
WORLD WAR II IN THE PACIFIC 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK THEME STUDY 

INTRODUCTORY ESSAY 

The "World War II in the Pacific National Historic Landmark Theme Study" 
has been prepared for the Congress and the Secretary of the Inter ior 's 
Advisory Board in partial fulf i l lment of the requirements of P.L. 95-348, 
August 18, 1978. The purpose of the theme study is to evaluate all 
resources that relate to the theme of World War II in the Pacific and to 
recommend certain of these resources for designation as National Historic 
Landmarks. The events of the war are from 39 to 43 years away, but 
World War II is t r u l y of national significance; indeed, i t is one of the 
momentous events in human h is tory . This is recognized by Congress's 
authorizing the study and by the several wartime sites, listed below, that 
are already national historic landmarks or l isted on the National Register 
of Historic Places, 

The "World War II in the Pacific Theme Study" considered resources 
relating to the following general subthemes: 

A. Japanese Expansion in the Pacific 

B. The United States Home Front 

C. Alaska and the Aleutians 

D. The United States' Central Pacific Drive 

The theme study considered the millions of people, civi l ian and mi l i tary, 
both Japanese and Al l ied, who took part in the fateful years between 1941 
and 1945. Emphasis was placed on the events and the i r consequences, 
rather than on individuals. Certain leaders, whose actions were crucial 
to the success or fai l ture of endeavors, are recognized. Individuals 
recognized as heroes are generally not h ighl ighted; in combat, the 
conduct of all members of the uni t is vi tal to the outcome; also, many a 
t rue hero did not receive recognition for his deeds. Efforts were niade to 
avoid wartime j ingoism, rather to view events as objectively as possible. 
The geographical areas surveyed for this study are United States 
te r r i to ry and Trust Terr i tor ies of the Pacific Islands, which continue to 
be administered by the United States. 

THE PACIFIC WAR IN OUTLINE 

European powers and their colonies had been at war more than two years 
when Japan carried out a devastating surprise attack on Hawaii's Pearl 
Harbor naval base and army and navy airf ields on December 7, 1941. For 
the next several months, Japan continued strongly on the offensive in 
China, Thai land, Malaya, Guam, Philippine islands, Wake, Gilbert Islands, 
Burma, Bri t ish Borneo, Bismark Archipelago, Netherlands East Indies, 
New Guinea, Solomon Islands, and Singapore. At the same time, the 



United States developed supply lines in the eastern Pacific and rushed 
land, sea, and air reinforcements to Australia and the South Pacific. In 
Apr i l 1942, Gen. Douglas MacArthur became Supreme Commander, 
Southwest Pacific Area, with headquarters in Austral ia; and Adm. Chester 
W. Nimitz became Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Area, with 
headquarters in Hawaii. Also in Ap r i l , L t . Col. James H. Doolittle led 
the f i r s t air attack of the war on Tokyo, Japan, an important incident for 
American morale. The naval battle of Coral Sea took place in May 1942, a 
tactical v ic tory for Japan but a strategic v ic tory for the 
Allies — Australia's security was now assured. The batt le also marked the 
end of the Allies' defensive posture. 

1942-1943 

On June 4 , 1942, the Battle of Midway proved to be the turn ing point in 
the Pacific War. A i rc ra f t from three American carr iers destroyed four 
crack Japanese carr iers , decisively defeating the enemy. At the same 
time, Japanese carr ier planes carried out a two-day attack on Dutch 
Harbor in the Aleutians. A Japanese task force occupied Kiska and A t tu 
in the western Aleutians three days later, the only North American 
ter r i to ry to be occupied by Japan. 

The Allied offensive in the Southwest Pacific got underway in August 1942 
when U.S. Marines landed in the Solomons, beginning the bi t ter battle for 
Guadalcanal. On New Guinea, the Allies engaged in hard f ight ing against 
strong Japanese forces, only slowly gaining an upper hand and defeating 
the Japanese in the Papua Campagin in December 1942 and January 1943. 
Also in January 1943, an international conference of the United States and 
Great Bri tain at Casablanca reached agreement to advance toward the 
Philippines through the Central and Southwest Pacific. 

In the North Pacific, U.S. Army troops made an amphibious landing on 
Attu in May 1943, recapturing the island after hard f igh t ing . Two 
months later, the Japanese secretly withdrew from Kiska in a br i l l iant 
maneuver and the Aleutians returned to American contro l . During the 
summer of 1943, Allied advances in New Guinea continued and U.S. forces 
captured New Georgia and other islands in the Solomons. In the Central 
Pacific, Admiral Nimitz gathered his forces and planned the invasions of 
the Gilbert and Marshall islands. 

Autumn 1943 brought signif icant gains for Allied forces: November 1 , 
U.S. Marines invaded Bougainville in the Northern Solomons; November 
20, U.S. forces landed on Makin and Tarawa atolls in the Gilberts; and, 
December 26, U.S. Marines landed on Cape Gloucester, Bismark 
Archipelago. At an international conference at Cairo in December 1943, 
Br i t ish and United States delgates reached agreement on Pacific objectives 
for 1944: Seizure of the Marshall Islands and New Br i ta in in January, 
Hotlandia in New Guinea in June, and the Mariana Islands and the 
liberation of Guam in October 1944. 
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1944 

The year began with continuing land f ight ing in the Solomons and New 
Guinea. The Central Pacific d r ive began at the end of January when 
U.S. Marine and Army troops stormed ashore on Roi-Namur and Kwajalein 
islands in Kwajalein Atoll and on Majuro Ato l l , ail in the Marshall Islands, 
successfully completing the entire operation in f ive days. Two weeks 
later, U.S. forces captured Enewetak Ato l l , also in the Marshalls, while 
carr ier planes from an American task force- reduced the fabled Japanese 
"Gibral tar" of T r u k Atoll in the Central Caroline Islands. While Army Air 
Force and naval carr ier planes continued their neutralization attacks on 
other Japanese islands in the Marshalls and Carolines, the Central Pacific 
amphibious forces prepared to assault Japan's inner defense l ine, the 
Mariana Islands. In the Southwest Pacific, General MacArthur's forces 
subdued western New Br i ta in and occupied the Admiralty Islands north of 
New Guinea. In A p r i l , the landings at Hollandia began. 

On June 15, U.S. Marines, followed by army troops, invaded Saipan In 
the Marianas. A few days later, carr ier aircraf t from U.S. Task Force 58 
engaged Japanese carr ier planes in the Battle of the Philippine Sea. Two 
Japanese carr iers and more than 400 of their planes were destroyed as 
were Japanese hopes to reinforce the Marianas. Saipan gained, U.S. 
Marines landed at Guam and, a few days later, on T in ian. While f ight ing 
continued in the Marianas, President Franklin D. Roosevelt arr ived in 
Hawaii and met with MacArthur and Nimitz to discuss fu ture moves in the 
Pacific war. Following the meetings, the ailing President sailed to the 
Aleutians to greet the lonely soldiers of the "Forgotten War." U.S. Army 
and Marine Corps troops completed the liberation of Guam in early 
August . American Seabees and Army Engineers constructed immense B-29 
bomber fields on Guam, T in ian, and Saipan for the long-range bombing of 
the Japanese homeland. 

American forces invaded Japan's Patau Islands, the Gateway to the 
Phil ippines, in mid-September, with army troops assaulting Angaur while 
Marines land on Peleliu, beginning one of the most f iercely fought battles 
in the Central Pacific. An army force also occupied Ul i thi A to l l , which 
was converted into a crit ical staging area for future Pacific battles. 
Although Peleliu was not secured unti l November 1944, the U.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff decided to proceed with the invasion of the central 
Phil ippines, advancing the target date two months. On October 20, 1944, 
the U.S. Sixth Army invaded Leyte, the f i r s t step in l iberating the 
Philt iplnes. At Saipan, 111 B-29 bombers l i f ted off on November 24 to 
attack Tokyo, the f i r s t of many such raids on Japan's Home Islands. 

1945 

Fighting wound down on Leyte as the new year began and, on January 9, 
American troops landed on Luzon. The U.S. fast carr ier Task Force 58 
carried out air attacks on Formosa, Okinawa, and Hong Kong. U.S. 
Marines began the b i t ter battle for I wo Jima, north of the Marianas, on 
February 21 , raising the American flag on Mount Suribachi two days 
later. While f ight ing continued to rage on iwo Jima, U.S. Army troops 
completed the liberation of Manila and cleared Corregidor of the enemy. 
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Easter Sunday, Apri l 1 , 1945, witnessed the U.S. Tenth Army (Marines 
and soldiers) landing on the beaches of Okinawa. Thus began the last 
battle of the Pacific War. While the battle raged on Okinawa, Japanese 
forces continued to hold out in the Philippine Islands, part icular ly in 
Luzon and in the south. The two great captains of the Pacific War, 
MacArthur and Nimitz, became, respectively, commander in chief of all 
U.S. Army forces in the Pacific and commander of all U.S. Navy forces in 
the Pacific on Apr i l 3. 

General MacArthur established his headquarters in Manila, while Admiral 
Nimitz continued to command from Guam. In the Battle of the East China 
Sea on Apr i l 7, Task Force 58's planes sank the great Japanese 
batt leship, Yamato. Japanese suicide planes sank or damaged large 
numbers of American ships off Okinawa through Apr i l and May. Finally, 
on June 22, the U.S. Tenth Army completed the capture of Okinawa. 
Casualties on both sides were extremely heavy. 

While armadas of B-29 bombers continued to raid Japanese ci t ies, the 
United States exploded the world's f i rs t nuclear device in New Mexico on 
July 16, 1945. Ten days later, the Potsdam ultimatum called for Japan's 
unconditional surrender or face utter destruct ion. B-29 bomber Enola 
Gay dropped a nuclear weapon on Hiroshima on August 6. The Soviet 
Union declared war on Japan on August 8. The next day, B-29 Bock's 
Car hi t Nagasaki with the only other nuclear weapon in the United States 
arsenal. Japan accepted the Allied surrender terms on August 14. The 
Pacific War officially ended on September 2, 1945, when Japanese officials 
signed the instrument of surrender aboard USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

A. Japanese Expansion in the Pacific 

Hickam Field, Hawaii 
Wake Island 
At tu Island 
Kiska Island 

These sites are recommended for designation as National Historic 
Landmarks because they represent Japan's amazingly swift mil i tary 
expansion the length and breadth of the Pacific Ocean in late 1941 and 
early 1942. Hickam Field was Hawaii's largest and most important army 
airf ield and, on December 7, 1941, the only f ield in Hawaii large enough 
on which to land B-17 bombers. Japanese carr ier planes succeeded in 
destroying American planes on the ground at Hickam and at other f ie lds, 
thus gaining air superior i ty to proceed with the attack on American 
warships in Pearl Harbor. 

Wake Island became a symbol of hope for Americans in the dark days 
following Pearl Harbor when its small defense force beat back Japan's 
f i rs t attempt to capture the is land, the only incident in the Pacific War 
where coastal defenses thwarted a landing force. When Japan captured 
the island in a second attempt, "Remember Wake" became a ral lying c ry 
for Americans determined to reverse the course of events in the Pacific. 
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Attu and Kiska islands at the western end of the Aleutians were the only 
North American te r r i to ry that Japan seized in World War I I . Their 
capture was Japan's only morsel of success to come out of the 
simultaneous Battle of Midway where heavy Japanese losses proved to be 
the turn ing point in the Pacific War. The successful recapture of Attu 
by American forces, f ight ing in the area of the world's worse weather, 
forced the Japanese to withdraw secretly from Kiska in a br i l l iant 
maneuver. American airf ields developed on At tu allowed for the bombing 
of the Kurile Islands in northern Japan at a time when Japan was 
otherwise beyond the range of Allied planes. 

B. The United States Home Front 

San Francisco Port of Embarkation, California 
Camp Pendleton Marine Corps Base Landing Beaches, California 
Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Washington 
Japanese-American Internment Camp, Manzanar, California 

These sites are recommended for designation as National Historic 
Landmarks because they represent various aspects of the nation's efforts 
to deal with the war both at home and in support of the f ight ing forces 
in the Pacific. 

San Francisco Port of Embarkation was the principal port on the West 
Coast for delivering the personnel, materiel, weapons, and ammunition to 
the f ight ing fronts in the Nor th , Central , South, and Southwest Pacific. 
It overcame great adversities in vast distances and rapidly changing 
strategic situations to achieve its mission which was vital to Allied 
success. 

The Landing Beaches at Camp Pendleton are prime representatives of the 
many sites in the United States and overseas at which the U.S. Marine 
Corps developed and perfected the doctrine and t ra in ing techniques of 
amphibious warfare, the warfare that succeeded time after time, island 
after island, and landing after landing in the Pacific. 

Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, dur ing World War I I , had drydocks large 
enough to accommodate the largest battleships and a i rcraf t carr iers. The 
battleships damaged in the Pearl Harbor attack were repaired here. 
During the war it repaired and returned to duty 31 battleships, 18 
car r iers , and dozens of smaller warships. Its accomplishments 
contr ibuted to the successes of American task forces. 

The Japanese-American Internment Camp at Manzanar was the f i rs t of ten 
such camps to be established in the United States in World War I I . From 
a background of racial prejudice, mistrust , and fear, American citizens 
were uprooted from their homes, denied their constitutional r igh ts , and 
herded into primit ive camps in isolated areas for most of the duration of 
the war. Manzanar is representative of the ten camps. 
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C. Alaska and the Aleutians 

Sitka Naval Base and Coastal Defenses 
Kodiak Naval Base and Coastal Defenses 
Dutch Harbor Naval Base and Coastal Defenses 
Ladd Field 

These sites are recommended for designation as National Historic 
Landmarks because they represent the bui ld-up of Alaska's defenses from 
almost nothing in 1938 to a position of increasing strength by the time of 
the Japanese attack on Dutch Harbor and occupation of the western 
Aleutians in 1942. 

Sitka's role in Alaska's defenses was important in the f i rs t months of the 
war. The naval air station was the only defensive base in all of 
Southeast Alaska in the months following Pearl Harbor. Its patrol planes 
ranged the coastal f iords and the Gulf of Alaska dur ing the uncertain 
months following Pearl Harbor. 

Kodiak, defended by coastal a r t i l le ry , grew into a strong advanced naval 
base in time for the Japanese attack on the Aleutians. When the attack 
came, Kodiak became the advanced command post for the army, army air 
force, and navy in Alaska. After these command posts moved forward in 
1943, Kodiak continued to make ai r , ship, and submarine patrols in the 
North Pacific. 

Dutch Harbor, defended by Fort Mears, was the navy's far thest west 
base in Alaska when war came. Bombed for two successive days in 1942 
when the Japanese invasion of the western Aleutians occurred, Dutch 
Harbor remained an important base throughout the war. Besides 
patrol l ing the North Pacific and Bering Sea, it served as a control point 
for Soviet ships carry ing lend-lease supplies from North America to 
Siberia. 

Ladd Field began as an Army Air Corps cold-weather experimental 
station. During the war, it became the cri t ical t ransfer site for American 
lend-lease planes from American crews to Soviet f l yers . By 1945, nearly 
8,000 mil i tary aircraf t were t ransferred to the Soviet Union at Ladd Field 
for duty on the Russian f ron t . 

D. The United States Central Pacific Drive 

Kwajalein Island 
Roi-Namur Islands 
T r u k Atoll 
Saipan Island 
Tinian Island 
Peleliu Island 
B-29 Enola Gay 
B-29 Bock's Car 

These sites and objects are recommended for designation as National 
Historic Landmarks because they represent the most important incidents in 
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the American dr ive across the Central Pacific, 1944-1945, which 
contributed to the unconditional surrender of Japan. 

Kwajalein Island was the scene of the United States' most devastating 
land, sea, and air bombardment in the Central Pacific. U.S. Army 
amphibious troops captured Kwajalein and nearby islands after four days 
of b i t ter f ight ing in February 1944, its being the f i r s t Japanese ter r i tory 
captured by the U.S. Army in combat, 

Roi-Namur Islands were captured by a U.S. Marine Corps amphibious 
force in the start l ing short time of less than two days. This was the 
Marines' f i r s t conquest of Japanese te r r i t o r y . The swift capture of 
Kwajalein Atoll allowed American forces to speed up the schedule for 
fu ture advances in the Central Pacific. 

T ruk Atoll was long considered the Japanese Gibraltar of the Pacific. In 
a two-day raid by carr ier aircraft of the U.S. Navy, Truk 's usefulness 
as a base for the Japanese navy was forever destroyed. The 
simultaneous American invasion of Enewetak Atoll in the Marshails was 
assured of success. 

Saipan marked the United States' breaking the inner line of Japanese 
defenses in the Pacific. Af ter its conquest, Saipan became a base for 
B-29 bombers for the long-range bombing of the Japanese homeland. 

T in lan, the second of the Northern Marianas islands to fall to U.S. 
forces, was the scene of the U.S. Marine Corps' perfect amphibious 
landing in the Pacific. American Seabees quickly constructed the world's 
largest wartime airf ield on Tinian for the bombing of Japan. From here, 
two nuclear weapons were flown to Japan to destroy Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, events that contr ibuted to Japan's surrender and the end of 
the worldwide war. 

Peleliu Island was the scene of the most protracted battle of the Central 
Pacific. Here, Japanese forces ski l l fu l ly arranged their defenses in 
depth, in contrast to earl ier batt les, and infl icted heavy casualties on the 
American invaders. In the end, the Americans won, br inging to a close 
the Central Pacific dr ive that Admiral Nimitz's forces had begun a year 
earl ier. 

B-29 Enola Gay carried out the grave mission of dropping the world's 
f i rs t nuclear weapon on Hiroshima, Japan, in August 1945, an event that 
led to the conclusion of World War II and forever changed the course of 
world events. 

B~29 Bock's Car dropped the United States' second, and last, nuclear 
weapon on Nagasaki, Japan, br ing ing home to the Japanese government 
the fu t i l i t y of continuing the war. Japan surrendered f ive days later. 
The wor ld , at last, was at peace. 
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PREVIOUSLY DESIGNATED SITES 

A. National Historic Landmarks 

Alaska - - Skagway Historic Distr ict and White Pass, June 13, 1962. 
Skagway was the ocean terminus of the White Pass and Yukon Route and 
Canol pipeline, both of which contr ibuted mightly to the construction of 
the Alaska Highway and a system of airf ields across northwestern Canada 
to Alaska for the movement of a i rcraf t and supplies for Alaska's and the 
Soviet Union's defenses. 

California—Mare Island Naval Shipyard, May 15, 1975. The f i r s t per
manent U.S. naval installation on the Pacific Coast, Mare Island repaired 
warships of the Pacific Fleet throughout the war. 

Hawaii — U.S. Naval Base, Pearl Harbor, January 29, 1964. On December 
7, 1941, a surprise Japanese attack destroyed American air strength in 
Hawaii and sank or damaged the principal ships of the U.S. Fleet in the 
Pacific, beginning the Pacific war. (Batt leship USS Arizona at Pearl 
Harbor has since become a national memorial in the national park system.) 

New Mexico—Trinity Site, December 21 , 1965. Here, the world's f i r s t 
nuclear device was exploded in July 1945. 

Texas—USS "Texas", December 8, 1976. Battleship Texas served in two 
campaigns in the Pacific War, Iwo Jima and Okinawa. 

B. National Register of Historic Places 

Alaska: Fort Abercrombie State Historic Site, October 27, 1970. 
P-38G Ligthning Fighter A i rc ra f t , A t t u , June 26, 1979. 
D-24D Liberator Bomber A i rc ra f t , A tka, July 26, 1979. 

California: Fort Mason, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, 
Apr i l 25, 1972. 

Manzanar War Relocation Center, July 30, 1976. 

Guam: Agat Invasion Beach, March 4, 1975. 
Hill 40, March 4, 1975. 
Orote Field, June 18, 1975. 
Asan Ridge Battle Area, July 18, 1975. 
Asan Memorial Beach Park, August 7, 1975. 
Matgue River Valley Battle Area, Apr i l 3, 1975. 
Piti Coastal Defense Guns, December 22, 1976. 
Dungcas Beach Defense Guns, December 22, 1976. 
Matagua Hill Command Post, June 10, 1975. 
Asan Invasion Beach, February 14, 1979. 
Mount Tenjo Forti f ications, March 13, 1979. 
Japanese Light Tank, Model 95, December 19, 1979. 
Yokoi's Cave, January 16, 1980. 
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Hawaii: Palm Circle Historic Distr ic t , Fort Shatter, determined el igible, 
1981. 

Kwajalein Atol l : Kwajalein Island Batt lef ield, determined el igible, 
August 1980. 

Roi-Namur Batt lef ield, determined eligible, 
August 1980. 

Majuro Ato l l : Marshall Islands War Memorial Park, September 30, 1976. 

Ponape: Japanese Ar t i l l e ry Road and Pohndolap Area, September 30, 
1976. 

Saipan: Banzai Cl i f f , August 27, 1976. 
Suicide Cl i f f , September 30, 1976. 
Isley Field, determined eligible, July 1980. 

T in ian: North Field Historic Distr ic t , determined el igible, August 23, 
1982. 

Truk Ato l l : Japanese Army Headquarters, Dublon, September 30, 1976. 
Tonotan Guns and Caves, Moen, September 30, 1976. 
T ruk Lagoon Underwater Fleet, September 30, 1976. 

OTHER SITES STUDIED 

Wheeler Field, Oahu, Hawaii. Principal Army Air Force f ighter base in 
Hawaii. Heavily attacked by Japanese aircraf t on December 7, 1941. 
Many aircraft destroyed on the ground and personnel casualties 
contributed to Japanese air supremacy for the attack on the fleet in Pear! 
Harbor. 

Kaneohe Naval Air Station, Oahu, Hawaii. Base for naval patrol planes, 
nearly all of which were destroyed, along with hangars, by Japanese 
planes on December 7, 1941, giving Japanese aircraft a free hand for 
their attack on the fleet in Pearl Harbor. 

Midway Island. Failed objective of the Japanese fleet in 1942 when the 
U.S. Navy decisively defeated the Japanese at the Battle of Midway, the 
turn ing point of the Pacific war. Midway was heavily bombed and strafed 
dur ing the batt le. 

Japanese Balloon-Bomb Site, Bly, Oregon. The site of the only North 
American casualties result ing from Japan's 1944-1945 balloon-bomb 
operation against the continent. Of the nearly 10,000 balloons launched, 
only this one caused casualties, ki l l ing a woman and f ive ch i ldren. The 
site is called the Mitchell Recreation Area. 

Whittier Cutoff, The Alaska Railroad. Constructed and operated by the 
U.S. Army to provide an alternative shorter railroad route from tidewater 
to the inter ior mil i tary posts than that of the por t of Seward. 
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Atka. The most westerly of the Aleutian Islands from which the Army 
and the Navy removed the Aleut inhabitants and placed them in a foreign 
environment in Southeast Alaska for the duration of the war. 

Marks Field, Nome. Refueling and repair f ield for Soviet fe r ry pilots 
f ly ing nearly 8,000 lend-lease planes from Ladd Field near Fairbanks to 
Siberia. Also used for the transport of diplomats and missions between 
the United States and the Soviet Union. 

Palm Circle, Fort Shatter, Hawaii. Headquarters (Pineapple Pentagon) 
and residence of the Commanding General, U.S. Army Forces in the 
Central Pacific Area. L t , Gen. Robert C. Richardson, J r . , occupied the 
position from 1942 to 1945. Fort Shatter is believed to be the site of an 
army review for President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1944. 

CINCPAC Headquarters, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Headquarters for Adm. 
Chester W. Nimitz, Commander in Chief, Pacific, from 1942 to 1944 when 
he moved to Guam. 

Enewetak Atol l , Marshall Islands. Captured by U.S. forces in February 
1944, Enewetak became an important airf ield for the neutralization bombing 
of Japanese installations on Wake, Ponape, and T r u k . 

Air f ie ld 2, Ponape, Caroline islands. Admiral Nlmitz's Central Pacific 
forces bypassed Ponape, but American air power continued to keep the 
island neutralized for the remainder of the war. Considerable evidence of 
this bombing is found at Japanese Air f ie ld 2. 

A i r f ie ld , Yap, Caroline Islands. Like Ponape, Yap was a bypassed 
island. Considerable evidence of the Japanese airfield remains: 
revetments, bomb craters, ant ia ircraf t guns, and f ive wrecked Zero 
f ighter planes. 

Uli thi Atoll Lagoon. Captured without opposition by U.S. Army forces, 
Ulithi became an important fleet anchorage for the U.S. Navy, 
part icular ly for the invasion of Okinawa in 1945. 

French Frigate Shoals, Hawaii. Refueling site for two Japanese aircraft 
that made a nuisance raid on Oahu in 1942; later, a modest American 
defense base. 

Ewa Marine Corps Air Station, Oahu. Attacked by Japanese planes on 
December 7, 1941, l i t t le remains of the station from that date. It is now 
part of a larger naval air stat ion. 

Opana Radar Site, Oahu. Location of a mobile radar where two American 
soldiers picked up the incoming Japanese planes on December 7, 1941. 
Although the soldiers reported their observations, no action was taken at 
military headquarters. 

Johnston Island. Shelled several times by Japanese ships and 
submarines in December 1941, t iny Johnston Island was later great ly 
enlarged by dredging and became a fe r ry ing and refueling stop for 
a i rcraf t f ly ing to the South and Southwest Pacific. 

10 



Fort Stevens, Oregon. A Japanese submarine shelled the for t at the 
mouth of the Columbia River in June 1942. All shells missed their mark. 

Japanese-American Internment Camps: Tule Lake, California; IV)inidQka/ 

Idaho; Heart Mountain, Wyoming; Topaz, Utah; Grenada, Colorado; Poston 
and Rivers, Arizona; and Rohwer and Jerome, Arkansas. While site 
integr i ty varies from camp to camp, l i t t le evidence of the wartime 
internments remains. 

Fort Glenn, Umnak, Alaska. Its airf ield was buil t in secrecy before the 
1942 Japanese attack on nearby Dutch Harbor. Umnak's f ighters engaged 
some of the Japanese planes, shooting down three or four of them with a 
loss of two of their own. 

Amchitka, Alaska. This a i r f ie ld , close to Japanese-held Kiska, became 
operational in February 1943. From then unti l the Japanese withdrew in 
July, Amchitka's planes bombed the enemy-held Aleutians. 

Shemya, Alaska. Occupied by United States forces short ly after they 
recaptured A t t u , Shemya became an air base, sharing with A t tu air raids 
on Japan's Kuri le Islands. Although a 10,000-foot runway for B-29 
bombers was constructed on Shemya, it was abandoned for the superior 
f l y ing conditions found in the Marianas when they were captured in 1944. 

Harbor Defenses, Seward, Alaska. By the time the U.S. Army 
completed construction of coastal batteries and harbor defenses at 
Alaska's principal port and railroad terminus, the danger of Japanese 
attack had greatly eased. 

Majuro Ato l l , Marshall Islands. Although Majuro was the f i rs t Japanese 
te r r i t o ry to be captured in World War I I , the fact that the Japanese had 
abandoned it a year earlier diminished the significance of the event. 

Rota, Mariana Islands. Rota was a bypassed island in the Central 
Pacific Campaign. Some evidence of the Japanese period remains: sugar 
mill ru ins , a coastal g u n , and a hospital cave. 

Angaur, Palau. Near Peleliu, Angaur was invaded by U.S. Army troops 
at the same time. Following the relatively easy capture of this is land, 
the army force moved to Peleliu to complete the capture of that bloody 
island. 

Northwest Field, Guam. One of two B-29 bomber fields constructed on 
Guam for the long-range bombing of the Japanese homeland. The field 
became operational in early 1945. 

11 



NPS Form in;900 
i3-82) NHL - WWII PACIFIC 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries—complete applicable sections 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS U M only 

received 

date entered 

1. Name 
historic Hickam Field 

and or common H i c k a m A i r F o r c e B a s e 

2. Location 
street & number not for publication 

city, town _X_ vicinity of Honolulu 

state Hawaii code 15 county Honolulu code 003 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
X district X public 

building(s) private 
structure both 
site Public Acquisition 
object in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 

commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 

_X_ military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name U.S. Department of the Air Force 

street & number 

city, town Washington vicinity of state D.C. 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. u - s - Department of the A i r Force 

street & number 

city, town Washington state D.C. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title has this property been determined eligible? yes A no 

date federal state county — local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition Chech one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered _X_ original site 

good ruins -X_ altered — moved date 
fair - . unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The A r m y A i r Corps establ ished Hickam Field southeast of Pearl Harbor Naval 
Base on Oahu , Hawai i , in 1935. The p r i nc ipa l a rmy f ie ld in Hawai i , Hickam was 
the on ly one large enough to handle the B-17 bomber . T h r e e runways formed a 
t r i a n g l e . Today , these runways are e i t he r tax iways o r a i r c r a f t pa r k i ng areas, 
o ther r unways in o the r locations now s e r v i n g the base. On the no r thwes t side 
of t he fo rmer no r theas t - sou thwes t r u n w a y are the p r inc ipa l fea tures and 
s t r u c t u r e s tha t were a t tacked b y Japanese a i r c r a f t on December 7, 1941. 
Ad jacent to the runway and paral le l to i t is the f l i g h t l i ne , on which a i r c r a f t 
were pa rked at the t ime of the a t t ack . 

Nor thwes t of the f l i g h t l i ne , f rom southwest to no r theas t are the fo l lowing 
s t r u c t u r e s : hangar 35, a h u g e , double hangar hav ing t w i n , rounded roo f s ; a 
row of s tee l - f rame hangars a r r anged in pa i r s—hanga rs 15 and 17, 11 and 13, 7 
and 9 , and 3 and 5; no r theas t of hangar 5 is the a i r operat ions b u i l d i n g ; and 
beyond i t is one more pa i r of h a n g a r s , 2 and 4. Al l t he hangars , i nc lud ing 
those damaged in the Japanese a t t a c k , are essent ia l ly as o r i g i na l l y c o n s t r u c t e d . 
Some of them reta in evidence of the at tack such as bu l l e t - sp l a t t e r s in concrete 
columns a n d , in one ins tance , a bu l l e t hole clear t h r o u g h a steel co lumn. The 
h a n g a r s , l i ke o ther ea r l y s t r u c t u r e s at H ickam, have elements o f t he a r t - d e c o 
s ty le of a r c h i t e c t u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y on t h e i r c o r n e r s . 

Nor thwest of hangars 7 and 3 is the h u g e , r e i n f o r c e d - c o n c r e t e , t h r e e - s t o r y 
fo rmer a i rmen's b a r r a c k s , now t he headqua r te rs of the Paci f ic A i r Force as well 
as a personnel cen te r . In 1941 the ba r racks was home fo r 3,000 en l is ted men 
and was cal led Hale Makai . Japanese planes bombed and s t ra fed the b u i l d i n g , 
se t t i ng i t on f i r e . The bomb and f i r e damage has long s ince been r e p a i r e d , 
b u t a la rge number of spa t te r holes remain on the e x t e r i o r walls where bu l le ts 
h i t t he conc re te . Cer ta in modi f icat ions have been made to the s t r u c t u r e ' s 
ex terna l appearance. The most notable of these Is a b r o a d , t w o - s t o r y co r r i do r 
j o i n ing two wings at the no r theas t end of the b u i l d i n g , wh ich creates an 
impos ing , b u t compat ib le , en t rance to the Pacif ic A i r Force o f f i ces . 

In the square on wh ich t he a i r opera t ions b u i l d i n g is located, no r theas t of 
hangars 3 and 5, the A i r Force d isp lays a small co l lec t ion of a i r c r a f t . These 
planes do not p a r t i c u l a r l y re late to Wor ld War II and are no t inc luded in the 
recommendat ion. 

The recommended h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t inc ludes the f l i g h t t ine, h a n g a r s , a i r 
opera t ions b u i l d i n g , and the former b a r r a c k s . The d i s t r i c t and s t r u c t u r e s 
b o r d e r i n g on i t , together w i th the t rop ica l l andscap ing , make Hickam an area of 
d i s t i n c t v i sua l cha rm . Here , one cap tu res the fee l ing of the p re -Wor ld War I I 
m i l i t a r y env i ronment in Hawai i , as well as coming Into con tac t w i th the phys ica l 
damage of the s u r p r i s e a t t a c k . 



8. Significance 

Period 
..__ prehistoric 

1400-1499 
1500-1599 

___-. 1600-1699 
___. 1700-1799 
__ 1800-1899 
X. 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric - community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 

..._ communications 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 

Specific dates December 7, 1941 

. _ conservation 
. __ economics 

education 
_. engineering 
__. exploration settlement philosophy 

industry politics government 
_ invention 

Builder Architect 

— religion 
— science 
. - sculpture 
— _ social/ 

humanitarian 
— theater 
— transportation 
— other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The bombing and s t r a f i n g of Hickam Field was an impor tan t ob jec t ive of the 
Japanese task fo rce t h a t a t tacked Oahu on December 7 , 1941. The success of 
the Japanese a t tack on t he Amer ican f leet in Pearl Harbor was dependent on the 
des t ruc t i on of Amer ican a i r power f o r two reasons: t h a t Amer ican a i r c r a f t not 
i n t e r f e re w i t h the a t tack i t se l f , and t h a t t h e y not i n t e r f e r e w i t h the successfu l 
w i t hd rawa l of the task fo rce once i ts mission was completed. On both accounts , 
the Japanese c a r r i e r planes achieved overwhe lming success. H ickam, along w i th 
o the r m i l i t a r y f ie lds on Oahu , was rendered helpless when s i x t y pe rcen t of 
Japan's s t r i k i n g fo rce was concent ra ted aga ins t a i r c r a f t and a i r f i e l d s . A l t hough 
Japan exper ienced immediate v i c t o r y , the s u r p r i s e a t tack un i t ed t he Amer ican 
people in a f i e rce des i re to reverse t he i r losses. The planes were rep laced , 
the s t r u c t u r e s were r e b u i l t , the dead were r e v e r e d , and t he nat ion began the 
long s t r u g g l e to res tore i ts posi t ion in the Pac i f ic . 

Hickam Field 

Hickam F ie ld , adjacent to Pearl Harbor Naval Base, was es tab l ished in 1935 as 
Hawaii 's p r i nc ipa l a rmy a i r f i e l d and bomber base. I t was named in honor of L t . 
Co l . Horace Meek H ickam, a pioneer av ia to r who had been k i l led in an a i r c r a f t 
acc ident the year before at For t C r o c k e t t , Texas . In 1941, Hickam was the 
on ly a i r f i e l d in Hawaii hav ing runways long enough to handle the B-17 F ly ing 
For t ress bombers , wh ich were a r r i v i n g in Hawaii in inc reas ing numbers . A t 
tha t t ime, the a i r f i e l d was the headquar te rs of the Hawaiian A i r Force, whi le 
operat ional u n i t s assigned to i t inc luded the E ighteenth Bombardment Wing and 
the Hawaiian A i r Depot . Hickam was a handsome post a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , an 
ou t s tand ing f ea tu re be ing the m a s o n r y - c l a d , octagonal water tower t ha t stood 
171 feet t a l l . T h i s landmark was cons idered to be one of t he most beau t i fu l 
man-made s t r u c t u r e s on O a h u . Almost as imposing was the recen t l y completed 
ba r racks b u i l d i n g adjacent to the a i r c r a f t hanga rs . The cons t ruc t i on 
quar te rmas te r had wanted to bu i ld several smaller ba r racks d ispersed ove r a 
wide area , b u t the A rmy A i r Corps had ins is ted on one s t r u c t u r e la rge enough 
to house 3,000 en l is ted men. Cons t ruc t i on costs fo r the sp raw l i ng bu i l d i ng 
amounted to $6 m i l l i on . 
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On Sunday , December 7, 1941, f i f t y - o n e planes were on the g r o u n d at H ickam, 
most of them bombers. A . f l i g h t of twe lve B - 1 7 S were expected to a r r i v e f rom 
the mainland tha t m o r n i n g . 

The A t tack 

Also on the morn ing of December 7, 275 miles n o r t h of O a h u , Japanese p i lo ts 
aboard s ix a i r c r a f t c a r r i e r s rece ived f ina l i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r t h a t day ' s miss ion . 
The a i r a t tack on Oahu was to be executed b y two waves of a i r c r a f t each 
composed of t h ree g r o u p s . The f i r s t wave's p r ima ry t a r g e t was the ba t t lesh ips 
and ca r r i e r s ( t he c a r r i e r s were absen t ) in Pearl H a r b o r , b u t the a i r f i e lds were 
to be h i t f i r s t to p r e v e n t a coun te ra t tack aga ins t the Japanese bombers and 
to rpedo p lanes. I f t he Japanese met w i t h no oppos i t ion in t h e a i r , t h e y were to 
d e s t r o y g rounded p lanes . The second wave's mission was s imi la r , except t h a t 
the a t tack on the a i r f i e lds was to p r e v e n t a coun te ra t t ack against the task fo rce 
i t se l f . 

The f i r s t wave of 183 planes (43 f i g h t e r s , 49 h igh - l eve l bombers , 51 
d i v e - b o m b e r s , and 40 to rpedo p lanes) s t r u c k Oahu at 7:55 a .m . A t Hickam 
F ie ld , Japanese Zero f i g h t e r s and Val d i ve -bombers s t ra fed and bombed the 
f l i g h t l ine and h a n g a r s , concen t ra t ing on the B-17 bombers . In the midst of 
the a t t a c k , the twe lve bombers f rom the mainland a r r i v e d , una rmed , 
u n s u s p e c t i n g , and low on f u e l . The Japanese at tacked them in the a i r b u t most 
of thenru succeeded in land ing at Hickam where t h e y were at tacked on t he 
g r o u n d . Later t h a t m o r n i n g , a f te r the Japanese lef t O a h u , four of Hickam's 
bombers succeeded in g e t t i n g in to t he a i r to s e a r c h , i n v a i n , f o r the enemy 
task f o r ce . The second wave of 167 planes s t r u c k Oahu at 8:40 a . m . 
D i ve -bombers , h i g h - a l t i t u d e bombers , and f i g h t e r s h i t Hickam Field in two 
g r o u p s . B y 9:45 a . m . the Japanese at tack was o v e r . 

1 . The other principal airf ields on Oahu in 1941 were: 
Wheeler, an army f ighter plane base, adjacent to Schofield Barracks 
Ewa, a Marine Corps f ie ld , west of Pearl Harbor 
Ford Island, carr ier aircraf t f ie ld , in Peart Harbor 
Kaneohe, naval base for Catalina patrol planes, on windward Oahu 

By late 1941, the army was enlarging Bellows Field, near Kaneohe, for B-17s 
which were beginning to cause congestion at Hickam. 

2. One B-17 crash-landed at Bellows Field, br inging that area to the attention 
of the Japanese. Another made a forced landing on a golf course. 
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Hickam took s tock of i ts wounds . Abou t hal f of i ts planes had been des t royed 
or severe ly damaged. Th ree h a n g a r s , 9 , 13, and 15, had been d i r e c t l y h i t , 
hangar 13 being reduced to a tw i s ted r u i n . Hangars 7 and 11 had been 
damaged when a bomb exploded between them. The Hawaiian A i r Depot was 
la rge ly d e s t r o y e d . Several base fac i l i t i es , i nc lud ing the f i r e s t a t i on , chape l , 
and gua rdhouse , had been damaged. The b ig ba r racks had been repeated ly 
s t ra fed and bombed and a po r t i on of the s t r u c t u r e was on f i r e . Many enl is ted 
men had been at b reak fas t when the a t tack began . A bomb h i t t he mess hal l in 
the center of the b u i l d i n g , where 35 men were k i l l e d . Fi f teen cooks who had 
taken she l te r in a cold s torage were all k i l led f rom concuss ion . Al l t o l d -
Hickam's casual t ies amounted to 121 men k i l l e d , 274 w o u n d e d , and 37 miss ing . 

While the Japanese had succeeded in t h e i r ob jec t i ves , t hey had i gno red the v i ta l 
repa i r fac i l i t ies and the gasol ine s torage tanks at Hickam, Pearl H a r b o r , and 
elsewhere on Oahu . Hickam Field q u i c k l y emerged f rom the a t tack s t r onge r 
than be fo re , p lay ing an impor tan t role in World War II and in Pacif ic wars 
s ince . T o d a y , i t is the headquar te rs of the Pacif ic A i r Force. 

3. Tota l army casualt ies on Oahu amounted to 218 k i l led and 364 wounded o r 
m iss ing . Naval casualt ies were much heav ie r , 2,008 k i l led and 710 wounded . 
The army had 77 planes des t royed and 128 damaged; and t h e navy and Mar ine 
Corps lost 87 a i r c r a f t and had 31 damaged. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property — 8 9 . 3 acres 

Quadrangle name P u u l o a 

UTM References 
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Quadrangle scale 1:24,000 
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Northing 
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Verbal boundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 

See cont inuat ion sheet 

List all states and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or coun ty boundar ies 

state code county code 

code county code 

Form Prepared By 

name/title Erwin N. Thompson, Historian 

organization National Park Service, Denver Service Center date August 9, 1984 

street & number 7 5 5 P a r f e t Street teiephone <303) 234-4509 

city or town Denver 
state 

Colorado 80225 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

For NPS use only 
fe I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

™_ date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest? data 

Chief of Registration „ ^ . ^ 

U . S . GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 O - 419-311 
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BOUNDARY 

Beg inn ing at a po in t a t t he sou thwes t co rner of the in te rsec t ion of V icke rs 
Avenue and E S t r e e t , t hen in a s t r a i g h t l ine sou theas te r l y along t he west c u r b 
of E S t ree t to i t s i n te rsec t ion w i t h Hangar A v e n u e , t hen in a s t r a i g h t l ine 
n o r t h e a s t e r l y along the sou th c u r b of Hangar Avenue f o r 1,000 feet to i ts 
i n te rsec t ion w i t h an unnamed s t r ee t coming f rom the southeast , then in a 
s t r a i g h t l ine in a sou theas te r l y d i rec t i on along t he west c u r b of t h i s unnamed 
s t r e e t t o i t s i n te rsec t ion w i th Freedom A v e n u e , t hen in a s t r a i g h t l ine 
sou thwest along the n o r t h c u r b of Freedom Avenue to i ts in te rsec t ion w i t h F 
S t r e e t , t hen southeaster ly in a s t r a i g h t l ine along t he west c u r b of F S t ree t to 
the po in t where t he f l i g h t l ine's and the former runway ' s boundar ies meet, then 
in a s t r a i g h t l ine southwest along t h i s boundary f o r a d is tance of 3,200 fee t , 
then in a s t r a i g h t l ine no r thwes t 900 feet to t he west s ide of the west doors o f 
hangar 35, then in a s t r a i g h t l ine southwest along the southeast end of hangar 
35 to 1st S t r ee t , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine along the east c u r b of 1st S t ree t f o r a 
d is tance of 600 fee t , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine nor theas t along the no r thwes t end 
of hangar 35 to B S t r ee t , then i n a 

s t r a i g h t l ine southeast along the west c u r b of B S t ree t to i t s in te rsec t ion w i th 
Hangar A v e n u e , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine nor theas t along t he sou th c u r b of 
Hangar Avenue to i t s i n te rsec t ion w i th D S t ree t , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine 
no r thwes t along t he east c u r b of D St reet to i t s i n te rsec t ion w i t h V ickers 
A v e n u e , t hen in a s t r a i g h t l ine no r theas t a long t h e sou th c u r b of V i cke r s 
Avenue to the po in t of b e g i n n i n g . 
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1. Hickam Field and Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, ca. 1941. Ford Island is on extreme 
left. Hickam's row of double hangars and runways are right center. 

Courtesy, National Archives 



2. Hangar No. 11, Hickam Field, December 7, 1941. 

Courtesy, Defense Audiovisual Agency 



3. Hickam F i e l d ' s hangars today. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson October 1983 

4. En l i s ted men's b a r r a c k s , Hickam F i e l d , December 7, 1941, 

Courtesy, Defense Audiovisual Agency 



5. Casualties at the enlisted men's barracks, Hickam Field, December 7, 1941. 

Courtesy, Defense Audiovisual A g e n c ^ M j ^ ^ ^ ^ f _ M ^ ^ ^ , ^ ^ ^ 

6. Bullet holes still pockmark the barracks' walls. The structure now is an 
administrative building. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson October 1983 



7. In 1941, this handsome s 

Photo by E.N. Thompson 

„ucs„se was she headouassess Eos Hichas, rield. 

October 1983 

8. The 1941 air operations building at Hickam Field. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson 
October 1983 



9. Hickam Field's water tower, a local landmark, 
the tower was covered with camoflage paint. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson 

Following Che Japanese attack, 

October 1983 
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received 

date entered 

1, Name 
historic Wake Island 

and or common 

2- Location 

street & number not tor publication 

city, town vicinity of 

state Pacific Ocean code — county code — 

3, Classification 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 

_ X s i t e 
object 

Ownersh ip 
X public 

private 
both 

Public Acqu is i t ion 
in process 
being considered 

Status 
occupied 
unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
X yes; restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 

_XL military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name United States A i r Force 

street & number 

city, town Hickam A i r Force Base _X vicinity of Honolulu state Hawaii 96853 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 15th A i r Base Wing 

street & number Pacific Air Force 

city, town Hickam A i r Force Base state Hawaii 96853 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title None has this property been determined eligible? yes _X_ no 

date federal state county — local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

tditton Check one Check one 
lexcellent deteriorated unaltered _K original site 
good X, ruins X altered — moved date 

_X_ fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Wake- Is land is a coral atol l compr ised of t h r e e is lands closely s u r r o u n d e d b y a 
reef . The is lands fo rm a V ; Wake, t he la rges t i s l and , forms the apex o f the 
V , whi le Peale and Wilkes is lands are the t i p s . The sides of the V are about 
f i ve miles in l e n g t h ; the c i rcumference is twe lve mi les; and to ta l land area 
amounts to 2,600 ac res . The is lands are r e la t i ve l y f l a t , t he h ighes t elevat ion 
above sea level is 21 fee t . Coconut palms are not na t ive to Wake; the l and , 
where i t has not been c lea red , is covered w i th t h i c k , s c r u b b y vege ta t ion . No 
sources of f r esh water ex i s t except r a i nwa te r . Wake is sub jec t to f ie rce 
t y p h o o n s , and permanent s t r u c t u r e s are des igned t o w i t hs tand such s to rms . 
Good roads connect t he t h ree i s lands , a causeway, b u i l t b y Seabees in 1946, 
leading f rom Wake to Wilkes ( i n 1941, naval boats f e r r i e d between the t w o ) , and 
a steel and p lank b r i d g e j o in ing Wake and Peale. Paral le l ing t h i s b r i d g e are 
t he r u i n s of a Japanese-bu i l t causeway. 

Wake Island 

Wake Island p rope r is the center of opera t ions t oday . Detachment 4 , F i f teenth 
A i r Base Wing operates the a i r f i e l d and I ts commanding o f f i ce r is t he is land 
commander. A con t rac to r employs about 400 c i v i l i ans , most ly F i l i p inos , to 
p rov ide s u p p o r t ac t i v i t i e s . The 10,000- foot r u n w a y lies east and west along the 
southern f l ank o f the i s l a n d , on the same al ignment as the sho r te r 1941 
r u n w a y . A d m i n i s t r a t i v e of f ices a re in a l a r g e , modern termina l b u i l d i n g . 
Serv ice and maintenance shops ex tend n o r t h f rom the east end of t he r u n w a y . 
Beyond these is a huge water catchment t h a t col lects ra inwa te r . Paral le l ing the 
eastern shore is a large hous ing complex, now most ly abandoned. Ano ther 
hous ing a rea , f o r c i v i l i ans and v i s i t o r s and complete w i t h mess and recreat ion 
fac i l i t i es , is a t t he no r thwes t end of Wake, on the s i te of the p re -wa r 
con t rac to r ' s ' camp, Camp Two . - Petroleum storage fac i l i t ies stand at the 
southwest end of the i s l a n d , where an en t rance channel and small boat ha rbor 
have been d r e d g e d between i t and Wi lkes. The en t rance channel o r i g i na l l y led 
in to t he lagoon b u t is now closed o f f b y the causeway jo in ing Wake and Wi lkes. 

Post -war deve lopments , such as the r u n w a y and hous ing deve lopments , have 
el iminated evidence of t he Japanese occupa t ion , 1941-1945, f rom par ts of the 
i s l and . Ye t , much remains: t he admi ra l t y command post near the b r i d g e to 
Peale, more t han t w e n t y concre te p i l lboxes on the ocean beaches, f o u r 
semici rcular bombproof b lockhouses, an unusua l rock -wa l led a i r c r a f t reve tmen t , 
an an t i a i r c ra f t gun b a t t e r y (no weapons ) , ammunit ion magazines, several 
bombproof s torage b u i l d i n g s , and the r u i n s o f t he Japanese power p l an t . A long 
the beach on e i the r s ide of the east end of t h e r u n w a y are la rge complexes of 
col lapsed wood and ear th b u n k e r s . In t h i s r u b b l e are an 8 - inch gun 
emplacement and p a r t s of a coastal s e a r c h l i g h t . 

1 . A l t h o u g h an a t o l l , Wake is o f f i c ia l l y cal led an i s l a n d , in the s ingu la r f o r m . 
The o r i g i n s o f t h i s usage seem to be t he p r e - w a r U .S . Navy 's des i re to 
d i s t i ngu i sh Wake f rom other a to l l s , most of wh ich were Japanese t e r r i t o r y . 
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Less remains f rom the 1941 American b u i l d - u p . The most impressive features 
are t h ree large r e i n f o r c e d - c o n c r e t e , i g l oo - t ype magazines wh ich p layed 
impor tan t roles d u r i n g t h e f i g h t i n g . A 3 - i n c h , U . S . a n t i a i r c r a f t g u n , M3, 
1941, is mounted as a memorial in the c i v i l i an res ident ia l area. Th i s weapon is 
bel ieved to be a ve te ran of the ba t t le f o r Wake. Post -war memorials inc lude a 
monument dedicated to U .S . Mar ines , a monument f o r the Japanese ga r r i son 
which was erected b y Japan A i r L ines , and a chape l . A l l t h ree are across the 
road f rom t he a i r t e r m i n a l - A i r Force headquar te rs b u i l d i n g . 

Wilkes Island 

Wilkes is unoccupied t oday . Petroleum s torage t a n k s s tand near i ts east end 
and a nav iga t ion beacon s tands in the center of a la rge c leared area a t i ts west 
e n d . An incomplete en t rance c h a n n e l , wh ich was being d redged at the t ime of 
the Japanese a t t a c k , almost b isects t he i s l a n d . T h i s channel was being 
cons t ruc ted fo r a proposed submar ine base. West o f t he channe l , a maze o f 
Japanese rock -wa l led t renches and r i f l e - p i t s ( " sp ide r ho les" ) remains near a 
lone American a n t i a i r c r a f t gun emplacement. A simi lar complex is found east o f 
the channe l . One o r two a n t i - t a n k d i t ches p r o t e c t t he shores . The most 
po ignant reminder o f the war is a large coral bou lder l y i ng on the lagoon 
beach. Carved on th i s Pr isoner of War Rock is "PW,5 -10 -43 . " The unknown 
c a r v e r had to have been one of 98 Amer ican c i v i l i ans on Wake whom the 
Japanese k i l led later in 1943. 

Peale Island 

Peale Is land is also unoccup ied except f o r two o r th ree people l i v i ng near t he 
b r i d g e . Elsewhere on the is land are two o r t h r e e beach houses, an airmen's 
open-s ided beach c l u b , an open-s ided t hea te r , and o the r modest recreat ional 
f ac i l i t i es . Toward the west end is an abandoned U .S . Coast Guard loran 
s ta t i on . The west end i t se l f has been set aside as a b i r d sanc tuary and is 
o f f - l i m i t s . ( A t sunse t , the a i r is b lack w i th b i r d s coming back to l a n d . ) 

Peale is covered w i t h the wreckage of war . Ruins of t he Pan Amer ican ho te l , 
o u t b u i l d i n g s , and c l ipper , p i e r ; t he Navy 's seaplane ramp and concre te aircraft 
p a r k i n g a rea ; and t he concre te f l oo rs and lower wal ls o f several naval a i r 
s ta t ion s t r u c t u r e s s u r v i v e . Japanese r u i n s on Peale a re ex tens i ve . A t least 

2 . The re is some confus ion in of f ic ia l records whe ther the Navy o r Pan 
American cons t ruc ted t he seaplane ramp. The w r i t e r bel ieves the Navy d id t he 
work as p a r t of i ts naval a i r s ta t ion and t h a t Pan Amer ican used t he f ac i l i t y 
when i t resumed opera t ions in t he Pacif ic a f t e r the wa r . 
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s ix la rge a n t i - t a n k d i tches are e x t a n t . Many i n f a n t r y r i f l e - p i t s remain along 
t he seaward sho re . A few u n d e r g r o u n d s t r u c t u r e s ex i s t in t h e , i n t e r i o r of the 
i s l and , as do ear then revetments t h a t once contained b u i l d i n g s . One ex i s t i ng 
f rame b u i l d i n g , sunk in to the e a r t h , is poss ib ly Japanese. I f so , i t is a ra re 
s u r v i v o r inasmuch as few f rame b u i l d i n g s of Japanese cons t ruc t i on remain in the 
Cent ra l Paci f ic . The po r t i on of the ocean shore in f r o n t of t he naval a i r 
s ta t ion r u i n s on Peale is p ro tec ted by a concrete seawal l . Whether i t was 
cons t ruc ted b y Amer icans or Japanese cannot be de te rm ined . In the middle of 
the wall a p i l l box has been inco rpora ted t h a t is de f i n i t e l y of Japanese des ign . 
On t he n o r t h w e s t coast of t he is land stands a huge 8 - inch Japanese g u n of 
B r i t i s h manu fac tu re . While the gun t ube is s o u n d , t he steel sh ie ld ing a round 
the weapon has g r e a t l y r u s t e d away , a tes t imony to t he excessive hum id i t y of 
t rop ica l i s lands . Nearby , a large e a r t h - c o v e r e d , concre te ammunit ion magazine 
may be e n t e r e d . O the r ea r then mounds in t h i s v i c i n i t y may conta in s t r u c t u r e s 
b u t any ent rances have been b u r i e d . Not f a r f rom the g u n , t oward t he wes t , 
is a semic i rcu la r concre te b lockhouse . Inscr ibed on I ts roo f , wh i le t he concre te 
was s t i l l we t , is " 1 0 - 4 - 4 2 , " p robab l y the w o r k of another doomed Amer ican 
c i v i l i a n . 

Reg re t t ab l y , no phys ica l ev idence remains of t h r e e 5 - inch naval gun bat te r ies 
t h a t were on Wake in 1941, one on each i s l and . With these g u n s , U .S . Marines 
d r o v e o f f t he enemy's f i r s t invas ion f o r c e . 

Post -war cons t ruc t i on has been la rge ly r e s t r i c t e d to Wake Is land p r o p e r . The 
U .S . Navy occupied t he is land f rom 1945 to 1947, us ing i t as a re fue l i ng stop 
f o r t r ans -Pac i f i c naval and army t r a n s p o r t f l i g h t s and a weather s t a t i o n . The 
Federal Av ia t i on Admin i s t ra t i on ( F A A ) oversaw commercial and m i l i t a r y Pacif ic 
f l i g h t s f rom 1947 to 1972. D u r i n g th is per iod many of the modern s t r u c t u r e s 
now found on the is land were b u i l t . With t he i n t r oduc t i on of l ong - range je t 
a i r c r a f t , Wake was no longer r equ i red as a re fue l i ng stop and the FAA 
re l i nqu i shed i ts fac i l i t i es t o t h e U . S . A i r Force in 1972. 

Areas Recommended fo r Nomination 

The areas recommended fo r nominat ion as a National H is to r ic Landmark a re : 

Peale I s land . A l l of Peale Is land so as to inc lude all Japanese s t r u c t u r e s , 
e a r t h w o r k s , weapons, and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ; the r u i n s of the Pan Amer ican A i rways 

3. I t is l i ke ly t h a t add i t iona l u n d e r g r o u n d s t r u c t u r e s ex i s t t h a t are not now 
d isce rn ib le on t he s u r f a c e . T h e Japanese en l is ted g a r r i s o n of nea r l y 4,000 was 
housed on Peale. 
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es tab l ishment ; and the r u i n s of the U .S . Naval A i r S ta t i on . Features on Peale 
not inc luded are the abandoned U .S . Coast Guard S ta t i on , p r e s e n t - d a y 
recrea t ion fac i l i t i es , and employee res idences. 

Wilkes I s land . A l l o f Wilkes Island so as t o inc lude al l Japanese s t r u c t u r e s , 
e a r t h w o r k s , and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ; the U .S . a n t i a i r c r a f t gun emplacement; and the 
Pr isoner o f War Rock. Features on Wilkes not inc luded are t he nav iga t ion 
beacon and pet ro leum storage t a n k s . 

Wake I s l and . A l l areas t h a t have Japanese s t r u c t u r e s and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , 
i nc lud ing command pos ts , b lockhouses , p i l l b o x e s , power p lan t , s to rehouses, 
magazines, a i r c r a f t reve tments , 'gun emplacements, r i f l e - p i t s , and e a r t h w o r k s ; 
the two memorials to t he U . S . Marines and Japanese f o r ces ; and the American 
ammunit ion magazines. Features on Wake Is land not inc luded are al l pos t -wa r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , such as t h e r u n w a y , t a x i w a y s , a i r c r a f t and o ther maintenance 
areas and b u i l d i n g s , a i r t e r m i n a l - h e a d q u a r t e r s , water ca tchments , res ident ia l 
a reas , and petro leum storage areas. 

Also recommended fo r nominat ion are t he b r i d g e and causeway between Wake 
and Peale i s lands , the en t rance channel between Wake and Wilkes i s lands , and 
the un f i n i shed channel on Wilkes. Not inc luded are t he small boat h a r b o r and 
the causeway between Wake and Wi lkes. 



8. Significance 

Period 
^prehistoric 
l l 400-1499 

TL 1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_X. 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric - _ community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

1941-1945 

conservation 
economics 
education 

_ . engineering 
exploration-settlement 
industry 
invention 

Builder Architect 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 

...X- military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

_.. religion 
science 

.__ sculpture 
_ social/ 

humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The success of the U .S . Marines in d r i v i n g o f f the f i r s t Japanese invasion 
at tempt at Wake, j u s t th ree days a f te r the Japanese des t royed most of the 
ba t t lesh ips o f the Pacif ic Fleet a t Pearl H a r b o r , was of t he utmost impor tance to 
t he morale of the Amer ican people. T h e apocrypha l message f rom t he Marine 
commander, "Send us more J a p s , " became the r a l l y i n g c r y of the nat ion at a 
t ime of d a r k despa i r . When Wake fe l l to t he Japanese j u s t before Chr is tmas 
Eve, 1941, nat ional sent iment to ge t on w i t h the war rose to a new p i t c h . 
"Remember Wake" became almost as popu la r a pa t r i o t i c slogan as "Remember 
Pearl H a r b o r . " Also s ign i f i can t is the fac t t ha t the Mar ines ' success against 
the f i r s t Japanese at tack was t h e on l y time in t he Pacif ic War tha t coastal guns 
d r o v e o f f an amphibious l a n d i n g . 

The c a p t u r e of Wake was impor tan t to Japan f o r th i s removed a t h r e a t to i ts 
l ine o f defense f rom T o k y o to t he Marshal l Is lands and i t was a step closer to a 
f u t u r e t a r g e t , Midway. 

F o r t i f y i n g Wake 

Named fo r a B r i t i sh sea cap ta i n , William Wake, who passed by in 1796, Wake 
Is land remained unclaimed fo r ano ther c e n t u r y . T h e iso la ted , water less atol l 
d rew l i t t le i n te res t in i t se l f . Distances alone helped to expla in i ts neg lec t : 
2,300 miles f rom Hono lu lu , 1,985 miles f rom T o k y o , and 1,510 miles f rom Guam. 
Commo. Char les Wi lkes, U .S . N a v y , v i s i t ed Wake in 1840 on his famous voyage 
of e x p l o r a t i o n , b u t the Uni ted States took l i t t l e o ther i n te res t in the speck of 
land un t i l i t went to war w i th Spain in 1898. With the acqu is i t ion of Hawai i , 
Guam, and the Ph i l i pp ines , the Un i ted States saw the importance Wake could 
have in t rans -Pac i f i c communicat ions. 

On Ju l y 4 , 1898, U .S . A rmy T r a n s p o r t Thomas d ropped anchor o f f the i s l and . 
Maj. Gen. Wesley M e r r i t t went ashore , claimed the island fo r the Un i ted Sta tes , 
and raised the Stars and S t r i p e s . 

1 . The Japanese a t tacked Wake on December 10, Hawaiian t ime, o r December 
1 1 , Wake t ime. A l so , Wake is Z\ hou rs beh ind Hawai i . 

2 . In 1922, Edwin H. B r y a n , H o n o l u l u , d iscovered a sect ion of a f l ags ta f f on 
Wilkes Is land that had "USAT THOMAS" bu rned on i t . In 1899, the Navy 
landed on Wake and again took formal possession. Edwin H. B r y a n , J r . , 
American Polynesia and the Hawaiian Chain ( H o n o l u l u , 1942), p. 211 ; Capt . 
E.A. Junghans , USN, "Wake, 1568-1946," U .S . Mar ine Corps Records , World 
War I I , Washington National Records Cen te r , S u i t l a n d , M D , here ina f te r c i ted as 
WNRC. 
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in 1923, a jo in t sc ient i f i c exped i t ion sponsored by Yale U n i v e r s i t y and Bishop 
Museum, Hono lu lu , exp lo red and cha r ted Wake, naming the t h ree is lands f o r 
Capta in Wake, Commodore Wi lkes, and T i t i an Peale, who was Wilkes' n a t u r a l i s t . 
Pres ident F r a n k l i n D. Roosevelt s igned an Execut ive O r d e r in 1934 g i v i n g t he 
Navy Depar tment j u r i s d i c t i o n ove r t he i s land . 

Pan American A i r w a y s app l ied in 1935 fo r permission to es tab l ish a seaplane 
base at Wake f o r i ts " C l i p p e r " f l y i n g boats , t he pioneer t r ans -Pac i f i c a i r r o u t e : 
San Franc isco, Hawai i , M idway , Wake, Guam, Mani la, and la te r , Hong Kong . 
Permission g r a n t e d , a supp l y sh ip reached Wake in May 1935. Peale Is land was 
selected as the base s i t e ; a one -s to ry hotel was cons t ruc ted ( the f l i g h t across 
the Pacif ic t hen took s ix d a y s ) , hyd ropon ic vegetable gardens were es tab l i shed , 
and t he essent ial ra inwate r catchments were b u i l t . The f i r s t C l i ppe r swooped 
into the lagoon w i t h i n two months , beg inn ing once-a-week t r ans -Pac i f i c s e r v i c e . 

Not u n t i l 1938 d i d t he Navy take a ha rd look at Wake, when a board of o f f i ce rs 
recommended i ts development as an o u t l y i n g base. Congress app rop r i a t ed the 
f u n d s , and t he c o n t r a c t o r , MorrJson-Knudsen Company of Boise, Idaho, a r r i v e d 
on the is land in January 1941. B y December, the con t rac to r had a fo rce o f 
1,146 c iv i l i ans on the is land and the work of b u i l d i n g a naval a i r s tat ion was 65 
percen t completed. The necessary equ ipment and mater ia ls were on hand to 
complete cons t ruc t i on b y the summer of 1942. 

The 1st Defense Ba t ta l i on , U .S . Marine C o r p s , unde r Maj . James P.S . 
Deve reaux , began a r r i v i n g on Wake in A u g u s t 1941 and es tab l ished a t e n t camp 
at the southwest end o f Wake Is land (Camp O n e ) . B y Oc tobe r , 15 o f f i ce rs and 
373 Marines were on the i s land . T h e i r days were f i l ted w i th wo rk : 
c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e i r own q u a r t e r s , emplacing coastal and a n t i a i r c r a f t g u n s , 
re fue l i ng b y hand B-17 bombers en rou te to the Ph i l i pp ines , and ac t ing as 
s tevedores when s u p p l y sh ips a r r i v e d . T h e i r s t r e n g t h was augmented on 
December 4 w i th the a r r i v a l of Maj . Paul A . Putnam's Mar ine F igh te r Squadron 
211 w i t h twe lve F4F3 Grumman Wildcats f l y i n g in f rom c a r r i e r USS En te rp r i se . 
Major Devereaux was superseded as' is land commander on November 28 w i th the 
a r r i v a l of Comdr . Winf ie ld Scott Cunn ingham, U .S . N a v y , who estab l ished his 
headquar te rs at Camp T w o . Comdr . Campbell Keene, U .S . N a v y , commanded 
t he naval a i r s ta t ion i t se l f . By December 7, 1941, Wake's populat ion amounted 
t o o v e r 1,700 men : 

3. Mo r r i son -Knudsen was a pa r t of a l a rge r cong lomera t ion , Con t rac to rs 
Pacif ic Navat A i r Bases, wh ich under took cons t r uc t i on at several Pacif ic is lands 
and in Alaska at t h i s t ime. 
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Navy 72 
Army Signal detachment 6 
1st Marine Defense Battalion 379 
Marine Fighter Squadron 211 59 
Pan American (mostly from Guam) 70 
Contractors, Pacific Naval Air Bases 1,146 

The island's principal defenses consisted of three batteries of 5-inch . guns 
removed from old batt leships. These two-gun batteries were set up at Peacock 
Point on the south t ip of Wake, Kuku Point at the west end of Wilkes, and Toki 
Point at the west end of Peale. Each island had a battery of four 3-inch 
ant iaircraft guns, but there were not suff icient crews to man all these weapons. 
Twenty- four .50 caliber machine guns supplemented the ant iaircraf t defense, 
and a number of .30 caliber machine guns covered the beaches. No radar had 
been instal led. The men on Wake were aware of the tense situation in the 
Pacific as 1941 drew to a close. At one point, diplomatic protocol caused Major 
Devereaux to entertain the. Japanese diplomat, Saburo Kurusu, en route to 
Washington for his infamous negotiations with the United States government. 
The f i r s t Japanese bomb fell on Pearl Harbor at 7:55 a .m . , December 7. Word 
of the attack reached Wake within an hour and a half. Immediately, battle 
stations were manned. Four Wildcats were already on pat ro l . The China 
Clipper had just left for Guam, but returned to Wake to volunteer a search 
patrol . While the Clipper was sti l l on the water, at 11:58 a.m. (2:28 p.m. 
Hawaiian t ime), eighteen Japanese bombers flew low and fast over Wake bombing 
and straf ing the a i r f ie ld . In a few seconds, 23 off icers and men of the f ighter 
squadron were dead, and another 11 wounded. Seven of the eight planes on 
the ground were destroyed, and the eighth was damaged. The Japanese made a 
second run over Peale Island h i t t ing the naval air station and Pan American 
installations, kil l ing ten civi l ians. As quickly as they had ar r ived, the enemy 
planes disappeared, returning to Roi airf ield at Kwajalein Ato l l , 720 miles away. 

On each of the next two days, 27 bombers returned to the attack. The new 
naval-civi l ian hospital at Camp Two was destroyed and 21 men ki l led. Two of 
the 5-inch guns were damaged. A large store of dynamite at the new channel 
on Wilkes was detonated. The attacks were not one-sided though; Marine pilots 
shot down three of the bombers. New hospitals were established in two of the 
four igloo magazines on the east side of Wake. 

Just after midnight on the morning of December 11 (December 10 in Hawaii), 
island defenders sighted flashing l ights of f -shore, indicating that a Japanese 
task force had ar r ived. At daybreak, the warships closed Peacock Point and, 
apparently believing that Wake had been seriously weakened by bombing, 
turned to the northwest, parallel to the south shore, f i r i ng and closing as they 
proceeded. The Marines held thei r f i re unt i l the vessels were within ranges of 
from 4,500 to 6,000 yards. Within minutes, a Japanese destroyer was sunk and 
two cruisers, two destroyers, and a transport were damaged. The Japanese 
force withdrew from the action with all possible speed. 
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The f o u r s u r v i v i n g Wildcats took to t he a i r armed w i th two 100-pound bombs 
and .50 ca l iber machine guns each. Expend ing t h e i r ammunit ion w i t h speed , 
t h e y r e t u r n e d t o t he f i e ld f o r more ( two planes each managed to make fou r 
sor t ies before d is tances became too g r e a t ) . Cap t . Hen ry T . E l r od , USMC, who 
a l ready had two bombers to h is c r e d i t , b y some l ucky chance go t one o f h is 
small bombs below t he decks of a d e s t r o y e r . A f i r e s ta r ted and w i t h i n t h i r t y 
miles of Wake, t he des t roye r blew up and sank . 

Cons iderab ly wiser and poo re r , the Japanese r e t u r n e d to t h e i r naval base at 
Kwaja le in . The Marines and c i v i l i ans who had vo lunteered to help were 
Jub i lan t . T h e on l y ser ious damage t h a t occu r red was to E l rod 's plane t h a t had 
been h i t b y Japanese f i r e and c rashed on l a n d i n g . Wake's a i r power was down 
to t h r e e planes and one of them needed its eng ine rep laced. The two operab le 
planes soon had to take o f f again when 18 Japanese planes bombed Peacock 
Point at 9:45 a .m. Th i s ra id was as. f r u i t l e s s as the task f o r c e ' s , and the 
Marines claimed t h ree down and a " p r o b a b l e . " T h a t e v e n i n g , Commander 
Cunn ingham o rde red a common g rave p repa red fo r Wake's dead , m i l i t a r y and 
c i v i l i a n . On th i s same d a y , Guam fel l to the Japanese. 

D u r i n g the next eleven d a y s , the Japanese bombed Wake e igh t t imes. 
Devereaux 's ear th and log command post was blown up and he set up a new 
headquar te rs \n one of t he igloo magazines where Wake's sole remain ing rad io 
r epo r t ed t he is land 's fa te to the ou ts ide w o r l d . Enemy planes systemat ica l ly 
demolished e v e r y t h i n g above g r o u n d and t he s u r v i v o r s q u i c k l y learned to l ive 
u n d e r g r o u n d . On December 20, a navy pa t ro l bomber a r r i v e d f rom Pearl 
Ha rbo r bea r ing mail and news. For a b r i e f t ime, rumors spread tha t a task 
fo rce f rom Pearl was coming f o r the re l ie f of Wake. 

On December 21 and 22 , Japanese c a r r i e r planes f rom Soryu and H i r y u roared 
over the i s land . Wake's de fenders real ized t h i s s ignaled the approach of 

4 . A t t he t ime , Marines t h o u g h t t he sh ip was a c r u i s e r . 

5. I t was more t han a rumor . A task fo rce centered a round c a r r i e r USS 
Saratoga depar ted Pearl Harbor December 15. When the Japanese landed on 
Wake in t h e i r second assau l t , t he task fo rce was 425 miles f rom the i s land . 
Even be fo re news of Wake's s u r r e n d e r was rece i ved , Pearl Harbor reca l led the 
s h i p s . Samuel Eliot Mor ison, The Ris ing Sun in the Paci f ic , 1931 - A p r i l 1942 
( B o s t o n , 1948, r e p r i n t 1982), p p . 235-252. 

6. Both c a r r i e r s had pa r t i c i pa ted in t he a t tack on Pearl H a r b o r . 
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another Japanese invasion f o r c e . In the second c a r r i e r s t r i k e , Wake's two 
s u r v i v i n g a i r c r a f t took to t he a i r . One p i lo t was wounded b u t managed to 
b r i n g his damaged plane d o w n , b u t i t would never f l y aga in . The o the r Marine 
p i lo t d id not r e t u r n . Major Putnam gathered the remnants of his a i r f o rce and 
repor ted to Major Devereaux fo r d u t y as g r o u n d t r o o p s . As darkness fel l on 
Wake, the de fenders observed f lashes of l i gh t at sea. 

A f t e r t he repu lse at Wake, Rear Admira l Sadamichi Kaj ioka had reorgan ized his 
task fo rce at Kwajalein A t o l l . For a week the en la rged fo rce t r a i ned in land ing 
exerc ises . I t sor t ied on December 20 and proceeded to Wake. The two ca r r i e r s 
were a l ready in the area. A suppo r t g r o u p of s ix c ru i se r s took s tat ion east of 
Wake in the event Amer ican forces advanced f rom Pearl Ha rbo r . The enemy 
p l a n , wh ich was rea l i zed , was to have land ing c r a f t place t roops at Peacock 
Point on Wake Is land and on the south shore of Wilkes w i th the mission of 
s i lenc ing the 5- inch gun ba t t e r i es . Meanwhi le, two d e s t r o y e r t r a n s p o r t s would 
head s t r a i g h t f o r the reef on the south side of Wake at 12 knots and 
de l ibe ra te ly beach themselves to ensure t h a t t he t roops reached the shore . 

A t 2:45 a . m . , December 23, the two t r a n s p o r t s rammed the reef and began 
d i sgo rg i ng f rom 500 to 800 Special Naval Land ing Force t r o o p s . Facing them 
were 85 Mar ines , i nc lud ing a hand fu l of Marine ai rmen unde r Capta in E l rod . 
The Marines had emplaced a 3 - inch gun near the r u n w a y and opened f i r e on the 
t r a n s p o r t s , se t t i ng them on f i r e . Machine guns along the beach added t h e i r 
s u p p o r t , and the 5- inch guns on Peale Is land f i r e d across the lagoon at the 
vessels . E l rod 's men were fo rced back to the gun pos i t ion where they held out 
f o r s ix hours whi le s u r r o u n d e d by some 200 enemy. In the e n d , Elrod was 
shot and k i l l e d . A navy capta in wro te of the ga l lant Mar ine , "No one present 
c o n t r i b u t e d more to the defense of the is land than h e ; p robab l y no one 
c o n t r i b u t e d as m u c h . " A t 5:30 a . m . , Commander Cunn ingham radioed his 
famed repo r t to Pearl H a r b o r , "Enemy has landed. Issue in d o u b t . " 

The Japanese advanced across the r u n w a y , slowed tempora r i l y by machine gun 
f i r e b u t f ann ing ou t to the west and east. Small pockets of Marines in t he i r 
rear cont inued to res i s t . Abou t 6:00 a . m . , a g r o u p of 40 Marines establ ished a 
l as t - d i t ch l ine across the is land in the v i c i n i t y of Devereaux 's command pos t . 

