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Frontispiece: Sitka, ca. 1887. The National Historic Landmarks 
visible are St. Michael's Cathedral at center, Russian Bishop's 
House with gambrel roof in the distance and Building No. 29, left 
center with large gable roof and west wall with three windows. 
The photograph was taken from the Flag Raising site. 

Prepared by the National Park Service, Alaska Regional Office, 
cultural Resources Division, Leslie Starr Hart, Chief; Robert L. 
s. Spude, Regional Historian; Sandra McDermott Faulkner, 
historian; William s. Hanable, historian; Susan Morton, 
archeologist; and Kathleen Lidfors, historian formerly with 
Alaska Region, now with Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. 
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PREFACE 

The recognition of nationally significant historical sites 
is a goal of the National Park Service. This volume 
presents some of the documents resulting from National Park 
Service efforts to preserve and record important remnants of 
Alaska's Russian-American heritage. Included are studies of 
St. Michael's Cathedral, the Russian Bishop's House, Russian 
American Magazin, Seal Islands, Holy Ascension Orthodox 
Church and Holy Assumption Orthodox Church. 

These studies were undertaken as part of the National 
Historic Landmarks program. They combine original research, 
a synthesis of historical scholarship, and field 
documentation to define the Landmark's historical 
significance, determine its state of preservation, and 
designate appropriate boundaries. A new Landmark study 
also included for Building No. 29, Sitka, which was 
designated a National Historic Landmark on May 28, 1987 . 

The National Park Service has actively worked to preserve 
the significant Russian Bishop's House National Historic 
Landmark, which is a component of Sitka National Historical 
Park. The Russian Bishops' House was acquired in 1972 and 
has slowly and carefully been restored to its 1843-53 
appearance. A history of the building prepared as part of a 
National Historic Landmark study is included here. 

The History Branch, cultural Resources Division of the 
National Park Service, Alaska Regional Office, has prepared 
this volume to encourage wider recognition of the National 
Historic Landmarks program in Alaska. The Landmarks pose a 
preservation challenge. It is hoped that the efforts 
represented in the following pages will stimulate creative 
responses, both public and private, to ensure the future of 
these nationally important sites. 

Boyd Evison 
Regional Director 
Alaska Region 
National Park Service 
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INTRODUCTION 

Americans have always sought to commemorate the lives and 
events which have shaped their history and to preserve the 
places important to their nation's past. The Historic Sites 
Act of 1935 guided the first systematic attempt to identify 
and recognize those places. Today the initiatives of that 
legislation continue in the National Historic Landmarks 
program. 

The Historic Sites Act authorized "a survey of historic 
sites, buildings, and objects for the purpose of determining 
which possess exceptional value as commemorating or 
illustrating the history of the United States." (P. L. 292, 
Aug, 21, 1935; Section 2[b]). The National Park Service, 
acting for the Secretary of the Interior, was charged with 
carrying out the nation-wide survey. National Park Service 
historians developed an outline of the major themes of 
American history and pre-history to assure that the survey 
would be comprehensive in coverage and representative in 
selection of sites. Field work was undertaken and sites 
classified as possessing, or not possessing, national 
significance . 

The results of the National Survey of Historic Sites and 
Buildings, as the program was known then, were intended to 
form the basis for a national preservation plan. It was 
expected that many of the nationally significant properties 
would be added to the National Park System. In reality, 
however, few of the sites identified through the survey were 
established as national historical parks or monuments. Yet 
the remaining sites, all important parts of our national 
heritage, lacked recognition--and protection. This need 
gave rise to a new direction: designation of National 
Historic Landmarks. 

In 1960 an official listing, or registry, was established 
for National Historic Landmarks--those properties found to 
possess exceptional· historical value through the national 
survey process. A certificate of registration and a bronze 
commemorative plaque would be provided to the property owner 
upon designation of the Landmark. National Historic 
Landmarks would have first priority for architectural 
recording through the Historic American Buildings Survey 
(HABS). Thus preservation would be encouraged through 
recognition, honor, and documentation. 

Since 1960, additional legislation has increased the 
protection and assistance available to National Historic 
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Landmarks. The Historic Preservation Act of 1966 is widely 
known for establishing a National Register of Historic • 
Places to recognize properties of local and state 
significance, as well as the nationally significant 
Landmarks. The Act also provided important protection for 
all registered properties by establishing a state and 
federal review process in cases where federally funded 
projects could have an impact on the historic values of the 
property. A separate monitoring and review process was 
established to protect National Historic Landmarks from the 
potential impacts of mining operations. (Mining in the 
Parks Act, P. L. 94-429, September 28, 1976). 

Because very few National Historic Landmarks are owned by 
the federal government, the National Park Service--which 
continues to administer the program--carries out periodic 
inspections to determine whether Landmarks still retain the 
qualities for which they were designated. In cases where 
historic values have been undermined or lost, Landmarks are 
de-designated and the plaque and certificate returned to the 
National Park Service. A report to Congress on National 
Historic Landmarks which "exhibit known or anticipated 
damage or threats to the integrity of their resources" is 
prepared annually, as required by Section 8 of the General 
Authorities Act (P. L. 94-458, Oct. 7, 1976). 

Section 8 Reports include only those sites where damage is 
imminent or actually present as a result of demolition, • 
deterioration, erosion, floods, vandalism, adverse uses, or 
inappropriate construction or alterations. These Priority I 
sites are monitored annually until such time as 
de-designation is recommended, or the site is out of danger. 
Sites identified as Priority II (threatened or susceptible 
to damage) or Priority III (no apparent threat or damage) 
are also monitored for any change in status. 

In a positive step to address problems identified in the 
Section 8 Report, a new assistance program has been 
developed for threatened Landmarks. Beginning in 1985, a 
few Priority I and II National Historic Landmarks have been 
selected each year for an in-depth inspection and condition 
assessment. The purpose is to analyze specific conditions 
at the site, determine needed corrective treatments, 
prioritize the work needed, and provide detailed cost 
estimates. Funded and coordinated by the National Park 
Service, the in-depth inspections are carried out by 
professional architects, engineers, or archeologists. The 
final Condition Assessment Report is given to the Landmark 
owners and is available to interested public or private 
groups. 
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Although the National Park Service does not fund the actual 
work recommended in the assessment reports, it assists 
Landmark owners in locating public or private funding 
sources. One important new source is the National Historic 
Landmark Fund, through which private and corporate donations 
are channeled to Landmarks with critical needs. 

Other forms of assistance for National Historic Landmarks 
are available, as well. These include technical advisory 
services and publications available through the National 
Park Service, federal tax incentives for preservation, and 
documentation through the Historic American Buildings Survey 
or Historic American Engineering Record. 

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS PROGRAM IN ALASKA 

In 1961 the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings 
conducted a study in Alaska under the broad theme of u. s. 
Political and Military Affairs, 1865 - 1910. This resulted 
in the designation of several National Historic Landmarks, 
including the first group of Russian-American sites: 
Erskine House (now Russian American Co. Magazin), Fur Seal 
Rookeries (now Seal Islands NHL), Russian Bishop's House, 
Saint Michael's Cathedral and Old Sitka. several nationally 
significant archeological sites were also designated at that 
time . 

Since the initial designations, the list of National 
Historic Landmarks in Alaska has grown to a total of 
forty-four. In 1975-1976 an effort to identify additional 
Alaskan National Historic Landmarks resulted in a number of 
Russian America theme NHLs being designated: Holy 
Assumption Orthodox Church (Kenai), Holy Ascension Orthodox 
Church (Unalaska), New Russia Site (Yakutat), Bering 
Expedition Landing Site (Kayak Island), Sitka Spruce 
Plantation (Dutch Harbor), and Three Saints Bay Site (Kodiak 
Island). 

Recently there have been several additions. In 1985-86 
seven World war II sites were added, following a National 
Park Service theme study of the War in the Pacific. These 
included u. s. naval and army installations at Adak, Attu, 
Dutch Harbor, Sitka, Kodiak, and Ladd Field (Fairbanks), and 
the Japanese Occupation Site on Kiska Island. In 1986, the 
historic Kennecott copper mining complex was designated a 
National Historic Landmark, followed by the Russian American 
Company Building No. 29 (Sitka) in 1987. 

For the past five years the National Park Service has 
maintained an active National Historic Landmarks program 
through the Alaska Regional Office in Anchorage. One of its 
major efforts has been a series of boundary review studies 
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for some of the older Landmarks which were designated 
without specified boundaries. Clear Landmark boundaries, 
justified by the national significance of the resources 
within, are essential for effective land management and 
historic preservation planning. In Alaska, as land 
selections are completed under the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act, the boundary studies are especially 
critical. 

Since 1983, fifteen major studies have been completed for 
sites as remote, complex, and diverse as the Pribilof 
Islands (Seal Islands NHL), Russian-American Company Magazin 
(Erskine House), Ipiutak archeological site (Point Hope), 
and Skagway Historic District and White Pass. Extensive 
historical research has been undertaken, as well as detailed 
site documentation. In some cases, these studies constitute 
the single most complete source of historical information on 
the site. The boundary review studies for Russian-American 
sites--some done under contract, some by National Park 
Service historians--are included in this volume. 

Another accomplishment of the Alaska program is reflected in 
a series of completed National Historic Landmark Condition 
Assessment Reports. Under contract with the National Park 
Service, an Anchorage architectural firm has conducted 
detailed structural inspections of five National Historic 
Landmark structures, all of which are related to the 
Russian-American theme. Holy Assumption Orthodox Church and 
the Chapel of st. Nicholas, Kenai, and Holy Ascension 
Orthodox Church, Unalaska, were completed in 1985--three 
projects funded out of a total of twenty done nationally in 
this first year of the program. 

In 1986, two additional in-depth inspections were completed 
at St. George the Holy Martyr Orthodox Church, St. George 
Island, and the Company House, St. Paul Island, in the Seal 
Islands National Historic Landmark. In 1987 the program 
continues with two structures at the Kennecott mines. Final 
reports are available from the Regional Office in Anchorage. 

Because of the great distances and high costs of travel, it 
is not possible to monitor National Historic Landmarks in 
Alaska annually. However, in the last few years the 
Regional Office has established a program of periodic site 
visits to monitor potential threats and to assure that 
owners, especially those new to the program, are aware of 
the benefits available to Landmark properties. Since 1985, 
Regional Office staff historians and archeologists have made 
thirty-six site visits for these purposes. current 
information on site conditions is included in the annual 
"Section 8 Report to Congress on Threats to National 
Historic Landmarks. 
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NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS OF RUSSIAN AMERICA 

Although they are included under the broad theme of u. S. 
Political and Military Affairs, the National Historic 
Landmarks related to Russian America are a distinctive group 
of Alaskan sites. These sites span the history of Russian 
presence in Alaska from the landing of Vitus Bering's crew 
on Kayak Island, July 20, 1741, ta the raising of the 
American flag in Sitka, October 18, 1867. (Bering 
Expedition Landing Site NHL; American Flag Raising Site NHL) 

Many significant aspects of the colonial experience are 
represented by these Landmarks. The early period of contact 
and settlement is reflected in three archeological sites. 
Three Saints Bay Site, located near Old Harbor on Kodiak 
Island, was one of the first permanent Russian settlement in 
North America. It was established in 1784 by the 
Golikov-Shelikov Company and continued under Alexander 
Baranov's management until a tidal wave destroyed it in 
1792. 

The New Russia Site at Yakutat Bay was an outpost of the 
Kodiak settlement and a key location for trade along the 
coast. In 1805 the post was destroyed by the Tlingit 
Indians. Old Sitka, on the coast of Baranov Island in the 
Alexander Archipelago, was the site of another strategic 
outpost established in 1799 to extend Russian American 
Company dominance west and southward in resistance to the 
encroaching British fur trade. Old Sitka was destroyed by 
the Tlingits in 1802. 

