteen leagues by the same direction,
{ and Wednesday they proceeded in the same way, and afterward

with bad weather until the 2nd of April, running to west-

northwest, the water lessening to nine fathoms, at one league

from land, which was in thirty degrees and eight minutes, they

ran along the length of coast, seeking harbor, and at night they
. anchored near the land, in eight fathoms of water. And think-
ing that this land was an island, they named it La Florida,
because it had a very pretty view of many and cool woodlands,
and it was level and uniform: and because moreover they dis-
covered it in the time of the Flowery Festival [Pascua Florida]
Juan Ponce wished to conform in the name with the two facts.
He went on land to take information and possession.

““On Friday. the 8th, they made sail; they ran in the same
direction, and Saturday they sailed to the south a quarter by
southeast: and sailing by the same rhumb up to the 20th of
April they discovered some huts of Indians, where they
anchored.”” (L. D. Scisco Translation.)

On Friday the 8th they ran “in the same direction.” The
same direction can only mean the direction last previously men-
tioned i. e., the west-northwest of April 2nd. This shows
that from April 2nd up to the time of turning south on April
Oth the sailing course had been continuously in a northerly
direction from 30° 8. However far “'they ran along the length
of coast”, it was in a direction northerly from latitude 30° 8.
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los Lucavos.Efl.ifla Guanahanituc la
* primera L]uc defcubrio ¢l Almirance
‘ don Chriftoual Colon ,yadondc cn
{u primer viaje {alio a tierra,y lq llam.fj
{an Saluador. Particron dcaquicorric
J do porel Noruefte,y Domingoavein
te y fiete, que era dia de Pa(’qufl de .
Rclurecion, quec comunmente dizen
J de Flores,vicron vna ifla,y nolareco-
nocicron, y el Luncs aveintey ocho
corricron quinze leguas por la mi{ma
via.v ¢l Micrcoles anduuieron dela
E mifmamanera,y defpues con malcié-
f po hafta dos de Abril,corticndoalucl
norucfie,yendo difminuyendo el a-
‘ gua hafta nucuc bragas,a vnalegua
de tierra, quecftaua en teyntagra-
| dos y ocho minutos,corricron por fuc
' go de cofta, builcando pucrto, y la
' noche furgicron cerca de tierra , a
' ocho bracas de agua . Y peafando
que efta ticrra era ifla , la llamaron
la Flonida, porque tenia muy linda
vilta de muchasy frefcas arboledas,
y cra llana, y parcja:y porque ram-
bien la defcubricron en tiempo de
Patqua Horida,fe quifo Tuan Ponce ¢d
formaren el nombre, con eftas dos
razoucs.Salio a ticrraatomarlengue,
y poflelsion. Viernes a ocho hizicron
vela,corrieron por lamifma via: y Sa-
bado nauegaronal Sur, quartaal Suc-
fte:y naucgando por cl mifimo Rem-
bo,haftalos veynte de Abiil, defcu-
briecron vnos Bohios de Indios,a don-
de furgicron:y cldia figuicnte,yendo

Photostat of the Herrera text, Decada 1, Libro 1X, Cap. X, recording the landing of
Ponce de Leon.
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THE WAR DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL FINDING.

Supremely ridiculous as was the St. Augustine Evening Record
editorial of August 19, 1932, quoted in part on page 13, it
had the effect of deluding its readers into the belief that the
War Department had promulgated an official decision that Ponce
de Leon had landed at the site of St. Augustine. This belief i
still prevails. How groundless it is the record shows.

An Act of Congress of June 11, 1926, provided for "'the
study and investigation of battlefields in the Unfted States for
commemorative purposes.”” The provisions of the act are carried

l out by a Board of Officers, three in number, appointed by the
Secretary of War and representing the Quartermaster General,
. the Chief of Engineers and the Historical Section of the Army
! War College. The plan of operation provides for having the
i historical studies made by the Historical Section. Colonel H. L.
|
\
|

it
9

Landers, the member of the Board of Officers representing the
Historical Section at the time Senator Fletcher's bill was to be
considered, undertook the historical study pertaining to the
project. Notwithstanding that there were no “military historic
events in connection with the landing of Ponce de Leon,”
Colonel Landers held that these might be assumed and that they
! were of a nature to bring them within the scope of the Act of
: 1926 and so within the purview of the Board of Officers. In
due course he prepared his official report which was submitted
by the Board of Officers to the Secretary of War, and was by
, him incorporated in his annual report covering the subject. This
[ report was submitted to the President on December 10, and was
transmitted to the Congress on December 13 in a Presidential
Message entitled “Study of Battlefields in the United States for
Commemorative Purposes.””  (Senate Document No. 151, 72nd
Congress, 2nd Session.) The section of the report relating to
the tablet reads as follows:
Ponce de Leon’s Landing in Florida:
Method of commemoration: Tablet.
Land required: None.
Estimated cost of commemoration: $1,000. i
Attitude of local community: The most appropriate

place to erect a tablet commemorating this event is L
at St. Augustine. The tablet should be erected on !
ground now owned or to be acquired by the city 4
of St. Augustine i
30 j

i

s T

DECLASSIFIED © + |
oty ERAITIXSECF |
[EELA i, a2 2T

TSR s —




This then is the only official report rendered by the War De-
partment. In it is no allusion to the landing place of Ponce de
Leon, no “governmental decree’” that the landing was at St
Augustine. In response to an inquiry, Major C. C. Benson,
Secretary of the Army War College Historical Section. advised
the writer: “"This part of the report was drafted by Colonel
Landers. You will note that it dees not specify the place where
Ponce de Leon landed in Florida, but merely indicaté® the place
(St. Augustine) that Colonel Landers selected as being most
appropriate for the erection of a commemorative tablet.”

And from another official source, also in response to an in-
quiry, is the further confirmation: 'The statement in Senate
Document No. 151, 72nd Congress, 2nd Session, is the report of
the Secretary of War to Congress on the subject in question. This
report is the result of the study made by a Board of Officers
advisory to the Secretary of War and constitutes the only ‘official
finding" of the War Department.”

This is the record of the War Department. It is also the record
of Colonel Landers as a member of the Board of Officers and
of the Historical Section of the War College, and as the one who
wrote the report. It is his only record that calls for attention
by a careful historian. The irrelevant and prolonged investiga-
tion to determine the location of the landing place had ended
in futility. Read collectively the four conclusions of the letter
to Senator Fletcher left the landing location still in the realm of
conjecture and Ponce de Leon still at sea.

But while Colonel Landers failed in his quest, another suc-
ceeded. Dr. Corse pursued a simpler and more summary method
of research. She wrote her own account of the event; laid the
scene at the site of St. Augustine, and brought Ponce de Leon
to land on Hospital Creek, within the bounds of what i1s now
a showman's park, and at the spot where a mendacious tablet
proclaims with absolute finality: “"He landed here.”
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