Meanwhile on Wilkes I s l and , Mar ine a r t i l l e r ymen took on t he 100-man Japanese 
fo rce land ing t h e r e . A l t h o u g h the enemy q u i c k l y o v e r r a n the 3- inch 
a n t i a i r c r a f t b a t t e r y , the Marines p reven ted the Japanese f rom expand ing t h e i r 
beachhead. A t d a w n , coun te ra t t ack ing f rom east and wes t , the Marines o v e r r a n 

7. Junghams, "Wake , " p . 12. 
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the Japanese pos i t i on , p rac t i ca l l y ann ih i l a t i ng t he enemy. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , Cap t . 
W. McC. Piat t was unable to contac t Devereaux b y radio to in form him of the 
Wilkes success. Back on Wake, Devereaux could see Japanese f lags f l y i n g on 
Wilkes and assumed t h a t t he is land had been los t . Piatt ga the red h is men and 
two p r i sone rs and s ta r ted fo r Wake. 

i n h i s command p o s t , Devereaux had lost con tac t no t o n l y w i t h Wilkes Island 
b u t w i t h h is Marines a t Peacock Point (wh ich apparen t l y had been o v e r r u n ) and 
Camp One. He was able to reach Cunn ingham at Camp Two and cal led him to 
d iscuss the s i t u a t i o n . Cunn ingham in formed him tha t he had learned the re 
would be no re l ie f f rom Pearl H a r b o r . A t 9:00 a . m . , Cunn ingham decided to 
s u r r e n d e r and so in formed the Mar ines . Devereaux , armed w i t h a whi te f l a g , 
advanced sou th along the road u n t i l ' h e met a Japanese o f f i c e r . For the next 
s ix h o u r s , escor ted by a Japanese g u a r d , he t r u d g e d ove r Wake o r d e r i n g his 
d i sbe l i ev ing men to s u r r e n d e r . When he reached Wilkes I s l a n d , he learned of 
the Mar ines ' successfu l de fense. 

American casual t ies f rom December 8 to 23 were est imated a t 109 k i l l ed : 49 
Marines ( i n c l u d i n g 33 f rom Squadron 211) , 37 con t rac to r c i v i l i a n s , 13 naval 
pe rsonne l , and 10 Pan Amer ican employees. The Japanese took about 1,600 
p r i s o n e r s , o f whom 450 were m i l i t a r y pe rsonne l . Japanese losses f o r t he per iod 
were est imated at 700 k i l led on l a n d , a t sea, and in t he a i r . 

Wake Under the Ris ing Sun-

Amer icans on Wake spent a ra i ny Chr is tmas Day , 1941, camped in t he open air. 
T h a t even ing they moved in to the ba t te red ba r racks a t Camp Two . The 
Japanese immediately p u t ab le-bod ied p r i soners to w o r k cons t r uc t i ng 
f o r t i f i ca t i ons and improv ing the a i r f i e l d , us ing Amer ican heavy equipment and 
mater ia ls . M i l i t a r y and the impor tan t c i v i l i an p r i sone rs were evacuated to China 
on January 12, 1942. A small g r o u p of wounded personnel was sh ipped 
separate ly to Japan. On September 30, 1942, al l remain ing p r i sone rs except 98 
c i v i l i a n s , were t r a n s p o r t e d to p r i son camps in Ch ina . The 98 men reta ined on 
Wake were heavy equ ipment opera to rs whose sk i l l s t he Japanese r e q u i r e d in 
b u i l d i n g the advanced base. No w o r d was heard of these men un t i l a f t e r t he 
war , when i t was learned tha t in October 1943, fo l low ing an Amer ican c a r r i e r 

8. I t is apparen t t h a t l i t t l e r a p p o r t ex is ted between the two o f f i c e r s . A f t e r 
the w a r , both wro te books de fend ing t h e i r i nd i v i dua l v iews concern ing events 
on Wake. Cunn ingham was b i t t e r when he learned t h a t Devereaux and the 
Marines were rega rded as heroes , whi le he , t he is land commander, was v i r t u a l l y 
i g n o r e d . 
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s t r i k e , the Japanese commander, Rear Adm. Shigumatsu Saka ibara , o rde red 
them sho t . The k i l l i ng took place on the n o r t h s h o r e ^ t Wake I s l and , poss ib ly 
on or near t he s i te of a g rove of i ronwood t rees t oday . 

Japan's defenses on Wake were subs tan t i a l . App rox ima te l y 65 pieces of a r t i l l e r y 
r ang ing f rom cap tu red Amer ican 3- inch a n t i a i r c r a f t guns to 8 - inch coastal g u n s , 
were reve t ted w i t h co ra l . T w e n t y - f o u r l i gh t t anks were b r o u g h t to the i s land . 
A i r c r a f t s t r e n g t h peaked at 55 bombers and f i g h t e r s in A p r i l 1943. The 
combined army and navy ga r r i son on Wake reached a total of more than 4,400, 
the last s i gn i f i can t re in forcement a r r i v i n g in Janua ry 1944 j u s t p r i o r to the 
American invas ion of the Marshal ls . 

D u r i n g 1942, the Un i ted States paid re la t i ve l y l i t t le a t ten t ion to the Japanese 
b u i l d - u p on Wake. In Feb rua ry 1943, Vice Adm. William F. Halsey, J r . , led an 
aerial and naval bombardment on Japanese pos i t i ons . A rmy bombers , s tag ing 
t h r o u g h M idway , ra ided the is land in June . As 1943 p rogressed and the 
Uni ted States p repared f o r i ts d r i v e t h r o u g h the Cent ra l Pac i f ic , the number 
and i n t ens i t y of a t tacks inc reased. In Oc tober , a s i x - c a r r i e r task fo rce ca r r i ed 
ou t a t w o - d a y operat ion against Wake w i th both c a r r i e r and land planes 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g . Th i s a t tack succeeded in e l iminat ing Japanese a i r s t r e n g t h on 
the is land and des t royed n ine ty percen t of t he b u i l d i n g s . The cap tu re of 
Kwajalein and Enewetok atol ls in the Marshal ls in Feb rua ry 1944 gave the 
Americans add i t iona l bases f o r launch ing land planes against the i s l and . By 
ear ly 1944, an a i r and naval blockade of Wake was complete. The last Japanese 
supp l y sh ip reached the is land in December 1943. On ly an occasional submar ine 
a r r i v e d at Wake d u r i n g the res t of the war . Food suppl ies became despara te ly 
s h o r t . I t was est imated t h a t 1,500 men d ied as a r esu l t o f ma lnu t r i t i on by 
A u g u s t 1945. In a d d i t i o n , the Uni ted States al lowed a Japanese hospi ta l sh ip to 
remove near l y 1,000 ma lnu t r i t i on cases in Ju l y 1945. 

Admira l Sakaibara s u r r e n d e r e d Wake on September 4 , 1945, on ly 1,240 men 
remain ing in h is command. The American decis ion to bypass the is land and to 
neut ra l i ze i t had p roven wise. Wake Is land p repared to resume i ts role in 
t r ans -Pac i f i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and communicat ions. 

9. Admira l Sakaibara was executed on Guam in June 1947. 

10. A rmy bombers had at tempted ear l ie r t ha t month to bomb Wake, b u t were 
unable to f i n d i t . Maj . Gen. Clarence L. T i n k e r , commanding g e n e r a l , Seventh 
A i r Force, and his plane d isappeared in the Pacif ic on th i s f l i g h t . 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

The boundary is the outer edge of the reef that surrounds Wake Island so as to 
include the reef, the three islands, and the lagoon. This boundary 
encompasses alt American and Japanese s t ructures, earthworks, for t i f icat ions, 
and weapons that are found over all of the three islands from the period 1941 
to 1945. I t includes the reef where Japanese forces landed. It also includes 
the land areas on Wilkes and Wake where f ight ing occurred and the land area 
on Peale where Japanese enlisted men were garr isoned. 

All post-war developments, while within this boundary, do not contr ibute to the 
significance of Wake's World War II history and are exempted. 









2. Entrance to an American igloo-type magazine. In 
December 1941, two of these magazines served as hospitals, 
one was the Marines' command post, and only the fourth 
continued to store aerial bombs. Only three remain. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson October 1983 

5. One of five Japanese semicircular blockhouses, each 
with three embrasures, on Wake. They are modified 
versions of the circular, four-embrasure blockhouses 
found on Rol and Saipan Islands. 



7. Rock-walled Japanese trench on Wilkes. A number of 
these trenches have survived as well as rifle pits and 
earthen personnel shelters. 

Photo by E.N. Thompoon October 1983 

9. Peale Island. Concrete ruins of a large building at 
the American naval air station which was still under con
struction when Japan attacked. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson October 1983 



11. Frame structure Inside an earthen revetment on Peale. 
If Japanese, it Is a rare survivor of this type of con
struction. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson October 1983 

12. Japanese 8-inch coastal gun on Peale overlooking the 
Pacific Ocean. Japan purchased this type of weapon from 
Great Britain. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson October 1983 
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1, Name 

historic A t t u Batt lef ield and U.S. A rmy and Navy Air f ie lds on A t t u 

and or common 

2. Location 

street & number A t t u Island in the Aleut ian Islands not for publication 

city, town vicinity of 

state Alaska code 02 county code 010 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 

.X_ site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
X public 

private 
both 

Public Acqu is i t ion 
in process 
being considered 

Status 
_X_ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessib le 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 

X government 
industrial 

..X__ military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 

____ transportation 
_X_ other; Refuge 

4. Owner of Property 

name U.S. Fish and Wi ld l i fe Service, Dept. of the Interior 

street & number 1011 E. Tudor Road 

city, town Anchorage vicinity of state Alaska 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. U.S. Fish and Wildl i fe Service 

street & number 1011 E. Tudor Road 

city, town Anchorage s t a f e Alaska 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title A t t u , Study of Alternatives has this property been determined eligible? _X- yos no 

date 1968 _X- federal 

depository tor survey records N ationa I Park Service 

city, town Washington 

state county ___ local 

state D.C. 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X original site 
good —K ruins _X_ altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Attu Island is the site of the only World War II battle on the North American 
Continent. Today, evidence of the desperate battle is profuse on its eastern 
end: thousands of shell and bomb craters in the tundra ; Japanese trenches, 
foxholes, and gun emplacements; American ammunition magazines and dumps; 
and spent cart r idges, shrapnel, and shells are to be found at the scenes of 
heavy f i gh t ing . The steel-matted runways at Alexai Field and the asphalt 
runways at the U.S. naval air station exist , the latter being sti l l operable. 
Portions of deteriorating piers sti l l stand at Massacre Bay. The post-battle 
roads may yet be t raced, although only f ive miles are st i l l maintained. A 
number of steel, igloo-type magazines for bomb storage remain at the naval 
station. A coastal radar stat ion, disguised to look like a water tower remains 
at Murder Point. The only occupants today are 24 U.S. Coast Guard men who 
operate a long-range navigation stat ion. A small U.S. Air Force seismic 
transmitter is unmanned. 

At tu is at the western end of the Aleutian Chain, 1,500 air-miles (2,000 miles 
via the chain) southwest of Anchorage, 500 miles east of the USSR mainland, 
and 750 miles east of the Kuri le Islands. Located between the cold Bering Sea 
and the warm Japanese Current of the North Pacific, At tu 's volcanic mountains 
and tundra valleys are subjected to year-round vicious storms (will iwaws) and 
dense fogs that make it one of the most forbidding regions in the wor ld . The 
island has no trees and the lower levels are covered with spongy tundra and a 
variety of plants. 

The principal water features of eastern At tu are Holtz Bay, Chichagof Harbor, 
and Massacre Bay. The Aleut vil lage of At tu stood at the head of Chichagof 
Harbor. I t was destroyed dur ing the battle and no trace remains. 
Archeological sites of earlier Aleut settlements are also found there. The 
Japanese forces landed at Holtz Bay in June 1942, constructed defense positions 
there, and established headquarters eventually at At tu vi l lage. In May 1943, 
U.S. forces landed on the north and south coasts': at Red Beach and Austin 
Cove on the nor th , and Massacre Bay on the south, b i t ter f ight ing occurr ing 
unti l the two forces joined in Jarmin Pass. The Americans next captured the 
rugged high country known as Fishhook Ridge, then began a dr ive through 
Clevesy Pass towad Chichagof Harbor. The battle ended when the Japanese 
made a last fanatical charge against the pass which ended in their annihi lat ion. 
Most sites contain evidence of the batt le. 

American army engineers and naval seabees quickly constructed air f ie lds, 
roads, and quonset camps over the eastern end of the is land, of which v iv id 
evidence remains today on the slow-to-heal tundra . Besides the runways and 
ammunition magazines, a remarkable feature that sti l l exists is a 
3,133-foot- long, bombproof storage tunnel cut through a ridge near Clevesy 
Pass. Also noteworthy is a dilapidated post-batt le mil i tary chapel, standing 
alone on the Hogback above Massacre Bay. In f ront are a few pine trees, 
planted by U.S. troops, that sti l l surv ive the will iwaws. Also near Clevesy 
Pass, on Engineer Hi l l , the last goal of the Japanese, are trenches, foxholes, 
tent pegs, barbed wire, coal pi les, and other relics of the war. In recent 
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times, two memorials have been erected on Engineer Hill in honor of the 
Japanese commander, Colonel Yasuyo Yamasaki. At the Coast Guard station on 
Massacre Bay is a memorial dedicated to the American naval, a i r , and ground 
forces that recaptured A t t u . 

Many American combat aircraft were lost dur ing the Aleutian Campaign, both to 
enemy action and to fierce weather conditions. Today, in Temnac Valley west 
of Massacre Bay, is the wreckage of a P-38 twin-engine f ighter plane 
(L igh tn ing) . It has been nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. 

Because of its isolated location, the terr ib le weather, and a lack of 
t ransportat ion, few visi tors come to Attu 's battlefield today. The entire island 
is a part of the Aleutian Islands National Wildlife Refuge, which is administered 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of the Inter ior. The 
U.S. Coast Guard station is operated under permit from the Interior 
Department. 

The significant historic features pertaining to the battle for At tu and for the 
post-battle bombing of Japan's Kurile Islands are: 

All the battle sites which indeed cover eastern A t t u . 

The American invasion beaches at Austin Cove and Red Beach in the north 
and Massacre Bay in the south. 

The countless bomb and shell craters found over all the battlefield on 
eastern A t t u . 

Japanese trenches, foxholes, and for t i f icat ions, known and unknown, in 
eastern A t tu . 

Aleut village site at Chichagof Harbor, which became the Japanese 
headquarters. 

Japanese landing site at West Holtz Bay and defenses there, and the 
Japanese airf ield site at East Holtz Bay. 

American ammunition magazines and dump at the head of West Massacre 
Valley. 

Post-battle coastal radar stat ion, disguised to look like a water tower, at 
Murder Point. 

American Army airf ield at Alexai Point with steel-matted runways. 
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The Navy's asphalted runways at i ts air station (also used by the Army) 
and steel, igloo-type ammunition magazines northwest of the a i r f ie ld . 

Post-battle American army chapel on the Hogback, including the pine trees 
planted by soldiers. 

Memorials to Col. Yasuyo Yamasaki and the evidence of mil i tary occupation 
on Engineer Hi l l . 

Wreckage of a P-38 twin-engine f ighter (L ightn ing) plane in Temnac 
Valley. 

Excluded from the nomination are all post-1945 s t ructures, developments, and 
trash pits in the Massacre Bay area, including the U.S. Coast Guard Loran 
Station, pier ru ins, and an abandoned concrete bui lding at Casco Cove. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_K. 1900-

archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

Specific dates 1942-1945 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 

_ . engineering 
exploration settlement 
industry 
invention 

Builder Architect 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 

X_ military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

_. religion 
_ science 
— sculpture 
_ social/ 

humanitarian 
_ theater 
_ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Summary 
The Japanese occupation of At tu and the American recapture of the island are 
significant in the history of World War II in several ways. The Japanese 
occupation, coordinated with the June 1942 attack on Midway, marked the peak 
of Japan's mil i tary expansion in the Pacific. The occupation of this remote part 
of the North American Continent created great alarm among Americans, however 
br ie f ly , that it was the beginning of an invasion of the United States through 
Alaska. The invasion also posed a serious threat to United States-Siberian 
communications (lend-lease to Russia). Signif icant, too, was the fact that tens 
of thousands of American mil i tary had now to be diverted to the Alaskan 
Theater who could have been deployed elsewhere in the Pacific. The capture of 
Attu and neighboring Kiska was important to Japan in that it was the only 
positive result to come out of the defeat of the Imperial Fleet at the Battle of 
Midway. Further, the occupation brought about the end of centuries-old 
history of Aleuts on At tu when the inhabitants were taken to Japan as 
prisoners. 

The recapture of A t tu by Americans in 1943 was signif icant because of its 
importance to the morale of the American people, who had l i t t le to cheer about 
at that time. The battle was significant in that it i l lustrated the worthiness of 
the American soldier against his enemy and it i l lustrated the loyalty of the 
Japanese soldier to his cause, when only 29 out of 2,500 survived the batt le. 
Mistakes made and lessons learned in amphibious landings, tact ics, and logistical 
planning made signif icant contributions to fu tu re U.S. Pacific operations. 
Post-battle bombing raids on Japanese te r r i to ry from At tu t ied up significant 
numbers of Japanese defense forces and demonstrated that the Home Islands 
were not safe from air attack and, perhaps, invasion from the nor th . A 
mil i tary historian has wr i t ten , " In terms of numbers engaged, At tu ranks as 
one of the most costly assaults in the Pacific. In terms of Japanese destroyed, 
the cost of taking At tu was second only to I wo Jima: for every hundred of the 
enemy on the island, about seventy-one Americans were killed or wounded. 

1. Japanese strength f igures in Japanese and American accounts vary from 
2,380 to 2,630. 

2. Stetson Conn, Rose C. Engelman, and Byron Fairchi ld, Guarding the 
United States and Its Outposts. The Western Hemisphere: United States Army 
In World War II (Washington: U.S. Government Pr int ing Off ice, 1964), p. 295. 
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Japanese Occupat ion 
In May 1942, Imperial General Headquar te rs in Tokyo o rde red an at tack on the 
Midway Is lands , w i t h the dual mission to occupy those is lands and to des t roy 
the remnants of the U .S . Pacif ic F leet , and an at tack on the A leu t ian Is lands 
f o r the purposes of d i v e r t i n g Amer ican naval forces f rom Midway , p r o t e c t i n g 
the Imperial Navy f rom an a t tack f rom t he n o r t h , and o b s t r u c t i n g communicat ion 
l inks between the Un i ted States and Russia. Hav ing b roken Japanese codes, 
the Uni ted States was a ler t to the fo r thcoming a t tacks and proceeded w i th 
defense p repa ra t i ons . A t t h a t t ime , i ts most wes te r l y bases in t he A leu t ians 
were the Dutch Harbor Naval Stat ion and the A rmy ' s Fo r t Mears at Unaiaska 
Island and a s t i l l - sec re t army a i r f i e l d on ne ighbo r i ng Umnak I s l and . The Navy 
had a ten-man weather s tat ion on Kiska Is land b u t had not succeeded in 
es tab l i sh ing a simi lar detachment" on A t t u due to foul weather . Kiska had no 
nat ive popu la t i on , bu t A t t u v i l lage boasted a s t r e n g t h of 45 A l e u t s , a Caucasian 
school teacher , and her husband who rad ioed weather repo r t s to Dutch Harbo r . 

Japan's plans for the Aleut ians called fo r a carrier air a t t ack on Du tch Harbor 
and For t Mears, a h i t - a n d - r u n assaul t on Adak I s l and , f a r t h e r ou t on the chain 
(wh ich i t e r roneous ly bel ieved to be f o r t i f i e d ) , a n d , by means of a separate 
naval task f o r ce , the occupat ion of K iska and A t t u at the end of the A leu t ians . 
The a i r a t t a c k s ' o n Unaiaska o c c u r r e d June 3 and 4 , 1942, co inc id ing w i t h the 
Bat t le of Midway. When the magni tude of the Japanese naval defeat became 
c lear , t he ra id on Adak was cancef led; b u t the invas ions of Kiska and A t t u 
proceeded as schedu led , both be ing occup ied on June 7. On A t t u , the A leu ts 
and t h e i r teacher were taken ' p r i sone r and even tua l l y removed to Japan , whi le " 
the teacher 's husband lost h is l i fe in unc lear c i r cumstances . 

While Japanese naval t roops secured K iska , the Japanese Army landed on A t t u . 
The 1,140-man fo rce consisted of i n f a n t r y , eng inee rs , and a serv ice u n i t , 
under the command of Major Matsutoshi Hosumi. A t f i r s t the Japanese planned 
to hold the is lands on l y u n t i l t he ons laugh t of w i n t e r , b u t soon dec ided to 
remain in the Aleut ians so as to deny the is lands to the enemy's use. In 
m i d - A u g u s t , the commander conc luded that the Americans were p r e p a r i n g to 
invade Kiska and decided to move the A t t u ga r r i son to t ha t i s l a n d . 

A t t u remained unoccupied un t i l the end of Oc tober , when f r esh t r o o p s , 
i nc lud ing the 303d Independent I n f a n t r y Ba t ta l i on , came f r om Japan. In A p r i l 
1943, Colonel Yasuyo Yamasaki a r r i v e d by submar ine and took command of 
A t t u ' s g row ing defenses and pa r t i a l l y completed a i r f i e l d . Despite some increase 
in Amer ican ai r a t tacks f rom newly cons t ruc ted foward bases ( A d a k , September 
1942; Amch t t ka , Feb rua ry 1943) a n d s t e p p e d - u p Amer ican naval a c t i v i t y , Japan 
succeeded in r e i n f o r c i ng its A leu t ian outposts w i th t r o o p s , armament, and 
suppl ies un t i l March 1943. 

Bat t le of Komandorski Is lands 
Determined to i n t e r d i c t Japanese convoys en rou te to the A l e u t i a n s , an American 
naval task force a r r i v e d o f f the Soviet Union's Komandorsk i Is lands west of 
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A t t u . Led b y heavy c r u i s e r Salt Lake C i t y , the sh ips ' radar p icked up a 
column of e i gh t Japanese warsh ips and two t r a n s p o r t s c a r r y i n g suppl ies fo r the 
A leut ians on March 26. Both sides opened f i r e s imul taneous ly and t he re ensued 
"an o ld - fash ioned l ong - range s h i p - t o - s h i p duel t ha t lasted almost f ou r h o u r s . " 
Both sides scored h i t s , b u t the bat t le ended inconc lus ive ly as bo th fo rces 
w i t h d r e w . B u t the Amer icans could savor one f a c t : the Japanese t r a n s p o r t s 
h u r r i e d home and Japan made no f u r t h e r a t tempt to r e i n fo r ce o r r e s u p p l y the 
A leu t ians w i t h su r face vessels . From then un t i l t he Amer ican invas ion in May, 
on ly submar ines succeeded in de l i ve r i ng a t r i c k l e of mater iel to A t t u and K i ska . 

Recapture 
By ear ly 1943, American p lann ing fo r the recap tu re o f K iska had begun in 
earnes t . The A r m y ' s Seventh I n f a n t r y D iv is ion was chosen as the land ing force 
and t ra ined in amph ib ious ' war fa re under U.S. Marine Corps Maj. G e n / H .M. 
Smi th . In M a r c h , however , su f f i c ien t sh i pp ing not being avai lable to assaul t 
the more heav i l y defended K i ska , p lanners decided to unde r t ake a smaller 
operat ion against A t t u . 

The assaul t date was set f o r May 7, 1943, u n d e r the command of Rear Admira l 
Thomas C. K i n k a i d , Nor th Pacif ic Force, w i t h Rear Admira l Francis W. Rockwell 
in charge of the amphibious phase, and Maj. Gen. A l b e r t E. B r o w n , Seventh 
D iv i s i on , t ak ing over when the t roops were es tab l ished on sho re . Bat t lesh ips 
Pennsy lvan ia , Idaho, and Nevada p rov ided f i r e s u p p o r t . 

Bad weather postponed the landings un t i l May 11 when both "the N o r t h e r n and 
Southern Land ing Forces headed fo r shore. A t Aus t i n Cove on A t t u ' s n o r t h 
sho re , a Provis ional Bat ta l ion landed and began a t o r t u r o u s ascent to the 
passes west of Holtz Bay (a f i v e - d a y ordeal that, caused f r o s t b i t e ) . A t Red 
Beach, on the no r thwes t shou lder of Holtz B a y , a bat ta l ion of the 17th I n f a n t r y 
Regiment (soon jo ined by a bat ta l ion of the 32d I n f a n t r y Regiment) and a p a r t y 
of A laskan Scouts landed unopposed and d rove south toward the Japanese 
pos i t ions at t he head o f Holtz Bay . 

Fog delayed the Sou the rn Force's ( two bat ta l ions of the 17th I n f a n t r y Regiment) 
landing at Massacre Bay un t i l late a f t e r n o o n . They too were unopposed , the 
Japanese hav ing placed t h e i r defenses on the r i dges s u r r o u n d i n g u p p e r 
Massacre Va l l ey , posi t ions, t h a t were h idden b y t h e f o g . B y e v e n i n g , however , 

3. Paul S. D u l l , A Bat t le H is to ry of the Imperial Japanese Navy (1941-1945) 
( A n n a p o l i s , 1978), p. 261 . 

4 . General Smith wi tnessed the Seventh 's amphib ious assaul t on A t t u and 
w r o t e , " I have always cons idered the land ing . . . in the dense fog of 
A t t u . . . an amphibious land ing w i thou t para l le l in ou r m i l i t a ry h i s t o r y . " 
Hol land M. Smith and Percy F i n c h , Coral and Brass (Wash ing ton , 1979) , 
p. 103. 
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both the No r the rn and Southern forces had come unde r Japanese f i r e . By May 
13, i t was apparent tha t the Southern Force's advance was stalemated by f ie rce 
Japanese res is tance; the N o r t h e r n Force, too , was making slow progress against 
a s tubbo rn foe. The remainder of the 32d I n f a n t r y landed tha t day at Massacre 
Bay . La te r , Alaska's defense f o r c e , the 4th I n f a n t r y Reg iment , also jo ined the 
f i g h t . Admira l K i n k a i d , conv inced tha t General B rown was bogged d o w n , 
re l ieved him and appo in ted A rmy Maj. Gen. Eugene M. Landrum to take 
command on A t t u . 

The Japanese p reven ted the No r t he rn and Southern forces f rom j o i n i n g , in 
Jarmin Pass, fo r a fu l l week, when the Japanese began w i t h d r a w i n g slowly 
toward Chichagof Harbor and its s u r r o u n d i n g r i dges . Two more weeks of b i t t e r 
f i g h t i n g occu r red before the Seventh Div is ion and i ts re in forcements succeeded 
in d r i v i n g the enemy from the snow-covered c l i f f s of Fishhook Ridge and 
Clevesy Pass, wh ich opened the way to Ch ichagof . 

On the n i g h t of May 29, the 1,000 s u r v i v i n g ab le -bod ied Japanese made a 
screaming banzai at tack ou t of Chichagof Harbo r , up Siddens Va l ley , and 
American posi t ions in Clevesy Pass and against Engineer H i l l , k i l l i ng and be ing 
k i l l e d . Engineer t r o o p s , b ivouacked on the ta t te r , succeeded in o rgan i z ing a 
t h i n de fens ive l ine a n d , desp i te the con fus ion , succeeded in b reak ing the 
a t t ack . The next m o r n i n g , May 30, Japan announced the loss of A t t u . For 
many days t h e r e a f t e r , however , American forces con t inued mopp ing -up 
opera t ions . 

Casualt ies were heavy on both s ides . Out of the i r f o r ce of about 2 ,500, on ly 
29 Japanese were st i l l a l i ve . Of the Uni ted States s t r e n g t h of 15,000, -550 were 
dead and 1,500 wounded . Ano the r 1,200 Americans were casual t ies to A t t u ' s 
c l imate. Inadequate f oo tgea r , espec ia l ly , caused f rozen feet and t r e n c h f o o t . 

Almost immediate ly, army engineers and naval seabees began c o n s t r u c t i n g 
a i r f i e lds on A t t u . Reject ing the Japanese r u n w a y at East Holtz Bay as 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y , army eng ineers completed a f i g h t e r f i e ld at West Hol tz (Add ison 
Va l ley ) and another f i g h t e r f i e ld on Alexai Po in t . The la t te r was soon ex tended 
to serve bombers as. w e l l . On Ju l y 10, 1943, the Eleventh A i r Force made i ts 
f i r s t a t tack on Japan's Home Islands when e igh t B-25 bombers f lew from A t t u to 
s t r i k e Paramushiro in the K u r i l e s - - t h i s be ing the f i r s t a i r a t tack on Japan since 
the famous Dool i t t le ra id of A p r i i 18, 1942. 

Other a t tacks fo l l owed , usua l l y w i t h some success un t i l September 1 1 , 1943, 
when a force of 12 B-25 medium bombers and 8 B-24 heavy bombers le f t A t t u 
f o r Paramushi ro . On t h i s occas ion , Japanese f i r e des t royed th ree bombers , and 
another seven were heav i l y damaged and fo rced to land in S iber ia where the 
crews were i n t e r n e d . F u r t h e r ra ids were postponed f o r severa l months b u t , by 
t he s p r i n g of 1944, A t t u ' s bombers were again over t he K u r i i e s . 
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The Navy cons t ruc ted both land runways and a seaplane base f o r pat ro l 
bombers and f l y i n g boats west o f Massacre Bay and at ad jacent Casco Cove, 
For the d u r a t i o n of the war , naval a i r c r a f t made the i r lonely pat ro ls over the 
Nor th Paci f ic . As at A lexa i F ie ld , the Navy ' s two land r u n w a y s were f i r s t 
covered w i th steel (Mars ton ) mats . By 1944, however , asphal t had been laid 
and the Navy made the runways avai lable to army planes as well as i ts o w n , 
and the E leventh A i r Force estab l ished maintenance fac i l i t ies t h e r e . 

As for the A l e u t s , about half of them died whi le in Japan , most ly f rom 
tube rcu los i s . A f t e r Japan's s u r r e n d e r , the s u r v i v o r s , along with the teacher , 
M r s . Char les Foster Jones, r e t u r n e d to the Un i ted Sta tes . Too few in number 
to begin anew on the i r i s l and , the At tuans reset t led on Atka Is land in the 
Aleu t i ans , together w i th the i nhab i tan ts of t ha t place. The A leu ts have not yet 
f o rgo t ten t he i r homeland. Nor have the veterans of "the Forgo t ten War," 
Japanese or Amer i can , let A t t u sl ip f rom the i r memories. 
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Beginning at a point of land to the east of the mouth of Blonde Cove along a 
straight line southeast to the mouth of Lefler Creek; then southeast to the 
southern extremity of Krasnai Point; then east-northeast to McCloud Head; then 
north to the eastern extreme of Hoppe Island; then along a straight line 
northwest for 13.5 miles; then due west to a point of intersection with the line 
from the beginning point to Krasni Point extended northwest. 

The boundary on the west lies just beyond the limits of the battlefield and 
includes the site of the wrecked P-38. The remaining boundary is drawn to 
closely encompass the battlefield including the water areas in which the 
amphibious operations took place. 
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1. Seventh Infantry Division troops landing at Massacre Bay, Attu, 
May, 1943. Japanese defenses were hidden above the fog line. 

Courtesy, Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska 

8. Collapsed Japanese gun emplacement in Jarmin Pass, Attu, which 
looks directly over Massacre Valley and the American landing 
beach. A small heating stove and Japanese ammunition cases are 
still to be found here. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson. October 1982 



9. Hundreds of shellholes and bomb craters may yet be seen in the 
tundra on Attu. This scene is the approach to Jarmin Pass. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson. October 1982 

12. One of several Japanese foxholes on the north slope of Gilbert 
Ridge. Japanese soldiers had excellent visibility over eastern 
Attu from these positions. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson. October 1982 



15. A post-battle army chapel on the Hogback, overlooking Massacre 
Bay, Attu. Soldiers planted the trees—the only ones on Attu. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson. October 1942 

13. Japanese trenches and foxholes in tundra, near Clevesy Pass, 

Attu. 

Photo by E.M. Thompson. October 1982 
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1. Name 
historic Japanese Occupation Site, Kiska Island 

and or common K i s k a l s l a n d - Aleut ian Islands 

2. Location 

street & number not tor publication 

city, town vicinity of 

state Alaska code Q2 county code 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district X public occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) private X unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 

X site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Accessib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted __X_ government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military X other: refuge 

4. Owner of Property 

name U.S. Fish and Wildl i fe Service, Department of the Interior 

street & number 1011 E. Tudor Road 

city, town Anchorage vicinity of state Alaska 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. U.S. Fish and Wi ld l i fe Service 

street & number 1011 E.Tudor Road 

city, town Anchorage s t a t e Alaska 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Alaska Heritage Resources Survey has this property been determined eligible? yes X no 

date November 24, 1972 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Alaska Division of Parks, 619 Warehouse Dr., Suite 210 

city, town Anchorage state Alaska 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated _X_ unaltered —X. original site 
good X ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Kiska is one of the Rat Is lands g roup and is near the wes tern end of the 
A leu t ian C h a i n , 165 miles southeast of A t t u at the end of t he cha in . S i tuated 
between t he cold Be r i ng Sea and the warm Japanese C u r r e n t of the Nor th 
Pac i f ic , K iska 's volcanic mounta ins and t u n d r a - c o v e r e d va l leys are sub ject to 
y e a r - r o u n d v io len t s torms (w i i l iwaws) and dense f o g s . The t reeless island 
possesses one of the few good anchorages in t he A leu t i ans , Kiska Ha rbo r . 

On June 7, 1942, a Japanese task fo rce invaded K i ska , along w i th A t t u , and in 
the months t h a t fo l lowed unde r took cons t ruc t i on of coastal and a n t i a i r c r a f t 
de fenses, camps, roads , an a i r f i e l d , submar ine base, seaplane base, and o ther 
i ns ta l l a t i ons . Of the two i s lands , Kiska was the more impor tan t to the 
Japanese; consequen t l y , i t had the la rger ga r r i son (between 5,400 and 6,800 
a r m y , n a v y , and c i v i l i ans ) and more permanent f ac i l i t i e s . The main 
ins ta l la t ions were the naval fac i l i t ies on the no r thwes t shore of Kiska Harbor 
and t he a rmy headqua r te rs a t t h e nor theas t co rne r of G e r t r u d e Cove , to the 
sou thwes t . While real and dummy defens ive pos i t ions were sca t te red ove r the 
i s l and , heavy weapons were concent ra ted in those two areas and on No r th Head 
on the east s ide of K iska H a r b o r . A f t e r the fal l of A t t u , the Japanese on 
Kiska changed t h e i r defense pos tu re by e rec t ing f o r t i f i ca t i ons immediately upon 
the shore l ines f o r the purpose of ann ih i la t ion of t he enemy upon the beach, 
r a t h e r than de fend ing h i gh g r o u n d in land as they had done at Massacre Bay , 
A t t u . A n example of t h i s was the i r cons t ruc t i on o f a company-s ized defense 
ne two rk at the southwest end of K i ska , an area h i t h e r t o neg lec ted . 

Japanese forces depa r ted Kiska Ju l y 28, 1943, and A l l ied forces (Un i t ed States 
and Canada) invaded the deser ted island on A u g u s t 15. An i nven to r y was 
p repa red of the Japanese fac i l i t i es . They i n c l u d e d : f rame, A - t y p e h o u s i n g ; 
t h ree power p l a n t s ; t h ree rad io s ta t ions ; a naval radar i ns ta l l a t i on ; concre te 
p i l l boxes ; u n d e r g r o u n d hosp i ta l s ; t h ree l i g h t t a n k s ; assor ted veh ic les ; 
s e a r c h l i g h t s ; f o u r midget ( S y d n e y - t y p e ) submar ines and t h e i r concre te p e n ; 
land ing ba rges ; wreckage of about 40 f loat planes and th ree hanga rs ; 16 coastal 
defense g u n s ; 69 a n t i a i r c r a f t weapons; 20 pieces o f f i e l d a r t i l l e r y ; numerous 
machine g u n s ; s ix Sh in to s h r i n e s ; and count less t renches and foxho les . 

T h r e e Japanese sh ips were f o u n d disabled on the beaches of Kiska Ha rbo r : 
Nozima M a r u , 7,190 t ons , Kano Maru , 8,572 t o n s , and Uraj io Ma ru , ca. 4,000 
t o n s . A f o u r t h vesse l , Borneo M a r u , 5,864 t o n s , was beached at Ger t rude 
Cove . A t the bot tom of Kiska H a r b o r , not fa r f rom the submar ine base, lay a 
300- foo t , l -c lass Japanese submar ine . 

The Al l ies estab l ished t h e i r own camps on the i s l and , cons is t i ng of quonset and 
Pacif ic h u t s , t e n t s , and f rame s t r u c t u r e s . Navy seabees cons t ruc ted a naval 
a u x i l i a r y air f ac i l i t y cons is t i ng of a nose hangar and a s tee l -mat ted seaplane 
ramp. A r m y eng ineers completed the Japanese runway and named i t Salmon 
Lagoon f i e l d . A l l i ed defenses cons is ted o f two 155mm, one 90mm, and one 37mm 
g u n ba t te r ies at Nor th Head, and one 155mm b a t t e r y at G e r t r u d e Cove. T h e n , 
in 1946, K iska was abandoned . 
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T h i r t y years l a te r , in 1976, the U.S. A rmy Corps of Engineers i nven to r ied 
Kiska to determine what remained f rom World War I I . A summary of these 
f i nd i ngs fo l lows: 

Probab ly Japanese 

250-plus revetments 
submar ine p e n , conc re te , 30 by 200 feet 
5 machine gun emplacements 
6 machine guns w i th mounts 
15 a n t i a i r c r a f t emplacements w i th guns 
9 emplacements hav ing 6- inch coastal g u n s * 
f r e i g h t e r Nozima M a r u , and a bow of a second vessel 
1 midget submar ine and par ts of 2 o the rs 
ru i ns of a sh r ine 
1 o f f i ce rs ' q u a r t e r s , w i th wall i nsc r ip t i ons 
2 coastal gun emplacements on L i t t le Kiska Is land 

Probably Amer ican 

95 quonset or Pacif ic h u t s , s tand ing or co l lapsed, in 3 areas 
21 wood f rame bu i l d ings 
3 b r i d g e s , wood, 40 feet long 
1 metal b u i l d i n g , 25 by 27 feet 
2 docks , wood, p i l e , 33 by 115 feet and 33 by 1,069 feet 
1 w h a r f , wood, p i l e , 33 by 675 feet 
\ acre of steel mat t ing on runway 
200 pet ro leum bar re ls 
1 A-20 a i r c r a f t , w r e c k e d , east end of r u n w a y 
1 PBY f l y i n g boat , w r e c k e d , nor theas t side of Kiska Volcano 

Today , Kiska is unoccup ied . The en t i re is land is a pa r t of the A leut ian Is lands 
National Wi ld l i fe Re fuge , wh ich is admin is tered by the U.S . Fish and Wild l i fe 
Se rv i ce , Depar tment of t he I n t e r i o r . 

The s ign i f i can t h is to r i ca l fea tures on Kiska are Kiska Ha rbo r , Japanese naval 
ins ta l la t ions at Kiska Ha rbo r , Ge r t r ude Cove , Japanese army ins ta l la t ions at 
Ge r t r ude Cove. They also inc lude all major Japanese coastal and a n t i a i r c r a f t 

*Some of these guns are of B r i t i s h manufac tu re wh ich has led many w r i t e r s , 
concern ing Kiska and o ther Pacif ic i s lands , to conclude t ha t they are guns the 
Japanese cap tu red at S ingapore or Hong Kong . More l i k e l y , t hey are guns tha t 
the Japanese are known to have purchased f rom Great B r i t a i n ear ly in the 
twen t ie th c e n t u r y . 
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i ns ta l l a t i ons , p a r t i c u l a r l y on Nor th Head, a round Kiska Ha rbo r , a round 
Ger t rude Cove, and on L i t t l e Kiska I s land . Also inc luded is the Salmon Lagoon 
a i r f i e l d , begun b y Japanese and completed by A l l ied fo rces , and now 
abandoned. The A l l i ed invas ion beaches on the no r thwes t shore are s i g n i f i c a n t , 
a l though t he Japanese had a l ready evacuated the i s l a n d . 

Excluded are Kiska Volcano and the southwest end of K iska . The la t te r had 
some hasty f o r t i f i ca t i ons t h a t t he Japanese erected a f te r the Americans cap tu red 
nearby A t t u I s l and . Also exc luded are all A l l ied s t r u c t u r e s of the 
post-Japanese occupat ion of K i ska , 1943-1946. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1000-1899 

_X. 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

1942-1943 

. ._ community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 

_.. engineering 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 

. X. military 
music 

exploration settlement philosophy 
industry politics, government 
invention 

religion 
science 

.._ sculpture 
_ social/ 

humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

— other (specify) 

Builder. Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
Summary 

The Japanese occupat ion o f Kiska in June 1942 marked t he peak of Japan's 
m i l i t a ry expans ion in t he Paci f ic ; i t c reated g rea t alarm in No r th America t ha t a 
Japanese invasion would be mounted t h r o u g h A laska ; i t posed a ser ious th rea t 
to Uni ted S ta tes -S iber ian communicat ions ( lend- lease to Russ ia ) ; and i t caused 
t he Al l ies to d i v e r t tens of thousands of m i l i t a r y to the A laskan Theater who 
could have been deployed elsewhere In the Paci f ic . S ign i f i can t too was the 
successful Japanese w i thdrawa l of the en t i re fo rce in 1943 w i thou t a s ingle loss 
of l i f e , desp i te cons tan t surve i l lance of Amer ican a i r and sea f o r ces . Th i s 
w i thdrawa l caused the utmost embarrassment to t he Un i ted States w h e n , 
eighteen days la te r , a huge Al l ied assaul t fo rce of 34,000 men invaded the 
deser ted i s l and . The even t was best summed up by t he army 's commanding 
general in A laska , Simon B . B u c k n e r , who s a i d , " T o a t t r a c t maximum a t t e n t i o n , 
i t ' s ha rd to f i nd a n y t h i n g more e f fec t i ve than a g rea t b i g , j u i c y , expens ive 
m i s t a k e . " * 

Japanese Occupat ion 

In May 1942, Imperial General Headquar te rs in T o k y o o r d e r e d an a t tack on the 
Midway I s lands , w i t h t he dual mission to occupy those is lands and to des t roy 
the remnants of the U .S . Pacif ic Fleet , and an a t tack on the A leu t ian is lands 
f o r the purposes o f d i v e r t i n g Amer ican naval fo rces f rom Midway , p ro tec t i ng 
the Imperial Navy f rom an a t tack f rom the n o r t h , and o b s t r u c t i n g communication 
l i nks between the Un i ted States and t he Sov ie t Un ion . 

Japan's p lans f o r the A leut ians cal led f o r a c a r r i e r air a t tack on Dutch Harbor 
Naval S ta t ion and adjacent For t Mears , a t Unalaska I s l a n d ; a h i t - a n d - r u n 
assaul t on Adak i s land f a r t h e r ou t on the c h a i n , wh ich i t e r roneous ly bel ieved 
to be f o r t i f i e d ; a n d , b y means of a separate task f o r c e , the occupat ion of Kiska 
and A t t u at t he end o f the A leu t i ans , also t h o u g h t to be de fended b y American 
Mar ines. 

The Un i ted Sta tes , in f a c t , had no m i l i t a r y ins ta l la t ions on A t t u , and on ly a 
ten-man naval detachment operated a rad io s ta t ion at Kiska Harbo r f o r sending 
weather repor ts to Dutch Harbo r . Pet ty Of f i cer William C. House commanded 
the detachment . 

* B r i a n G a r f i e l d , The Thousand-Mi le War: World War M_ j n Alaska and the 
Aleut ians (New Y o r k : Doub leday, 1969), p. 289. 
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The in i t ia l Japanese land ing took place on June 7, 1942, at Reynard Cove, 
n o r t h of Kiska Ha rbo r , when t he T h i r d Special • Land ing Force (550 Japanese 
naval men) stormed ashore , fo l lowed by s u p p o r t i n g personne l . When the 
Japanese opened f i r e on the weather s t a t i on , the Amer ican sai lors took cover in 
a r a v i n e , then worked t h e i r way up the h i l ls above the cloud leve l . Soon, 
however , all were c a p t u r e d - - a l l except Pet ty Of f i ce r House. He succeeded in 
h id i ng ou t f o r n ineteen d a y s , s u r v i v i n g on grass and worms, before 
s u r r e n d e r i n g . These Amer icans were sent to Japan as p r i soners of wa r . The 
Japanese, meanwhi le, estab l ished t h e i r headquar te rs in the weather stat ion 
b u i l d i n g s . 

In succeeding months , add i t iona l naval u n i t s , i nc lud ing the Special Submarine 
Base Force ( s i x midget submar ines) and the F i f th A i r Group (seaplane 
f i g h t e r s ) , a r r i v e d on K iska . A rmy u n i t s , too , a r r i v e d to establ ish coastal and 
a n t i a i r c r a f t de fenses; these inc luded un i ts f rom Japan as well as the in i t ia l A t t u 
g a r r i s o n which came in A u g u s t 1942. The occupat ion fo rce eventua l l y g rew to 
about 5,640 m i l i t a r y , almost even ly d i v ided between the army and the n a v y , and 
1,170 c i v i l i ans . Despite t h i s sizeable f o r c e , the commanders soon d iscovered 
tha t i t was insu f f i c i en t to c o n s t r u c t an a i r f i e l d , r oads , l i v i ng q u a r t e r s , and 
defenses, all at the same t ime . Th i s s i t u a t i o n , combined w i th a sca rc i t y of 
equipment and mater ia ls , severe ly taxed the g a r r i s o n . A naval o f f i ce r later 
said t ha t a i r ra id she l te rs were merely she l ters against fog and r a i n , " b u t the 
men were s a t i s f i e d . " * The v i t a l a i r f i e l d was s t i l l incomplete when the Japanese 
w i t hd rew f rom K iska . 

D u r i n g the occupa t ion , the senior army o f f i c e r , Maj. Gen. [? ] M inek i , and the 
naval commander, Rear A d m . S. Ak iyama, cons idered o ther is lands in the 
wes te rn A leut ians as possib le si tes f o r a i r f i e lds and bases. A i r and sea 
reconnaissances were made at Shemya, Semichi , and A g a t t u i s lands , all near 
A t t u ; and B u l d i r and Amch i tka is lands on e i ther side of K iska . In the e n d , 
however , none was occupied except B u l d i r where a ten-man detachment was 
s ta t i oned . 

D u r i n g the fou r teen -mon th occupa t i on , the Japanese came under inc reas ing ly 
severe Amer ican a i r and naval a t t acks . On ly one day a f te r the l a n d i n g , June 
8, 1942, an American pa t ro l plane d iscovered the enemy's ships in Kiska 
Ha rbo r . Th ree days la te r , ten bombers f lew f rom Umnak a i r f i e l d , then the 
f a r t h e s t west a i r base in t he A leu t i ans , to a t tack Kiska f o r the f i r s t t ime. 
Japanese a n t i a i r c r a f t f i r e downed one of the bombers , a B-24 L ibe ra to r . From 
then o n , Eleventh A i r Force planes bombed Kiska r e g u l a r l y despi te c loud cover 

*Japanese Monograph No. 89. N o r t h e r n Area Naval Opera t ions , Feb rua ry 
1943-August 1945, p. 73. 
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and f o g . With the complet ion of an advance a i r f i e ld on Adak Island in 
September 1942, Amer ican P-38 f i g h t e r s ( L i g h t n i n g s ) were able to accompany 
the bombers to p r o v i d e p ro tec t i on f rom a decreas ing number of Japanese 
seaplane f i g h t e r s . On one September r a i d , Royal Canadian A i r Force 
K i t t y h a w k s , assigned to A laska , accompanied t he American planes f o r the f i r s t 
t ime. 

Because the cont inuous bad weather in the A leu t ians i n t e r f e r r e d g r e a t l y w i th 
a i r ope ra t i ons , the Americans began cons t ruc t i on of an airbase on Amch i tka 
I s land , on ly s i x t y miles f rom K iska , in January 1943: Du r ing the c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
Japanese seaplanes f rom Kiska made eleven nuisance ra ids on t he f i e l d , caus ing 
b u t l i t t l e damage. These ra ids p r o m p t l y ceased when American f i g h t e r s landed 
at the new base in F e b r u a r y . From then o n , the Eleventh A i r Force g r e a t l y 
increased i ts bombing of K iska . In one a t t a c k , t h ree days before the secret 
Japanese w i t h d r a w a l , U .S . planes d ropped 104 tons of bombs on the i s l and . 
( I r o n i c a l l y , the heaviest American a t t a c k , 153 tons of bombs, on A u g u s t 4 , fe l l 
on an empty i s l a n d . ) 

American submar ines and sur face vessels added t h e i r share of pun ishment to 
Japanese at tempts to re in fo rce and p ro tec t Kiska and A t t u . As ear ly as Ju l y 5, 
1942, Amer ican submar ines to rpedoed t h ree Japanese des t r oye rs at the en t rance 
to Kiska H a r b o r , s i n k i n g one and severe ly damaging the o t h e r s . T h a t same 
month two Japanese submar ine-chasers were also sunk and a t r a n s p o r t was 
damaged j u s t outs ide the ha rbo r . By Februa ry 1943, the American navy had 
sunk n ine Japanese t r a n s p o r t s , t h ree d e s t r o y e r s , and th ree submarines in 
western A leut ian wa te rs . The fast Japanese sur face vessel to reach K iska , 
Awata M a r u , a r r i v e d F e b r u a r y 22, 1943. From then o n , the ga r r i son depended 
on submar ines to b r i n g in- l imi ted amounts of emergency supp l i es . 

With the fa l l of A t t u on May 30, 1943, and the v i r t u a l cu to f f f rom the Home 
Is lands , the Kiska ga r r i son f e v e r i s h l y s t r eng thened the defenses, concen t ra t i ng 
now on potent ia l land ing beaches. A t the same t ime, p lans were made to 
w i t h d r a w g r a d u a l l y f rom t he i s l a n d , employ ing t h i r t e e n of Japan's large l-cfass 
submar ines . The f i r s t boa t , I -7 , loaded w i t h wounded personnel and c i v i l i ans , 
reached Japan on May 27. By m i d - J u n e , 820 men had been t r a n s f e r r e d to the 
N o r t h e r n K u r i i e s . T h e n , in rap id success ion, the Amer icany navy des t royed 
th ree of the submar ines , I -7 , I -9 , and 1-24. Orders a r r i v e d f rom Japan to 
suspend t he ope ra t i on . 

Aware t h a t a large Amer ican fo rce was assembl ing in the A leu t i ans , undoub ted ly 
f o r an assaul t on K iska , the Japanese now planned "Operat ion KE" f o r 
evacuat ing t he i s l and . The Japanese F i f t h Fleet , u n d e r Vice A d m . Sh i ro 
Kawase, assembled a fo rce of two c r u i s e r s and t en des t r oye rs at Paramushiro in 
the K u r i i e s . The plan called f o r these sh ips to make a dash toward Kiska 
unde r t he cover of f o g , board t he t r o o p s , and r e t u r n s w i f t l y to Japan. Orde rs 
to. p repa re f o r an evacuat ion a r r i v e d at K iska v ia submar ine . 
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On Jufy 7, the ships set sail in a thick fog but quickly ran into trouble when 
two vessels collided and a th i rd rammed sti l l two more. Several times dur ing 
the next three weeks, the force approached Kiska, only to withdraw when the 
fog thinned or when American ships and planes were reported in the area. 
Finally, on July 28, conditions were r ipe, and the ships deployed just f i f t y 
miles south of Kiska (two cruisers and six destroyers) . Cautiously approaching 
the island through the fog , they dropped anchor in Kiska Harbor in early 
afternoon. The garrison was ready, having destroyed or booby-trapped 
weapons, equipment, and supplies. As if on cue, the fog lifted within the 
harbor and in only f i f t y minutes, 5,183 men boarded the ships and the dash 
home began: 

At 0600 on the 31st the mist had completely cleared [again] and at 
1530 we entered PARAIV1USHIRO Harbor. It seemed that heaven were 
celebrating our success. . . . The enemy had not discovered the 
evacuation of our troops at a l l . Thereafter, for day after day, they 
bombed and bombarded KISKA, and on August 15, the landing of 
American and Canadian troops on the island was announced. T ru ly 
the height of the r id icu lous.* 

Allied Invasion 

On August 15 and 16, 1943, a combined American-Canadian force of 34,000 men, 
under the command of Maj. Gen. Charles H. Corlet t , Seventh Infantry Division, 
invaded Kiska. The troops poured ashore at two landing sites, both on Kiska's 
northwest coast. Not unt i l August 18 did Corlett conclude that the island 
contained no enemy. Meanwhile, his men had killed 24 of themselves and 
wounded 50 more in the confusion of their advances. Making the best of the 
embarrassing si tuat ion, the commanders announced that the Japanese withdrawal 
had saved lives, the invasion had provided valuable experience in amphibious 
warfare, and the Aleutians were again secure. 

*"Translat ion of Japanese Ensign's Notebook Recovered Tarawa 26 Nov 1943," 
Alaska Department, U.S. Army, Record Group 338, Washington National Records 
Center, Suit land, Maryland. 
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Kiska Harbor. Section from a U. S. Army map of Japanese 
positions on Kiska,prepared from intelligence reports one 
month prior to the Japanese withdrawal from the island. 

Courtesy, National Archives, Cartographic Division 



Japanese gun emplacements on North Head, northeast of Kiska Harbor. 
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BOUNDARY 

S t a r t i n g at a po in t where an unnamed stream d ra ins f rom the n o r t h in to Sredni 
B i g h t , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine south southeast east to Or ien t Point a t the east 
end of L i t t le Kiska I s land , then ex tend ing tha t l ine .75 mile beyond so as to 
inc lude al l o f L i t t l e K iska I s l and , t hen a s t r a i g h t l ine west southwest to the t i p 
of Hatchet Po in t , t hen in a s t r a i g h t l ine west to the t i p of B u k h t i Po in t , then 
in a s t r a i g h t l ine west no r thwes t t o a po in t of land on the no r theas t co rne r of 
Lief Cove , t hen ex tend ing t h a t l ine 1.25 miles to a point in the ocean, then a 
s t r a i g h t l ine nor theas t to the ocean shore at the n o r t h end of Ch r i s t i ne Lake, 
then in a s t r a i g h t l ine east southeast to the po in t of b e g i n n i n g . These 
boundar ies inc lude al l t he p r i nc ipa l places of Japanese occupat ion on K i ska , as 
well as the Al l ies1 1943 invasion beaches. 



Japanese army installations at Gertrude Cove, Kiska. 
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3. Japanese a c t i v i t i e s at Kiska Harbor, 1942 or 1943. The two 
buildings p a r a l l e l to each other and facing the ponds, in the 
lower lef t corner of the photo, are believed to be those 
erected by the U.S. Navy for use as a weather s ta t ion pr ior to 
Japanese invasion. 

Courtesy, Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska 

4 . Captured Japanese a n t i a i r c r a f t gun, Type 96, 25 mm, that guarded 
Kiska. September 11 , 1943. 

Photo by U.S. Army Signal Corps. Courtesy, Defense Audiovisual 
Agency. 



9. An American Camp on Klska. Note the new dock constructed by U.S. 
Army Engineers. December 9, 1993. 

Photo by U.S. Army Signal Corps. Courtesy, Defense Audiovisual 
Agency 

8. Japanese airfield on Kiska after being repaired and completed by 

American troops. Ca. 1943. 

Courtesy, National Archives 
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1. Name 
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For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

2. Location 
street & number Fort Mason, Golden Gate National Recreation Area not for publication 

city, town San Francisco vicinity of 

state California code 06 county San Francisco code 075 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

X district X public 
building(s) private 
structure both 
site Public Acquisition 
object in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 

_X. yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 

X educational 
X entertainment 
X government 

industrial 
military 

X museum 
X park 

private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
Other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Regional Director, Western Region, National Park Service 

street & number 450 Golden Gate Avenue 

city, town S a n Francisco vicinity of state California 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. San Francisco City Hall 

street & number Polk and McAllister Streets 

city, town San Francisco state California 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Fort Mason, Golden Gate NRA has this property been determined eligible? _X- yes no 

date April 25, 1972 X federal state county local 

depository for survey records National Register of Historic Places 

city, town Washington state D.C. 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X. original site 
good ruins _X_ altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance 

Headquar ters B u i l d i n g , FM-201 

In 1901, For t Mason was a coast a r t i l l e r y post g u a r d i n g San Francisco Bay. 
T h a t yea r , the a rmy 's surgeon general approved cons t ruc t i on of a new post 
hosp i ta l . He p r o v i d e d a set of s tandard plans f o r a t w e l v e - b e d , b r i c k -wa l l ed 
b u i l d i n g and est imated t he cost a t $20,000. A local c o n t r a c t o r , James Campbel l , 
completed the a t t r a c t i v e b u i l d i n g in 1902. The main sect ion measured 42 feet 
by 44 feet and stood t h r e e s tor ies t a l l . A i V s t o r y w ing on the east was 27 
feet b y 57 f ee t . Modest changes to the e x t e r i o r of the b u i l d i n g have been made 
ove r the y e a r s ; f o r example, t he or ig ina l slate roof has g i ven way to 
composit ion sh ingles and a ve randa a round the b r i c k wing" has been removed. 
The i n t e r i o r f loor p lan is l i t t l e changed f rom 1902. 

The hosp i ta l s u r v i v e d the 1906 ea r thquake w i t h on ly minor damage. By t h e n , 
however , the f ac i l i t y was no longer needed at For t Mason, a new army general 
hosp i ta l hav i ng been bu i l t at the nearby Presid io of San Franc isco. A t the 
same t ime , the army had a g rea t need fo r s torage space in San Francisco f o r 
supp l ies des t ined to new overseas possessions, as well as m i l i t a r y posts on the 
West Coast . Before l o n g , the hospi ta l b u i l d i n g housed of f ices and suppl ies of 
the a rmy 's technica l se rv i ces . 

I ts coastal defense role behind i t by 1912, For t Mason became an army general 
depot t h a t yea r . World War I b r o u g h t a g rea t increase in depot a c t i v i t y at For t 
Mason, now cal led the San Francisco General In termedia te Depot . To house the 
depot 's admin i s t ra t i ve o f f i ces , the army cons t ruc ted an annex on t he west side 
of the hospi ta l in 1917-1918. The f rame add i t ion measured 60 feet b y 100 feet 
and had 2% s to r i es . I t was jo ined to the b r i c k s t r u c t u r e b y a n a r r o w , 
o n e - s t o r y c o r r i d o r . For the t ime b e i n g , the army regarded the s t r u c t u r e as 
be ing two separate b u i l d i n g s . Both were occupied t h r o u g h o u t by depot of f ices 
b y 1923. 

The approach of America 's e n t r y in to World War II b r o u g h t increased a c t i v i t y at 
the depot as haste was made to s t r e n g t h e n m i l i t a r y ins ta l l a t ions . Add i t iona l 
bodies r e q u i r e d more space. In 1939 the f i r s t of several add i t ions was made to 
the h e a d q u a r t e r s , now cal led t he San Francisco Por t of Embarkat ion and General 
Depot . Th is was a t w o - s t o r y , f rame wing on the wes t , measur ing 24 feet b y 35 
f ee t . A second ident ica l w ing was cons t ruc ted para l le l ing the f i r s t in 1941. 
Th i s add i t ion conta ined the o f f ice of the commanding gene ra l . 

A f u r t h e r increase in s ta f f resu l ted in the space between the two new w ings 
be ing f i l l ed w i t h a t h r e e - s t o r y add i t ion hav ing a f l a t roof w i th a parapet a round 
i t . A s i n g l e - s t o r y add i t ion was made to t he no r th s ide o f t h e fo rmer hosp i ta l ' s 
b r i c k w i n g , and another s i n g l e - s t o r y f rame add i t ion was cons t r uc ted at the east 
end of t h i s w i n g . The o n e - s t o r y c o r r i d o r connec t ing the two main un i t s g rew 
to a f o u r - s t o r y observa t ion tower and e levator sha f t . 

The s t r u c t u r e ' s m i l i t a r y a r c h i t e c t u r e re f lec ts army cons t ruc t i on f rom the 
beg inn ing of the c e n t u r y to World War I I . Tota l i n t e r i o r space amounts to 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
(W2) - Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior n^&\W-'*&*&"*-•*•••'••* 
National Park Service ^ p l B ^ S i B S ^ i i 

National Register of Historic Places ^^^SMM%^ 
Inventory—Nomination Form 1 ^ 

Continuation sheet Item number 7, Description Page 2 

40,000 square f ee t . L i t t l e embel l ishment is ev i den t on the e x t e r i o r . One 
noticeable fea tu re Is the main en t rance , in the b r i c k po r t i on . Th is was 
recons t ruc ted in the 1930s. Here, at the bottom of a shor t f l i g h t of b r i c k 
steps are two ornamental gate post l i g h t s , each hav ing one large g lobe . 

Por t A r e a , Lower Port Mason 

A t f i r s t , the U .S . Army T r a n s p o r t Serv ice leased whar fage at San Francisco f o r 
i ts t r a n s p o r t sh ips s u p p l y i n g insta l la t ions in the Paci f ic . In 1903, the army 
cons idered es tab l i sh ing i t s own fac i l i t ies f o r t he t r a n s p o r t s as well as a genera l 
depot f o r m i l i t a ry supp l i es . For t Mason was selected as the site fo r these 
opera t ions . A l t h o u g h the post was federal p r o p e r t y , the submerged lands 
b o r d e r i n g t he bay side of the f o r t were p r i v a t e l y owned . Condemnation 
proceedings were in i t ia ted and in 1909 the 12.5 acres compr is ing those lands 
were added to t he m i l i t a r y rese rva t i on . Meanwhi le , Congress au thor i zed t he 
cons t ruc t i on of f o u r permanent storehouses and t h ree p ie rs on the submerged 
l and . 

The army employed the arch i tec tu ra l f i rm of R a n k i n , Ke l l ogg , and Crane of 
Phi ladelphia to des ign the b u i l d i n g s . B reak ing f rom t rad i t i ona l m i l i t a r y 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , the arch i tec ts proposed that For t Mason adopt Spanish Mission 
Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e . The army read i ly a g r e e d . The San Francisco B r i dge 
Company won t he cons t r uc t i on con t rac t f o r a seawall along the n o r t h side of the 
submerged l a n d , a c r i b wall on the west , t h ree w h a r v e s , one permanent w h a r f 
shed , and ra i l road t r acks w i th in the reservat ion at a pr ice o f $1,182,200. Two 
of f o u r permanent storehouses were also f u n d e d . Cons t ruc t i on got unde rway in 
1909; d redged sand f rom the bay b u i l t the area beh ind the seawall in to f i r m 
l and ; and re in fo rced -conc re te p iers took shape to suppo r t the wharves and 
storehouses. The wharves were completed in 1912, and the f i r s t army 
t r a n s p o r t , She rman , docked a t Fo r t Mason on J a n u a r y 6 . 

In 1913, Congress f unded cons t ruc t i on of t he two addi t iona l s torehouses. L ike 
the ear l ie r b u i l d i n g s , each had t h r e e s to r i es . The walls were cement -gun 
f in ished and colored a l i gh t b u f f . Red c lay t i les covered the roo fs . The 
fo l lowing yea r , a ra i l road tunne l was cons t ruc ted u n d e r For t Mason and t racks 
were laid i n to the p o r t a rea , s ing le t r acks to the th ree wharves and double 
t r a c k s to t he warehouses. A t t h a t time on l y t h e roads in the p o r t area were 
aspha l ted ; in the 1930s the en t i r e area was aspha l ted . 

The army acqu i r ed new t r a n s p o r t sh ips in the 1920s t ha t were 75 feet longer 
t han the o lder vesse ls , r e q u i r i n g extens ion of the p ie rs a t For t Mason. 
Improvements and add i t ions d id not get unde rway un t i l the 1930s, when Publ ic 
Works Admin i s t ra t i on f u n d s became ava i lab le . Pier 2 and i ts pe rmanen t - t ype 
shed were both ex tended in l e n g t h , b r i n g i n g i ts dimensions to 118 feet by 654 
fee t . A permanent shed was b u i l t on Pier 3 wh ich was en la rged to 155 feet by 
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650 f ee t . A permanent shed was erected on Pier 1 wh ich re ta ined i ts 
dimensions of 60 feet b y 425 f ee t . In 1934, a con t rac t was let f o r a permanent 
mar ine repa i r shops ( c a r p e n t e r , machine, b l acksm i th , sheet meta l , and t i n n i n g ) 
bu i l d i ng on the west side of t he p o r t area. Ano the r con t rac t was let fo r a 
b a t t e r y c h a r g i n g s ta t ion on t he eas t . 

The ra i l road t r acks were re layed and r e p a i r e d , steel t ies rep lac ing the wooden 
ones and new t r a c k s laid to the en larged Pier 3. O the r improvements inc luded 
a hea t ing system fo r t he p o r t area, remodel ing the e lect r ica l sys tem, d r e d g i n g , 
replacement of f ende r p i l es , and a new f i r e s t a t i on . 

The new bu i l d i ngs were al l s tee l - f rame w i t h concre te wal ls and f l oo rs . To 
complement the o lder b u i l d i n g s , the shops and b a t t e r y c h a r g i n g s t r u c t u r e s had 
b u f f - c o l o r e d stucco on t he e x t e r i o r walls and clay t i l e r oo f s . 

The p o r t area today re ta ins i t s h i s to r i ca l i n t e g r i t y to a g rea t e x t e n t . As p a r t 
o f the Golden Gate National Recreat ion A r e a , i ts bu i l d ings house a wide v a r i e t y 
o f communi ty a c t i v i t i e s : t h e a t e r s , shops , c r a f t s , s tud ios , and more. 

The h i s to r i ca l l y s ign i f i can t fea tu res of the former San Francisco Port of 
Embarkat ion at For t Mason a r e : 

The p o r t headquar te rs b u i l d i n g , FM-201 
The lower po r t area 
Rai l road t r acks 
Four s torehouses, FM-310, 312, 314, and 315 
T h r e e p i e r s , FM-316, 318, and 320 
Three p ie r sheds , FM-317, 319, and 321 
Marine repa i r shops , FM-308 
F i re s t a t i o n , FM-309 
B a t t e r y c h a r g i n g s t a t i o n , FM-322 
Provost Marshal o f f i ce , FM-302 
Ent rance gate to po r t area and guard pos t , FM-301 and 303 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 

Z_ 1500-1599 
__ 1600-1699 
_._ 1700-1799 
_._ 1800-1899 
X. 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

._ community planning 
conservation 
economics 

_.. education 
_.. engineering 

exploration'settlement 
..... industry 
.._ invention 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 

_X_ military 
music 
philosophy 
politicsgovernment 

religion 
science 
sculpture 

.._ social/ 
humanitarian 

— theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1912-1945 Builder Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

During the early months after the United States entered World War I I , the U.S. 
Army's San Francisco Port of Embarkation (SFPE) shipped more mil i tary supplies 
than all other military ports in the United States combined. The statistical 
returns for the entire war showed that San Francisco was second only to New 
York in the numbers and amounts of personnel and supplies shipped to the war 
zones. Between December 1941 and August 1945, 1,745,000 personnel embarked 
at San Francisco. In addit ion, more than half a million veterans of the war 
debarked at San Francisco dur ing the same period. An equal number came 
home through the Golden Gate after the conclusion of hosti l i t ies. All American 
dead being returned to the United States from the Pacific were brought through 
the por t . Japanese and German prisoners of war were processed through its 
faci l i t ies. More than 25 million measurement tons of cargo were shipped through 
San Francisco. For various periods of time between 1941 and 1944 the ports of 
Los Angeles, California; Port land, Oregon; and Seattle, Washington, were 
administered by San Francisco. In the Bay Area, Fort Mason oversaw port 
operations at no fewer than thir teen other installations. San Francisco was the 
primary port for the Central , South, and Southwest Pacific Areas. Moreover, 
the task force that drove the Japanese from Alaska's Aleutian islands was 
mounted from San Francisco. 

History 

The U.S. Army's f i r s t troop movement in modern times through San Francisco 
Harbor was brought about by the Spanish-American War. In May 1898, 
chartered vessels carried the f i r s t of more than 5,000 troops and their supplies 
to the Hawaiian Islands (before that republic was annexed) and to the 
Philippines. By 1905, the Quartermaster Corps' Army Transport Service had 
established a regular monthly service from San Francisco to Hawaii, Guam, and 
Manila. At San Francisco, the army leased the Folsom Street wharf, from where 
i t operated four t ransport vessels: Logan, Sheridan, Sherman, and Thomas. 
In 1903, the army decided to construct its own supply depot and port facilities 
at Fort Mason within the c i t y . The f i r s t of these permanent facil it ies were 
completed in 1912 and, on January 6, Sherman docked at Fort Mason, having 
arr ived from Manila via Nagasaki, Japan (a coaling stat ion), and Honolulu. 
World War I resulted in an increase of act iv i ty at Fort Mason. A spate of 
"temporary" bui ldings sprang up in both the upper and lower levels of the post 
and sti l l other storehouses were bui l t at the Presidio of San Francisco. In 
1918, the expedit ionary forces to Siberia were supplied and mounted at Fort 
Mason, as well as in the Philippines. In 1923, a second transport service was 
established between San Francisco and New York via the Panama Canal. By 
that year, the administrative offices of the depot occupied ail of the 
headquarters bu i ld ing, FM-201, on upper Fort Mason. 
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In 1925 the depot was reorgan ized as the San Francisco General Depot . I t was 
responsib le f o r s u p p l y i n g the N in th Corps Area (West Coas t ) , A laska , the 
Ph i l i pp ines , Hawai i , Panama Canal , and Uni ted States forces in Ch ina . Ano ther 
reorgan izat ion in 1932 resu l ted in renaming the ins ta l la t ion the San Francisco 
Por t of Embarkat ion and General Depot. B r i g . Gen. Char les S. L incoln 
commanded the ope ra t i on . He establ ished two posi t ions under h im , a supp ly 
o f f i ce r to handle depot operatons and a supe r i n tenden t f o r the t r anspo r t a t i on 
se rv i ce , both of whom had of f ices in the headquar te rs b u i l d i n g . D u r i n g the 
1930s, the mission of s u p p l y i n g Civ i l ian Conserva t ion Corps (CCC) camps on 
the West Coast was added to For t Mason's du t ies (459 camps, 94,715 men) . As 
late as 1939, when war b roke ou t in Europe , For t Mason's small acreage could 
s t i l l comfor tab ly house the p o r t admin is t ra t i ve headquar te rs and s tore the 
r equ i r ed levels of s u p p l y f o r the Quar te rmas te r , Medica l , S igna l , and Engineer 
depa r tmen ts ; the CCC camps; and a salvage ope ra t i on . Ordnance , Chemical 
War fa re , and A i r Corps mater ials passed t h r o u g h For t Mason b u t were not 
s tored t h e r e . They were unloaded d i r e c t l y f rom f r e i g h t cars to sh ips . SFPE's 
personnel s t r e n g t h in the fa l l of 1939 amounted to 130 m i l i t a ry personnel and 
501 c i v i l i ans . 

World War II 

By the end of 1940, the army real ized t ha t For t Mason's po r t was too small to 
handle the increas ing demands made upon i t as tens ions rose in the Paci f ic . 
The f i r s t step taken to remedy the s i tua t ion was the acqu is i t ion of p o r t 
fac i l i t ies in Seatt le in January 1941 to serve as a termina l f o r t r a n s p o r t s 
s u p p l y i n g A laska . Seatt le remained a sub -pos t of SFPE un t i l January 1942, 
when i t acqu i red an independent s t a tus . Also in ea r l y 1941, 624.5 acres of 
land were acqu i red at Oak land , Ca l i f o rn ia , f o r the cons t ruc t i on of the Oakland 
A rm y Base, t ha t c i t y be ing the te rminus of t ranscon t inen ta l ra i l roads . Unl ike 
Seat t le , t h i s new base remained under the d i r ec t con t ro l of the SFPE at For t 
Mason. The Overseas Supp ly Div is ion moved f rom For t Mason to Oakland in 
June 1942. Los Ange les , Ca l i f o rn ia , and P o r t l a n d , O regon , soon became 
sub -pos ts of San Franc isco. Los Angeles remained a sub -pos t un t i l September 
1943, when i t achieved an independent s ta tus w i t h respons ib i l t ies f o r the 
Ch ina -Bu rma- Ind i a Thea te r . Admin is t ra t i on of Por t land 's p o r t ac t i v i t i es were 
t r a n s f e r r e d f rom SFPE to Seatt le in November 1944, when m i l i t a ry operat ions in 
Alaska were e b b i n g . These t r a n s f e r s d id not lessen San Francisco's 
respons ib i l i t ies in s u p p o r t i n g the Al l ies in the Cent ra l and Southwest Paci f ic . 
One of the more impor tan t changes concern ing For t Mason was the t r a n s f e r of 

1 . The task fo rce organ ized f o r d r i v i n g Japanese forces f rom the A leut ian 
Is lands was, neve r the less , mounted f rom San Francisco in 1943. 
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po r t s of embarkat ion f rom the Quar te rmaster Depar tment to the newly 
cons t i t u ted T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Corps in 1942. Th is meant removal of general depot 
respons ib i l i t i es and a r esu l t i ng improvement in the in teg ra t ion of army 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n opera t ions . 

For t Mason superv ised t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ac t iv i t ies at o ther insta l la t ions in the Bay 
A r e a . Oak land A r m y Base oversaw the shipment of all t ypes of suppl ies and 
equipment to f o r w a r d areas. For t McDowell on Angel Is land grew into a large 
personnel center process ing r e t u r n i n g ve terans and p r i soners of wa r . More 
than 6,000 Japanese p r i soners passed t h r o u g h the camp. An unusual g r o u p of 
p r i soners of war at Angel Is land was a number of h i g h - r a n k i n g German generals 
whom the B r i t i s h had cap tu red in the Tun is ian campaign. These o f f i ce rs were 
sent on to a camp in New Mexico, b u t not un t i l t hey were i n te r roga ted at a 
secret center near San Franc isco. 

Between 1941 and 1944, SFPE leased e igh t p iers at the San Francisco 
Embarcadero. Seven of these were used f o r sh ipp ing ca rgo , the e i g h t h , fo r 
pe rsonne l . When Japan a t tacked Pearl H a r b o r , Benicia A r s e n a l , near the head 
of San Pablo Bay , d id not possess deep-water b e r t h i n g . Ammuni t ion was moved 
to For t Mason by barge o r r a i l . Th i s s i tua t ion ended in Ju l y 1942 w i th the 
complet ion of d r e d g i n g at Benicia t h a t allowed the b e r t h i n g of la rger sh ips . 

Camp Stoneman, near Mar t i nez , became the po r t ' s la rges t (2,565 acres) 
p rocess ing center f o r t roops moving overseas. Other fac i l i t ies under the po r t 
headquar te rs at For t Mason inc luded the Alameda P ie rs , an A i r Force depot ; 
Emeryv i l le Ordnance Shops; Richmond Parr Te rm ina ls ; Hamilton F ie ld , f o r air 
sh ipments ; and the Presid io of San Franc isco, which was s t r i pped of i ts 
i n f a n t r y ga r r i son to p rov i de room fo r such ac t iv i t ies as an animal depot . 
Fa r the r away were the S tock ton Piers and the Humboldt Bay P iers . The 
headquar te rs bu i l d i ng at For t Mason was the center of p l a n n i n g , s u p e r v i s i o n , 
and d i rec t i on f o r all these . 