Four additional Landmarks represent the activities of the 
Russian American Company in the colonies. The Seal Islands 
National Historic Landmark (Fur Seal Rookeries) recognizes 
the economic activity that drew the Russians to North 
American shores. The Seal Islands, today known as the 
Pribilofs, were discovered by the Russians in 1786 and 
exploited through use of Aleut labor until sale of the 
colonies in 1867. The Landmark includes rookeries, historic 
portions of the villages of St. Paul and St. George, and the 
archeological remains of seal hunting encampments on the 
islands. 

The Russian American Company Magazin (Erskine House) in 
Kodiak was built by Alexander Baranov as a warehouse for 
furs at this central distribution point in the colonies. 
The large two-story log building was also used by the Alaska 
Commercial Company, which succeeded the Russian American 
Company as a controlling factor in Alaska's economy and 
governance . 
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In Sitka, capital of the colonies from 1808 to 1867, a 
single Russian American Company residence stands to • 
represent company administration in that vital port city. 
Building No. 29, built of logs in a vernacular style, is 
important for its historic associations in the old Russian 
capital and as a rare example of a domestic structure from 
the Russian period. 

The Sitka Spruce Plantation on Amaknak Island is a unique 
Landmark, representing a little known Russian American 
Company activity. This small stand of weather-twisted trees 
is remains from an 1805 attempt to make the colony at 
Unalaska self-sufficient in timber. It is the oldest known 
afforestation project on the North American continent. 

As potent an agent of colonization as the Russian American 
Company, the Orthodox Church wrought profound cultural 
change among the native peoples of Alaska. Christianity, 
literacy, and health care were the instruments; the results 
live on in the names, traditions, and religious life in 
villages from the Aleutians to the panhandle. The physical 
legacy, a handful of rare and well preserved religious 
structures in the Russian tradition, is recognized by 
several National Historic Landmark designations. 

Sitka claims two of these Landmarks. The Russian Bishop's 
House, a two-story log structure of Russian vernacular 
design, was built in 1842 for the first Bishop of Alaska. 
It served as residence, office, chapel, and mission school. 
It has been restored by the National Park Service as part of 
Sitka National Historical Park. Nearby is St. Michael's 
Cathedral, episcopal seat of the Russian Orthodox Church in 
Alaska. Built in 1848, it was reconstructed from Historic 
American Buildings Survey drawings following a fire in 
January 1966. 

Two additional Orthodox churches are also National Historic 
Landmarks. Holy Ascension Orthodox Church was built by 
descendants of the Russian fur traders who established a 
post at Unalaska, ca. 1766. A major portion of the 
structure remains from the Russian period. Although 
constructed in the late nineteenth century, Holy Assumption 
Orthodox Church and st. Nicholas Chapel at Kenai are 
outstanding representatives of traditional Russian building 
types. 

Kathleen Lidfors, Historian 
National Park Service 
July 14, 1987 
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• RUSSIAN AMERICA THEME 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS 

Property Name Designated Location 

In Alaska 

American Flag Raising Site June 13, 1962 Sitka 

Bering Expedition 
Landing Site June 16, 1978 Kayak Island 

'uilding No. 29 May 28, 1987 Sitka 

ld Sitka Site June 13, 1962 Sitka vie. 

ssian Bishop's House June 13, 1962 Sitka 

Michael's Cathedral June 13, 1962 Sitka 

t Durham Site June 16, 1978 Taku Harbor 

Russia Site June 16, 1978 Yakutat vie. 

• Assumption 
)dox Church May 15, 1970 Kenai 

an-American 
lY Magazin June 13, 1962 Kodiak 

Saints Site June 16, 1978 Old Harbor vie. 

;cension 
x Church June 13, 1962 Unalaska 

)ruce Plantation June 16, 1978 Dutch Harbor 

ands June 13, 1962 Pribilof 
Islands 

i:-nia 

November 5, 1961 Fort Ross 

~ommander's House October 15, 1970 Fort Ross 

• December 29, 1962 Waimea vie. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

.-Wational Register of Historic Places 
~nventory-Nomination Form 

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel 

and or common St. Michael's Cathedral 

2. Location 

street & number Lincoln and Maksoutof f Streets 

city, town Sitka _ vicinity of 

state Alaska code 02 county 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
...x_ bu1lding\s) 

• 
structure 
site 

_ ob1ect 

Ownership 
_public 
.L._ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

Status 
_x__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 

yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Orthodo:.;: Church in America 
c/o Diocese of Sitka and Alaska 

street & number Bex 69 7 

Sitka Division 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

01'18 ,Ya, i!rJ4-0l]l1 

Exp~res LO-Jl-o7 

For NPS UM only 

received 

date entered 

_ not for publication 

code 220 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
~religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city. town Sitka _ vicinity of state Alaska 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse. registry of deeds. etc. Borough Recorder 