Immediately a f te r the a t tack on Pearl Ha rbo r , before the outposts were 
deve loped , the San Francisco Por t of Embarkat ion became clogged w i th the 
scramble to re in fo rce Hawaii against i nvas ion . Nor d id the s i tua t ion improve 
s w i f t l y . The T ranspo r t a t i on Corps l is ted a number of pe rs i s ten t p rob lems: the 
g rea t d is tances i n v o l v e d , l imi ted s h i p p i n g , the large number of Pacif ic bases, a 
r a p i d l y deve lop ing s t ra teg ic s i t u a t i o n , and the low level of stocks in depots . 
Wartime inves t iga t ions d isc losed , too , t ha t the po r t ' s ea r l y commanding general 
fa i led to g i ve his oversea s u p p l y d iv i s ion the a u t h o r i t y and suppo r t i t needed. 
Changes in command b r o u g h t improvements . 

Despi te the va r ied p rob lems, the San Francisco Por t of Embarkat ion made a 
subs tan t ia l and c r i t i ca l c o n t r i b u t i o n to the successful conclus ion of World War II 
in the Paci f ic . One of i t s en thus ias t i c suppo r te r s has w r i t t e n , "The pa r t 
p layed by the San Francisco Por t of Embarkat ion in w inn i ng t ha t hal f of the 
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global war which stretched from California to Austral ia, India, the Aleutians, 
and Japan and took in every Pacific atoll along the way is a t r ibute to the war 
of transportation which swept from the Golden Gate of San Francisco to the 
very gates of Tokyo. " 

2. James W. Hamilton and William J . Bolce, J r . , Gateway to Victory, The 
Wartime Story of the San Francisco Army Port of Embarkation (Stanford: 
Stanford Universi ty Press, 1946), v i i . 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Headquar te rs B u i l d i n g , FM-2Q1 

Beg inn ing at the no r thwes t co rne r of the in te rsec t ion of M a c A r t h u r Avenue and 
F rank l i n S t r ee t , then wes te r l y in a s t r a i g h t l ine along the n o r t h c u r b of 
M a c A r t h u r f o r 470 fee t , then in a n o r t h e r l y d i r ec t i on in a s t r a i g h t l ine tha t 
paral le ls the west wal l o f the headquar te rs b u i l d i n g fo r 120 f ee t , t hen in a 
s t r a i g h t l ine in an eas te r l y d i rec t ion para l le l ing the n o r t h side of the 
headquar te rs b u i l d i n g and ten feet f rom i t to the southwest co rne r of the 
in te rsec t ion of Shaf ter Place and Pope Road, then in a s t r a i g h t l ine southeast 
along the southwest c u r b o f Pope Road to the po in t of b e g i n n i n g . These 
boundar ies enclose the headquar te rs b u i l d i n g and i ts g r o u n d s , i nc lud ing a 
f l a g s t a f f to t he east of the b u i l d i n g t h a t iden t i f i es i t as a h e a d q u a r t e r s . 

Por t A r e a , Lower For t Mason 

Beg inn ing at a po in t on the wes tern b o u n d a r y of the For t Mason m i l i t a r y 
reserva t ion where t he southwest co rne r of the p o r t area adjoins t he in te rsec t ion 
of Laguna S t ree t and Marina B o u l e v a r d , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine in a n o r t h e r l y 
d i rec t ion along the wes tern b o u n d a r y of For t Mason and the west side of Pier 
1 , FM-316, then p ro jec t ing t h a t l ine in the same d i rec t i on to a po in t in t he bay 
opposi te the n o r t h e r n end of Pier 2 , FM-318, then in a s t r a i g h t l ine east 
nor theas t past the n o r t h e r n ends of Pier 2 , FM-318, and Pier 3, FM-320, to a 
po in t in the bay 200 feet beyond t he no r theas t co rne r of Pier 3 , t hen in a 
s t r a i g h t l ine in a sou ther l y d i rec t ion to meet a n o r t h - s o u t h boundary of the 
r e s e r v a t i o n , then con t i nu ing in t he same d i rec t i on along th i s boundary l ine to 
i ts e n d , t hen con t i nu i ng in the same d i rec t ion 90 feet to the foot of a b l u f f , 
then in an i r r e g u l a r l i ne , genera l l y sou thwes t , a long the foot of t he b l u f f and 
i ts several r e ta in ing walls to t he po in t of b e g i n n i n g . These boundar ies enclose 
al l t he p o r t ares, lower For t Mason, i nc lud ing h i s to r i ca l l y s ign i f i can t b u i l d i n g s , 
ra i l road t r a c k s , the t h ree p i e r s , and the b e r t h i n g areas along t he p ie rs ( t he 
west side o f Pier 1 was not used f o r b e r t h i n g t r a n s p o r t s , i ts be ing ou ts ide the 
r e s e r v a t i o n ) . 





1. Brick portion of the headquarters building, San Francisco Port of Embarka
tion, Fort Mason. The U.S. Army constructed this unit as a posh hospital in 
1902. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson February 1984 

2. West end of the Port of Embarkation headquarters. Fort Mason. The structure 
today is the headquarters for Golden Gate National Recreation Area. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson February 1984 



3. The four permanent army storehouses at the San Francisco Port of Embarkation 
in lower Fort Mason. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson February 1984 

4. Piers 1, on left, and 2, San Francisco Ports of Embarkation. The shed on 
Pier 2 is the original, permanent shed. Pier l's shed was reconstructed in 
the 1930s. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson February 1984 



6. A wide variety of public activities are carried on in the former port's 
storehouses. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson February 1984 

5. Pier 3 shed. Although the San Francisco Port of Embarkation came under the 
Transportation Corps early in World War II, the insignia of the Quartermaster 
Corps was retained. Note the railroad tracks leading to the pier. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson February 1945 
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received 
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1- Name 
historic Camp Pendleton Marine Corps Base Landing Beaches 

and or common Beaches Red and White 

2. Location 

street & number not for publication 

city, town * vie inity of Qceanside 

state California code 06 county San Diego code 073 

3, Classification 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
X public 

private 
both 

Public Acquisition 
in process 
being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

... commercial 
educational 
entertainment 

_ _ government 
industrial 

X military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name United States Government, Department of the Navy 

street & number 

city, town Washington vicinity of s t a t e D.C. 20362 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. United States Government, Department of the Navy 

street & number 

city, town Washington state D.C. 20362 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title None 

» . 

has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

_ federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
_XL_ excellent deteriorated .X unaltered _ Xoriginal site 

good ruins altered — moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Camp Pendleton Marine Corps Base borders on the Pacific Ocean and is 
fo r t y - f i ve miles north of San Diego, California. When the base was 
commissioned in 1942, i t possessed seventeen miles of ocean frontage suited for 
t ra in ing . This frontage has been reduced at its northern end by the 
establishment of a state park and the construction of a nuclear power plant. 
The remaining beach area is separated from the main naval reservation by 
Interstate Highway 5 (San Diego Freeway) and a rai l road. Access to the 
beaches is gained through underpasses. 

In 1942 three beach areas were established for amphibious training and were 
code-named Beaches Red, White, and Blue. Beach Blue, at the southern end of 
the reservat ion, contains a boat basin for landing craft and other vessels. 
Beaches Red and White have been the sites of amphibious landing exercises 
since 1942. 

Beach Red, at the mouth of Las Flores Creek, has an ocean frontage of 
approximately one mile. Most of this area is a gent ly-s loping, white-sand beach 
at the water's edge. Inland, a small slough is formed by the intermittent 
run-o f f of the creek. Grasses, shrubs, and bushes cover the dunes and level 
land sti l l far ther in land. Two unimproved roads line either side of the creek. 
Vehicle t rai ls in the area are restr icted to defined areas. Portable latrines 
(heads) are strategically located in the landing area (an unknown element in 
World War I I ) . At the north and south ends of the landing beach, steep bluffs 
close to the water's edge rise to elevations up to 60 feet. 

Beach White, 1.7 miles to the southeast, is similar in its general appearance. 
It is centered on the drainage from Aliso and French canyons and has an ocean 
frontage of one mile. One large and two small sloughs are centered in Beach 
White. Again, steep bluffs are found north and south of the principal landing 
area. The cl i f f on the south has been named Shingle Bluf f . The high ground 
at the south end of Beach White has been cleared to create a small, d i r t landing 
s t r ip for l ight planes. Two unimproved d i r t roads enter the area. The more 
nor ther ly of these roads terminates on the beach at the foot of a steep bluff . 
On the top of the bluff are three small, portable grandstands employed in troop 
t ra in ing . Amphibious exercises are carried out at Beaches Red and White 
today, Camp Pendleton continuing to be the largest U.S. Marine Corps 
establishment on the Pacific coast. The Corps plans to continue this historic 
use at the beaches for the foreseeable fu tu re . This t ra in ing will see continuing 
refinement of and advances in vehicles, weapons, and tact ics, some of which 
may affect the character of the beaches. Nevertheless, no other use could be 
as appropr iate, considering the landing beaches' historical significance. 

1. Beach Blue, with its primary use as a boat basin, is not included in this 
nomination. 



8c Signif icance 

Period Areas of Significance—Chock and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning — landscape architecture— religion 
1400-1499 _ archeology-historic conservation law —science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature —sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education X_ military —soc ia l / 
1700-1799 art ..engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications ..industry politics government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1942-1945 J l u i i da r ^ch l t ac t 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Landing Beaches Red and White at Camp Pendleton rep resen t the apex of the 
development of amphibious t r a i n i n g fac i l i t ies d u r i n g World War II b y the Uni ted 
States Mar ine Corps in t he Un i ted Sta tes . From the t ime of the commissioning 
of Camp Pendleton on September 25, 1942, to the end of World War I I , 
thousands of Marines learned the techn iques of assau l t ing an enemy beach at 
t h i s Ca l i fo rn ia s i t e . Camp Pendleton was the on ly Marine Corps establ ishment 
on the West Coast t h a t was s u f f i c i e n t l y la rge to house an en t i r e Mar ine d i v i s ion 
and p rov ide su f f i c i en t space f o r the d i v i s ion to c a r r y o u t combat maneuvers . 
The Fou r th Mar ine D i v i s i o n , wh ich was ac t i va ted at Camp Pendleton in 1943, 
was the on ly Mar ine d i v i s i on in Wor ld War II to be mounted in the Un i ted States 
and moved d i r e c t l y in to combat , when i t success fu l l y invaded Japan's Roi and 
Namur is lands in the Marshal ls in January 1944. Camp Pendleton's landing 
beaches, a long w i t h those of o the r Marine and A r m y t r a i n i n g areas i n the 
Un i ted Sta tes , Puerto Rico, Hawai i , and on fo re ign is lands in t he Car ibbean and 
the Pacific con t r i bu ted s i gn i f i can t l y to t he successful advance of Uni ted States 
forces across t he Cen t ra l Pacif ic and b e y o n d : Ta rawa , Kwaja le in , Enewetak, 
Sa ipan, T i n i a n , Guam, Palau, Iwo J ima, a n d , f i n a l l y , Ok inawa. In 1942, Maj. 
Gen . Hol land M. Sm i th , t he f a t h e r of amphib ious war fa re as f o u g h t in World War 
I I , a r r i v e d in San Diego and organ ized t he Amphib ious Force, Pacif ic Fleet 
( l a te r the F i f t h Amphib ious Corps ) and helped plan every assaul t in the Centra l 
Pacif ic and commanded the land ing forces in the invas ions of the G i l b e r t s , 
Marsha l l s , and Mar ianas . In 1946, General Smith conc luded h is f o r t y - o n e years 
o f d u t y in the U . S . Marine Corps as commander of the t r a i n i n g base at Camp 
Pend le ton , which command he had assumed in Ju ly 1945. Since t h e n , the 
land ing beaches at Pendleton have wi tnessed the t r a i n i n g o f severa l generat ions 
of young Marines and members of t he o the r Armed Forces. 

U .S . Marine Co rps : Amphib ious Warfare 

P r io r to the Span ish-Amer ican War, t he U . S . Navy employed Marines f rom 
ind i v idua l ships to c a r r y out whatever land ings t h a t had to be made on fo re ign 
shores . D u r i n g t h a t w a r , a s ign i f i can t development occu r red when a bat ta l ion 
of Marines was specia l ly organ ized to secure Guantanamo Bay in Cuba as an 
advanced naval base. Fol lowing t he war , the Mar ine Corps concent ra ted i ts 
t r a i n i n g in the defense of advanced bases, most exerc ises t a k i n g place at 
Cu lebra Is land o f f Puerto Rico, the p r inc ipa l amphibious t r a i n i n g area un t i l t he 
eve of World War I I . 

Sho r t l y a f te r World War I , a b r i l l i an t Marine o f f i c e r , Ma]. Earl H. E l l is , 
p repa red a plan concern ing the role of U . S . Marines in a hypo the t i ca l Pacif ic 
war . B reak ing w i th t r a d i t i o n , Major Ellis conceived the idea of Marines not 

ZT 
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only defending advanced bases but their assaulting and seizing enemy bases. 
Specifically, he prepared a plan for the seizure of the Marshall Islands, a 
Japanese mandate at the time. Historians have concluded that Ellis's concepts 
contained the seeds that flowered into the amphibious art of World War I I . 

The 1920s witnessed a revival of amphibious studies within the Corps. 
Expeditionary Forces were organized at Quantico, Vi rg in ia, and San Diego, 
Cali fornia, for service with the U.S. Fleet in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 
Quantico was also the site of the f i r s t school established for studying 
amphibious operations. Also in the 1920s, Marines participated in a large-scale 
landing exercise for the f i r s t time. The results were not good; but important 
lessons were learned, part icular ly the need for improved landing craf t . In 
1933, the Fleet Marine Force was established and Marines prepared a manual for 
landing operations which was eventually adopted by both the Army and the 
Navy. A series of annual t raining exercises was held at Culebra Island and at 
San Clemente Island, off San Diego, usually result ing in lessons learned rather 
than in successful landings. 

The problem of satisfactory landing craft was considerably reduced in 1939 
when Andrew J . Higgins designed a boat that proved more satisfactory than 
earlier types, a ramp in the bow being lowered for unloading. This craf t was 
the prototype for the Landing Craf t , Vehicle and Personnel (LCVP). Another 
craf t designed by Higgins became the prototype of the standard medium landing 
c ra f t , Landing Craf t , Mechanized (LCM). In 1940, Donald Roebling 
demonstrated an amphibian t ractor , the Al l igator, that he had developed for 
travel in Florida's Everglades. Quickly adopted by the Marines and the Navy, 
this Landing Vehicle, Tracked (LVT) became the standard ccaft in the Pacific. 
It has been called "the greatest tactical surprise of the war . " 

These technical developments and the refinements in amphibious warfare 
doctr ine and t ra in ing were conducted under the direction of B r i g . Gen. Holland 
M. Smith, USMC, charged by the commandant of the Corps with developing new 

1 . Jeter A. Isely and Philip A. Crowl, The U.S. Marines and Amphibious 
War, Its Theory, and Its Practice m the Pacific (Princeton: Princeton 
Universi ty Press, 1951), p. 25. Ellis died mysteriously in Japan's Palau Islands 
in 1923. In 1944, the Fourth Marine Division from Camp Pendleton was the f i r s t 
Marine uni t to capture Japanese te r r i to ry when i t invaded the Marshall islands, 
Roi and Namur. 

2. Frank O. Hough, The Island War, The United States Marine Corps m the 
Pacific (Philadelphia: J . B . Lippincott , 1947), p. 8. Wartime models of the LVT 
are on display at Camp Pendleton among a large number of post-World War II 
experimental landing cra f t . 
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amphibious t echn iques . In 1941, General Smith took command of the Amphib ious 
Force, A t l an t i c Fleet , overseeing the t r a i n i n g of the F i r s t Mar ine Div is ion and 
the F i r s t and N in th I n f a n t r y D iv i s ions , U .S . A r m y . In September 1942, Smi th , 
now a major gene ra l , t r a n s f e r r e d to San Diego to organize the Amphib ious 
Force, Pacif ic Fleet ( l a te r the F i f th Amphib ious Fo rce ) . Dubbed the fa the r of 
amphibious w a r f a r e , General Smith "p layed the leading p a r t in f o r g i n g a 
f i g h t i n g amphibious team tha t made possible the eventual successful land ings 
both the A t l an t i c and the Pac i f i c . " 

in 

Camp Pendleton 

General Smith 's a r r i v a l in San Diego co inc ided w i th the commissioning of Camp 
Pend le ton , wh ich took place on September 25, 1942, w i th Pres ident F rank l i n D. 
Roosevelt pa r t i c i pa t i ng in the a f f a i r . In add i t ion to i ts San Diego base, the 
U .S . Mar ine Corps had a l ready developed o the r fac i l i t ies in Southern Ca l i f o rn ia . 

These inc luded Camp Holcomb, renamed Camp E l l io t t , n o r t h of San Diego and 
where the Second Marine Div is ion was assembled even t hough the reserva t ion 
was too small f o r combat maneuvers ; a r i f l e range at La Jolla eventua l l y named 
Camp Mathews; and Camp Dunlap in Imperial Val ley wh ich was an a r t i l l e r y 
t r a i n i n g area. What was needed on the West Coast was a reserva t ion large 
enough to conta in a re in fo rced d i v i s ion w i t h ample room f o r combat maneuvers , 
a r t i l l e r y ranges , an a i r f i e l d , and land ing beaches. Cons t ruc t i on f o r an area 
l ike t ha t on the East Coast , Camp Lejeune in Nor th Caro l ina , had begun in 
1941. The solut ion was found in the Santa Margar i ta Ranch. In March 1942, 
t h i s 197-square-mi le r a n c h , hav ing 17 miles of coast l ine , and l y i ng 45 miles 
n o r t h of San Diego, was a c q u i r e d . Cons t ruc t i on began t ha t A p r i l and the 
reserva t ion was named Camp Pendleton in honor of Maj. Gen. Joseph H. 
Pend le ton, a d i s t i ngu i shed Marine Corps o f f i ce r who had commanded the San 
Diego Marine Base at the t ime of his re t i rement in 1924 and who had died in 
Coronado, Ca l i f o rn ia , in Feb rua ry 1942. 

In Ca l i f o rn i a , Gen. H .M. Smith oversaw t r a i n i n g of un i t s of the Second Marine 
Div is ion and the A rmy ' s Seventh I n f a n t r y D i v i s i on , the la t te r hav ing been 
selected to d r i v e Japanese forces f rom the A leu t ian Is lands . In September 
1943, the general moved to Hawaii to take command of the newly formed F i f th 
Amphib ious C o r p s , to be composed i n i t i a l l y of the Second and Four th Marine 
Div is ions and the Seventh I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n . Meanwhi le, Camp Pendleton 
wi tnessed the ac t iva t ion of t he Four th Mar ine Div is ion on A u g u s t 14, 1943. The 
new d iv i s ion consis ted of elements p rev i ous l y formed at the camp along w i th 
o the rs t h a t had t r a i ned at Camp Lejeune because of the overc rowded cond i t ions 
on the West Coast . 

3. Is ley and C r o w l , The U.S . Mar ines , p . 62. 
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Exerc ises in l a n d i n g , p i l l box r e d u c t i o n , n i g h t a t t a c k s , demol i t ion , f lame 
t h r o w e r s , and assaul t teams were d r i l l ed in to t he Mar ines . A l t h o u g h land ing 
exerc ises were c a r r i e d o u t on Beaches Red and White f rom c r a f t loaded in t he 
boat bas in at Beach B l u e , the Fou r th D iv is ion received on l y l imited exper ience 
in s h i p - t o - s h o r e t r a i n i n g . For t h ree days at t he f i r s t of January 1944, such 
movements were c a r r i e d o u t a t Camp Pendleton and San Clemente I s l and . 
O b s e r v e r s recorded t h a t t h i s rehearsal was not success fu l . In less t han a 
m o n t h , t he F o u r t h D iv is ion assaul ted Roi -Namur is lands in Kwajaiein A t o l l . 
T h e r e was no ques t ion about the d iv i s ion ' s f i g h t i n g qual i t ies once ashore , bu t 
the land ings themselves were delayed and con fused . The lack of s h i p - t o - s h o r e 
t r a i n i n g and an absence of coord inat ion between Mar ine amphibious t r a c t o r 
d r i v e r s and the t a n k land ing sh ips ' crews were most not iceable. One could be 
su re t h a t f u t u r e amphib ious t r a i n i n g would be i n tens i f i ed . 

Beaches Red and White at Camp Pendleton are h i s to r i ca l l y s ign i f i can t f o r t h e i r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s to t he successfu l Cen t ra l Pacif ic d r i v e and beyond b y U .S . Forces 
in 1944 and 1945, s i g n i f i c a n t f o r themselves and as rep resen ta t i ves f o r Marine 
t r a i n i n g fac i l i t ies in the Uni ted States and overseas. 

4 . T h e Four th Mar ine D iv is ion 's land ing on T in ian la ter in 1944 was acclaimed 
f o r i t s p e r f e c t i o n . L t . Gen. H.M. Smith called i t " t he per fec t amphibious 
ope ra t i on o f World War I I . " See Hen ry I . Shaw, Be rna rd C . N a l t y , and Edwin 
T . T u r n b l a d h , Cen t ra l Pacif ic D r i v e , H i s to ry of U .S . Mar ine Corps Operat ions 
in World War I I , v o l . 3 (Wash ing ton , 1966), p. 355. 
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BOUNDARIES 

Beach Red. Beg inn ing at a po in t on the southwest side of In te rs ta te Highway 
5 and 700 feet southeast of the in te rsec t ion o f I n te rs ta te 5 and Las Flores 
C reek , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine southwest 233 degrees to the ocean's edge , then 
in a n o r t h w e s t e r l y d i r ec t i on fo l low ing the ocean's edge f o r one mi le, t hen in a 
s t r a i g h t l ine no r theas t 53 degrees to t he b o u n d a r y between Beach Red and 
In te r s ta te 5 , t h e n i n a sou theas te r l y d i rec t i on fo l low ing t h i s b o u n d a r y to t h e 
po in t of b e g i n n i n g . 

White Beach . Beg inn ing a t a po in t on t h e southwest s ide o f In te rs ta te 
H ighway 5 and 2,450 feet sou thwest of the in te rsec t ion of I n te rs ta te 5 and the 
unnamed creek t h a t d ra ins French Canyon , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine southwest 
236 degrees to t h e ocean's e d g e , t hen in a n o r t h w e s t e r l y d i r ec t i on fo l low ing the 
ocean's edge f o r one mi le , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine no r theas t 56 degrees to the 
b o u n d a r y between Beach White and In te rs ta te 5, t hen In a southeaster ly 
d i rec t ion fo l low ing t h i s bounda ry to the po in t of b e g i n n i n g . 
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10. Geographica l Data Red Beach 
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2. Another view of Red Beach. Bluff t o t he l e f t i s nea r t he s o u t h e r n 
boundary of t h e l a n d i n g a r e a . 

Photo by E.N. Thompson February 1984 

4. Genera l view of White Beach. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson February 1984 
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received 

date entered 

1 . Name 
historic Navy Yard Puget Sound 

and or common Bremerton Navy Yard; Puget Sound Naval Shipyard 

2. Location 

street & number not tor publication 

city, town Bremerton vicinity of 

state Wasington code 5 3 county K i t s a P code 0 3 5 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

X district X public X occupied agriculture 
building(s) private unoccupied commercial 
structure both work in progress educational 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment 
object in process yes: restricted government 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial 
X no X military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name U.S. Department of the Navy 

street & number 

city, town Washington vicinity of state D.C. 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. U.S. Department of the Navy 

street & number 

city, town Washington state D.C. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title 
y 

has this property been determined eligible? yes ^ no 

date federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered -<S_ original site 

• 
good ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original fif known) physical appearance 

The i ndus t r i a l area at Puget Sound Naval Sh ipya rd lies along the w a t e r f r o n t , 
p a r t l y on new l a n d , of Sinc la i r In le t , B remer ton , Wash ing ton . T h e r e are s ix 
d r y d o c k s , of wh ich f i v e p layed roles in World War I I . From east to wes t , they 
a r e : D rydock 3, the f i r s t d r y d o c k in the U .S . Navy designed fo r sh ip 
b u i l d i n g , completed in 1919 and enlarged in 1930 to 867 feet in l e n g t h ; D rydock 
1 , 650 feet l o n g , 39 feet in d e p t h , and completed in 1896; D rydock 2 , 827 feet 
l ong , 38 feet in d e p t h , and completed in 1913; D rydocks 4 and 5, each 1,000 
feet long and cons t ruc ted at t he beg inn ing of World War I I , t h e y were large 
enough to accommodate t he la rges t bat t lesh ips and ca r r i e r s of World War I I . 
D r y d o c k 6 postdates World War 11. 

In the v i c i n i t y of the f i v e d r y d o c k s are s ix p i e r s . From west to east , t h e y 
a re : Pier 3, a f i t t i n g - o u t p ie r cons t ruc ted in 1940; Pier 4 , a f i t t i n g - o u t p ie r 
cons t ruc ted in 1941; Pier 5, b u i l t in World War I ; Pier 6 , b u i l t in World War I , 
is the l a rges t , measur ing 1,200 feet by 100 f ee t , and hav ing a 250-ton 
hammerhead crane capable o f l i f t i n g ba t t lesh ip guns and gun t u r r e t s and 
erected in 1933; and Piers 7 and 8. The d r y d o c k s and p iers resu l ted in the 
navy y a r d be ing cons idered the West Coast ba t t lesh ip repa i r center d u r i n g 
World War I I . 

A large number of shop b u i l d i n g s , s torehouses, and o the r s t r u c t u r e s are in t he 
i n d u s t r i a l a rea . A t t he east end o f the y a r d is t he la rge s h i p f i t t e r s assembly 
shop , No. 460. The T - s h a p e d , s tee l - f rame, metal-c lad bu i l d i ng was cons t ruc ted 
in 1942 and measures 540 feet by 300 feet and 80 feet in h e i g h t . I ts i n t e r i o r Is 
mainly one cavernous space. Cons t ruc t ion costs amounted to $1 mi l l ion . 
Between Drydocks 2 and 4 is the huge machine shop , No. 4 3 1 , t h a t was 
completed in 1935. A b r i c k fac ing covers the heavy concre te and steel 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . Floor space amounts to f i ve ac res . In 1942, a s i x - s t o r y 
ex tens ion , 280 feet by 170 f ee t , was added to the machine shop , resu l t i ng in 
total dimensions of 1,080 feet b y 310 fee t . 

One of the more imposing s t r u c t u r e s in t he s h i p y a r d is t he main b u i l d i n g of the 
Naval Supp l y Cen te r . T h i s seven -s to r y genera l s to rehouse , No. 467, measur ing 
450 feet by 150 f e e t , was cons t ruc ted in 1941 at a cost of $2.3 m i l l i on . The 
o ldest b u i l d i n g in t he i ndus t r i a l area is the y a r d ' s f i r s t genera l o f f i ce b u i l d i n g , 
No. 50, erec ted in 1893 b u t moved f rom i ts o r i g i na l s i te in 1910. I t is a 
2 V s t o r y f rame s t r u c t u r e , pa in ted w h i t e . Four Ionic columns s u p p o r t a 
pediment over the main en t rance , b u t t he b u i l d i n g today possesses fewer 
ex te r i o r a r ch i t ec tu ra l re f inements than when f i r s t c o n s t r u c t e d . 

Other shops in the s h i p y a r d inc lude boat and j o i n e r , cen t ra l t o o l , f o r g e , 
f o u n d r y , g a l v a n i z i n g , p a i n t , p a t t e r n , pipe and coppe r , p r i n t , r i g g e r s and 
labore rs , sail l o f t , s h i p w r i g h t , wood cau l ke r , and w e l d i n g . These bu i l d i ngs are 
cons t ruc ted of a v a r i e t y of m a t e r i a l s - - b r i c k , f r ame , meta l , and conc re te - -and in 
a v a r i e t y of sizes and shapes. Rai l road t r a c k s en te r t he rese rva t ion f r om the 
west w i th s p u r s r u n n i n g t h r o u g h the i n d u s t r i a l area f o r a to ta l l eng th of 35 
mi les. 
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Parts of t he naval reserva t ion are exc luded f rom t h i s nominat ion . These 
inc lude t he res ident ia l and admin is t ra t i ve a rea , most ly on a b l u f f west and 
n o r t h of F a r r a g u t A v e n u e , i . e . , t h e n o r t h w e s t e r n po r t i on o f t h e r e s e r v a t i o n ; 
the Naval Inac t i ve Ship Maintenance Fac i l i ty and t he vessels moored t h e r e in the 
southwest po r t i on of the r e s e r v a t i o n ; t he p ie rs and Drydock 6 south of the 
Naval S u p p l y Cen te r ; and t h a t po r t i on of the reserva t ion west of the 
seven -s to r y Naval Supp ly Cen te r , No. 467. 

The h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t recommended inc ludes t he eastern and sou the rn po r t i on of 
the naval rese rva t ion so as to inc lude the f i v e d r y d o c k s , p ie rs 3 t h r o u g h 8 , 
and t h e shops and o ther bu i l d i ngs associated w i t h t he s h i p y a r d . On ly the 
e x t e r i o r s of all s t r u c t u r e s and the general se t t ing w i t h i n the recommended 
h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t are cons idered to c o n t r i b u t e to t he h is to r ica l s ign i f i cance of the 
a rea . B u i l d i n g i n t e r i o r s and func t ions are not cons idered t o add to t h a t 
s ign i f i cance . 

A nuc lea r -powered submar ine repa i r f a c i l i t y t oday , the s h i p y a r d is h i g h l y 
res t r i c ted t o v i s i t a t i o n . A l l pho tographs in t h i s nominat ion were t aken b y an 
of f ic ia l naval pho tog rapher and c leared fo r use here in b y the s h i p y a r d . 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_._ 1700-1799 
.__ 1800-1899 
X. 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

1941-1945 

..._ conservation 
economics 
education 

_ . engineering 
exploration settlement 

.. . industry 
invention 

Builder Architect 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 

. X military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

__. religion 
science 

.__ sculpture 
._ social/ 

humanitarian 
— theater 
— transportation 
— other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Navy Y a r d Puget Sound was the p r i nc ipa l repai r establ ishment f o r 
bat t le-damaged ba t t lesh ips and a i r c r a f t c a r r i e r s as well as smaller warsh ips of 
the Pacif ic Fleet d u r i n g World War I I . Five of the e igh t ba t t lesh ips bombed at 
Pearl Ha rbo r on December 7 , 1941, were repa i red at the s h i p y a r d and r e t u r n e d 
to sea. D u r i n g t he war , the navy ya rd repa i red 31 ba t t lesh ips (some more 
than o n c e ) , 18 a i r c r a f t c a r r i e r s , 13 c r u i s e r s , and 68 d e s t r o y e r s . In a d d i t i o n , 
50 ships were bu i l t or f i t t e d out at the y a r d . T h e more than 30,000 worke rs 
b u i l t , f i t t e d o u t , r e p a i r e d , or overhau led 394 f i g h t i n g sh ips between 1941 and 
1945. The n a v y y a r d ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n to t he success of the Pacif ic Fleet f rom the 
f i r s t to the last day of the war was inest imable. 

O r i g i ns 

As ear ly as 1867, a board of army eng ineers , examining the West Coast f o r 
f u t u r e defenses, recommended the estab l ishment of a naval s ta t ion and d r y d o c k 
in Puget Sound . In 1889, Capt . A l f r ed Thaye r Mahan, USN, led a naval 
commission to examine the Pacif ic Nor thwest and Alaska fo r a n a v y y a r d s i t e . 
The commissioners recommended Point T u r n e r i n Puget Sound where the 
sh ipya rd and Bremer ton now s t a n d . Because of po l i t i ca l opposi t ion f rom 
Ca l i fo rn ia and O r e g o n , Congress d i d not app rove the s i te un t i l 1896. Later 
t ha t year the Navy purchased 190 acres at a cost or $9,513, most ly f rom a 
Seatt le land specu la to r , William B remer ton . Immediately, the Puget Sound Naval 
Stat ion was commissioned. Cons t ruc t i on of D r y d o c k 1 began in 1892 and the 
complet ion date was A p r i l 1896. The d r y d o c k , most ly of wooden cons t ruc t i on at 
f i r s t b u t now conc re te , measured 650 feet i n l e n g t h , 39 feet deep , w i t h a w i d t h 
of 130 feet a t t he top and 67 feet at the bo t tom. Cost of the pro ject came to 
$750,000. On A p r i l 1 1 , 1897, the f i r s t b a t t l e s h i p , USS Oregon , docked at the 
s ta t i on . T h r e e years la te r , in 1902, the s tat ion was raised in r a n k and 
renamed Navy Ya rd Puget Sound . The Great White Fleet , r e t u r n i n g home f rom 
i ts wor ld c ru i se i n 1908, a r r i v e d at the y a r d to re fue l a t the coal ing s ta t i on . 

D r y d o c k 2 was completed in 1913. Cons t ruc ted w i th g ran i t e and concre te , the 
completed d r y d o c k was the largest in t h e U .S . Navy at t h a t t ime , be ing 827 
feet long and 145 feet wide at the t o p . In 1917, before the Uni ted States 
en te red World War I , t he Navy Depar tment dec ided to b u i l d sh ips at t he y a r d . 
D r y d o c k 3 was cons t ruc ted f o r t h i s p u r p o s e , a l though i t was not completed 
un t i l 1919. By the end of the war , the 6,500 worke rs at Bremer ton had 
unde r taken t he cons t ruc t i on of 42 vesse ls , i n c l ud ing subchasers , submar ines , 

1 . The navy y a r d preceded ad jo in ing Bremer ton in t ime. 
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mine sweepers , ocean t u g s , and ammunit ion s h i p s , in add i t ion to 1,700 small 
boats . In 1918, the y a r d worke rs welcomed the v i s i t o f K ing George V of Great 
B r i t a i n and his s o n , t he Pr ince of Wales. Between t he two g r e a t w a r s , sh ip 
bu i l d i ng con t inued at a reduced ra te . L i gh t c ru i se r USS Louisv i l le was 
launched in 1930 and c ru i se r USS A s t o r i a , in 1933. In the 1930s, D rydock 3 
was en la rged to accommodate two naw, then-colossal c a r r i e r s , Lex ing ton and 
Sara toga , both commissioned in 1927. 

World War II 

Beg inn ing in 1938 and ex tend ing in to the ear ly 1940s, Navy Yard Puget Sound 
unde rwen t major improvements , i nc lud ing the cons t ruc t i on o f 1 ,000- foot - long 
D rydocks 4 and 5, wh ich were su f f i c i en t l y large fo r the new fas t bat t lesh ips 
t h e n u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n . New quays and p ie rs as well as shop bu i l d ings 
sprouted. . Two double s h i p b u i l d i n g ways were cons t ruc ted f o r b u i l d i n g escor t 
vesse ls . When Japan at tacked Pearl Ha rbo r , bat t lesh ip USS Colorado was at 
B remer ton unde rgo ing modern iza t ion , t hus escaping the enemy's bombs. 

F ive of the wounded ve te rans of Pearl Harbor a r r i v e d at B remer ton f o r r e p a i r s : 
ba t t lesh ips Tennessee, M a r y l a n d , Nevada, Ca l i f o rn ia , and West V i r g i n i a . 
Tennessee received new 14- inch r i f l es f o r her main b a t t e r y ; o ld a n t i a i r c r a f t 
guns were taken ou t and new 20 and 40mm bat te r ies i n s t a l l e d ; and the sh ip was 
completely overhau led and modern ized. Nevada was ex tens i ve l y rebu i l t and 
sailed f rom Puget Sound in t ime f o r the A leut ian campaign in 1943. Cal i forn ia 
had been s u n k a t Pearl H a r b o r . She was r a i s e d , he r hu l l made w a t e r t i g h t , and 
she a r r i v e d in Bremerton f o r r e p a i r s . Ca l i fo rn ia re jo ined t he ba t t le l ine in 
January 1944. West V i r g i n i a , h i t b y s ix o r seven to rpedoes , took the longest 
to repa i r and d id not re jo in the f leet un t i l Ju ly 1944, p rac t i ca l l y a new s h i p . 
In January 1944, Mary land and Colorado r e t u r n e d to Puget Sound f o r 
r e b u i l d i n g . Both ba t t lesh ips were ready to take pa r t on t he assaul t on the 
Marianas la te r t h a t yea r . O the r we l l - known ba t t lesh ips t h a t a r r i v e d at t he y a r d 
d u r i n g t h e war inc luded Pennsy lvan ia , Wash ing ton , New Je rsey , and South 
Dakota . 

In January 1942, a Japanese submar ine h i t c a r r i e r Saratoga w i t h a t o rpedo near 
O a h u , Hawai i . She a r r i v e d at Bremer ton f o r bo th repa i r s and modern iza t ion , 
i n c l u d i n g w a t e r t i g h t i n t e g r i t y and addi t ional a n t i a i r c r a f t armament. Workers 
swarmed ove r t he sh ip in a va l i an t e f f o r t to get he r ready f o r t he Bat t le of 

2. When a drought caused a shortage of hydro-electr ic i ty in Tacoma in 1929, 
Lexington arr ived at Puget Sound Navy Yard to generate electricity for the 
c i t y . 

3. These ways are no longer extant. 
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Midway in June. They could not complete the work In t ime, and Saratoga 
missed the f i gh t . Another reminder of the importance of the yard's mission 
came in a letter from Adm. Chester W. Nimitz in November 1942. He told all 
navy yards that the campaign in the Solomons hung In the balance and the 
issue could be determined by the speed with which damaged ships were 
returned to the f leet. He urged the yards to even greater efforts and more 
hours of work. Besides Saratoga, other carr iers came to Puget Sound for 
repairs, including USS Enterprise, Bunker Hi l l , Frankl in, Ticonderoga, Wasp, 
and Lexington. 

One of the more spectacular repair undertakings at Puget Sound involved 
cruiser P i t tsburg. During a typhoon in the East China Sea, the cruiser lost 
the entire forward section ahead of No. 1 gun tu r re t . At Puget Sound an 
entire new bow was bui l t and attached to the cruiser. By the end of the war, 
Navy Yard Puget Sound had repaired, overhauled, and modernized 344 f ight ing 
ships of all types. On August 12, 1944, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
arr ived at the yard on board cruiser Indianapolis. The cruiser was floated into 
Drydock 2 where the President spoke to the workers, thanking them for their 
contr ibution to the war ef for t . 

On December 1 , 1945, the navy yard's name was changed to Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard. Af ter the war, the Naval Inactive Ship Maintenance Facility became a 
tenant at the sh ipyard. Until recently, USS Missouri was moored here, open to 
v is i tors. Inactive ships today include aircraft carr iers , cru isers, destroyers, 
and submarines. Puget Sound Naval Shipyard has remained active since World 
War I I . During the Korean War, it was engaged in a ship activation program. 
In 1957, construction of guided missile ships began. Since 1961, Puget Sound 
has been engaged in the repair of nuclear-powered submarines. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangte nam» Bremerton West and Bremerton East 

UT M References 

A L M J I 5 ! 2 ! 8 ! 1 . 4 . 0 ! | B , 2 | 6 , 7 | 8 , I , O | 
Zone Easting Northing 
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Zone Easting Northing 

0 | 1 |Q | | 5 | 2 | 6 | 5 | 5 | 0 | J 5 t 2 l 6 l 6 | 8 | 2 | 0 | 

F L1L2J 1512,715,0,01 |5,216,718,0,01 

Hi , I I I , 

Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See cont inuat ion sheet 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

code county code 

Form Prepared By 
name/title Erwin N.Thompson, Historian 

organization National Park Service, Denver Service Center date August 9, 1984 

street & number 7 5 5 p a r f e t Street telephone <303) 234-4509 

city or town Denver state Colorado 80225 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is; 
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665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
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BOUNDARY 

Beg inn ing at the southwest corner of t he in te rsec t ion of Burwe l l S t ree t and a 
n o r t h - s o u t h s t ree t one block west of and paral le l to Pacif ic A v e n u e , then due 
south in a s t r a i g h t l ine along the west c u r b of t h a t s t ree t to the south co rner 
of t he s h i p y a r d ' s main gate on F ron t S t r ee t , t hen in a s t r a i g h t l ine due east 
along the south c u r b of F ron t S t ree t 200 f e e t , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine south 
southeas t , 152 degrees , f o r a d is tance of 1,400 feet to a po in t in the waters of 
S inc la i r I n l e t , t hen in a s t r a i g h t l ine south sou thwest , 240 degrees , f o r a 
d is tance of 2,300 feet to a po in t in t he waters of S inc la i r I n l e t , t hen in a 
s t r a i g h t l ine due west t h r o u g h the in le t and along the south edge of a quay fo r 
a d is tance of 3,900 f ee t , t hen in a s t r a i g h t l ine due n o r t h along the east c u r b 
of a n o r t h - s o u t h s t ree t adjacent to Naval S u p p l y B u i l d i n g 467 f o r one b lock to 
an in te rsec t ion w i t h an east -west s t r e e t , then due east along the south c u r b of 
t h a t eas t -west s t ree t one b lock to i ts in te rsec t ion w i th a n o r t h - s o u t h s t r e e t , 
t hen due n o r t h along the east c u r b of t h a t n o r t h - s o u t h s t ree t to i ts in te rsec t ion 
w i t h F a r r a g u t A v e n u e , t hen east and no r theas t along t he south c u r b of 
Fa r ragu t Avenue 3,600 feet to i ts i n te rsec t ion w i th a n o r t h - s o u t h s t r ee t , then 
n o r t h along the east c u r b of t h a t s t ree t to i ts in te rsec t ion w i t h Burwe l l S t ree t , 
t hen in a s t r a i g h t l ine due east along t he south c u r b of Burwe l l S t ree t to the 
po in t of b e g i n n i n g . 

Th i s b o u n d a r y encloses the h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t of Puget Sound Naval Sh ipya rd to 
inc lude i ts d r y d o c k s , p i e r s , and shop bu i l d i ngs o f the World War I I p e r i o d . 







1. Pier 6 on left. The huge, revolving hammerhead crane to the right 
can lift the guns and gun turrets of battleships. 

Courtesy, U.S. Navy February 1984 

2. Machine shop building. The six-story extension on the right was added 
during World War II. 

••• . U.S. Saw I-uarv 1QR4 



3. Inside Drydock 3, Puget Sound Naval shipyard. 

Courtesy, U.S. Navy February 1984 

4. Huge supply building constructed at the shipyard during World War II. 

rtesy, U.S. Naw Februarv 1984 



5. Drydock 4, one of two large drydocks constructed on the eve of World War 
II. It was capable of taking the largest battleships and carriers of that 
period. 

Courtesy, U.S. Navy February 1984 

6. Another view of Drydock 4. Tight security prohibited closer views. 

Courtesy, U.S. Navy February 1984 



7. Shopfitters building, one of many shops at the shipyard. 

Courtesy, U.S. Navy February 1984 

8. Another view of the large, L-shaped shopfitters building. 

Courtesv, U.S. Naw Februarv 1984 



9. Drydock 2 filled with water. In 1944, a cruiser bearing President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt entered this drydock. The President addressed the 
shipyard workers. 

Covirtesy, U.S Navy February 1984 
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received 

date entered 

1, Name 
historic Manzanar War Relocat ion Camp 

and or common Manzanar Internment or Concentrat ion Camp 

2, Location 

street & number . ^ _ _ — not for publication 

city, town X—vicinity of Lone Pine 

state C a l i f o r n i a code 06 county Inyo code 027 

3, Classification 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

X 

Ownership Status Present Use 
_X_ public occupied agriculture museum 

private X unoccupied commercial _ park 
. both work in progress educational private residence 

Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment ___ religious 
. in process yes: restricted X,,,, government scientific 

being considered -X yes: unrestricted __ industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4, Owner of Property 

name C i t y o f Los Angeles 

street & number 200 M, Sprang St ree t 

city, town Los Angeles vicinity of state C a l i f o r n i a 

5, Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, redistry of deeds, etc. Inyo County. Courthouse „_^______ 

city,town lime Pine state C a l i f o r n i a 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
t i t i e Manzanar War Relocat ion Center has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

dat€ July 30, 1976 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Nat iona l Register o f H i s t o r i c Places 

city,town Washington state DC 

street & number 

X_ 

x_ 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent ^ — deteriorated ^ _ unaltered _X. original site 

_good 
X fair unexposed 

aeierrprmeu -^— 
A ruins _ altered moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Manzanar War Relocation Center, an internment camp, i s in Owens Valley, 
California, a t the eastern base of the dramatic Sierra Valley and near 
Mount Whitney. The rugged mountain peaks form an impressive background for the 
dry desert of the campsite. To the eas t , the Inyo Mountains form the skyline. 
Formerly agr icu l tura l land, Owens Valley changed*to i t s deser t - l ike qual i ty 
when the City of Los Angeles arranged to use the va l l ey ' s water resources early 
in th is century. In 1942, the U.S. Government set aside 6,000 acres in the 
valley for the establishment of a camp for the Internment of persons of Japanese 
descent. Of th i s area , 640 acres were for the camp proper. 

The 640-acre rectangle that comprised the 10,000-person capacity camp was 
or ig inal ly surrounded by a barbed-wire fence with a watch tower at each corner 
and midway along each of the four s ides . The fence and the towers are gone, 
but along the western side of the former camp the trace of the fence i s v i s ib le 
by means of a row of posts , and the concrete foundation posts of the northwest 
tower remain. 

At the main entrance of the camp, 1st S t ree t , the inhabitants bu i l t two stone 
s t ruc tu res , each having a hint of Oriental a rchi tec ture in i t s ou t l ine . The 
s t ructure nearer the highway was a sentry post manned by Army personnel. The 
other was a police post manned by internees . On the walls of both, returning 
veterans of the camp have inscribed their names, often l i s t i n g their room, 
bui lding, and block numbers. The State of California has placed a landmark 
plaque on the sentry post . 

In the beginning, the has t i l y b u i l t , one-story barracks were divided into 
rooms, each 20 feet by 24 feet and each housing a family. These barracks were 
arranged into 36 blocks of 16 barracks each. The dusty s t r ee t s that separated 
the blocks can be traced in p a r t . Common bathrooms, showers, laundries , and 
mess ha l l s were located within the blocks. Here and the re , concrete slabs with 
their drain holes and concrete posts that supported s t ruc tures are found. 
Within several of the blocks, t races of former rock gardens survive. North of 
Block 23, near the orphanage s i t e , are t races of the largest Japanese-style 
garden, Merritt Park, in the camp. 

The southeast corner of the camp was the Federal administrative area with 
offices and staff housing. Ruins here are more extensive than elsewhere in the 
camp. Several rock walls and concrete slabs stand. Also, rock-lined flower 
c i rc les and rock-lined paths are more prevalent than in the camp generally. 
One rock-walled c i rc le marks the s i t e of the camp f lagstaff . 

Northwest of the main entrance, and now having i t s own entrance from the highway, 
i s the only substant ia l building remaining. This large metal building served 
as the school auditorium and i s an Inyo County maintenance shop and garage. 
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West of the camp and adjacent to it is a cemetery site. The inscription on a 
monument translates to English as the "Tower of Memory." Several burials are 
said to remain. At the northwest corner of the camp, the concrete footings of 
the hospital complex are found. Trees scattered along intermittent Bairs Creek 
in the southwest area offer some shade. Camp residents once had a picnic area 
her e. 

In 1945, the campsite was cleared of nearly all structures and returned to the 
administration of the City of Los Angeles in much the same condition as it had 
been before. The historically significant area is the 640 acres that comprised 
the camp at Manzanar and which was surrounded by a barbed-wire fence. It 
includes the cemetery site that lay outside the fence. 

Outside the boundary of the camp, northwest of the northwest corner and near 
Shepherd Creek, is a 600,000-galion water reservoir constructed by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. It is excluded from the recommended boundaries. 



8. Significance 

Period 
.... prehistoric 

..... 1400-1499 
...... 1500-1599 

1600-1699 
. . 1700-1799 

1800-1899 
_X. 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

Specific dates 1942-45 

. community planning 
conservation 

. . _. economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration settlement 

. industry 
. invention 

Builder Architect 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

X 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

_Wartime I n t e r n m e n t 
Camp 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

On February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 
9066, which authorized the Secretary of War to exclude citizens and aliens from 
certain designated areas as a security measure against sabotage and espionage. 
As a result, 110,000 persons of Japanese descent, most of them American citizens, 
were forcibly removed from their homes in California, Oregon, Washington, and 
Alaska, and removed to permanent camps far from the Pacific Coast. Manzanar 
was the first of these camps. Here, in a scrubby desert, 10,000 of these 
people were herded into barracks without being accused of any crime or given 
any hearing or a trial. Thus, a long history of anti-Japanese agitation and 
legislation on the West Coast reached a climax. Eventually, most Americans 
came to the conclusion that a grave injustice had been caused these people and 
their constitutional rights had been violated. Meanwhile, the vast majority of 
Japanese-Americans remained loyal to the country despite this great adversity. 
Manzanar is symbolic of this drastic event in American history, an event that 
is a reminder that a nation of laws needs constantly to honor the concept of 
freedom and the rights of its citizens. 

Japanese-Americans 

The arrival of the first Japanese immigrants in the United States in the 1880s 
was welcomed by West Coast promoters who were looking for cheap labor to replace 
Chinese after the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. At first, Japanese were slow 
to enter the United States, although a number emigrated to the Kingdom of Hawaii 
to work on the sugar plantations. When Hawaii became a United States Territory 
in 1898, many of these Japanese were free to move to the mainland, eventually 
causing Californians of an anti-Asian persuasion to view the newcomers as part 
of an Oriental threat to the social well-being of the country. At the same 
time, Japan was developing into an industrial nation at an astounding rate, 
which also alarmed some Americans of a "Yellow Peril." 

The migration continued. In 1890 there were 3,000 Japanese in the United States. 
In 1900, 12,600 arrived, mostly from Hawaii. Between 1900 and 1908, 135,000 
Japanese entered the country, many settling in California. Political and labor 
leaders, joined by newspaper publishers, began active campaigns against further 
immigration. Reacting to California's concerns, the Federal Government 
restricted Japanese immigration in 1908 ("The Gentleman's Agreement"), then 
prohibited it entirely in 1924. Also, Japanese who had entered the country 
were barred from citizenship. Meanwhile, California passed the Alien Land Law 
in 1913, which had the effect of preventing Japanese immigrants from owning 
land. Many Issei (first-generation immigrants), however, simply transferred 
their titles to their American-born children (Nisei). 
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Even before Japan's surprise attack on Pearl Harbor sentiment against Japanese 
in America had reached a high pitch. December 7, 1941, lit the flame. Secretary 
of the Navy Frank Knox, returning from a hasty inspection of Hawaii, informed 
the nation that the attack had succeeded because of the effective fifth-column 
work in the Islands. In fact, there was no fifth column in Hawaii. Lt. Gen. 
John L. DeWitt, commanding general of the Western Defense Command, wrote in 
February 1942: 

The Japanese race is an enemy race and while many second and third genera
tion Japanese born on United States soil, possessed of United States 
citizenship, have become "Americanized," the racial strains are undiluted. 
... It, therefore, follows that along the Pacific Coast over 112,000 
potential enemies, of Japanese extraction, are at large today. There are 
indications that these were organized and ready for concerted action at a 
favorable opportunity. The very fact that no sabotage has taken place to 
date is a disturbing and confirming indication that such action will be 
taken.1 

General DeWitt carried out Presidential Executive Order 9066, first attempting 
to have Japanese-Americans move from military zones voluntarily. State govern
ments in the Interior of the country generally refused to receive these people. 
Meanwhile, the Justice Department rounded up aliens who were considered poten
tially dangerous to the war effort. These included both German and Japanese 
individuals who were turned over to the Department's own internment centers.2 

On March 18, 1942.the War Relocation Authority (WRA), first headed by Milton 
S. Eisenhower and then by Dillon S. Myer, was created to head the mass resettle
ment. The U.S. Army selected the first two camp sites, Manzanar in California's 
Owens Valley and Poston on the Colorado River in Arizona. The Artu, Corps of 
Engineers began construction at these two sites and eight other that were 
chosen by the WRA: 

Camp 

Manzanar, Ca l i fo rn i a 
Tule Lake, Ca l i f o rn i a 
Poston, Arizona (3 u n i t s ) 
R ive r8 , Arizona (2 u n i t s ) 
Minidoka, Idaho 
Topaz, Utah 
Granada, Colorado 
Heart Mountain, Wyoming 
Jerome, Arkansas 
Rohwer, Arkansas 

Capacity 

10,000 
16,000 
20,000 
15,000 
10,000 
10,000 

8,000 
12,000 
10,000 
10,000 
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The Army oversaw the evacuation, which began in March and was completed by 
August 1942, and controlled most of the evacuees themselves until November when 
the War Relocation Authority took over camp administration. Manzanar, however, 
differed. It was filled to overflowing early in the process, its evacuees 
being moved there directly from their homes rather than being first sent to 
assembly centers, and the camp was turned over to the WRA on June 1, 1942. 

The Japanese-Americans arriving at Manzanar found themselves in miserable 
circumstances. Rows of 20 by 100-foot, tarpaper-covered barracks were their 
living quarters. All other facilities were communal. One woman later recalled, 

They used cheap pine wood /for walls/. The knots would fall off so we 
could see into a neighbor's room, and we could hear the shocking sound of 
voices, complaining, arguing bitterly. We weren't used to this. Our 
family was a gentle family. I was deeply upset because our daughter was 
listening, and I couldn't shut it out.' 

By their own efforts, however, the internees gradually improved their living 
conditions as far as circumstances allowed. Doctors and medical supplies 
slowly improved in quality and quantity. After severe shortages, school 
supplies became more plentiful. The internees established a chicken ranch, a 
hog farm, and a pickle factory. For a time, the camp manufactured camouflage 
materials for the military. 

A picture has sometimes been drawn of Japanese-Americans living passively in 
these camps throoughout the long months of internment, accepting their fate 
calmly. In fact, episodes of turmoil and violence occurred in nearly all the 
camps. Manzanar was no exception. In December 1942, six masked men attacked 
a suspected informer for the camp administration. The latter identified one of 
the attackers who was jailed. A mass meeting was held to protest the arrest. 
Negotiations breaking down, an angry crowd regathered and vowed to "get" other 
suspected informers. The camp director ("project director") then called in 
military police. The crowd refused to disperse; the military police threw tear 
gas, then opened fire. Two men were killed and nine wounded. The suspected 
leaders of the riot were removed from Manzanar and eventually were resettled at 
Tule Lake, California, after that camp became a center for dissenters from all 
the others. 

As 1942 ended, the War Department decided to establish a Nisei combat team for 
service in Europe. Volunteers had to pass a loyalty review by answering a 
questionnaire. This poorly written document resulted in deep divisions within 
the camps. Some people refused to answer questions concerning loyalty on the 
basis their legal rights were being denied. Deep and troubling rifts among the 
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internees developed. In the end, men from Manzanar volunteered for the Army, 
and the all-Nisei 442nd Regimental Combat Team went on to glory in Italy and 
France. Another 3,700 Nisei served in combat areas in the Pacific War, mainly 
in intelligence functions, where they won the admiration of Army and Marine 
officers in the Central Pacific and elsewhere. 

As the war progressed, more and more American leaders questioned the justifica
tion for continuing the relocation camps. As the months passed, more and more 
internees received permission to leave the camps, for military service, college, 
farm work, and the like. Manzanar's population declined to 5,000 in 1944; the 
camp was closed in 1945. Forty years later, Japanese-Americans continue to 
make annual pilgrimages to this scene of their incarceration. 
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Footnotes 

1. Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians, Personal 
Justice Denied, Report of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment 
Of Civilians (Washington, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1982), p. 6. 

2. Department of Justice internment centers are not to be confused with the 
ten relocation or internment camps to which the general West Coast Japanese 
population was moved. Since 1942, there has been much debate over the 
names of the latter camps. Although some Japanese-Americans prefer the 
term "concentration camps," the application of this term to the horrors in 
Europe make it unacceptable to other Americans. The U.S. Supreme Court 
refused to use the term in 1944. The term "internment camp" allows for 
confusion between the ten camps and the Justice Department's detention 
centers. "Relocation camp" is innocuous. 

3. Fred Barbash, "In Desert Camp, Life Behind Barbed Wire," The Washington 
Post, December 6, 1982. 
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Boundary Description 

Starting at a point where Highway 395 meets a dirt road entering the highway 
from the west 2,950 feet southeast of the intersection of Highway 395 and 
Shepherd Creek, then in a straight line along the west side of Highway 395 
southeast for a distance of 6,250 feet to where Highway 395 meets a dirt road 
entering the highway from the west, then in a straight line in an southwesterly 
direction along the north side of that dirt road and projecting the line beyond 
the turning of that road for a total distance from Highway 395 of 4,250 feet, 
then in a straight line in a northwesterly direction until it reaches the east 
side of a northwest-southeast dirt road, then continuing in a straight line 
along the east side of that road to its end, then in a straight line along the 
south side of a dirt road in a northeasterly direction to the point of beginning. 
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1. Guard posts at entrance to the Manzanar Camp. The nearer building was 
manned bv the military: residents controlled the other one. 

•'hot') by E.N. Thompson February 1QH4 

February 1Q84 

2- A former occupant of the Manzanar Camp returns. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson 



3. Manzanar street separating blocks of barracks. Sierra Nevada in the 
background. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson Febraury 198a 

4. Stone ruins in the administrative area, Manzanar. 

Photo bv E.N. Thompson February 1984 



5. S t e p s l e a d i n g nowhere , Manzanar, 

Photo by E.N. Thompson 

6. R o c k - l i n e d w a l k , Manzanar . 

Photo bv E.N. Thompson February 1984 

February 1984 



7. Abandoned flower plots. Manzanar 

Photo bv E.N. Thompson 

8. Concrete pad for a bathhouse, Manzanar. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson 

February 1984 

February 1984 



Photo by E.N. Thompson 
L r - ^ ^ » February 1984 
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1, Name 
historic Sitka Naval Operating Base & U.S. A r m y Coastal Defenses, Sitka 

and or common Sitka; the Causeway; Mt, Edgecumbe School 

2. Location 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

street & number 

city, town _X_ vicinity of Sitka 

s ta te Alaska code 02 county Sitka Distr ict 

not for publication 

code 220 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

X district _X__ public X occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted X government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, USDI , Juneau Area Off ice, PO Box 3-8000, Juneau, AK 99802 

name and Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, Juneau, A K 99811 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Alaska State Off ice, Bureau of Land Management, USD I 

555 Cordova Street, Anchorage, AK 9 9 5 0 1 ; 
street & number and State Magistrate Alaska, Sitka, A K 99835 

city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title has this property been determined eligible? yes _X- no 

date federal state county local 

depository tor survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X. original site 

Mk good X ruins X altered moved date _ 
B fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Naval Operating Base. Located on Japonski Island, 220 acres, immediately in 
f ront of the City of Sitka, the Sitka Naval Operating Base began as a naval air 
station in 1939, although some seaplane facilit ies had been developed two years 
earl ier. In 1946, the Navy transferred the property to the Bureau of Indian 
Af fa i rs , USDI, which opened Mt. Edgecumbe School for Native Alaskan children 
in 1947. This school closed in 1983. The majority of the permanent naval 
s t ruc tures, located on the northeast side of the is land, have been retained. 
The school used many in their original funct ions, e . g . , a gymnasium; while 
others were put to adaptive uses, e . g . , a hangar became vocational shops. 
Through the years, the structures were "brought up to code" many times. But 
the exteriors of these permanent buildings and the general setting are 
remarkably t rue to their World War II appearance. Future use for this area has 
not been decided. 

Elsewhere on Japonski Island several changes have occurred since the war. 
Nearly all of the navy's wartime temporary structures have disappeared. The 
U.S. Coast Guard has erected a modern station at the northwest end of the 
island. On high ground southwest of the naval hangars, U.S. Public Health 
Service operates a large, concrete, f ive-s tory hospital , constructed in 1950. 
(A small ell to the rear was originally a naval medical fac i l i t y . ) On the west 
side of Japonski, a runway has been carved out of rock and muskeg to serve 
Sitka's community a i rpor t . During the war, transportat ion between the naval 
base and Sitka was by f e r r y . In 1972, a steel br idge joined the two. 

Japonski Island was set aside as a naval reservation in the 19th century. In 
1902, the navy established a coaling station on i t , of which one large coal 
storage building sti l l stands, having been modified on both its interior and 
exter ior . Construction of the naval air station proper began in 1939, f i r s t by a 
contractor, but completed by Seabees. 

Designed primari ly fo r seaplanes, air facilit ies consist of a large, concrete 
aircraf t parking area-runway next to the water's edge and facing on Sitka 
Harbor. Two concrete ramps (50 by 270 feet and 50 by 310 feet) lead into the 
water. The parking area sti l l has numerous steel rings for ty ing down 
a i rcraf t . Inland are two large metal hangars side by side, each measuring 254 
by 186 feet. The_ northern hangar has a control tower extending above the 
roof l ine. Two walls of the operations room within this tower have large murals 
of Southern and Southeast Alaska; but it is not known if they date from the 
war or were added later when the Federal Aviation Author i ty operated there. 
The school used the northern hangar as vocational t ra in ing workshops, while a 
fieldhouse-gymnasium was housed in the southern one. 

There having been no level area on Japonski suited for a land runway, a 
system of arrest ing gear and catapults was placed on the parking area in f ron t 
of the hangars which allowed car r ier - type aircraf t to land on a 1,555- by 
98-foot str ip--simifar to an aircraf t car r ier 's . No trace of this equipment 
remains. According to Seabee records, a th i rd hangar was constructed dur ing 
the war, possibly In a large open area south of the exist ing ones. Set into a 
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re ta in ing wall to the rear of the hangars is a series of smal l , s tou t l y 
cons t ruc ted n i tches t h a t se rved as ready magazines. The seaplane runways 
were in S i tka Harbor (Channe l ) and in nearby Jamestown Bay. 

Southeast of the a i r s t a t i o n , the navy cons t r uc ted two p i e r s , of wh ich the 
ma in , T -shaped one is in an advanced state of de te r i o ra t i on today . In land f rom 
these p i e r s , s t r e t ch ing along the south end of the i s l a n d , is t he base's 
i ndus t r i a l area. Among t he more p rominen t s t r u c t u r e s in t h i s area are the 
former coal ing b u i l d i n g ( a b o v e ) , shop b u i l d i n g s , and bombproof power p lan t . 

On h ighe r g r o u n d beh ind the hangars s tands t he admin is t ra t i ve area: at the 
sou th end is a t w o - s t o r y , concre te admin is t ra t ion b u i l d i n g . Near i ts cen te r , a 
t h i r d s t o r y Juts up which was a communicat ions cen te r . On i ts top is a 
observa t ion deck (c row 's n e s t ) . The school , t oo , used th i s s t r u c t u r e as an 
admin is t ra t i ve cen te r , w i th of f ices and classrooms. In f r o n t of the bu i l d ing is a 
g rassy area conta in ing a f lags ta f f and a Russ ian-manufac tu red f ie ld p iece, the 
h i s t o r y of wh ich is u n k n o w n . (S i t ka was Alaska 's capital un t i l 1900.) Also 
fac ing the cannon, at r i gh t - ang les to the admin is t ra t ion b u i l d i n g , is the 
concre te naval recreat ion center t ha t conta ined a gymnasium-800-seat t hea te r , 
soda f o u n t a i n , and bowl ing a l leys . The school used the s t r u c t u r e f o r much t he 
same f u n c t i o n s , i nc lud ing g i r l s ' gymnasium and school l i b r a r y . In a row and 
adjacent to th i s b u i l d i n g are t h ree o the r permanent s t r u c t u r e s - - t w o l a rge , two -
and t h r e e - s t o r y ba r racks and a concre te mess h a l l . A l l f o u r bu i l d i ngs are 
jo ined by c losed- in c o r r i d o r s . In school days the b a r r a c k s , d i v ided in to rooms, 
served as s tuden ts ' s leeping q u a r t e r s . The mess hall and k i tchen (ga l l ey ) 
con t inued to f unc t i on as s u c h . A l a r g e , comfor table lounge served t h r o u g h 
bo th e ras . Bu t t he naval b r i g , wh ich is w i t h i n t h e complex, was conve r ted to 
a l aundre t te for s t u d e n t s . 

Between the hangar area and the nor thwes t end of the is land was o f f i ce rs ' 
c o u n t r y . Here s tands a l a rge , t h r e e - s t o r y , bachelor o f f i ce rs ' q u a r t e r s , s ince 
conver ted to apa r tmen ts ; s ix dup lexes f o r j u n i o r mar r i ed o f f i ce rs ( fami l ies were 
removed soon a f te r Pearl H a r b o r ) ; f ou r la rger sets of q u a r t e r s f o r senior 
o f f i c e r s ; and an o f f i ce r s ' c lub (now named the Totem C l u b ) . These several 
s t r u c t u r e s were occupied by s ta f f personnel d u r i n g the school pe r iod . 

Beg inn ing as a n e a t - a n d - t i d y naval air s tat ion and g row ing into a naval 
opera t ing base ( a i r s t a t i o n , radio s t a t i on , naval sector base, Marine b a r r a c k s , 
and subord ina te naval shore a c t i v i t i e s ) , the ins ta l la t ion read i l y adapted to a 
pos t -war role as a board ing school . Back in 1943, a n e w l y - a r r i v e d Seabee 
w r o t e : 

1 . The power p lan t is s imi lar to ones at Kodiak and Dutch Ha rbo r . T h i s is 
not s u r p r i s i n g as the same con t rac to r cons t ruc ted all t h ree at the same t ime. 
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It was a fee l ing of d isbe l ie f when we walked in to a t h ree s t o r y , steam 
heated b a r r a c k s complete w i th t i l e heads and showers , lounge, double 
decked steel b u n k s , e igh t inch t h i c k mat t resses, steel l ocke rs , and a 
magni f ic ient v iew f rom e v e r y w indow. . . . We were amazed when we 
walked in to t he mess h a l l . The i n t e r i o r was w h i t e , stainless steel 
steam tables and coffee u r n s , t i l e deck , clean l inoleum topped tab les , 
and a r ad io - v i c t r o i a combinat ion . The l i b r a r y possessed p rac t i ca l l y 
e v e r y t h i n g one wou ld want to read . . . . The recreat ion bu i l d i ng 
housed the t hea te r , can teen , basketba l l c o u r t , bowl ing a l l eys , b i l l i a rd 
tab les , exerc ise rooms, heads and showers . 

Coastal Defenses 

The spec i f ic h is to r i ca l resource is For t Rousseau on Makhnat i Is land and i ts 
Causeway is lands . B u t to p r o v i d e a h is to r i ca l s e t t i n g , the a rmy 's coastal 
defense rote is desc r ibed in g e n e r a l . Once t he naval a i r s ta t ion was u n d e r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , p lann ing began f o r t he insta l la t ion of h a r b o r defenses to p ro tec t 
t he base. T h e n a v y ' s con t rac to r began w o r k on army hous ing in January 1941. 
The in i t ia l g a r r i s o n a r r i v e d f rom Ch i lkoo t Ba r racks in May. L i t t l e room be ing 
le f t on Japonsk i i s l a n d , t he army selected two small is lands to the s o u t h , 
Charcoal and A l i ce . Named Fort Ray in September 1941, the two is lands are 
not cons idered to be h i s to r i ca l l y s ign i f i can t b u t are ment ioned here because t he 
name For t Ray is genera l l y appl ied to al l a rmy ins ta l la t ions at S i t k a . From 
1941 to 1943, For t Ray was recognized as the army 's headquar te rs at S i t ka . In 
1943, a reorgan iza t ion resu l ted in For t Ray be ing a t tached to t he Harbor 
Defenses, which now had t h e i r headquar te rs on Makhnat i I s l and . 

S i t ka 's h a r b o r defenses were meager t h r o u g h o u t 1941. Not u n t i l f i v e days a f te r 
Pearl Harbor d i d the army announce tha t S i t ka would acqu i re t h ree 6- inch gun 
ba t te r ies . Meanwhi le , a u t h o r i t y was g iven to cons t ruc t a causeway from 
Japonski to connect a s t r i n g of is lands o u t in to S i t ka Sound and te rm ina t ing at 
Makhnat i Is land where fo r t i f i ca t i ons would be p laced. 

2 . From an e x t r a c t of CBMU 512 - Alaska and the Phi l ippines, June 
1943 - A u g u s t 1945, p p . 31-32, H is to ry F i les , S i tka National His tor ica l Pa rk . 

3. For t Ray was named in honor of B r i g . Gen. Pa t r i ck H. Ray who was 
stat ioned at S i tka as a l ieutenant in 1897 reg i s t e r i ng food suppl ies of wou ld -be 
gold seekers . 
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Construction of the 8,100-foot, rock- f i l l causeway proved most d i f f icu l t . The 
water varied in depth from 12 to 60 feet. Strong cur rents , angry waves, and 
fierce storms required the causeway to be armored with rocks weighting up to 
40 tons. The causeway was continually breached, result ing in seemingly 
endless repairs. The islands themselves were rocky knobs that had to be 
levelled. Costing oyer $2 mil l ion, the causeway was completed, apparently, in 
the summer of 1942. Non-fort i f ication facilities included: 

Japonski to Nevski. No structures on Nevski 
Nevski to Reshimosti Island. Ration storehouse on Reshimosti 
Reshimosti to Virublennoi Island. Ration storehouse on Virublennoi 
Virublennoi to Gold Island. Fuse house on Gold 
Gold to Sasedni Island. Three motor sheds, two officers' quarters, two 

storehouses, eight barracks, two dayrooms, and two mess halls on 
Sasedni 

Sasedni to Kirushkin Island. Eight barracks, two mess halls, two day 
rooms, three storehouses, and a dispensary on Kirushkin 

Kirushkin to Mogilnoi Island. No structures on Mogilnoi 
Mogilnoi to Makhnati Island. No known non-fort i f icat ion structures of 

Makhnati 

None of these structures remain standing, but concrete slabs and other 
remnants test i fy to their former presence. 

In July 1943, Makhnati ( including the causeway) was declared to be the 
headquarters post of the Harbor Defenses of Sitka and was named Fort 
Rousseau, in honor of Maj. Gen. Lowell H. Rousseau. Defense structures were 
erected on four islands, with the principal works being on Makhnati. Still 
standing on Virublennoi are three reinforced-concrete, igloo-type ammunition 
magazines and an earth-covered, concrete "bunker" of unknown funct ion. 
Moving out to the next island, Sasedni, one f inds four reinforced-concrete 
emplacements. These were for four of fourteen 20mm antiaircraft weapons that 
the navy gave the army in July 1942. Near each emplacement is a 
reinforced-concrete-structure that appears to be a personnel shelter. 

4. Records state that the causeway reached Mogilnoi Island in March 1942, 
with 800 feet to go, but they fail to mention a completion date. Col. John 
Copeland, Fort Ray, to Gen. S.B. Buckner, Mar. 19, 1942, in Correspondence 
of Maj. Gen. S.B. Buckner, Record Group 338, Alaska Defense Command, 
Washington National Records Center, MD. 

5. Detailed plans of Alaska's World War II fort i f icat ions are said to be f i led at 
the Corps of Engineers Alaska Distr ic t . But efforts to examine these drawings 
ended in fa i lure. 
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On the next island, K i rushk in , an elaborate reinforced-concrete and 
mortared-stone complex of rooms is concealed in a narrow cleft . Stamped into 
the concrete over a doorway is "1942." This is a "temporary" Harbor Defense 
Command Post (HDCP) that the army constructed early in 1942 to coordinate the 
harbor defenses for Sitka. The complex is anything but " temporary"; i t will 
last for centuries. What the army seems to have had in mind was that the 
permanent location of a HDCP would be elsewhere when the defenses were 
complete. That was the case; the HDCP for Sitka was eventually established on 
Makhnati Island. 

Makhnati Island was not only the headquarters for Sitka's Harbor Defenses, i t 
had a f ixed bat tery of two 6-igch guns, f lanked on either side by a 155mm gun 
emplacement (Panama mounts). These defense works are impressive. To the 
rear of a rocky hil l are two large spl interproof, reinforced-concrete magazines. 
Camouflage in the form of chicken wire and str ips of burlap sti l l festoon their 
f ron ts . Forward of the hill is the 6-inch bat tery. The weapons were mounted 
in barbette emplacements. Behind them is a complex, casemated st ructure that 
housed ammunition magazines and administrative areas that housed the Harbor 
Defense Command Post, Harbor Entrance Control Post, and headquarters for 
Harbor Defenses. Deep underground are three rooms whose function is 
unknown (local tradit ion holds they served as a hospital or dispensary). Even 
the Coast Ar t i l l e ry was impressed; the commanding officer wrote -Ihe Alaskan 
Department, "You should see i t , a typical Coast Ar t i l le ry Fort ress." 

Makhnati and its Causeway, portions of which have been damaged by storms, 
are now cut off from Japonski Island by a modern jet runway. The airport 
management, however, makes arrangements for visi tors to cross the runway at 
scheduled times. The Causeway and its islands are owned by the State of 
Alaska. 

Other coastal defenses at Sitka included an unf inished, f ixed 6-inch gun 
battery at Shoals Point, Kruzof Island, eleven miles west of Si tka, and called 
Fort Babcock. Shoals Point also had a temporary battery of two 6-inch naval 
guns. A similar, "incomplete battery was constructed on Biorka Island twenty 
miles south of Sitka (Fort Pierce). Three 75mm guns at Olga Point covered the 

6. The 155mm battery was completed by March 1942. It guarded the harbor 
while the permanent, 6-inch battery was being constructed. 

7. Col. J .E . Copeland, Fort Ray, to Maj. Gen. S.B. Buckner, March 19, 
1942, in Correspondence of Maj. Gen. S.B. Buckner, Alaska Department, 
Record Group 338, Washington National Records Center, Suitland MD. 
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n o r t h e r n ins ide passage to S i t k a . And t w o , t w o - g u n 90mm bat te r ies were 
placed on Watson Point outs ide the town and on nearby Whale I s land . Scat tered 
on several is lands near S i tka were re in fo rced -conc re te f i r e con t ro l s ta t ions , 
r a d a r s , and coastal sea rch l i gh t she l te rs . Many o f these s t r u c t u r e s s t i l l e x i s t . 

S i tka Naval Opera t i ng Base: The h i s to r i ca l l y s i gn i f i can t fea tures w i t h i n the 
proposed boundar ies are: two a i r c r a f t h a n g a r s , metal c l a d , 186 feet by 254 
feet each , and a con t ro l tower mounted on t he n o r t h hanga r ; the concrete 
p a r k i n g a r e a - r u n w a y in f r o n t of t he hanga rs ; two concre te seaplane ramps; 
ready ammunit ion magazines beh ind the h a n g a r s ; coal s torage b u i l d i n g ; 
bombproof power p l a n t ; shops b u i l d i n g s ; admin is t ra t ion b u i l d i n g ; f l ags ta f f ; 
recreat ion cen te r ; two ad jo in ing b a r r a c k s , one t h r e e - s t o r y and one t w o - s t o r y ; 
concre te-wal led mess h a l l ; bachelor o f f i ce rs ' q u a r t e r s , t h r e e - s t o r i e s ; six dup lex 
o f f i ce rs ' q u a r t e r s ; f ou r o f f i ce rs ' qua r te rs fo r senior o f f i c e r s ; and the o f f i ce rs ' 
c lub (Totem C l u b ) . 

Exc luded f rom the potent ia l nat ional h is tor ica l landmark on Japonski Is land and 
ou ts ide t he proposed boundar ies are: a res ident ia l complex; t he U .S . Coast 
Guard S t a t i o n ; S i tka a i r p o r t ; and the b r i dge f rom Japonski Is land to the C i t y 
of S i t ka . 

For t Rousseau and Causeway: The h is to r i ca l l y s ign i f i can t features w i t h i n the 
proposed boundar ies a re ; 

Causeway, 8,100 feet in l e n g t h , r ock - f i l l 
Nevski Is land 
Reshimosti Is land 
V i rub lenno i I s l and : t h r e e r e i n f o r c e d - c o n c r e t e , i g l oo - t ype ammunit ion 

magazines; and an ea r th -covered concrete b u n k e r 
Gold Is land 
Sasedni I s l and : f o u r re in fo rced-conc re te a n t i a i r c r a f t gun emplacements, 

and f o u r re in fo rced -conc re te personnel she l te rs 
K i r u s h k i n I s l a n d : re in fo rced -conc re te h a r b o r defense command post 

( t e m p o r a r y ) 
Mogi lnoi Is land 
Makhnat i Is land ( F o r t Rousseau) : two 6 - i nch coastal g u n emplacements; 

two 155mm gun emplacements; two re in fo rced -conc re te ammunit ion 
magazines; re in fo rced -conc re te complex con ta in ing magazines/ ha rbo r 
defense h e a d q u a r t e r s , harbor defense command pos t , and h a r b o r 
en t rance con t ro l pos t . 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
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1400-1499 archeology-historic 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
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Specific dates 
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architecture 
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commerce 
communications 

1939-1943 
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engineering 
exploration settlement 
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invention 

Builder Architect 

landscape architecture religion 
law 
literature 

X_ military 
music 
philosophy 
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science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Sitka Naval Operating Base had the Navy's f i r s t air station in Alaska for the 
defense of that strategically located land as the world plunged into war in 1939. 
Its patrol planes covered the entire Southeast Alaska and far out into the Gulf 
of Alaska. Soon joined by naval air stations far ther west, at Kodiak and Dutch 
Harbor, it became an intermediate point between them and Puget Sound. After 
the attack on Pearl Harbor, when it was not known where the enemy might 
str ike next , Sitka's preparedness was crucial . Again, when the Imperial Fleet 
sailed east in June 1942, Sitka was alert for a potential assault on the Alaskan 
mainland. The Army's coastal defenses at Sitka, with their headquarters and 
key installations on Makhnati, stood ready through those tense months to 
defend the naval base against attack. 

The Bui ld-up 

In the 1930s, the War Department, considering the possibil i ty of war in the 
Pacific, developed Plan Orange that recognized the strategic tr iangle of Alaska, 
Hawaii, and Panama as America's main line of defense. Ironical ly, at that time 
Alaska had no land, sea, or air defenses, only a small peacetime garrison at 
Chilkoot Barracks near Haines. Then, in 1937, the Navy secured a small 
appropriation to establish some facil it ies at Sitka for servicing its PBY 
Catalinas. One year later, a naval board urged the construction of naval air 
stations at Sitka, Kodiak, and Dutch Harbor, all in Alaska. Congress 
appropriated funds in 1939 and the Navy employed a civil ian contractor, Siems 
Drake Puget Sound, to begin construct ion. 

The Navy had long had an interest in Sitka where i t had acquired a reservation 
on Japonski Island when the United States purchased Alaska. From 1879 to 
1884, the U.S. Navy had the responsibil i ty for maintaining law and order in the 
Te r r i t o r y , where lawlessness ru led. In 1902, it established a coaling station on 
Japonski and, later, a wireless station. When the contractor arr ived in the fall 
of 1939, he found that the island had two coaling sheds, already converted to 
other uses, a handfull of small bui ld ings, and a great deal of muskeg and 
forest. Even as the at t ract ive, permanent buildings began to take shape, the 
Navy formally commissioned the Sitka Naval Ai r Station on October 1 , 1939, the 
f i r s t such installation in Alaska to become operational. Operations on Japonski 
soon expanded to include a radio stat ion, naval section base, Marine barracks, 
and subordinate naval shore act ivi t ies. Although the scope of its operations 
did not grow as large as those at Kodiak and Dutch Harbor, Sitka was 
redesignated as a naval operating base on July 20, 1942. 
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When Japan a t tacked Oahu and des t royed i ts naval and army ai r fo rces as well 
as the ba t t l e sh i ps , S i t k a , l ike o the r places on the Pacif ic Coast , became the 
f r o n t l ine f o r a t ime. The t h r e a t of invas ion remained qu i te real un t i l the 
defeat of t he Japanese f lee t at t he Bat t le of Midway in June 1942. The 
simultaneous land ing of Japanese forces in the western A leut ians increased the 
state of a ler tness of S i t k a . I ts f l y i n g boats pa t ro l led the Gul f of A laska , 
t r a c k e d down repo r ted submar ine a c t i v i t y , and scoured the ha rbo rs and f i o rds 
of Southeast A laska fo r enemy a c t i v i t y . 

As p repara t ions g rew fo r an Amer ican coun te ra t tack in the A leu t i ans , m i l i t a ry 
a c t i v i t y moved westward in Alaska and on the Cha in . G radua l l y , S i tka 's role 
lessened, b u t the naval base con t inued to serve as the in termediate base 
between the Un i ted States and Kod iak . The wes te rn A leut ians were recap tu red 
in the summer of 1943 and the Pacif ic War moved f a r t h e r away. F ina l l y , on 
A u g u s t 15, 1944, S i tka Naval Opera t ing Base was decommissioned and placed on 
a housekeeping bas is . I t exper ienced ne i the r a b r i e f , b loody b a t t l e , such as 
Midway, nor se rved as a base fo r ac t i ve ly assau l t ing the enemy, such as A d a k . 
Bu t in t he f i r s t months of World War II i t was one of the few ins ta l la t ions 
p repared to p ro tec t the Nor th Paci f ic . 

The U .S . A r m y had long had the mission to defend Amer ican 's ha rbo rs and 
naval bases against an enemy i nvas ion . S i tka was no excep t i on . Coast 
A r t i l l e r y t roops a r r i v e d in March 1941 to man coastal g u n s , a n t i a i r c r a f t g u n s , 
sea rch l i gh t s , and r a d a r . Siems Drake Puget Sound a n d , la te r , Seabees rushed 
to complete tempora ry and permanent ba t t e r i es . By Pearl Ha rbo r , 155mm and 
3 - inch g u n s , and 37mm and .50 ca l iber a n t i a i r c r a f t weapons were in pos i t i on ; 
the causeway to Makhnat i Is land was under c o n s t r u c t i o n , and p lann ing was 
unde rway f o r cons t ruc t i on of t h ree permanent 6 - inch gun ba t te r i es . 

Seabees were s t i l l at w o r k on these t h r e e ba t te r ies when the Japanese were 
d r i v e n f rom the western A leut ians in 1943. With t h i s change in the tact ica l 
s i tua t ion in t he Alaskan Thea te r , the A laskan Depar tment concluded to suspend 
cons t ruc t i on of the f i x e d ba t te r ies on Kruzo f and B io rka is lands and to rush 
complet ion of the "ba t te ry at Harbor Defense headquar te rs on Makhna t i . The 
last known r e p o r t on th i s b a t t e r y , dated sometime in 1944, s tated t h a t the wo rk 
was p rac t i ca l l y completed. By s p r i n g 1944, t he A rmy had decided to close i ts 
S i tka establ ishments and in A u g u s t a company of Coast A r t i l l e r y t roops a r r i v e d 
to assume ca re taker du t i es . The war was now f a r away, b u t Makhnat i had 
a l ready p roven i ts w o r t h as t he most impor tan t element in S i t ka 's defenses 
t h r o u g h i ts weapons, r a d a r , Harbor Defense Command Post, Harbor Ent rance 
Cont ro l Post , and Harbor Defense h e a d q u a r t e r s . 

1 . A t t h a t t ime, the 6 - inch b a t t e r y on B io rka ( F o r t P ierce) was 98 percen t 
comple ted; the b a t t e r y on Kruzo f ( F o r t B a b c o c k ) , 88 p e r c e n t ; and the b a t t e r y 
on Makhnat i ( F o r t Rousseau) , 98 p e r c e n t . When work was s topped on K r u z o f , 
cons t ruc t i on mater ial was s tored ins ide t he completed magazines where some of i t 
remains to t h i s d a y , in exce l lent c o n d i t i o n . The B io rka s i te was not v i s i t e d . 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name S i t k a 
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Verbal boundary description and justif ication 

See continuation sheet. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

# 

code county code 

Form Prepared By 
name/titie Erwin N. Thompson, Historian . 

organization Denver Service Center, National Park Service date April 13, 1984 

street & number 755 Parfet Street telephone (303) 234-4509 

city or town Denver state Colorado 80225 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

For N PS use only 
Mtk I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

^ date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest^ date 
Chief of Registration 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal boundary descript ion: Naval Air Station: Start ing at a point at the 
water's edge 2,000 feet east southeast of the northwest end of Japonski, then 
following the shoreline along Sitka Harbor but to include the seaplane ramps 
and piers, to the southeast end of Japonski, then southwest 700 feet to enclose 
the southeast end of the island, then west northwest 1,500 feet along the shore 
of a lagoon that separates Japonski from Charcoal Island, then north northwest 
2,000 feet on a line that separates the air station from a housing complex and 
the Public Health hospital to the road that runs along the northeast side of 
Japonski, then west northwest 2,000 feet on a line 100 feet southwest of the 
road and generally paralleling it so as to include a row of off icers' quarters, 
then north northeast 700 feet to the point of o r ig in . These boundaries include 
the seaplane faci l i t ies, industrial area, administrative area, and officers' 
country of the Sitka Naval Ai r Station. 

Makhnati and Causeway: Start ing at a point at the east junction of the 
Causeway and Japonski Island, then following an i rregular line along the 
southern shores of the Causeway and the seven islands to the southwest end of 
Makhnati Island, then following an irregular line along the northern shores of 
the Causeway and the islands to the west junction of the Causeway and 
Japonski, then across the Causeway to the point of o r ig in . These boundaries 
include the entire Causeway and the coastal defense works on the several 
islands. 
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1. Sitka Naval Air S ta t ion . One of two hangars and control 
tower. The paved area in front was both a i r c ra f t parking 
and a short runway f i t t ed out l ike an a i r c ra f t c a r r i e r ' s 
f l ight deck. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson July 1983 

2. Sitka Naval Air S ta t ion . On le f t i s the administration 
building. The building with the dormer windows and the 
s t ructure behind i t served as comfortable barracks. On 
the r ight a portion of the mess ha l l may be seen. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson July 1983 



7. Second-floor opening of a l a rge , igloo-type magazine 
on Makhnati Is land. Note the chicken wire and fragments of 
burlap that camouflaged the face of the magazine. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson July 1983 

8. Unfinished 6-inch bat tery at Shoals Point , Kruzof Is land, 
west of Si tka. In foreground i s the heavy roof of the 
magazines. On top are the ba t tery commander's post and a f i r e 
control s t a t i o n . Had the bat tery been completed, a massive 
covering of earth would have buried the s t ruc ture almost up 
to the observation s l i t s . 

Photo by E.N. Thompson July 1983 
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1, Name 
historic Kodiak Navaf Operating Base and Forts Greeiy and Abercrombie 

and or common u s Coast Guard Support Center and Fort Abercrombie State Historic Park 

2- Location 

street & number ^ _ not for publication 

city, town _ J i vicinity of K o d t a k 

state Alaska code 02 county Kodiak District code 150 

3, Classification 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district __X. public occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) private unoccupied commercial X park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 

_X_ site Public Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted _X_ government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no _X_ military other; 

4. Owner of Property 

name U.S. Coast Guard, 17th USCG District, Pouch 3-5000, Juneau, AK 99801 
and Alaska Division of Parks, Dept. of Natural Resources, 
619 Warehouse Ave., Anchorage, A K 99501 street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 17th U.S. Coast Guard District, U.S. Pept. of Transportat ion, 

Pouch 3-5000, Juneau, A K 99801 and" " 
street & number Division of Land and Water Management, Dept. of Natural Resources, 

Alaska 
3601 C Street, Anchorage city, town state Alaska 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
t j t ) e National Register of Historic Places has this property been determined eligible? —X yes no 

date October 27, 1970 _X_ federal state county local 

depository for survey records National Register of Historic Places 

city, town Washington state D.C. 



7. Description 

Condition Y Chock one Check one 
excellent - deteriorated unaltered —Xoriginal site 
good ruins Xaitered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Kodiak Naval Opera t i ng Base and For t Greely were the p r inc ipa l advance bases 
in Alaska on t he o u t b r e a k of World War I I . T h e y are f i ve miles southwest of 
the c i t y of Kod iak , the o ldest permanent Russian set t lement in A laska . 
Cons t ruc t i on began in 1939 and both were fo rma l l y establ ished in 1941. These 
ins ta l la t ions , adjacent to each o t h e r , are now one reserva t ion admin is te red b y 
the U .S . Coast G u a r d . The naval fac i l i t ies were located between the head of 
Womens Bay and Busk in River and on Nyman Peninsu la . For t Gree ly 's main 
developments were n o r t h of Busk in R i ve r , f r om B u s k i n Lake in the west to 
S t . Paul Harbor in t he east . Cons t ruc t i on was f i r s t ca r r i ed ou t b y a c i v i l i an 
c o n t r a c t o r ; at the beg inn ing of 1943, Naval Cons t ruc t i on Bat ta l ions (Seabees) 
g r a d u a l l y took ove r al l cons t ruc t i on f o r bo th se rv i ces . T o d a y , most o f t he 
World War II naval s t r u c t u r e s remain s tand ing and are used b y the U .S . Coast 
Guard Suppo r t Cen te r . Few army s t r u c t u r e s remain in the Fort Greely a rea . 

Naval Opera t i ng Base 

T h e r e are two areas possessing h is tor ica l s ign i f i cance at the fo rmer naval base: 
I . t he seaplane stat ion and submar ine base at Womens Bay , and 2 . the 
land-p lane a i r f i e l d south of B u s k i n R i v e r . The con t rac to r ' s admin is t ra t i ve area 
and the ex tens ive naval hous ing do not c o n t r i b u t e s i gn i f i can t l y to the 
operat iona l h i s t o r y of the base. 

Land-p lane A i r f i e l d 

A t the n o r t h end of the naval reserva t ion and south of B u s k i n R i v e r , the 
a i r f i e l d was used b y bo th the army and n a v y . T h e r e are th ree r u n w a y s , 
r o u g h l y in a f i g u r e 4 c o n f i g u r a t i o n . The two s n o r t e r r unways (Nos . 1 and 2 ) , 
5,400 by 150 feet and 5,000 by 150 fee t , were cons t ruc ted by the n a v y . La te r , 
to s ta t ion bombers at the f i e l d , t he a rmy f unded cons t ruc t i on of the t h i r d (No . 
3 ) , 6,000 by 150 fee t . Al l t h ree were p a v e d . Along the no r th s ide of the f ie ld 
several plane revetments c u t in to the s ide of a low h i l l remain f rom World War 
I I . No th ing remains of some 25 wart ime hangars t h a t stood a round the 
r u n w a y s . T o d a y , l i g h t planes p a r k in the reve tmen ts . Commercial and p r i v a t e 
a i r operat ions and fac i l i t ies are leased or permi t ted at the f ie ld t oday . The 
f ie ld belongs to t he U .S . Coast Guard and is used b y i t in c a r r y i n g ou t ocean 
a i r pa t ro ls in t he Alaska r e g i o n . A mi le - long tax iway jo ins the a i r f i e l d to the 
seaplane fac i l i t ies to t he s o u t h . 

Naval A i r S ta t ion (Seaplanes) 

The seaplane ( p r i m a r i l y PBY, or Cata l ina, f l y i n g boats) fac i l i t ies were at t he 
head of Womens Bay . There are two l a rge , permanent seaplane hanga rs , 320 
b y 250 feet each , and a l a r g e , paved p a r k i n g area a round and between them. 
The hangars now serve Coast Guard pat ro l ( l a n d ) planes and he l i cop ters and 
have been ex tens i ve l y modern ized , some $10 mi l l ion hav ing been spent on them. 
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The western hangar has a con t ro l tower t h a t se rved t he seaplanes in World War 
i l . A t t he head of Womens Bay are th ree concre te seaplane ramps. D u r i n g the 
1964 ear thquake th i s area sank several f ee t , r u p t u r i n g the ramps where they 
entered the wa te r . A large d i ke now separates them f rom the a i r c r a f t p a r k i n g 
a rea . In land f rom t he hangars is the large eng ine -ove rhau l and a i r c r a f t 
maintenance b u i l d i n g (essen t ia l l y , a t h i r d h a n g a r ) , s t i l l used as s u c h . East of 
th is bu i l d i ng are s ix smaller s t r u c t u r e s in the i n d u s t r i a l a rea : cold storage and 
commissary, two general a i r c r a f t storage b u i l d i n g s , two wo rkshops , and a 
storehouse. 

Beyond b u t close to the southeast corner of the a i r c r a f t p a r k i n g area, near the 
shore of Womens Bay , the navy ' s Alaska Sector Command, or admin i s t ra t i on , 
b u i l d i n g stood u n t i l 1983. No th ing remains o f t h e t w o - s t o r y s t r u c t u r e t o r n 
down that year . 

Six h u n d r e d feet f a r t h e r ou t on Nyman Peninsu la , on Womens Bay shore r o a d , 
s tands the bombproof naval a i r stat ion power p l an t . Th i s s t u r d y , 
re in fo rced -conc re te b u i l d i n g is similar in cons t ruc t ion to ex is t i ng naval 
bombproof p lants at Dutch Harbor and S i t k a . 

Submarine Base Area 

Most of Nyman Peninsula was occupied by a submar ine base tha t consisted of 
frame b a r r a c k s , mess ha l l s , small shops , and fue l s torage t a n k s , these last s t i l l 
remain ing . Two h i s to r i c s t r u c t u r e s in th is area are the tender and tanke r 
p i e r , 450 by 50 f ee t , wh ich is used fo r impor t ing petro leum p roduc ts and is in 
excel lent cond i t i on , and the marginal p i e r , 1,400 b y 30 f ee t , wh ich is in tac t b u t 
not main ta ined. A 3 0 - t o n , s t i f f - l e g d e r r i c k once on th i s p ie r is no more. 

For t Greely 

Between 1940 and 1944, the U.S. Army maintained a ga r r i son and coastal 
defense works at Fort Gree ly , carved ou t of tha t po r t i on o f the naval 
reserva t ion n o r t h o f B u s k i n R i v e r . More than 11,000 o f f i ce rs and men were 
housed in a l imi ted area t h a t resu l ted in a cramped and c rowded physical 
layou t . V i r t u a l l y no th ing remains today of Gar r isons 1 and 2 and other post 
fac i l i t i es . T o d a y , modern Coast Guard fami ly hous ing occupies p a r t of For t 
Gree ly ; commercial f i shermen lease other areas to store c rab pots and o ther 
f i sh i ng equ ipment . On t he east shore of the army base, h is to r i ca l l y impor tan t 
coastal defense insta l la t ions are found on A r t i l l e r y Hill and Busk in H i l l . Both 
areas belong to the U . S . Coast G u a r d , b u t B u s k i n Hi l l is leased b y t he Alaska 
Div is ion of Parks wh ich has establ ished t he re the B u s k i n State Recreat ion Park . 
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Of pr ime importance on A r t i l l e r y Hi l l is the u n d e r g r o u n d Harbor Defense 
Command Post ( H D C P ) , t he con t ro l cen te r f o r all coastal defenses at Kodiak. 
T h i s re i n fo rced -conc re te s t r u c t u r e is in a c u t - a n d - f i i l pos i t ion near the top of 
A r t i l l e r y H i l l . Access Is d i f f i c u l t , t he one ent rance hav ing been f i l l ed wi th 
ea r th to p r e v e n t vandals f rom e n t e r i n g . A l t h o u g h the i n t e r i o r has not been 
examined, i t is known to conta in s ix concre te -wa l led rooms tha t were of f ices and 
the necessary u t i l i t i e s . The s t r u c t u r e measures 84 b y 40 fee t . A long t he 
m i l i t a r y road leading up t he h i l l to t he HDCP are several personnel a i r ra id 
s h e l t e r s , each cons t ruc ted w i t h c o r r u g a t e d metal (s imi lar to quonset h u t s ) and 
covered w i th rock and e a r t h . A lso f o u n d on the h i l l are several col lapsed 
quonset h u t s , qu i te beyond sa lvage. 

B u s k i n -H i l l has at least two (o f f o u r ) 155mm gun emplacements, Panama 
moun ts . Th i s b a t t e r y was one o f th ree at Kodiak t ha t p rov i ded t he p r ima ry 
coastal defense f o r the naval base f o r the f i r s t two years of the w a r , un t i l t he 
permanent coastal gun ba t te r ies were comple ted . 

For t Aberc rombie 

A t Mi l le r Po in t , f o u r miles no r theas t o f t h e c i t y o f Kod iak , t h e a rmy erec ted a 
permanent 8- inch gun b a t t e r y ( B a t t e r y No. 403) and estab l ished, i t as a 
sub -pos t of For t Gree iy , naming i t For t Abercrombie in A p r i l 1943. T o d a y , 
the two conc re te -and -s tee l , ba rbe t t e gun emplacements a re on the c l i f f ' s edge 
ove r look ing the Pacif ic Ocean. To the rear is a casemated ammunit ion magazine. 
Two rear ent rances jo in in t he i n te r i o r to create a U-shaped c o r r i d o r , o f f wh ich 
are t he ammunit ion rooms. On top of the magazine is t h e re in fo rced -conc re te 
b a t t e r y commander's s t a t i o n , miss ing i ts (wooden?) roo f . In f r o n t of the 
magazine is a r e i n fo r ced -conc re te , p a r t l y - d a m a g e d , canopy o f , poss ib l y , a f i r e 
con t ro l s t a t i on . Fa r the r to t he r e a r , a long the approach road to t he b a t t e r y , 
are a l a r g e , r e i n f o r c e d - c o n c r e t e , war r e s e r v e , ammunit ion magazine, and a 
smaller re in fo rced -conc re te s t r u c t u r e t ha t poss ib ly was a communicat ions-
sw i tchboard f a c i l i t y . 

1 . The search f o r all f o u r emplacements was t hwa r ted b y a combinat ion o f 
heavy vege ta t ion , foul weather , and i l legal s q u a t t e r s . 

2. Two o the r s u b - p o s t s , For ts T idba l l ( 6 - i n c h gun b a t t e r y on Long Is land in 
f r o n t of Kod iak) and J . H . Smith ( 8 - i n c h gun b a t t e r y at Cape Ch in iak sou th o f 
Kod iak ) were es tab l ished at the same t ime . The p rac t i ce of des igna t i ng 
bat te r ies as f o r t s may be un ique to A laska . 
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When t he army abandoned For t Abe rc romb ie , i t d i d not remove the two 8 - inch 
g u n s , bu t des t royed them in place w i t h exp los ives . As a r e s u l t , t he g u n p i ts 
today conta in tw i s ted steel f rom the g u n ca r r i ages . The gun t u b e s , pa r t i a l l y 
des t royed at t h e i r breech ends , are also p resen t and have been placed on 
concrete pedestals f o r d i s p l a y . 

For t Aberc rombie is a state h is tor ica l p a r k and is on t he eve of i n t e r p r e t i v e 
deve lopment . A museum concern ing World War I I coastal defense is p lanned fo r 
t he casemated magazine. 

Summary 

The fo l low ing s t r u c t u r e s and areas are cons idered s ign i f i can t to Kodiak 's World 
War I I h i s t o r y : 

Kodtak Naval Opera t i ng Base- -Two seaplane h a n g a r s ; a i r c r a f t p a r k i n g a rea ; 
t h r e e seaplane ramps; engine overhau l and a i r c r a f t maintenance b u i l d i n g ; the 
indus t r i a l area; power p l an t ; and the tender and tanke r p ier and the marginal 
p ie r a t t he submar ine base. 

Land a i r f i e l d , Naval A i r S t a t i o n - - T h r e e runways and a i r c r a f t revetments on 
n o r t h s ide of f i e l d . Modern a\r te rmina l fac i l i t ies at west end of t he area a re 
exc l uded . 

Fort G r e e l y - H a r b o r defense insta l la t ions on A r t i l l e r y Hill and Busk in H i l l . 

For t A b e r c r o m b i e - - A n 8- inch coastal gun b a t t e r y and suppo r t i ng fac i l i t i es . 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

- X - 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 

...X. military 
music 

explorationsettlement philosophy 
industry politics government 
invention 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1941-1944 Builder Architect 

Statement of Significance |in one paragraph) 

Naval Opera t ing Base: The naval o p e r a t i n g base, w i t h i ts a i r s t a t i o n , 
submar ine base, headqua r te rs f o r Rear A d m . Rober t A , Theobald ( l a t e r , Rear 
A d m . Thomas C. K i n k a i d ) , Nor th Pacif ic Force, and j o in t operat ions center f o r 
the Navy , Army (Maj . Gen. Simon B. B u c k n e r ) , and A rmy A i r Force ( B r i g . 
Gen. William O. B u t l e r ) , was opera t iona l a t t he t ime of t he Japanese a t tack on 
Pearl H a r b o r . I t was then t he p r i nc i pa l advance naval base in Alaska and the 
Nor th Paci f ic . Coord ina t i ng w i th t he naval estab l ishments at S i tka to t he east 
and Dutch Harbor to the wes t , i ts f l y i n g boats made t h e i r v i ta l pa t ro l s of the 
Gu l f of A laska , B e r i n g Sea, and No r th Pacif ic Ocean. The sh ips and 
submarines of No r th Pacif ic f o r ce p layed c r i t i ca l roles in the A leut ian Campaign. 
Establ ishment of the j o in t opera t ions cen te r al lowed f o r coord inated p lann ing to 
d r i v e the Japanese f rom the N o r t h Pac i f ic . 

For t G ree l y : In the uncer ta in t ies fo l low ing the Japanese at tack on Pearl 
H a r b o r , the Alaskan ou tpos t o f For t G ree l y , w i th i ts coast a r t i l l e r y , and 
i n f a n t r y t r o o p s , stood ready t o repe l an i n v a d e r . For ove r a y e a r , t he 
Japanese t h r e a t remained real b u t , in t he e n d , the enemy d id not come. A rmy 
bombers stood ready in Kodiak 's host i le weather u n t i l , in June 1942, the 
o p p o r t u n i t y came to meet t he enemy force a t t ack ing Unalaska in the A leu t ians . 
The coastal defenses remain as ev idence o f the t ime when World War I I came to 
A laska . 

A H is to ry 

Du r i ng the 1930s, the War Depar tment cons idered the poss ib i l i t y of a war in t he 
Pacif ic and prepared War Plan Orange to meet tha t e v e n t u a l i t y . The plan 
conc luded t h a t the " s t ra teg i c t r i a n g l e " of A laska , Hawai i , and Panama should 
fo rm t he main l ine of de fense . Despi te t h i s concept , A laska possessed no 
de fenses . Even as Europe p repa red f o r wa r , the on ly a rmy ins ta l la t ion in 
Alaska was a t i n y g a r r i s o n at Ch i l koo t Ba r racks near Haines. The n a v y was no 
be t te r p r e p a r e d . Not u n t i l 1937 d id i t succeed in ob ta in ing a few thousand 
do l la rs to begin a seaplane base at S i t k a . Late in 1938, a naval board u rged 
t he s t r e n g t h e n i n g of S i tka and t he es tab l ishment of seaplane and submar ine 
bases at Kodiak and Du tch H a r b o r . Congress app roved and a c iv i l ian 
c o n t r a c t o r , Siems Drake Puget S o u n d , began cons t ruc t i on at Kodiak in 
September 1939. Congress also app rop r i a t ed f u n d s to s t r e n g t h e n t he a rmy in 
A l aska , i nc lud ing defenses f o r the Kodiak naval i ns ta l l a t i on . Because the 
n a v y ' s con t rac to r was a l ready at w o r k at Kod iak , t he a rmy employed him to 
c o n s t r u c t i ts f ac i l i t i es , wh ich were even tua l l y named For t Gree ly , in honor of 
the A r c t i c e x p l o r e r , Maj . Gen. Ado lphus W. Gree ly . 

The Kodiak Naval Opera t i ng Base even tua l l y inc luded a naval a i r s t a t i o n , w i t h 
fac i l i t ies f o r both l and - and seaplanes, submar ine base, net depo t , ammunit ion 
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and fue l s to rage , docks and p i e r s , and p rov i s i on ing fac i l i t i es . When Admira l 
Chester N imi tz , Commander in Ch ie f , Pac i f i c , at Pearl Ha rbo r , learned of the 
coming Japanese a t tack on the A leu t i ans , he a l lo t ted Task Force 8 ( l a te r 
redes ignated as No r th Pacif ic Fo rce ) , under Rear Adm. Rober t A . Theoba ld , to 
A laska . T h e o b a l d , "one of the best b ra ins and wo rs t d ispos i t ions in the 
N a v y , " and d i s t r u s t f u l of army b r a s s , es tab l ished h is f lag aboard c ru i se r 
Nashvi l le and took personal command of his main body o f f i ve c ru i se rs and fou r 
d e s t r o y e r s . The admiral conc luded tha t t he Japanese would not invade the 
western A leu t ians b u t would at tack f a r t h e r east . He the re fo re deployed his 
main body 400 miles due sou th of Kodiak to de fend t he eastern A leu t ians and 
A laska . Because of t h i s dec is ion , Theoba ld 's fo rce was ou t of any possible 
act ion when t he a t tacks came. F u r t h e r , the impera t ive need fo r rad io si lence 
resu l ted in his i nab i l i t y to issue o rde rs to his air and other sur face g r o u p s . 
A f t e r w a r d s , rea l i z ing he could not con t ro l events f rom a s h i p , Theobald 
establ ished his headquar te rs at Kod iak . 

D u r i n g the Japanese land ings in June 1942, Maj . Gen. Simon B . B u c k n e r , 
commanding t he a rmy 's Alaskan Depar tment , opera ted f rom h is j o i n t operat ions 
center at Fo r t R ichardson ou ts ide Ancho rage . Far removed f r om the f i e ld and 
ou t of t ouch w i t h t he n a v y , Buckne r d i scovered tha t h is center was whol ly 
inadequate to t he t a s k . Despi te Theobald 's condescending a i r s , B u c k n e r and 
his ch ie f o f a i r , B r i g . Gen. William O. B u t l e r , moved the i r advance command 
post to Kod iak , occupy ing the navy ' s Alaska Sector b u i l d i n g , alongside the 
admi ra l . (While t h i s move improved operat iona l con t ro l in the A leut ian 
Campa ign , d i sco rd between the admiral and the generals con t inued to f es te r . 
F ina l l y , Theoba ld was reassigned and rep laced b y the South Pacif ic w a r r i o r , 
Rear Adm. Thomas C . K i n k a i d , who succeeded admi rab ly in w o r k i n g w i t h the 
a r m y . ) 

The Kodiak j o in t command post con t inued to d i r e c t A laskan opera t ions un t i l 
March 1943, when B u c k n e r and K inka id moved to Adak Is land to be closer to 
the fo r thcoming invasions of A t t u and K i s k a . The post commander at For t 
Greely was B r i g . Gen. Char les H. C o r l e t t , who later d i s t i ngu i shed himself b y 
leading t he g r o u n d forces t ha t landed at K i ska , by commanding the Seventh 
I n f a n t r y D iv is ion in c a p t u r i n g Kwajalein Is land in t he Marsha l ls , a n d , s t i l l 
l a te r , by commanding an army corps In Europe . 

The f i r s t army t roops a r r i v e d at Kodiak in A p r i l 1941 and the post o f For t 
Greely was fo rma l ly es tab l ished t h a t September . Cons t ruc t i on of both 
permanent and t e m p o r a r y coastal g u n ba t te r ies and a n t i a i r c r a f t pos i t ions was 

1 . Samuel El iot Mor i son , Coral Sea, Midway and Submar ine A c t i o n s , May 
1942-August 1942. H is to ry of Uni ted States Naval Operat ions in World War II 
(Boston 1975), p. 171 . 
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undertaken by the civil ian contractor, but completed by Seabees, all under the 
watchful eye of Col. B.B. Tal ley, Corps of Engineers. The permanent works 
consisted of three batteries, each with two guns in barbette emplacements and a 
casemated magazine to the rear: 

Fort Abercrombie at Miller Point, two 8-inch guns 
Fort J .H . Smith at Cape Chiniak, identical to Abercrombie 
Fort Tidball on Long Island, two 6-inch guns, steel tur re ts 

Other coastal defenses consisted of three 155mm batteries on Panama mounts 
( four guns each) and two 90mm batteries (two f ixed guns each). A total of 52 
.30 caliber machine guns were emplaced at strategic points. Also, an 
undetermined number of f ield ar t i l lery pieces was brought to Kodiak. At Fort 
Greely, the all- important harbor defense command post was constructed on 
Buskin Hi l l , overlooking the naval base. 

The 155mm batteries played an important role in the early months of the war 
because their emplacements could be constructed quick ly . Construction of the 
heavier batteries, with their reinforced-concrete, casemated magazines, took 
longer. These three batteries were completed in 1943, about the time the 
Aleutians were freed from Japanese forces. As the war moved far ther from 
Alaska, the coast ar t i l lery companies began leaving Kodiak un t i l , in December 
1944, Fort Greely was placed in a caretaker status. 

In addition to defense installations, the army added to Kodiak's offensive 
capabilities through the Eleventh Air Force's medium and heavy bombers. The 
navy's two land runways being too short for these planes, the army funded 
construction of a th i rd runway, 6,000 feet in length. In addition to American 
a i rcraf t , the Royal Canadian Air Force stationed its Bolingbroke bombers at 
Kodiak from time to time in order to patrol the Gulf of Alaska and Bering Sea. 
In the fall of 1942, Canada also stationed a f ighter squadron there, making 
Kodiak its rear base in Alaska. 

The navy continued its operations at Kodiak, not decommissioning its submarine 
base unti l May 1945. The naval air station remained active throughout the war 
and on into years of peace. Back in 1941, when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, 
and again in 1942, when the Japanese invaded the Aleutians, Kodiak was a 
strong link in America's th in chain of defense in the northwest corner of North 
America. It ful f i l led its mission well. 
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Beginning at a point where the northeast corner of Ar t i l le ry Hill meets the sea 
at St. Paul Harbor, then following the coast of Kodiak in a southerly and 
southwesterly direction past Ar t i l le ry Hi l l , Buskin Hi l l , the mouth of Buskin 
River, Finny Beach, and along the east side of Nyman Peninsula to its 
southeast corner at Nyman Spit; then in a northwest direction along the t ip of 
Nyman Peninsula to its southwest corner; then in a northeast direction along 
the northwest coast of Nyman Peninsula so as to include a marginal pier and a 
petroleum pier to the southeast corner of a paved aircraft parking area; then in 
a straight line in a northwest direction along the southwest side of the parking 
area so as to include three concrete ramps to the western corner of the parking 
area; then in a stra ight line in a northeasterly direction along the northwest 
boundary of the parking area to the southwest side of a paved road; then in a 
straight line in a southeasterly direction along the southwest side of this road 
to its junction with a paved road coming from the northeast; then in a straight 
line in a northeast direction along the southeast side of this road to its junction 
with a paved road running northwest-southeast; then in a straight line in a 
southeast, direction along the southwest side of this road to its end; then 
projecting that line to where it meets the edge of a taxiway; then in a generally 
northeasterly direction along the northwest side of the taxiway and an adjoining 
runway to the intersection of that runway and a northwest-southeast runway; 
then in a northwesterly direction along the edge of this runway to its 
intersection with an east-west runway; then westerly along the southern edge 
of this runway to its western end; then around this runway's western end to 
an unimproved road on its northern side; then following the south edge of this 
road easterly to its junction with a d i r t road coming from the northeast; then in 
a northeasterly direction along the eastern side of this road to a bridge that 
crosses Buskin River; then in a line in a northeastern direction that parallels 
the coast along St. Paul Harbor and which is about 1,200 feet distant from the 
coast to an east-west d i r t road along the north side of Ar t i l le ry Hi l l ; then along 
the southern side of that road in an easterly direction to the point of 
beginning. 

These boundaries enclose the following historically signif icant features: the 
naval seaplane base, bombproof power plant, submarine base piers, aircraft 
hangars and maintenance bui ld ings, army-navy a i r f ie ld , 155mm gun battery on 
Buskin Hi l l , and the harbor defense command post on Ar t i l le ry Hi l l . 

Fort Abercrombie: The boundary is the water boundary on three sides of 
Miller Point. The four th side is a straight line cut t ing across Miller Point from 
Monashka Bay to Mill Bay, 2,500 feet inland from Miller Point. The boundary 
encloses the 8-inch gun battery and its support ing fort i f icat ion st ructures. 
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1. Airf ie ld at Kodiak, used by both naval and array planes. Looking 
from Buskin Hil l toward the naval operating base. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson August 1983 

8. Caseraated magazine at 8-inch gun bat tery at Fort 
Abercrombie, a sub-post of Fort Greely. This rear view 
shows the two entrances to a U-shaped passage. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson August 1983 



6. Panama mount for a 155mm gun, one of four at a bat tery 
on Buskin H i l l , Fort Greely, Kodiak. These guns protected 
the naval base. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson August 1983 

9. An 8-inch gun tube at Fort Abercrombie. The gun emplacement 
i s in the foreground. When the Army le f t Kodiak, i t simply blew 
up i t s coast a r t i l l e r y pos i t ions , ra ther than removing the guns 
and car r iages . 

Photo by E.N. Thompson August 1983 
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1, Name 
historic Dutch Harbor Naval Operating Base and For t Mears, U.S. A rmy 

and or common Amaknak Island 

2, Location 

street & number not tor publication 

city, town Unalaska vicinity of 

state Alaska C O f j e 02 county Aleut ian Islands code 010 

3, Classification 
Category Ownership 

district public 
building(s) private 
structure - X both 

_X. site Public Acqu is i t ion 
object in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes. restricted 

JX yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 

X government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 

_X_ transportation 
_X_ other: unused 

4. Owner of Property 
name Qunalashka Corporat ion, P.O. Box 149, Unalaska, A K ; City of Unalaska, Unalaska, A K ; and 

street & number Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilit ies, Juneau, AK 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Alaska State Off ice, Bureau of Land Management, USD I, Anchorage, A K , 

street & number and State Magistrate Alaska, Unalaska, AK 

city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title None has this property been determined eligible? — yes _X_ no 

date federal state county — local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
^kv-excellent deteriorated unaltered ._X original site 

H good X ruins X altered moved date 
e a t fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Dutch Harbor Naval Operating Base and Fort Mears are on Amaknak Island in 
Unalaska Bay, which is on the north side of Unalaska Island, one of the Fox 
Islands in the Aleutians. Unalaska is approximately 1,000 air-miles southwest of 
Anchorage. Amaknak Island lies within the ci ty limits of Unalaska. It is about 
b\ miles long and varies in width from a few hundred yards to about one mile. 
It may be divided into four areas: In the north Mount Ballyhoo and Ulakta 
Head rise dramatically from the sea. Ulakta Head sti l l contains World War II 
coastal defenses and some coast ar t i l lery quarters: a reinforced-concrete, 
casemated 8-inch gun bat tery; two 155mm gun emplacements (Panama mounts); a 
dug - in , concrete battery command post; two f i re control stations; a joint army 
and navy combination harbor entrance control post and harbor defense command 
post; eight igloo- and elephant-type magazines; several frame barracks and 
storehouses; and numerous quonset huts mostly in ru ins. The army named 
Ulakta Head "Fort Schwatka" and it is known locally today as "Eagle's Nest." 

To the south of Mount Ballyhoo lies the site of former Dutch Harbor Naval 
Operating Base on relatively low but rol l ing te r ra in . This area was intensely 
bui l t up dur ing World War II and most structures remain, al though' many are 
fast deteriorating and some are already ru ins. Principal features include: the 
short (4,385-foot) navy runway which serves the commercial a i rpor t today, 
plane revetments along the north side of the runway, magazines, 
aerology-operations building (now an airl ine terminal) , double hangar, 
bombproof power plant, two wharves, br ick apartment house, a large number of 
occupied cottages (former naval quar ters ) , torpedo storehouse and two hillside 
tunnels for torpedo explosives, and a large number of deteriorated naval 
s t ructures, including storehouses, shops, barracks, and hospital. A new air 
terminal is under construct ion. 

South of the naval base is the original site of Fort Mears which was taken over 
by the Navy in 1944. This was primari ly the army's housing area and i t 
contained many frame, two-story, mobilization-type barracks, storerooms, mess 
halls, theater, and a hospital. Several of the barracks remain standing but all 
of them are in poor condit ion. In the Fort Mears area are several concrete 
pillboxes and, on the hil lsides, personnel trenches. South of and close to Fort 
Mears is what might be called "downtown" Amaknak. Located here are a motel, 
shopping center, modern housing, and, at the former submarine base dock, a 
large container shipping faci l i ty . Also in this area, at the narrowest part of 
the island, stands a wartime marine railway. 

The south end of Amaknak is called Litt le South America because its outline 
resembles that continent in shape. Like the north end of the island, it is 
dominated by a h i l l . The army named it Hill 400, while i t is now known locally 
as Bunker Hi l l - - f rom its coastal defense s t ructures. Along its west and south 
base are fifteen reinforced concrete or steel ammunition magazines and a 
warhead tunnel . A winding road leads to the top of the hil l and several more 
igloo- or elephant-type magazines are scattered along i t . On the very top is a 
dug - in , two- level , reinforced-concrete battery commander stat ion. Nearby is a 
frame f i re control station which, considering i t is wood, is in remarkably good 
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cond i t i on . Also on top are f o u r 155mm gun emplacements (Panama moun ts ) . 
Wooden ready magazines at these emplacements are also in good cond i t i on . 
Elsewhere on the h i l l are r u i n s of a few quonset hu t s and f rame b u i l d i n g s . 

The h i s to r i c areas and fea tu res be ing cons idered are the army coastal defense 
systems at Ulakta Head and Hi l l 400 and the fo l low ing naval s t r u c t u r e s at Dutch 
Ha rbo r , all on Amaknak I s l and : 

B r i c k apar tment house at the naval radio s ta t i on . Pre-war c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
Navy no . 618. Said to be t h e on ly b r i c k b u i l d i n g in the A leu t ians . 
D u r i n g World War I I , i t was the Marine command pos t . I ts i n te r i o r has 
been wrecked by vanda ls . 

Bombproof power p l a n t . Navy no . 409. Reinforced concre te . Designed to 
w i ths tand a d i r ec t h i t by a 500-pound bomb. Said to be the s t ronges t 
s t r u c t u r e in the A leu t i ans . Present ly be ing renovated as a power p lan t . 

Aero logy -opera t ions b u i l d i n g . Navy no . 417. Also used by the Naval A i r 
T r a n s p o r t Se rv i ce , whose ins ign ia is in la id in today 's wa i t ing room f l oo r . 
The bu i l d i ng p resen t l y serves as a termina l f o r a commercial a i r l i n e . 

A i r admin is t ra t ion b u i l d i n g . Navy no . 416. Today i t serves as an a i r 
termina l f o r a commercial a i r l i n e . The re is also a r es tau ran t in the 
b u i l d i n g . 

Torpedo assembly complex. Navy nos. 443, 444, 445, and 447. Torpedo 
assembly bu i l d i ng (443 ) . Lower hal f of walls is re in fo rced concre te ; upper 
por t ion is wooden. Later used as av iat ion suppl ies s to rehouse. Torpedo 
shop annex (447 ) , r e i n fo rced concre te . Two tunne ls cu t in to h i l ls ide (444 
and 445) f o r s torage of exp los ives and to rpedoes . 

The above areas and fea tu res are owned as fo l lows : 

B r i c k apar tment house, no . 618, and the to rpedo complex, nos. 443, 444, 
445, and 447, are owned by the Ounalashka C o r p o r a t i o n . 

Bombproof power p l a n t , no . 409, is owned by the C i t y of Unalaska. 

Aero logy -opera t ions b u i l d i n g , no . 417, and ai r admin is t ra t ion b u i l d i n g , no. 
416, are owned by the State of A laska . 

Former m i l i t a ry ins ta l la t ions on Unaaska Is land p roper are not inc luded in th i s 
nominat ion inasmuch as t he s i gn i f i can t events o c c u r r e d on Amaknak I s land . 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 

F1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_X_. 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

1940-1945 

community planning landscape architecture religion 
conservation 
economics 
education 

_ . engineering 
exploration/settlement 

.... industry 
invention 

Builder Architect 

law 
literature 

. X_ military 
music 
philosophy 
politics government 

science 
sculpture 

_ _ social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

When Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, the naval air station at Dutch harbor and 
the adjacent army post, Fort Mears, both on Amaknak Island, Unalaska, were 
the only defenses the United States possessed in the entire Aleutian Chain. On 
June 3 and 4, 1942, Japanese carr ier aircraf t made a two-day attack on 
Amaknak Island, the most serious air attack on North American te r r i to ry dur ing 
the war. These strikes were coordinated with the enemy's attack on Midway 
and his occupation of the western Aleutians. Dutch Harbor continued to have 
important missions throughout the war. The naval air station expanded into a 
naval operating base, Unalaska Bay being one of the best anchorages in the 
Aleutians. Among its many tasks was that of controll ing the steady stream of 
Soviet shipping that passed through Dutch Harbor and adjacent Akutan Pass en 
route to and from Siberia and the United States. 

History 

In 1912, the U.S. Navy installed a radio station at Dutch Harbor. In the 
Washington Naval Treaty of 1922, the United States agreed not to fo r t i f y the 
Aleutians. Even when Japan withdrew from this t reaty in 1934, the United 
States took no steps to fo r t i f y either the Aleutians or the Alaska mainland. Not 
unti l 1938 did a navy board urge the construction of naval air and submarine 
bases at Dutch Harbor and Kodiak and an air base at Sitka. At Dutch Harbor 
construction began in July 1940 on both army and naval installations, the army 
mission being defense of the naval air stat ion. Dutch Harbor has an excellent 
anchorage, but there is l i t t le level land on Amaknak; the naval air station, 
therefore, was designed for seaplanes and Catalina f ly ing boats (PBYs). A 
seaplane ramp yet remains at Dutch Harbor. As for land planes, the navy f i r s t 
contrived a small landing st r ip equipped with catapult and arrest ing gear, 
similar to an aircraft carr ier 's . Eventually, a regular, if short , runway was 
carved out of rock at the foot of Mount Ballyhoo for f ighter a i rcraf t . I t 
continues to serve Unalaska's commercial f l igh ts . 

When the f i r s t army troops arr ived at Dutch Harbor in May 1941, they found a 
new Marine Barracks and Dutch Harbor's " landmark," a large br ick residence at 
the naval radio station. Over in the town of Unalaska (population 300, mostly 
Aleuts) , they noted a U.S. Coast Guard station with its 60-man bunkhouse. 

Construction proceeded on both bases and soon the t iny island was crowded 
with new bui ldings. The naval air station was commissioned on September 1 , 
1941. The army base was formally named Fort Mears on September 10, in honor 
of Col. Frederick Mears, a member of the original Alaskan Engineering 
Commission, which bui l t the Alaska Railroad, and chief engineer of the Panama 



p^2j Exp. 10-31-84 

United S t a t e s Depar tment of the Interior ^ ^ ^ W ^ P ^ # 
Nat ional Park Service I ' f * M M < * * f : ~ 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form • date entefetf 

Continuation sheet Item number 8. Significance Page 2 

Ra i l road . When war came, the c iv i i i an con t rac to r gave way to navy seabees 
who con t inued cons t ruc t i on f o r both the army and n a v y . Naval fac i l i t ies 
e x p a n d e d , new missions were a d d e d , and the Dutch Harbo r Naval Opera t ing 
Base was commissioned January 1 , 1943, to inc lude the a i r s ta t i on , submar ine 
base, ship repai r f a c i l i t y , and fac i l i t ies f o r p rov i s i on ing the f lee t . S t reng th 
f i g u r e s even tua l l y reached 5,680 navai and 10,000 army pe rsonne l . 

As the number of men inc reased , the army began moving i ts fac i l i t ies to 
Unalaska, p r i n c i p a l l y to Unalaska and Pyramid va l l eys . As the army moved 
o u t , t he navy moved in u n t i l , in 1944, the navy took ove r all o f Amaknak , 
except the harbor defenses. A t Ulakta Head, the army instal led a ba t t e r y of 
two 8 - inch guns and a b a t t e r y o f two 90mm g u n s , naming the complex Fort 
Schwatka . On Hill 400, t he p r inc ipa l defense was a ba t t e r y of f ou r 155mm 
g u n s . On the east side of Unalaska Bay , near Summer Bay , stood For t 
Brumback w i th f ou r 155mm g u n s . And at For t L e a r n a r d , on the west s ide o f 
the b a y , the army ins ta l led two 6 - inch guns and a t w o - g u n 90mm b a t t e r y . 

A f te r the June 1942 Japanese air r a i ds , the m i l i t a r y ant ic ipa ted an enemy 
land ing before w i n t e r . Defenses were inc reased. The army insta l led a ser ies 
of s t r o n g po in ts on t he r i dges a round Unalaska Va l l ey , d u b b i n g i t the i ron 
R ing . Concrete p i l lboxes appeared at eve ry road i n te rsec t i on . Add i t iona l 
3 - inch a n t i a i r c r a f t ba t te r ies were insta l led a round Unalaska Bay. A n d the 
u n f o r t u n a t e na t ive A leu ts were fo rced to leave the i r homes and move to a 
s t range and host i le env i ronment in Southeast A laska . B y fa l l 1942, however , 
invasion scares d imin ished a n d , as new bases were estab l ished f a r t h e r west , 
Unalaska's s t r e n g t h began to dec l i ne . 

Japan A t tacks 

Unalaska's f i r s t a le r t came even before the Uni ted States entered World War I I . 
On Ju l y 4 , 1941, a rad io message a r r i v e d w a r n i n g t ha t a possible collapse of 
the Russian f r o n t m igh t open t he way f o r enemy opera t ions against A laska . 
Wi th in a few weeks, however , a c t i v i t y r e t u r n e d to no rma l . The Japanese at tack 
on Pearl Harbor r e s u l t e d , of cou rse , in s tepp ing up w o r k to obta in a s ta te of 
read iness . 

In May 1942, Imperial General Headquar te rs in T o k y o o rde red an at tack on the 
Midway Is lands , w i th the dual mission to occupy those is lands and to des t roy 
the remnants of the U.S. Pacif ic Fleet, and an a t tack on the Aleut ians f o r the 
purposes of d i v e r t i n g Amer ican a t ten t ion f rom Midway, p ro tec t i ng the Imperial 
Navy f rom an at tack f rom the n o r t h , and o b s t r u c t i n g communicat ions between 
the Un i ted States and Russ ia - -a communicat ions l ine of wh ich Dutch Harbo r was 
a key l i n k . Hav ing b roken Japanese codes, the Un i ted States was a le r t t o the 
fo r thcoming a t tacks . On May 17, Fort Mears was no t i f i ed that Japan was 
p r e p a r i n g to at tack sometime between June 1 and 10. La te r , wo rd came tha t 
the enemy would p robab ly h i t the Aleut ians on June 1 . 



NPS Poem 10-BOO-* OMB No, 1024-0018 
042) Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior m^J&WX^M&i^m 
National Park Service ?N*NPS••V&&f('S 

received National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form ^ ^ H i S l l l p ! 
Continuation sheet Item number 8. Significance Page 3 

Steaming toward Unalaska at t h a t t ime was Rear Adm. Kaku j i Kakuta 's Second 
C a r r i e r S t r i k i n g Force, cons is t ing of a r i c r a f t c a r r i e r s Ryu jo and Junyo (40 
f i g h t e r s and 42 b o m b e r s ) , heavy c ru i se r s Takao and Maya, and t h ree 
d e s t r o y e r s . The task fo rce reached i ts launch ing posi t ion ear ly on June 3 and , 
desp i te f o g , launched i ts p lanes . Junyo ' s planes were fo rced to r e t u r n because 
of t he f og and an encounter w i t h an Amer ican f l y i n g boa t . The eleven bombers 
and s ix f i g h t e r s f rom Ryujo a r r i v e d ove r Amaknak in c lear sk ies . Hav ing been 
a ler ted by a patro l p lane, the few American ships in the harbor had al ready 
p u t to sea. A t 5:45 a . m . , the f i r s t f l i g h t of Japanese f i g h t e r s roared over the 
i s land , fo l lowed f i v e minutes la ter b y bombers . Fourteen bombs fe l l on For t 
Mears, d e s t r o y i n g f i v e b u i l d i n g s , k i l l i ng 25 so ld ie r s , and wound ing 25 more. A 
second s t r i ke caused no damage; b u t a t h i r d damaged the radio s tat ion and 
k i l led one sai lor and one so ld ie r . A l l planes r e t u r n e d to Ryujo safe ly except 
one Zero f i g h t e r which made a fo rced land ing on A k u t a n ( t h u s p r o v i d i n g the 
Amer icans t h e i r f i r s t example o f t h i s exce l len t p l ane ) . 

Just west of Unalaska, on Umnak I s l and , the Uni ted States had recent ly 
completed an a i r f i e l d ( F o r t Glenn) and i ts a i r c r a f t were also an t i c ipa t i ng the 
Japanese a t tack . On June 3 , however , communicat ions d i f f i cu l t i es between the 
two is lands resu l ted in Umnak be ing unaware of the a t tack un t i l a f ter the enemy 
planes had re tu rned to the c a r r i e r . Later in the d a y , Umnak's P-40 f i g h t e r s 
in te rcep ted two Japanese reconnaissance p lanes , to the l a t t e r ' s g rea t s u r p r i s e , 
and shot one o f them down in to Umnak Pass. T h e enemy now knew t h a t t he 
Americans had an a i r base on o r near Unalaska, b u t fog p ro tec ted i ts locat ion. 

T h a t n i g h t the Japanese fo rce sailed t owa rd Adak to c a r r y o u t a p re - invas ion 
bombardment in the mistaken bel ie f t ha t Adak was g a r r i s o n e d . The weather 
became so fou l t h a t Admira l Kakuta decided to t u r n back and de l i ve r a second 
s t r i k e on Unalaska. In late a f t e r n o o n , June 4 , a fo rce of n ine f i g h t e r s , eleven 
d i ve bombers , and six level bombers s t r u c k , t h i s t ime concen t ra t ing on Dutch 
Ha rbo r . They h i t t he 3,000- ton S .S . N o r t h w e s t e r n , a beached vessel near 
Dutch Harbor dock t h a t served as hous ing f o r c iv i l ian w o r k e r s . * The vessel 
caugh t f i r e and was d e s t r o y e d , as was an adjacent warehouse. A bomb h i t a 
naval gun emplacement, k i l l i ng f o u r men ; and another des t royed an army g u n , 
leav ing two dead and two wounded . Bombs des t royed f o u r new steel fue l tanks 
and 22,000 bar re ls of o i l - - a month 's supp ly f o r Du tch Harbo r . A naval hangar , 
s t i l l under c o n s t r u c t i o n , had a b ig hole punched t h r o u g h i ts roof and a Catal ina 
f l y i n g boat inside was damaged. The to ta l death l i s t f o r t h e t w o - d a y a t tack 
mounted to 43: 8 n a v y , 1 mar ine , 1 con t rac t employee, and 33 a r m y . Ano the r 
50 were wounded . 

*Many Unalaskans, t oday , bel ieve tha t a sunken hu l l a t the head of Captains 
Bay is the N o r t h w e s t e r n . Seabee r e c o r d s , however , state t ha t t h e y ra ised the 
N o r t h w e s t e r n , repa i red i t , and had i t towed to Seatt le where she y ie lded 2,700 
tons of scrap s tee l . U.S. N a v y , Bureau of Yards and Docks , Bu i l d ing the 
Navy 's Bases in World War M_ (Wash ing ton , 1947) 2:177. 
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While th i s second ra id was in p r o g r e s s , navy PBYs and army bombers located 
the c a r r i e r fo rce and a t t a c k e d ; no h i ts were sco red , however . For the nex t 
two days bombers con t inued to make search and a t tack so r t i es , to no ava i l . (A 
bomber d id a t tack t he Pr ib i lo f Islands t h r o u g h e r r o r , wh i le P-38 f i g h t e r s 
a t tacked a Sov ie t f r e i g h t e r . ) 

Also on the ra id o f the 4 t h , Junyo 's planes selected as the i r r a l l y i n g po in t t he 
west end of Unalaska. Eight P-40s f rom Umnak met t h e m , shoot ing down f o u r 
w i t h a loss o f two of t h e i r o w n . Du r i ng t h i s ac t i on , Japanese p i l o t s , at las t , 
spot ted the a i r f i e ld below them. American a i r losses d u r i n g the two -day bat t le 
amounted to f i ve army a i r c r a f t and six naval Cata l inas . The Japanese repor ted 
a loss o f eleven planes also. The enemy c a r r i e r s now w i t hd rew to the west , to 
a po in t o f f Kiska to screen t h e i r forces who were land ing t h e r e . 

The Soviets 

When Amer ican lend- lease to the Soviet Union got in f u l l s w i n g , Russian sh ip 
t r a f f i c increased g rea t l y between the Siber ian po r t s o f Prov iden iya and 
Pet ropav lovsk and the West Coast . One of the be t te r passages t h r o u g h the 
Aleut ians f rom Ber ing Sea to the Pacific is Aku tan Pass j u s t east of Dutch 
Ha rbo r . T h u s , t he respons ib i l i t y o f con t ro l l i ng th is s h i p p i n g fe l l t o the navy 
at Du tch Ha rbo r . Westbound vessels were not b o a r d e d , b u t many entered 
Unalaska Bay fo r re fue l i ng o r repa i r s . Eastbound Russian sh ips were r e q u i r e d 
to stop at Dutch Harbor to p ick up recogn i t ion s igna ls . Amer ican naval 
personnel boarded each vessel and in te rv iewed the sh ips ' o f f i c e r s . A small 
f l u r r y of exci tement occu r red at the base on January 3 , 1943, when the f i r s t 
Russian submar ine en te red t he p o r t . 

By mid-October 1942, Russian ships en ter ing Dutch Harbor had increased to t he 
po in t where the n a v y decided to establ ish a separate r e f u e l i n g , r e p a i r , and 
p rov i s i on ing s ta t ion on A k u t a n I s l a n d , 35 miles to the eas t , to d i v e r t them f rom 
Unalaska's busy wa te rs . The new stat ion opened in November 1942, w i t h t he 
complet ion of s ix 5 ,600-bar re l o i l t a n k s , a coal y a r d , a 250-foot dock , and 
moor ing b u o y s . With the war d r a w i n g to a close, t he navy decommissioned the 
fue l i ng stat ion on A p r i l 30, 1945. From then o n , Russian sh ips again p u t in to 
Dutch Ha rbo r . No fewer t han seventeen Soviet vessels were in po r t a t Dutch 
Harbor on V -J Day 1945. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Ulakta Head-Mount Ba l l yhoo : Beg inn ing at a po in t where t h e no r thwes t corner 
o f t he a i r c r a f t r u n w a y meets t he waters of Unalaska Bay , t hen fo l low ing t he 
coast l ine of Amaknak Is land genera l l y n o r t h e a s t e r l y , a round the n o r t h e r n end of 
the i s l a n d , t hen sou thwes te r l y so as to exc lude a sp i t o f l a n d , to the nor theas t 
co rne r o f t he r u n w a y , t hen in a s t r a i g h t l ine n o r t h w e s t e r l y along the n o r t h e r n 
b o u n d a r y o f t h e r u n w a y t o t h e po in t of b e g i n n i n g . T h i s b o u n d a r y encloses t he 
complex of f o r t i f i ca t i ons and s t r u c t u r e s t ha t belonged to For t Schwatka . 

Hill 400: Beg inn ing at a po in t where the head of a na r row in le t meets the east 
end of the is thmus t h a t j o ins Hi l l 400 ( L i t t l e South Amer ica) to the res t of 
Amaknak I s l and , t hen fo l low ing the coast l ine of Hi l l 400, east , s o u t h , west , 
n o r t h , and no r t heas t , to where Hi l l 400 meets the west end of the is thmus, ' 
then in a s t r a i g h t l ine a long the sou thern edge of t he is thmus in an eas te r ly 
d i r ec t i on to t h e po in t of b e g i n n i n g . T h i s b o u n d a r y encloses t he coastal 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , a n t i a i r c r a f t gun emplacements, magazines, and tunne ls 
cons t ruc ted on and a round Hi l l 400. 

A i r Opera t i ons , No. 417, and A i r A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , No. 415, B u i l d i n g s : 
Beg inn ing at a po in t at the east corner of a gate t h a t opens onto the runway 
west of the opera t ions b u i l d i n g , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine in an eas te r ly d i rec t ion 
200 feet a long a fence t h a t separates these two b u i l d i n g s f rom t he r u n w a y , then 
90 degrees in a s t r a i g h t l ine i n a sou the r l y d i r e c t i o n para l le l ing the east side o f 
the admin is t ra t ion b u i l d i n g to the nor th edge of an i l l - de f i ned d i r t r o a d , then 
90 degrees wes te r l y fo l lowing the n o r t h e r n edge of t h a t road 200 feet to Its 
j unc t i on w i th a n o r t h - s o u t h d i r t r o a d , then 90 degrees n o r t h in a s t r a i g h t l ine 
along t h e east b o u n d a r y of t h i s n o r t h - s o u t h road to t he po in t of beg inn ing . 
Th i s bounda ry encloses the two s t r u c t u r e s wh ich s tand on u n s u r v e y e d land . 

Torpedo Assembly Complex: Beg inn ing at a road j u n c t i o n 50 feet no r thwes t of 
the no r thwes t co rner of t he to rpedo assembly shop , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine i n 
an east no r t heas te r l y d i rec t ion along the sou the rn edge of an un improved d i r t 
road 200 f e e t , t hen 75 degrees in a s t r a i g h t l ine in a sou the r l y d i r ec t i on 525 
f e e t , t hen 90 degrees in a s t r a i g h t l ine in a west no r thwes t d i rec t i on 250 feet 
to the edge o f an un improved n o r t h - s o u t h r o a d , then along the eastern edge o f 
t h i s road in a s t r a i g h t l ine in a n o r t h e r l y d i r ec t i on 500 feet to the po in t of 
b e g i n n i n g . T h i s bounda ry encloses the to rpedo assembly shop , the annex , and 
the two to rpedo t u n n e l s . 

Power P lan t , No. 609: Beg inn ing at a po in t on t he west s ide of the shore road 
along Dutch Harbo r and 25 feet nor theas t of t he no r theas t co rne r of the power 
p l an t , t hen in a genera l l y sou thern d i rec t i on along t he landward side of t h i s 
road 250 f e e t , then in a s t r a i g h t l ine in a wes te r l y d i rec t i on para l le l ing the 
southern side of the power p lant and 20 feet f rom i t for a d is tance of 200 feet 
to t he east side o f a d i r t r o a d , t hen in a s t r a i g h t l ine para l le l ing the west side 
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of the power plant and 30 feet from i t in a norther ly direction for 250 feet, 
then in a straight line paralleling the north end of the power plant in an 
easterly direction 125 feet to the point of beginning. This boundary encloses 
the large, i r regular ly shaped power plant s t ruc ture . 

Brick Apartment Bui ld ing, No. 618: Beginning at a point on the west side of a 
d i r t road on the east side of Amaknak Island that formerly ran from the naval 
base to the fe r r y dock to Unalaska and 100 feet east of the northeast corner of 
the apartment bui ld ing, then along the inland edge of this road in a south 
southeasterly direction 200 feet, then 90 degrees in a straight line in a west 
southwesterly direction 200 feet, then 90 degrees in a straight line in a north 
northwesterly direction 225 feet to the point of beginning. This boundary 
encloses the br ick apartment bui lding and the (natural) grassy area that 
surrounds i t . 
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1. A 1945 view of Unalaska. Lower left is a portion of 
Dutch Harbor Naval Operating Base. Lower right is original 
Fort Mears. Across the strait is the City of Unalaska. 
Upper left is Unalaska Valley into which the Army moved. 

Photo by U.S. Army Signal Corps. Courtesy, Defense Audio
visual Agency. 

4. Site of Fort Hears today. The few structures remaining 
are fast deteriorating. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson. August 1983 



-LU' Torpedo assembly building on left; annex shop on right. 
Nearby are two torpedo explosives tunnels cut into hillside, 
Dutch Harbor. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson. August 1983 

6. Casemated, reinforced-concrete magazines for 8-inch 
coastal gun battery high on Ulakta Head. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson. August 1983 
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1. Name 

OMB No. 102C-O018 
Exp- 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

historic Ladd Field 

and or common Fort Wainwright 

2. Location 
street & number 

city, town _* vicinity of Fairbanks 

state Alaska 

not tor publication 

code 02 county Fairbanks Nor th Star code 090 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

X district X public __X_ occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) private unoccupied commercial park 

. structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process ...X. yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no __X_ military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name United States A r m y 

street & number 

city town p o r t Wainwright vicinity of state Alaska 99707 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Director of Facilities, HQ 172d Infantry Brigade ( A K ) , 

street & number Engineering (AFZT-FE-PS) 

city, town For t Richardson state Alaska 99505 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
t i t l e None has this property been determined eligible? yes _rS_ no 

date federal state county — local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7, Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
^.excellent deteriorated - unaltered _.Xoriginal site 

good ruins _ & altered — moved date — 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Construction at Ladd Field, the f i r s t U.S. Army airf ield in Alaska, began in 
the fall of 1938. Named in honor of Maj. Ar thur K. Ladd, killed in an aircraft 
accident in South Carolina in 1935, it was bui i t just east of Fairbanks, Alaska. 
The f i r s t Army Ai r Corps troops arr ived at the f ield in Apr i l 1940. Its World 
War II facil it ies were designed to fu l f i l l three missions: cold weather 
experimental station, air depot for repair and testing of a i rcra f t , and the 
principal base in Alaska for the Ai r Transport Command. 

Today, it is an army instal lat ion, Fort Wainwright, and facilit ies have greatly 
expanded with the erection of modern barracks, family housing, medical center, 
administrative centers, and other st ructures. The core of the original f ie ld, 
including the permanent garr ison, hangars, and runways, remains relatively 
intact and is maintained in good condit ion. Both the U.S. Army and the 
Bureau of Land Management make use of these st ructures, but a few buildings 
are presently unoccupied. Several features of wartime activities that were 
located around the per iphery of the f ield are no longer extant: a temporary 
500-man transient camp for Russian and American aircrews; Coast Ar t i l le ry 
(ant ia i rcraf t ) garrison area; air depot and troop housing area; and 
Quartermaster Corps housing. A satellite runway, 26 miles to the southeast 
(and called "Mile 26 Field") is now fu l ly developed Eielson Air Force Base. 

Permanent Garrison. The f i r s t th ing to be bui l t at the new site was a 
three-mile spur of The Alaska Railroad from Fairbanks to deliver construction 
material. This spur exists and is maintained in good condit ion. Because of the 
extremely cold winters in Inter ior Alaska, all structures for the original 
garrison were permanent In nature. Officers1 quarters are arranged in a 
horseshoe, centered on an open lawn. Three of these (1047, 1049, and 1051) 
are frame, two-s tory , apartment-type quarters and date from 1941. A 
similar-type structure (1045) was the early administrative center and is now a 
guest house. Next to i t , but dating from 1945, is an attractive-appearing 
automobile garage. In the center of the horseshoe is Quarters No. 1 , the 
commanding officer's house. This handsome, two-s tory , frame s t ruc ture , 
surrounded by a white picket fence and a r ing of t rees, was the envy of all 
army officers in Alaska, both higher and lower rank than the occupant. 

The horseshoe is today surrounded by many more sets of quarters of later 
construct ion, but among them are three from the early 1940s: nurses' quarters 
(1021), east of the guest house, a one-story, frame building constructed before 
1943 (bu t carried in the records today as dating from 1946) and presently 
vacant; radio station (1024), one-story, frame, cottage-type bui lding pre-dat ing 
1943, although current records date i t from 1945 (local tradit ion holds this 
bui lding to have been the residence of the head of the Russian mission at Ladd, 
but no support ing evidence has yet been found) ; and a standard-plan mil i tary 
chapel, constructed in 1944. 

The legs of the horseshoe and the open space between them extend southward, 
across a street into the industr ial area. This open space no longer has a flag 
staff but a monument to Lt . Gen. Jonathan M. Wainwright has been emplaced 
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t h e r e . East of t h i s fo rmer parade g r o u n d is a l a rge , U-shaped , t w o - s t o r y post 
hospi ta l (1555) , cons t ruc ted d u r i n g a major expans ion in 1943. In la ter yea rs , 
th i s s t r u c t u r e served as post h e a d q u a r t e r s ; t o d a y , i t houses t he Bureau of 
Land Management's Alaska Fire Serv i ce . East of the hospi ta l is a former 
a i r c r a f t maintenance shop (1541) , now an add i t ion to a large Bureau of Land 
Management a d m i n i s t r a t i o n / v i s i t o r center b u i l d i n g . While p resen t -day bu i l d i ng 
records state the shop was bu i l t in 1942, a 1943 army map does not show i t . 

West of the parade are th ree wart ime s t r u c t u r e s : A t w o - s t o r y bu i l d i ng w i th a 
one -s to r y w ing at each end (a long ell at the rear no longer e x i s t s ) ; the 
wart ime f unc t i on of th i s bu i l d i ng (1562) was poss ib ly admin is t ra t i ve whi le today 
i t is cal led Kluge Hall and conta ins admin i s t ra t i ve of f ices and a t h r i f t shop. 
South of i t s tands the a l l - impo r tan t wart ime power and heat ing p lan t (1561) , not 
p resen t l y in ope ra t i on . Next to the p lan t is., a wart ime communi ty center 
(1560) , cons t ruc ted in 1941 and en larged in 1943. 

Many of the f i r s t bu i l d ings at Ladd re ta in t h e i r o r i g i n a l , and d i s t i n c t i v e , 
copper roo f s . Ano the r unusal f ea tu re was a ne twork of u n d e r g r o u n d u t i l i t i es 
c o r r i d o r s . Those c o r r i d o r s in the v i c i n i t y of the o f f i ce rs ' q u a r t e r s , parade 
g r o u n d , and Hangar No. 1 are of su f f i c i en t size (7 by 9 fee t ) to allow persons 
to walk u n d e r g r o u n d d u r i n g cold w in te r wea the r . 

A i r f i e l d 

South of the i ndus t r i a l area, t he a i r f i e l d p rope r beg ins . Ad jacent to the 
parade is the h u g e , metal -c lad Hangar No. 1 , the f i r s t to be completed at 
Ladd , in 1941. On i ts n o r t h and south sides are t w o - s t o r y " l ean - tos " 
con ta in ing of f ices and shops. Th i s imposing hangar is now vacan t . East , 
wes t , and south of the hangar are ex tens ive concrete or ear then a i r c r a f t 
p a r k i n g areas w h e r e , la te r , planes des t ined f o r the Soviet Union received f ina l 
p r e p a r a t i o n . Beyond them is the f i r s t of two paral le l r unways at Ladd F ie ld . 
In 1941, t h i s re in fo rced -conc re te runway was 5,000 feet in l e n g t h . By 1943, 
g rave l ex tens ions had been laid at each e n d , g i v i n g a tota l leng th of over 9,000 
fee t . These extens ions were la ter p a v e d . Also in 1943, the second, paved 
r u n w a y , 9,000 by 150 fee t , as well as add i t iona l p a r k i n g areas, t a x i w a y s , and 
hards tands were unde r c o n s t r u c t i o n . Two Kod iak , T - t y p e hangars (1542 and 
1543) were erected at the end of the p a r k i n g area east of Hangar No. 1 . Said 
to have been used on ly by the cold weather tes t s t a t i o n , these hangars have 

1 . Today 's army bu i l d i ng records state i t was o r i g i n a l l y a communi ty cen te r . 
The w r i t e r feels uneasy about the te rm wh ich was not in common use at the 
time and because of the bu i l d i ng ' s locat ion—between t he power p lan t and a 
hangar . 
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been permi t ted to the Bureau of Land Management f o r f i r e suppress ion 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

In the 1943 expansion p rog ram f o r L a d d , t h ree B i r chwood - t ype hangars were 
au tho r i zed f o r the sou th s ide of the en larged f i e l d . These nea r l y - i den t i ca l 
s t r u c t u r e s are e x t a n t , b u t t h e i r locations are somewhat d i f f e r e n t than o r i g i na l l y 
p lanned : Hangar No. 2 (3008) , Hangar No. 3 (3005) , and Hangar No. 6 
(2085) . They were completed ca . 1944. A l l t h ree have been modernized and 
are in exce l lent cond i t i on . T o d a y , t h e y house army he l i cop te rs . Also on the 
south side of the f ie ld are two sets of double hanga rs , Nos. 4 and 5 (2106) and 
7 and 8 (2077) t ha t were erected at the same t ime. Cons ider ing t he many 
changes in missions ove r the past 45 y e a r s , t he overa l l i n t e g r i t y of the o r ig ina l 
Ladd f i e ld s t r u c t u r e s is remarkab le . 

The s ign i f i can t h is to r ica l fea tures at fo rmer Ladd Field a r e : 

O f f i ce rs ' q u a r t e r s on the horseshoe, nos. 1047, 1049, and 1051; a lso, the 
commanding o f f i ce r ' s q u a r t e r s , no. 1 . 

Ear ly admin i s t ra t i ve cen te r ( p r e s e n t guest house ) , no . 1045. 

Automobi le ga rage , no . 10. 

Former nurses ' q u a r t e r s , no. 1021. 

Radio s t a t i o n , no . 1024. 

Former post hosp i t a l , no . 1555. 

Former a i r c r a f t maintenance shop , no . 1541. 

S t r c u t u r e no. 1562 (K luge Ha l l ) . 

Former power and heat ing p l a n t , no . 1561. 

Former "communi ty c e n t e r , " no . 1560. 

Hangar no . 1 . 

Two para l le l r u n w a y s , i nc l ud ing p a r k i n g areas , t a x i w a y s , and h a r d s t a n d s . 