street & number City and Borough of Sitka 

city, town Sitka, state Alaska 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
See Continuation Sheet X 

~~~~~~~~~~~----~------------h_as __ th_i_s~p_ro~pe'"-rty-'-bee---n_d_e_te_r_m_i_ned ___ e_li_g_ib_le_? ___ -_-__ y~e_s __ =-=---"°-
date 

depository for survey re-cords 

ctty. town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
--X- excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _K_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_j(_ original site 

_moved date ------------

De•cribe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
• 

The Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel (commonly known as St. Michael's 
Cathedral) is in the center of the business district of Sitka, Alaska, the 
tewn which was the capital of Russian America from 1808 to 1867. Sitka is 
on the southwestern coast of Baranof Island in the Alexander Archipelago of 
Southeastern Alaska and is today a community of 8,000. The Cathedral stands 
at the junction of ~incoln and Maksutoff Streets, the former being a 
through-street, which divides and flows around the cathedral, while the 
latter dead-ends at the cathedral. The site is surrounded closely on all 
sides by the activities of the small town; a Lutheran church, an apartment 
house, and small businesses are across one street or the other from the 
cathedral. The visual appearance of the cathedral in respect to its 
surroundings has changed little in over 100 years. Its green domes and 
golden crosses dominate the skyline today as in the past, while the life of 
the community flows around it {Figures 1-6). 

The present cathedral is a reconstruction of the original building which 
burned to the ground in January 1966. The first structure was built betwe. 
1844 and 1848 and had had relatively little modification or renovation in 
118 years. At the time it burned, it was the oldest church structure from 
the Russian era in Alaska. The initial cathedral was built of native logs 
with clapboard siding. The roofs, with the exceptions of the domes which 
were metal, were of wood shingle and later replaced with asphalt shingles. 
The architect was the first Orthodox Bishop of Alaska, Innocent (Ioann 
Veniaminov) (Figure 7) • 

After the cathedral was destroyed in 1966, it was reconstructed using 
drawings made in 1961 by the Historic American Buildings Survey: The object 
of the reconstruction was to create a reproduction of the original 
structure, while incorporating modern fire-resistant materials. The 
building today is constructed of concrete and steel walls with vinyl siding 
recreating the original texture, with asphalt roof shingles and copper 
.roofing on the domes. As the HABS drawings with measurements are available, 
and the cathedral is built to these specifications, only a general 
description will be given of the exterior and interior design, the emphasis 
here being on the interior furnishings, which will be described in detail 
(see HABS drawings, Nos. AK-1). 

The Cathedral of the Archangel Michael is constructed in the form of a Greek 
cross with a belltower, with the exterior elevations expressing interior 
spaces. The design of the church is described by one authority as "neither 
Byzantine nor Gothic. One often encounters churches of this style in St. 
Petersburg in Russia. It originated at the end of the last (18th) and 
beginning of the present (19th) centuries. 11 1 The favored architects of t. 
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era of the European Enlightenment in Russia w~re two Italians, Count 
Bartholomew Rastrelli and his son, who designed such Rococco edifices as the 
Winter Palace and the Smolny Institute. The Cathedral, while a simple 
wooden building, bears the hallmarks of the Rastrelli touch, that is, a 
large dome with interior expression, affixed on a typical Russian village 
church with chapel wings. The origin of this concept in Alaska may be seen 
in drawings of another church designed by Bishop Innocent, the Church of the 
Holy Ascension, built at Unalaska in the Aleutian -Islands in 1825. There, 
too, the church had two domes, one reflecting the inner space of the center 
of the cross (Figure 8). 

The cathedral is 67 feet in facade by 96 feet 8 inches in depth. It is 
painted light blue-grey, with white trim. In the center of the western 
facade is a 40 foot-one inch belltower topped by a cupola with eight arched 
openings and a bell in each, a needle-like dome and a three-bar Orthodox 
cross. A balustrade encircles the cupola. On the top half of the tower all 
of the windows are false. Between two 15-light false windows on the north, 
south, and west elevations is a round clock with Roman numerals and a 

•
diment. The entrance to the cathedral is through central double doors in 
e lower floor of the belltower into the vestibule or narthex. The nave 

is directly east of the narthex. Its exterior walls extend west of the two 
chapels which form the arms of the cruciform plan. The dome is octagonal, 
each side having a window. An eight-sided cupola with an onion-shaped dome 
is atop the structural dome. On top of the decorative onion dome is a 
three-bar cross. The apse is the eastern-most section of the cathedral and 
exactly duplicates the exterior walls of·the nave in dimension. Two chapels 
extend from the north and south sides of the nave and are identi~al in 
measurements. In both the north and south elevations there is a double 
door, neither of which is in use. The public areas of the cathedral are 
well-lighted by the windows in the dome, two large windows in each chapel 
and a window on the north and south walls of the nave. There are, in 
addition, a number of false windows decorating the exterior elevations 
(Figures 10-15). 

The interior of the cathedral is similar in design, for the most part, to 
the original, but there are a few significant variations. The cruciform 
plan of the interior is immediately apparent as one enters the doors from 
the west, as it would have been prior to 1966 (Figures 16-23}. The walls 
and ceiling are covered in a rough natural-colored sail-cloth, as was the 
original, although in the prototype the cloth was painted blue.2 The 
ceiling over the western portion of the nave is horizontal and also covered 
with natural-colored sailcloth. This gives way over the center to an open 
dome which covers the middle of the naves and is centered over the Bishop's 
~one. In the original church this dome was supported by eight columns; in 
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the present structure there are four columns. Now the columns are of steel 
and concrete, covered by sail-cloth (Figure 24); they formerly were of wood 
painted to look like marble (Figures 25, 26). 

It is the presence of a remarkable collection of Russian religious art, 
encompassing the entire epoch of the Russian presence in America that 
distinguishes this cathedral. Works of extraordinary beauty are on the ikon 
screens which divide the nave and the chapels from the altars, and because 
this is still an active church, several of the cathedral's most valuable 
ikons, in terms of age and quality of workmanship, are hung on the walls. 
Many additional ikons which once were displayed on the walls of the chapels 
or in the sanctuaries are now protected in five sealed cases. All of these 
ikons were preserved when the original cathedral burned. 

In the center of the nave on a raised dais is a backless cushioned seat 
which is the Bishop's Throne, designating this as the ruling cathedral of 
the diocese. On the floor in front of the throne is an elaborately 
embroide~ed rug or "orlets" upon which the bishop stands during divine 
services. T~is item and a companion orlets in front of the altar behind 
ikonostasis are associated with the cathedral from its earliest days.3 

The ikonostasis in the main sanctuary is dedicated to the Archangel (or St.) 
Michael. The framework is a reconstruction, while the Deacon's Doors, the 
Royal Doors, and all but one of the ikons are original. The Italian Rococco 
design of the framework is in marked contrast to the simple lines of the 
exterior and interior walls of the cathedral (Figures 27, 28). The screen 
is of wood, painted white with lavish gold trim along the margins of the 
screen and around the ikons, and is a copy of the original, a fragment 
having been saved from the fire. There are twelve ikons on this screen, six 
large ones on the screen itself and six on the Royal Doors in its center. 
All are from the original building. Both the ikon of Christ the Savior to 
the right of the doors and of the Virgin to the left are partially 
embellished by a silver riza, skillfully carved to render the draperies of 
the figures' clothing. There is little known about the origin of these 
ikons, except that they are of the 18th- and 19th-century naturalistic style 
of ikonography popular in Russia at the time the cathedral was built. They, 
as all of the six large ikons on the screen, are built into the wooden frame 
and each is surrounded by an elaborate gilt frame. Also of note on the 
ikonostasis are the ikons of the Archangel Michael on the far right (Figure 
29) and of St. Nicholas on the far left (Figure 30). Both of these figures 
are also draped in silver robes. The Royal Doors in the center of the 
ikonostasis are ornately carved in silver, covered with gold paint. The six 

• 
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ikons in the door are carved in relief in silver and represent the four 
evangelists on the four corners while the Annunciation and the Theotokos 
(Mother of God) are in the middle tier. It is reported that "For the twelve 
ikons which adorn the entire screen, over fifty pounds of silver were used, 
of the aggregate value of no less than $6,000.00."4 All of these ikons and 
the Royal Doors were in the original church and have been recently restored 
(compare Figures 31, 32). 

On the walls of the dome and of the chapels are a number of large paintings 
of fine quality which are representative of western religious art (Figures 
33, 34). They depict scenes from the Old and New Testament, and according 
to one authority, were presented to the cathedral by Count Victor Kochubei 
and/or Countess Anna Orlova, closely identified with both Tsars Alexander I 
( 1800-1825) and Nicholas I (1825-1855) • 

The ikon screens of both side chapels are in reality walls which project 
several feet into the chapel interiors, with central double doors and ikons 

t ng on either side (Figures 35, 36). The chapel on the north is dedicated 
Our Lady of Kazan. On the left side of the Royal Doors, leading to the 

apel's sanctuary and altar, is an ikon of the Virgin of Kazan {Figures 
37-39). It is popularly known as "the Sitka Madonna" and is frequently on 
tour throughout the United States and Europe. This ikon has a finely carved 
silver riza with gold highlights covering all but the faces of the Virgin 
and Child and the latter's right hand. This ikon has been attributed to a 
famous Russian portrait artist, Vladimir Lukich Borovikovsky (1758-1826), 
who was a favorite of Empress Catherine II (the Great). Also by, 
Borovikovsky is an ikon to the right of the chapel doors of Christ 
Pantocrator, or Christ the Judge (Figure 40). It too has a riza of silver 
and gilt which drapes the figure, and is the same size as the Sitka Madonna. 
The two are clearly a pair, the intricate working of the riza as well as the 
haloes being the same. ~ 

The chapel on the south was dedicated originally to St. John the Baptist and 
Prince Alexander Nevsky. Following the cathedral's reconstruction, this 
chapel was dedicated in 1978 to honor the builder of the cathedral, Bishop 
Innocent, who in 1977 had been declared a. saint by the Orthodox Church. 
Hence, the chapel once known as the Chapel of the Precursor (St. John the 
Baptist) is today the Chapel of St. Innocent. Its "ikon screen" duplicates 
the pattern of the other chapel, being a wall with double doors and ikons 
hung on either side. Above the door is an ikon of the Last Supper with a 
riza artfully carved to form the bodies of Christ and His disciples with 
silver rays forming haloes around each figure (Figures 41-43) • 

• 
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There are five display cases containing some of the notable treasures of the 
cathedral, two in each chapel and one in the nave (see drawing of interior 
and Figures 44-46). The lists of case contents which follow do not, 
however, include every item in the cases, but those about which information 
is available or positive identification has been made. 

Case One (in the north chapel, Figure 47): 

The Festival Ikon of St. Michael, with a riza stamped 1815, is 
oil on canvas. There is a central panel of the Archangel 
Michael with a snyaxis (gathering) of angels and 24 surrounding 
scenes, twelve represen~ing the major feasts of the church 
calendar and twelve being scenes depicting the miracles 
attributed to the Archangel. The scenes are depicted in the 
neoclassical style. Repousee silver covers much of the surface, 
each scene being well defined in relief. 

A large Gospel with silver detailing and a chalice of silver •• 
These are a set which were taken to Fort Ross, the Russian 
colony in California, in 1816 and brought to Sitka in 1841, when 
the Russians sold their possessions there to John Sutter. The 
Gospel has a red velvet binding. The silver plaques on the 
corners are stamped 1814, with the inspection stamp of Moscow. 
There is a central scene of the Resurrection with the 
evangelists represented on the four corners. St. Luke is 
missing, and the plaque has been replaced by a plain metal 
corner. It is inscribed to the church by the Russian Imperial 
Chancellor Nicholas Rumiantsev. The Gospel itself bears the 
date of publication of 1809. 

Two silver chalices, one dated 1819 and another, 1821. The 
former has four miniatures on its base and cup; those on the cup 
are painted on mother-of-pearl, while those on the base are 
painted on silver. This distinctive piece, with filigree 
detailing, is a companion to a Gospel in Case 5 (below) and a 
crucifix in Case 3. 

A pair of wedding crowns used in Orthodox marriage ceremonies. 
They are of silver and gilt and date from 1866. Each has four 
oval porcelain enamel medallions. 

• 



NPS Form 10·900-a 
Q.a2) 

OMB No. !024-00l8 
Erpires lO-Jl-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

a4ational Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet DESCRIPTION Item number 7 Page 6 

A chalice cover which was once used in the Chapel of the 
Annunciation in the Bishop's Residence. It is embroidered with 
pure gold thread. 

Richly embroidered vestments also are in this case. 

Case Two (in the north chapel, Figure 48): 

The oldest ikon in the cathedral's collection. This is an ikon 
of the Holy Trinity, which originally hung on the wall of the 
south chapel across the cathedral. This ikon is in the 
Byzantine style. 

Another early ikon, the Virgin of the Sign, also in the 
Byzantine style. 

An ikon of the Annuciation rendered entirely in ivory. 

411tse Three (in the front left of the nave, Figure 49): 

• 

Items associated with the designer and builder of the cathedral 
who was al so the fir st: Or t:10dox Bi shop of Alaska, Bi shop 
Innocent (Veniaminov), including: 

A crucifix inlaid with pearl, which was presented to Bishop 
Innocent upon his consecration as bishop in 1840. 

A Gospel printed in 1759 which was donated to Bishop Innocent in 
1846 by the Archimandrite of Holy Trinity and St. Sergius 
Monastery in Russia. 

A Gospel bound entirely in silver, in Aleutr translated by 
Bishop Innocent himself using the alphah~t which he created. It 
was originally completed in 1828 and pubJished in 1840. 

Bishop Innocent's miter (Figure 50). 

An embroidered communion set for the sick. 

A heavy silver crucifix, made in 1824 and decorated with six 
cloisonne miniatures • 

A chalice cover embroidered in silk thread. 
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A scale-model 13-inch miniature of the cathedral made of silver 
with gilt overlay.· The domes and the cupola of the bell-tower 
are of cloisonne. There are three oval porcelain enamel plaques 
on the bell tower representing the Sitka Madonna, St. Michael 
the Archangel, and Bishop Innocent of ·Irkutsk (not to be 
confused with Bishop Innocent of Alaska). This exquisite 
tabernacle which, before the fire, was used to carry communion 
to the sick, was made in Russia and donated to the cathedral by 
its St. Nicholas Brotherhood in 1906. 

An ikon, almost entirely covered by a silver riza, of Sts. 
Zosimas and Sabbatius. It bears the date 1843 and an 
inscription indicating that the ikon was presented to the 
cathedral by the crew and passengers of the ship "Heir 
Alexander" in gratitude for their survival through a severe • 
storm in 1842. A companion of this ikon, presented by one 
George Chernik, is in an adjoining case and is known as "The 
Protection of the Virgin" (see below). 

A Gospel, weighing some 25 pounds and bound entirely in silver 
with repousee scenes of the Resurrection (on the front) and the 
Nativity (on the back). This Gospel originally stood on the 
altar of the main sanctuary. It is part of a set with a Chalice 
and Crucifix which both bear the dates 1819; these cpmpanion 
pieces, however, are in other cases (see Case 1 and Case 3 
above) • 

Case Five (in the south chapel, Figure 52): 

An ikon of Our Lady, Joy of the Afflicted, which bears the date 
1763. It is of tempera on wood with a silver gilt frame and 
appliqued pearls, beads and semi-precious stones decorating the 
robes of the Virgin. This ikon was in the Chapel of Our Lady of 
Kazan prior to the fire. 

An ikon of the Protection of the Virgin, which is the companion 
to the ikon of Saints Zosimas and Sabbatius, noted above. It 
bears an inscription commemorating a perilous escape at sea in 
1842 and the riza is stamped "1843." Its elaborately carved 
riza covers all but the faces of the figures. • 
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• 

An ikon of Our Lady of Vladimir with the date 1847 stamped on 
the silver gilt riza. The haloes of the Virgin a~d Child are of 
semi-precious stones. 

An ikon of the Appearance of the Virgin to St. Sergius of 
Radonezh, which is tempera on wood with a silver gilt riza. The 
date is illegible, but the Moscow inspection seal has been dated 
ca. 1780. 

An ikon of the Image of Christ Not Made by Hand, of tempera on 
wood with a silver riza and a silver gilt halo. The riza bears 
the date 1826. 

An ikon of St. Nicholas, oil on wood, with silver riza and 
silver gilt halo. The date on the riza is 1825. The ikon is 
painted in the naturalistic Western style • 

An ikon of St. John the Baptist, an ikon believed to be from the 
17th century, with a silver riza of later origin. 

The above items do not exhaust the treasures of the Cathedral of St. Michael 
the Archangel. On the walls and behind the ikonostasis within the three 
sanctuaries are other ikons, church utensils, and furnishings which have 
been identified with Orthodox worship in Alaska from the middle of the 19th 
Century when the diocese was created and the cathedral built (Figures 
53-37). They are displayed in a manner consistent with the atmosphere of 
the cathedral, which is still a house of worship • 

• 
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Period 
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•

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
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~ 1800-1899 
_x_ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture_l religion 
_archeology-historic ___ conservation __ law _science 
__ agriculture ___ economics ____ literature __ sculpture 
..x:.,_ architecture __ education __ military _ social/ 
-x- art . __ engineering _ music humanitarian 
___ commerce __ exploration1sett1ement __ philosophy _ theater 
_ com"'unications ____ industry _ politics;government _transportation 

1844-48/ 19 72- 76 

___ invention _other (specify) 

Builder1Architect Bishop Innocent (Veniaminov)/ 
Sergei Padukov 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Significance 

The Cathedral of St. Michael the Archangel in Sitka, Alaska, is the 
principal representative of Russian cultural influence in the 19th century 
in North America. Sitka was the capital of Russian America from 1808, and 
after 1867, the capital of Alaska until 1906. From 1840 to 1872, Sitka was 
the seat of an Orthodox diocese which governed all of North America, and 
thereafter, it continued as the seat of the diocese of Alaska. The 
cathedral was at the geographical center of the community and was also its 
educational and religious hub. From this post the church reached thousands 
of Native Alaskans, having a profound cultural impact, offering them not 
only a new religion and way of life, but also providing them with education, 
health care, and often protection against civil authorities. The cathedral 

•
as by the far the largest and most imposing religious edifice in Alaska 
ntil well into the 20th century. It was, as well, an excellent example of 

Russian church architecture, incorporating classic Russian features of the 
cruciform design with ~lements of the Italian Rococco, popular in Russia in 
the early 19th century. Although the present cathedral is a reconstruction 
Of the original~ it has lost none of its significance~ Nearly all of the 
ikons and religious artifacts, many donated by wealthy Russians and Imperial 
government officials in the early 19th century, were saved from the fire 
which destroyed the cathedral in 1966 and have been replaced in.the new 
building. The structure itself has been rebuilt on the original site 
according to measured drawings of the Historical American Buildings Survey. 
The building, although varying from the original in use of fire-resistant 
materials and some interior details, is a very close reproduction. The 
cathedral is also intimately identified with its designer and first 
officiant, the first Bishop of Alaska, Innocent; renowned not only for his 
religious writings, but also for works on the ethnography of Alaska, 
linguistics, and history, and as a church designer. In 1977, Innocent was 
declared a saint by the Orthodox Christian church. Under the bishop's 
aegis, the cathedral was closely associated with a Seminary and a school~ 
both of which operated for many years. These were housed in the bishop's 
residence, the Russian Bishop's House, which is now a National Historic 
Landmark within the Sitka National Historical Park. The cathedral is still 
in use as a house of worship and is still the seat of the Orthodox Bishop of 
Sitka and Alaska, thus providing a continuing link with America's Russian 
heritage • 

• 



NP'S Form 10·900-• 
0-UI 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
lnventory--Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Significance Item number 8 

Histor:i: 

OMS No. 1024-001! 
Expires lO-Jl-81 

Page 2 

In 1808, the Chief Manager of the Russian American Company, Alexander 
Baranov, moved his main office from Kodiak to the newly fortified site of 
New Archangel (Novo-Arkhangel'sk) in Southeast Alaska. The town, which came 
to be called Sitka after the Russians left America, thus became the 
administrative center of Russia's possessions not only in Alaska but also in 
California. In 1867 Russia sold her possessions in Alaska to the United 
States. Sitka continued as the administrative center of the region, and 
when a Territorial Government was formed, it became the capital. It was the 
seat of government and principal town of Alaska until 1906, when the capital 
was moved to the new boom town of Juneau. 

From the first, Alexander Baranov ~nvisioned Sitka as more than just another 
fortified post. Although he had shown little interest in the Orthodox 
Mission at Kodiak and had often been at odds with its leadership, he set • 
about equipping the new town with a church suited to the grand role he . 
foresaw for his capital. He requested that the finest of church furnishings 
be sent to Sitka from Russia for use in the chapel which one of his 
employees had erected. He also asked for a priest. In 1813, a quantity of 
religious t=easures destined for Sitka were lost when the Russian ship 
"Neva" sank off the coast of Baranoff Island, not far from Sitka. A number 
of items were salvaged from the wreckage, however, most notably a large 
silver-covered ikon of the patron saint of the chapel, St. Michael the 
Archangel.I Three years later, in 1816, Fr. Alexander Sokolov atrived from 
Russia to become Sitka's first priest; he brought with him the Festival Ikon 
of St. Michael.2 Both of these ikons of St. Michael are still part of the 
interior furnishings of the present-day reconstructed cathedral, the 
silver-covered ikon being on the right side of the main ikonostasis and the 
Festal Ikon of St. Michael in a display case in the Chapel of Our Lady of 
Kazan (Case 1). In 1834, the Russian American Company replaced the old and 
decrepit chapel-church with a new one, also dedicated to St. Michael. 

The construction of the new church coincided with the arrival in Sitka of a 
new priest, Pr. Ioann Veniaminov. This Siberian-born priest had had 
experience in Alaska, having served for ten years at Unalaska, where he had 
designed and built a two-domed church, introduced an alphabet and literacy 
to the Aleuts, founded a school, and prepared extensive analyses of Aleut 
customs. In New Archangel he conducted the same kind of broadly-conceived 
evangelizing. The Tlingit Indians of Southeast Alaska had been resistant to 
Christian missions, but Father Veniaminov won the confidence of the Tlingi~ 
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chiefs by introducing smallpox vaccine to them in 1836 and saving many 
lives. He also developed a Tlingit alphabet and vocabulary, thereby 
encouraging literacy. In 1840, the Russian Holy Synod consecrated Fr. Ioann 
as Bishop Innocent, the first Bishop of Kamchatka, the Kurile and Aleutian 
Islands (that is, Alaska). New Archangel was designated as the seat of a 
diocese which spanned the Pacific, embracing all of Russia's eastern-most 
territories. In 1858 Innocent became an Archbishop retaining jurisdiction 
over Alaska but with his headquarters in Siberia. Innocent became the head 
of the church in Russia when, in 1868, he was named Metropolitan of Moscow. 
In 1977 the Orthodox Christian Church declared him a saint. Innocent's 
career in Alaska embraced architecture, linguistics, ethnography, history, 
public health, education, as well as ecclesiastical administration. His 
books on Aleut ethnography are still considered authoritative; the cathedral 
which he designed was considered the finest representative of Russian church 
architecture in North America; the schools which he founded operated well 
into the 20th century, educating scores of Native Alaskans for participation 
in public life. The instructions which he gave the Russian missionaries 
serving in his diocese were extremely tolerant of Native customs and helped 
~ease the meeting of western and Native cultures. 

In his first year as Bishop at New Archangel Innocent began to design a 
cathedral for the new diocese. Three years later, in 1844, the cornerstone 
was laid and on November 20, 1848, the Cathedral of St. Michael the 
Archangel was dedicated. It was constructed with funds provided by the 
Russian-American Company. The bells were forged in the local foundries, and 
Bishop Innocent himself built the clock which was placed in the belltower • 

. 
From the outset and until the present day, St. Michael's Cathedral has 
served as the hub of an educational and cultural center which influenced 
lives as far away as Russian Mission on the Yukon River and Atka in the 
Aleutian Islands. In 1841, Bishop Innocent founded a Seminary, attached to 
the Cathedral. This institution offered a rigorous curriculum of higher 
education, designed primarily for Natives destined to serve the church in 
Alaska, but it also provided the education that gained many Natives and 
creoles (those of Russian and Native parentage) access to uppper-rank 
employment with the Russian-American Company.3 In addition to the Seminary, 

I 
1 the Bishop started a school for elementary and secondary education~ 

orphanages were often associated with these schools. These establishments 
functioned throughout the bishop's term in Alaska and sporadically 
thereafter. Not until 1929 were the school and orphanage permanently 
closed. The seminary transferred to Siberia when Bishop Innocent moved 
there as Archbishop, but re-opened again in 1906 and functioned for several 
years thereafter. The students of these schools came from all over Alaska; 
~t returned to their home communities to take up leadership positions 
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there, but many went on to advanced work in Russia and were posted to 
churches outside Alaska, elsewhere in North America. The schools were 
housed in the bishop's residence, which is now known as The Bishop's House, 
or the Russian Orphanage, and is a National Historic Landmark currently 
being restored by the National Park Service (Figure 58). 

The Orthodox Church in Alaska went into a period of decline after Bishop 
Innocent and particularly after the see was removed to San Francisco in 
1872. For thirty years, the Bishop of Alaska lived outside Alaska and only 
visited the northern parishes on occasion. Many of the treasures of the 
cathedral were taken to San Francisco. But in 1904, Alaska was made a 
vicariate and received its own bishop for the first time since 1872. For a 
period of 20 years, that is until the Soviet government in Russia cut off 
all funds for the American Orthodox church, there was a revival of diocesan 
life and new forms of activity. In addition to the school-orphanage and 
seminary which were re-opened, a Temperance Society and Brotherhood were 
formed within the Cathedral. The latter, with the dean of the cathedral 
always as president, promoted health by financially supporting literacy 
through a program of translations and teaching the membership to read. T~ 
Brotherhood, which included women members, also was responsible for a numb1!11' 
of gifts to the cathedral, most notably an exquisite golden miniature which 
was used to carry communion to the sick.4 This organization also proved 