2 . Both hangars were s u r v e y e d in 1980 f o r possib le demol i t i on . 
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Two Kodiak h a n g a r s , nos . 1542 and 1543. 

T h r e e B i rchwood hanga rs , nos . 3008, 3005, and 2085. 

Two double hanga rs , nos. 2106 and 2077. 

Chape l , no. 1043. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

X__ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

1938-1945 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 

X_ military 
music 

exploration settlement philosophy 
industry politics government 
invention 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Builder Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
Ladd Field was established in 1940 originally as a Cold Weather Test Station at 
the insistance of Maj. Gen. H.H. Arno ld , Chief of the Army Air Corps. Here, 
at Alaska's f i r s t army a i r f ie ld , vital lessons were learned in wing- ic ing, 
navigation, aircraft maintenance and operation, instruments and controls, radio 
communication, cold-weather c lothing, armament, and a wide variety of other 
investigations for operating aircraft in arct ic- l ike conditions. As the Japanese 
prepared to invade the Aleutians in 1942, the Eleventh Air Force established an 
Air Depot at Ladd Field for the repair, test ing, and supply of a i rcraf t in the 
Alaska Theater. And, beginning in 1942, Ladd Field became the center of the 
"Alsib [Alaska/Siberia] Movement," wherein nearly 8,000 military aircraft from 
the United States were t ransferred to Russian aircrews for use on the Russian 
Front. Despite Alaska's cruel winters this air fe r ry route came to be preferred 
over the longer Miami-Iraq-Moscow route. Soviet diplomats and missions also 
traveled through Ladd Field dur ing the war en route to and from the Soviet 
Union and the United States. 

Cold Weather Test Station 

Well before he became chief of the Army Air Corps, Maj. Gen. H.H. ("Hap") 
Arnold recognized the importance of establishing a cold weather test station in 
Alaska to experiment in adapting planes, personnel, equipment, and base 
facilities to operate successfully in deep cold temperatures such as are 
experienced in Interior Alaska. As chief, he persuaded the War Department to 
complete a site survey in the summer of 1938. A site was chosen 3>\ miles east 
of Fairbanks (postwar growth has brought ci ty development up to the base's 
boundary) and by autumn the Quartermaster Corps had begun construction with 
a civil ian crew that eventually grew to 1,200 men. 

An early experiment concerned how best to construct a 5,000-foot runway that 
would not heave in freezing and thawing conditions. A promising solution was 
to remove two feet of topsoil then put in one foot of unwashed gravel . 
Concrete, reinforced with steel, was poured over this base. (Local citizens 
persuaded the Army to use thawing techniques rather than attempting to blast 
the frozen tundra . ) This method proved quite successful, although the 
runways have been upgraded and reconstructed in the subsequent 45 years. 

The f i r s t Ai r Corps troops arr ived at Ladd Field in September 1940, and soon 
the f i r s t B-17 Flying Fortress arr ived for experimental work. The power and 
heating plant was completed dur ing the winter of 1940-44, br inging heat and 
cheerful l ight to the sti l l unfinished barracks and quarters. In January 1941, 
the Corps of Engineers took over construction and the forceful Col. B.B. 
Tal ley, CE, drove the work to completion. At the same time, Coast Ar t i l le ry 
ant iaircraft units arr ived to winter test their weapons. Cold weather testing 
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con t inued at Ladd Field u n t i l t he s p r i n g of 1942 when concern over a Japanese 
invas ion caused the Alaska Depar tment to reques t the t es t i ng be ha l t ed . The 
Eleventh A i r Force took ove r t he f i e l d and estab l ished an a i r depot f o r a i r c r a f t 
r e p a i r , s e r v i c e , and supp l y f o r the A laskan T h e a t e r . 

Wi th in a few mon ths , however , the commanding genera l of t he A r m y A i r Forces 
d i r ec ted t he reestab l ishment of co ld weather t e s t i n g , th i s time keeping the 
a c t i v i t y d i r e c t l y under h imsel f . (Even ea r l i e r , Ladd Field had been f a i r l y 
independent of the Alaska Depar tment . One resu l t o f th i s was t he e n v y of 
o the r un i t s in Alaska ove r the h i g h degree of re f inement t ha t went i n to Ladd's 
fac i l i t i es . Most o the r ins ta l la t ions were mak ing do w i t h t e n t s and quonset 
h u t s . ) Tes t i ng opera t ions resumed, to be con t inued un t i l well a f te r the 
conclus ion of World War I I . A t yp i ca l r e p o r t summarized a c t i v i t y f o r the w in te r 
of 1942-43: " I n add i t ion to a i r c r a f t accessory equ ipment , tests and exper iments 
were ca r r i ed ou t in connect ion w i t h c l o t h i n g , f o o d , motor t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
medical r e s e a r c h , . pho tog raphy and the many and va r ied fac to rs in connect ion 
w i th A r c t i c o p e r a t i o n s . " 

A i r Depot 

The estab l ishment of t he A i r Depot a t Ladd in 1942 resu l ted in t he add i t ion of 
near ly 1,000 o f f i ce rs and men to the g a r r i s o n . Depot a c t i v i t i e s , combined w i t h 
those of the A i r T r a n s p o r t Command, resu l ted in t he ex tens ion of t he ex i s t i ng 
r u n w a y , cons t ruc t i on of a second, and the b u i l d i n g of addi t ional hangars and 
hous ing . T h e n , w i t h the f r ee i ng of the wes te rn A leu t ians f rom t he enemy a 
year l a te r , t he size of t he E leventh A i r Force decreased cons ide rab l y , r esu l t i ng 
in less w o r k f o r the depo t . A t the same t ime, the A i r T r a n s p o r t Command was 
increas ing i ts w o r k load a n d , hav i ng taken command of Ladd F ie ld , had the 
S i x t h A i r Depot Group d isbanded and absorbed the personne l in to i ts own 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

The Russians A r e Coming 

The Un i ted States and the Sov ie t Union had d iscussed the concept of f e r r y i n g 
Amer i can-manu fac tu red a i r c r a f t to Russia unde r a lend- lease program even 
before Pearl H a r b o r . In A u g u s t 1941, the two nat ions reached an agreement in 
p r i nc i p l e on t he p l a n . Two rou tes were feas ib le : f rom Flor ida to N o r t h A f r i c a , 
to I raq and I r a n , and on to Moscow, f o r a d is tance of 13,000 mi les; and from 
Great Fa l ls , Montana, to F a i r b a n k s , to S ibe r i a , and on to Moscow, f o r a 

1 . A laska Defense Command, H is to ry of Ladd F ie ld , 1938-44, " A A F Cold 
Weather Tes t ing Detachment , " p. 54. Record Group 338, Alaska Defense 
Command, Washington National Records Cen te r , S u i t l a n d , MD. 
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2 
d is tance of 7,900 mi les. The Russians were not en thus ias t ic about the Siber ian 
rou te b u t , in J u l y 1942, Premier Joseph Sta l in accepted th i s p l an . 

Canadians were a l ready bu i l d i ng a i r f i e lds in the wi lderness between Edmonton, 
A l b e r t a , and Whi tehorse , Yukon T e r r i t o r y . These toge ther w i t h s ix f ie lds in 
Cent ra l A l a s k a - - N o r t h w a y , Tanacross , B ig De l ta , Ladd , Galena, and 
Nome—became the Nor thwes t S tag ing Route f o r the d e l i v e r y of the a i r c r a f t . A t 
f i r s t , t he Un i ted States wanted to t u r n over the planes to Russian a i rc rews in 
S iber ia . S t a l i n , however , w ish ing to avo id an appearance of co l laborat ion in 
the Far East, suggested t h a t Soviet f l y e r s accept the planes in A laska , perhaps 
at Nome. Agreement was soon reached t h a t Ladd Field would be the de l i ve r y 
po in t and t ha t t he Russians would land at Nome f o r re fue l i ng and repa i rs before 
c ross ing Be r i ng S t r a i t . 

The U .S . A rmy A i r Corps F e r r y i n g Command had i ts o r i g i ns in d e l i v e r y of 
American a i r c r a f t to Great B r i t a i n . Ear ly in 1942 i t expanded operat ions by 
f l y i n g bombers to t he South Paci f ic . Renamed the A i r T r a n s p o r t Command 
( A T C ) in June 1942, i t d i rec ted i ts Seventh F e r r y i n g Group to de l i ve r the f i r s t 
planes to A laska . Five A-20 Havoc a t tack bombers landed at Ladd Field on 
September 3, 1942. Next d a y , o f f i ce rs of the permanent Russian mission f lew 
in f rom S ibe r ia . On September 1 1 , 22 P-40 f i g h t e r s a r r i v e d f rom Montana. 
F ina l l y , a con t i ngen t of Russian p i lo ts landed at Ladd on September 24 to begin 
f i ve days of t rans i t i ona l t r a i n i n g before f l y i n g the new planes home. 

Americans f ound the Russians d i f f i c u l t s tuden ts at f i r s t . The language b a r r i e r 
was on ly p a r t o f the p rob lem. Some planes were too small f o r two men and the 
Americans gave i ns t ruc t i ons on the g r o u n d then watched ne rvous l y as the 
Russians took to the a i r . A l so , the Russians appeared to have o rde rs not to 
f r a te rn i ze too much w i t h American o f f i ce rs and not at all w i th American women 
(pho tog raphs of Russians at Amer ican dances suggest t h a t any such o rde rs 
were later r e l a x e d ) . For the most p a r t , t he Russians were po l i t e , 
we l l - behaved , and unde r s t r i c t d i sc ip l i ne . In the b e g i n n i n g , t hey complained 
some about the q u a l i t y of Amer ican p lanes , perhaps suspic ious of p roduc t s f rom 
a cap i ta l i s t c o u n t r y . (Some Russians may have had a cap i ta l is t ic h e a r t ; i t is 
repor ted t h a t few planes reached Siber ia w i t h o u t a cargo of s i l k s t ock i ngs , 
cosmet ics, f i s h i n g t a c k l e , c i ga re t t es , or t o y s . ) With the passage of t ime, 

2. During World War I I , Americans preferred the terms "Russia" and 
"Russians" over "Soviet Union" and Soviets." 

3. Galena Field, between Fairbanks and Nome, was an alternate jumping-off 
point for Siberia or for emergency landings. 
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however , d i f fe rences smoothed out a n d , b y 1944, Russia was favo rab ly 
impressed w i t h the q u a l i t y and q u a n t i t y of Amer ican a i r c r a f t . Soviet f l y e r s and 
mechanics had f ree run of Ladd Field a n d , a f te r the severe ly co ld w in te r of 
1942-43 t h a t was made worse b y inadequate fac i l i t i es , took over many of the 
new hangars and shops erected in 1943. 

The A ls ib rou te wi tnessed t he comings and go ings of more t han a i r c r e w s . As 
ea r l y as September 1941, Corps of Engineers Co l . B . B . Ta f l ey , f l y i n g to Nome 
on an inspect ion t r i p , spot ted two la rge (Amer ican-made) Russian seaplanes in a 
lagoon twen t y miles east of Nome. Tha t n i g h t he met t he Russians—a general 
and 42 s ta f f members—who were en route to the Un i ted States on -a mi l i ta ry 
miss ion. T h r o u g h o u t the w a r , Ladd Field p layed host to many d ign i t a r i es from 
both na t ions , i nc lud ing Ambassador And re i Gromyko and Fore ign Min is te r V . M . 
Molotov f rom the Soviet Un ion , and Wendell L. Wilk ie and Vice Pres ident Henry 
A . Wallace of the Uni ted Sta tes . 

The A i r T r a n s p o r t Command took over Ladd Field in October 1943, hav ing 
a l ready assumed command of Galena, Big De l ta , Tanac ross , and N o r t h w a y . In 
March 1944 alone the amount o f a i r f r e i g h t hand led at Ladd amounted to 586 
t o n s , and 288 planes were de l i ve red to Russ ia . By September 1945, when the 
Russian mission lef t A laska , 7,930 a i r c r a f t had been de l i ve red to t he Soviets by 
way of the A ls ib Movement. 

On November 1 , 1945, t he A i r T r a n s p o r t Command t r a n s f e r e d Ladd Field back 
to the Eleventh A i r f o r c e . Fi f teen years la te r , on January 1 , 1961, the 
Depar tment of t he A i r Force t r a n s f e r r e d Ladd A i r Force Base to the Depar tment 
of the A r m y . The Depar tment renamed the now h i s to r i c f i e ld For t Jonathan M. 
Wa inwr igh t , f o r the hero of C o r r e g i d o r . 

4. B . B . Ta l l ey , Dai ly Log , 1941-1943, e n t r y f o r September 1 , 1941. 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1,010 acres 

Quadrangle name Fairbanks (D-2) 

UT M References 
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Quadrangle scale 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

See separate sheet. 

List all states and counties for properties over lapping s ta te or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

. Form Prepared By 
name/title Erwin N. Thompson, Historian 

organization Denver Service Center, NPS date Apr i l 18, 1984 

street & number 755 parfet Street telephone (303) 234-4509 

city or town Lakewood state Colorado 80225 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national ___ state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property tor inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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title date 
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•

I hereby certify that this property Is included In the National Register 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal boundary description 

Starting at the west junction of Gaffney Road and Marks Road, then following 
the horseshoe curve along the inside curb of Marks Road to its east junction 
with Gaffney Road, then continuing due south along the inside curb of a road 
to the northwest corner of Building 1541, then due east 750 feet, then due 
south along the east ends of Buildings 1543 and 1542 to the north edge of a 
plane parking area, then due east to Ketchum Road, then south on Ketchum 
Road along its inside curb to its junction with Montgomery Road, then generally 
west along Montgomery Road to its junction with Meridian Road, then generally 
north and north northwest along the inside curb of Meridian Road to its 
junction with Gaffney Road, then following the northeast and east northeast 
curve of Gaffney Road 1,500 feet to a point due west of the north side of the 
north taxiway, then due east along the north side of the north taxiway to its 
junction with a paved aircraft parking area, then following the boundary of the 
parking area north, then east, then north, then east to the southeast corner of 
Building 1565, then due north along the inside curb of a road to Gaffney Road 
and the point of beginning. 

These boundaries contain nearly all the historic area of Ladd Field, 1938-1945, 
including the permanent garrison, industrial area, hospital, hangars, and 
runways. 

Structures within the boundaries that do not contribute significantly to the 
historic setting include Buildings 1556, 1558, 1559, 1563, 1546, 2085, 2097, 
2079, 2080, 2104, 2107, 2110, 3004, 3002, 3001, 3007, 3009, 3031, 3032, and 
3033. 

Three structures that contribute to the historic setting are in the permanent 
garrison area but are outside the above boundaries: Building 1021, Nurses' 
Quarters; Building 1024, Radio Station; and Building 1043, Chapel. Their 
boundaries are their outlines. 



1. Soviet airmen prepare an A-20 a t tack bomber for f l ight 
at Ladd Fie ld , World War I I . 

Courtesy, Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n and U.S. Air Force 

2. P-39 Airacobra f ighters in foreground at Ladd Field 
readying for f l igh t to S iber ia , July 9, 1944. This 
a i r c r a f t was a favori te of Russian f lyers . The Red 
Stars were painted on in Montana. 

Courtesy, Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n and U.S. Air Force 



9. On the l e f t i s the 1941-43 "community bui lding". 
Next to i t stands the al l - important power and heating 
p lant . A portion of an early administrat ion building 
appears on the r i g h t . 

Photo by E.N. Thompson August 1983 

8. Hangar No. 1 at Ladd Fie ld . I t was the f i e l d ' s 
only hangar from 1940 to 1943. In the foreground i s a 
memorial marker to Lt. Gen. Jonathan Wainwright for whom 
the present-day army post i s named. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson August 1983 



10. One of three Birchwood-type hangars b u i l t on the 
south s ide of Ladd Field in 1943. The Army uses i t 
today for he l i cop te r s . 

Photo by E.N. Thompson August 1983 

5. One of three apartment houses at Ladd Field for 
o f f i ce r s . Soon af ter Pearl Harbor, a l l mi l i t a ry families 
in the Alaskan Theater were evacuated to the United S ta t e s . 

Photo by E.N. Thompson August 1983 
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1, Name 
historic Adak A r m y Base "and Adak Naval Operating Base 

and or common Adak Naval Station _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

2, Location 

street & number n o t f o r publication 

city, town vicinity of 

state Alaska code 02 county Aleut ian Islands code 010 

3- Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district _X public occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 

_X_ site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process ...X. yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no X military other: 

4. Owner off Property 
name United States Navy 

street & number Adak Naval Stat ion, U.S. Department of the Navy 

city, town FPO Seattle vicinity of state Washington 98791 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. United States Navy 

street & number Adak Naval Station, U.S. Department of the Navy 

city, town FPO Seattle state Washington 98791 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title None y 

has this property been determined eligible? yes __ no 

date federal state county — local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

ndition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X. original site 

w good X ruins _ X altered moved date 
X fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Adak is one of the Andreanof Islands in the Aleutian Chain and is about 1,400 
air-miles southwest of Anchorage. While there is considerable archeological 
evidence of earlier habitat ion, the island was unoccupied on the outbreak of 
World War I I . Like the rest of the Aleutians, Adak is noted for its storms, 
fog , tundra , and muskeg, all of which challenged the military when it arr ived 
in 1942. 

Today, Adak Naval Station, located on the World War II site, occupies the 
northern half of the island and borders on Kuluk Bay to the east, one of the 
few good anchorages in the Aleutians. The southern half is a part of the 
Aleutian Islands National Wildlife Refuge and is outside the boundaries of the 
historic area. To the west and north of the main base are Mount Reed, Mount 
Moffett, and Mount Adagdak. Also north of the main base are Andrew Lake 
(freshwater) and Clam Lagoon (sal twater). The neck of land that separates the 
two was the location of the World War II naval air station with two runways for 
land planes, while seaplanes used the lake and lagoon. 

Today, Naval Security Group Act iv i ty (NSGA) has classified facilities in this 
area. Litt le is left of the air stat ion. The two land runways are barely 
discernible. A dilapidated wooden hangar stil l stands (out of eight or ig ina l ly ) , 
as do concrete portions of two other st ructures. A wooden boathouse at 
Andrew Lake is believed to be from World War I I . Barbed wire is found 
extensively in the general area. Neither the hangar nor boathouse are deemed 
worthy of preservation. 

The main area of today's naval stat ion, called "Downtown," is centered around 
the two runways (7,880 and 7,600 feet) that were constructed for the Army Air 
Force in 1942. On the south side of Runway B are four hardstands that 
probably mark the sites of four Kodiak T- type hangars dur ing the war. Almost 
all structures in this main area are of recent construction and permanent in 
nature: extensive family housing, barracks, bachelor off icers' quarters, 
headquarters, hospital, theater, navy exchange, hangars, roads, and all the 
support facilities that a town of 3,000 people would have. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service maintains a headquarters and visi tor center for the Aleutian 
Islands National Wildlife Refuge. Adak also has a museum in temporary 
quarters that houses wartime art i facts gathered on the island. 

On the north side of Sweeper Cove are structures surv iv ing from the wartime 
Army Reserve Depot, including three immense warehouses, smaller storage 
bui ldings, two wharves (one of which has been modernized), and a stone 
breakwater.* This depot, with materiel for 50,000 troops, was established in 
1943-44 to serve in the event an invasion of Japan from the Aleutians were to 

*The breakwater has recently been rebui l t . The contractor placed a bronze 
plaque on i t that states the original breakwater was constructed by U.S. Navy 
Seabees. In fact, the original was also bui l t by a contractor under the 
direction of U.S. Army Engineers. 
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mater ia l ize. The th ree large warehouses, each measur ing 181 by 800 f ee t , were 
pa in ted respec t i ve ly r e d , w h i t e , and blue in 1976 fo r the American Revolut ion 
B icen tenn ia l . 

On the ro l l i ng h i l l s west of the main base, the army in World War II cons t ruc ted 
a large hospi ta l of quonset h u t s . Ve ry l i t t l e remains in th i s area except scars 
in the t u n d r a . The re is one quonset of unusual appearance- -bay windows and 
e l l s - - s t i l l s t a n d i n g . Now abandoned, i ts o r ig ina l f unc t i on is u n k n o w n . Near 
the hospi ta l s i t e , to the n o r t h , an Advance Command Post was establ ished a n d , 
d u r i n g the A leu t ian campaign, a rmy , n a v y , and army a i r fo rce commanders 
establ ished t he i r headquar te rs he re . L i t t l e remains at the suspected si te of 
th i s command pos t : a roof ; a t w o - s t o r y , concrete v a u l t ; and wooden 
(communicat ions?) poles. Because of secu r i t y reasons, one must have a marine 
escor t to th i s s i te . U .S . Marines today maintain an unusual memorial in t h i s 
general a rea - - two t r e e s . 

D u r i n g the wa r , both army and navy sh ipp ing made use of Sweeper Cove. The 
navy had two tempora ry d r y d o c k s and t h r e e p iers t h e r e . Two of the army 's 
w h a r v e s , at the Reserve Depot , are mainta ined and used by the navy t o d a y , as 
is the petro leum unloading p ie r t h a t the army c o n s t r u c t e d . Other naval 
fac i l i t ies were located in F inger Bay , i nc lud ing sh ip repa i r d r y d o c k s , a motor 
to rpedo boat base, and Rear Adm. T . C . K inka id 's q u a r t e r s . St i l l o the r naval 
insta l la t ions located here or elsewhere on t he is land inc luded a rad io s ta t i on , 
marine b a r r a c k s , and main f leet post o f f i ce . On the shore of F inger Bay today 
is an abandoned an t i - submar ine ne t . Nea rby , are the foundat ion ru i ns of a 
f i sh cannery t ha t operated un t i l 1979. The war t ime wharves at F inger Bay are 
now g rea t l y d e t e r i o r a t e d . Ruins of personnel q u a r t e r s are f ound over all the 
h i l l s , f rom Finger Bay to And rew Lake. Some of these are mainta ined and used 
by personnel f o r o f f - d u t y r e t r ea t s . 

D u r i n g the war , the m i l i t a ry cons idered Adak to be an o f fens ive base and not a 
defens ive one. Consequen t l y , few coastal defenses were c o n s t r u c t e d : 155mm 
gun bat ter ies at Nor th Sp i t , Shagak Bay , and at Zeto Po in t ; and two bat ter ies 
of 90mm guns on the west side of Ku luk Bay near the r u n w a y s . A t d i f f e r e n t 
bays and in lets a round A d a k , i n f a n t r y ou tpos ts w i th machine gun emplacements 
were es tab l i shed . Th ree of these are w i t h i n the h i s to r i c a rea : Nor th Sp i t , 
Shagak Bay ; A n d r e w Bay ; and Zeto Point . Also at Zeto Point was a j o in t army 
and navy ha rbo r en t rance cont ro l pos t . A l ong - range radar a i r c r a f t wa rn ing 
stat ion was at Cape Adagdak , near where a U .S . Coast Guard Loran Stat ion is 
t oday . Some ev idence—concre te , t i m b e r s , quonset r u i n s , e t c . - - i s f ound at 
these s i tes . 

In 1976, the U .S . A rmy Corps of Engineers conducted a s u r v e y at Adak to 
determine what remained f rom the World War II e ra . Inc luded in the f i n d i n g s 
were the f o l l ow ing : 
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300 wood frame buildings 
1,291 quonset or Pacific huts , standing or collapsed 

190 revetments 
2,000 petroleum barrels 

6 reinforced concrete buildings 
10 docks, wood, pile 

8,300 feet barbed wire, with pickets 
15 acres metal runway matting 

Adak continued to serve as an active base throughout the war and beyond. In 
1950, the Army Air Force turned the base over to the U.S. Navy, which 
continues operations there. Today, the navy has an important mission to carry 
out at Adak and must, necessarily, continue to develop the station in such 
manner as is necessary to fu l f i l l that mission. Nevertheless, the evidence of 
Adak's World War II role as advance army a i r f ie ld , naval air stat ion, 
expeditionary advance command post, army reserve depot, naval operations 
base, and task force anchorage is very much present. 



8, Significance 

period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
^^prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
IP? 1400-1499 archeology-historic ..conservation __law science 

1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education . .X. military social/ 
1700-1799 art -engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce .... exploration settlement philosophy theater 

_X_- 1900- ..._ communications ..industry politics government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1942-1945 Builder Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The World War II ins ta l la t ions on Adak Island are s ign i f i can t in the h i s t o r y of 
t he A leu t ian Campaign because they al lowed Amer ican forces to mount a 
successfu l o f fens i ve aga ins t t he Japanese-held is lands of K iska and A t t u . As 
the most wes te r l y Amer ican a i r f i e l d f rom September 1942 to Feb rua ry 1943, Adak 
al lowed fo r i n tens i f i ed bombing ( w i t h f i g h t e r p lane p ro tec t i on ) of the Japanese 
g a r r i s o n s . As the most wester ly naval operat ions base f rom the fal l of 1942 to 
the end of t he campaign, i t p rov ided suppo r t to the sh ips and submar ines of 
the No r th Pacif ic Force in t h e i r f i g h t against the enemy in n o r t h e r n wa te rs . 
I ts exce l lent ha rbo r p rov i ded she l te r f o r the assembly of a large task fo rce f o r 
the assaul t on K i ska . A n d i ts rugged t u n d r a - c o v e r e d t e r r a i n and f ie rce 
weather p rov i ded ideal cond i t ions for t r a i n i n g t he A l l ied invasion fo rce in 
amphibious war fa re in the A leu t i ans . Had a n o r t h e r n invasion of Japan's Home 
Is lands o c c u r r e d , as was once p roposed, Adak ' s Reserve Depot wou ld have 
p rov ided the essent ia l mater iel f o r such an u n d e r t a k i n g . 

The Bu i l d -Up 

When the Japanese bombed Unalaska Island and invaded A t t u and Kiska is lands 
In June 1942, Amer ican defenses in the A leu t ians cons is ted o f an a rmy and 
naval base at Unalaska and an a rmy a i r f ie ld on n e a r b y Umnak I s land , both 700 
miles east of K iska . A l t hough bombers, f l y i n g t h r o u g h some of the wor ld ' s 
wors t weather , could reach K i ska , they could not be escor ted by s h o r t e r - r a n g e 
f i g h t e r s . The need fo r an A leu t ian advance base f u r t h e r west became u r g e n t . 
The army favo red Tanaga i s l a n d , west of A d a k , b u t the navy a rgued s t r o n g l y 
for the l a t t e r , p a r t i c u l a r l y because of i ts a l l -wea ther h a r b o r . H igher a u t h o r i t y 
suppo r ted the navy ' s pos i t i on , and Col . ( la te r Genera l ) B . B . Ta l l ey , U .S . 
A rm y Corps of Eng ineers , was d i rec ted to es tab l ish a base on A d a k . Ta l l ey , 
then the senior army eng ineer in A laska , had demonst ra ted his ab i l i t ies in the 
rap id cons t ruc t i on of a dozen or more new bases in Alaska and had a l ready 
scouted Adak f rom the a i r . Now, he p repared to t u r n the is land in to Alaska 's 
la rges t and most expens ive wart ime base of opera t i ons . 

On June 28, 1942, advance American reconnaissance par t ies landed f rom 
submarines on A d a k . They found no t race of Japanese occupa t ion , a l though 
t he enemy had p lanned a h i t - a n d - r u n ra id on the is land ea r l i e r . Two months 
la te r , A u g u s t 30, U . S . t roops waded ashore a t K u l u k Bay amidst a t e r r i f i c 
s t o rm . The 4th I n f a n t r y Regiment pushed t h r o u g h the mud s t r u g g l i n g to set 
up defenses ( t h e Japanese d i d not d iscover the land ings un t i l October 1 , a t 
wh ich t ime they made two inef fec tua l a i r ra ids on A d a k ) , wh i le the 807th 
Av ia t ion Engineer Bat ta l ion began c o n s t r u c t i n g an a i r s t r i p on a f looded t ida l 
bas in . By d r a i n i n g and f i l l i n g in t h i s f l a t b a s i n , t hey succeeded in b u i l d i n g a 
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t empo ra ry s t r i p in twe lve d a y s . On September 14 , the f i r s t L ibe ra to rs f lew 
f rom Adak to bomb K iska . Maj. John S. Chennau l t , son of the famous Gen. 
C la i re L. Chennau l t , led h js F ly ing T igers of the 11th F igh te r Squadron in 
company w i t h t he bombers . Th i s has been descr ibed as a h i s to r i c mission tha t 
es tab l ished the importance of Adak inasmuch as it was the f i r s t combined 
f i g h t e r and bomber ze ro -a l t i t ude s t r i k e (50 feet above t he waves) of World 
War I I . 

Cons t ruc t i on of a more permanent r u n w a y , Runway A , immediately adjacent to 
and para l le l w i t h t he tempora ry s t r i p soon got underway a n d , l a te r , Runway B 
was comple ted. Both were laid wi th steel mat t ing in the beg inn ing b u t 
even tua l fy were p a v e d . Many t imes repa i red and i m p r o v e d , these runways 
con t inue to serve pa t ro l planes t oday . 

Navy seabees soon fol towed army eng inee rs , c o n s t r u c t i n g a naval a i r s ta t ion f o r 
the Fleet A i r Wing Four 's two -squad ron search and pat ro l miss ions. B y summer 
1943, t he n a v y ' s fac i l i t ies on Adak had g rown so ex tens i ve l y t h a t a naval 
operat ions base was es tab l i shed : naval a i r s t a t i on , ship repa i r f ac i l i t i es , motor 
to rpedo boat d i v i s i o n , naval rad io s t a t i on , mar ine b a r r a c k s , main f lee t post 
o f f i ce , and headquar te rs f o r bo th the commander, No r th Pacif ic Force, and 
commander, Alaska Sector ( n a v y ) . Also under Adak were the naval advance 
fue l ing s tat ion and net depot at nea rby Great S i t k i n I s l and . 

The Eleventh A i r Force's bombers and f i g h t e r s on Adak con t inued t h e i r s t r i kes 
against K iska and A t t u t h r o u g h o u t the fal l of 1942: 

Because of bad weather , a i r c r a f t were forced down all along the 
Cha in . Lucky p i lo ts managed to c rash land on na r row beaches of 
isolated is lands . . . . T h e u n l u c k y ones s imply d i sappeared . Many 
missions went ou t on ly to be fo rced back to t he base. Jus t as many 
managed to get ove r A t t u and Kiska but fa i led to d r o p the i r bomb 
loads because of low fog which obscured the t a r g e t s . * 

Because of these cond i t i ons , the decis ion was made to c o n s t r u c t a new a i r f i e ld 
on Amchi tka I s l and , on ly 65 miles f rom the enemy on K i ska . The land ing force 
assembled on Adak and on January 12, 1943, occupied Amch i t ka . Adak 's planes 
p rov i ded cover un t i l t he new a i r f i e l d was completed. From then o n , Adak 
became a secondary a i r base, r e p a i r i n g a i r c r a f t and f o r w a r d i n g sh ipments of 
bombs and a i r suppl ies to A m c h i t k a . 

*A laska Depar tment , " H i s t o r y of A d a k , " Record Group 338, Washington Nat ional 
Records Cen te r , S u i t l a n d , MD. 
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A c t i v i t y in tens i f ied on Adak t h r o u g h o u t the f i r s t half of 1943, as the All ies 
p repa red to invade t he Japanese-held A leu t i ans . B r i g . Gen. W.O. B u t l e r , 
Commander, Eleventh A i r Force, had a l ready estab l ished his advance command 
post on A d a k , in October 1942. He was jo ined in March 1943 b y Rear Adm. 
T . C . K i n k a i d , Commander, Nor th Pacif ic Force, and Maj. Gen. Simon B. 
B u c k n e r , Commanding Genera l , A laska Defense Command, both of whom moved 
the i r command posts f rom Kodiak f o r the fo r thcoming opera t ions . From A d a k , 
they oversaw the successfu l invas ion of A t t u in May 1943, and immediately laid 
plans to cap tu re K iska . 

For t he invasion of A t t u , the Seventh I n f a n t r y D iv is ion had received some 
h u r r i e d t r a i n i n g in amphibious land ing on t h e s u n n y beaches o f Sou thern 
Ca l i f o rn ia , a cl imate and t e r r a i n t h a t h a r d l y p repa red i t f o r t he t u n d r a and mud 
of t he A leu t i ans . The invasion of Kiska wou ld be d i f f e r e n t ; t h i s land ing force 
of 34,000 men would t r a i n on Adak ' s r u g g e d h i l l s and s tormy beaches. 

T h r o u g h o u t ear ly summer, t roops poured Into A d a k , a m igh ty f leet assembled in 
Ku luk Bay , and the is land teemed w i th a c t i v i t y . * On the eve of the Kiska 
invas ion , Augus t 1943, t he populat ion of Adak was estimated at 90,000 men and 
more t h a n 100 sh ips were anchored in the h a r b o r . 

Once the Aleut ians were c leared of the enemy, a debate took place as to t he 
f u t u r e role o f Adak and o the r A leu t ian bases. Field commanders po in ted out 
the s t ra teg ic impor tance of the Aleut ians and proposed an of fens ive aga ins t 
Japan t h r o u g h the Ku r i l es . In October 1943, the Jo in t Chiefs of Staf f set t led 
the issue b y dec id ing to reduce the A leu t ian ga r r i sons b u t to p repa re base 
fac i l i t ies and a i r f i e lds f o r an o f fens ive i f f u r t h e r opera t ions in the Nor th Pacif ic 
were planned at a la ter t ime. T h u s , a huge A r m y Reserve Depot took shape on 
the n o r t h shore of Sweeper Cove. Con t rac to rs f i l l ed in l and , cons t ruc ted p iers 
and a b reakwa te r , and bu i l t row upon row o f storehouses and all t he necessary 
fac i l i t ies f o r equ ipp ing a potent ia l fo rce of 50,000 men. Just before he 
t r a n s f e r r e d f rom Alaska to another theater of war in June 1944, General 
Buckner v i s i ted Adak and repor ted t h a t t he new depot was coming along in f ine 
shape and i t was chang ing the shape of t he l and . 

On A u g u s t 3, 1944, the c r u i s e r Bal t imore s l ipped in to Ku luk Bay. On board 
was the Commander in Ch ie f , President F rank l i n D. Roosevel t , pay ing h is last 
v i s i t to combat t roops in the f ie ld before h is death e igh t months la te r . Adak 
d id no t serve as a s p r i n g b o a r d fo r an invasion of Japan . B u t i t is t he on ly 
A leu t ian m i l i t a r y base to remain con t inuous ly in ac t ive serv ice f rom World War I I 
to the p resen t . 

*AI I American and Canadian un i ts t ra ined on Adak except the F i rs t Special 
Serv ice Force (2,500 men) wh ich p r e f e r r e d Amch i t ka . 
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1942-August 1943. In Combat Na r ra t i ves . Wash ington: Navy H is to ry 
Cen te r , 1945. 

U .S . Navy , Records of the Naval Cons t ruc t ion Ba t ta l ions . Command His tor ian 's 
O f f i ce , Naval Cons t ruc t i on Bat ta l ion Cen te r , Por t Hueneme, CA. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, BOUNDARIES 

Start ing at a point in the ocean two miles due east of Cape Adagdak, then 
south in a straight fine passing through Scabbard Bay and on inland 0.8 mile to 
a point , then west in a stra ight line passing just south of Finger Bay 10 miles 
to an unimproved road, then in a straight line west northwest to the southwest 
base of South Spit , then norther ly along the ocean side of South Spit , across 
the mouth of Shagak Bay, then norther ly along the ocean side of North Spit 
and beyond .75 mile to the mouth of an unnamed stream northwest of the 
northwest base of North Spi t , then in a straight line northeast to a point of 
land on the west side of Mount Adagdak marked " L o r a [ n ] u , then projecting that 
line in the same direction to a point in the ocean due west of Cape Adagdak, 
then due east in a straight line past the t ip of Cape Adagdak to the point of 
beginning. 

These boundaries enclose all the principal features of the Naval A i r Station; 
Army Field; Naval Operating Base; the harbors of Sweeper Cove, Finger Bay, 
and inner Kuluk Bay; Army Reserve Depot; outposts at North Spit and Andrew 
Bay; coastal defenses; and the areas employed in mounting ground troops for 
the recapture of At tu and Kiska. 
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Adak, 1943. Section of a 1943 army map showing the army 
airfield and Sweeper Cove. Construction had not yet begun 
on the Army Reserve Depot on the north shore of Sweeper 
Cove, but the runways shown are the same ones in operation 
today. 



2. A portion of the vast encampment established on Adak 
for the bombing and invasion of the Japanese-held islands 
of Kiska and Attu in the Aleutians. The army airfield lies 
beyond the hangar. 1943. 

Courtesy, Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska 

1. American convoy at anchor in Kuluk Bay, Adak, assembling 
for the invasion of Japanese-held Kiska Island, ca. August, 
1943. 

Courtesy, National Archives 



7. The army airfield constructed on Adak in September, 1942, 
for the Aleutian campaign has been much improved and is 
still used by naval patrol planes at Adak Naval Station. In 
the foreground are three of four hardstands that probably 
mark the sites of four Kodiak T-type hangars of World 
War II. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson. August, 1983. 

3. Two of three immense army reserve depot warehouses at 
Sweeper Cove, Adak, built in 1943-44 for a possible in
vasion of Japan's Home Islands from the north. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson. August, 1983 



8. Deteriorated aircraft hangar at the World War II naval 
air station on Adak—one of only two structures still 
standing at the former station. This general area today 
is the site of several classified installations. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson. August, 1983 

9. Andrew Lake was a part of the World War II naval air 
station on Adak. It was used by naval flying boats and 
seaplanes. The boat house dates from the war and is still 
used by the Navy for recreational boating purposes. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson. August, 1983 
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1. Name 

OMB Mo, 1024-0018 
Exp, 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

historic Kwajalein Island Batt lef ield 

and or common Kwajalein Missile Range, U.S. A rmy 

2. Location 
street & number 

city, town X vicinity of Kwajalein A to l l 

Republic of the 
state Marshall Islands code 7 5 county Kwajalein A to l l 

not for publication 

code 020 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
building(s) 
structure 

X site 
object 

Ownership Status Present Use 
_ X public __X occupied agriculture museum 

private unoccupied commercial park 
both work in progress educational private residence 

Public Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
in process _ X yes: restricted government X scientific 
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

no _X_ military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands 

street & number 

city, town Majuro vicinity of state Marshall Islands 96960 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Off ice of the High Commissioner 

street & number Trust Terr i tory of the Pacific Islands 

city, town Saipan state Mariana Islands 96950 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
tme Kwajalein Historic Site Survey 

d a te August 1980 

has this property been determined eligible? yes * no 

X federal state county local 

depository for survey records Pacific Ocean Division, U.S. A r m y Corps of Engineers 

city, town Honolulu state Hawaii 



7, Description 

Condition Check one Check one «excellent deteriorated unaltered -X. original site 

good X ruins _JL altered moved date — 
fair unexposed Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Kwajalein Is land is at the sou the rn end o f Kwajaleln A t o l l , wh ich is -in the Ralik 
( S u n s e t ) Chain- of the Marshal l I s lands . Kwajalein is t he la rges t cora l atol l in 
t he w o r l d , i ts lagoon hav ing an area of 1,100 square mi les. Kwajalein Is land 
i tse l f has an area of on ly 1.2 square mi les. I ts average elevat ion above sea 
level is 5.5 feet and i ts h ighes t po in t is a man-made h i l l , Mount O lympus , tha t 
conta ins missi le s i los . Since t he 1944 ba t t le f o u g h t t h e r e , the banana-shaped 
is land 's size has been cons iderab ly en larged b y d r e d g i n g and f i l l i n g at i ts west 
and n o r t h ends and along i ts lagoon s ide. 

Kwajalein Is land is the headquar te rs of the U .S . A rmy Kwajalein Missi le Range. 
The appearance of t he is land has en t i r e l y changed since the war . I t now 
houses a sc i en t i f i c -m i l i t a r y communi ty o f about 3 ,000. Residences, s to res , 
c l u b s , and schools c rowd the n o r t h end of t he i s land . The remain ing land Is 
covered w i th an a i r f i e l d , missi le f ac i l i t i es , and a small go l f course. Since the 
w a r , much of the is land has been landscaped; green lawns, coconut palms, and 
t rop ica l p lan ts grace the l a n d . A l t o g e t h e r , t h i s f a r - a w a y i s l and , 2,400 miles 
f rom Hawai i , p rov ides a pleasant and a t t r a c t i v e env i ronment f o r i ts populace. 

On ly a l i t t l e ev idence remains of t he Japanese p e r i o d , 1914-1944, and of the 
f ie rce f i g h t i n g in 1944. The Seventh I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n , U . S . A . , landed at the 
o r i g ina l west end of the is land where a small p laque marks the s i te . In land 
f rom the plaque is a Japanese re in fo rced -conc re te ammunit ion magazine, p a r t l y 
u n d e r g r o u n d . A low p i cke t fence s u r r o u n d s the s i t e . 

A s h o r t d is tance to the n o r t h , also su r rounded b y a wh i te p icke t f ence , is a 
Japanese cemetery and memoria l . A wooden t o r i i s tands ove r t he en t ranceway. 
From time to t ime, human remains are uncovered on the island and are i n t e r r ed 
at t h i s s i t e . Japanese c i t izens erec ted the memoria l , as t hey have done all over 
t he Paci f ic . 

Today 's mode rn , je t r unway lies on the si te of the un f i n i shed Japanese runway 
and t he pos t -ba t t l e American bomber f i e l d . No t race of e i the r fo rmer r u n w a y , 
the h a r d s t a n d s , o r tax iways are v i s i b l e . Today 's r u n w a y , which was 
resur faced in 1975, measures 6,715 by 100 fee t . The f ie ld has been named 
Bucholz Army A i r f i e l d in honor of Pfc. Fred H. Bucho lz , k i l led in bat t le on 
Kwajalein and posthumously awarded the D is t ingu ished Serv ice C ross . A t the 
a i r te rmina l t he re is a p laque in memory of Bucho lz , wh ich is surmounted by 
t he "Hou rg l ass " ins ign ia of t he Seventh I n f a n t r y D i v i s i on . 

South of the r u n w a y , the Missile Range mainta ins a small go l f cou rse . Near the 
cen te r of the fa i rways stands another Japanese re in fo rced-conc re te ammunit ion 
magazine tha t se rved an a n t i a i r c r a f t gun b a t t e r y . The i n te r i o r is marked b y an 
explosion tha t exposed the steel r e i n f o r c i ng b a r s . On top of the T-shaped 
magazine is a c i r c u l a r concrete pad on which an antenna was mounted in recent 
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times and then removed. The magazine has two r a r e l y - f o u n d f e a t u r e s : a 
vau l ted ce i l ing and a casemated w indow. 

Nor th of the a i r t e rm ina l -headquar te rs b u i l d i n g , w i t h i n the fenced-o f f fue l 
f a r m , s tands a l a rge , r e i n fo r ced -conc re te , Japanese a i r ra id she l te r . Of 
d i f f e r e n t des ign t han most s u r v i v i n g Japanese she l t e r s , t h i s s t r u c t u r e has led 
some s tuden ts to theor ize t h a t i t is pos t -ba t t l e A m e r i c a n - b u i l t . Bu t an A rmy 
A i r Force pho tograph o f the she l te r , taken on June 12, 1944, bears a capt ion 
s ta t i ng i t is a Japanese bomb she l ter t ha t Amer ican t r oops repa i red and used 
fo r the same p u r p o s e . The she l te r stood in t he Japanese bu i l d i ng complex 
known as the Adm i ra l t y Cen te r , where Rear A d m . Monzo Akiyama had his 
headquar te rs on Kwaja le in . Th i s location g ives new meaning to a comment in 
t he 32d I n f a n t r y Regiment 's operat ions repo r t s f o r Feb rua ry 4 , 1944, where the 
regimental in te l l igence o f f i ce r wro te t h a t a p r i sone r o f war said he was assigned 
to Admira l Akiyama's headquar te rs and tha t the admiral had been k i l led on 
F e b r u a r y 2 in f r o n t of an a i r ra id she l te r . 

On the r u b b l e - p r o t e c t e d shore l ine in f r o n t of t he missi le range headqua r te r s -a i r 
termina l are r u i ns of re in fo rced -conc re te Japanese s t r u c t u r e s , e i ther in t h e i r 
or ig ina l locations o r t h r o w n the re fo r erosion c o n t r o l . The most subs tan t ia l of 
these is a p i l l box , wave-worn b u t s t i l l la rge ly i n t ac t . I t Is said to have been 
an a r t i l l e r y f i r e con t ro l s t a t i on , the on ly one ex tan t on Kwaja le in . 

N e a r b y , fac ing t he ocean, a re two Amer ican 75mm ( 3 - i n c h ) f i e l d a r t i l l e r y guns 
on r u b b e r t i r e s . These M-9 weapons were manufac tu red at Rock Island Arsena l 
in 1943, b u t i t Is not known i f t h e y were on Kwajalein d u r i n g the ba t t l e . 
Today , t hey g u a r d the two missile range f l a g s t a f f s , one f o r the Stars and 
St r ipes and one fo r the Marshallese f l a g . A t h i r d weapon, a small Japanese 
naval g u n , is mounted on a concre te pedestal in f r o n t of t he is land's cent ra l 
pol ice s t a t i on . 

The main Japanese p i e r , b u i l t o f re in fo rced conc re te , was shaped much l ike an 
ice-hockey s t i ck . S i tua ted on the lagoon side of t he i s l a n d , the p ie r and i ts 

1 . Duane Den fe ld , " A n H is to r ic Si te S u r v e y of Kwajalein Missile Range, 
Kwajalein A t o l l , Marshal l I s l a n d s , " (Guam 1980), p. 24, concludes " these un ique 
cons t ruc t i on fea tu res sugges t t h a t t h i s is of late Japanese c o n s t r u c t i o n . " 

2 . T h i r t y - s e c o n d I n f a n t r y Regiment , Opera t ion R e p o r t , 1400 h o u r s , F e b r u a r y 
4 , 1944, in Operat ions R e p o r t s , 1-6 F e b r u a r y , 1944, Operat ions F l i n t l ock , 
A d j u t a n t General 's O f f i ce , Operat ions Repor t s , 1940-48, 7th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i on , 
Record Group 407, Washington National Records Cen te r , S u i t l a n d , MD, 
here ina f te r c i ted as WNRC; G-2 S i tuat ion Map, Kwajalein I s land , January 3 1 , 
1944, Record Group 332, National A r c h i v e s , Wash ing ton , D . C . 
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lone b lockhouse, which had a 13mm dua l -pu rpose g u n on i ts roof , were 
cons iderab ly damaged d u r i n g the f i g h t i n g . The b lockhouse is en t i r e l y removed 
and the p ie r has been rebu i l t in i ts o r ig ina l c o n f i g u r a t i o n , named Echo Pier , 
and cont inues to serve Kwajalein 's p o r t . In 1972, A r m y eng ineers renovated 
t h e p ie r a t a cost o f $3.2 m i l l i on . Since t h e n , por t ions o f the Japanese 
concre te work were d iscovered in the course of cons t ruc t i on work in the area. 
P resen t -day maps show tha t the p ie r is not near ly as long as i t was in 1944; 
th is is caused by the fact tha t d redged f i l l has ex tended the land ou t in to the 
lagoon in t h i s v i c i n i t y . 

A t the o r ig ina l n o r t h end of Kwajalein the Japanese ins ta l led a b a t t e r y of two 
t w i n - b a r r e l l e d , dua l - pu rpose 127mm ( 5 - i n c h ) g u n s . Because of the is land's low 
e leva t i on , t h e y b u i l t small mounds on wh ich t o emplace the weapons. One of 
these mounds, " B u n k e r H i l l , " ex i s ts and the concre te base of the gun pos i t ion 
is exposed. Metal condu i ts f o r e lec t r ica l cables in the concrete have been f i l led 
i n . T h i s s i te is now w i t h i n t he res ident ia l area and near the j u n i o r - s e n i o r h igh 
school . 

A s imi lar b a t t e r y stood at the o r ig ina l west end of Kwajalein at what came to be 
Red Beach One. Here , Kwajalein has been increased in l eng th b y t he add i t ion 
o f 55 acres of f i l l f o r radar ins ta l la t ions . Close to i ts o r ig ina l si te bu t now on 
the shore o f the new land lies a steel and concre te mass t h a t is t h o u g h t to be 
t he base fo r one of the 127mm g u n s . Heavi ly r u s t e d , t h i s cu r ious object helps 
to con t ro l beach e ros ion . 

These fea tu res are all t h a t are v i s ib le of the momentous events t h a t occu r red on 
Kwajalein in ear ly 1944. A t t h a t t ime, the is land was u t t e r l y des t royed by the 
most in tense l a n d , sea, and air bombardment of Wor ld War I I in the Paci f ic : 

The resu l t s o f al l t h i s e x p e n d i t u r e of explos ives were devas ta t i ng . 
The damage was so in tens ive t h a t i t is impossible to determine the 
re la t ive ef fect iveness of the th ree types of bombardmen t - -nava l , 
a r t i l l e r y , and a i r . The area in land of Red Beaches was reduced 
almost completely to r u b b l e . Concrete emplacements were s h a t t e r e d , 
coconut t rees smashed and f l a t t e n e d , the g r o u n d pock -marked w i t h 
large c r a t e r s , coral r i pped to s p l i n t e r s . As one obse rve r r e p o r t e d , 
" T h e en t i r e is land Jpoked as i f i t had been p icked up to 20,000 feet 
and then d r o p p e d . " 

3 . Americans faced t h i s same s i tuat ion at French Fr iga te Shoals , Hawai i . 
Fa i lu re to elevate the emplacements resu l ted in the i nab i l i t y to f i r e ove r the 
waves when the s u r f was u p . 

4. Phi l ip A . Crowl and Edmund G. Love, Seizure of the Gi lber ts and 
Marsha l ls . The War in the Paci f ic . Un i ted States A rmy in World War II 
(Wash ing ton : Government P r i n t i n g Of f i ce , 1955), p. 232. 
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The destruction was horr ib le. Nearly all the Japanese forces had been killed 
and the smell of death hung over the island like a fog. Almost immediately, 
however, army engineers began bulldozing the rubble and the near-miracle of 
an island being reborn began. Kwajalein today bears no resemblance to its 
appearance in February 1944. One is stunned when an old-timer points out an 
extra- ta l l palm tree as the sole surv ivor from before the batt le. Yet, beneath 
the bust l ing community, beneath the lawns and asphalt, is the sacred soil of 
battle where Japanese, Korean, Marsha I fese, and American men died. 

Kwajalein Island is today owned by the government of the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands. The U.S. Army Ballistic Missile Defense Command leases 
Kwajalein and other islands in the atoll for Kwajalein Missile Range operations. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

.__ 1700-1799 
1800-1899 

X__ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

1944 

.._ community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 

_ . engineering 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 

_.X_ military 
music 

exploration, settlement philosophy 
industry politics government 

._ invention 

Builder Architect 

_. religion 
_ science 
._ sculpture 
_ social/ 

humanitarian 
_ theater 
_ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Kwajalein I s l and , cap tured by U .S . A rmy t r o o p s , along w i t h Roi-Namur Is lands, 
cap tu red b y U .S . Mar ines , was the f i r s t Japanese t e r r i t o r y in the Pacif ic to be 
taken in ba t t le in World War I I . B e n e f i t t i n g f rom cos t l y lessons learned ear l ie r 
at Tarawa and Makin atol ls in the B r i t i s h G i l be r t I s lands , the U .S . Navy 
sur face f leet and c a r r i e r a i r c r a f t , t he A r m y A i r Forces' bombers , and Army and 
Mar ine f ie ld a r t i l l e r y unleashed the most in tens ive bombardment of World War I I 
in the Pacif ic against Kwajalein A t o l l , s t unn ing the enemy and resu l t i ng in 
re la t i ve l y few American ba t t le dea ths . The amphibious land ing on Kwajalein 
ca r r i ed ou t b y the Seventh I n f a n t r y Div is ion was p e r f e c t l y execu ted , re f lec t ing 
g rea t c r e d i t on t r a i n i n g and p l a n n i n g , as well as the D iv is ion 's ear l ie r 
exper iences in the A leu t i ans . A l t h o u g h the A rmy took tw ice as long to cap tu re 
Kwajalein as the Marines d id to take Ro i -Namur , the Seventh Div is ion could 
claim tha t i ts l ine of advance was f i ve t imes as long as t h a t of i ts 
b r o t h e r s ' - i n - a r m s . Once aga in , the Seventh i n f a n t r y D iv is ion p roved i tse l f an 
e f fec t i ve o f fens ive fo rce . Once a g a i n , the Japanese sold ier p roved his loya l ty 
by f i g h t i n g almost to the last man to make his enemy's advance as cost ly as 
poss ib le . The Marshallese people who s u r v i v e d the war have fo rged a new 
na t i on , now on t he eve of i ts independence. 

Japanese in the Marshal ls 

The Marshal l Is lands cons is t of 32 coral atol ls and a number of coral is lands in 
the wes tern Nor th Pacif ic Ocean, a few degrees above t he equa to r . T h e y are 
s t r u n g on a double c h a i n , the eastern g r o u p cal led Ratak ( S u n r i s e ) , the 
wes te r l y , Ralik ( S u n s e t ) . The Marshal ls were d iscovered by Spanish 
nav iga to r s , exp lo red by Engl ish captains Marshall and G i l b e r t , purchased by 
Germany f rom Spain in 1899, and seized by Japan in World War I . In 1920, the 
League of Nations gave Japan a mandate over the is lands w i t h the cond i t ion 
they not be f o r t i f i e d . Japan w i thd rew f rom the League in 1935 and closed the 
is lands to fo re ign v i s i t o r s . T h u s , the Marshal ls became t he easternmost ou tpos t 
of the Japanese empi re . The admin i s t ra t i ve headquar te rs opera ted ou t of the 
one t o w n , Jabor , at Ja lu i t A t o l l . As war n e a r e d , Japan began to f o r t i f y the 
Marsha l ls , p lac ing emphasis on Mi l le , Maloelap, and Wotje ato l ls in the Ratak 
c h a i n , and Ja l iu t and Kwajalein in the Ra l i k . A i r f i e l d s , seaplane bases, f leet 
anchorages , and submar ine bases were developed at d i f f e r e n t a to l l s . Each base 
was p ro tec ted b y land defenses. 

When war came, i t was f rom the Marshal ls t h a t the Japanese fo rce came to 
cap tu re Wake in December 1941. A g a i n , in March 1942, two Japanese f l y i n g 
boats staged t h r o u g h the Marshal ls to make a nuisance ra id on Oahu , Hawai i . 
In Augus t 1942, U .S . Marines ra ided Makin Ato l l in the Gi lber ts and 
unknow ing l y le f t n ine men beh ind when t h e y w i t h d r e w . The Japanese took the 
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Marines prisoner and moved them to Kwajalein Island to await transportation to 
Japan. Six weeks went by but no transportation became available. Vice Adm. 
Koso Abe, then commanding all Marshall bases, reached the end of his patience 
and, on October 16, had the nine Marines beheaded. 

On February 1 , 1942, the United States Navy's aircraf t carriers Enterprise and 
Yorktown attacked Kwajalein. This was the f i rs t offensive operation by a 
United States task force in World War I I , an operation that did much for 
American morale. 

Throughout 1942 and much of 1943, however, the Japanese were able to 
strengthen their Marshall bases with l i tt le or no interference from the 
Americans. But when the United States captured the Gilbert Islands south of 
the Marshalls In November 1943, Japan realized that the Marshalls would be 
next. Judging that the Americans would succeed in an attack, Japan ordered 
its forces to impede the enemy's advance as much as possible by f ight ing to the 
death. When the attack on Kwajalein Atoll came, i t surprised the Japanese who 
had thought the enemy would f i rs t str ike one of the more heavily defended 
atolls. 

Kwajalein Atoll had three principal bases in January 1944: an airf ield on Roi 
Island at the northern apex of the atol l , with air headquarters under Vice Adm. 
Michiyuki Yamada and support facilities on adjacent Namur; the military 
headquarters for all the Marshalls under Rear Adm. Monzo Akiyama on Kwajalein 
Island at the south end of the lagoon; and a seaplane base on Ebeye Island, 
about two miles northeast of Kwajalein. In addit ion, several islets in the atoll 
had detachments for operating communications centers, radars, supply 
warehouses, and the l ike. Kwajalein Island was defended by elements of the 
6th Base Force (naval troops) and the newly-arr ived 1st Amphibious Brigade 
(army) , a battalion of Special Naval Landing Forces, and a Naval Guard Force. 
The combined strength of these combat troops amounted to about 2,700 men. 
The island also had about 1,800 labor troops composed mostly of Koreans, but 
also some Japanese and Okinawans. 

At both the north and west ends of the banana-shaped island, were two 
twin-mount, dual-purpose 127mm (5- inch) guns. Pillboxes, machine guns, 
3-inch dual-purpose guns, tank di tches, and f i re trenches protected the 
perimeter of the island, most strong points having been placed on the ocean 

1. Samuel Eliot Morison, Aleutians, Gi lberts, and Marshalls, June 1942-April 
1944. (Boston: L i t t le , Brown, 1975), pp. 239-40. After the war, Abe was 
tr ied for atrocity and was hanged on Guam. 
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s ide . (When Amer icans landed on t he lagoon side of the is lands "\r\ t h e 
G i l b e r t s , Japanese q u i c k l y augmented lagoon defenses at Kwa ja le in . ) 
A n t i a i r c r a f t weapons were scat tered over the i s land . In the western hal f an 
a i r f i e l d was s t i l l u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n , b u t had been advanced su f f i c i en t l y to 
enable planes to l and . A f t e r the ba t t l e , Amer ican in te l l igence o f f i ce rs 
conc luded t h a t the is land 's defenses were s u r p r i s i n g l y weak , t he re be ing no 
heav i l y - cons t ruc ted b lockhouses , a pauc i t y of a r t i l l e r y , and many a r t i l l e r y 
pieces w i t hou t cover o r concealment. On Kwaja le in , however , the Japanese had 
made^more of an at tempt to a r range defenses in dep th t han elsewhere in the 
a t o l l / 

The Amer ican Scheme 

Under the d i rec t ion of Admira l Chester W. N imi tz , Pacif ic Fleet, Pearl Ha rbo r , 
the F i f t h Fleet, led by Vice Adm. Raymond A . Sp ruance , depar ted Hawaii en 
route to the Marshall Is lands fo r Operat ion F l i n t l ock . Rear Adm. Richmond K. 
T u r n e r commanded the Jo in t Exped i t i onary Force, whi le Maj , Gen. H .M. Smi th , 
USMC, was the commander of the Exped i t i onary T r o o p s . Admira l T u r n e r also 
d i rec ted the Southern A t t ack Force (Task Force 52) wh ich assaulted Kwajalein 
I s land . Under him and Smi th , Maj . Gen. Char les H. C o r l e t t , USA, led the 
Seventh I n f a n t r y D i v i s i on , whose t h r e e i n f a n t r y regiments had pa r t i c i pa ted in 
amphibious landings in the Aleut ians in 1943. 

The Nor the rn A t tack Force ( T a s k Force 53 ) , which invaded Roi-Namur i s lands , 
was led by Rear Adm. Richard L. Conol ly . Under h i m , Maj. Gen. H a r r y 
Schmid t , USMC, commanded the Four th Marine D iv is ion in i ts f i r s t bat t le 
exper ience , hav ing come f rom Camp Pendle ton, Ca l i f o rn ia . A t h i r d u n i t , the 
Majuro A t tack G roup , unde r Rear Adm. H a r r y W. H i l l , sailed separately toward 
t h a t a to l l , 3 where a bat ta l ion of the A rmy ' s 106th I n f a n t r y Regiment landed 
unopposed . 

2 . G-3 Repor t , Operat ion F l i n t l ock , F i f th Amphib ious Co rps , Feb rua ry 18, 
1944; and Engineer , V Amphib ious C o r p s , to Commanding Genera l , V 
Amphib ious Corps , Feb rua ry 15, 1944, both in U.S. Mar ine Corps Records, 
World War I I , WNRC. A r m y accounts record at least one "tremendous11 

blockhouse on the lagoon side o f Kwaja le in . See Phi l ip A . Crowl and Edmund 
G. Love, Seizure of the G i lber ts and Marshal ls (Washington 1955), p. 266. 

3. The 106th I n f a n t r y landed on Majuro on January 30, t hus g i v i n g i t t he 
honor of being the f i r s t Amer ican u n i t to seize Japanese t e r r i t o r y . Because 
Majuro was unde fended , the s ign i f i cance of th i s " f i r s t " was somewhat 
d im in i shed . F u r t h e r , many accounts iden t i f i ed these so ld iers as Mar ines. 
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Prior to the landings, the Fast Carrier Force, under Rear Adm. Marc A. 
Mitscher, blasted Japanese airfields throughout the Marshalls. These nine new 
fast carr iers were accompanied by eight fast batt leships. In addit ion, the 
Northern and Southern Landing Forces were supported by seven battleships and 
six aircraf t car r iers . In one day, February 1 , the supporting naval vessels 
f i red almost 7,000 14-inch, 8- inch, and 5-inch shells on Kwajalein Island alone. 
Bombers of the Seventh Ai r Force, commanded by Maj. Gen. Willis H. Hale, and 
carrier-based planes unleased their f u r y against the enemy. 

Assault 

On January 3 1 , 1944, D-Day, Seventh Division infantry and ar t i l lery troops 
landed against sl ight opposition on f ive islets northwest of Kwajalein. This 
initial operation gave the Americans control of Ninni Pass, the entrance to 
southern Kwajalein Lagoon, and enabled the ar t i l lery to set up 12 batteries of 
105mm guns and one battalion of 155mm guns on Enubuj, the islet nearest to 
Kwajalein. These guns were registered on Kwajalein by n ight fa l l . The 
following day, in support of the main landings, these weapons expended 29,000 
rounds against enemy positions. 

Plans for February 1 called for the 184th Regimental Combat Team (RCT) to 
land on the northern ( lef t ) half of the west end of Kwajalein, code-named Red 
Beach One, and the 32d RCT to assault the southern half, Red Beach Two. 
At 9:30 a .m. , precisely on schedule, the lead elements waded to shore in what 
has been called by some as the "most nearly perfect of all amphibious 
operations." Utter destruction met their eyes. They advanced rapid ly, the 

4. Carr iers: Enterprise, Yorktown, Belleau Wood, Essex, In t rep id , Cabot, 
Bunker Hi l l , Monterey, and Cowpens. Battleships: Washington, Massachusetts, 
Indiana, South Dakota, Alabama, North Carolina, Iowa, and New Jersey. 

5. Three of these older battleships had been severely damaged at Pearl 
Harbor on December 7, 1941: Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and Maryland. 

6. The 184th Infantry Regiment was organized in the California National 
Guard in 1924 and inducted into active federal service in 1941. It was 
inactivated in 1946. The 32d was a Regular Army regiment, organized at 
Schofield Barracks in 1916. 

7. Edmund G. Love, The Hourglass, A History of the 7th Infantry Division in 
World War II (Washington, 1950), p. 105. 
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32d against t i gh t oppos i t i on , t he 184th slowed somewhat by a ne twork o f 
p i l l boxes . By m i d - a f t e r n o o n , both regiments had reached the wes te rn end o f 
t he Japanese a i r f i e l d . As Japanese res is tance s t i f f e n e d , t he Seventh D iv is ion 's 
advance s lowed, t hen stopped j us t before sunse t . The 32d Regiment had 
reached a po in t about ha l f -way along the r u n w a y , whi le t roops of the 184th 
were about 250 y a r d s beh ind on the lagoon shore . The cleared area of the 
runway created .a wide gap between the two . Machine guns were set up to 
sweep th is open space. With o n e - q u a r t e r o f Kwajalein c a p t u r e d , the sold iers 
establ ished per imeters of defense f o r t he n i g h t . Casualt ies f o r t h i s day were 
l i g h t , 17 dead and 36 wounded in both reg iments . Japanese casualt ies were 
est imated a t 500 dead (most b y the bombardment ) and 11 c a p t u r e d . 

Feb rua ry 2 b r o u g h t con t i nu i ng advances aga ins t t he enemy, a l though Mar ine 
General H .M. Smith fumed aboard his command sh ip about the d i v i s ion ' s lack of 
d a s h . T h i s seemed more apparen t when the Marines announced t h e i r cap tu re 
of Roi -Namur on th i s da te . General C o r l e t t , t oo , u r g e d his t roops to a t tack 
v i go rous l y and f i n i s h the job on the mor row. On t h i s second d a y , cap tu re of 
the Japanese a i r f i e l d was completed. By n i g h t f a l l , t he 184th was s h o r t o f i t s 
ob jec t i ve , t he c ross - i s l and "No ra " r oad , caus ing the 32d RCT to w i t hd raw 
somewhat f rom i ts h a r d - w o n Japanese s t r o n g p o i n t , code-named " C o r n . " 
Americans were unaware t h a t t he Japanese commander, Rear Admira l Ak iyama, 
was k i l led th is day at Admi ra l t y Center w i t h i n h is l ines. A l t hough Cor le t t 
warned h is t roops to expec t a banzai a t tack a t d a w n , the n i g h t of Februa ry 2-3 
passed q u i e t l y . 

The t h i r d day of bat t le b r o u g h t d i sappo in t i ng resu l t s f o r the Amer icans . On 
the l e f t , t he 184th RCT ran in to s t i f f res is tance f rom a maze of p i l l boxes , 
t r e n c h e s , and she l t e r s . These , combined w i t h b u r n i n g b u i l d i n g s , smoke, 
wreckage , and c r a t e r s , caused considerable confus ion d u r i n g the f i g h t i n g . 
Uni ts go t separa ted , b roken u p , and even los t . I n f a n t r y - t a n k coord inat ion was 
i ne f f ec t i ve . By n i g h t f a l l , t he reg iment was 250 y a r d s sho r t o f i ts ob jec t i ve , 
the main Japanese p i e r . T h i s s i tua t ion cal led f o r a change of plans and i t was 
decided t h a t t he 184th's f ina l ob jec t ive would be reduced to t a k i n g the p i e r , 
and the 32d RCT would p inch ou t the 184th a t t ha t po in t and be. responsib le fo r 

8. The 32d RCT repor ted t h a t i t had c a p t u r e d ten of an estimated 110 
Marshal lese on the i s l a n d . A t least one of those col lected t h a t day was a 
woman. 32d RCT Un i t J o u r n a l , Operat ion F l i n t l ock , Feb rua ry 1-6, 1944, 
Ad ju tan t General 's O f f i ce , World War II Operat ions Repor t s , 1940-1948, Record 
Group 407, WNRC. 

9. Hol land M. Smith and Percy F inch , Corai and Brass (Washington 1948, 
r e p r i n t 1979), p. 146. 
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t a k i n g al l t he n o r t h end of Kwaja le in . D u r i n g t h e d a y , t he 32d had had easier 
go ing than t he 184th , b u t i t too had not reached i ts ob jec t i ve , " N a t h a n " road . 
(D i v i s i on headquar te rs mis taken ly t h o u g h t t h a t bo th regiments had reached the 
day ' s ob jec t i ves . ) One accompl ishment on F e b r u a r y 3 was t he cap tu re and 
des t ruc t i on of Adm i ra l t y Cen te r , in which both regiments p a r t i c i p a t e d . 

As F e b r u a r y 4 d a w n e d , the Seventh Div is ion an t ic ipa ted the end of enemy 
res is tance. Ye t to be taken was t he n o r t h e r n s t r e t ch of Kwaja le in , measur ing 
1,000 yards long and 400 ya rds w ide . On th i s d a y , the 184th RCT reached t he 
Japanese pier b y 1:00 p . m . and began mopping up i ts ass igned a rea . The 
32d's f ina l assaul t go t o f f to a confused s t a r t , p a r t l y caused b y Japanese 
emerg ing f rom she l ters beh ind the American l ines , f i r i n g e v e r y wh ich way b u t 
west . B y noon , the d r i v e n o r t h began in earnest and an Amer ican platoon 
reached the no r th end of Kwajalein at 3:15 p . m . Sho r t l y a f te r f o u r o 'c lock, 
General Co r le t t announced the is land secu red , "A l l o rgan ized res is tance . ...-. 
has ceased. The t roops have been reorganized for mopping up o p e r a t i o n s . " 
The d i v i s ion ' s 17th R C T , meanwhi le, completed the cap tu re of the Japanese 
seaplane base on nearby Ebeye Is land . A t the end of t he d a y , an American 
sold ier p icked up a canteen on the ba t t l e f i e l d . Insc r ibed on i t , - - h e r e a d , 
" C o n t r a c t o r s Pacif ic Naval Bases, Wake [ I s l a n d ] , Canteen No. 13269." 

The Sou thern Land ing Force's casualt ies in c a p t u r i n g the sou thern end of the 
atoll amounted to 142 k i l l e d , 845 wounded , and two missing in ac t i on . Estimates 
of enemy losses amounted to 4,938 dead and 206 p r i s o n e r s , 79 of whom were 
Japanese and 127 Korean . In the Southern Sec to r , 140 Marshallese were 
col lected d u r i n g the course of t he f i g h t i n g and in the whole atol l 55 Marshallese 
were k i l l e d . 

An aspect of the bat t le f o r Kwajalein t h a t has been genera l l y over looked is the 
employment of Japanese-Amer icans (N ise i ) as i n t e r p r e t e r s . An Amer ican 
in te l l igence obse rve r p ra ised t h e w o r k o f these men most h i g h l y , s t a t i ng t h e y 
stayed on d u t y t w e n t y - f o u r hours a day deal ing w i th p r i soners of war and 
t r a n s l a t i n g enemy documents . He recommended t ha t ' in f u t u r e opera t ions t h e i r 
number be increased and t h e y e^ch have two armed b o d y g u a r d s because of the 
danger of being mis taken ly sho t . 

10. Crowl and Love , Marsha l ls , p. 289. 

1 1 . 32d RCT Un i t J o u r n a l , F e b r u a r y 1-6, 1944, Record Group 407, WNRC. 

12. D i f f e ren t sources g i ve d i f f e r e n t f i gu res in t h e i r est imates. The f i g u r e s 
g i v e n here are the o f f ic ia l A rmy c o u n t s . 

13. Anonymous , " In te l l i gence Obse rve r w i t h Task F o r c e , " w i t h a le t ter of 
t ransmi t ta l dated February 19, 1944, in U .S . Marine Corps Records, World War 
I I , WNRC. 
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After the Battle 

Even as mopping-up operations were underway, army engineers began the 
repair and reconstruction of the a i r f ie ld , constructing a 6,300-foot, 
coral-surfaced runway and 102 handstands for heavy bombers. On March 11, 
1944, the Seventh A i r Force's B-24 bombers took off from Kwajalein on a 
mission to Japanese-held Wake is land. Later, Kwajalein's planes struck other 
atolls in the Marshalls, Ponape, T ruk Ato l l , and, staging through Enewetak, as 
far away as Guam. On March 25, the Seventh Air Force established its 
operational headquarters on Kwajalein, under the VII Bomber Command. This 
headquarters remained operational until June 1944, when i t moved to Saipan. 
Also in 1944, the U.S. Navy established a naval operating base at Kwajalein as 
well as a headquarters for the military government of the Marshalls. The naval 
base continued operations until 1959, when the U.S. Army took over the island 
as a part of the Kwajalein Missile Range. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

The bounda ry is the o r ig ina l ou t l i ne of Kwajalein Is land as shown on an 
enclosed map. On i ts south and east sides i t is bounded by the Pacif ic Ocean. 
New d redged land bo rders i ts west and n o r t h ends . On i ts lagoon s ide , new 
d redged land bo rders the is land f rom i ts n o r t h e n d , then south and west 
end ing as shown on the map. A l t h o u g h the o r ig ina l is land is covered w i th 
modern s t r u c t u r e s and fac i l i t i es , all o f wh ich are exc luded f rom th i s nominat ion, 
the en t i r e land area undernea th these fea tu res is cons idered h is to r i ca l l y 
s i gn i f i can t . Every square inch of the is land was f o u g h t over in a f ie rce ba t t l e . 
The a b o v e - g r o u n d h i s to r i ca l l y s i gn i f i can t s t r u c t u r e s are ind icated on the 
enclosed map. 
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Kwajalein Island 

Solid line marks the original outline of the island. 
Broken lines indicate new land added by dredging 
and filling. 
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1. Kwajalein Is land. Seventh Infantry Division troops 
landing on Beaches Red, 1 and 2, February 1, 1944. This 
west end of Kwajalein was thoroughly destroyed by pre -
invasion bombardments. 

Photo by D.S. Army Signal Corps 
Courtesy, Defense Audiovisual Agency February 1944 

3. Seventh Air Force bomber f ie ld constructed on top of 
Japanese f ie ld on Kwajalein Is land. Note the absence 
of vegeta t ion. 

November 19, 1944 
Photo by D.S. Army Air Forces 
Courtesy, Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n 



7. Pier on the lagoon shore of Kwajalein Is land. Rebuilt 
a f t e r the b a t t l e in the same configuration as the Japanese 
p ie r , i t now verves the Missile Range. The vessel on 
the l e f t , Tarlang, brings Marshallese workers from 
Ebeye d a l l y . 

Photo by E.N. Thompson October 1983 

2. Japanese a i r raid shel ter captured in tac t on Kwajalein 
Is land. Seventh Air Force also used i t as a s h e l t e r . 
I t i s in good condition today. 

Photo by U.S. Army Air Forces 
Courtesy, Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n June 12, 1944 



r 

8. Japanese naval gun In front of the police s t a t i on , 
Kwajalein Is land. I t s wartime h i s to ry i s unknown. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson October 1983 

10. Japanese twin-mount, dual-purpose 127mm gun empla
cement at the north end of Kwajalein Is land, one of the l a s t 
pos i t ions to be captured. Because of the i s l and ' s low 
elevat ion, the Japanese constructed mounds for these 
weapons. This i s called "Bunker H i l l . " 

Photo by E.N. Thompson October 1983 
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received 

date entered 

1, Name 

historic Roi-Namur Batt lef ield 

and or common Kiernan Re-entry Measurements Site, Kwajalein Missile Range 

2, Location 

street & number not tor publication 

city, town _X_ vicinity of Kwajalein Ato l l • 

Republic of the 
state Marshall Islands code 75 county Kwajalein A to l l code Q20 

3, Classification ' 
Category 

district 
building(s) 

. structure 
X site 

object 

Ownersh ip Status Present Use 
- X public Xoccupied agriculture museum 

private unoccupied commercial park 
both work in progress educational private residence 

Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
in process X yes: restricted government X_ scientific 
being considered yes: unrestricted „ industrial transportation 

no . X_ military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Government of the Republic of the Marshall Islands 

street & number 

city, town 
Majuro vicinity of state Marshall Islands 96960 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Off ice of the High Commissioner 

street & number Trust Terr i tory of the Pacific Islands 

city, town Saipan state Mariana Islands 96950 

6- Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Historic Site Survey of Kwajalein Missile Range has this property been determined eligible? yes _X_ no 

date August 1980 _X_ federal state county local 

depository for survey records U.S. A rmy Corps of Engineers, Pacific Ocean Division 

city, town Fort Shatter, Honolulu state Hawaii 



7, Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered ~X- original site 
good X ruins X altered —_ moved date 
Ifair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Roi -Namur Is lands are at t he n o r t h e r n apex of Kwajalein A t o l l , wh ich is in the 
Ral ik ( S u n s e t ) cha in o f t h e Marshal l I s lands . Kwajalein is the la rges t ato l l i n 
the w o r l d , i t s lagoon hav ing an area o f 1,100 square mi les. Roi -Namur has an 
area o f 350 ac res . O r i g i n a l l y cons idered two separate is lands t h e y were jo ined 
b y a sand bar on t h e i r lagoon s ides . From the center of t h i s ba r a s p i t o f f i rm 
land ex tended n o r t h w a r d d i v i d i n g the shal low reef water between the two . 
Amer icans named t h i s sp i t Aqua Pura because of a Japanese water d i s t i l l a t i on 
p lant t h e r e . Before World War I I , Japanese naval personnel b u i l t a 1,200-foot 
causeway connec t ing the two is lands and t he s p i t . The causeway was 
w e l l - c o n s t r u c t e d , be ing f i l l ed w i t h c o r a l , masonry r e v e t t e d , and paved w i th 
aspha l t . Repai red a f t e r the b a t t l e , much of t he causeway remains , now s e r v i n g 
as a seawal l . C o n t r a r y to common be l ie f , the Japanese d i d not c o n s t r u c t a road 
a long t h e sandba r ; Amer ican Seabees b u i l t a road in t h i s area immediately a f t e r 
the 1944 ba t t l e . Since t he w a r , most of the area between the road and the 
causeway has been f i l l ed in and landscaped, mak ing t h e two is lands one . 
Americans also added a small area of new land b y f i l l i n g in t he ree f a t Roi's 
southeast c o r n e r , where t h e y cons t ruc ted a small p i e r . Both is lands are 
r o u g h l y rec tangu la r in shape and have an e levat ion o f 5.5 feet above sea leve l . 

Ro i -Namur is p a r t o f t he U . S . A r m y Kwajalein Missile Range a n d is t h e home of 
K iernan R e - e n t r y Measurements S i t e . Faci l i t ies inc lude the TRADEX and 
computer b u i l d i n g s , hous ing and adm in i s t r a t i ve b u i l d i n g s , a i r c r a f t r u n w a y , 
d o c k s , a 48- inch te lescope, and severa l h i g h l y technica l r a d a r s , i nc l ud ing the 
huge A L T A I R and a Super R A D O T . The res ident ia l area is located in t he 
n o r t h w e s t co rne r of Ro i . The one r u n w a y ex tends the leng th of Ro i , f rom i ts 
southwest co rne r to t he no r theas t p o i n t . Most o f t he techn ica l fac i l i t ies are on 
Namur. 

Pr io r to 1944, the Japanese a i r f i e l d covered most of Ro i , wh ich resu l ted in 
sparce vegeta t ion on tha t i s l and . A i r h e a d q u a r t e r s , b a r r a c k s , and suppor t 
fac i l i t ies were concen t ra ted on Namur . T h e nor theas t po r t i on of Namur was 
heav i l y wooded. A f t e r the b a t t l e , Amer ican naval personne l occupied both 
i s lands , employ ing almost e v e r y squa re foo t o f l a n d , i n c l u d i n g t h e fo rmer 
wooded area . A t the same t ime , w o r k began to res to re t he t rop i ca l vegeta t ion 
and 3,000 young coconut t rees were p lan ted w i th in a year o f the b a t t l e . 
Today , Roi -Namur is o u t s t a n d i n g l y b e a u t i f u l . Palm, b r e a d f r u i t , pandanus , and 
papaya t rees cover the l a n d ; g reen g rass and morn ing g l o r y h ide the scars of 
w a r ; and once again no r theas te rn Namur is a lush j ung le of g r o w t h . 

L ike Kwajalein I s l a n d , Roi -Namur was sub jec ted t o t he most severe a i r , l a n d , 
and sea bombardment of World War I I in the Paci f ic . Despite the t e r r i b l e 
d e s t r u c t i o n , a number o f Japanese f o r t i f i ca t i ons and o the r s t r u c t u r e s have 
s u r v i v e d . 

Roi 

The Japanese a i r f i e l d on Roi had t h r e e s h o r t r unways in a f i g u r e 4 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n . On ly the no r t heas t - sou thwes t r unway is e x t a n t . A l t h o u g h 
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improved several t imes, the s t r i p re ta ins t he same d imens ions, i nc l ud ing a p a r t 
of a t u r n i n g c i rc le at each e n d , as i t had before 1944. An army a i r shu t t l e 
serv ice between Roi -Namur and Kwajalein uses the runway on a regu la r 
schedu le . The f ie ld has been named in honor of L t . Co l . J . Aqu i l la Dyess, 
USMC, commanding o f f i ce r o f the 1st Ba t ta l i on , 24th Mar ines , posthumously 
awarded the Medal of Honor . In the f i g h t fo r Namur, Dyess was k i l led 
d i r e c t i n g his t roops in assau l t ing the last Japanese pos i t i on . 

The Japanese bu i l t an ingenious water col lect ion system at t he a i r f i e l d . On 
ei ther s ide of t he t h r e e runways t h e y cons t ruc ted concre te c o n d u i t s , two feet 
squa re . Eve ry t h r e e feet t h e r e was a s i x - i n c h s lot in t he concrete cover f o r 
t he e n t r y of wa te r . Rain f rom the runways d ra ined in to these condu i ts and 
f lowed to large u n d e r g r o u n d rese rvo i r s f o r s to rage . When U .S . Marines 
stormed ashore on Ro i , a large number o f Japanese took re fuge i n ' t h e s e 
c o n d u i t s , w h e r e most o f them lost t h e i r l i ves . A f t e r w a r d , the d i tches were 
covered o v e r . i t is known t h a t a t least one , r u n n i n g along the former 
east -west r u n w a y , is e x t a n t . 

Roi and Namur each had a b a t t e r y of two t w i n - m o u n t , dua l - pu rpose 127mm guns 
on raised mounds , bo th s i ted p r ima r i l y f o r o f f - s h o r e f i r e . No th ing remains of 
the b a t t e r y on Namur , b u t Rot is the possessor of one of these emplacements 
i nc l ud ing the weapon. The c i r c u l a r concre te revetment t ha t s u r r o u n d s the 
weapon is pa r t i a l l y des t r oyed . The remaining por t i ons re ta in t he i r ^ma l l ready 
magazines. The two gun ba r re l s po in t menacing ly t owa rd t he ocean. 

Nearby , a subs tan t ia l po r t i on of the ca r r iage and t he concrete p la t fo rm of the 
second gun remains . A bombproof ammunit ion magazine, measur ing 43.5 b y 
22.5 f ee t , f o r each weapon was cons t ruc ted 450 feet f rom the g u n s . One 
magazine remains, b u t t he re is no t race of t he na r row-gauge t r acks on which 
ammunit ion was t r a n s p o r t e d . 

On the west s ide o f Roi a small cemetery has been es tab l i shed . From time to 
t ime , Japanese remains are acc identa l ly uncovered and i n t e r r e d h e r e . Japanese 
c i t i zens have e rec ted a memorial a t t he s i t e . A t rans la t i on of i ts legend reads, 
"Here Lie Members o f ? t h e Japanese Armed Forces Who Gave T h e i r L ives in 
Defense of R o i - N a m u r . " 

1. It is said that both barrels were loaded with ammunition for many years 
after the war. Then, one barrel was purposeful ly f i r ed . Instead of a round 
roaring out to sea, the breech blew off and flew several hundred yards to the 
rear, causing only a l i t t le property damage. The other barrel supposedly is 
sti l l armed. 

2. Duane Denfeld, "An Historic Site Survey of Kwajalein Missile Range, 
Kwajalein Ato l l , Marshall Islands" (Agana, Guam, 1980), p. 34. 
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The Japanese cons t ruc ted c i r c u l a r b lockhouses on Roi-Namur and elsewhere in 
the Paci f ic . T h r e e of these b lockhouses remain on Ro i -Namur : on the 
no r thwes t co rner of Ro i , near the nor theas t co rne r of Ro i , and on t he east 
shore (Nad ine Po in t ) of Namur. The two la t te r were h i t b y shel ls and are 
impress ive ev idence of the power of t he Amer ican bombardment . The 
blockhouse at the no r thwes t co rne r of Roi emerged f r om the bat t le re la t i ve ly 
unscathed and is a pr ime e x h i b i t o f Japanese f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . These s t r u c t u r e s 
had a diameter of 40 fee t . The seaward wall was f o u r fee t t h i c k w i t h four 
layers of one- inch r e i n f o r c i n g steel r u n n i n g ve r t i ca l l y and h o r i z o n t a l l y . Each 
b lockhouse had fou r s tee l - p l a ted , s tepped embrasures , each w i th a 60-degree 
f ie ld of f i r e and spaced 60 degrees apar t a round the c i rcumference so as to 
cover the shore in e i the r d i rec t ion as well as t he ocean. The i n t e r i o r walls 
were covered w i t h one- Inch rock wool insu la t ion backed w i t h ha rdware c l o th . 
Wood f raming suggests tha t the walls also were panelled w i th wood, as were the 
blockhouses on Saipan. I n t e r i o r concre te walls pa r t i a l l y separated the f o u r gun 
emplacements and a c i r c u l a r concre te magazine, e i gh t feet in d iameter , s tands in 
the cen te r . A person s tand ing on top o f the magazine could observe t h r o u g h 
s l i ts in a small steel t u r r e t t ha t extended two feet above the roof . Th is 
b lockhouse has a steel door a t i ts rear ( l a n d w a r d ) en t rance . 

The Japanese a i r operat ions b u i l d i n g , also of re in fo rced conc re te , s tands on the 
east side of Ro i . Somewhat ba t te red f rom t he i nvas ion , i t no longer has i ts 
cont ro l tower on the roof . I t was b u i l t in a s tanda rd des ign and is simi lar to 
s t r u c t u r e s on Saipan and T i n i a n . Fol lowing the b a t t l e , t he U .S . Navy used the 
b u i l d i n g f o r i ts own a i r ope ra t i ons . N e a r b y , is a Japanese a i r ra id she l t e r , 
also of s tanda rd des ign and simi lar to two she l te rs on Namur. 

3. Identical blockhouses are found on Saipan and a modified form exists on 
Wake. American intelligence personnel described them as German-style 
blockhouses. Denfeld, who has studied both German and Japanese 
fort i f icat ions, concludes they are inherently Japanese and the only close 
similarity to German construction is the concept of casemating the weapons. 
Ib id , p. 33. 

4. One of these shelters on Namur is camouflaged by morning glory and most 
d i f f icu l t to spot. Mr. Edward S. Bu r r i s , who has been exploring Roi-Namur 
for twenty years, has learned that Namur's other shelter, on the southeast 
corner of the island, was also a control point for a pair of remote-control 
torpedo tubes out on the reef. These tubes are not mentioned in Marine Corps 
records, but an American intelligence map shows narrow-gauge tracks running 
out to an islet in this area. 
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A t e i the r end of the fo rmer eas t -west runway on Ro i , the Japanese cons t ruc ted 
p ro tec t i ve seawalls. Both w e l l - b u i i t , masonry wal ls con t inue to p ro tec t the 
is land f rom t he re lent less s u r f . 

Aqua Pura Sp i t 

Two Japanese s t r u c t u r e s remain in t h i s a rea , now a wide s t r e t ch of land jo in ing 
the two is lands. One is a non-bombproof concre te b u i l d i n g t h a t has been 
desc r ibed as a genera l s torage b u i l d i n g . A n Amer ican in te l l igence map, 
compiled before t he 1944 i nvas ion , shows on ly two bu i l d i ngs on the sp i t and 
ident i f ies them as a water d is t i l l a t ion p l a n t . The o the r s t r u c t u r e is a 
r e i n fo r ced -conc re te p i l lbox w i t h a c i r cu la r concre te r i n g a t tached . The same 
map shows two medium a n t i a i r c r a f t guns and a b lockhouse in t h i s general area. 

Namur 

A long the fo rmer west s ide o f Namur , f rom sou th t o n o r t h , are f i v e Japanese 
s t r u c t u r e s . On the lagoon shore is a t yp ica l r e in fo rced -conc re te p i l l b o x . A 
l i t t le to the east is a windowless concrete b u i l d i n g , wh ich has been repa i red 
and is now at tached to a missile range co r ruga ted -meta l b u i l d i n g . Persons who 
have examined t he i n t e r i o r of t h i s s t r u c t u r e have conc luded tha t t he Japanese 
used i t as a j a i l . A b o u t ha l fway up the coast are two fea tures t ha t D. Colt 
Denfe ld has iden t i f i ed as a communications cen te r (a concre te b u i l d i n g w i th 
t h ree rooms) and a nearby t unne l t ha t poss ib ly housed t r a n s f o r m e r s . Jus t 
n o r t h of t he fo rmer causeway road is a t w o - s t o r y , concre te power p l an t , i ts 
ad jacent fuel s torage b u i l d i n g , and the ru i ns of an o x y g e n genera t i ng p lan t . 
On the no r thwes t co rne r of Namur , on ly two concre te p i l lboxes remain at t h i s 
once heav i ly de fended po in t . Both are in good c o n d i t i o n . 

The Japanese d ispersed reserve ammunit ion magazines and bombproof petro leum 
storage bu i l d i ngs in the wooded area of eastern Namur, Th is location p rov ided 
a sa fe ty f ea tu re in the event of an a i r r a id on t he f ie ld on Roi . Two 
bombproof magazines have s u r v i v e d . A combat pho tographer made one of them 
famous d u r i n g the war : On the last day of the b a t t l e , February 2 , the 24th 

5. Access to the bui lding is restr ic ted. 

6. A post-batt le intelligence report stated that the communications receiving 
station was "believed" to have been in the air administration headquarters. 
The gothic ruins of the communications transmittal center are on Ennubirr 
Island, southeast of Namur. 
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Marines approached th i s s t r u c t u r e and forced open i ts huge steel doo rs . Inside 
t h e y found 500 tons of exp los i ves , most ly 500- and 250-pound bombs. It took 
the Marines t h ree f u l l days to remove the ammuni t ion. Meanwhi le, a t rag ic 
scene un fo lded outs ide the b u i l d i n g . S i x t y Japanese had taken re fuge in a 
dugou t unde r the bombproof where they had at tempted fo r two days to blow up 
the magazine. Fai l ing t h a t , t hey began k i l l i ng themselves ra the r than be taken 
p r i s o n e r . When d i scove red , on ly seven remained a l i ve . Six of these were 
bad ly wounded and two soon d i e d . ( T h e s i te where a s imi lar magazine blew up 
a day ear l i e r on Namur may s t i l l be i d e n t i f i e d . In the exc i tement o f the bat t le 
a Marine t h rew a sa tche l -charge in to the bu i l d i ng which was f u l l of aerial 
to rpedoes. The resu l t i ng explosion wil l never be f o rgo t t en b y the s u r v i v o r s . ) 
Also on eastern Namur are two large b u t somewhat ba t te red bombproofs f o r 
s to r i ng aviat ion gasol ine. They are of the same design as gasoline storage 
bombproofs on Sa ipan. 

On the lagoon side of Namur are t h ree war t ime f e a t u r e s : the L-shaped 
Japanese p i e r ; the ru ins of a smal l , pos t -ba t t l e pontoon p ie r n e a r b y ; a n d , in 
the water o f f Namur 's south p o i n t , a concrete p i l l box . 

7. A cap tu red Japanese map o f Roi-Namur shows many of the insta l la t ions 
descr ibed h e r e i n , i nc l ud ing the causeway, water condu i ts along the r u n w a y s , 
bomb and fue l storage on eastern Namur, hospi ta l complex in southwest Namur, 
and o the r f e a t u r e s . Also appear ing on the map, b u t not accounted f o r in o ther 
sources , are th ree s t r u c t u r e s o r si tes on the west side of Roi : command 
b u i l d i n g , power p l a n t , and "Wai t ing P lace. " Estimate of Japanese Troops and 
Defensive Organ iza t i ons , Ro i -Namur , no da te , U .S . Mar ine Corps Records, 
World War I I , WNRC. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 

1 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_X__ 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
_-— archeology-prehistoric community planning 

archeology-historic 
„ agriculture 
„ architecture 
_art 
_ commerce 
._ communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 

...X. military 
music 

exploration/settlement philosophy 
industry politics/government 
invention 

religion 
science 

__ sculpture 
..._ social/ 

humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 

_ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1944 Builder/Architect 

Statement of Significance {in one paragraph) 

Roi-Namur I s lands , c a p t u r e d b y U .S . Mar ines , a long w i th Kwajalein I s l and , 
c a p t u r e d b y U .S . A r m y t r o o p s , were the f i r s t Japanese t e r r i t o r y in t he Pacif ic 
to be taken in bat t le in World War I I . Bene f i t t i ng f rom cost ly lessons learned 
ear l ie r at Tarawa and fvlakin atol ls in the B r i t i s h G i l be r t I s lands , the U . S . Navy 
sur face f lee t and c a r r i e r a i r c r a f t , the A r m y A i r Forces' bombers , and A r m y and 
Marine f i e ld a r t i l l e r y unleashed the most i n tens ive bombardment of World War I I 
in the Pacif ic aga ins t Kwajalein A t o l l , s t u n n i n g t he enemy and resu l t i ng in 
re la t i ve l y few American bat t le dea ths . The Four th Mar ine D iv i s i on , in i t s f i r s t 
combat, cap tu red Roi Is land in the amazingly s h o r t t ime of s ix hours and seized 
Namur Is land in t w e n t y - s i x h o u r s , i n f l i c t i ng heavy casual t ies on the enemy who 
res is ted b rave l y almost to t he last man. The Four th Marine D iv i s i on , s ta t ioned 
at Camp Pend le ton , C a l i f o r n i a , was the on ly Mar ine d i v i s ion in World War I I to 
be mounted and staged in to combat d i r e c t l y f rom the cont inenta l Uni ted Sta tes . 

Japanese in t he Marshal ls 

The Marshal l Is lands cons is t of 32 coral atol ls and a number of coral is lands in 
t he wes te rn No r th Pacif ic Ocean, a few degrees above t he equa to r . Spanish 
nav iga to rs d iscovered t h e m , Engl ish capta ins Marshal l and G i lbe r t exp lo red 
them, Germany purchased them f rom Spain in 1899, and Japan seized them in 
World War I . In 1920, the League of Nations gave Japan a mandate over the 
is lands w i t h the cond i t i on t h e y not be f o r t i f i e d . Japan w i thd rew f rom the 
League in 1935 and closed t he Marshal ls to f o r e i g n v i s i t o r s . T h u s , these 
is lands became the easternmost ou tpos t of the Japanese empi re . As war nea red , 
Japan began to f o r t i f y f i v e of the a to l l s : M l l l e , Maloelap, Wotje, Ja l i u t , and 
Kwaja le in . A i r f i e l d s , seaplane bases, f leet anchorages , and submar ine bases 
were deve loped , all p ro tec ted by land defenses. 

Kwajalein Ato l l had t h r e e p r i nc i pa l bases in J a n u a r y 1944: an a i r f i e ld on Roi 
Is land at t he n o r t h e r n apex o f the a t o l l , w i t h a i r headquar te rs f o r all t he 
Marshal ls under Vice A d m . M ich i yuk i Yamada and s u p p o r t fac i l i t ies on adjacent 
Namur; the m i l i t a r y headquar te rs f o r the Marshal ls unde r Rear A d m . Monzo 
Ak iyama on Kwajalein Is land at the south end of the lagoon; and a seaplane 
base on Ebeye I s l a n d , near Kwaja le in . Ro i -Namur 's ga r r i son cons is ted of 
approx imate ly 3,500 naval pe r sonne l , o f whom some 500 were Korean labore rs . 
About hal f the ga r r i son belonged to the 24th A i r Flot i l la which had 35 landbased 
planes on Ro i . These a i r c r a f t were e i ther des t royed by American s t r i kes or 
removed b y the Japanese even be fo re t h e i nvas ion . The remainder o f t he 
combat t roops was a 600-man prov is iona l bat ta l ion named the Sonoyama Un i t of 
the 61st Naval Guard Force , s ta t ioned p r ima r i l y on Namur. 
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T h r o u g h o u t 1942 and much of 1943, the Japanese were able to s t r eng then their 
Marshall bases w i th l i t t l e or no i n te r fe rence from United States f o r ces . When 
the Americans cap tu red the G i l be r t Is lands south of t he Marshal ls in November 
1943, Japan real ized t h a t t he Marshal ls would be n e x t . The Japanese were 
s u r p r i s e d , however , when the a t tack came at Kwajalein Atol l , " 'There was 
d i v i ded op in ion as to whether you would land at Ja lu i t o r Mi l le ' . . . . 'Some 
t h o u g h t you would land on Wotje, b u t t he re were few who t h o u g h t you wou ld go 
r i g h t to the heart of the Marshal ls and take Kwajalein.'" Roi-Namur's defenses 
were more formidable than those on Kwajalein Island to the south, even t hough 
i ts combat personne l were fewer in number . Massive, circular b lockhouses; 
p i l l boxes ; f o u r tw in^moun ted , dua l -pu rpose 127mm g u n s ; numerous 20mm 
dua l - pu rpose g u n s ; and machine guns p ro tec ted the shores . Both is lands were 
r i nged w i th t r e n c h e s , a n t i - t a n k d i t c h e s , and foxho les . N o r t h - c e n t r a l Namur, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y , had a maze of t renches h idden in heavy u n d e r g r o w t h , as well as a 
number of s trong, concrete storage buildings. When the enemy invaded the 
G i lbe r t Is lands on the i r lagoon shores , the Japanese has t i l y s t reng thened the 
lagoon shores of Roi-Namur wh ich had h i t h e r t o received the least a t t e n t i o n . 

The Amer ican Scheme 

Under the d i rec t i on of Admiral Chester W. N imi tz , Pac"\f'\c Fleet, Pearl Ha rbo r , 
the Fifth Fleet, led by Vice A d m . Raymond A . Sp ruance , depar ted Hawaii en 
route to the Marshall Is lands fo r Operat ion F l i n t l ock . Rear Adm. Richmond K. 
T u r n e r commanded the Jo in t Exped i t i onary Force and Maj . Gen. Hol land M. 
Smi th , USMC, was commander of the Exped i t ionary T r o o p s . Admira l Turner 
also d i r ec ted the Sou thern A t t a c k Force which assaulted Kwajalein I s l and . The 
Nor the rn A t t ack Force (Task Force 53 ) , which invaded Ro i -Namur , was led b y 
Rear A d m . R ichard L. Cono l l y . Under him, Maj. Gen. Harry Schmidt, USMC, 
commanded the Four th Marine Div is ion 's th ree i n f a n t r y reg iments , the 23d, 
2 4 t h , and 25th Marines. 

Prior to the l and ings , the Fast Carrier Force, under Rear Adm. Marc A . 
M i tscher , b lasted Japanese airfields t h r o u g h o u t the Marsha l ls . By D-Day, 
January 3 1 , 1944, not a s ingle Japanese a i r c r a f t was able to take to the a ir . 
In a d d i t i o n , the land ing forces were suppo r t ed b y an add i t iona l s ix a i r c r a f t 
c a r r i e r s and seven ba t t lesh ips wh ich b r o u g h t their d e s t r u c t i v e power to bear on 
the i s lands . Besides the c a r r i e r - b a s e d p lanes , bombers of the Seventh A i r 

1 . Henry I . Shaw, J r . , Be rna rd C. Na l t y , and Edwin T . T u r n b l a d h , Centra l 
Pacific D r i v e , H is to ry of U .S . Marine Corps Operat ions in World War I I , v o l . 3, 
p. 139, p. 139, quo t i ng a Japanese naval o f f i c e r . 
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Force, commanded b y Maj . Gen. Will is H. Hale, unleashed t h e i r f u r y against the 
enemy. 

Assau l t 

On D-Day, Janua ry 3 1 , elements of the 25th Mar ines cap tu red f i v e is lets o f f 
Ro i -Namur . The f i r s t act ion was the assaul t on Ennuebmg and Meilu is lands to 
the southwest of Ro i . Not on ly d id these is lands gua rd the passes in to 
Kwajalein Lagoon, t hey p rov ided a p la t form f o r Mar ine a r t i l l e r y to f i r e on 
Ro i -Namur . A l t h o u g h de layed by rough seas and the incomplete t r a i n i n g of the 
amphibious t r a c t o r c r e w s , t he Marines q u i c k l y overcame l i g h t res is tance and 
secured bo th is lands b y m i d - m o r n i n g , the f i r s t cap tu re of Japanese t e r r i t o r y by 
U .S . Marines in t he wa r . F u r t h e r delays o c c u r r e d and not un t i l m id -a f te rnoon 
were t he 25th Mar ines able to land on Ennumennet and E n n u b i r r is lands across 
the lagoon, southeast of Namur. A g a i n , t h e y faced l i gh t oppos i t ion and q u i c k l y 
swept the two w i th few casua l t ies . On E n n u b i r r t h e y took possession of the 
ru ined Japanese communicat ions t ransmiss ion s ta t i on . The 75mm pack howi tzers 
of the 14th Mar ines a r r i v e d on both is lands j u s t be fo re d a r k and reg i s t r a t i on on 
Roi-Namur was postponed u n t i l n e x t m o r n i n g . Darkness had set in be fo re the 
25th Marines seized t he f i f t h i s l a n d , E n n u g a r r e t , on l y 400 ya rds f rom Namur. 
Du r i ng the n i g h t , weapons were rushed to t h i s is land to p r o v i d e a base of f i r e 
f o r the main a t t ack . 

Ana lyz ing the D-Day ope ra t i ons , Marine h i s to r i ans have conc luded , "More 
rel iable rad ios , c loser cooperat ion between LSTs and LVTs [ f o r t he t r a n s f e r of 
t r o o p s ] , and a t i g h t e r re in b y con t ro l o f f i ce rs would have resu l ted in a less 
hect ic ope ra t i on , b u t these fac ts were of no consolat ion to the Japanese k i l led 
on the o u t l y i n g i s l a n d s . " 

A t ear ly l i gh t on D p lus 1 , Feb rua ry 1 , the b ig LSTs moved in to the lagoon as 
a l and , sea, and a i r bombardment of Roi-Namur began . Fresh de lays , caused 
b y a shor tage of L V T s , f o rced a postponement of the land ings f rom 10 a . m . to 
a few minutes be fo re noon. Four bat ta l ions stormed ashore on Ro i -Namur : two 
bat ta l ions of the 23d Marines on lagoon Beaches Red 2 and 3 on Roi , and two 
bat ta l ions o f the 24th Marines on lagoon Beaches Green 1 and 2 on Namur. 

Cap tu re of Roi 

Suppor ted b y t a n k s and the 37mm cannon of armored amph ib ians , the 23d 
Marines pushed ahead against a dazed b u t courageous enemy and w i t h i n a few 

2 . I b i d . , p. 152. LST , landing s h i p , t a n k ; L V T , land ing veh ic le , t r a c k e d . 
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minutes reached i ts f i r s t ob jec t i ve , t he 0 - 1 l i ne , on the a i r f i e l d . I ts 
commander, Co l . Louis R. Jones, radioed General Schmid t , " T h i s is a p i p , " 
a d d i n g , "Give us t he wo rd and we' l l take the i s l a n d . " Wi thout wa i t i ng f o r the 
w o r d , i n f a n t r y and tanks p lunged reck less ly ahead. Colonel Jones r e q u i r e d an 
hour to re in in h is Marines in o r d e r to reorganize a coord ina ted a t t ack . In 
m id -a f t e rnoon , the 23d renewed i ts advance, moving up bo th t he east and west 
coasts o f Ro i . A t 6:03 p . m . , Roi Is land was dec lared secu red . Mopp ing -up in 
t he cen te r o f t h e is land con t inued t h r o u g h t he e v e n i n g ; many Japanese had 
h idden in the wate r -co l lec t ion condu i ts aloncj the r u n w a y s f rom where they 
harassed t he Marines un t i l cap tu red o r k i l l ed . 

Cap tu re of Namur 

As the bombardment o f Namur c o n t i n u e d , two bat ta l ions of the 24th Marines 
stormed ashore on Beaches Green 1 and 2 about the same time as those who h i t 
Ro i . A t f i r s t , t he advance met l i t t le oppos i t i on , b u t as t he companies 
approached the 0 - 1 l i ne , p rog ress slowed because of dense u n d e r b r u s h , heaps 
of r u b b l e , and increas ing Japanese f i r e . The r u i n s of the Japanese ai r 
headquar te rs were o v e r r u n . The Marines d i d not know i t y e t , b u t Admira l 
Yamada had been k i l led t h r e e days ear l ie r in the bombardment and most of his 
senior o f f i ce rs had committed su ic ide . By ear ly a f t e r n o o n , most of t he 24th 's 
companies had come up to the 0 - 1 l ine , which was the eas t -wes t road f rom the 
causeway. Toward the eastern p a r t of the i s l a n d , an assaul t team f rom the 2d 
Bat ta l ion began a t t ack ing a bombproof s t r u c t u r e t h a t appeared to be a gun 
pos i t i on . Breach ing a wa l l , Marines th rew satche l -charges t h r o u g h the hole. 
Sudden l y , a t remendous exp los ion shook the i s l and , fo l lowed s w i f t l y b y two 
o t h e r s . A Marine a i r obse rve r f l y i n g over Namur at the time repor ted his plane 

3. Jones to Schmid t , 1207 h o u r s , D-Day plus 1 , Record of Even ts , 23d Marine 
Regiment , January 13 -Feb rua ry 8, 1944, USMC Records, Washington National 
Records C e n t e r , S u i t l a n d , MD, he r i na f t e r c i ted as WNRC. T h i s must be the 
shor tes t Record o f Events t h a t inc luded a ba t t l e ever w r i t t e n . The en t i r e 
d i a r y , f rom t he t ime t he 23d le f t San Diego to t h e i r d e p a r t u r e f rom Kwajalein 
A to l l amounts to f o u r pages! 

4 . Rober t D. H e i n l , J r . and John A . C r o w n , The Marsha l ls : Increas ing the 
Tempo (Wash ing ton , 1954), p p . 64-67; "Observa t ions and Recommendations, 
F l in t lock Ope ra t i ons , " January 19, 1944, USMC Records , WNRC. Most U .S . 
Mar ine accounts agree t h a t Roi was dec lared secure on t h e even ing o f F e b r u a r y 
1 . The G-3 a t V Amphib ious Corps headquar te rs s ta ted t ha t t he is land was 
dec lared secured at 8 a . m . , F e b r u a r y 2 . G-3 , H e a d q u a r t e r s , V Amphib ious 
C o r p s , Report f o r Operat ion F l i n t l ock , Feb rua ry 18, 1944, USMC Records, 
World War I I , WNRC. 
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was l i f t ed 1,000 feet b y t he b las t . I t looked to him as i f t he whole is land had 
blown u p . On the g r o u n d , the number of casual t ies increased as c h u n k s of 
concre te and steel ra ined d o w n . The bombproof had been a magazine f i l l ed w i th 
aerial t o rpedoes . T h e 2d Ba t ta l i on , 24th Mar ines , su f f e red severe casual t ies 
f rom the explosions w i th 20 dead and about 100 wounded . Not un t i l late 
a f te rnoon was i ts commander, L t . Co l . Francis H. B r i n k , who was himself 
wounded , able to reorgan ize his command and re jo in the a t t ack . Some f u r t h e r 
advances were made before da rkness came; one fo rce of t anks and i n f a n t r y 
ac tua l l y ga ined the no r the rnmos t po in t of Namur b u t w i t hd rew to the main l ine . 
Th is f i r s t day of f i g h t i n g on Namur resu l ted in the Marines occupy ing about 
t w o - t h i r d s o f the i s l a n d . 

Small g r o u p s of Japanese har rassed the Marine forces d u r i n g the n i gh t w i t h 
l i t t l e e f f ec t . A t d a w n , the enemy launched a coun te ra t tack which i n f a n t r y and 
tanks q u i c k l y s h a t t e r e d . A t 9 a . m . , Feb rua ry 2 , the 24th Marines renewed t he 
at tack w i th two ba t ta l i ons , reduc ing blockhouses and p i l lboxes one by one. 
Sho r t l y a f t e r noon , the bat ta l ions met at the n o r t h e r n po in t and Namur was 
dec lared secured two hou rs la te r . T h e Four th Marine D i v i s i o n , f r e s h f rom t he 
t r a i n i n g f i e l d s , was now ba t t le -seasoned. I t had met the enemy and had 
cap tu red i t s ob jec t i ves , even if beset w i th problems not of i ts own mak ing , 
such as shor tages in amphibious land ing vehic les and the delays and confus ion 
in d e l i v e r i n g men and machines to t he beaches. 

A l t h o u g h t h e y had lost the i s lands , t he Japanese had the last word at Kwajalein 
A t o l l . On the n i g h t of F e b r u a r y 11-12 , twe lve Japanese bombers got t h r o u g h 
Amer ican radar and made a devas ta t ing s u r p r i s e a t tack on Roi I s l and . Using 
both h i gh exp los ive and phosphorous bombs, t h e y h i t the 20th Mar ines ' 
(Eng inee rs ) comand p o s t , a large bomb d u m p , and the LST un load ing po in t . 
The exp los ions , wh ich lasted f o u r h o u r s , and f i r es des t royed two land ing sh ips 
and large s tocks of f o o d , ammuni t ion , bombs, cons t ruc t i on equ ipment , and 
c l o t h i n g . The 20th Marines lost all i ts regimental records and j o u r n a l s . 
Casualt ies were severe with* 30 k i l led and about 400 wounded . 

Japanese casual t ies in the No r t he rn Sector f o r Operat ion F l in t lock amounted to 
3,470 dead , many of whom were k i l led in the p re - i nvas ion bombardment . Of the 
264 men taken p r i s o n e r , 99 were Japanese, t he remainder , Korean . !p 
c o n t r a s t , the Four th Mar ine Div is ion had 313 ki l led and 500 wounded . 
Japanese dead were b u r i e d in deep t renches w i t h i n the t r i a n g l e fo rmed b y Roi's 
r u n w a y s . On Namur, th ree large bomb c ra te rs became the Japanese bur ia l 
g r o u n d . The Fou r th Mar ine D iv is ion estab l ished a t empora ry cemetery fo r i ts 
dead on Aqua Pura Sp i t . 

5. Bo th Japanese and Amer ican casua l ty f i g u r e s d i f f e r cons iderab ly in the 
several o f f ic ia l accounts of the act ion in the N o r t h e r n Sec t ion . The f i gu res 
g i ven above may o r may not be c o r r e c t . 
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As Marine engineers and Seabees cleared Roi-Namur of battle rubble, the 
Fourth carried out its last remaining task, an uneventful sweep of all islands in 
the Northern Sector. The division departed the atoll on February 8, enroute to 
Pearl Harbor to prepare for its next mission—Saipan. 

Less than a week later the f i r s t of the runways on Roi was repaired and made 
operational. Soon thereafter, the 4th Marine Ai r Wing arr ived on Roi-Namur, 
From then to the end of World War I I , Marine pilots bombed and strafed the 
bypassed Japanese bases in the Marshall Islands, Ponape, and Wake. 
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Headquar te rs , V Amphib ious Co rps , F e b r u a r y 18, 1944; In te l l igence Report 
on F l in t lock Ope ra t i on , Four th Marine D i v i s i on , n . d . ; In te l l igence Report 
to Accompany CT 24, Four th Marine D i v i s i o n , n . d . ; Japanese map of 
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Rio-Namur in Estimate of Japanese Troops and Defensive Organizat ions 
J o u r n a l , Fou r th Mar ine D iv i s i on , January 31 to Feb rua ry 2 , 1944 
Observa t ions and Recommendations, F l in t lock Opera t ions , n . d . 
Photographs of Japanese Defenses, Kwajalein A t o l l , in Special Staf f 
Of f i cers ' Repo r t s , Marshal l I s lands ; Repor t o f D iv is ion S u r g e o n , F l in t lock 
Ope ra t i on , Fou r th Mar ine D iv i s i on , n . d . ; Report of Opera t ions , 20th 
Marines ( E n g i n e e r s ) , Fou r th Marine D i v i s i o n , March 16, 1944; and Record 
of Even ts , 23d Mar ine Regiment, January 13 -Februa ry 8 , 1944. U .S . 
Marine Corps Records, World War I I , WNRC. 

U . S . Navy . Act ion Repor t , Ro i -Namur , Task Group 58 .2 , in U.S. Marine 
Corps Records , World War I I , WNRC. 

. Of f i ce of Naval In te l l i gence. The Assau l t on Kwajalein and Majuro 
(Par t One) in Combat Na r ra t i ves . [Wash ing ton ] , 1945. Navy H is to ry 
Cen te r , Washington Navy Y a r d , D .C . 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

The boundary is the water's edge around Roi-Namur islands so as to include 
the landing beaches, and surv iv ing Japanese s t ructures, weapons, and 
fort i f icat ions. All Kwajalein Missile Range developments on Roi-Namur, while 
within this boundary, do not contribute to the historical significance of the 
battle and are exempted. Because the bombardments and the f ight ing involved 
all the land, ail of i t Is historically significant despite the continuing impact of 
modern developments. 
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Plan of Japanese blockhouse. Feature in center was an 
ammunition magazine. 

Set P 





1. Ae r i a l of Roi-Namur, January 1944. Roi a i r f i e l d i s a t 
top of photo. The h o r i z o n t a l runway i s in use today . 
Kwajalein Lagoon i s in the lower l e f t . The corner of 
Namur shown, lower r i g h t , contained Admiral Yamada's a i r 
headquar t e r s for the Marshal l I s l a n d s . Aqua Pura Spi t and 
t h e causeway l i e between t h e two i s l a n d s . 

Courtesy, Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n and U.S. Air Force 



5. Twin-mount dual-purpose (coastal defense and a n t i 
a i r c r a f t ) , 127mm (5-inch) gun. Japan had two such 
b a t t e r i e s of two emplacements each on Roi-Namur. This sole 
survivor on Roi may have been the weapon that opened f i r e 
on D-Day, January 31, 1944. 

Photo by E.N.Thompson October 1983 

6. Japanese c i rcu la r blockhouse on Roi. There were four 
or f ive (accounts d i f fe r ) of these strong defensive works 
on Roi-Namur. American in te l l igence personnel thought they 
were of German design. This one, at the northwest corner 
of Roi, i s the best preserved of three survivors . The person 
with the white sh i r t i s standing in front of one of four 
gun embrasures. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson October 1983 



4. Partly-demolished Japanese a i r raid she l te r on Roi. 
This standard design may yet be found on other Pacific 
I s lands , including two survivors on adjacent Namur. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson October 1983 

11. One of two exis t ing Japanese bombproof, aviation 
gasoline storage buildings on eastern Namur. These 
are s imilar in design to s t ruc tures on Saipan. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson October, 1983 
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1 . Name 

historic Truk Lagoon Underwater Fleet, Truk Atoll 

and or common Truk Lagoon, Truk State, Federated States of Micronesia 

2. Location 

For NPS uw only 

received 

date entered 

street & number not tor publication 

city, town 

state 

Federated States of 
Micronesia 

_ vicinity of 

code 75 county Truk State code 050 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

X. district X. public 
building(s) private 

_ structure both 
site Public Acquisition 
object in process 

being considered 

Status 
- occupied 
.X unoccupied 

work in progress 
Accessible 

yes: restricted 
_X_ yes: unrestricted 

no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 

X government 
industrial 
military 

_ _ museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 

X transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Government of the Federated States of Micronesia 

street & number 

city, town Kolonia ._ vicinity of 
Ponape, Eastern 

state Caroline Islands 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Government of the Federated States of Micronesia 

street & number 

city, town Kolonia, Ponape, Federated States of Micronesia 
Ponape, Eastern 

state Caroline islands 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Truk Lagoon Underwater Fleet has this property been determined eligible? -_X_ yes no 

date September 30, 1976 _X_ federal state county — local 

depository tor survey records National Register of Historic Places 

city, town Washington state D.C. 
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comprise the "unde rwa te r f l e e t , " the Mecca of d i ve r s wor ldw ide . A summary of 
t he sunken vessels and o the r wrecks w i th in the lagoon fo l lows: 

Combined Fleet Repair Anchorage 

Th is anchorage was between Dublon and Fefan i s lands : 

1. Yamagiri Maru. Six-hold f re ignter , 3,188 tons, 305 feet long. Its hold 
no. 5 contains 18.1-inch shells for Japan's two giant batt leships, Yamato and 
Musashi, 

2. Tonan Maru 3. Tanker, 19,209 tons, 535 feet long. This large whale 
factory converted to a tanker was hit by an American submarine in 1943. She 
was towed to Truk for repairs. Tonan was sunk in shallow water on February 
17. Af ter World War I I , Japanese authorities received permission to salvage the 
ship for whaling operations, Japan's merchant marine fleet having been 
destroyed. Large sections of the vessel that had been blown off by bombs 
remain at the s i te. 

3. Kiyozumi Maru. Six-hold f re ighter , 6,983 tons, 450 feet long. This 
vessel was taken over by the Imperial Navy In 1941 and converted to an 
auxi l iary cru iser . In October 1943, her armament was removed and the ship 
was reclassified as a t ransport . She participated in the Midway campaign of 
1942 as a troop car r ie r . In December 1943, an American submarine hit Kiyozumi 
with a torpedo. A tug towed the vessel into T r u k , where repairs were being 
made. On February 17, she was bombed repeatedly and f inal ly sank. Because 
oil st i l l leaks from the wreck, she is known locally as "Oilslick Wreck." 

4. Hoyo Maru. Large tanker, 8,629 tons, 470 feet long. Built in 1936, Hoyo 
was taken over by the Japanese Navy in 1940. From 1941 on , she was 
stationed at T ruk . Hit in a bombing attack at sea in 1943, the ship was 
repaired in Japan. Luck was not with her. Early in February 1944, she 
departed T ruk en route to Singapore and was h i t by a submarine torpedo just 
outside the lagoon. She was towed in and was undergoing repairs at the time 
of the American attack. The ship broke in two as she capsized. The wreck is 
close to Fefan's shore and, because of s i l ty water, Hoyo is seldom visited by 
d ivers . 

5. Kansho Maru. Five-hold f re ighter , 4,861 tons, 380 feet long. The 
Japanese Navy employed this ship as a transport of special cargo from 

3. All ship descriptions are from Lindermann, Hailstorm Over T ruk . 
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a t tacked Pearl Ha rbo r . In 1942, she entered T r u k f o r repa i rs a f te r being 
to rpedoed by an American submar ine . A s ingle to rpedo sank her on. February 
17, 1944. The wreck conta ins many a r t i f ac t s as well as human bones. 

13. Fum i t suk i . Des t roye r . Launched in 1926, she was undergo ing repa i r at 
the Repair Anchorage . Fumi tsuk i was des t royed by a bomb. No t race of the 
wreckage has ye t been f ound o r i d e n t i f i e d . 

In add i t ion to these w r e c k s , an area between Dublon and Fefan is lands was 
used by the Japanese as a dumping g r o u n d . Th i s area is heav i ly s i l ted and 
t he re fo re has l i t t l e coral g r o w t h . D ivers have found many objects inc lud ing an 
automobi le , f o u r - b l a d e d sh ip 's p rope l l e r , t r acked veh ic le , a i r c r a f t p a r t s , tank 
t r u c k s , gene ra to r s , and eng ines . 

Combined Fleet Anchorage 

T h i s anchorage was east and south of D u b l o n , a round E ten , and south to 
Uman. The major i ty of the wrecks cons is t of vessels o the r than wa rsh ips : 

14. Nippo M a r u . F r e i g h t e r , 3,763 t o n s , 352 feet l ong . Pr io r to World War I I , 
N ippo was a banana boat on t he Ta iwan-Japan r u n . In 1941, she became a 
f r e s h water t r a n s p o r t f o r t he Japanese Navy and was a f r e q u e n t v i s i t o r to 
T r u k . Discovered in 1980, the wreck has a wide v a r i e t y of a r t i f ac t s on b o a r d : 
coastal defense g u n s , f ie ld a r t i l l e r y , t r u c k s , she l ls , and a t a n k . 

15. Momokawa Maru . F ive-ho ld f e i g h t e r , 3,829 t ons , 352 feet l ong . Launched 
in 1940 as a t imber t r a n s p o r t , S ibe r ia -Japan , Momokawa was sunk in the 
Feb rua ry 17-18 a t t ack . The wreck was not d iscovered un t i l 1982. Many 
a r t i f ac ts are on b o a r d , i nc lud ing porcela in d i shes , ch inaware , sh ip 's be l l , 
a i r c r a f t components, t r u c k s , and ammuni t ion. 

16. A i k o k u M a r u . F re igh te r -passenge r l i ne r , 10,438 t o n s , 492 feet l ong . 
A i k o k u was one of the f i nes t cargo-passenger l iners bu i l t in Japan j us t before 
hos t i l i t i es . She was taken over by the Navy and conve r ted to an armed 
merchant ra ider ( a u x i l i a r y c r u i s e r ) . By 1944, the sh ip was t r a n s p o r t i n g cargo 
and t roops to va r ious is lands in the Cent ra l Paci f ic . On Feb rua ry 16, she 
en te red T r u k Lagoon hav ing come f rom Ponape. Ly ing in g rea t depths f rom 130 
feet to 240 fee t , the wreck can be v i s i ted by on ly the most exper ienced d i v e r s . 
Human bones are f ound w i t h i n the ho lds . 

4 . L i nde rmann , Hai ls torm Over T r u k , p p . 55-56, does no t show the location 
of t h i s popu lar w r e c k . 

Page 4 
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27. Unkai Maru. Five-hold f re ighter , 3,188 tons, 305 feet long. An ancient, 
coal-burning vessel, Unkai was bui l t In England in 1905 and f i r s t named Venus. 
Japan purchased the ship in 1911. 

28. Gosei Maru. Coastal f re ighter , 1,931 tons, 270 feet long. Gosei was sunk 
on February 18. Its cargo of live torpedoes continued to explode over time 
un t i l , in 1976, an explosive charge was set off to make the wreck safe for 
d iv ing . Lying in shallow water, Gosei is a favorite photographic subject. 

29. Rio de Janeiro Maru. Passenger l iner, 9,627 tons, 450 feet long. Bui l t in 
the late 1920s, this ship served the Japan-South America-United States West 
Coast route. The Japanese Navy converted her to a submarine tender and depot 
ship in 1940. In Apr i l 1943 she was reclassified as a transport and based at 
T r u k . Cargo consists of a coastal gun , coal, and saki bottles. 

30. Amagisan Maru. Special t ranspor t , 7,621 tons, 450 feet long. This large 
freighter rests on sloping ground. Water depth to the bow is 100 feet, while 
the stern is under 180 feet of water. Li t t le cargo was on board, but a sedan 
automobile remains in a hold. The mess contains china and tableware. 

31. Sankisan Maru. Freighter, 4,776 tons, 368 feet long. The Japanese Navy 
acquired this vessel in October 1943. Settled in shallow water (the foremast 
breaks the water ) , Sankisan is visited of ten. An explosion blew the aftership 
apart, but the remainder of the wreck contains a varied cargo: t rucks , small 
arms ammunition, aircraf t par ts , and coal. Small reef f ish and corals f lourish 
at the site. 

32. Hino Maru 2. Freighter, 999 tons, 200 feet long. Called "One-Gun Boat," 
this small vessel was destroyed by bombs. Its bow gun , only three feet under 
water, is heavily photographed. 

33. Interisland Supply Vessel. It is about 120 feet in length and its gross 
tonnage is about 800 tons. This small coastal oiler serviced the fleet at T ruk . 
Marine growth on the wreck is outstanding. 

34. Subchaser No. 38. About 300 tons. This vessel may have been a small 
merchant ship that was converted to anti-submarine duty . It sank in shallow 
water. 

35. Taiho Maru. Four-hold f re ighter , 2,829 tons, 305 feet long. Only the aft 
section survived an explosion. Two landing craft lie nearby. Cargo consists 
of steel drums. 

Other wreckage that has been found In this anchorage includes: 
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The area recommended as a National Historic Landmark is all of Truk Lagoon 
within the coral reef that surrounds i t . It does not include the islands within 
the lagoon, some of which have been entered in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 
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b y American a i r c ra f t in an ambush attack, he was replaced b y A d m . Mineichi 
Koga, whose f l agsh ip at T r u k was the m igh t y Musash i . 

A l t h o u g h the Imperial Navy establ ished coastal and an t i a i r c ra f t defenses at 
T r u k , g r o u n d defenses were not in tens i f ied un t i l t he a r r i v a l of the f i r s t 
elements of £he A r m y ' s F i f t y - second Div is ion between November 1943 and 
January 1944. 

Ground de fenses - -a i r raid she l t e r s , bombproof t u n n e l s , and a l te rna te gun 
emplacements—were not completed until August 1944, wel l a f te r the Uni ted 
States had decided to bypass T r u k . 

American Advances , 1944 

In early F e b r u a r y 1944, U .S . Mar ine and A rmy t roops c a p t u r e d Kwajalein A to l l 
in the Marshal l I s lands , 955 miles east of T r u k . The ba t t le f o r Kwajalein was 
ca r r i ed out so s w i f t l y and successfu l ly tha t Adm. Chester W. Nimi tz , 
Commander in Ch ie f , Paci f ic , concluded to speed up the Centra l Pacific 
campaign. He d i r ec ted t h e immediate invasion o f Enewetak A t o l l , also in the 
Marsha l l s , wh ich had o r i g i n a l l y been set f o r May 1 . Because Enewetak was on l y 
670 miles f rom Japan's G i b r a l t e r of the Paci f ic , T r u k , Nimitz decided that a 
s t rong a t tack on T r u k to neut ra l i ze Japanese forces the re was a necessary 
ad junc t to the Enewetak assau l t , now scheduled f o r F e b r u a r y 17, 1944. 

American in te l l igence knew l i t t le about T r u k except its al leged i n v u l n e r a b i l i t y . 
On F e b r u a r y 4 , a U . S . Mar ine Corps Catal ina f lew over the atol l on a 
pho tog raph ic miss ion . T h i s reconnaissance showed tha t a Japanese ba t t lesh ip 
(Musash i ) , two c a r r i e r s , ten c r u i s e r s , twen ty d e s t r o y e r s , twelve submar ines, 
and a large number of t r a n s p o r t s were in the lagoon. Japanese planes rose to 
the a t t ack , but the f l y i n g boat evaded in te rcep t ion and r e t u r n e d safety to base 
w i t h t he impor tan t i n fo rma t i on . A t T r u k , the Japanese co r rec t l y judged th is 
o v e r f l i g h t presaged an enemy a t t a c k . Admi ra l Koga o r d e r e d the f leet to weigh 
anchor . On Februa ry 10, led by Musashi , Japanese warsh ips sailed f o r the 
Western Paci f ic , never to r e t u r n to T r u k . The ba t t l esh ip steamed toward 
Japan. Other warsh ips w i t hd rew to the Palau Islands and to the Ph i l i pp ines . 
Abou t f o r t y vesse ls , some unde rgo ing repe'W/ o thers loading or un load ing 
c a r g o , remained in the lagoon. 

Before dawn on F e b r u a r y 17, Vice Adm. Raymond A . Spruance, on board 
ba t t lesh ip New Jersey , sai led toward T r u k . Under h i m , Rear Adm. Marc A. 
M i tscher , Y o r k t o w n , commanded Task Force 58, cons is t ing of nine c a r r i e r s , s ix 

3. The balance of the division did not arr ive at Truk unt i l after the February 
ra id. 

4. February 16th in Hawaii. 
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T r u k , 1944-1945 

While the Japanese Navy never r e t u r n e d to T r u k in f o r c e , fo r a time af ter the 
Februa ry raids the defenses of the atol l cont inued to be improved . Add i t iona l 
army t roops arrived, u n d e r g r o u n d defenses were c o n s t r u c t e d , mines were laid 
In t he passes to the lagoon, and an t isubmar ine nets were emplaced. A l l these 
endeavors were fo r n a u g h t . On March 12, 1944, the Amercian Joint Chiefs of 
Staf f decided tha t because of the successfu l February a t t ack , T r u k need not be 
i n v a d e d . They abandoned a plan t ha t cal led f o r over f i ve American d iv i s ions to 
be employed against t he a to l l . On A p r i l 30 and May 1 , a second American fas t 
c a r r i e r task fo rce h i t T r u k . Of the 103 operat ional Japanese a i r c r a f t a t the 
b e g i n n i n g o f t h e a t t a c k , twe lve s u r v i v e d . The few sh ips at anchor were 
d e s t r o y e d . Land ins ta l l a t ions , the major ob jec t ive of the s t r i k e , were b a t t e r e d . 

Beg inn ing in March 1944, the Seventh and T h i r t e e n t h A rmy A i r Forces* B-24 
bombers , based in newly won Kawjalein and Enewetak and in the South Paci f ic , 
began a ser ies of ra ids on T r u k , t he i r p r i m a r y ob jec t ive be ing to keep the 
a i r f ie lds inoperab le , especial ly d u r i n g the American campaign in the Marianas in 
the summer of 1944. When the Marianas were t a k e n , huge a i r f i e lds were 
cons t ruc ted on Sa ipan , T i n i a n , and Guam f o r the B-29 Supe r fo r t ress bomber. 
Before these planes were p repa red to fo rm the vas t armadas f o r t he l ong - range 
bombing o f Japan , t h e a i r c rews r e q u i r e d f u r t h e r t r a i n i n g to re f ine t h e i r 
t echn iques . T r u k was selected as one of the ta rge ts f o r these t r a i n i n g 
missions. Un t i l t he end of World War I I , f r esh B-29 ai r crews made rou t ine 
missions ove r T r u k . There was l i t t l e of s ign i f i cance to bomb. 

The s u r v i v i n g Japanese forces at T r u k , s ta rved fo r food and medical a t t e n t i o n , 
formal ly su r rende red aboard a Un i ted States des t roye r on September 2, 1945. 

T o d a y , t he "unde rwa te r f l ee t " a t T r u k , festooned w i t h an i n f i n i t e v a r i e t y of 
mar ine l i fe and con ta in ing the honored remains of Japanese w a r r i o r s , is one of 
the wo r l d ' s unde rwa te r w o n d e r s . 
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1, Name 

historic Landing Beaches, Asl i to/ ls ley Field, and Marpi Point, Saipan Island 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

and or common Saipan International A i rpo r t and Beaches, Saipan 

2. Location 
street & number not for publication 

city, town X vicinity of Chalan Kanoa 

state Saipan code 69 county Mariana Islands code 010 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district X public X occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) private unoccupied .., X commercial X.. park 
Structure both work in progress educational private residence 

X site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered _X_ yes: unrestricted industrial X - transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Government of the Commonwealth o f Northern Mariana Islands 

street & number 

city, town Saipan vicinity of state Mariana Islands 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Government of the Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands 

street & number 

city, town Saipan state Mariana Islands 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title ' s ' eY Field 

date July 1980 

has this property been determined eligible? - X - yes no 

X federal state county local 

depository for survey records National Register of Historic Places 

city, town Washington state D.C. 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X- original site 
good ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The National H is to r ic Landmark recommendation f o r Saipan Island consists of 
t h ree separate geographica l areas tha t are c losely un i ted in terms of t h e i r World 
War I I h i s t o r y : t he land ing beaches, Isley F ie ld , and Marpi Po in t . 

General 

The Marianas are a cha in of f i f t een vo lcan ic , co ra l - ree fed is lands a l igned 
r o u g h l y in a n o r t h - s o u t h ax is in t he western Pacif ic Ocean. The Un i ted States 
seized Guam, the la rges t and most sou thern of the i s lands , f rom Spain in 1898. 
The remaining i s lands , occupied in t u r n by Spa in , Germany, and Japan, are 
known as t he N o r t h e r n Marianas and have recen t l y elected to become a 
commonwealth w i t h close t ies to the Uni ted Sta tes . Of these , Saipan is the 
largest and most popu lous. I t l ies about 100 miles n o r t h of Guam, is 1,260 
miles south of T o k y o , 1,500 miles east of Mani la, and 3,200 miles west of Pearl 
Ha rbo r . 

Near the center of the i s l a n d , Saipan's h ighes t e leva t ion , Okso Takpochao 
(Mount Tapotchau in 1944) r ises to 1,548 fee t . S t r e t c h i n g n o r t h f rom i t is a 
l o n g , b roken r i dge end ing in a steep c l i f f , Laderan Banaderu (Suic ide C l i f f ) . 
No r t h of t he c l i f f is a low, level s t re t ch of land named Banaderu (Marp i Point 
in 1944). The sou the rn end of the is land is dominated b y a p r o m o n t o r y , I 
Naf tan (Mount Nafutan in 1944). The land between Naftan and Takpochao is 
re la t i ve l y level and here the Japnaese bu i l t an exce l lent a i r f i e l d , As l i t o . The 
Americans recons t ruc ted and en larged th is f ie ld f o r B-29 bombers , even tua l l y 
renaming i t Is ley F ie ld . T o d a y , the same area is modern Saipan In ternat iona l 
A i r p o r t . 

Most of the Chamorro popula t ion l ives along the west coast of Sa ipan, the 
p r inc ipa l communit ies be ing Chalan Kanoa, San A n t o n i o , S u s u p i , San Jose, and 
Garapan. Garapan, the former Japanese cap i ta l , "is o r ien ted toward t ou r i sm , 
w i th most v i s i t o r s coming f r om Japan. Puntan Muchot (Mucho Point in 1944) in 
Garapan has been set aside as American Memorial Park and is admin is tered by 
t he ( U . S . ) National Park Se rv i ce . Nor th of Garapan is Tanapag Harbo r , the 
is land's p r inc ipa l p o r t , wh ich was rebu i l t and expanded by the U .S . Navy in 
1944 and 1945. Also near Garapan is the admin i s t ra t i ve headquar te rs of the 
T r u s t T e r r i t o r y of t he Pacif ic Islands ( T T P I ) , admin is te red by the Uni ted 
States under a t r u s t f rom t he Uni ted Nat ions. Saipan is both a mun ic ipa l i t y in 
and the capital of the Commonwealth of the N o r t h e r n Mariana Islands ( C N M I ) . 
Government o f f i ces , the g o v e r n o r ' s o f f i ce , the c o u r t s , and the leg is la ture are 
concent ra ted in Chalan Kanoa and ne ighbo r i ng S u s u p i . 

Invasion Beaches 

On June 15, 1944, Uni ted States Marines stormed ashore on the re la t i ve ly level 
sou thwestern shores of Saipan along a l ine about 7,600 yards in l e n g t h , 
ex tend ing f rom near Puntan Ag ingan in the south to above today 's San Jose. 
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These beaches are p ro tec ted b y b a r r i e r reefs which create wide lagoons, 
Lagunan Chalan Kanoa and Lagunan Garapan , between the ocean dep ths and 
land . These wide s t re tches of shallow water made an amphibious land ing both 
d i f f i c u l t and dange rous . While t h i s water area has not been examined f o r World 
War II a r t i f a c t s , one can observe two U . S . medium tanks s tand ing motionless a 
s h o r t d is tance o u t . The na r row sandy beach i tse l f is pub l ic domain, as is a 
f a i r po r t i on of t he s t r i p of land of v a r y i n g w i d t h l y i ng between the beaches and 
the main n o r t h - s o u t h h ighway (Beach Road) . Toward the n o r t h , t h i s s t r i p of 
land is undeveloped and is landscaped w i t h g rass and palm t rees as f a r south 
as San Jose. A t t ha t t o w n , a few s t r u c t u r e s have appeared on the western 
side of the h i ghway . Between San Jose and S u s u p i , C iv ic Center Park lies 
between the h ighway and the beach. The land in f r o n t of Susupi and Chalan 
Kanoa is cons ide rab ly deve loped, t h e r e being the leg is la t ive b u i l d i n g s , two 
resor t ho te ls , and numerous o the r s t r u c t u r e s . One of the hotels Is on Puntan 
Susupi ( A f e t n a Point in 1944). T h i s po in t marked t he boundary between the 
Second and Fou r th Mar ine Div is ions who landed on e i the r side of i t . The po in t 
i t se l f was heav i l y de fended b y t he Japanese. 

Immediately below Chalan Kanoa is the Admira l H .G . Hopgood Jun ior High 
School . South of the school is a U .S . Coast Guard S ta t i on , on Puntan Afetna 
(unnamed in 1944). T h i s po in t marked t he sou the rn end of the beaches on 
which the Marines landed . Between the s ta t ion and Puntan A g i n g a n , 
re la t i ve l y l i t t l e development has o c c u r r e d . A long t he beaches, p a r t i c u l a r l y in 
the s t r e t ch n o r t h of Puntan S u s u p i , a few Japanese, re in fo rced -conc re te 
p i l lboxes remain . A Japanese l i gh t t a n k has been placed on one of t hese , t h u s 
c rea t i ng a monument. 

South of t he land ing beaches is a r ocky p r o m o n t o r y , Puntan Ag ingan ( A g i n g a n 
Point in 1944), po in t i ng toward T in lan Is land t h r e e miles away. The Japanese 
were c o n s t r u c t i n g a r e i n f o r ced -conc re te , 6 - inch gun b a t t e r y here at t he t ime o f 
the Amer ican i nvas ion . The two B r i t i s h , Whi twor th A r m s t r o n g g u n s , model 
1900, had a l ready been moun ted , b u t on ly one casemate had been completed. 
Both weapons had been damaged by naval bombardment . The guns are gone , 
b u t a steel pedestal remains as does the ba t te red casemate. The general area 
is unkempt and un t i l r ecen t l y was a t r ash d u m p . Nea rby , Is a Japanese p i l lbox 
b u i l t in to t he edge of the c l i f f . A lso , a small b u t s t u r d y concre te p la t form 
stands at the t i p of the po in t . I ts f u n c t i o n has not been de te rm ined . No t race 
remains of Japanese machine guns and an t i - boa t guns t ha t were pos i t ioned on 
the po in t . Ag ingan is pub l i c domain l a n d . i t is recommended t h a t the 
fo l lowing areas be inc luded in a nat ional h is to r i c landmark commemorating the 
American land ings on Saipan on June 15, 1944: 

1 . It should be noted tha t today 's Puntan Afe tna is not the Afe tna Point of 
1944. 
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T h e waters between the coral reefs and the l a n d , i nc lud ing Lagunan 
Chalan Kanoa and Lagunan Garapan, f rom a po in t 4,000 feet n o r t h of the 
j unc t i on of Beach Road and Wallace Highway (whe re an unnamed road jo ins 
Beach Road f rom the east near Bench Mark 3 . 8 ) , south to where the reef 
jo ins to Puntan A g i n g a n . 

T h e nea rby u n b r o k e n sandy beach between t he above two ment ioned 
p laces. 

T h e s t r i p of land between Beach Road and t he beach f rom t he above 
mentioned n o r t h e r n po in t sou th to the junc t ion of Beach Road and Wallace 
H ighway . 

The s t r i p of land west of Beach Road t h a t is des ignated as Civ ic Center 
P a r k . 

A n d a s t r i p of land west of Beach Road, south of the U .S . Coast Guard 
S ta t i on , con t i nu i ng south to and inc lud ing Puntan A g i n g a n . 

A s l i t o / l s l e y Field 

Japan began cons t ruc t i on o f As l i t o F ie ld , i t s p r i nc ipa l a i r base in the Mar ianas, 
in 1934. Cap tu red b y U.S. forces ear ly in the b a t t l e , a cons iderab le number of 
concre te s t r u c t u r e s s u r v i v e d t he f i g h t i n g , a l though ba t t le damaged. In the 
genera l v i c i n i t y of today 's a i r termina l are t he a i r opera t ions b u i l d i n g , two 
power p l a n t s , f o u r gasol ine s torage b u i l d i n g s , f ou r teen s tandard a i r ra id 
s h e l t e r s , an aerial bomb magazine, a p a r t l y u n d e r g r o u n d s t r u c t u r e f o r gasol ine 
s torage t a n k s , and va r ious s t r u c t u r a l r u i n s . The a i r operat ions b u i l d i n g , 
s imi lar to s t r u c t u r e s on T i n i a n and Roi Is lands, has been f u l l y res to red and is 
occupied b y a t o u r i s t b u r e a u . The o ther s t r u c t u r e s are abandoned . 

Navy Seabees repa i red As l i to Field soon a f te r i ts cap tu re f o r use b y f i g h t e r 
p lanes. T h e n , A rmy eng ineers s w i f t l y expanded t he f i e ld into a large aicbase 
fo r the migh ty B-29 bomber. Even tua l l y , the base was named Isley F ie ld . Of 
the two 8 ,500- foo t , paral le l r u n w a y s , the sou thern one has been modernized to 
c a r r y today 's commercial j e t p lanes . The n o r t h e r n runway has been maintained 
in p a r t f o r emergency occasions. The near l y seven miles of B-29 tax iways and 

2 . U .S . A rmy t roops c a p t u r e d the f ie ld and t he A r m y o f f i c i a l l y named i t in 
honor of Co l . Gard iner J . C o n r o y , USA, k i l led in act ion in t he G i l be r t Is lands 
in 1943. La te r , the a i r f i e l d was renamed in honor of Comdr . Rober t H. Ise ly , 
USN, who had been shot down over Saipan. It was soon d iscovered tha t Isely 's 
name had been misspe l led, b u t the of f ic ia l spe l l ing was re ta ined as i s l ey . 
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over 100 ou t of 181 hards tands ( p a r k i n g areas) a round the runways may be 
t raced in p a r t , a l though the area is covered w i t h the ub iqu i tous tangantangan 
t ha t was aerial seeded on wa r - r avaged Sa ipan. In t o t a l , Isley Fieid had about 
ten mil l ion square feet of pavement. 

The large admin is t ra t i ve area of the S e v e n t y - t h i r d Bombardment Wing, 
s t r e t ch i ng along the south side of the f ie ld on the Opyan coast (Obyan in 1944) 
on sou thern Sa ipan, is also densely covered w i th tangan tangan . Recent ly , local 
c i t izens have c leared an i n t e r p r e t i v e t r a i l t h r o u g h a por t ion of t h i s area, 
leading past concre te pads of quonset h u t s , wart ime r o c k - b o r d e r e d wa lks , 
exot ic sh rubs and t rees b r o u g h t in by a i rmen , and o ther vest iges of 1944-1945. 
A t one po in t along the c l i f f s of Opyan is a secluded beach of whi te sand , Unai 
Peo o r , p o p u l a r l y , Ladder Beach. Here , o f f - d u t y airmen relaxed in the Pacific 
s u n , and the beach remains popu lar w i th today 's c i t i zens . Not f a r away at 
another accessible beach, Unai Opyan (code-named Beach White 2 in 1944), is a 
l a rge , c i r c u l a r , re in fo rced -conc re te Japanese blockhouse (one of t h ree ex tan t 
on Sa ipan) . A l t h o u g h American in te l l igence concluded tha t i ts des ign was 
Ge rman - i nsp i r ed , the f o r t i f i ca t i on is most l i ke ly i nhe ren t l y Japanese. I t has 
fou r embrasures spaced at s i x t y degrees , each hav ing a s i x t y - d e g r e e angle of 
f i r e . T h u s , i ts f o u r cannon could cover the beach in e i ther d i rec t ion as well 
as the ocean. A low, now- roo f less , steel t u r r e t p ro t r udes f rom i ts roof f o r 
observa t ion pu rposes . Th is sol id s t r u c t u r e is in re la t i ve ly good cond i t i on , 
a l though an i n t e r i o r magazine has been removed, or was never b u i l t . The 
blockhouse serves as a dramat ic reminder of Japanese defenses. 

Southwest of Is ley F ie ld , the Uni ted States cons t ruc ted a t h i r d , b u t s l i gh t l y 
sho r te r r u n w a y , complete w i th tax iways and 79 ha rds tands . Chr i s tened Kobler 
F ie ld , i t served p r ima r i l y army and navy a i r t r a n s p o r t s . On occasion, ca r r i e r 
a i r c r a f t took re f reshe r t r a i n i n g at Kobler and over f low B-29s f rom Isley parked 
t h e r e . The f i e l d has lost the g rea te r p a r t of i ts i n t e g r i t y , hav ing become the 
site of a la rge-sca le , low-income hous ing development . (One row of houses 
marches s t r a i g h t down the r u n w a y , p r o v i d i n g the occupants w i th asphal t 
l awns . ) 

Recommended as p a r t of a nat ional h i s to r i c landmark is the general area 
fo rmer l y known as As l i to Field and Isley Field to i nc lude : the s i te of the two 
B-29 r u n w a y s , t a x i w a y s , and h a r d s t a n d s ; the si te of the S e v e n t y - t h i r d 
Bombardment Wing's admin is t ra t i ve a rea ; the Japanese blockhouse on the beach 
at Unai O p y a n ; and the concrete Japanese s t r u c t u r e s associated w i th As l i to 
F ie ld . Exempted are the modern a i r t e r m i n a l , i ts vehic le p a r k i n g lo t , and i ts 
concrete a i r c r a f t p a r k i n g area in f r o n t . 

Marpi Point 

The area t ha t the Americans cal led Marpi Point at the no r t h end of Saipan has 
several o f f ic ia l names today . The g rea t c l i f f where unknown thousands of 
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Japanese c iv i l ians and m i l i t a ry committed suic ide in 1944, popu la r l y known as 
Suic ide C l i f f , is o f f i c ia l l y named Laderan Banaderu . The level land no r t h of i t 
on which the Japanese had begun cons t ruc t i on of an a i r f ie ld and where the 
American Navy cons t ruc ted Marpi Field f o r t r a i n i n g a i r c r a f t ca r r i e r g r o u p s , is 
now called Banaderu . Banzai C l i f f , where more Japanese ended t he i r l ives by 
leaping in to the ocean, s t i l l goes by t ha t name. 

L i t t l e remains of the U.S . Navy a i r f i e l d , wh ich had two r u n w a y s , 5,900 feet 
and 3,500 feet in l e n g t h . Of near ly t h ree miles of asphal ted t a x i w a y , on ly a 
few h u n d r e d ya rds are e x t a n t . The res t of the area is smothered in 
t angan tangan . A r o u n d the base of Suic ide C l i f f and on the top are several 
e laborate memorials to the g rea t t r agedy t ha t occu r red in the last days of the 
ba t t l e . A t the base of the c l i f f , t h ree l a rge , impress ive memorials are 
dedicated respec t i ve ly to Ok inawans , Koreans, and Japanese. A peace memorial 
stands on t o p , 770 feet above low g r o u n d . Yet ano the r , s impler memorial has 
been erected at Banzai C l i f f . A t the no r thwes t base of Suic ide C l i f f is a 
Japanese f o r t i f i ca t i on composed p a r t l y of a na tu ra l cave and p a r t l y of poured 
concre te . Easily accessib le, t h i s r a the r impressive w o r k is heav i ly v i s i ted and 
is known p o p u l a r l y , bu t e r roneous l y , as the "Las t Command Pos t . " Ad jacent to 
t h i s s t r o n g h o l d , a col lect ion of Japanese a r t i l l e r y , a t a n k , and o ther m i l i t a ry 
a r t i f ac ts have been assembled fo r pub l ic d i sp lay . 

An addi t ional f ea tu re at Marpi is an ou ts tand ing example of a Japanese coastal 
p i l lbox cons t ruc ted w i th local coral rock and concre te . I t is bu i l t in to the 
rugged cora l - l imestone c l i f f on the west side of Puntan Laggua. Th is pe r fec t l y 
camouflaged ( b y i ts own n a t u r e ) p i l lbox commanded the en t i r e n o r t h e r n coast of 
Sa ipan. 

Recommend as p a r t of a nat ional h i s to r i c landmark on Sa ipan , w i th emphasis on 
i ts t r ag i c h i s t o r y , is the general area of Marpi Point to inc lude Suic ide C l i f f , 
Banzai C l i f f , the a i r f i e l d , and the two Japanese f o r t i f i e d w o r k s . 

5 



a. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

._ 1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 

_ engineering 
exploration settlement 

. . . industry 
invention 

Builder Architect 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics, government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Cap tu re of the Mariana Is lands b y Un i ted States forces was v i ta l to t he plan of 
massive s t ra teg ic bombing ra ids on Japan's i ndus t r i es and por ts b y the new 
v e r y - l o n g - r a n g e B-29 bombers f rom bases w i t h i n range of Japan. Sa ipan, 
being in the center of the Marianas and rega rded as a p r i nc ipa l m i l i t a r y base, 
was selected as the f i r s t Mariana t a r g e t . The cap tu re of the is land b y U .S . 
Mar ine and Army d iv i s ions meant a breach of Japan's inner defense l i ne , 
open ing the way to the Home Is lands . A Japanese naval o f f i cer sa id , "Our war 
was lost w i t h the loss o f S a i p a n . " The la rge land mass of Sa ipan, as compared 
to ear l ier Cent ra l Pacific bat t les on coral i s lands , combined w i th dense 
vege ta t ion , mounta ins , and caves, caused the Amer ican forces to employ 
d i f f e r e n t tact ics to advance and take t e r r a i n . Japan learned an impor tan t 
lesson f rom its de fea t ; i ts forces wou ld o rgan ize in d e p t h in f u t u r e combat , a 
rea l i t y Americans met w i t h in the bat t les f o r Pe le l iu , two Jima, and Ok inawa. 
The loss of Saipan fo rced the res ignat ion of Premier Hideki Tojo and the en t i re 
Japanese cab ine t . F ina l l y , less than f i v e months a f te r i ts c a p t u r e , November 
24, 1944, 111 B-29s depar ted Saipan to c a r r y out t he i r f i r s t massive ra id on 
T o k y o . 