vital in maintaining the cathedral throughout the many lean years after 
Russian funds were cut off and in promoting projects aimed at repair and 
restoration of the project; in 1909, the Brotherhood, for example, financed 
another scale-model replica of the cathedral, this designed for display at 
the Smithsonian Exposition in San Francisco (Figures 59 and 60). The 
Temperance Society was somewhat older than the Brotherhood, being formed in 
1896, and included non-Orthodox members, both male and female. It was 
active for several decades in promoting sobriety and producing educational 
literature on the dangers of alcoholism. Under the leadership of the 
cathedral deans and, subsequently, the resident bishops, similar 
brotherhoods and societies were formed in other parishes, providing 
education, health, and charitable support for many communities.5 

Besides the support from its Brotherhood, the Cathedral of St. Michael 
received the patronage of many wealthy Russians and grateful parishioners. 
Until the North American Orthodox see was moved to San Francisco, the Sitka 
Cathedral was the only Orthodox Cathedral in North America. And, 
thereafter, the cathedral and its diocese were recipients of gifts through 
the Russian Imperial Mission Society, founded by Metropolitan Innocent, the 
same who had been the first bishop in America. Some gifts were from the 
humble workers of the Russian-American Company; most notable among these is 
the icon of Our Lady of Kazan, or the Sitka Modonna.6 Other gifts were fr41t 
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the exalted ranks of the nobility, such as Prince Kochubei and Countess 
Orlova, associates of the Emperors Alexander I and Nicholas I.7 Survivors 
of shipwrecks presented the cathedral with works of art in gratitude.B The 
Orthodox hierarchy in Russia looked fondly on the fledgling mission and 
supplied the cathedral on the far reaches of empire with costly utensils and 
elegant books. This rich collection of art and artifact accumulated through 
120 years. 

The cathedral structure itself influenced church life elsewhere in Alaska. 
The architectural style of the cathedral was copied at Russian Mission on 
the Yukon River. In 1894, the priest there, Zakharii Bel'kov, who had spent 
several years in Sitka as a young man, designed and built a domed church 
which closely resembled the Sitka Cathedral. This church graced the shores 
of the Yukon until 1930 (Figure 61). The present Church of the Elevation of 
the Holy Cross on the same site is designed to recall the features of that 
original "cathedral on the Yukon," and is, therefore, an echo of the Sitka 
cathedral.9 

• 
1962, St. Michael Cathedral was named a National Historic Landmark by the 

tional Park Service. At the time of its nomination it was the oldest 
surviving church of the Russian era in Alaska and, therefore, in all of 
North America. Its exceptional architecture, its identification with Bishop 
(Saint) Innocent, its artistic treasures representing the best of the 
Russian ecclesiastical art in North America -- all were mentioned as 
justification for the honor of NHL status. 

On Sunday, January 2, 1966, tragedy struck. A fire which destroyed much of 
downtown Sitka, also razed the cathedral (Figure 62). Residents and 
parishioners·were able to save nearly all of the cathedral's artistic and 
religious treasures, including the Royal Doors in the center of the 
ikonostasis and the chandelier. Of the most valuable or revered items, only 
the bells, hand-wrought in Sitka, the large ikon of the Last Supper above 
the Royal Doors, and the clock in the bell-tower, constructed by hand by 
Bishop Innocent, were lost. Almost immediately state government and 
community leaders began an ecumenical and secular campaign to rebuild the 
cathedral. Measured drawings made by the Historic American Buildings Survey 
in 1961 were used in the reconstruction by the project architect, Sergei 
Padukov of Toms Riveri New Jersey, and an extensive project to restore the 
ikons was undertaken. 0 Although the building today appears to be a 
faithful reconstruction of the original, there are some variations from the 
first structure due to the requirements of fire-resistant materials and 
structural safety, and limited funds. In 1976 the newly reconstructed 

• 
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Cathedral of St. Michael was dedicated, and in 1978 the old Chapel of St. 
John the Baptist (The Precursor) was rededicated in honor of St. Innocent 
(Veniaminov} of Alaska. 

The minor deviations on the exterior and the incomplete or nonhistoric 
appearance of certain interior finishings do not affect the basic 
significance of the structure. The interior failings are overshadowed by 
the presence of the original furnishings, ikons, and paintings. In 1973 the 
cathedral, while under reconstruction, was re-entered in the National 
Register of Historic Places because of the church's social and cultural 
impact, the priceless ikons, furnishings, and metal items from the original 
building, and because of the near-accurate reconstruction made possible by 
the availability of HABS drawings.11 Those considerations remain valid 
today. 

St. Michael's Cathedral is viewed by residents and visitors alike as a 
unique representative of the Russian presence in Alaska. Its location on 
its orig in al site in Sitka, its continuing use as an Orthodox house of ., 
worship and as the seat of the Bishop of Sitka and Alaska, its store of 
priceless and beatuful ikons and other art, all evoke the days when Sitka 
was the capital of Russia's eastern-most territory, and the Cathedral of St. 
Michael the Archangel was its crowning jewel. 

• 
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(Dashkevich), "The Russian Orthodox Cathedral of the Archangel Michael 
at Sitka," (in English) Russian Orthodox American Messenger, III (1899) 
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St. Michael Cathedral is on Tract L of the Russian Greek Church Mission 
Reserves pursuant to Act of Congress, June 6, 1900, and recorded on o.s. 
Survey No. 404, 1905. It consists of 0.16 acres. 

Commencing at corner number 1 as designated on the plat of U.S. Survey No. 
404, situate at Sitka, District of Alaska, such corner being the point of 
beginning, thence S. 29° 36' E, a distance of 0.39 chains to corner number 
2; thence S. eso 45 1 E. a distance of 0.79 chains to corner number 3; thence 
N. 62° 31' E. a distance of 0.60 chains to corner number 4; thence N. 220 
34 1 E. a distance of 0.50 chains to corner number 5; thence N. 27° 49' W. a 
distance of 0.52 chains to corner number 6; thence N. 640 59' W. a distance 
of 0.41 chains to corner number 7; thence s. 630 53' w. a distance of 0.78 
chains to corner number 8; thence s. 290 33' w. a distance of 0.77 chains to 
corner number 1, the point of . .,beginning • 

• 
e boundaries of St. Michael Cathedral National Historic Landmark conform 

the historic plat contained in the U.S. Land Survey conducted in 1904 and 
recorded in 1905. Widening of Lincoln Street on the north side of the 
Cathedr has intruded approximately 4-5 feet into the property, rounding 
corner number 8, but not affecting the structure. 

The dotted line on the accompanying site drawing represents the original 
boundary as described above, while the solid line marks the curb around the 
structure • 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL !IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
t:tftkl'H:>wn; 

The Russian Bishop's House site includes the Russian Bishop's House and two 
ancillary buildings: the Old School and House No. 105. The Russian Bishop's 
House is a two-story log structure, 42 feet in width and 63 feet in length. The 
Old School is a two-story frame structure, measuring 18 feet by 32 feet, and 
located immediately east of the Russian Bishop's House. House No. 105 is a 
one-story frame structure 26 feet by 28 feet(+), located northwest of the 
Russian Bishop's House. -

The Ru~sian Bishop 1 s Hou;Se was. ,built net:Ween 1841 and 1843. It was divided 
lengthw.ise int«) n.ine bays, eaCh 1 feet in dimension, or one sazhen, a Russian unit of 
measure. 
The bays were typically fenestrated with four light casement windows topped by 
two light transom. The second floor south windows were made up of six light 
casement windows topped by a two light transom. 

A hip roof, probably of board material originally, covered the house. This roof 
was supported by a sophisticated system of rafters and tie beams which, in 
effect, functioned as trusses. 

Attached to the east and west ends of the main structure were subordinate shed 
roofed structures known as galleries. These were of heavy timber framed con
struction and housed stairways, storage, latrines, and entryways. The galleries 
extended the full width of the main structure and were fourteen feet (+) in 
width. -

The main structure was sided on the south side (probably in 1851) with weather
boarding. The galleries were enclosed by a board and batten vertical siding. 
The log wal1 of the north e1evation remained exposed until the 1887 rehabilita
tions. 

The building became the education and administrative headquarters of the Orthodox 
faith in Alaska, although under ownership of the Russian American Company. The 
first floor of the building housed administrative offices, classrooms, living 
quarters, and the kitchen. The second floor housed the chapel, the Church of 
the Annunciation, and Bishop Innocent's (Ivan Veniaminov) living quarters. 

There were problems with the structure as time passed. The roof leaked and the 
unseasoned wal1 logs shrank as they air-dried in place. The side galleries were 
roofed with sheet iron in 1849. In 1850 Bishop Innocent made recornnendations 
for the rehabilitation of the structure to the Cathedral Arch-Priest Peter 
Litvinstsiev~ who fonnalized the request in a report to the New Archangel 
Ecclesiastical Consistory. 
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In 1867 following the purchase of Alaska by the U.S. Government, the Russian 
American Company transferred ownership of the site, along with other church
related properties, to the Russian Orthodox Church in North America. Sometime 
after 1867 and prior to 1885, a small porch was constructed at the main entry on 
the south elevation of the Russian Bishop's House. 

In 1872 permission was given to transfer the seat of the diocese to San Francisco. 
During the absence of the Bishop, spatial uses were altered: living quarters 
for the priests were moved upstairs and a second-floor kitchen was added. 
However, the house suffered much neglect, and by early 1886 permission had 
been sought from the St. Petersburg Synod for major repair work. It was com
pleted in May 1887 under the supervision of Peter Callsen. 

The 1887 repair and rehabilitation work is one of the key events in the build
ing's history. The original timber-framed stairwell galleries were replaced and 
siding was placed on all four sides of the structure. Rotted sill logs were 
replaced in the north wall. The interior was repaired and painted. Two doors 
in the chapel were sealed and a new one installed. Also at this time nearly an 
entire interior crosswall was removed, creating the large southwest room on the 
first floor of the house. During the late 1880's part of the lower floor was 
used as an inn for travelers. 

In approximately 1896 a small one-story frame addition that functioned as a 
washroom was added to the east gallery. Also during the 1890's a door into the 
north end of the west ga11ery was closed. It is also probable that the roof was 
reshingled very early in the twentieth century. By the turn of the century the 
two original classrooms on the first floor were being used as bedrooms for 
orphaned boys. 

In 1903 an auxillary diocese was established for the Aleutian Islands and 
Alaska with a Bishop at Sitka. This was the first time since 1872 that a 
Bishop had been in full-time residence in the Bishop's House. Now the space 
functions again changed as the priests made room on the second floor for the 
Bishop. 

During the twentieth century the first floor of the Bishop's House continued to 
evolve in use 1~hile the second floor continued to house the chapel and the 
Bishop's quarters. During the 1920's (and possibly earlier) local newspapers, 
the Sitka Sun and Sitka Tribune, were both printed in the building in conjunc
tion with a church printing shop . 

' .. 
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During the late 1920 1 s the lower floor was converted into three apartments, 
while the large room in the southwest corner of the building was used for 
meetings and other activities. It is likely that electrical and plumbing 
systems were initially installed by this time. In 1936 the corrmunity library 
was housed in the large southwest room after the library building burned. 

In 1949 this same room was turned into a gift shop, and the west window in the 
south wall was enlarged for a door. The Sitka Historical Society also used the 
room for a meeting place and artifact storage from 1957 through November 1966. 
The first floor apartments were closed in 1967. Finally, in 1969, Bishop 
Theodosius moved into a new residence, leaving the building empty. 

The Old School was constructed in the late summer of 1897 for a kindergarten and 
girls' classes. A circa 1900 photograph shows the building had a masonry 
chimney and four-over-four light, double-hung windows. These are still in 

• 

existence, although deteriorated to varying degrees. A circa 1905 photograph . • 
shows wood shingle roofing. By that year, gutters and downspouts had been 
installed. Church records show that in 1908 repairs were made to floor, windows, 
doors, and fireplace. In a circa 1915 photograph an enclosed stairway, an 
addition, shows at the north end of the building. The date of this addition is 
not known. It is still in existence although in a deteriorated condition. 

In March of 1922, Bishop Dashkevich recommended the entrance of the Old School 
face the American public school to its east. Consequently the original west 
entrance was closed up and replaced with a double-hung window. The interior 
stairway at the west entrance was removed. A 1924 photograph shows the addition 
of a stairway on the east exterior. This stairway is no longer present. 

There is little documentation concerning changes to the Old School from the 
1940 1 s to the present. In 1922 there were large undivided rooms on both floors. 
In a 1943 photograph it appears that north-south center wa11s were installed in 
both the upstairs and the downstairs rooms. Asphalt shingle siding was applied 
in 1963 and removed in 1981. A 1965 photograph shows a structure attached to 
the north end of the building; this structure has since been removed. In the 
1960 1 s and 1970 1 s it appears the building became a tenement. The interior now 
includes a living room/bedroom area at the south end of the building, entry way 
and storage area, and kitchen area on each floor. 

The third building at the site, House No. 105, was built in 1887. Its intended 
use was as income or rental property. Originally located 100 feet north of the 
Russian Bishop's House, it was described in 1892 as having four rooms. In 1936 • 
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Russian presence in the New World does not loom large when one· is surveying those 
nations that explored, exploited, and settled the North American continent. However, 
lasting monuments to the Russian venture in North America were left by the Russian 
Orthodox Church missionaries: buildings and, the living proof of their work, the 
Russian Orthodox community in Alaska. 

The Russian Bishop 1 s House site at Sitka was a cultural and educational center in 
Alaska from the 1840's to the mid-twentieth century. The Russian Bishop's House was 
the residence of Ivan Veniaminov, the great Russian religious leader and first Bishop 
of Alaska, and the administrative center for his and other Orthodox missionary 
efforts among the peoples native to Alaska. The great religious and moral influence 

Eted from this missionary center can be observed by the large numbers of Orthodox 
unicants living in the Aleutian and Pribilof Islands, and other Alaskan coastal 
unities. 

In addition to the historical significance associated with the site, the Russian 
Bishop 1 s House is significant architecturally because of the high quality and unique 
construction characteristics of Russian vernacular design, such as the intricate 
joinery methods. 

The Russian Bishop's Hou;e is significant in the category of engineering becaµse it 
displays a building system that is capable of distributing structural loads in a more 
sophisticated manner than that typically found in log construction on this continent. 
The roof truss system exemplifies this. A1so important in the category of engineering 
is the effective system of heating and conserving heat in the building, exemplified 
by the gallery "airlocks, 11 a method unique and sophisticated among log structures on 
this continent. 

Historical and building elements are discussed in more detail below under the categories 
of historical, structura1, architectural, and environmental characteristics. The Old 
School and House No. 105 are addressed in the ancillary buildings section. 

Historical 

Returning from Russia to Sitka on September 27, 1841, with the rank of Bishop of 
Kamchatka, the Kuriles, and the Aleutians, Ivan Veniaminov set about expanding the 
educational and missionary efforts among the peoples native to his vast diocese . 

• 
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Native schools were established at St. Paul's Harbor (Kodiak), Alma Island, at the 
Nushagak and Kvikhpak missions, and Bering Islands. From a missionary center at 
Redoubt St. Michael on Norton Sound his emissaries even penetrated into the lower 
Yukon and Kuskokwim River basins. Existing schools, such as those at Unalaska and 
the Pribilof Islands, were continued and improved. 

Adolph Etolin, Governor of Russian America, and chief executive of the Russian 
American Company in America, had the Russian Bishop 1 s House built to fulfill obliga
tions to the Russian Orthodox Church set forth in the Tsar 1 s Ukase of 1821. The 
House was built to serve as Veniaminov 1 s residence, office, and private chapel. 

The cornerstone of the Russian Bishop's House was laid sometime in 1841. By December 
of 1843, the substance of the work was completed at a cost to the Russian American 
Company of 25,000 rubles. 

When Fort Ross in California was evacuated by the Russians in 1842, the church - • 
paraphernalia in their entirety were moved from the California chapel to Sitka an 
placed in the Bishop's chapel, also known as the Church of the Annunciation. In 
1841~ Veniaminov established an ecclesiastical school for Russian children and 
children of mixed blood at Sitka. This institution was located in the Russian 
Bishop's House after 1842. In 1845 the school was elevated to the status of a 
seminary, where the subjects of study were Russian, English, religion, mathematics, 
navigation, history, and bookkeeping. In 1858, the seminary at Sitka was transferred 
to the Asiatic mainland and, in 1859, Veniaminov left Alaska to work in Siberia. He 
became the Metropolitan of Moscow in 1867 and died in 1880. 

As a result of Veniaminov's and later missionaries• efforts, the number of Orthodox 
communicants in Alaska increased from 5,512 in 1841 to 9,568 by 1860 and were scattered 
over a vast region. In 1867 Russian America was sold to the United States and the 
North American Orthodox Church reorganized. It continued to prosper until the 
Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 abruptly halted Russia's support for the North American 
diocese. 

After 1917 there was little change or growth in the diocese for nearly 40 years. In 
1967, however, the Church, with new leadership and a renewed sense of mission in 
Alaska, began expanding its program in Alaska. In 1979 there were 75 Orthodox 
communities in Alaska, 30 with churches and the remainder with chapels. Twenty-two 
priests, 16 of them Native, served a far-flung diocese. 

• 
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Structural 

The foundation system of the Russian Bishop 1 s House was originally stone rubble. 
Uniquely, this was constructed to conform to the grade, with the stones decreasing in 
size as the grade rose. In this manner the foundation provided a fairly level 
surface on which to set the structure. Typically, full-length Sitka spruce logs were 
used in the walls. 

Adolph Etolin was a native of Finland and it is known that he was accompanied by 
skilled axmen from his country. They were unexcelled as timber workers, and most of 
Sitka 1 s finest log buildings were hewn by them out of native spruce. Thus a good 
possibility exists that Finnish craftsmen constructed the Bishop's House. Russian 
and Finnish constructiefn methods were similar, and typical Russian architectural 
detailing of the period was employed. 

The joinery of exterior corners and of the interior walls to the exterior walls . 
display a sophistication superior to that usually found in log construction on the 
North American continent. 

Of special note is the roof framing method. It is composed of a log rafter system in 
hip roof form, with opposing rafters connected at their lower ends by a "tie beam, 11 

thus creating a truss system. 

Architectura 1 

Window and door jambs are mortise and tenon joined and wedged into place at the head, 
providing structural stability at openings in the log walls. Other sophisticated 
detailing is found on such elements as the original door hardware, some of which have 
brass cover plates over iron hinge leaves. 

Ivan Veniaminov (Bishop Innocent) may well have drawn the original plans for his 
residence, as he did for St. Michael's Cathedral. The original floor plan represented 
the integration of structural and functional needs. 

Environmental 

Several elements in the structure are noteworthy in regard to control of the environ
ment. The galleries functioned as air locks, preventing direct heat loss from the 
main structure to the exterior. Oakum and moss between exterior wall logs prevented 
moisture entry and heat escape. Sand insulation between floor and ceiling planks 
provided audio and thennal barriers. The first floor was heated by cylindrical iron 
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stoves. Massive masonry stoves at the second floor were fired during the day and 
slow released heat during the night. High door tresholds and partial walls helped 
control drafts and the distribution of heat among the rooms. 

Ancillary Buildings 

The 01d Schoo1 served as a Russian Orthodox Church school from 1897 to 1922, and as a 
public school for the following decades. It refiActs the influence of the Russian 
Orthodox Church in the educational aspect of Alaska in the late nineteenth and first 
quarter of the twentieth centuries. 

While House No. 105 is located within the boundaries of the Russian Bishop's House 
site, it remained outside direct involvement with church activities, serving mainly 
as a rental property and, at times, as a priest's residence. No notable persons or 
events have been related to House No. 105. The historic correspondence indicates the 
building was considered substandard from the late 19th century on, an assessment that 
still holds. • 
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9. Major Bibliographic References 

Historic Resource Study, The Bishop's House, James Mote, National Park Service, 
Denver Service Center, Denver, Colorado, 1980. 

Historic Structure Report Architectural Data Section, Russian Bishop's House, 
Paul C. Cloyd, E.I.T., National Park Service, Denver Service Center, Denver, 
Colorado, 1980. 

(Draft) Historic Structure Reports for House 105 and the Old School: Administra
tive, Physical History and Analysis Sections, Paul C. Cloyd, E.I.T., National 
Park Service, Denver Service Center, Denver, Colorado, 1982. 

Russian Orthodoxy in Alaska, Barbara S. Smith, Alaska Historical ColliTlission, 
Anchorage, Alaska, 1980 . 

10. Verbal Boundary Description and Justification 

The boundary is coterminous with the southeast portion of Tract G fonnerly 
called the Greek Church Mission Reserve and now owned by National Park Service. 
The site is a rectangular. lot with the upper left quadrant intersected by 
Monastery Street and the lower left quadrant missing. It is bordered on the south by 
Lincoln Street. The property line proceeds north from Lincoln Street approximately 
100 1 at 56°30'W., 70 feet west along the north property line to N75°44'E . 

. . . :" 
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1. Name 

historic No. 29, Sitka 

and or common Tilson Building 

2. Location 

street & number 202-204 Lincoln Street 

town Sitka of 

state Alaska code 02 county 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 

• 

...JL building(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 
_public 
...JL private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

Status 
_x__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
A~cessible 
_ yes: restricted 
___ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name 

street & number 501 Baranof Street, Box 829 

Sitka Division 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 

_ educational 
_entertainment 
_ government 

industrial 
military 

OMS No 1024-0018 
Exp 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

code 220 

_museum 
_park 

private residence 
religious 

_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

Alaska 99835 
city. town Sitka _ vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

c _o_u_rt_h_o_u_s_e,_r_e_g1_·s_tr_y_o_f _d_ee_d_s_, _e_tc_. __ ...._C .... j...._t_y and Borough of Sitka 

street & number 

city, town Sitka state Alaska 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

•

title See Continuation Sheet 1 has this property been determined eligible? __ yes A_ __ no 
--~------ --·-------·-------·~----·-- ---···---~------··-· _____ ,, ______ ~---~------·--

date federal state ___ county local 
·---------·--·--·--- - - ----~-~- --·--·---

depository for survey records 



7. Description 

Condition 
-· excellent 
lgood 

fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated unaltered 
__ ruins _x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
X original site 

moved date 

--------------------~---

Describe the present and original (if known» physical appearance 

lhe only Russian American Cor:rpany building rema1n1ng in Sitka today is 
located in the center of town, on Lincoln Street. Fonnerly "Governor's 
Walk" in New Archangel, capital of Russian-America, Lincoln Street is 
now the main street of Sitka, Alaska. Building No. 29, which served as 
a residence for Russian-American O:n!pany enployees, stands just a few 
doors fran St. Michael Cathedral (NHL) and a short walk down Lincoln 
Street fran the Russian Bishop 1 s House (NHL). Historically, No. 29 was 
one of the many massive log buildings with steeply pitched roofs which 
served the carmercial and aclninistrative needs of the Russian American 
Carpany on this busy street leading up fran the wharves. Today No. 29 
is still at the cannercial hub of the city, but through the attrition of 
time, culminating in a devasting fire in downtown Sitka in 1966, its 
bulk and roofline are a singular exception on Lincoln Street. 

• 

William Dall described the buildings of Sitka as they appeared in 1865, 
two years before the U. S. purchase of Alaska: "lhe houses were all of 
logs, but painted a dull yellow, the metal roofs were red and with the 
emerald green spire of the church, projected against the dark evergreen • 
of the adjacent hills, presented an extremely picturesque appearance. 
It was quite unlik:'.J.. anything else in Plnerica, and seemed to belong to a 
world of its own." Other observers cannented 2on the 11ponderous hewn 
logs" of the Russian American C<:npany buildings '3 and on the 11'WOnderful 
durability and ingenuity in their construction." 

Typically, Russian .American carpany buildings were one to three stories 
and covered with steeply pitched gable or hipped roofs. Since carpany 
life was carrnunal. buildings were large to accanodate multiple living 
quarters, corporate kitchen, bakery, laundry. and storage facilities. 
l\lassive round logs were used for warehouses and camxm residences. 
However, the IIXJre irrportant canpany actninistrative buildings and 
officers' residences were hewn "so as to leave no crevices. with the 
internal and external Jogs so wel 1 dressed as to be suitable for 
painting or papering." Building No. 29 was one of the latter 
carefully built and finely crafted structures. 

It is possible that No. 29 was built by Finnish workmen brought to New 
Archangel by Governor Adolf Etholen in the 1840s. lhese skilled 
carpenters carried out much of the ccnpany's construction over the next 
two decades. Available evidence (a series of maps and artistic 
renderings of New Archangel, 1835 to 1867) indicates that No. 29 was not 
built before 1846. It probably dates fran the 1850s and may be the 
"two-story building, with a stone foundation and tile roof, [which] was 
built to serve as a carpany office and to provide quar~rs for several 
errployees" constructed under Chief Manager Voevodski i. lhe building 
appears as No. 29 on the 1867 map, "lhe Settlement of New Archangel," 
which docunented the transfer of Russian .American Cicnt>any property to 
the United States. (ILLUS-1) 

• 
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Building No. 29 was a characteristically Russian structure, typical of 
New ft..rchangel or any nunber of towns in northern Russia in the 
mid-nineteenth century. Russian wood architecture was based on "the 
mutations and caroinat ions of the various forms of 'blockwork': the 
rectangle and the po~ygon; the shed, the wedge, the ogee barre 1-vaul t, 
and the tent roof." All of these forms are visible in the Sitka 
townscape of the 1850s. (ILLUS-2) The basic unit of construction was 
the srub, a rectangular frame of logs notched to interlock at the 
corne-rs-8.nd laid up in ranges (called crowns or venets) to the desired 
height. The box-I ike structure (or kl et). assanbled of one or more 
sruby with floors, windows, doors, and 7roof, may be camined with 
additional klet to form larger structures. 