American Preparat ions 

Fol lowing the cap tu re of Kwajalein and Enewetak a to l l s , the Uni ted States Jo in t 
Chiefs of S ta f f dec ided tha t the nex t advance of Adm. Chester W. Nimitz 's 
Cent ra l Pacific fo rces would be against t he Mariana Is lands. Saipan was 
selected as the f i r s t ob jec t ive and the invas ion date was set f o r June 15, 1944. 
Under Admira l Nimitz at Pearl H a r b o r , A d m . Raymond A . Spruance , in command 
of the F i f th Fleet , led Operat ion " F o r a g e r . " Vice Adm. Richmond K. T u r n e r 
took charge of bo th t he Jo in t Exped i t i ona ry Force ( T a s k Force 51) a n d , under 
i t , t he No r t he rn A t t a c k Force, wh ich was to assaul t bo th Saipan and T i n i a n . 
Feisty L t . Gen. Hol land M. Sm i th , USMC, " t he fa the r of amphibious w a r f a r e , " 
was the commanding general of Exped i t i onary T roops and No r t he rn Troops and 
Landing Force ( N T L F ) . For the invas ion of Sa ipan , Smith had t h ree i n f a n t r y 
d i v i s i ons : Second Mar ine D i v i s i on , Maj . Gen. Thomas E. Watson; Four th Marine 
D i v i s i on , Maj . Gen. H a r r y Schmid t ; and T w e n t y - s e v e n I n f a n t r y D iv is ion as a 
rese rve , Maj. Gen. Ralph C. Sm i th , USA. The Marine d iv is ions were 
exper ienced in Pacif ic w a r f a r e , one o r the o the r hav ing f o u g h t at Guadalcanal , 

1 . Henry I . Shaw, J r . , B e r n a r d C. Na l t y , and Edwin T . T u r n b l a d h , Centra l 
Pacific D r i v e , H is to ry of U.S. Marine Corps Operat ions in World War I I , v o l . 3 
(Wash ing ton : U .S . Government P r i n t i n g O f f i ce , 1966), p. 346, quo t ing Vice 
Adm. Shigeyoshi Miwa. 
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Ta rawa , and Kwaja le in . On ly s ix of the T w e n t y - s e v e n t h ' s n ine i n f a n t r y 
bat ta l ions had been in combat, f o u r in the G i lbe r t I s lands , two at Enewetak. 
The th ree d iv is ions t ra ined in amphibious land ings in Hawai i ; t h e n , the 
71,000-man g r o u n d fo rce staged t h r o u g h the Marshal ls and advanced toward 
Saipan. 

Japanese Defenses 

Between the at tack on Pearl Harbor and ear l y 1944, the Japanese considered 
Saipan to be a rear area and d id l i t t le to p repare f o r i ts defense. When the 
Uni ted States cap tu red Kwajalein and Enewetak atol ls in Feb rua ry 1944, Japan 
rushed to bo ls ter defenses on Sa ipan. By June , army s t r e n g t h amounted to 
25,470; naval forces had increased to 6,160. No un i f i ed command ex i s ted . The 
senior naval o f f i ce r was Vice Adm. Ch iuch i Nagumo, commanding the Centra l 
Pacific Area Fleet. Admira l Nagumo had led the a t tack on Pearl Harbor and had 
been defeated in the Bat t le of Midway. L t . Gen. Hideyoshi Obata had his 
T h i r t y - f i r s t A rmy headquar te rs on Sa ipan. He, however , was t r apped on Guam 
when the invasion came, and L t . Gen. Yosh i t sugu Sai to , commanding the 
F o r t y - t h i r d D i v i s i on , took tact ica l con t ro l of the i s l and . O ther army un i ts 
inc luded the 47th Independent Mixed B r i gade , 3d Independent Mountain 
A r t i l l e r y Regiment, 9th Tank Regiment, and 25th A n t i a i r c r a f t A r t i l l e r y 
Regiment. Naval forces were composed p r i nc i pa l l y of the 5th Special Base 
Force, 55th Naval Guard Force, and 1st Special Naval Land ing Force. 

Due to the ef fect iveness of Amer ican submar ine ac t ions , the Japanese on Saipan 
su f fe red f rom a shor tage of armament and f o r t i f i ca t i on cons t ruc t i on mater ia ls . 
Nonetheless, t hey s t r u g g l e d against t ime to e f fec t defenses, s t i l l p lac ing 
emphasis on de fend ing the beaches even though Saipan's t opog raphy was much 
d i f f e r e n t than the coral is lands of ear l ie r ba t t l es . A le t ter f rom Saipan in May 
1944 stated t ha t the d i s t r i b u t i o n of men and weapons was completed bu t 
f o r t i f i ca t i ons could notp be s t reng thened because of the shor tages , "The 
s i tua t ion is u n b e a r a b l e . " 

American Of fens ive 

In Feb rua ry 1944, Vice Adm. Marc A . Mi tscher had led his Fast Ca r r i e r Task 
Force on a two -day ra id on Saipan and the o the r Mar ianas. Beg inn ing June 1 1 , 
Mi tscher 's Task Force 58 (seven fas t c a r r i e r s , e igh t l i gh t c a r r i e r s , and seven 
fas t ba t t l esh ips ) r e t u r n e d to the Marianas and commenced aerial and sur face 

2 . T rans la t ions of Cap tu red Japanese Documents on Japanese Defense Plan, 
Sa ipan. U .S . Marine Corps Records , World War I I . Washington National 
Records Cen te r , S u i t l a n d , MD, he re ina f te r c i ted as WNRC. 
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bombardments . On June 14, seven old ba t t l esh ips , h i gh l y t r a i ned in shore 
bombardment , jo ined the a t tack . Naval underwa te r demol i t ion teams 
reconnoi tered the land ing beaches. Landing ships bear ing the Second and 
Four th Marine Div is ions s lowly approached Saipan f rom the east. 

Invasion 

A t 5:30 a . m . , June 15, an intense naval bombardment commenced against 
Saipan's southwestern beaches, whi le Marines ca r r i ed ou t a d i ve r s i ona ry 
demonstrat ion f a r t h e r n o r t h , o f f Garapan. C a r r i e r planes began a t h i r t y - m i n u t e 
s t r i k e at 7:00 a .m . Almost th ree miles o f f s h o r e , landing ships s ta r ted 
d i sgo rg ing more than 700 amphibian t r a c t o r s and t a n k s . Far ther o u t , o ther 
vessels loaded w i t h a r t i l l e r y and tanks stood b y . Larger t roop t r a n s p o r t s 
c a r r y i n g reserve t roops and heavy equipment swung at anchor ten miles to sea, 
on the h o r i z o n . The l ine of d e p a r t u r e , 4,250 y a r d s o f f sho re , was marked by 
naval c r a f t f l y i n g f lags t ha t d isp layed the colors and numbers of the landing 
beaches. S h o r t l y a f te r 8:00 a . m . , gunboats began f i r i n g t he i r automatic 
weapons and rocke ts . Soon, the f i r s t wave of amphibian vehic les crossed the 
l ine . When the lead vehic les came w i th in 300 ya rds of the beaches, naval 
g u n f i r e ceased, except against A fe tna Point (Pun tan Susup i ) which lay between 
the d iv is ions ' beaches. A t t ha t moment, 72 c a r r i e r planes made a las t -minu te 
s t r a f i ng r u n . 

Nor th of Afe tna Po in t , the Second Marine D iv is ion landed w i th f o u r bat ta l ions 
abreas t : 6 th Marines on Beaches Red, and 8th Marines on Beaches Green. 
South of the po in t , the Four th Marine Div is ion 's 23d Marines landed on Beaches 
B lue , and the 25th Marines assaulted Beaches Yel low. When the f i r s t waves 
crossed the reef and s ta r ted across the lagoons, the Japanese opened up w i th 
we l l -d i rec ted machine g u n , mor ta r , and a r t i l l e r y f i r e . In the Second Div is ion 's 
sec tor , some bat ta l ions got o f f course in the confus ion and landed f a r t h e r no r t h 
than p lanned . A l l touched land between 8:40 and 8:43 a . m . , w i th on ly seven 
vehic les knocked ou t of ac t i on . The Four th D iv is ion 's leading elements reached 
the sou thern beaches at the same t ime, w i th a loss of t h ree tanks and two t roop 
t r a c t o r s . C r i t i c s of the landings have noted two fac to rs t ha t caused the scheme 
to be judged less than pe r f ec t . Because elements of the Second Div is ion had 
d r i f t e d n o r t h w a r d , a ser ious gap developed between the d i v i s i ons , a s i tuat ion 
tha t cont inued f o r t h ree days . A lso , the plan f o r the amphibian tanks to dash 
immediately in land and to deploy and p ro tec t t he t roops fo l lowing in t h e i r 
t r a c t o r s f a i l e d . Many of the tanks stopped on the beaches, t h e i r d r i v e r s 
re fus ing o rde rs to move i n l a n d . Other t a n k s , underpowered and lack ing 
su f f i c ien t armor and armament, f l oundered about or bogged down . Intense 
enemy f i r e and confus ion on the beaches added to the fa i l u re to break t h r o u g h 
to ob jec t i ves . 
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The amphibian tanks on the Four th D iv is ion 's le f t f l ank had more success than 
most. T h e y moved t h r o u g h the ru ins of Chalan Kanoa w i th s u r p r i s i n g ease and 
hal f of them reached t he i r ob jec t i ve , Fina Susu (F ina S isu) R idge, 2,000 ya rds 
i n l a n d , by m i d - m o r n i n g . Far ther s o u t h , almost no p rogress was made on 
Beaches Ye l low. Fierce f i g h t i n g occu r red in th i s area a n d , one hour a f te r 
l a n d i n g , Mar ine i n f a n t r y on Beach Yellow 1 had been able to push in land on ly 
twe lve y a r d s . Pi l lboxes and a r t i l l e r y on Ag ingan Point de l i vered heavy f i r e on 
the 25th Mar ines , f o r c i n g them to d ig in f o r the n i g h t w i th t he i r r i g h t f l ank 
exposed. 

The Second Div is ion 's confused land ing created i ts own prob lems. On Beach 
Green 1 , two bat ta l ions of the 8th Marines t r i e d to land at the same t ime, 
c rea t ing m i x - u p s and conges t ion . The 6th Marines landed 400 ya rds f a r t h e r 
no r t h than t h e i r assigned beaches t hus c rea t ing a ser ious gap between 
themselves and the 8th to t h e i r r i g h t . By noon, the 6th had 35 percent 
casual t ies. I t succeeded, however , in knock ing out a small Japanese 
coun te ra t tack fo rce of th ree t a n k s . The r i g h t f l ank of the 8th Marines had the 
unenv iab le task of a t tack ing south along the beach toward the ant iboat weapons 
on Afe tna Point wh ich gua rded the one channel t h r o u g h the reef to Chalan 
Kanoa. Progress against the numerous p i l lboxes was slow. By n igh t fa l l on 
D-Day the Second Marine Div is ion had su f fe red over 1,500 casual t ies. 

On the who le , however , the land ing was a success. By n igh t fa l l the Marines 
had establ ished a beachhead 10,000 ya rds long a n d , in p laces, 1,000 ya rds 
deep. A r t i l l e r y and tanks had come ashore and d iv is ion command posts had 
been es tab l i shed . The most ser ious problems fo r the morrow were 
Japanese-held A fe tna Point between the d i v i s i ons , Ag ingan Point on the Four th 
D iv is ion 's r i g h t , and Japanese a r t i l l e r y s i ted on the Second Div is ion 's lef t 
f l a n k . While the most c r i t i ca l stage of the landing was pas t , no one was 
p repared to say the beachhead was secu red . 

D u r i n g the n i g h t the most ser ious Japanese coun te ra t tack h i t the extreme le f t 
( n o r t h ) f l a n k of the 6th Marines when th ree separate at tempts were made by 
i n f a n t r y and tanks c rash ing down the coastal road f rom Garapan. Al l were 
repu lsed and about 700 Japanese were k i l l e d . 

June 16 b r o u g h t welcomed successes when the 8th Marines took Afe tna Point . 
In the s o u t h , the 25th Marines f i na l l y cap tu red Ag ingan Poin t , along w i th f i ve 
machine guns and two mountain g u n s . By e v e n i n g , the Four th Div is ion was 
establ ished on Fina Susu Ridge. T h a t n i g h t , General Saito o rde red another 
coun te ra t t ack . I t too fa i led and 24 ou t of 37 Japanese tanks were d e s t r o y e d . 
Also on June 16, Admira l Spruance learned t ha t a Japanese task force was 
steaming f rom the Phi l ipp ines to do ba t t le w i th the F i f th Fleet. 
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As l i to Field 

Among the many changes of plans caused by the Japanese f leet 's movement were 
o rde rs to Maj. Gen. Ralph Smith to land two of his reserve reg iments , the 
165th and 105th. The 165th came ashore d u r i n g the n i g h t of June 16-17 a n d , 
w i th o rde rs to cap tu re As l i to Field at 7:30 a . m . , re l ieved the 25th Marines in 
the sou th . A t t a c k i n g across cane f ie lds toward a r i dge tha t commanded the 
western approaches to the a i r f i e l d , the 165th made good p rogress un t i l i t 
reached the s t r o n g l y defended r i d g e . T h e r e , the Japanese fo rced the 
reg iment 's r i g h t w ing back p rac t i ca l l y to i ts s t a r t i n g po in t . The bat ta l ion on 
the le f t had be t te r success. In m id -a f t e rnoon , pa t ro ls reached the west and 
south sides of the a i r f i e ld and made contact w i th the 25th Marines to the n o r t h . 
Th is same d a y , the A rmy ' s 105th Regiment l anded , b u t w i t hou t much of i ts 
equ ipment . The t r a n s p o r t s had been o rde red east because of the advance of 
the Japanese f lee t . The 105th's vessel d id not r e t u r n to Saipan un t i l June 25. 

The two Marine d iv is ions made sa t i s fac to ry p rogress on the 17 th , b u t n igh t fa l l 
f ound a worr isome 600-ya rd gap between them, caused p r ima r i l y by the 
sn ipe r - i n fes ted swamp tha t s u r r o u n d e d Lake Susupe (Hagoi S u s u p i ) . Also on 
the 17 th , L t . Gen. Hol land Smith establ ished his NTLF command post in Chalan 
Kanoa. 

On June 18, the 165th Regiment completed the cap tu re of As l i to Field against 
almost no oppos i t i on , as well as t a k i n g yes te rday ' s d i f f i c u l t r i dge to the 
southwest . When Maj. Gen. Ralph Smith a r r i v e d at the command post t ha t 
a f t e rnoon , the a i r f i e ld was o f f i c ia l l y named Conroy Field in honor of the 165th 
commander, CoJ. Gard iner J . Con roy , who had been k i l led on Makin in 
November 1943. 

In the Four th Marine D iv is ion 's area, the 25th Marines cu t across Saipan and 
easi ly gained the beaches of Magicienne Bay (Bahia Laolao) , where i t was soon 
jo ined by the 24th Mar ines. The d iv is ion 's 23d Mar ines , on the l e f t , ran into 
the heaviest opposi t ion of the d a y , making s l i gh t p r o g r e s s . The Second 
Div is ion remained almost s ta t i ona ry d u r i n g June 18, owing to the 23d's 
d i f f i cu l t i es on the r i g h t . T h a t n i g h t , General Saito o rde red his fo rces to 
w i t hd raw to a new l ine of defense ex tend ing f rom Garapan in the no r thwes t and 
r u n n i n g past the sou thern slopes of Mount Tapotchau (Okso Takpochao) to 
Magicienne Bay. 

3. I t has not been determined who changed the name to Is ley Field nor when 
the change took place. 
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Bat t le of Ph i l ipp ine Sea 

When the Americans invaded Saipan on June 15, a large Japanese f leet under 
Vice Adm. J isaburo Ozawa moved toward the Ph i l ipp ine Sea west of the Marianas 
to act ivate Operat ion A - G o , a plan to des t roy the U.S . Pacific Fleet whereve r i t 
appeared w i th one b low. On June 16, Admira l Spruance decided to postpone 
the assaul t on Guam, wh ich had been set f o r June 18, and to detach p a r t of 
the f leet s u p p o r t i n g the invasion of Saipan to augment Admira l Mi tscher 's Fast 
C a r r i e r Task Force ( T F - 5 8 ) . By even ing on Ju ly 18, Ozawa's search planes 
had located Mi tscher 's f o r c e , b u t the Amer ican admiral was s t i l l in the da rk 
w i t h rega rd to the Japanese. A t 5:30 a . m . , June 19, an American Hellcat 
spot ted two Japanese planes near the f lee t and shot one down . The bat t le had 
b e g u n . Between 10:00 a .m . and 2:50 p . m . , Admira l Ozawa's c a r r i e r planes 
ca r r i ed ou t f o u r massive ra ids against Amer ican sh ips . Not one succeeded in 
i n f l i c t i ng ser ious damage on Mi tscher 's sh ips . By d a r k , 315 Japanese planes 
had been shot d o w n ; the Great Marianas T u r k e y Shoot had ended . 

Meanwhi le, Amer ican submarines Albacore and Cavalla pu t torpedoes into 
Japanese c a r r i e r s Shokaku and Ta iho , the la t te r being Japan's newest and 
largest c a r r i e r . Both exploded and sank d u r i n g the a f te rnoon . 

Not un t i l the a f te rnoon of June 20 d id planes f rom Task Force 58 f i na l l y spot 
the Japanese sh ips . Admira l Mi tscher decided to a t t ack , knowing t ha t his 
planes would have to r e t u r n to the c a r r i e r s a f te r d a r k . The a t tack commenced 
j u s t before sunse t . When darkness f e l l , Americans claimed one more Japanese 
c a r r i e r , H iyo , and des t royed t w o - t h i r d s of Ozawa's remaining a i r c r a f t whi le 
losing on ly t w e n t y of t h e i r o w n . The planes r e t u r n e d to t he i r ca r r i e r s in total 
da rkness . Admira l M i tscher , t h r o w i n g caut ion o v e r b o a r d , o rde red ca r r i e r l i gh ts 
t u r n e d o n . Many planes crashed on deck or d i t ched in the ocean, b u t the 
recovery rate was remarkab le - -on l y 49 men were lost . While most of the 
Japanese task fo rce escaped, the Ph i l ipp ine Sea was made safe f o r the conquest 
of Saipan and T in ian and the l ibera t ion of Guam. Japanese land forces on those 
is lands had no hope of being r e i n f o r c e d . 

Saipan Cap tu red 

Hav ing cu t the is land in t w o , Amer ican forces now faced the main Japanese 
defens ive l ine in the no r t h and a small body of the enemy on Nafutan Ridge in 
the s o u t h . Gen. Ralph Smith 's army t roops began the reduc t ion of the 
southern Japanese pos i t ions . The i n f a n t r y bat ta l ions made on ly small advances 
on June 20 and even less on the fo l low ing d a y . Marine Gen. Hol land Smith 
decided on June 21 t ha t the T w e n t y - s e v e n t h Div is ion was needed in the n o r t h 
against the p r inc ipa l Japanese defense. He o rde red the d iv i s ion to move n o r t h , 
leaving one i n f a n t r y bat ta l ion and a platoon of l i gh t tanks to f i n i sh o f f Nafutan 
Peninsula. D u r i n g the nex t several days the bat ta l ion s t r u g g l e d f o r w a r d b u t 
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made on ly small ga ins . T h e n , on the n i g h t of June 26-27, about 500 Japanese 
t roops s l ipped t h r o u g h the Amer ican l ines , us ing the password , "Sh ich i Sei 
H o k o k u , " o r "Seven l ives f o r one's c o u n t r y . " Racing n o r t h , the Japanese h i t 
t he a i r f i e l d w i t h small arms f i r e , d e s t r o y i n g a f i g h t e r plane and damaging two 
o t h e r s . T h e y then dashed toward t he i r ( f o r m e r ) headquar te rs on Hilt 500. 
T h e r e , they unexpec ted ly encountered U .S . Marines who wiped ou t the 
marauders . Mar ine Gen. Hol land Smith was more than d isappo in ted w i th t he 
Army ' s per fo rmance. 

Meanwhi le, t he Second and Four th Marine Div is ions began the assault on 
General Saito's new defense l ine. On June 23, the Army d iv is ion was inser ted 
in t he center of the corps aga ins t t he object ives known as Death Val ley and 
Purp le Hear t R idge . For two days the T w e n t y - s e v e n t h was f r u s t r a t e d b y the 
rugged t e r r a i n and a s t u b b o r n enemy. I ts f a i l u r e to advance angered Marine 
General Smith who re l ieved A r m y General Smith on June 24, caus ing an uproar 
tha t reached back to the Pentagon and l ived on un t i l a f te r World War I I . The 
d i s p i r t e d so ld iers o f the T w e n t y - s e v e n t h ca r r i ed o n . Qn June 28, t he d iv is ion 
received a new commander, Maj . Gen. George W. G r i n e r . 

B y the end of June , t he Second Marine D i v i s i on , a f te r several days of hard 
combat, had cap tu red the peak of Mount Tapotchau and a p a r t i c u l a r l y s tubbo rn 
h i l l , T ipo Pale ( T i p o Pol i ) and stood on the o u t s k i r t s o f Garapan. Since 
D-Day, t he d iv i s ion had su f fe red 4,488 casual t ies . The T w e n t y - s e v e n t h 
Div is ion in the center f i na l l y b roke t h r o u g h Death Val ley and came abreast o f 
two Mar ine d iv i s ions on i ts f l a n k s . I ts casualt ies since land ing amounted to 
1,836. On the r i g h t , t he Fou r th Div is ion consol idated i ts considerable ga ins , 
hav ing swept t h r o u g h t he p la ins o f Kagman Peninsula. 

4 . As a resu l t o f th is i nc i den t , Mar ine General Smith was promoted to 
command t he new Fleet Mar ine Force , Paci f ic . Never again was he in d i r e c t 
command of combat t r o o p s . A rmy General Smith was t r a n s f e r r e d to the 
European Thea te r . 

5. The b i t t e rness between the Marines and sold iers may be exempl i f ied b y 
events in Death Va l ley . The 106th I n f a n t r y Regiment 's operat iona l r e p o r t s are 
f i l l ed w i th messages f rom the 8th Marines t ha t t he A r m y ' s s u p p o r t i n g a r t i l l e r y 
f i r e was f a l l i ng on the Mar ines. In c o n t r a s t , when the A r m y complained tha t 
Mar ine f i r e was h i t t i n g i ts men, a Mar ine colonel is said to have r e t o r t e d , 
"goddam y o u , in o r d e r to shoot a t y o u , I 'd have to reverse e v e r y weapon 180 
degrees , and you 'd s t i l l be o u t of r a n g e . " 106th I n f a n t r y Regiment, 
"Operat ions R e p o r t s , " June 26 and 27, 1944, Record Group 407, WNRC; Al lan 
R. M i l l e t t , Semper Fidel fs , The H is to ry of the Uni ted States Marine Corps (New 
Y o r k : Macmillan C o . , 1980), p. 414. 
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In h is cave headquar te rs in a rav ine east of Makunsha (San Roque) , General 
Saito he ld a conference w i t h Admira l Nagumo and issued o r d e r s fo r a f ina l 
banzai a t tack on the enemy fo r Ju l y 7. The t i r e d and wounded general then 
committed su ic ide . Before s u n r i s e , Ju l y 7, 3,000 Japanese so ld iers poured 
down the Tanapag p la in f rom Makunsha and fe l l upon the 105th I n f a n t r y 
Regiment. A w i ld f u r y of h a n d - t o - h a n d f i g h t i n g took place as the Japanese 
pushed on south to assaul t a r t i l l e r y pos i t ions of the 10th Mar ines . Expend ing 
i ts s t r e n g t h , the a t tack exhausted i t se l f . A coun te ra t tack soon recovered lost 
g r o u n d . In those few h o u r s , the 105th Regiment , whose ear l ier per formance 
had i r k e d Gen. Hol land S m i t h , su f fe red almost 1,000 casual t ies. No Japanese 
s u r v i v e d . 

The Four th Mar ine D iv is ion took over t he e n t i r e f r o n t n o r t h of Makunsha and 
advanced toward Marpi Po in t . A f t e r a s t i f f f i g h t , t hey cap tu red "P ruden t ia l 
H i l l " wh ich over looked Karaber ra Pass. B y the a f te rnoon of Ju l y 9, t he 
Marines stood on the n o r t h e r n c l i f f s and Saipan was dec lared secured . 

Suicide C l i f f and Banzai Cl i f f 

The Mar ines ' t r i u m p h was tempered by a t r a g e d y un fo l d i ng on n o r t h e r n Sa ipan. 
H u n d r e d s , perhaps thousands , of t e r r i f i e d Japanese c iv i l i ans committed suic ide 
by leaping f rom Suic ide C l i f f (Mount Marp i or Laderan Banaderu) and from 
Banzai C l i f f ove r look ing t he rocks and a n g r y s u r f below. Some famil ies ca r r i ed 
t he i r ch i ld ren to the i r dea ths : 

In sp i te of cont inuous American e f f o r t s to induce both m i l i t a r y and 
c iv i l i an s u r v i v o r s to g i ve themselves u p , the t rad i t i ona l Japanese code 
of death before s u r r e n d e r p reva i led in most cases. S h o r t l y a f te r the 
dec lara t ion t ha t the is land was secu red , h u n d r e d s of c iv i l ians leapt 
f rom the c l i f f s of Marpi Point to the kn i f e l i ke rocks below. A t times 
the waters below the po in t were so t h i c k w i th the f l oa t ing bodies of 
men, women, and ch i l d ren t ha t naval small c r a f t were unable to steer 
a course w i t h o u t r u n n i n g over them. 

6 . The locat ion of Admira l Nagumo's last headquar te rs is u n k n o w n . General 
Sai to 's cave has been i d e n t i f i e d . His remains were cremated b y his s ta f f . 
La te r , when the ashes were i d e n t i f i e d , U .S . forces gave the late general a 
formal m i l i t a r y b u r i a l . 

7. Ph i l ip A . C r o w l , Campaign in the Mar ianas, Uni ted States A rmy in World 
War II (Wash ing ton : U.S. Government P r i n t i n g O f f i ce , 1960), p p . 264-265. 
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The number of these t r ag i c deaths cannot be determined w i th accuracy . The 
two si tes remain as hallowed g r o u n d , marked w i th imposing memorials dedicated 
to the dead of Japan, Ok inawa, and Korea, and to peace. 

Is ley Field 

On June 22, whi le f i g h t i n g raged elsewhere on Sa ipan, the f i r s t P-47 f i gh te r s 
of the Seventh A i r Force set down on the former As l i to F ie ld . Two addi t ional 
squadrons and some P-61 Black Widow n i g h t f i g h t e r s were soon on the i s land , 
complet ing the format ion of the 318th F igh te r G roup . For the f i r s t t ime in the 
Pacif ic wa r , Maj. Gen. Will is Hale's Seventh A i r Force had the mission of 
p r o v i d i n g close suppo r t to g r o u n d t r oops . A Japanese soldier recorded his 
angu ish on seeing the American planes over Sa ipan, "The enemy planes are 
t ak i ng o f f f rom ASLITO a i r f i e l d , f l y i n g f ree l y in the a i r ; i t 's maddening to see 
them f l y i n g . " 

In late Ju l y the a i r f i e ld was su f f i c i en t l y expanded to allow B~25 medium bombers 
to begin operat ions against T in ian and Guam. They were re in fo rced by the 
a r r i va l of the B-24 heavy bombers of the 30th Bombardment G r o u p . The 30th 
Group maintained i ts headquar te rs at the f i e l d , now renamed Is ley , un t i l late 
November, when i t moved nex t door to Kobler Field to make room fo r B-29s at 
Is ley . Bombing ra ids were ca r r i ed out over Iwo Jima and Chich i Jima no r th 
of Saipan and T r u k and Yap to the s o u t h . 

On November 2 , the f i r s t Japanese a i r ra id on Isley Field occu r red when nine 
a i r c r a f t f rom Iwo Jima caused minor damage. Add i t iona l nuisance ra ids were 
ca r r i ed out d u r i n g the month u n t i l , on November 27, f i f t een Japanese planes 
a t t acked , des t r oy i ng th ree B-29s and damaging th ree o t h e r s . By the time of 

8. The p re - i nvas ion c iv i l i an populat ion of Saipan was est imated to have been 
between 24,800 and 30,000. In A u g u s t 1944, 13,290 had been placed in camps. 
Almost hal f of them were c h i l d r e n . C iv i l A f f a i r s Of f i ce r to Commanding 
Genera l , Fleet Marine Force, Paci f ic , September 22, 1944, U .S . Marine Corps 
World War II Records, WNRC. 

9. Japanese so ld ier 's d i a r y , Repor t on Japanese Defense P lan , Sa ipan, 
T rans la t ions of Cap tu red Japanese Documents, U .S . Marine C o r p s , World War II 
Records , WNRC. 

10. Kobler F ie ld , f i r s t known as Isley 2 , was named in honor of L t . Wayne F. 
Kob le r , the Seventh A i r Force's f i r s t p i lo t to lose his l i fe in the Marianas when 
he was shot down over T in ian on June 27, 1944. 
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the last Japanese r a i d , in January 1945, eleven B-29 bombers had been 
des t royed at Is ley F ie ld . 

One of the p r inc ipa l reasons f o r c a p t u r i n g the Marianas was to c o n s t r u c t 
a i r f i e lds f o r bombing Japan's ci t ies and por ts w i t h the new B-29 S u p e r f o r t r e s s . 
On Sa ipan, a rmy eng ineers r a p i d l y cons t ruc ted two 8 ,500- foo t , asphal ted 
runways at Is ley in add i t ion to the necessary t a x i w a y s , h a r d s t a n d s , and 
s u p p o r t f ac i l i t i es . The f i r s t B-29, " Jo l t i n ' Jos ie , The Pacif ic P ioneer , " landed 
on October 12, 1944. Wi th in a few weeks t he en t i r e 73d Bombardment Wing 
(12,000 pe rsonne l , 180 bombers ) , under t he command of B r i g . Gen. Emmett 
"Rosfe" O 'Donne l l , had a r r i v e d . On November 24, General O'Donnell led 110 
B-29s on t h e i r f i r s t r a i d , against a large a i r c ra f t manu fac tu r ing complex in 
T o k y o . Th i s d a y l i g h t , h i g h - a l t i t u d e , p rec is ion a t tack set the p a t t e r n f o r the 
nex t t h ree months . Is iey 's B-29 ra ids con t inued against the Japanese a i r c r a f t 
i n d u s t r y in T o k y o , Nagoya, Yokohama, and Kobe. Early in 1945, addi t ional 
B-29 f ie lds were completed on T in ian and Guam and the tempo of the at tacks 
inc reased. The f i r s t t w o - w i n g a t t a c k , f r o m ' S a i p a n and T i n i a n , against Japan 
occu r red on Feb rua ry 4 , 1945. By t h e n , the A rmy A i r Force had concluded 
prec is ion a t tacks were not succeeding. Despite 22 miss ions, near ly all f rom 
Is ley F ie ld , no t one Japanese a i r c r a f t p roduc t i on complex had been d e s t r o y e d . 
Moreover , losses of the b ig bombers had been h i g h , r i s i n g to 5.7 pe rcen t of 
those a i r bo rne in January 1945. 

The last d a y l i g h t , h i g h - a l t i t u d e , prec is ion a t tack on Japan, 192 p lanes , took 
place on March 4. By tha t t ime, Is iey's Super fo r t resses had pa r t i c i pa ted In 
2,148 sor t ies and d ropped the la rger share of 5,398 tons of bombs on Japan. 

Beg inn ing in M a r c h , the bombers began a series of n i g h t t i m e , l ow -a l t i t ude , 
i ncend ia ry a t tacks on Japan's u rban areas. Is iey 's planes pa r t i c i pa ted in the 
f i r s t o f these when 15.8 square miles of Tokyo b u r n e d in what is rega rded as 
the most devas ta t ing a i r a t tack of World War l i , exceeding even the nuc lear 
a t tacks in deaths and d e s t r u c t i o n . By June 1945, Japan's s ix most impor tan t 
i ndus t r i a l c i t ies lay in r u i n s . Is iey 's bombers had par t i c ipa ted in seventeen 
max imum-ef for t i ncend ia ry at tacks tha t d ropped 41,592 tons of bombs. F u r t h e r 
i ncend ia ry ra ids were ca r r i ed ou t over Japan un t i l A u g u s t when Japan agreed 
to uncond i t iona l s u r r e n d e r . In nine months of opera t i ons , the 73d Bombardment 
Wing f lew 9,894 so r t i es , w i th a loss of 182 a i r c r a f t . The B-29 bombers d id not 
themselves b r i n g an end to the wa r , b u t t h e y made a s ign i f i can t con t r i bu t i on 
toward a s ta te of peace. 
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Landing Beaches 

S t a r t i n g at the southwest co rner of the j unc t i on of Beach Road and an unnamed 
east -west road at Bench Mark 3 . 8 ; then south southwest along the ocean side of 
Beach Road to i ts j unc t i on w i th Wallace H ighway ; then in a s t r a i g h t l ine due 
west to the ocean beach; then genera l l y south southwest along the beach on a 
l ine t h a t separates the beach f rom f i r m land past the v i l lage of San Jose to an 
east -west d i r t road t ha t marks the n o r t h e r n boundary of C iv ic Center Pa rk ; 
then east along the d i r t road to i ts j unc t i on w i th Beach Road at Bench Mark 
3 . 2 ; then along the ocean side of Beach Road southwest 2,600 feet to i ts 
j unc t i on w i th a d i r t road mark ing the sou thern boundary of Civ ic Center Pa rk ; 
t hen along the nor theas t side of the d i r t road no r thwes t to t he beach; then 
genera l l y south southwest on a l ine t ha t separates the beach f rom f i r m land 
past S u s u p i , Chalan Kanoa, and San Anton io to Punta A f e t n a ; then south 
southeast along the l ine t ha t separates the beach f rom f i r m land to a po in t 
mark ing the nor theas t beg inn ing of Putan A g i n g a n ; then p ro jec t ing th i s l ine 
s t r a i g h t across Puntan Ag ingan to the ocean at Unai D ik i ke A g i n g a n ; then in a 
west no r thwes t d i rec t ion fo l low ing the coast of Puntan Ag ingan to i ts western 
t i p ; then genera l l y no r t h no r thwes t along the outer edge of the reefs past 
Lagunan Chalan Kanoa and Lagunan Garapan to a po in t on the reef due west of 
the s t a r t i n g po in t ; then due east in a s t r a i g h t l ine to t he po in t of b e g i n n i n g . 

These boundar ies encompass the reef and the lagoons t ha t U .S . land ing forces 
crossed in the invasion of Sa ipan; the por t ions of the land ing beaches 
possessing i n t e g r i t y ; and the s u r v i v i n g Japanese fo r t i f i ca t i ons on A g i n g a n . 

A s l i t o / l s l e y Field 

Beg inn ing at a po in t on the ins ide edge of a d i r t road 2,000 feet due west f rom 
Bahai Laolao and 450 feet nor theas t of the most no r theas te r l y B-29 ha rds tand at 
fo rmer Isley F ie ld ; then fo l lowing the ins ide edge of t h i s d i r t road genera l ly 
south southeast f o r 4,800 feet to i ts j unc t i on w i th another d i r t r o a d ; then 
genera l l y southwest 3,800 feet along the ins ide edge of a d i r t road to i ts 
j unc t i on w i t h a d i r t road 300 feet southwest of the most sou the r l y B-29 
h a r d s t a n d ; t hen genera l l y south along the west side of a d i r t road to the 
water 's edge at Unai Opyan so as to inc lude the ru ins of a Japanese blockhouse 
on the beach; then genera l l y west along the shore of Saipan Channel to the 
western end of Unai Peo (Ladder Beach) ; then genera l l y n o r t h along the east 
edge of a d i r t road 2,000 feet to i ts j unc t i on w i th an eas t -west d i r t r o a d ; then 
along the ins ide edge of a d i r t road r u n n i n g east -west t hen genera l l y nor theas t 
to i ts j unc t i on w i th Wallace H ighway ; then across Wallace Highway and 
con t i nu ing along the ins ide edge of the same d i r t road east southeast then 
nor theas t to the po in t of b e g i n n i n g . 
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These boundaries encompass the following significant sites and structures at 
Japanese Aslito Field and American Isley Field: 73d Bombardment Wing 
administration area on the Opyan coast; Japanese blockhouse at Una! Opyan; 
B-29 taxiways, hardstands, and the two modified runways at Isiey Field; and 
the Japanese reinforced-concrete structures of Aslito Field. 

Excluded ar& the modern air terminal, its parking area, and water reservoirs. 

Marpi Point 

Beginning at the northern tip of Puntan Laggua Kattan then southeast following 
the coast to the tip of Puntan Laggua; then west northwest in a straight line to 
the summit of Suicide Cliff or Laderan Banaderu; then generally west in a 
straight line to a point on the ocean shore immediately north of Puntan Makpe; 
then generally northeast along the ocean shore to the tip of Puntan Sabaneta; 
then along the ocean shore generally southeast past Banzai Cliff to the point of 
beginning. 

These boundaries include the following historically significant sites and 
structures: Suicide Cliff and its several memorials on the summit and at its 
base; Banzai Cliff; former Marpi Field; a Japanese fortification known as "the 
last command post," and a coastal pillbox on the northwest shoulder of Puntan 
Laggua. 
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8. Japanese circular blockhouse at Beach White 2, southern Saipan. Two of 
its four gun embrasures appear in the photo. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson 
March 1983 

5. Japanese air operations building at Aslito Field today. Americans used the 
structure for the same purpose. The building has been restored and a tourist 
bureau has its office here. 

Photo by E.N. Thompson March 1983 



6. Isley Field, ca. 1945. B-29 bombers are lined up on a runway. The other 
runway remains clear for operations. Beyond the hardstands and taxiways, in 
the upper left corner, is a small part of the Seventy-third Bombardment Wing's 
administrative area. 

Courtesy, Smithsonian Institution and U.S. Air Force 

4. Smashed Japanese aircraft and buildings at Aslito Field, Saipan. None of 
the hangars remains. 1944. 

Courtesy, Defense Audiovisual Agency 
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1 , Name 
historic Tinian Landing Beaches, Ushi Point Field, and Nor th Field, Tinian Island 

and or common Nor th Field Historic Distr ict 

2, Location 

street & number not for publication 

city, town Tinian Island vicinity of . 

Commonwealth of Northern 
state jMariana Islands code 75 county Mariana Islands code Q1Q 

3, Classification 
Category 

district 
X buiiding(s) 
X structure 
X site 

object 

Ownership 
X public 

private 
both 

Public Acqu is i t ion 
in process 
being considered 

Status 
occupied 

X unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

-X.. yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 

_X__ military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 

_X_ other done 

4. Owner of Property 
name Government of the Commonweal th of Northern Mariana Islands 

Street & number 

city, town Saipan vicinity of Mariana Islands s t a te 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Government of the Northern Mariana Islands 

street & number L a n d s a n d Survey Division 

city, town Saipan state Mariana Islands 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Nor th Field Historic Distr ict has this property been determined eligible? X__ yes no 

date August 23, 1982 X federal state county local 

depository for survey records National Register of Historic Places 

city, town •. • Washington state D.C. 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated ...J> unaltered . * original site 
good ruins altered __. moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The n o r t h e r n end of T in ian Is land is re la t i ve l y f l a t land hav i ng an e levat ion of 
about 75 feet above sea leve l . Before the 1944 bat t le th i s a rea , o the r than two 
a i r f i e l d s , was a checkerboard of sugar cane f i e l d s . Near ly al l t he coast l ine is 
sheer cora l - l imestone c l i f f s d r o p p i n g in to the ocean. On t h e no r thwes t coast 
are t h ree b reaks in- t h i s c l i f f where small sandy beaches have fo rmed . The 
most n o r t h e r l y of t hese , Una! Lamlam, has no h is tor ica l s ign i f i cance . Du r i ng 
the 1944 invas ion of T in ian b y U .S . Marines the two sou the rn beaches were 
code-named Beaches White 1 and 2 . They are about 1,000 y a r d s a p a r t . Beach 
White 1 (Una i Babu i ) is s i x t y y a r d s w ide . A t e i ther end o f i t a re low coral 
ledges wh ich are exceed ing ly sha rp and u n e v e n . Southwest is Beach White 2 
(Unai C h u l u ) wh ich is 120 y a r d s in w i d t h . A small coral reef ex tends about 
100 ya rds f rom t he sho re . A t each end of the beach are cora l ledges and 
pe rpend icu la r coral c l i f f s . In land f rom Beach White 2 is a Japanese 
re in fo rced -conc re te p i l lbox in f a i r cond i t i on . I t is one of two t h a t the Marines 
encountered when l and ing . T h i c k vegetat ion smothers the g r o u n d i n l and . 

The Japanese cons t ruc ted an excel lent m i l i t a r y a i r f i e l d toward the n o r t h e r n end 
of T i n i a n , Ushi Point ( P u n t a n T a h g o n g ) . No th ing remains o f t he r u n w a y o r 
tax iways at Ushi Point F ie ld ; b u t a concrete a i r c r a f t se rv ice apron and fou r 
s t r u c t u r e s remain f rom the Japanese pe r i od . These fea tu res are n o r t h of the 
wes tern end of the no r the rnmos t B-29 r u n w a y . The concre te apron measures 
750 by 300 fee t . Weeds g row in c r a c k s , b u t the apron is re la t i ve l y i n t ac t . 
No r t h o f t he ap ron is the l a rge , t w o - s t o r y , T -shaped a i r admin is t ra t ion 
b u i l d i n g . I t su f fe red some damage d u r i n g the b a t t l e , p a r t i c u l a r l y a large bomb 
hole in the roof . The b u i l d i n g is of s tandard Japanese des ign and is s imi lar to 
s t r u c t u r e s on Peleliu Is land and at T r u k A t o l l . In add i t ion to admin is t ra t i ve 
of f ices and a power p l an t , the bu i l d ing conta ined the q u a r t e r s of senior a i r 
o f f i ce rs on the second f l oo r . The f i ne l y decorated s ta i rway to th is f loor 
remains as do ba th and to i le t f ac i l i t i es . To t he rear of t he s t r u c t u r e are t h r e e , 
large concre te c i s t e r n s . 

A t the southeast co rne r o f t h e a p r o n , the concre te a i r opera t ions b u i l d i n g , 
minus i ts con t ro l t ower , is in good cond i t i on . Even the e x t e r i o r steel r ungs f o r 
access to the roof are in p lace. I t is ident ica l to opera t ions bu i l d i ngs on 
Saipan and Roi is lands. The Americans used i t as t h e i r opera t ions center a f te r 

1 . By co inc idence, the Japanese people on T in ian also cal led these popu la r 
swimming places the White Beaches before the wa r . H e n r y I . Shaw, J r . , 
B e r n a r d C. Na l t y , and Edwin T . T u r n b l a d h , Cent ra l Pacif ic D r i v e , H i s to ry of 
U .S . Mar ine Corps Operat ions In World War I I , v o l . 3 (Wash ing ton : U .S . 
Government P r i n t i n g O f f i ce , 1965) , p. 358. 

2, T h e w r i t e r has not seen t he s t r u c t u r e a t T r u k . T h e in fo rmat ion is f rom 
D. Col t Den fe ld , " S u r v e y of Pe le l i u , " d r a f t , H is to r ic Preserva t ion O f f i ce , T r u s t 
T e r r i t o r y of the Pacif ic I s lands , Sa ipan. 
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the cap tu re of T i n i a n . S t r e t c h i n g along t he west side of the apron are two 
s tanda rd -des i gn a i r ra id she l t e r s , also in good cond i t i on . These fea tu res of 
t he Japanese f ie ld are s u r r o u n d e d by a fo res t of t angan tangan , iso lat ing them 
from the la ter Amer ican f i e l d . (Ano the r Japanese runway a s h o r t d is tance to 
the south was des t royed d u r i n g cons t ruc t i on of American Nor th F i e l d . ) 

Once the c a p t u r e o f T i n i a n was completed, U .S . Navy Seabees began t he 
cons t ruc t i on of N o r t h Field in th i s area. When completed, Nor th Field was the 
largest a i r f i e l d in t he Pac i f ic , perhaps in the w o r l d . Designed f o r a w i n g of 
B-29 bombers ( S u p e r f o r t s ) , the fou r paral lel runways s t re t ch east and west fo r 
8,500 fee t . A r o u n d and between the runways are near l y eleven miles of 
tax i ways . Hards tands were cons t ruc ted f o r 265 bombers. Two large asphal t 
serv ice aprons e x i s t . The aspha l t runways are in re la t i ve ly good c o n d i t i o n , t he 
nor the rnmos t (Runway 1 o r A ) apparen t l y being mainta ined f o r per iod ic t r a i n i n g 
exerc ises t h a t are conduc ted on n o r t h e r n T in ian b y the U .S . Depar tment o f 
Defense. No Amer ican quonsets or o ther bu i l d i ngs remain in the area. 

Nor th of the n o r t h e r n runway and t he Japanese s t r u c t u r e s is a spec ia l , 
asphal ted serv ice a p r o n . h\eref the two B-29 bombers , Enola Gay and Boch's 
Car , were loaded w i th the f i r s t atomic bombs to be used in w a r f a r e . Because 
t he bombs were too la rge t o be placed u n d e r t he planes f o r l oad ing , a special 
p i t was bu i l t f o r each weapon. Once the bombs were in the p i t s , t he bombers 
s imply moved o v e r them and the bombs were raised in to the b a y s . Both p i t s 
have been f i l l ed w i t h ea r th and landscaped. In f r o n t of each is a bronze 
h is to r ica l p laque mounted on a concrete pedes ta l . The se t t i ng is s imple , b u t 
awesome. 

A f te r the ba t t l e , Seabees developed a large po r t at T in ian Town (San Jose) in 
southwest T in ian I s land . To speed the de l i ve r y of suppl ies and muni t ions to 
the a i r f i e l d s , the Seabees bu i l t two n o r t h - s o u t h h i g h w a y s , E ighth Avenue (2 
lanes) and Broadway ( 4 lanes ) . A t the i r n o r t h e r n te rm inuses , both roads 
ended in t r a f f i c c i r c l es . Both c i rc les ex is t and the one a t the end of Broadway 
conta ins a p rewar Japanese memoria l . 

The h i s t o r i ca l l y s i g n i f i c a n t area o f n o r t h e r n T in ian conta ins t he fo l low ing 
h i s to r i c f e a t u r e s : 

3. Because T in ian is shaped much l ike Manha t tan , the Americans named the i r 
roads a f te r New Y o r k C i t y ' s s t r e e t s : R ive rs ide D r i v e , 72d S t ree t , Wall S t r ee t , 
e tc . 
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Land ing Beaches White 1 and 2 
Japanese p i l lbox at Beach White 2 
Japanese service, a p r o n , a i r admin is tar t ion b u i l d i n g , a i r operat ions b u i l d i n g , 

and two a i r ra id she l te rs of former Ushi Point Field 
Nor th F ie ld : f o u r B-29 r u n w a y s , t a x i w a y s , two serv ice a p r o n s , and 

va r ious d i r t roads a round the a i r f i e l d 
Two t r a f f i c c i r c l e s , one w i t h a Japanese memorial 

West of t he f i e ld is a small lake o r p o n d . While i t in i t se l f is not h i s t o r i c , the 
on ly major Japanese coun te ra t tack of the b a t t l e , an a t tack t ha t cost the 
Japanese d e a r l y , was mounted in i ts v i c i n i t y . T h u s , t h i s general area is also 
cons idered s i gn i f i can t . N o r t h e r n T in ian also conta ins t he s i tes o f f o u r fo rmer 
American an t i a i r c ra f t ba t te r ies and f o u r admin is t ra t i ve areas fo r American 
a i r c r a f t se rv ice g roups on the wes t , n o r t h , and east s ides . The re are no 
known above -g round fea tu res at these s i tes . No known non -h i s t o r i c s t r u c t u r e s 
are w i t h i n the recommended boundar ies . 

N o r t h e r n T i n i a n is pub l i c domain owned by the Commonwealth of t he No r t he rn 
Mariana Is lands . It is leased to the U.S. Depar tment of Defense and is 
admin is tered by the U.S. Navy . 

T in ian Place Names 

1944 

Asiga Bay 
Beach White 1 
Beach White 2 
Fabius San Hilo Pt 
Gurgan Pt . 
Lalo Pt . 
Marpo Pt . 
Masalog Pt . 
M t . Lasso 
M t . Maga 
Southern r i dge 
Sunharon Harbor 
T in ian Town 
Ushi Pt . 

T rad i t i ona l Chamorro Place Names 

Unai Asiga 
Unai Babui 
Unai Chu lu 
Puntan Lananibot Sank i lo 
Puntan Diapblo 
Puntan Carol inas 
Puntan Kas t i yu 
Puntan Masalok 
Lasu 
Maga 
Carol inas and Kas t i yu 
T in ian Harbor 
San Jose 
Puntan Tahgong 

3 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
.__.. 1700-1799 

1800-1899 
X. 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

_ conservation 
economics 

.... education 
.. engineering 

landscape architecture. 
law 
literature 

. X- military 
music 

exploration settlement philosophy 
industry politics government 
invention 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1944-1945 Builder. Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The cap tu re of T i n i a n in the summer of 1944 b y U .S . Marines was s ign i f i can t 
f o r severa l reasons. B y se lect ing almost impossib ly small land ing beaches, the 
Marines confused Japanese commanders and establ ished a beachhead at l i t t te cost 
in l i ves . Despi te the na r row beaches (a to ta l of 180 ya rds in w i d t h ) , two 
Mar ine d iv i s ions succeeded b r i l l i a n t l y in a d i f f i c u l t amphibious ope ra t i on . L t . 
Gen. Hol land M. .Smi th , USMC, called t h i s " t h e pe r fec t amphibious opera t ion in 
the Pacif ic w a r . " In t he f i r s t n i g h t of the b a t t l e , the Japanese employed t h e i r 
usual tac t i c of a t tempt ing to d e s t r o y t he enemy on t he beach . I t was a fatal 
e f f o r t f o r i t cos t them up t o 2,000 l i ves , i n c l u d i n g some o f t h e i r bes t i n f a n t r y 
t r o o p s . Fu tu re bat t les would see Japanese defenses a r r anged in d e p t h , 
i n f l i c t i n g heav ie r casual t ies on t he enemy. 

T in i an ' s t o p o g r a p h y p rov i ded the U .S . A r m y A i r Force w i t h a superb p la t fo rm 
fo r c o n s t r u c t i n g two l ong - range B-29 bomber a i r f i e l d s , i nc l ud ing Nor th F ie ld , 
the largest a i r f i e l d in the Pacif ic and perhaps in t he wo r l d d u r i n g Worfd War I I . 
From T in ian ' s s ix r u n w a y s , as well as f rom bases on Saipan and Guam, armadas 
o f B~29s ra ided and des t royed Japanese c i t ies and towns in the homeland, 
sh i pp ing in Japan's coastal wa te rs , pet ro leum supp l i es , and i ndus t r i a l p l a n t s . 
F ina l l y , B-29s Enola Gay and Boch's Car f lew from T in ian 's Nor th Field to d rop 
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasak i , t h u s b r i n g i n g a conc lus ion to World 
War II and chang ing f o reve r the course of w o r l d e v e n t s . 

Japanese T in ian 

Du r i ng the Spanish reg ime, T in ian Is land was v i r t u a l l y depopulated t h r o u g h 
d isease, rebe l l i on , and fo rced removal of t he Chamorros . A f t e r Germany 
purchased most of Micronesia f rom Spain in 1899, the is land con t inued to be 
u n i n h a b i t e d . Japan's se izure of Micronesia in World War I b r o u g h t a g rea t 
change to T i n i a n as Japanese c i t izens a r r i v e d to develop a sugar i n d u s t r y . B y 
World War I I , T in ian had a c i v i l i an populat ion of 15,000 Japanese and Koreans. 
F i f t y - e i g h t pe rcen t of the is land 's t h i r t y - n i n e square miles was p lan ted w i th 
sugar cane. Two sugar cane mil ls were in opera t ion and an ex tens ive system of 
n a r r o w - g a u g e ra i l road covered the i s l a n d . Ear ly in 1944, as A l l ied p ressu re 
grew in the Paci f ic , the Japanese removed f rom 3,000 to 5,000 c iv i l ians to 

1 . Hol land M. Smith and Percy 
Zenger , 1948, r e p r i n t 1979), p. 201 . 

F inch . Coral and Brass (Wash ing ton : 
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Japan- The r e s t , however , were caugh t up in the Amer ican invasion in Ju ly 
1 9 4 4 / 

B y the summer of 1944, T in i an ' s naval and army ga r r i sons amounted to 8,350 
pe rsonne l . The pr inc ipa l defense u n i t was t he 4,000-man 50th I n f a n t r y 
Regiment commanded b y Co l . Keishi Ogata. Naval a i r personnel amounted to 
2,100. The 56th Naval Guard Force of 1,100 men manned coastal defense and 
a n t i a i r c r a f t g u n s . Ano the r 1,000 men composed the 233d Cons t ruc t i on 
Ba t ta l i on . Captain Go'tchi Oya commanded the naval f o r c e s , even though Vice 
Adm. Kaku j i Kakuda , -commander o f the F i r s t A i r F leet , was t he senior naval 
o f f i ce r on the i s l a n d . As in o ther Pacif ic a reas , t he re was l i t t l e cooperat ion 
between the army and navy commanders. 

Colonel Ogata surmised tha t the Americans would at tempt a land ing e i ther a t the 
beaches at T in ian Town on the southwest coast o r a t Asiga Bay on the is land 's 
east coast. He establ ished s t rong defenses at b o t h . He d id not en t i r e l y 
neglect the White Beaches in the no r t hwes t . The la rge r beach was mined and 
p i l lboxes cou ld de l i ve r a c ross f i r e on the beach. The smaller White Beach had 
few de fenses . Who would at tempt a land ing on a 6 0 - y a r d - w i d e s t re t ch of sand? 

American Plans and People 

The U.S. Marines' assaul t on T in ian was cons idered to be Phase HI of 
Operat ion FORAGER which began w i th the cap tu re of Saipan (Phase I) and the 
ba t t le f o r the l ibera t ion of Guam (Phase I I ) wh ich was rag ing even as the 
Marines approached T i n i a n . Under the overa l l command of A d m . Chester W. 
Nimitz at Pearl Ha rbo r , Adm. Raymond A . Spruance led the F i f th Fleet toward 
the Mar ianas. Vice Adm. Richmond K. T u r n e r , as commander of the Joint 
Exped i t ionary Force, was respons ib le fo r both the No r t he rn A t t a c k Force (Task 
Force 52 , Saipan and T i n i a n ) and the Sou thern A t tack Force ( T a s k Force 53, 
Guam). He had re l i nqu ished d i r e c t con t ro l o f t he N o r t h e r n A t t a c k Force b y the 
time of the T in ian invas ion to Rear Adm. H a r r y W. H i l l . L t . Gen. Holland M. 
Smi th , USMC ( s t i l l in command of Exped i t ionary T r o o p s ) , was o f f Guam wi th 
Admira l T u r n e r . Maj . Gen. H a r r y Schmidt , USMC, had recen t l y taken over" the 
F i f th Amphib ious Corps which consisted of hi's old command, the ba t t l e -hardened 

2. The nearly 1,000 Chamorros on Tinian today moved there from Yap Island 
after World War I I . They had migrated to Yap from Guam in the late 1800s 
where both Germans and Japanese employed them as copra traders and workers. 

3. Admiral Kakuda led the air attack on Dutch Harbor and Fort Mears in the 
Aleutians in 1942. Apparent ly, he had a problem with alcohol by 1944. See 
Frank O. Hough, The Island War, The United States Marine Corps in the 
Pacific (Philadelphia: J .B . Lippincott, 1947), pp. 254-255. 
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Four th Marine D i v i s i on , now under Maj . Gen. C l i f t on B. Gates, and the 
exper ienced Second Mar ine D i v i s i on , s t i l l commanded b y Ma]. Gen. Thomas E. 
Watson. Bo th d i v i s ions had f ough t t h r o u g h o u t the Saipan campaign and had 
cont inued to mop up that is land un t i l t h e i r d e p a r t u r e f o r T i n i a n . The invasion 
of Tinian, J-Day, was set for July 24, 1944. 

Bombardment 

The first fast carrier strike on the Marianas occurred on February 23, 1944, 
when the planes of six carr iers under Rear Adm. Marc A. Mitscher bombed 
Saipan, Tin ian, Rota, and Guam. From June 11 to 15, 1944, Mitscher returned 
to the attack with four fast carrier groups (15 carr iers) accompanied by 
batt leships, cru isers, and destroyers. This attack reduced Japanese air 
strength in the Marianas to near zero. By mid-July no fewer than fifteen 
battalions of field artillery under B r ig . Gen. A r thu r M. Harper, USA, on 
southern Saipan were sending thunder toward northern Tinian. Naval ships 
began bombarding Tinian as early as June 13. As the invasion date neared the 
Navy's fire intensif ied, v i r tua l ly demolishing Tinian Town. The Army's P-47 
f ighters and B-24 bombers on Saipan joined the attack even before that island 
was subdued. These planes were the f i r s t in the war to experiment in combat 
with the new napalm f i re bomb, burning out cane fields and underbrush on 
Tinian. On J-minus-one, July 23, army and carrier planes, field ar t i l le ry , and 
naval gunf i re blasted Tinian. 

Invasion 

At daybreak, July 24, elements of the Second Marine Division, supported by 
aircraf t and warships, carried out a deception off Tinian Town. Battleship 
Colorado supported the ruse with neutral izing f i r e . Suddenly, a concealed 
Japanese battery of three 6-inch guns opened f i re and scored 22 direct hits on 
Colorado and destroyer Norman Scott, A total of 53 sailors and Marines were 
killed and 207 wounded. Meanwhile, the Fourth Marine Division made the real 
landing at Beaches White. 

At 7:47 a .m. , July 24, the f i r s t Marines of the 24th Regiment touched shore at 
Beach White 1. The regiment landed in a column of battalions with the 2d 
Battalion leading. A small force of Japanese opened f i re and mortar and 
art i l lery fell on the beach area. The Marines pushed ahead and within an hour 
two battalions were abreast and moving rapid ly. The 24th Regiment's r igh t 
reached its first objective, the edge of the runway south of Ushi Point Field, 

4. Colorado had been in drydock at Puget Sound when the Japanese struck at 
Pearl Harbor. She survived this attack and was in Tokyo Bay for Japan's 
surrender. Mothballed in 1947, the ship was scrapped In 1959. 
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1,400 yards inland, by 4:00 p.m. A stubborn group of Japanese halted the 
regiment's left f lank 400 yards short of its objective. 

Beach White 2 was more d i f f i cu l t . Because of mines in the sand, the f i r s t units 
of the 25th Regiment had to jump or climb from the craf t to the ragged coral 
ledges at the ends of the beach. Japanese defenses were more extensive in 
this area, yet the Marines forged ahead, bypassing two pillboxes that 
commanded the beach. The 25th Marines halted short of their f i r s t objective in 
late afternoon and dug in for the anticipated Japanese counterattack. Division 
commander Cates ordered the 23d Marines ashore as a reserve. Also on shore 
was a battalion of the 8th Marines, Second Division, making a total of 15,600 
combat Marines who had landed on two handfuils of sand in less than twelve 
hours. 

Counterattack 

The Fourth Marine Division dug in along a 3,000-yard-wide beachhead, 24th 
Marines on the left ( n o r t h ) , 25th Marines in the center, and 23d Marines on the 
r ight (south) . Beginning at 2:00 a .m. , July 25, Colonel Ogata's forces began a 
counterattack to dr ive the enemy into the sea. In the north some 600 naval 
troops from Ushi Point Field engaged in a f i re f igh t wi th the 24th Marines, 
s t r ik ing hardest at the extreme left near the coastline. For three hours the 
Japanese attempted unsuccessfully to break through the invaders' l ines. At 
dawn, the 24th Marines counted 476 enemy dead. 

Ogata's crack in fantry troops assaulted the center of Marine lines near the 
boundary of the 24th and 25th regiments. The f i r s t attack was thrown back, 
but the Japanese regrouped and pressed forward again. About 200 of them 
broke through the lines. Half of them headed toward the Marines1 ar t i l lery 
positions near the beach. The arti l lerymen opened up thei r machine guns and, 
aided by a company from the 8th Marines, wiped out the attackers. The other 
group of Japanese infantrymen got behind the 25th Marines' positions where 
machine gun and mortar f i re quickly eliminated them. This attack on the 
center cost the Japanese 500 l ives. 

The 23d Marines on the south faced an attack from a combined in fant ry- tank 
force. Five l ight tanks, nearly half of Ogata's armor s t reng th , rumbled up the 
coastal road. All f ive were destroyed by Marine f i re but not before three of 
them broke through the 23d's f ron t . Japanese infantry continued to f ight 
desperately bu t , by dawn, the attack exhausted itself. Marines counted 267 
enemy dead. All told,- the Japanese lost 15 percent of thei r personnel strength 
and 50 percent of their armor in this costly attempt to defeat the enemy on the 
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beaches. A l t h o u g h more f i g h t i n g iay ahead , General Gates concluded t h a t his 
d iv is ion had b roken t he enemy's back on i t s f i r s t n i g h t ashore on T i n i a n . 

T In ian Won 

T h e Second Mar ine D iv is ion completed land ing on Beaches White 1 and 2 on Ju l y 
25 and 26 , i ts 8 th Marines t a k i n g over the ex t reme lef t ( n o r t h ) o f the f r o n t . 
B y the even ing of t he 2 5 t h , the Marines had advanced to Ushi Point Field In 
the n o r t h and had taken Mt . Maga in the s o u t h . 

The Second Div is ion swept to T in ian ' s east coast on Ju ly 26, then t u r n e d 
s o u t h . On the wes t , t he Fou r th D iv is ion cap tu red Mt . Lasso, T in ian ' s h ighes t 
p o i n t . Seabees began r e p a i r i n g the a i r f i e l d f o r f i g h t e r s . 

Resistance remained l i gh t as the Marines advanced s o u t h w a r d , i nd ica t ing t h a t 
the Japanese were w i t h d r a w i n g . On J u l y 30, the 24th Marines en te red the 
wrecked and dese r ted T i n i a n T o w n . Beyond t he t o w n , an ob long-shaped 
p la teau , over 500 feet in e leva t ion , formed the sou the rn and southeastern end 
of T i n i a n . In t he center a t w i s t i n g road led to t he top of the t ree -cove red 
p la teau. A ver t i ca l c l i f f d ropped in to the sea on the eastern s ide. The slopes 
were more gent le a t t he southwest end of the plateau where they fo rmed th ree 
d i s t i n c t t e r races . The Japanese p repa red to make t h i s h i gh g r o u n d t h e i r last 
s t a n d . 

In the morn ing of J u l y 3 1 , an Amer ican naval and aer ia l bombardment blasted 
the plateau wi th 684 tons of exp los ives . A naval g u n f i r e o f f i cer w r o t e , 
"Observe rs r e p o r t t h a t t h i s was p r o b a b l y t he most in tense, and e f fec t i ve l y 
con t ro l led bombardment executed t h u s f a r in the Pac i f i c . " Fol lowing the 
bombardment , the Second Div is ion moved f o r w a r d on t he le f t toward t he base o f 
the c l i f f , encoun te r ing sn iper f i r e as i t advanced . Large numbers of c iv i l ians 
began s u r r e n d e r i n g , i n t e r f e r i n g w i t h t he Mar ines ' p r o g r e s s . In the af ternoon 
elements of the 8th Marines reached the top o f t he plateau via the heav i ly 
defended road . Du r i ng the n i gh t the Japanese a t t emp ted , in v a i n , to cu t t he 

5. The official Marine Corps history states that 1,241 Japanese died in the 
counterattack. General H.M. Smith thought the number was closer to 2,000. 
Other accounts offer d i f ferent f igures. 

6. G-3, Fourth Marine Division, Operations Report, T in ian, U.S. Marine 
Corps, World War II Records, Washington National Records Center, Suit land, 
MD, hereinafter cited as WNRC. 

7. Lt . C.S. Corben to Commanding General, Northern Troops and Landing 
Force, August 12, 1944, U.S. Marine Corps Records, World War I I , WNRC. 
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r o a d ; and be fo re d a w n , A u g u s t 1 , 750 of them made a banzai a t tack on the 
Marines on the p la teau . An h o u r - l o n g f i r e f i g h t resu l ted in 74 casual t ies in the 
8th Mar ines and 200..Japanese dead . 

D u r i n g Ju l y 3 1 , the Fou r th D iv is ion also succeeded in p lac ing Marines on the 
p la teau . Meanwhi le, a wide gap had developed between the two d i v i s i ons , a 
gap the Japanese were not able to exp lo i t . The d iv is ion expanded i ts hold on 
the plateau on the fo l low ing day and reconnoi tered the te r races on the ocean 
s ide. Progress was again slowed b y c rowds of Japanese and Korean c iv i l i ans 
emerg ing f rom caves to s u r r e n d e r . Some, however , p r e f e r r e d su i c ide . Tha t 
e v e n i n g , General Schmidt announced tha t T in ian had been secu red . 

F igh t i ng c o n t i n u e d . T h e Japanese made several more banzai a t tacks f o r several 
days as Mar ines wen t about t he dangerous task of mopping up T i n i a n . In a 
f ina l a c c o u n t i n g , t h e two d i v i s i ons ' casual t ies amounted to 355 k i l l e d , 1,550 
wounded , and 27 miss ing in ac t i on . More t han 5,500 Japanese t roops lost t h e i r 
l i ves , wh i le 404 were taken p r i s o n e r . More t han 13,000 c i v i l i ans , most ly 
Japanese, were in te rned on T in ian un t i l t he end of t he wa r . 

Nor th Field 

While f i g h t i n g on T in ian c o n t i n u e d , the Navy 's Seabees began the repa i r and 
extens ion of the two Japanese runways in the n o r t h . Because of the re la t i ve 
f la tness of the t e r r a i n , T in ian had a l ready been selected as t he s i te f o r an 
advanced a i r base to serve v e r y - l o n g - r a n g e B-29 bombers wh ich r e q u i r e d 
8 ,500- foo t - long r u n w a y s . The n o r t h end of the is land had a capac i ty f o r four 
of these r u n w a y s as wel l as an ex tens ive ne two rk of t a x i ways , se rv ice a p r o n s , 
and ha rds tands ( a i r c r a f t p a r k i n g ) . Even tua l l y , t he 6 th Naval Cons t ruc t i on 
Br igade was formed on T i n i a n , and work proceeded at a f eve r i sh pace. 

The Japanese r u n w a y at Ushi Point Field became the basis f o r runway 1 , the 
most gno r the r l y of the f o u r , wh ich was completed and asphal ted January 1 . 
1945. The Japanese runway south of Ushi Field was ex tended to become 
runway 3 and was completed two weeks la te r . S t r i p 2 , between runways 1 and 
3, was in opera t ion on F e b r u a r y 27 ; b u t runway 4 was not completed un t i l May 
5, 1945. 

While No r th Field was u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n , t he X X I Bomber Command's f i r s t B-29 
ra id on Japan f lew f rom Saipan on October 24, beg inn ing t h ree months of 

8. The f i r s t B-29 landed on th is runway on December 22, 1944. 
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9 
d a y l i g h t , h i g h - a l t i t u d e , p rec is ion a t tacks f rom t he Mar ianas. A t the end of 
December 1944, the B-29s of the 313th Bombardment Wing ( V H ) began a r r i v i n g 
at Nor th Field (12,000 pe rsonne l , 180 a i r c r a f t ) . One month la te r , 122 of the 
b ig bombers had a r r i v e d . Meanwhi le , the d a y l i g h t prec is ion ra ids on Japanese 
a i r c r a f t i n d u s t r i e s were p r o v i n g d i s a p p o i n t i n g . Re la t ive ly l i t t l e damage was 
i n f l i c t ed on the p l a n t s , and losses of t he b i g , expens ive pfanes were g rea te r 
than expec ted . Maj. Gen. Cu r t i s E. LeMay, who took command of X X I Bomber 
Command on January 20, decided to conduct a n igh t t ime incend ia ry ra id to tes t 
i ts e f fec t i veness . On Februa ry 25, 231 Supe r fo r t s l i f ted o f f at Sa ipan , T i n i a n , 
and the new No r th Field on Guam en rou te to T o k y o . The tes t p roved most 
e f fec t i ve and almost 30,000 of Tokyo ' s bu i l d i ngs were d e s t r o y e d . In M a r c h , the 
X X I Bomber Command began a series of i ncend ia ry a t tacks on a number of 
Japanese c i t i es . T in ian ' s B-29s par t i c ipa ted in all of t hem. The most t e r r i b l e 
of these was an a t tack on T o k y o t h a t b u r n e d 15.8 square miles of t he c i t y , 
k i l l i ng almost 84,000 people and i n j u r i n g Q44,000 more in "perhaps the most 
sca th ing a i r a t tack of the whole w a r . " B y m id - June , Japan's s ix most 
impor tan t i n d u s t r i a l c i t ies lay in r u i n s . In seventeen major i ncend ia ry a t t a c k s , 
6,960 B-29s d r o p p e d 41,592 tons of bombs w i t h few losses to themse lves . 

The 313th Wing at Nor th Field rece ived a special ass ignment in March 
l 945 - -ae r i a l m in ing of Japanese wa te rs . The bombers made t h e i r f i r s t a t tack 
between March 27 and A p r i l 1 . Over 100 Supe r fo r t s laid 1,500 mines In 
Shimonosaki S t ra i t between Kyushu and Honshu i s lands . Japanese a n t i a i r c r a f t 
f i r e des t royed t h ree of the p lanes. B y t he end of A p r i l , 18 Japanese sh ips had 
been sunk and sh ipp ing in genera l was d i s r u p t e d . Mines fo rced the g rea t 
ba t t lesh ip Yamato, heading a task force d u r i n g the ba t t le f o r Ok inawa, to p u t 
to sea via Bungo S t r a i t , t h u s leading to her d e s t r u c t i o n . In May alone, mines 
sank 85 s h i p s . U .S . submar ines , a i r c r a f t , and the 313th Wing's mines combined 
to fo rce Japan to close most of i t s po r t s to s h i p p i n g b y t he end of J u l y . Japan 
lost 478,000 tons of sh ipp ing in tha t mon th . In a d d i t i o n , the 313th Wing 
d ropped mi l l ions of leaf lets u r g i n g the Japanese people to s u r r e n d e r before 
s t a r v i n g . 

9. The XX Bomber Command had a l ready been establ ished in India a n d , 
s tag ing t h r o u g h Ch ina , was also bombing Japan . In 1945, both commands were 
d isbanded and the X X I Bomber Command became the Twen t i e t h A i r Force , a 
component of U .S . St ra teg ic A i r Forces. Headquar te rs were on Guam, and f i v e 
wings c a r r i e d ou t ra ids f rom Guam, T i n i a n , and Sa ipan . 

10. Wesley Frank Craven and James Lea Cate , e d s . , The Paci f ic : Ma t te rho rn 
to Nagasak i , June 1944 to Augus t 1945. The A rmy A i r Forces In World War I I , 
vo l . 5 (Ch icago : U n i v e r s i t y of Chicago Press , 1953), p p . 614-617. 
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Atomic Bombs 

On May 19, 1945, a...new, secre t i ve organizat ion began a r r i v i n g at Nor th F ie ld , 
t he 1,767-man 509th Composite Group headed by Co l . Paul W. T i b b e t s , J r . 
T i g h t secu r i t y was p r o v i d e d t he g r o u p which occupied a former Seabee camp- - to 
the d iscomfor t of the n a v y men. L ikewise, the g roup ' s s t r i p p e d - d o w n B-29s 
were closely g u a r d e d . Because the 509th Group d id not take p a r t in t he ra ids 
on Japan , a i rmen of t he 313th Wing r i d i cu led t he newcomers, even to the ex ten t 
o f s ton ing t he encampment. Meanwhi le , the 509th p i lo ts p rac t i ced special f l y i n g 
techn iques (on l y T i bbe t s knew w h y ) , most ly ove r Japanese-held Rota Is land and 
T r u k A t o l l . Beg inn ing J u l y 20, the g r o u p began f l y i n g ove r Japan to 
fami l iar ize i tse l f w i t h t a r g e t s and tac t i cs . Abou t t h a t t ime , c r u i s e r Indianapol is 
a r r i v e d at T in ian bea r i ng u ran ium 235. 

12 
A t 2:45 a . m . , A u g u s t 6, Enoia Gay lef t runway 1 at Nor th Field on i ts 
h i s to r i c miss ion. A t 8:15 a . m . the plane d ropped an atomic bomb on Hi rosh ima. 
Seconds la te r , 80,000 people were dead or mor ta l ly wounded ; 62,000 bu i l d ings 
were d e s t r o y e d . Enola Gay r e t u r n e d to T in ian at 2:58 p . m . The wo r l d would 
neve r be t he same. 

On A u g u s t 9 , Maj . Char les W. Sweeney, in Bock 's Ca r , d ropped a second bomb 
on Nagasak i , nas ty weather hav ing p reven ted h is a t tack ing t he p r i m a r y t a r g e t , 
K o k u r a . Low on f u e l , Sweeney was fo rced to land at t he new Amer ican base on 
Ok inawa. Before he was able to r e t u r n to Nor th F ie l d , T i n i a n , Pres ident H a r r y 
S T ruman announced Japan's uncondi t iona l s u r r e n d e r . 

1 1 . A Japanese submar ine sank Indianapol is a few days l a te r , w i t h a fearsome 
loss of l i f e . 

12. T i bbe t s f lew in the B-29 assigned to Cap t . Rober t Lewis who was p resen t 
as cop i lo t . Before takeo f f , T ibbe ts had his mother 's name, Enoia Gay, painted 
on t he a i r c r a f t , much to Lewis ' annoyance. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

S t a r t i n g at a po in t at the n o r t h end of Broadway and i ts eastern j unc t i on w i th 
a t r a f f i c c i r c l e , con t i nu ing a round the e x t e r i o r per imeter of the t r a f f i c c i rc le 
(eas te r l y and n o r t h e r l y ) to i ts j u n c t i o n w i th a nar row road r u n n i n g n o r t h , 
fo l low ing along the ou te r ( e a s t e r n ) bounda ry of the road as i t cu rves to the 
east no r t heas t , con t i nu ing along t he ou te r ( s o u t h e r n ) bounda ry of t he road to a 
po in t where i t cu rves to t he n o r t h , leav ing the road at t h a t po in t and 
con t i nu ing in a s t r a i g h t l ine east no r theas t to the coast at Unai Ch ige t . 

Then fo l low ing the coast in n o r t h e r l y and no r thwes te rn d i rec t ions to the t i p of 
Puntan T a h g o n g . Then fo l low ing the coast in a sou thwestern d i rec t ion to a 
po in t 1,600 feet southwest of t he south end of the reef at Unai C h u l u . Then 
east southeast in a s t r a i g h t l ine to the westernmost po in t of a t r a f f i c c i rc le at 
t he head of 8 th Avenue . Then fo l low ing the e x t e r i o r ( s o u t h e r n ) per imeter of 
the t r a f f i c c i rc le to i ts east side where i t jo ins a na r row r o a d . Then east along 
t he sou the rn b o u n d a r y of t he road to a j unc t i on marked BM 10 .6 . Then south 
and southeas ter ly along the ou te r b o u n d a r y (wes te rn and s o u t h e r n ) of a nar row 
road to the t r a f f i c c i rc le at the n o r t h end of Broadway. Then along the 
outs ide ( s o u t h e r n ) per imeter of t he t r a f f i c c i rc le to the po in t of b e g i n n i n g . 

These boundar ies inc lude all t he s ign i f i can t h is to r ica l fea tu res in the 
nominat ion : Land ing Beaches White 1 and 2 ; U .S . Mar ines ' beachhead; 
Japanese coun te ra t tacks of J u l y 25, 1944; Japanese s t r u c t u r e s at Ushi Point 
F ie ld ; Nor th F ie ld ; the on ly t r a f f i c c i rc les in Micrones ia ; and the postwar 
Japanese sh r i ne w i t h i n t he Broadway t r a f f i c c i r c l e . 
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5. Aerial of Japanese Ushi Point Field at the time of the American invasion 
in July 1944. To the left is the existing Japanese service apron. On its upper 
right is the air operations building. The air administration building is in the 
extreme left of the photo. 