Sketches fran 1868 and 1870 and recent investigations into the original 
portions of the building show that No. 29 was a two and one-half story 
log structure with a partial basement and horizontal gable roof and a 
two story side gallery covered by a shed roof. (ILLUS-3,4) The main 
unit (klet) was a nearly perfect square of logs measuring approximately 
28 feetln length, or four sazhens (a Russian unit of measurement 
equal to seven feet). The flat hewn surfaces of these logs measure sane 
18 inches. The facade was divided into four bays of one sazhen each by 
the placement of three windows and an entrance door (to the gallery). 

The building rests on massive squared logs placed on a fotmdation wall 
of large stones. The sill log was originally several feet abov~ grade; 
a raised stoop with approximately six steps and a railing provided 
access to the gallery entrance, fran which the main building was 
entered. 

The interior as well as the exterior walls were constructed of hewn 
logs; ends frcrn interior logs visible in the gallery measure 10" x 7" to 
11" x 9n. The logs were hewn flat on two sides, concave on the bottan 
and convex on the top, to fit snugly and shed moisture. Each log was 
marked with both a Rcman and an Arabic nunera l to indicate which wal 1 
and which course within the wall were its intended position. Full 
dove-tail notching joined logs at the corners. 

Floors were constructed of half-logs tenoned into sill and joist logs. 
Tongue-and-groove planks (1" x 6") were laid crosswise on the half-logs 
as decking. The gable roof enployed a timber-framing system with 
full-log corner braces notched into the plates. Insulation in the 
ceilings was typical of Russian bui !dings: a thick layer of sand 
supported by canvas which was stretched across the joists and nailed in 
place. A single brick chimney penetrated the roofline just east of the 
mid-point. 
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The design and construction of the original doors is unknown; 
hand-forged iron hardware remains on one attic door. Likewise, the 
design and construct ion of the original windows cannot be established 
with certainty. Drawings (1870s) and photographs (1880s) show what are 
roost I ikely the original, fifteen 1 ight double-hung windows (nine over 
six). Plain 1 intel heads appeared over the windows; rrolded cornices 
were added over the windows and entrance door sane time in the 1880s. 

Jt is not known whether No. 29 was sided at the time of construction. 
Early narratives describe the Russian buildings in Sitka as uni fonnly 
log in varying stages of weathering, or else painted with yellow ochre. 
Original plans for the Russian Bishop's House called for siding· 
however, this structure apparently received its siding in stages. 8 

Whether or not No. 29 was sided when it was built, in the earliest 
available sketch (1868) it appears to be sheathed in horizontal drop or 
shipl ap siding. (This type of siding has been retained.) The roof 
originally may have been covered with tiles or standing-semned metal; by • 
1870 it was shingled. 

An 1870 sketch depicting a partial back view of No. 29 shows a two-story 
ell with a shingled gable roof and an overhang projecting fran the rear. 
The ell is one cell deep with a twelve-light casement window on the 
first floor and a fifteen-light window on the second. It is not known 
whether this ell was part of the original structure. (IILUS-5) 

All of the early views show a plank walkway running in front of No. 29 
along the length of Lincoln Street. The building backs up to the bay; 
its rear yard contained several outbuildings and storage structures on 
pilings. 

!V1any changes have occurred on Lincoln Street in the almost 125 years 
since Russia sold its American colonies to the United States. With the 
exception of the Russian Bishop's House and Building No. 29, all Russian 
period structures have been destroyed. As Sitka has developed into a 
modern city, the installation of utilities, grading and paving of 
streets, and pouring of concrete sidewalks have altered the streetscape. 
The 1966 fire which destroyed St. Michael's Cathedral resulted in the 
loss of many nineteenth and early twentieth century bui !dings and the 
subsequent construct ion of new coomercial and apartment buildings on 
Lincoln Street. The historic setting of No. 29 was also affected by 
in-filling of the tidal zone, which made possible the develop:nent of a 
major roadway and a full-sized building lot between No. 29 and the bay . 

• 
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Dlanges have taken place at Building No. 29, as well, both in its 
historic period and in recent years. These changes have been of four 
types: (1) additions to the original Russian kl et which have not 
altered the original structure; (2) replacane~of deteriorating 
materials with new, similar materials (roofing, siding, foundations); 
(3) "modernizingtt by upgrading heating, plmbing, and electrical 
systems, redeco:ra ting interiors, and changing styles of window sash and 
exterior trim; and ( 4) alteration of window openings to acccmodate 
cromercial uses. Al though the external appearance of the house has 
changed considerably since its construction, the original Russian 
structure is substantially intact. Original exterior walls, basanent, 
floors, major portions of interior walls, most window and door openings, 
roofing system, attic with sane of the original insulation, and the 
gallery side walls, floor, ceiling, staircase, and balustrade re:nain 
unaltered. 

The most substantial change to No. 29 was undertaken in the mid-1880s. 
An 1883 photograph shows the building before roodificat ion. (PIDI0-1) 
Photographs fra:n 1887 (PlDI0-2,3) show that a two and one-half story 
addition was constructed on the east side of the gallery. 1he shed roof 
over the gallery was ranoved to incorporate the gallery into the main 
structure; the gable roof of the original building was extended 
horizontally to cover the gallery and the addition. 1he addition was 
two cells deep and extended the facade by two bays. 1he two new second
story windCJ\Vs were spaced to continue the visual rhytrm of the original 
building. (1he front and rear windows in the addition were ~i fteen-
1 ight double-hung sashes to match the windows in the original structure. 
Eight light double-hung sash windows were used on the east side of the 
addition.) Below, an entrance at grade level was centered on the facade 
and flanked by two narrow windows. However, the original entrance with 
its porch and railing retained its visual praninence on the facade. 
Straight molded cornices were placed at the headers of the front windows 
and doors. Four dormers. evenly spaced across the roof front, further 
tied together the elanents of \\d'lat was now a six-bay facade: original 
main building, side gallery, and new extension. (PHJ.I0-4) 

Other than a snall gabled portico added to the main entrance sanet ime 
before 1894,. (PIDI0-5) the next seventy years brought 1 i tt le change to 
No. 29. By the 1950s, Sitka 1 s streets had been widened and paved, 
raising the grade by about two feet. The porch and railing have 
disappeared fra:n the main entrance, replaced by three steps leading 
directly to the door. A small porch roof overhangs the entrance, 
supported by two side brackets. Vertical trim boards have been added to 
the corners of the building and a wide horizontal trim board marks the 
division between stories. The front windows in the original portion of 
the building have been replaced by single-paned double-hung sashes, and 



NPS Form 10-900-• 
(3-112) 

OMS ~~- ~J}4-00l8 

£xp1res 10-Jl-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet 5 Item number 7 Page 5 

the original windO\v opening above the main entrance has been enlarged to 
serve as a door--although there is no balcony, only the porch roof over 
the front steps. In the 1880s extension, the narrow side lights which 
flanked the entrance have been enlarged to accanodate multi-paned shop 
windows. The molded cornices over windows and doors have been replaced 
with a sirrple cornice board. The foundation has been sheathed in 
vertical tongue-and-groove siding. 'Ihe effect of the changes in 
exterior detail was to present a more nNew England-like" appearance; 
however, at this time the architectural configuration of the building 
was essentially the same as it was in the 1880s. (PIUI0-6,7) 

The 1960s brought additional changes, however. A wooden awning, 
spanning the width of the sidewalk below, was suspended frcrn the front 
of the building by steel cables to protect Lincoln Street shoppers fran 
the incessant Sitka rains. Ille storefront windows of the addition were 
enlarged again and fitted with plate glass. Ille second story window 
openings in the addition were reduced in size; the window-then-door 
above the main entrance was sided over, and the clapboard siding on the 
dormers and gable ends was replaced with shingles. 'Ihe original chirrney 
and a chimney added to the extended port ion of the building sanet ime 
after 1894 were removed. l\bst damaging to the integrity of the 
structure, however, was the opening of an entrance at the east end of 
the front facade, which, with its accanpanying plate glass shop window, 
eliminated one of the first story windows in the original portion of the 
building. 'I\vo of these windows were sided over. A brick wainscoting 
was added to the lower port ion of the facade, most 1 ikely to cover 
problems with rotting tirrhers and settling. (PHJ!0-8,9) 

This was the condition of the bui !ding when it was studied in 1961 as 
part of the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings (Alaska 
History). In 1984-1985 the current owner of No. 29 undertook 
rehabilitation work to repair deteriorating foundations and replace 
rotted structural marbers. (PIUI0-10,11) At the same time, he removed 
decades of wall coverings, plasterboard, and other materials applied to 
the interior of the original portion of the building. Once the interior 
was stripped down, it became apparent that the original Russian period 
structure was alnx>st fully intact. (PHJJD-12,13) From the original 
roof, visible in the attic where the addition was joined to the main 
structure in the 1880s, to original door and window openings long since 
sheathed over, to massive brick bake ovens in the basement, a 
Russian-American building had been preserved inside a modernized shell. 
Canvas nailed to the ceilings still held insulating sand; many square 
yards of wallpapers similar in design to sane of the earliest in the 
Russian Bishop 1 s House adhered to the log walls when nx>dern coverings 
were removed. (PHJID-14) 

• 

• 
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In corrpleting renovations to use the first floor of No. 29 as. a gift 
shop, the owner cut away three sections of original interior walls to 
provide for traffic circulation. (ILLUS-6; PHJI0-15) ~bst of the 
interior wall surface was re-covered using furring strips and wallboard; 
one section of wall was left exposed, showing the hewing marks and 
nunbers incised on each log for asse:nbly. (PHJJD-16,17) A front window 
opening, previously been sided over, was reopened without alteration; a 
single pane of fixed glass was installed. (PIIJI0-18) 

In the gallery, behind the contemporary, pre-hung insulated door, the 
original staircase with its solid and sirrply turned balustrade rises to 
second floor and the attic. During renovation work the original ceiling 
beams and the iog walls of the gallery were exposed, showing the joinery 
where interior walls of the main structure are notched into the gallery 
wall. The !raming of the original doors was visible, as were the floor 
boards with their wrought nails. The canvas and its load of sand have 
been raooved fran the ceilings for reasons of safety and maintenance . 
The exposed surfaces will be re-covered upon carpletion of the 
renovations. (PIIJI0-19,20) 
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8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
140()..-1499 
150()..-1599 
160()..-1699 
170()..-1799 

x 180()..-1899 
190()..-

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
archeology-preh1stor1c community planning 
archeology-historic conservation 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

economics 
education 
engineering 

X exploration settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

X polillcs government 

rehg1on 
science 
sculpture 
social 
humanitarian 
theater 

Specific dates c:a. 1850; ca. 1885 Builder Architect Russian Arrerican 

transportation 
X other (specify) 

Alask.a History XXI 
Corrpany 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

suvt\"IARY STATfl\1ENI' OF SI<NIFICAt-a 

Constructed under the Russian flag in the new world capital of New 
Archangel, Building ?«>. 29 has exceptional significance as a rare 
exmple of a Russian-lmerican colony structure. New Archangel, now 
,Sitka. was the center of civil actnini st rat ion, trade, and manufacturing 
for Russia's American eolonies. Building 29, so designated on the 1867 
inventory of Russian-American Ccnpany property. is the sole, surviving 
Ca!pany building in Sitka today. In its origins and Russian period 
associations, it is an outstanding representation of lberne II, European 
Exploration and SettleDEnt (Russian). 

Following the purchase of Alaska by the United States in 1867, Building 
No. 29 was associated with people and events significant to the first 
years of U.S. adninistration in Alaska. Building 29 is the only secular 
building remaining fran Sitka's first years as seat of goverrrnent for 
the new possession; it was owned and occupied by several individuals 
praninent in the estsbl ishnent of civilian rule and the social and 
econanic developnent of early Sitka. In its historic associations fran 
this period. Building No. 29 has outstanding significance to the broad 
theme of· U. S. Political and Military Affairs, 1865-1914 (Alaska 
History. Thane xxn. 
Al though substantial changes to ·Building 29 
significance under the theme of . Architecture, 
recognition as a finely-crafted vernacular log 
Russian-.American period with many original features 

HI S'ICRI CAL CXN1'EXT 

I • EXPUEATICN AND SE1TLE1\-1ENT (RUSS IAN} 

preclude na ti ona 1 
it is worthy of 

structure fran the 
intact. 

By the m1d-1850s when the Russian .American Qnpany erected a new, 
two-story, hewn-log structure between St. Michael's Cathedral and the 
married mployees barracks, the port of New Archangel was a half century 
old. 

• 

• 

• 
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Alexander Baranov--who ultimately forged working colonies out of 
official ignorance, premised supplies, reluctant natives, stubborn 
churchnen, and opportunistic prc:myshlenniki 0 --knew within his first few 
years as manager of the Shelikov canpany post at Kodiak that a Russian 
presence rrrust be established farther east along the coast. By 1796 he 
was regularly sending parties out to explore distant coast lines and 
collect furs. 'Ille first such expedition to southeastern shores brought 
back news that British and American traders had already established an 
active market among the Tlingit Indians of Sitka Island, exchanging guns 