Courtesy, National Archives 

11. B-29 bomber in front of former Japanese air operations building, North 

Field, Tinian, August 11, 1945. 

Courtesy, Smithsonian Institution and U.S. Air Force 



A. One of two Japanese pillboxes that covered Beach White 2, Tinlan. 

™_ . r- ,n. A P r i l 1 9 8 3 

Photo by E. Thompson 

6. Ruins of the Japanese air administration headquarters at Ushi Point Field, 
Tinlan. 

Photo by E. Thompson April 1983 
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1. Name 
historic Peleliu Battlefield, Palau Islands 

and or common State of Peleliu, Republic of Palau (Belau) 

2. Location 

street & number not for publication 

city, town vicinity of 

s t a t e Peleliu code 7&" county P a l a u code 0 3 ° 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 

district public 
building(s) private 
structure X both 

X site Public Acquisition 
object in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible 
yes: restricted 

_X. yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
X agriculture 

commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 

___ scientific 
transportation 

_X_ other: jungle 

4. Owner off Property 

name Government of the State of Peleliu 

street & number Republic of Palau 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. None 

street & number 

city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title None has this property been determined eligible? yes X no 

date federal state county local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7, Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered -X.- original site 
good X ruins X altered — moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance 

Peiel iu ba t t l e f i e ld inc ludes al l o f Pelel iu Is land which is i n t h e sou the rn Patau 
Is lands. Pelel iu is 30 miles sou th o f K o r o r , t he capi ta l of t he Republ ic of 
Palau, and 500 miles east of t he Ph i l ipp ine Is lands . I t is s ix miles in length 
and two miles in w i d t h . Shaped much l ike a lobs ter 's c law, the cora l - l imestone 
is land is re la t i ve l y f l a t at i ts sou thern e n d , where a r u n w a y f rom World War I I 
s t i l l is in use . N o r t h of t he f o rmer a i r f i e l d , t he t e r r a i n changes to a jumble of 
b roken coral r idges genera l l y r u n n i n g n o r t h and south and separated b y na r row 
va l leys or r a v i n e s . The steep c l i f f s and r u g g e d peaks , w i t h e levat ions up to 
300 f ee t , conta in h u n d r e d s of na tu ra l caves , wh ich Japanese t roops improved 
f o r de fens ive pu rposes . T h i s area was known m i l i t a r i l y as Umurbrogo l Mounta in 
o r Pocket . 

A s t r i n g of r idges con t inue along t he n o r t h e r n arm of the is land te rm ina t i ng in 
a complex of peaks named Amiangal Moun ta in . Before the wa r , Japanese 
opera ted a phosphate c r u s h i n g p l an t in t h i s a rea , of wh ich no t race remains. 
T h e s h o r t e r , eas tern arm o f Pelel iu is low, f l a t g r o u n d con ta in ing swamps and 
dense g r o w t h s of mangrove in t ida l wa te rs . By the end of the 1944 ba t t le most 
of Pelel iu 's vegeta t ion had been d e s t r o y e d . I t is said t h a t a person could see 
f rom one end of t he is land to t he o t h e r . Today , the is land is covered w i t h a 
l u s h , t h i c k g r o w t h of j u n g l e . Here and t h e r e small p lots of ta ro and o ther 
c rops are c u l t i v a t e d . Be ing on l y a few degrees above t he e q u a t o r , Pelel iu 's 
cl imate is humid and hot a n d , f o r persons not accustomed to i t , d e b i l i t a t i n g . 

Today 's popula t ion of 250 people l ive p r ima r i l y at two v i l lages wh ich were 
recons t ruc ted a f t e r the wa r , K louk lubed ( t h e cap i ta l ) and Imeichol , bo th near 
t he n o r t h end of t he n o r t h e r n a r m . On t h e f r i n g e s of K louk lubed are a 
Japanese re in fo rced -conc re te rad io s tat ion wh ich bears the scars of wa r , the 
r u i n s of a chapel b u i l t b y the 321st I n f a n t r y Regiment in 1944, and a stone 
monument bel ieved to have been e rec ted b y tha t u n i t . Also at the n o r t h end of 
the is land is Elochel Dock, b u i l t a round a Japanese conc re te -b iock p ie r and 
used b y t he i n te r i s l and f e r r y and f i s h i n g boa ts . Near t he sou th end of Pe le l iu , 
on t he west s ide , is a smal l -boat basin t ha t was cons t ruc ted b y Seabees soon 
a f t e r t he b a t t l e . I t occupies the area known as Beach Orange 3 d u r i n g the 
Amer ican i nvas ion . 

Much ev idence o f Japanese defenses and of t he ba t t l e f o r Peiel iu remains. The 
World War II invas ion beaches, o the r than Beach Orange 3, are unchanged f rom 
t h e i r 1944 appearance except t ha t t he j ung le now crowds down to t he edge of 
the sand and coral o u t c r o p p i n g s . I n l a n d , t h e r e are remains , such as concre te 
s labs , f rom the pos t - ba t t l e Amer ican ins ta l la t ion t ha t covered the more level 
t e r r a i n . Coral o u t c r o p p i n g s at bo th ends of Beaches White 1 and 2 and a low 

1 . Because t he w r i t e r cou ld spend on l y two f u l l days on Peie l iu , the 
desc r i p t i on t h a t fo l lows owes a cons iderab le d e b t t o a one-month s u r v e y c a r r i e d 
ou t b y D r . D. Colt Denfeld f o r t he T r u s t T e r r i t o r y of the Pacific I s lands , 
Safpan, No r the rn Mariana Is lands. 



NPS F.orni 10-9C9-4 OMB No. 1024-0018 
(M2) _ Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service For NPS u» only 

National Register of Historic Places n**™* 
Inventory—Nomination Form oW«nt*w» 

Continuation sheet Item number 7. Description Page 2 

coral r i dge in land t h a t paral le ls the shore all conta in p i l lboxes and gun 
casemates. Beach Orange 2 is the si te of the fo rmer American m i l i t a ry cemetery 
and a p resen t Palauan cemetery . In the Amer ican area are two large stone 
monuments t ha t o r i g i n a l l y were dedicated to the F i r s t Marine Div is ion and the 
E i g h t y - f i c s t I n f a n t r y D iv is ion b u t f rom which the bronze plaques have been 
removed. A few wooden posts and small metal c rosses, most w i t h rus ted 
Amer ican steel helmets placed on t o p , and a f l ags ta f f are near the monuments. 
The concrete steps at a fo rmer m i l i t a ry chapel now lead nowhere . The cemetery 
is known local ly as " U - S - A . " 

A t the s i te of the a i r f i e l d , t h ree major Japanese re in fo rced -conc re te s t r u c t u r e s 
remain , all bear ing the s igns of American bombardments . The most impress ive 
of these is the t w o - s t o r y admin is t ra t i ve b u i l d i n g , which is s imi lar to the 
Japanese headquar te rs at Ushi Point F ie ld , T in ian I s land . Steel s h u t t e r s cover 
some of the w indows. Nearby is a large u n d e r g r o u n d ai r ra id or s torage 
she l te r . The t h i r d s t r u c t u r e is a heav i ly damaged av iat ion gasol ine storage 
bu i l d i ng of the same des ign as s torage bu i l d ings on Saipan I s land . In a d d i t i o n , 
several s tandard concrete a i r ra id she l ters remain in the area. Immediately 
a f te r the cap tu re of the a i r f i e l d , American Seabees repa i red and lengthened the 
two X-shaped r u n w a y s . The c r u s h e d - c o r a l , no r theas t - sou thwes t r u n w a y , 6,000 
feet in l e n g t h , remains operable f o r l i gh t a i r c r a f t ; the o the r r unway is not 
main ta ined. 

Several concrete and coral p i l lboxes remain at the sou the rn end of Peleliu as 
does the one c i r cu l a r b lockhouse the Japanese had in t h e i r defenses. Th is 
b lockhouse, said to be in good cond i t i on , was . cons t ruc ted on t he same general 
plan as blockhouses on Saipan and Roi -Namur . Japanese c i t izens have erected 
two memorials or shr ines on sou thern Pele l iu . One of these is a handsomely 
des igned sh r ine s i ted at the foot of an unnamed r i dge in the v i c i n i t y of a 
p r e - w a r v i l lage named Omoak. I t is enclosed w i t h a low fence and a t o r i i 
s tands at the en t rance . The o the r memorial was placed at the fo rmer Uni ted 
States m i l i t a ry cemetery . 

The Japanese cons t ruc ted s t r ong defense works on the no r thwes t coast of 
Peleliu in the v i c i n i t y of the fo rmer v i l lage of Garekoru and named Beach Amber 

2. Bronze plaques have a short life in the Central Pacific. Bronze is simply 
too precious to be used in such a manner. 

3. American dead were eventually reburied in the Philippine Islands. 

4. Official Marine histories mention other blockhouses on Peleliu. An 
exhaustive, post-battle study of the island's terra in and defenses by the 
Intelligence Section, First Marine Division, shows only this one. 
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by Mar ines . Amer ican forces d id not land at th i s beach; r a the r army t roops 
easi ly o v e r r a n t he area on t h e i r d r i v e no r t h on West Road. T o d a y , many r i f l e 
p i t s , gun emplacements, personnel s h e l t e r s , and ammunit ion caves remain in the 
midst of t he coral and j u n g l e . 

The l imestone r idges and rav ines in t he last center of Japanese res is tance, " the 
Umurbrogo l Pocke t , " undoub ted l y conta in much ev idence of the bat t le f o r 
Pele l iu . U .S . Marines counted over 100 caves t h a t were occupied by Japanese 
t roops in th i s area. The rugged t e r r a i n and t he t h i c k j ung le now cover ing the 
area make a t h o r o u g h inves t iga t ion d i f f i c u l t . The cave in wh ich the Japanese 
army commanders committed suic ide in a r i dge named China Wall has been 
i d e n t i f i e d . I t is descr ibed as being a ve r t i ca l f au l t con ta in ing t h ree separate 
caves. One fea tu re in the Pocket t h a t p layed a c r i t i ca l role d u r i n g the bat t le 
is accessib le, Bloody Nose Ridge. The almost-sheer face of th i s r i dge is on ly a 
few h u n d r e d ya rds n o r t h of the a i r f i e l d , on the sou thern edge of the 
Umurbrogo l complex. Th i s pa r t i cu l a r coral peak and f o u r o thers nearby were 
iden t i f i ed as the Five S is ters d u r i n g the ba t t l e . The 1st Marines at tacked 
Bloody Nose soon a f te r land ing on Peleliu and su f fe red devas ta t ing casualt ies in 
the fa i led a t tempt . Despite repeated a t tacks by Marine and A rmy u n i t s , the 
Japanese held th i s pos i t ion f o r two mon ths , almost to the end of t he i r o rgan ized 
res is tance. 

T o d a y , a t r a i l and steps have been cu t to the top of Bloody Nose Ridge. On 
top the re is a large stone monument b u i l t soon a f te r the f i g h t i n g . A l t h o u g h 
the re is no iden t i f i ca t ion on i t , i t is bel ieved to have been bu i l t f o r or by the 
323d I n f a n t r y Regiment wh ich f i na l l y cap tu red the Five S i s te r s . In 1983, the 
Uni ted States Navy commander on Guam had a f l ags ta f f and a Uni ted States f lag 
placed on top of the r i d g e . From the peak one may view much of the 
Umurbrogo l Pocket , i nc l ud ing the o ther S i s t e r s , Walt R idge , and Horseshoe 
Va l ley . Jung le now completely smothers the harsh landscape of 1944. 

Not f a r f rom Bloody Nose R idge , s i t t i n g in a na tu ra l cave on the slope of ye t 
another mass of coral l imestone, is a Japanese 200mm ( 8 - i n c h ) , s h o r t - b a r r e l e d 
naval g u n , one of the largest weapons in Pelel iu 's defenses. I t was one of f o u r 
such weapons t h a t were emplaced in the n o r t h e r n r idges f o r a n t i - s h i p p i n g and 
coastal defense f i r e and mounted on s p i d e r - l i k e steel f rameworks 23 feet in 
d iameter . U .S . Marine in te l l igence o f f i ce rs concluded t ha t these guns had been 
h u r r i e d l y emplaced f o r none had been f i r e d before being c a p t u r e d . The weapon 
appears to be in excel lent cond i t i on . On level g r o u n d at the base of th i s r i dge 
are remnants of a b a r b e d - w i r e enc losure which is bel ieved to have been b u i l t 
by Uni ted States forces as a ho ld ing area f o r p r i soners of wa r . Across the 
t ra i l f rom the enc losure stands a lone U .S . l i gh t t a n k , M-3, mount ing a 37mm 
g u n . The wh i te s tars pa in ted on the t u r r e t and body are c lear l y v i s i b l e . 

5. D. Col t Den fe ld , " S u r v e y of Pe le l i u , " a d r a f t , 1983. 
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A Japanese l i gh t t a n k , t y p e 95, missing i ts t u r r e t and 37mm g u n , may be found 
at the no r thwes t end of the abandoned r u n w a y , about 1,300 ya rds southwest of 
the Amer ican t a n k . O the r vehic les remain ing on Peleliu inc lude several U .S . 
land ing veh ic les , t r acked ( L V T ) . One of these is a L V T ( A ) 4 armed w i th a 
75mm how i t ze r , M-8. 

Amiangal Mountain at the n o r t h end of Peleliu cons is ts of an L-shaped complex 
of h i l ls and r i d g e s . Four h i l l s t ha t make up the bottom of the L were 
co l lec t i ve ly named d u r i n g the f i g h t i n g Hi l l Row a n d , i n d i v i d u a l l y , Hi l ls 1 , 2 , 3 , 
and Radar Hil l ( a f t e r a Japanese i ns ta l l a t i on ) . The caves in th i s area are 
la rger and be t te r made than those in the Umurbrogo l Pocket . The reason f o r 
t h i s is said to be t h a t the Amiangal caves were cons t ruc ted by Japanese naval 
t roops who had comfor t in mind as well as defense and the serv ices of a tunne l 
cons t ruc t i on u n i t , whi le army t roops cons t ruc ted those in the Pocket p r imar i l y 
f o r a p ro longed de fense. One of the la rger caves in the no r t h was a 
th ree-chambered hospi ta l w i t h a f o u r t h room hol lowed out one s t o r y below. Dug 
in to Hil l 3, the 140- foo t - long cave was f i t t e d ou t w i th e lect r ic l i gh ts and a 
rad io . When U.S . so ld iers en te red th is cave t h e y found f i f t y dead Japanese, 
most of whom had bandages over t h e i r eyes and had been shot in the head. 
U .S . Marines dubbed the hospi ta l Mercy Cave. Probab ly the la rges t cave on 
Peleliu is f ound near the top of the Amiangal L. Th i s "Thousand-Man C a v e , " 
cons is t ing of numerous in te rconnec ted t u n n e l s , r u n s en t i r e l y t h r o u g h the r i dge 
and has several en t rances . 

Pelel iu Is land is today a state in the Republ ic of Palau. A l l land on the is land 
is owned by the ex tended fami l ies , the c lans , t he t rad i t i ona l ch ie f s , and the 
paramount ch i e f - - a l l at the same t ime. The concepts of p r i v a t e owne rsh ip , 
t i t l e s , or real estate taxes are fo re ign to Pele l iu . Peleliu has an elected 
gove rno r who heads the state on pol i t ica l ma t te rs . 

6. Denfeld states these are the only LVTs surv iv ing on land battlefields in 
the Pacific. 

7. 321d Infantry Regiment, Unit Report, October 14, 1944, World War II 
Operations Reports, Record Group 407, Washington National Records Center, 
Suit land, MD. 

8. Dorothy E. Richard, United States Naval Administration of the Trus t 
Ter r i to ry of the Pacific Islands, 3 vols. (Washington: Office of the Chief of 
Naval Operations, 1957), 1:157, states this indeed was the largest cave on 
Peleliu and when it was captured on September 30, 1944, it contained more than 
1,000 men! Denfeld records in his survey that Japanese (re-?)occupied the 
cave as late as February 1945. 
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A l l of Peleliu Is land is recommended f o r nominat ion as a National H is tor ic 
Landmark so as to i nc lude : t he sou the rn end of the is land w i t h i ts two 
p romonto r ies , smal l -boat h a r b o r , Japanese (and Amer ican) a i r f i e l d and 
admin is t ra t i ve a rea , land ing beaches and adjacent reef on the west coast , and 
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , weapons, and m i l i t a r y veh ic les ; t he complex of coral r idges known 
as the Umurbroga l Pocket ; the west coast w i th i ts Japanese fo r t i f i ca t i ons and 
the West Road; the n o r t h arm of Peleliu w i th i ts r i d g e s , caves, and East Road; 
and the east arm of Peleliu w i t h ' i ts f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . These areas conta in the 
fea tures and objects associated w i t h the Japanese defenses and the bat t le f o r 
Pele l iu . 

Exc luded f rom the recommendation are the two v i l lages in n o r t h e r n Pele l iu , 
K louk lubed and Imelchol , wh ich were r e b u i l t a f te r the war . ( T h e manner of 
land t e n u r e prec ludes d raw ing exact boundar ies a round the v i l l a g e s . ) 
Remnants of pos t -ba t t l e Amer ican ins ta l l a t i ons , such as concrete s labs , on 
Peleliu are not cons idered to be h i s to r i ca l l y s i gn i f i can t . 

5 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric _ __ community planning landscape architecture religion 

^ 1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
'15OO-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education X__ military social/ 
1700-1799 srt - - engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1944 Builder Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The battle for Peleliu Island, the Gateway to the Philippines, was the longest 
and one of the most hard-fought battles in the entire Central Pacific amphibious 
operations of World War I I . In contrast to earlier combats where the Japanese 
had vainly attempted to annihilate the enemy on the beaches, Peleliu's defenses 
were organized with the main line of resistance established inland, ar t i l lery and 
mortar f i re registered on the beaches, and defenses ski l l fu l ly arranged in depth 
in order to sustain resistance to an attack while destroying the enemy. 
Although the crack Japanese troops lost the batt le, their new tactics enabled 
them to inf l ict heavy losses on American Marine and Army forces and to hold 
out for 74 days. While some strategists have argued that the capture of Peleliu 
was not a necessary preliminary for the coming struggle in the Philippines, 
brave men bled and died in the Palaus for their beliefs and their loyalties. 
Peleliu marked the conclusion of the Central Pacific dr ive ..toward the 
Philippines. A new phase of the Pacific War was already underway. 

Background 

Japan seized the Palau Islands, along with the rest of Micronesia, from Germany 
in World War I. Receiving a mandate from the League of Nations after the war, 
Japan established its administrative headquarters for Micronesia at Koror, the 
capital of the Republic of Palau today. On Peleliu Island, t h i r t y miles south of 
Koror, a phosphate crushing plant was established and, by World War I I , an 
excellent airf ield had been constructed. When war came, the Palaus served as 
a staging area and replacement depot for Japan's forces in the Netherlands East 
Indies and New Guinea. 

Even before the U.S. Navy carried out a devastating fast carrier str ike on 
naval installations at T ruk Atoll in February 1944, the Japanese had pulled all 
forward-based elements of the Combined Fleet back to Palau. At this same 
time, Gen. Douglas MacArthur's Southwest Pacific forces prepared to move into 
the Hollandia area in New Guinea in their dr ive toward the Philippines. 
Concerned that Japanese naval and air power in the Palaus could str ike at 
Hollandia, a large task force of fast carr iers under Vice Adm. Marc A. Mitscher 
raided Palau on March 30 and 31 , 1944. Peleliu's f ighter planes rose to the 

1. Adm. William F. Halsey, commander of the Western Pacific Task Forces, 
was the one officer who argued against attacking Palau before the operation 
took place. He recommended that Leyte in the Philippines be attacked direct ly 
because of the weakening Japanese position there. See E.B. Potter, Nimitz 
(Annapolis: Naval Inst i tute Press, 1976), p. 392. 

x 
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defense and many were shot d o w n . American planes succeeded in min ing the 
ha rbo r at Ko ro r and des t royed o r damaged 36 Japanese sh ips . 

S p u r r e d on b y th i s ra id to s t r e n g t h e n Palau's defenses, Japan t r a n s f e r r e d the 
ve teran Four teenth Div is ion under L t . Gen. Sadae Inoue f rom Manchur ia to 
Palau in A p r i l 1944. Inoue estab l ished his headquar te rs at Koror and placed 
the bu l k of h is army fo rce on adjacent Babeldaup Is land where he p lanned to 
f i g h t to the dea th . He d ispatched t he re in fo rced 2d I n f a n t r y Regiment under 
Co l . Kunio Nakagawa to Peleliu and one bat ta l ion of the 59th I n f a n t r y Regiment 
to A n g a u r , an is land seven miles south of Pele l iu . Pelel iu 's g a r r i s o n amounted 
to approx imate ly 10,50,0 men of whom 6,500 were combat t roops and some 4,000 
were naval pe rsonne l . 

Nakagawa c a r e f u l l y p lanned the is land 's defenses in d e p t h . Potential landing 
beaches were m ined , o f f shore obstacles e rec ted , a n t i - t a n k d i tches s k i l l f u l l y 
located so as to channel enemy tanks toward a n t i - t a n k weapons, ba rbed w i re 
s t r u n g , and a r t i l l e r y and mor ta rs placed so as to shel l t he beaches w i th d i r e c t 
and enf i lade f i r e . Extens ive cave f o r t i f i ca t i ons honeycombed t he limestone 
r idges in the n o r t h e r n ha l f o f t he i s l a n d . 

Stalemate II 

The Amer ican plan f o r the invas ion of Palau, Stalemate I I , as i t f i n a l l y e v o l v e d , 
cal led f o r Adm. William F. Halsey to command the Western Pacif ic Task Forces. 
Halsey's T h i r d Fleet covered t he approach of the Join t Exped i t i ona ry Force. 
Maj. Gen. Jul ian C. Smi th , USMC, commanded the Exped i t ionary T r o o p s , and 
Maj. Gen. Roy S . Geiger , USMC, was in charge o f t h e I I I Amph ib ious Co rps . 
Under Geiger , Maj. Gen. William H. R u p e r t u s , USMC, commanded the F i r s t 
Marine Div is ion which was to seize Pele l iu , and Maj. Gen. Paul J . Muel le r , USA, 
commanded t he E i g h t y - f i r s t I n f a n t r y D iv is ion wh ich was to c a p u t r e A n g a u r and 
U l i th i A t o l l . Stalemate II was the largest amphibious fo rce ye t seen in the 
Paci f ic . I ts s t r e n g t h tota led 800 vesse ls , 1,600 a i r c r a f t , and 250,000 men. 

2. Because the senior naval o f f i ce r on Pele l iu , Vice Admira l I t o u , was a f lag 
o f f i ce r and because of the in tense r i v a l r y between t he Japanese army and naval 
commands, Inoue sent Maj. Gen. Ken j i ro Murai to Peleliu to coord inate w i th the 
admi ra l . Colonel Nakagawa remained in command of Pelel iu 's defenses. 

3. Simultaneous w i t h the invas ion of the sou the rn Palaus, General M a c A r t h u r ' s 
fo rces seized Morotar i I s l a n d , 450 miles to the sou thwes t , as a second anchor 
f o r t he fo r thcoming Ph i l ipp ines campa ign . 
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The F i rs t Marine D i v i s i o n , t h o r o u g h l y exper ienced in the Guadalcanal and New 
B r i t a i n campaigns, was composed of the 1s t , 5 t h , and 7th Marine Regiments and 
the 11th Marine A r t i l l e r y Regiment. The E i g h t - f i r s t I n f a n t r y Div is ion had no 
p rev ious combat exper ience b u t had completed j ung le and amphibious t r a i n i n g in 
Hawai i . I ts 321st and 322d I n f a n t r y Regiments were assigned the cap tu re of 
A n g a u r , whi le i ts 323d Regiment was to occupy U l i th i Ato l l about hal fway 
between Palau and the Mariana Is lands. The two d iv is ions were b r o u g h t 
toge ther on Guadalcanal f o r a week of tact ica l rehearsals before sa i l ing west . 

Beg in ing in A u g u s t 1944, the U.S . T h i r t e e n t h A i r Force began bombing the 
Palaus. On September 6 , Halsey's fas t c a r r i e r g roups s ta r ted fu l l - sca le a t tacks 
on the i s lands . Six days la te r , a naval g u n f i r e bombardment of Peleliu and 
Angau r began . D-Day f o r land ing on Peleliu was set fo r September 15. 
Mine-sweepers and unde rwa te r demol i t ion teams began sweeping the waters and 
removing obstacles f rom Pelel iu 's sou thwes te rn beaches. Ear ly m o r n i n g , 
September 15, f ound the T h i r d Amphib ious Corps o f f Pele l iu . The F i rs t Marine 
Div is ion p repared to l and . 

The Bat t le 

Pelel iu's sou thwestern beaches had been code-named White 1 and 2 and Orange 
1 , 2 , and 3. The t h ree re in fo rced regiments ( reg imenta l combat teams, R C T s ) , 
landing abreast on a 2 ,200 -ya rd beachhead, touched shore at 8:33 a . m . On the 
le f t ( n o r t h ) , two bat ta l ions of the 1st Marines landed on Beaches White 1 and 2 . 
In the cen te r , two bat ta l ions of the 5th Marines h i t Beaches Orange 1 and 2. 
The 7th Marines came ashore in a column of bat ta l ions on Beach Orange 3 on 
the r i g h t ( s o u t h ) . Immediate ly, murderous Japanese mor tar f i r e and en f i l ad ing 
cannon f i r e on both f l anks swept the beaches h i t t i n g as many as s i x t y land ing 
vehic les and f i f t een t a n k s . Obse rv i ng the smoking veh ic les , Colonel Nakagawa 
r e p o r t e d , too op t im i s t i c l y , to Ko ro r , "Our forces success fu l l y p u t the enemy to 
r o u t . " 

On the 1st Mar ines ' ext reme le f t f l a n k , Japanese gunne rs placed en f i l ad ing f i r e 
f rom posi t ions in a coral o u t c r o p p i n g at t he wate r ' s edge. Seventy ya rds 
i n l and , an unsuspected coral r i dge was al ive w i t h Japanese who swept the beach 
w i th machine gun and r i f l e f i r e . A company of Marines successfu l ly reduced 
the coral o u t c r o p p i n g b u t w i th heavy casual t ies . Moreover , the company 
became cu t o f f f rom the adjacent u n i t and would remain isolated f o r the nex t 
t h i r t y h o u r s . T h e Mar ine Corps ' o f f ic ia l h i s t o r y concludes t ha t had the 
Japanese mounted a major coun te ra t tack at t h i s po in t , " t he Marines might have 

4. Japanese Monograph No. 49, "Cen t ra l Pacif ic Operat ions R e c o r d , " v o l . 2 , 
Ap r i l -November 1944, p. 85. 
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been d r i v e n in to the sea . " The 1st Marines1 r i g h t f l a n k bat ta l ion on Beach 
White 2 had bet te r success. It reached i ts f i r s t ob jec t ive 350 yards in land by 
m i d - m o r n i n g , encoun te r ing moderate res is tance. T h e r e i t ha l ted because o f the 
stalemate on the le f t . By 9 a . m . , t he 5th Marines had reached i ts ob jec t i ve , an 
open space on the west side of the a i r f i e l d . The le f t ba t ta l ion hal ted at tha t 
po in t because of the inab i l i t y of t he 1st Marines to advance. The r i g h t 
bat ta l ion had more success. A l t h o u g h the bat ta l ion 's un i t s became sca t te red , 
one company succeeded in d r i v i n g across the is land and reach ing t he eastern 
shore . 

The 7 th Marines on t he sou the rn f l ank exper ienced much the same w i t h e r i n g 
enf i lade f i r e as d id the 1st Mar ines . From a small is le t and a promonto ry a t the 
south end of Pe le l iu , t he Japanese de l i ve red heavy f i r e against t he 7 th 's 
exposed f l a n k . The reg iment con t inued to make p r o g r e s s , however , un t i l i t 
came up against a heav i l y f o r t i f i e d area con ta in ing the Japanese c i r cu la r 
b lockhouse. The re i t d u g in f o r t he n i g h t to await t he assistance of t a n k s . In 
the day - l ong d r i v e , the 7th Mar ines , t o o , su f fe red heavy casual t ies. 

In the late a f t e rnoon , the Japanese made t h e i r f i r s t coun te ra t tack when f rom 
twe lve to seventeen l i gh t t anks emerged in f r o n t o f t he 5th Mar ines . fi A l t hough 
a few tanks got t h r o u g h to t he beachhead all b u t one were d e s t r o y e d . Despite 
t he t roub les on t he f l a n k s , t he Marines had succeeded in es tab l i sh ing a 
beachhead 3,000 ya rds l o n g , 500 y a r d s average d e p t h , and a maximum dep th of 
1,500 y a r d s . 

On September 16, the 5th Marines completed the capture of the a i r f i e l d . In the 
s o u t h , t he 7th Marines overcame t he blockhouse and reached the eastern shore . 
I t ga ined al l of sou the rn Peleliu b y n i g h t f a l l except two promontor ies at the 
sou the rn t i p . In the n o r t h , t he 1st Marines began a t u r n i n g movement 
n o r t h w a r d against t he Umurbroga l r idges beyond the a i r f i e l d . Qu i ck l y r u n n i n g 
in to f i e rce res is tance, the Marines made l i t t l e p r o g r e s s . 

The n e x t d a y , D+2, the 1st Marines gained a few h u n d r e d ya rds in the level 
area o f t h e west coast , up West Road, b u t were t hwa r ted ga in in t he at tempt to 
gain the l imestone r i d g e s , especia l ly at Bloody Nose R idge . The 1st Marines 

5. George W. Garand and T r u m a n R. S t r o b r i d g e , Western Pacif ic Opera t ions . 
H i s t o r y o f U.S. Marine Corps Operat ions in World War I I , v o l . 4 (Wash ing ton : 
U .S . Government P r i n t i n g O f f i c e , 1971) , p . 114. 

6. I t is probab le t ha t the l i gh t t a n k on Pelel iu today was one of those in th i s 
abor t i ve a t tack . 
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counted 1,500 casual t ies in t h e i r ranks by the end of t h i s t h i r d day of 
f i g h t i n g . Meanwhi le, the 7th Marines completed t he cap tu re o f sou the rn Pele l iu , 
i n c l ud ing the p romon to r ies ; and the 5 th Marines began an easy d r i v e up the 
eastern arm of t he i s l a n d . 

American l i gh t planes were able to land on the a i r f i e l d on September 19. T h a t 
same d a y , the 1st Mar ines renewed the a t tack on the r i d g e s , making small 
ga i ns , b u t were again s topped at Bloody Nose R idge . To the east , a company 
of the 7th Marines ga ined the c res t of Walt Ridge b u t , s u f f e r i n g ex t remely 
heavy casual t ies , was fo rced to w i t h d r a w . D u r i n g the n e x t t h ree days bo th the 
1st and 7th RCTs assaul ted the r i dges t ime and aga in , w i thou t success. By 
September 22, t he F i r s t Mar ine Div is ion had s u f f e r e d near l y 4,000 casua l t ies , 
the 1st Mar ine Regiment alone los ing 56 percen t of i ts s t r e n g t h . General 
Ruper tus decided to cease f ron ta l a t tacks on t he sou the rn r i d g e s ; i ns tead , he 
planned a d r i v e up the west coast and an a t tack on t he Umurbroga l complex 
f rom t he n o r t h . 

Before the i nvas ion , General Ruper tus t h o u g h t he cou ld cap tu re Pelel iu in f o u r 
d a y s . A week had now passed and despi te t he heavy casua l t ies , Ruper tus was 

, unw i l l i ng to call f o r assistance f rom army t roops of the E i g h t y - f i r s t I n f a n t r y 
D i v i s i on . He remained so s t ubbo rn about t h i s , t ha t the corps commander, 
General Ge iger , had to step in and d i r e c t t he 321st I n f a n t r y Regiment to move 
from Angaur to Pele l iu , where i t landed September 23. The depleted 1st Marine 
Regiment was taken of f Pelel iu on September 30 , i ts casual ty f i g u r e hav ing 
reached 1,672. 

Ano ther reason Ruper tus wished to take n o r t h e r n Pelel iu at t h i s t ime was the 
25,000-man Japanese fo rce on Babeldaup tha t could be expected to re in fo rce 
Pele l iu . I ndeed , on September 23, Japanese barges approached t he is land f rom 
the n o r t h . The Amer icans spot ted th is re in fo rcement and sank the ba rges . 
Most of the Japanese made i t to shore never the less . The same scene o c c u r r e d 
t he fo l lowing n i g h t . I t was est imated t h a t f rom 600 to 700 Japanese 
re in forcements reached Pe le l iu . 

On September 24, Rupe r tus sent h is unwanted so ld iers on a push up the West 
Road. The 321st RCT reached i ts ob jec t i ve , 7 d i s c o v e r i n g along the way a t r a i l 
r u n n i n g across t he r i dges toward East Road. A company, d i rec ted to exp lo re 
the t r a i l , moved eas tward and succeeded in c a p t u r i n g Hi l l 100, t he n o r t h e r n 
bast ion of the Japanese defenses in the Umurbroga l r i d g e s . The fo l low ing d a y , 

7. On th i s d r i v e u p West Road, t he army t r oops gained the enmi ty of t he 7th 
Marines who were assigned the task of fo l low ing the 321st to screen the West 
Road f rom f l a n k i n g f i r e . The so ld iers were supposed to have moved a long t he 
west r i dge and the road ; in f a c t , t hey stayed on ly on the road , f o rc ing the 7th 
Marines to f i g h t the Japanese on t he r i d g e . 
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t he 321st reached East Road thus d i v i d i n g the Japanese defenses on the i s land . 
A t the same t ime, i t pushed n o r t h along West Road un t i l i t reached the v i l lage 
of G a r e k o r u . The 5 th Marines took ove r at t h i s po in t to beg in t he process of 
c leaning up the n o r t h e r n t i p of Peleliu and i t s e laborate caves in the Amiangal 
r i d g e s . On September 28, the 5th Marines also occupied Naegebus Is land and 
i ts un f i n i shed r u n w a y . Mar ine F igh te r Squadron 114 p rov ided ai r s u p p o r t on 
t h i s occas ion. 

As September drew to a c lose, Japanese losses were est imated to be ove r 9 ,250, 
whi le the F i rs t Marine Div is ion 's casualt ies had mounted to over 5,000 men. 

On September 30, the 7th Marines began an asaul t on t he Umurbroga l r idges in 
an e f f o r t t o reduce the pocke t , wh ich measured about 1,500 ya rds n o r t h to 
south and 500 yards in w i d t h . Elements of the 5 th Marines joined the at tack 
the fo l low ing day . By October 3, the Marines had cap tu red the c res ts of two 
impor tan t r i d g e s , Walt and B o y d , on the eastern side of the pocke t , t hus 
open ing East . Road. The 7th Mar ines , p a r t i c u l a r l y , exper ienced heavy 
casual t ies in t h i s f o u r - d a y f i g h t . B y the even ing of October 4 , t he 7th "was 
no longer able to f unc t i on as an e f fec t i ve combat u n i i on the regimental l e v e l . " 
Ruper tus o rde red the 5th Mar ines to re l ieve the 7 t h . 

Between October 6 and 14, the 5th Marines made repeated at tacks on the 
pocket , s teadi ly making small ga i ns , p a r t i c u l a r l y in the no r th and no r thwes t . 
I t cap tu red such landmarks as Baldy R idge, Ridge 120, Ridge 3, Hi l l 140, and 
knobs o f cora l not named. T h e n , on October 14, General Ruper tus w i t h d r e w all 
t he F i r s t Mar ine Div is ion f rom t he ba t t le l ines , rep lac ing i t w i t h the 321st RCT 
and a« bat ta l ion of the 323d I n f a n t r y Regiment f r e s h l y a r r i v e d f rom U l i th i 
A t o l l . Ruper tus remained in command at Pelel iu u n t i l October 20 when Maj . 
Gen. Paul J . Muel ler , commanding the 81st I n f a n t r y D i v i s i on , replaced h im. 
D u r i n g the month the F i r s t Mar ine Div is ion f ough t on Peleliu i t su f fe red no 
fewer than 6,265 casua l t ies , of wh ich 1,124 were dead and 117 were miss ing . 

Colonel Nakagawa. . repo r ted on October 14 t h a t h is f o rce had been reduced t o 
1,150 armed men. 

8. Garand and S t r o b r i d g e , Western Pacif ic Opera t ions , p. 236. 

9. The 321st replaced the 5 th Marines in n o r t h e r n Pelel iu and o f fshore is le ts . 
I t was i ts t u r n to become a n g r y at the Marines f o r not hav ing done a be t te r job 
of c leaning ou t Japanese-held caves. 

10. A l l of the 323d RCT was on Peleliu by October 24. 

1 1 . Japanese Monograph No. 49, p . 143. 
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The E i g h t y - f i r s t began a methodical t i g h t e n i n g of i ts l ines a round t he pocket on 
October 2 1 . Not w i t h o u t d i f f i c u l t y i t cap tu red t he n o r t h e r n h i l ls cal led the Five 
B r o t h e r s , one b y one . In Horseshoe Va l l ey , west o f Walt R idge, i t succeeded 
in c u t t i n g t he Japanese o f f f rom t h e i r water s u p p l y a t Gr in l i n ton Pond. ( T h i s 
accomplishment was o f f se t b y heavy ra ins t h a t rep len ished the Japanese water 
s u p p l y . ) On November 2 , the 323d RCT c a p t u r e d t he Five S i s te rs , i nc lud ing 
Bloody Nose Ridge aga ins t wh ich the 1st Marines had hu r l ed i tsel f so long ago. 
Japanese f i g h t i n g s t r e n g t h was now reduced to 350 men. L i t t l e act ion o c c u r r e d 
on e i the r s ide between November 4 and 9 as a typhoon swept over Pele l iu . On 
November 13, the assaul t and occupat ion of Peleliu was again announced , t h i s 
t ime by General Ge iger . 

T h a t same d a y , the two i n f a n t r y regiments began t he f ina l d r i v e . On November 
24, t he Japanese b u r n e d t he 2d I n f a n t r y ' s reg imenta l f l ag and all secret 
documents . In the even ing a last radio message was sent to Koror adv i s ing 
t h a t t he 56 remain ing combatants had organ ized in to seventeen ra id ing g roups 
and would hide in t he jung le and caves to harass t he enemy. D u r i n g the 
n i g h t , General Mura i and Colonel Nakagawa committed su i c ide . I t had taken 
U.S . forces almost 2% months to complete what began as a f o u r - d a y ope ra t i on . 

The E i g h t - f i r s t D iv is ion d id not declare an end to organ ized resistance un t i l 
November 27: 

A t 1030, 27 November al l organized res is tance on Peleliu ceased when 
the Commanders of t he bat ta l ions o f t he 323rd I n f a n t r y met at the 
cave which had been the headquar te rs o f Colonel Kunio Nakagawa, 
Commanding Of f i ce r of the 2nd Regiment , 14th Japanese Imperial 
D iv is ion and the last h igh r a n k i n g Japanese Commander on Pele l iu . 

The d i v i s ion ' s casualt ies in the Palaus amounted to 542 k i l led and 3,275 wounded 
or i n j u r e d . For months to come, Japanese con t inued to be cap tu red o r k i l led 
on t he i s land . * In January 1945, a Japanese r a i d i n g p a r t y landed on Pele l iu . I t 
was s w i f t l y wiped o u t . Twen ty - seven Japanese s u r r e n d e r e d in A p r i l 1947. As 
late as 1955 a Korean c i v i l i an was seized on Pe le l i u - - two years a f te r the Korean 
War. 

As they had in ear l i e r ba t t l es , Japanese-Amer icans (N ise i ) per formed impor tan t 
du t ies on Pelel iu as i n t e r p r e t e r s and t r a n s l a t o r s . The T h i r d Amphib ious Corps 
repo r ted also t h a t i t had made ex tens ive use of t he famous Navajo Ta l ke r s in 

12. 321st I n f a n t r y , "Opera t ion Repor t , Stalemate I I , Palau I s l a n d s , " December 
29, 1944, Ad ju tan t General 's O f f i ce , World War II Operat ions Repor t s , 
1940-1948, Record Group 407, Washington National Records Cen te r , S u i t l a n d , 
MD. 
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their radio communications. Not so successful was the use of the Marines' war 
dogs. While the dogs served well in the beginning on sentry duty and patrols, 
they became increasingly nervous and t i red under the strain of heavy mortar 
f i r e . As the battle progressed, many of their handlers were killed or wounded 
and strangers could not work the dogs. An exceptional dog was Duke, Z876, a 
German shepherd, who carried twenty pounds of maps and papers T-s miles 
across the airf ield under heavy enemy mortar f i r e . 

The remaining Japanese in Palau, some 25,000, spent the rest of World War II 
waiting for the enemy to land so that they could give their lives for their 
Emperor. The opportuni ty never came. On Peleliu, U.S. Navy Seabees 
reconstructed the Japanese airf ield and bui l t a naval base. Army engineers 
hacked a bomber f ield out of the jungle on nearby Angaur. Ulithi Atoll became 
an important fleet anchorage, especially for the 1945 invasion of Okinawa. 

Bloody Nose Ridge, Five Sisters, Five Brothers, China Wall, Death Valley, 
Snipers' Mile, Hell's Pocket, Baldy Ridge. . . . The Palau operation turned 
out to be one of the bloodiest battles of the Pacific War--and one of the most 
forgot ten. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

The boundary of Peleliu Battlefield is the natural boundary of Peleliu Island 
where it meets the sea. The United States landings on Peieliu and the 
subsequent f igh t ing involved all of the island with no exception. Structures in 
the two villages of Klouklubed and Imelchol are within this boundary but are 
excluded from the historically signif icant te r ra in , both being of post-war 
construct ion. Land surveys have not been made on Peleliu and, because of 
local customs concerning land tenure, specific boundaries cannot be drawn 
around these vil lages. 
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9. Japanese air administration building at the airfield on Peleliu. 

Photo by E. Thompson A D r 1 1 1 9 8 3 

5. One of many coral and concrete pillboxes hidden in the jungle along the 
landing beaches. This one is inland from Beach White 2. 

Photo by E. Thompson April 1983 



7. Japanese 20Chnm, shor t -barre led naval gun overlooking the a i r f i e l d and the 
landing beaches. Pe le l iu , 

Photo by E. Thompson April 1983 

6. Pe le l iu . American landing c ra f t , LVT(A)4, with a tu r re t mounting a 75mm 
howitzer. I t stopped near the southern base of the Umurbrogol Mountain complex. 

Photo by E. Thompson 
April 1983 
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received 

date entered 

1, Name 
historic B-29 Bomber Enola Gay 

and or common 

2, Location ^__^ 
Paul Garber Restoration Facil i ty 

street & number Smithsonian Inst i tut ion not for publication 

city, town Suit land vicinity of (temporary location) 

state Maryland code county Prince Georges code 

3, Classification 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district X public occupied agriculture ,.J1 museum 
buildtng(s) private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both X work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 

_K_ object in process yes: restricted government scientific 
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial ' transportation 

X no military other: 

4, Owner of Property 

name Smithsonian Inst i tut ion 

street & number 

city, town Washington vicinity of state D C - 2 Q 5 6 0 

5, Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Smithsonian Inst i tut ion 

street & number 

city, town Washington state D.C. 20560 

6, Representation in Existing Surveys 

title None has this property been determined eligible? - -yes —*_ no 

date federal state county — local 

depositary for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one not applicable 
excellent deteriorated ___ unaltered original site 
good ruins 12 altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

B-29 bomber Enola Gay is disassembled and is s to red in the Smithsonian 
I ns t i t u t i on ' s Paul Garber Restorat ion Fac i l i t y , S u i t l a n d , Ma ry l and . C u r r e n t 
p lans are f o r t he complete res to ra t ion of the a i r c r a f t and p lac ing i t on pub l ic 
d i sp lay as soon as a su i tab le f ac i l i t y fo r t ha t purpose is a c q u i r e d . 

Ear ly in 1940, at the reques t of the A rmy A i r Co rps , the Boeing A i r c r a f t 
Company , Seat t le , Wash ing ton , developed spec i f icat ions f o r a " V e r y 
Long-Range" ( V L R ) bomber. Even before t he p ro to types were tes t f l o w n , the 
A r m y A i r Corps placed an o r d e r f o r t h i s new a i r c r a f t wh ich became known as 
the B-29 " S u p e r f o r t r e s s , " t he wo r l d ' s most super io r bomber in World War I I . 
Several advanced features were inco rpora ted in the des ign of the p lane , such 
as i ts be ing the f i r s t m i l i t a ry c r a f t to be p r e s s u r i z e d , and the f i r s t heavy 
bomber to have t r i c y c l e land ing gear . Ano the r innovat ion was the development 
of r e t r a c t a b l e , remote-cont ro l led gun t u r r e t s t h a t al lowed a gunne r to operate 
more than one t u r r e t at a t ime. A lso , the g u n n e r s , except t he man in t he t a i l , 
were phys ica l l y removed f rom the noise and v i b r a t i o n c rea ted by the 0 .5 - inch 
machine g u n s . 

Once the B-29 went in to p r o d u c t i o n , cer ta in improvements were made between 
1943 and 1945. In gene ra l , the a i r c r a f t ' s spec i f i ca t ions , i nc lud ing Enola Gay 's , 
were as fo l lows: w ing span , 141 f ee t , 2 i nches ; l e n g t h , 99 f ee t ; he igh t of tai l 
f i n , 27 f e e t , 9 inches ; loaded we igh t ( w i t h 12,000-pound bomb l oad ) , 67.5 t o n s ; 
power , f o u r 18-cy l inder radial engines w i t h s u p e r c h a r g e r s ; opera t ion r a d i u s , 
1,800 miles (3 ,600 miles r o u n d t r i p ) ; maximum speed, 375 miles per hou r at 
25,000 f ee t ; and the crew va r i ed f rom eleven to t h i r t e e n men, Enola Gay 
ca r r i ed a crew of twe lve on i ts f a te fu l miss ion. 

The o r i g ina l model was armed w i t h ten 0 .5 - i nch machine guns and one 20mm 
cannon . Armament was cons ide rab ly reduced on some la ter models. Enola Gay 
and t he o ther "atomic B-29s" were s t r i p p e d of t h e i r armament and armor 
p l a t i n g , except f o r the ta i l t u r r e t s , to g i ve them e x t r a he igh t and speed. 
Bomb-load capaci ty depended on the a l t i t ude and range f l o w n . T h i s va r ied 
f rom 5,000 pounds fo r a l o n g - r a n g e , h i g h - a l t i t u d e f l i g h t to 20,000 pounds fo r a 
sho r t d is tance f l i g h t at low a l t i t u d e . Enola Gay's nuclear bomb, " L i t t l e B o y , " 
we ighed a l i t t le over 9,000 pounds . On t h a t miss ion , the plane f lew over the 
Pacif ic a t a low a l t i t ude u n t i l she neared Japan , when she cl imbed to 31,060 
f ee t . 

O the r fea tu res t h a t marked the atomic B-29s of the 509th Composite Group were 
t he s t r eng thened bomb b a y s , new bomb suspension sys tems, wh i te pa in t on t he 
unders ide to minimize g la re damage, f ue l - i n j ec t i on eng ines , e lec t ron ica l ly 
con t ro l led revers ib le p rope l l e r s , and the p lanes' mark ings wh ich cons is ted of an 
a r row po in t i ng f o r w a r d w i th in a c i r c l e . 



8. Significance 

Specific dates 1945 Builder Architect Glenn L. Martin Co., Omaha, Nebraska 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Enola Gay's d r o p p i n g of a nuc lear bomb on Hiroshima on Augus t 6, 1945, had 
many s ign i f i can t outcomes a f fec t i ng m a n k i n d . F i r s t , was the t e r r i b l e 
devasta t ion of the c i t y of H i rosh ima. I n s t a n t l y , 78,000 people were k i l l e d ; 
thousands more were wounded , e i t he r f rom t h e b last and resu l t i ng f i r e s t o r m o r 
f rom nuc lear rad ia t i on . Of the c i t y ' s 90,000 b u i l d i n g s , 62,000 were des t royed 
w i t h i n a f o u r - s q u a r e - m i l e a rea . Second, the des t ruc t i on of H i rosh ima, fo l lowed 
by the simi lar des t r uc t i on of Nagasaki t h r e e days l a te r , caused the Emperor of 
Japan to I n s t r u c t h is government to s u r r e n d e r uncond i t i ona l l y , t hus b r i n g i n g 
the wor ld ' s cost l iest war to a conc lus ion . T h i r d , the i n t roduc t i on of nuclear 
war fa re and the t h r e a t thereo f had a f a r - r e a c h i n g e f fec t of awesome p ropo r t i ons 
on f u t u r e wor ld po l i t i cs and in te rna t iona l re la t i ons . F o u r t h , t h i s new weapon 
and subsequent deve lopments , such as the hyd rogen bomb, have had a vas t 
impact on bat t le read iness , t ac t i c s , and s t r a t e g y , almost wo r ldw ide . F u r t h e r , 
and s t r a n g e l y , o u t of the t e r r o r have come bene f i t s f o r mank ind in the form of 
nuc lear medic ine, e n e r g y , and peaceful sc ien t i f i c deve lopments . 

Atomic Bombs and Bombers 

In 1939, Professor A l b e r t Einstein wro te Pres ident F rank l in D. Roosevelt 
desc r i b i ng the poss ib i l i t y of c o n s t r u c t i n g a t remendous ly power fu l bomb f rom 
u ran ium. In 1942, Pres ident Roosevelt p laced t h e nat ion 's resources beh ind t he 
cost ly and t ime-consuming research and development in t h i s f i e l d . Maj. Gen. 
Leslie R. Groves , Corps of Eng ineers , took charge of the w o r k , wh ich was 
code-named the Manhat tan Pro jec t . D r . J . R . Oppenheimer estab l ished a 
labora to ry at Los Alamos, New Mexico, in the s p r i n g of 1943, where much of 
the impor tan t research was conduc ted . S h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , Gen. Hen ry H. 
A r n o l d , commanding the U .S . A rmy A i r Force , was i ns t ruc ted to p rov ide 
specia l ly modi f ied B-29 bombers f o r a new weapon. The Glenn L. Mar t in 
Company of Omaha, Nebraska , t u r n e d o u t 46 of these "atomic bombers . " 
Meanwhi le, development of the new weapon proceeded under g rea t s e c u r i t y . 
Two types of bombs were developed s imu l taneous ly . One depended on u ran ium 
235 f o r i ts cha in reac t i on ; the o the r made use of p l u t o n i u m . In the Paci f ic , 
Uni ted States forces cap tu red the Marianna is lands of Saipan and T in ian and 
l iberated Guam in the summer of 1944. F ive B-29 a i r f i e lds were cons t ruc ted on 
the t h ree is lands f o r the l ong - range bombing of Japan. 

On September 1 , 1944, L t . Co l . Paul W. T i b b e t s , J r . , learned tha t he was to 
command t he o rgan iza t ion t h a t wou ld d r o p t h e new weapon. He took command 
of the 509th Composite Group and i ts one . s q u a d r o n , the 393d, at an a i r f i e l d 
near Wendover in a remote sect ion of U tah . A se l f -conta ined u n i t , the 509th 

1 . An a i r g roup normal ly cons is ted of t h r e e squad rons . 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
- j - ^ prehistoric _ ... archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning landscape architecture ___. religion 

K 1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
wL 1500-1599 agriculture economics literature .....sculpture 

1600-1699 architecture education . X. military —soc ia l / 
1700-1799 art - engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce exploration.settlement philosophy theater 

X 1900- _._ communications industry politics government transportation 
invention other (specify) 
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Group even had i ts own m i l i t a ry po l ice. When f u l l y f o r m e d , i ts complement was 
225 o f f i ce rs and 1,542 en l is ted men. A t Wendover , T i bbe t s began a special a i r 
crew t r a i n i n g p rogram w i th new techn iques in bomb-d ropp ing and long-d is tance 
nav iga t i on . A t one p o i n t , he took ten of his planes to Cuba fo r t r a i n i n g in 
long-d is tance nav igat ion over water at n i g h t . 

In Feb rua ry 1945, Adm. Chester W. N imi tz , Commander in Ch ie f , Paci f ic , w i th 
his headquar te rs now on Guam, learned t h a t the atomic bomb would be avai lable 
on A u g u s t 1 , 1945. A t t he same t ime, Nor th Field on T in ian was selected as 
t he base f o r the 509th G roup . The f i r s t elements of T ibbe ts 1 command a r r i v e d 
on T in ian in lYiay a n d , by Ju l y 1945, the 509th was f u l l y set t led into i ts c losely 
gua rded area . Also in J u l y , sc ient is ts exp loded t h e f i r s t atomic dev ice in a 
tes t at A lamogordo, New Mexico. T ibbe ts con t inued the t r a i n i n g of his a i r 
c rews at T i n i a n , f l y i n g ove r the Pacif ic and p r a c t i c i n g bomb-d ropp ing w i t h 
convent ional weapons on such Japanese-held is lands as nearby Rota. On Ju ly 
20, ten of t he bombers began f l y i n g i nd i v i dua l l y ove r Japan to f u r t h e r t h e i r 
exper ience and s k i l l s . C ru i se r USS Indianapol is de l i ve red components of t he 
two bombs to T in ian whi le t he u ran ium 235 was f lown to t he i s l and . 

On J u l y 24 , Gen. Car l A . Spaatz, commanding t h e new U.S . S t ra teg ic A i r 
Forces in the Paci f ic , received o rde rs d i r e c t i n g the 509th Group to de l i ve r i ts 
f i r s t special weapon on t he f i r s t good weather a f te r A u g u s t 3 . Four possib le 
t a rge t s were ass igned : H i rosh ima, K o k u r a , N i iga ta , or Nagasak i . L t . Gen. 
C u r t i s LeMay a r r i v e d f rom Guam on A u g u s t 3 bear ing t he o rde rs f o r Special 
Bombing Mission No. 13. The s t r i k e was set f o r A u g u s t 6 , w i th Hiroshima 
selected as the p r i m a r y t a r g e t . On A u g u s t 5, none o the r t han Mao T s e - t u n g in 
n o r t h e r n China had his headquar te rs radio a favo rab le weather forecast to 
T i n i a n . Tha t a f t e rnoon , a B-29 ro l led toward loading p i t 1 and the uran ium 
bomb, L i t t le Boy , was winched up in to i ts bomb bay . 

T ibbe ts decided to f l y the B-29 commanded by Cap t . Rober t Lewis who would 
be along as c o - p i l o t . T h a t e v e n i n g , T ibbe ts o rde red his mother 's name, Enola 
Gay, pa in ted on the fuse lage. Lewis , r e p o r t e d l y , became a n g r y when he f i r s t 
saw the name on his p lane , b u t , a p p a r e n t l y , soon acquiesced to the f a c t . The 
hand -p i cked crew f o r Enola Gay was composed of : 

2. D i sg run t l ed Seabees of the 13th Naval Cons t ruc t i on Bat ta l ion were fo rced 
to g i ve up t h e i r comfor tab le q u a r t e r s to the a i rmen. 

3. A week la te r , a Japanese submar ine sank Ind ianapo l i s . 
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Col . Paul W. T i b b e t s , J r . , p i lo t and commander 
Capt . Rober t Lewis , co -p i l o t 
Maj . Thomas Ferebee, bombadier 
Cap t . Theodore Van K i r k , nav iga to r 
L t . Jacob Beser , e lec t ron ic surve i l lance 
L t . Mor r i s R. Jeppson , o rdnance o f f i cer 
Sg t . Joseph S t i b o r i k , radarman 
Sg t . George C a r o n , tai l g u n n e r 
Sg t . R ichard Nelson, radioman 
Sg t . Rober t Shumard , ass is tant engineer 
Sg t . Wyat t D u 2 e n b u r g , f l i g h t engineer 

Cap t . William Parsons, U .S . N a v y , was also on b o a r d . A f t e r Enola Gay was in 
the air, Parsons, assisted b y L ieutenant Jeppson, armed L i t t l e Boy . 

In add i t ion to Colonel T i bbe t s ' p lane , s i x o t he r B-29s were invo lved in the 
mission. Cap t . Char les M c k n i g h t , in Top Secre t , was posted at Iwo Jima, 
where a t h i r d bomb- load ing p i t had been p repared in case an emergency 
occu r red to Enola Gay by the t ime i t rendezvoused ove r t h a t i s land . Th ree 
weather planes preceded T ibbe ts to Japan to r e p o r t on weather cond i t ions at 
the potent ia l t a r g e t s . (A l l t h ree repor ted favorab le c o n d i t i o n s . ) Two B-29s 
accompanied T i b b e t s , one c a r r y i n g sc ien t i f i c i n s t r u m e n t s , t he o t h e r , cameras. 
Maj. Char les Sweeny f lew the sc ient i f i c p lane ; t h ree days later he would d rop 
the p lu ton ium bomb on Nagasak i . 

The f l i g h t to Hiroshima was u n e v e n t f u l . As the plane approached the t a r g e t , 
T ibbe ts in formed the crew t h a t t hey were c a r r y i n g an atomic bomb. Enola 
Gay's bomb doors opened and the bomb dropped at 8:17 a .m . One minute later 
i t de tona ted , 800 feet off f rom the aiming po in t . The res t was h i s t o r y . A t 
2:58 p . m . , Enola Gay touched down at Nor th F ie ld , T i n i a n , a l i t t l e more than 
twelve hours since her d e p a r t u r e . 

Colonel T ibbe ts r e t i r e d f rom the U .S . A i r Force about twen t y years later w i th 
the rank of b r i gad ie r gene ra l . The Depar tment of Defense donated Enola Gay 
to the Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n . On re f lec t ing on the changes in pub l i c op in ion 
over the years concern ing nuc lear w a r f a r e , T ibbe ts conc luded t h a t he was an 
expendable v i c t im . To the American publ ic on V - J Day , 1945, he was one of 
the ind ispens ib le heroes of World War I I . 
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1. Enola Gay at North Field, Tinian. 

Courtesy, Smithsonian Institution and U.S. Air Force 

3. Hiroshima after the atomic bomb strike. Structure on the right remains 
unreconstructed as a peace memorial. October 7, 1945. 

Courtesy, Smithsonian Institution and U.S. Air Force 



5. Enola Gay today. The disassembled aircraft will be restored by the 
Smithsonian Institution and placed on public display. 

Courtesy, Smithsonian Institution 
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1 . Name 

For NFS use only 

received 

date entered 

historic B-29 Bomber Bock's Car 

and or common 

2. Location 
street & number U.S. A i r Force Museum 

city, town Wright-Patterson Ai r Force Base vicinity of 

state Ohio code 39 county Greene 

not for publication 

code 057 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district X public occupied _ agriculture _X_ museum 
building(s) private X unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 

X _ object in process yes: restricted government scientific 
being considered - X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name U.S. Department o f the A i r Force 

street & number 

city, town Washington vicinity of state D.C. 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. U.S. Department of the A i r Force 

street & number 

city, town Washington state D.C. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title has this property been determined eligible? yes * no 

date federal state county local 

depository tor survey records 

city, town state 



7w Description 

Condition Check one Check one not applicable 
^BJJK excellent —_ deteriorated -JC unaltered — original site 
M K good ruins altered moved date _. 
^ D t fair unexposed 

Describe the present end original (if known) physical appearance 

Ear ly in 1940, at the reques t of t he A rmy A i r C o r p s , the Boeing A i r c r a f t 
Company, Seat t le , Wash ing ton , developed spec i f ica t ions f o r a " V e r y 
Long-Range" ( V L R ) bomber . Even before the p ro to types were tes t f l o w n , the 
A rm y A i r Corps placed an o r d e r f o r t h i s new a i r c r a f t wh i ch became known as 
the B-29 " S u p e r f o r t r e s s , " the wor ld ' s most super io r bomber in World War I I . 
Several advanced fea tu res were inco rpora ted in the des ign of t he p lane , such 
as i t s be ing the f i r s t m i l i t a r y c r a f t to be p r e s s u r i z e d , and t he f i r s t heavy 
bomber to have t r i c y c l e l and ing gea r . Ano the r innova t ion was the development 
of r e t r ac tab le , remote -con t ro l led g u n t u r r e t s t h a t al lowed a g u n n e r to operate 
more than one t u r r e t a t a t ime . A l so , t he g u n n e r s , excep t t he man in the t a i l , 
were phys i ca l l y removed f rom the noise and v i b r a t i o n created b y t he 0 .5 - i nch 
machine g u n s . 

Once the B-29 went i n to p r o d u c t i o n , ce r ta in improvements were made between 
1943 and 1945. In g e n e r a l , the a i r c r a f t ' s spec i f i ca t ions , i n c l u d i n g Bock 's C a r ' s , 
were as fo l l ows : w ing s p a n , 141 fee t , 2 inches ; l e n g t h , 99 f ee t ; he igh t of tai l 
f i n , 27 f ee t , 9 i nches ; loaded we igh t ( w i t h 12,000-pound bomb load) , 67.5 t o n s ; 
power , f o u r 18 -cy l i nde r rad ia l engines w i t h s u p e r c h a r g e r s ; opera t ion r a d i u s , 
1,800 miles (3 ,600 miles r ound t r i p ) ; maximum speed, 375 miles per hour at 
25,000 f e e t ; and t he crew c a r r i e d f rom eleven to t h i r t e e n men . 

The o r ig ina l model was armed w i t h ten 0 . 5 - i n c h machine guns and one 20mm 
cannon . Armament was cons ide rab ly reduced on some la ter models. Bock 's Car 
and the o ther "atomic B-29s" were s t r i pped of t h e i r armament and armor 
p l a t i n g , excep t f o r the ta i l t u r r e t s , to g i v e them e x t r a he igh t and speed . 
Bomb-load capaci ty depended on the a l t i t ude and range f l o w n . Th is var ied 
f rom 5,000 pounds for a l o n g - r a n g e , h i g h - a l t i t u d e f l i g h t to 20,000 pounds f o r a 
shor t d is tance f l i g h t at low a l t i t u d e . Bock's Car 's nuc lear bomb, "Fat M a n , " 
weighed 10,000 pounds . On i ts f a te fu l miss ion , the plane f lew over the Pacif ic 
at a low a l t i t ude un t i l she neared Japan , when she c l imbed to over 30,000 f ee t . 

Other fea tures t ha t marked t he atomic B-29s of the 509th Composite Group were 
the s t r eng thened bomb b a y s , new bomb suspension sys tems, wh i te pa in t on the 
unders ide to minimize g la re damage, f ue l - i n j ec t i on eng ines , e lec t ron ica l ly 
con t ro l l ed reve rs i b l e p r o p e l l e r s , and t he planes' mark ings wh ich cons is ted of an 
a r row p o i n t i n g f o r w a r d w i t h i n a c i r c l e . 

The nuc lear weapon t h a t the Bock 's Car ca r r i ed was a p lu ton ium bomb, the 
same as t he weapon t h a t had been tes ted at A lamogordo, New Mexico, ea r l i e r . 
A t the t ime i t was d r o p p e d on Japan , i t was t he on ly nuc lear weapon in the 
possession of the Un i ted S ta tes . I t was 60 inches in d iameter and 128 inches in 
l e n g t h . A l t h o u g h i t we igh t on l y f i v e t o n s , Fat Man y ie lded the equ iva len t fo rce 
of 20,000 tons of h i g h exp los i ve , wh ich was g rea te r t h a n t h a t o f t he uran ium 
bomb d ropped on H i rosh ima, Japan . 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric _. community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic . _ conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature —sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture ...education X_ military social/ 
1700-1799 art _ engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce ... exploration settlement philosophy theater 
1900- . . communications industry politics government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1945 Builder Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Bock's Car's dropping of a nuclear bomb on Nagasaki on August 9, 1945, along 
with the similar destruction of Hiroshima three days earl ier, had many 
signif icant outcomes affecting mankind. First was the terr ib le devastation of 
Nagasaki. Instant ly, 35,000 people were ki l led; 5,000 were missing; and 60,000 
more were wounded, either from the blast and result ing f irestorm or from 
nuclear radiat ion. Forty- f ive percent of Nagasaki was destroyed. Second, the 
devastation of Nagasaki and Hiroshima led to the Emperor of Japan instruct ing 
his government to surrender uncondit ionally, thus br inging the world's costliest 
war to a conclusion. T h i r d , the introduction of nuclear warfare and the threat 
thereof had a far-reaching effect of awesome proportions on fu ture world 
politics and international relations. Fourth, this new weapon and subsequent 
developments, such as the hydrogen bomb, have had a vast impact on battle 
readiness, tact ics, and strategy, almost worldwide. Fur ther , and strangely, 
out of the ter ror have come benefits for mankind in the form of nuclear 
medicine, energy, and peaceful scientif ic developments. 

Atomic Bombs and Bombers 

In 1939, Professor Albert Einstein wrote President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
describing the possibil ity of construct ing a tremendously powerful bomb from 
uranium. In 1942, President Roosevelt placed the nation's resources behind the 
costly and time-consuming research and development in this f ie ld . Maj. Gen. 
Leslie R. Groves, Corps of Engineers, took charge of the work, which was 
code-named the Manhattan Project. Dr. J .R. Oppenheimer established a 
laboratory at Los Alamos, New Mexico, in the spring of 1943, where much of 
the important research was conducted. Short ly thereafter, Gen. Henry H. 
Arno ld , commanding the U.S. Army Air Force, was instructed to provide 
specially modified B-29 bombers for a new weapon. The Glenn L. Martin 
Company of Omaha, Nebraska, turned out 46 of these "atomic bombers." 
Meanwhile, development of the new weapon proceeded under great securi ty. 
Two types of bombs were developed simultaneously. One depended on uranium 
235 for its chain reaction; the other made use of plutonium. In the Pacific, 
United States forces captured the Marianna islands of Saipan and Tinian and 
liberated Guam in the summer of 1944. Five B-29 airf ields were constructed on 
the three islands for the long-range bombing of Japan. 

On September 1 , 1944, Lt . Col. Paul W. Tibbets, J r . , learned that he was to 
command the organization that would drop the new weapon. He took command 
of the 509th Composite Group and its one squadron, the 393d, at an airf ield 
near Wendover in a remote section of Utah. A self-contained un i t , the 509th 
Group even had its own mil i tary police. When fu l ly formed, its complement was 

X 
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225 o f f i ce rs and 1,542 en l is ted men. A t Wendover , T i bbe t s began a special a i r 
crew t r a i n i n g p rogram w i t h new techn iques in bomb-d ropp ing and long-d is tance 
nav iga t i on . A t one p o i n t , he took ten of his planes to Cuba f o r t r a i n i n g in 
long-d is tance nav iga t ion over water at n i g h t . To command the 393d Heavy 
Bombardment S q u a d r o n , T i b b e t s selected Maj . Char les Sweeney. Descr ibed as a 
c h u b b y - c h e e k e d , charming Boston I r i shman , Sweeney proceeded to d r i l l h is own 
a i r c r e w , Crew No. 15, un t i l i t was cons idered the best in the 509th Composite 
G r o u p . 

In Feb rua ry 1945, Adm. Chester W. N imi tz , Commander in Ch ie f , Pac i f ic , w i th 
his headquar te rs now on Guam, learned t h a t the nuclear weapons would be 
avai lable on A u g u s t 1 , 1945. A t the same t ime, Nor th Field on T in ian was 
selected as the base fo r the 509th G roup . The f i r s t elements of the command 
a r r i v e d on T in ian in May a n d , by Ju l y 1945, the 509th was f u l l y set t led in to i ts 
c losely gua rded a rea . Also in J u l y , sc ient is ts exp loded the f i r s t atomic dev ice 
in a tes t at A lamogordo, New Mexico. The a i r crews of Sweeney's squadron 
cont inued t h e i r i n tens ive t r a i n i n g at T i n i a n , f l y i n g over the Pacif ic and 
p rac t i c i ng b o m b - d r o p p i n g w i t h convent ional weapons on such Japanese-held 
is lands as nea rby Rota. On Ju l y 10, ten of the bombers began f l y i n g 
i n d i v i d u a l l y ove r Japan to f u r t h e r t h e i r exper ience and s k i l l s . C ru i se r 
Ind ianapol is de l i ve red components of the two bombs, one u ran ium and one 
p l u ton ium, to T i n i an in m i d - J u l y . 

On Ju ly 24, Gen. Car l A . Spaatz , commanding the new U .S . S t ra teg ic A i r 
Forces in the Pac i f ic , rece ived o rde rs d i r e c t i n g the 509th Group to de l i ve r i ts 
f i r s t special weapon on t he f i r s t good weather a f te r A u g u s t 3 . Four possib le 
t a rge t s were ass igned : H i rosh ima, K o k u r a , N i iga ta , or Nagasak i . L t . Gen. 
C u r t i s LeMay a r r i v e d f rom Guam on A u g u s t 3 bear ing the o rde rs f o r the 
miss ion. The s t r i k e was set f o r A u g u s t 6, w i t h Hiroshima selected as the 
p r ima ry t a r g e t . 

Colonel T i b b e t s , p i l o t i ng B-29 Enola Gay, depar ted T in ian bear ing the u ran ium 
bomb. F l y ing his own bomber , Great A r t i s t e , wh ich was f i t t e d w i t h sc ien t i f i c 
i n s t r u m e n t s , Major Sweeney accompanied T ibbe t s on the fa te fu l miss ion. A t 
8:17 a . m . , A u g u s t 6 , Enola Gay d ropped her t e r r i b l e weapon. Hiroshima was 
d e s t r o y e d . The B-29s r e t u r n e d safely to T i n i a n . 

Pres ident H a r r y S T ruman announced the even t to t he wor ld and cal led on 
Japan to s u r r e n d e r to avoid r u i n . In Japan , the government kep t i ts people 

1 . Disgruntled Seabees of the 13th Naval Construction Battalion were forced 
to give up their comfortable quarters to the airmen. 

2. A week later, a Japanese submarine sank Indianapolis with a heavy loss of 
l i fe. 
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i gno ran t of t he immensi ty of the a t t ack , perhaps not comprehend ing i t i tse l f . 
The Japanese not hav i ng reac ted , p repara t ions began on August 8 to d r o p t he 
second weapon. General LeMay asked T ibbe ts i f he wanted to lead th is a t tack . 
T i bbe t s d e c l i n e d , say ing he had had enough p u b l i c i t y . Squadron commander 
Sweeney was then chosen to drop the p lu ton ium bomb on the p r i m a r y t a r g e t , 
K o k u r a , w i t h Nagasaki des igna ted as an a l t e rna t i ve . Because Great A r t i s t e was 
a l ready f i t t e d with sc ien t i f i c i n s t r u m e n t s , i t wou ld accompany the mission in the 
same role as i t had at H i rosh ima. Sweeney then " b o r r o w e d " Cap t . F rede r i ck C . 
Bock's B-29, Bock 's Car . The b ig plane ro l led over loading p i t 2 ; Fat Man was 
hois ted a b o a r d ; and all was made ready . 

Major Sweeney's f l ight on August 9 was beset with difficulties. Before taking 
off, the plane's fuel system developed a problem, but the major decided to r isk 
the f l igh t anyway. Weather forecasts had been threatening and, when the 
bomber reached Kokura, the c i ty was obscured by clouds. Sweeney made three 
runs over the aiming point, a munitions complex, to no avai l . Fuel running 
low, he decided on the alternate target. The overcast at Nagasaki was also 
extensive. Then, Bombardier Kermit Beaham spotted a break in the clouds and 
dropped the bomb. Because of the city's hilly t e r ra in , casualties were fewer at 
Nagasaki than at Hiroshima, although the plutonium bomb was the more powerful 
and eff icient. But that was a mere stat ist ic; Nagasaki's casualties numbered 
100,000. 

Because of a rapidly developing fuel cr is is , Major Sweeney headed to recently 
captured Okinawa Island south of Japan. There he guided Bock's Car down in 
a harrowing landing, refueled, and proceeded homeward to T in ian, where 
Bock's Car arr ived twenty hours after her departure. There were no more 
nuclear weapons to del iver. 

B-29 bombers carried out the last conventional bombing of Japan on August 14. 
On that day, the Emperor of Japan directed his ministers to accept the Allied 
terms of surrender. . On September 2, 1945, Japan formally surrendered on 
board USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. 



9.- Major Bibl iographical References 

See continuation sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name T" I—— 
UTM References 

not applicable 

Quadrangle scale 

Lud L u J Ld LL 
Zone Easting Northing 

c U l l • I . • I 1 1 1 
E U I I . I I l I I l I 

Zone Easting Northing 

° U N i h i l i i I i I i i I 

I i In I 
I i I i i I i i - L 

•L-L 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Not applicable 

List ail states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

tte 

1 

code county code 

1. Form Prepared By 
name/title Erwin N. Thompson, Historian 

organization National Park Service, Denver Service Center date June 18, 1984 

street & number 755 Parfet Street telephone (303) 234-4509 

city or town Denver state Colorado 80225 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Cert i f icat ion 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

^ national state local ^ ^ ^ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665). I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 
Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 
Chief of Registration 

muffSMkniT ooTMTTMft OFFICE : 1993 O - }19-311 



NFS rami 10-900-a 
CW2) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

Continuation sheet Item number 9. Bibliography 

B IBL IOGRAPHY 

C a r t e r , K i t C , and Mue l le r , Rober t . Combat Ch rono logy , 1941-1945. The 
A r m y A i r Forces in World War I I . Wash ing ton : U .S . Government P r i n t i n g 
O f f i ce , 1973. 

C r a v e n , Wesley F r a n k , and Cate , James Lea, eds . The Paci f ic : Ma t te rho rn to 
Nagasak i , June 1944 to A u g u s t 1945. The A rmy A i r Forces in World War 
I I , v o l . 5. Ch icago: U n i v e r s i t y of Chicago Press , 1953. 

Pimlot t , John . B-29, S u p e r f o r t r e s s . Secaucus, N . J . : Char twe l l Books , 1980. 

Po t te r , E .B . N imi tz . Annapo l i s : Naval I n s t i t u t e Press , 1976. 

Thomas, Go rdon , and Wi t t s , Max Morgan . Enola Gay. New Y o r k : Pocket 
Books, 1978. 

Page 2 



2. Above, loading pic two on Tinian. The pic has been filled in and land
scaped. Below is Che plaque dedicaCed Co Major Sweeney and Bock's Car. 

Phocos by E.N. Thompson April 1983 



1. The 509th Composite Group's compourd on Tinian was tightly guarded. 
Other airmen on the island could not figure out what the 509th was up to. 

Courtesy, Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n 

3. B-29 Enola Gay which dropped a nuclear weapon on Hiroshima. Bock's Car 
was identical in appearance. 

Courtesy, Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n 