for furs. Baranov, naturally, wished to prevent other nations fran 
occupying territory discovered by earlier Russian seafarers and retain 
free access to waters rich with sea otter. What concerned him most 
urgently, however, was the flow of firearms through native hands along 
the coast to Yakutat, jeopardizing the1survival of the small, mainland 
post his ccrrpany had established there. 

It was not until 1799, when a struggle among the awners of the Shelikov 
C.arpany and its coopetitors resulted in formation of the new Russian 
American Company, that Baranov was able to act on his intentions. In 
Septerrber of that year he sailed from Kodiak with l, 100 Russians and 
Aleuts to build a fort at Sitka. 'Ibey chose a wide stretch of beach in 
a quiet bay for the new post. Tlingits on the island were hostile from 
the beginning; harrassment was constant. In 1802, after Baranov and 
many of the carpany employees had returned to Kodiak, the Tl ingi ts 
attacked and destroyed the fort. 

Two years passed before Baranov returned to strike back. In spite of 
Russian guns, vessels, and superior nuri>ers, it took the timely arrival 
of the gunboat Neva to turn the battle decisively in the Russians' 
favor. 'Ihe Tlingits abandoned their massive stockade without surrender, 
but for the rest of their tenure the Russian American Canpany kept New 
Archangel heavily fortified, beleaguered by the continuing hostility of 
the natives. 

'Ille site Baranov selected for a new fort was on a harbor cut deep into 
the island shoreline, a short distance fran the scene of the recent 
battle. The harbor was large enough to hold an entire fleet and was 
free of ice year around; it was protected fran winds out of any 
direction. Equally irrportant, a broad outcropping of rock stood above 
the harbor on which formidable defenses could be erected. Construction 
began at once, and the Irrperial double-eagle was raised to fly above New 
Archangel unt i 1 it was lowered in 1867 for the American stars and 
stripes . 

0 RUssian fur traders 

:lt1:-. 
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The reports of office manager Kyrill Khlebnikov to the Russian lvnerican 
Conpany board in 1825 and 1826 provide glinpses of New Archangel as a 
thriving seaport, the center of the Russian American colonies in fact as 
wel 1 as intent. In its second generation of building, the aging log 
structures erected under Baranov now being replaced, New Archangel 1 s 
capital assets were assessed at 90, 187. 25 rubles. Russian American 
Conpany per~onnel numered 813 Russians, Aleuts, and Creoles 
(hal fbreeds). 

Khlebnikov provides this description of the settlanent: 

CXJ ••• an outcrop of native rock, and rising 77 feet above the 
water, there is a flat area •.. where the New Archangel fortress 
was built. At present it has three towers and a battery of 30 
cannon, fran three to six pound calibre, and a two-story building 
which houses the Chief J:Vl..anager. Below this there are barracks 
accc:rnodating 40 workers. Below the cliff on a slope on the 
shore side, there are warehouse§, barracks and other quarters.... • 
These fonn the middle fortress. 

Outside the palisade were the church, school and teachers quarters, 
infirmary and pharmacy, vegetable gardens, and flour mill. Sane twenty 
private dwellings had been erected along the shore, as well as carpany 
housing, bathhouses, and bakery. In the harbor were a ropewalk, 
chandlery, blacksmiths, coppersmiths, cooperage, metal shops, carpentry 
and joiners worshops , woodworkers , paint shops , boa twr i gh ts for sma 11 
craft, and stone masons (bricks were brought in frcm Kodiak). T~n ships 
carprised the Carpany fleet. A 1,200-voh.:me library with tiJles in 
Russian and eight other languages was listed as a carpany asset. 

In 1821, when the Russian American Catpany' s charter was renewed for a 
second twenty years, Russia's colonial enterprises stretched frcxn the 
Aleutian Islands along the southern coast of Alaska to Fort Ross 
(California) and southwest to the Sandwich Islands (Hawaii). The 
colonies were organized in five adninistrative units, each containing 
several ports, forts, re~ubts, odinochkas (one-man trading posts), and 
artels (hunting parties). The central ac:ininistration for all districts 
remained in New Ar change 1 . 

The second charter brought reorganization and sane new directions to the 
carpany. The establ islTnent of uni form auditing procedures and the 
closing of the Unalaska, Unga, and Atkha offices resulted in an increase 
of staff in New Archangel. 1he nu:rber of skilled workers and laborers 
in the port was increased at this time, as well. • 
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Faced with increasing canpetition from British and .American trade to the 
south, exploratory expeditions were sent out from New Archangel to 
conduct surveys in. Bristol Bay and Norton Sound and along the major 
inland waterways. Several new posts were established during this 
period. 

Under l\rhl.ryav'ev' s adninistration (1820-25), the ca:npany pol icy to deny 
the Tlingits access to any of the islands in Sitka Sound was reversed. 
On the premise that it would be safer to keep an eye on the Kolash than 
to leave them to their own devices, the toions (chiefs) were invited to 
sett le beside the fort. New Archangel 1 s fortifications were 
strengthened in anticipation of the move. Fran the three blockhouses 
along the stockade which separated New Archangel fran the native 
village, cannon were trained on the ca:npany's new neighbors; an iron 
portcullis gate was constructe~ to adnit natives during designated hours 
only, and never after dark. This move stimulated trade with the 
natives and ultimately developed a qualified, but interdependent, 
relationship between the Tlingits and the colonizers which persists in 
the physical and social structure of Sitka today. 

The Orthodox Church also established a strong presence in New Archangel 
during the second charter period. The missionary efforts of several 
decades, but primarily the gifted leadership of Father Ioann Veniaminov 
{later Bishop Innokentii), resulted in the baptisn of several Tlingit 
toions. By the close of the second charter the Holy Synod endorsed 
Father Veniaminov' s recoomendat ions to reorganize the colonial Church, 
giving it more autonomy: a cathedral would be established . in New 
Archangel with a seninary to train clergy for service throughout Russian 
America; the senior prie~t at New Archangel would supervise the church 
throughout the colonies. The seninary, built in 1840, and the new 
Cathedral of St. Michael Archange 1, built in 1843-48 and reconstructed 
in 1966, are National Historic Lancinarks, known respectively as the 
Russian Bishop's House and St. Michael Cathedral. 

The last adninistrator under the second charter, Adolph Etholen 
(1840-45), was responsible for the construction of many of the buildings 
that eventually passed into American ownership. Of Finnish birth, 
Etholen brought with him a large contingent of his native countrymen: 
scientists, clergy, artisans, and carpenters. The refined craftsmanship 
of the Finnish log builders and cabinetmak9rs influenced construction in 
New Archangel for several decades to cane. 

Although the Russian American Calpany continued to show profits during 
its third charter (1841-1861), fifty years of intensive fur hunting by 
three maritime powers had resulted in depletion of fur seal and sea 
otter populations. The market for furs had also collapsed, silk hats 
replacing fur in western wardrobes. In response to the slowing fur 
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trade, the coopany diversified and increased its activities en the 
Asiatic coast of the north Pacific. 1he 1850s found New Archangel, now 
usually called Sitka, the hub of new ventures, as well, including a 
flourishing ice trade with San Francisco and sales of fish and lunber in 
Hawaii and California. Whaling and coal mining \.rere also pursued for a 
time. Sitka became an imiueasingly busy port, fifty ships calling in 
little more than a year. The carpany continued to construct new 
facilities in Sitka into the early 1860s. It was during this period of 
heightened activity that the building later identified as No. 29 (1867 
protocol map) was constructed. 

~hen the Russian American Car;>any's charter expired in 1861, it was not 
renewed. Inspectors for the Naval and Finance Ministries concluded that 
the car:pany' s future was not bright; the fur trade remained weak, and 
the new ventures of the past decade had faltered. Tile Crimean War had 
depleted the Inperial treasury and focused Russia's attention on Europe; 
official policy actually precluded consolidation of .American holdings. 
Further, the Russian American Coo:pany was beccming increasingly • 
expensive to operate. To sell the colonies to 1tf1e United States would 
have both political and financial advantages. Thus, in 1867, the 
territory and assets of the Russian American Canpany became possessions 
of the Lnited States. 

II. U. S. roLITIC'AL AND MILITARY AFFAIRS, 1865-1914 (AIASKA HISTCRY) 
With the purChase of the colonies. Bili lding No. 29 appears in the 
historic record as a prominent Sitka property. It is one .of the 
buildings specifically identified on the 1867 inventory map of the 
Russian-American settlement and was 0V11I1ed or used by individuals who 
played significant political and social roles during Alaska's early 
years as a U. S. possession. 

CK!e of Sitka 1 s most important figures in the period fol lowing the 
purchase of Alaska was William Dodge, who was the first .American owner 
of Bui !ding 29. Dodge had been appointed to assist the transfer 
cannission as Brig. Gen. Lovell Rousseau's secretary and to serve as the 
Treasury Department's1 ~pecial agent to the District of Alaska, or Acting 
Collector of Qistans. 

Recognizing the futility of trying to maintain law and order as a sole 
agent, let alone provide civil adninistration and balance carpeting 
interests, Dodge and several other individuals with high stakes in Sitka 
formed a provisional city goverrrnent and Mayor's Court. fudge was • 
elected mayor and held that position for three years. 
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Dodge's civic interest in Sitka was grounded in his investments. He had 
purchased from the Russian .American Canpany several prime pieces of real 
estate along the former Governor's Walk, . now Lincoln Street. 
Additionally, he published the capital's first newspaper, The Sitka 
Times, and, with three partners, established a brewery. One of Dodge's 
purchases, acquired in Novanber of 1868, was Building No. 29. The deed 
sirrply described the property as: "that certain lot or parcel of land 
situate on Linco In Street. .. upon which is erected building nurbered 
1\venty-nin~ 3(29) according to the official map or plan of the said City 
of Sitka." A subsequent deed described it further as "the two and 
one-half storied log building described and designated as house No. 29 
in the report of certain cannissioners duly appointed and recognized by 
the Russian and M'lerican goverrments ... frp.pting on Lincoln or !Vlain 
Street ... with frontage ... of sixty-two feet. 11 

Dodge must have lived in No. 29 for a time. A visitor to Sitka in 18y~ 
sketched the! building and labeled it "Custan Collector Dodge's House." 
(ILLUS #3) In the spring of 1870, however, John Kinkead was using the 
building as a residence and place of business. No. 29 may hfEe served 
as Sitka's post office during Kinkead's tenure as postmaster. At the 
time Kinkead is associated with the building, Dodge was still the owner. 
However, by late 1869 he had begun to disentangle himself fran what had 
turned out to be a disappointing Sitka venture. 

Kinkead was himself a significant personage in Sitka's history, first as 
a local politician and business man and eventually as governor of 
Alaska. Like Dodge, he arrived before the transfer with an official 
appointment as Sitka' s postmaster. An additional appointment, as PoH 
Sutler, gave him an inside track to the Army's liquor business. 
Upon arrival in Sitka, Kinkead entered a partnership to conduct a 
mercantile and fur trading business, as well. 

The Sitka Times noted in June, 1869, that "I.outhan and Kinkead" were 
doing business on Lincoln Street. Their firm operated a 10-ton 
schooner, Sweepstakes, for trade along the southeast coast of Alaska. 
Later that year the partnership dissolved and Kinkead cnpt inued on nat 
the old location," which was almost certainly No. 29. Kinkead was 
also a partner with Dodge in the brewery. Fol lowing the passage of 
Alaska's Organic Act in 1884, Kinkead served a nine-nDnth term as 
Alaska's first governor. 

It is not known exactly how long Kinkead retained occupancy of No. 29 on 
Lincoln Street. The record shows, however, that \1illiam Dodge sold the 
building to Antonio G. Cozian on Novanber 7, 1870r9 for $1, 500. 00--the 
sun for which Dodge purchased it two years earlier. 
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Cozian, a native of Dalmatia (then in Austria), was a sea pilot err.ployed 
for several years by the Russi an .American Carpany. He was one of many 
carpany anployees who remained in Sitka to seek t~nir fortunes under a 
new flag. In time he became a naturalized citizen. turing the spring 
after transfer, Cozian departed Sitka to pilot the schooner Langley on a 
four month trading voyage. In 1869 he was hired to pi lot the steamer 
Newbern for Gztieral Tank.ins' inspection tour fran Sitka to Kodiak and 
COok's Inlet. A reef in Peril Strait, Alexarffr Archipelago, was 
discovered by Cozian and named after him in 1880. It is likely that 
Cozian used No. 29, or a portion of it, as his residence. 

For sixteen years, frcrn 1870 to 1886, the record is silent concerning 
No. 29 on Lincoln Street. 'lhe provisional governnent had failed; 
records kept by the Collector of Custans and the Navy Crnmander 1 s 
reports constitute the official records until civil goverr:ment was 
established in 1884. Infonnation frcrn 1886, however, yields sane clues 
to the building's history in the previous decade. 

On February 9, 1886, Sanuel Mi lletich, executor for the estate of • 
Antonio G. Cozian, sold the real estate holdings of the deceased at 
public auction. Building 29 was not among the properties sold. Two 
weeks later, however, Milletich sold Building 29 to Phillip S. 
Wi ttenhei ler of Sitka. Sanuel Mil letich was one of the early investors 
in Sitka who stayed through the hardest times and succeeded. A fellow 
Dalmatian, Milletich apparently was a trusted partner and ccmpatriot of 
Cozian; they owned sane property jointly, and Milletich ultimately 
served as Cozian's executor. Since No. 29 was not included .in the 
estate, and newspaper references to Milletiz:r's sale of the building 
suggests that he had owned it for sane time, it is likely that Cozian 
had sold No. 29 to Milletich before civil records were established in 
1884. 

Mil letich already owned a heme and a nuni:>er of buildings in Sitka. In 
1886, when he sold No. 29, it was referred to as the "Sessions house," 
s~st ~ng postJble use by the new District goverr:ment, its courts or 
coormss1oners. 

The new owner, Phillip S. Wittenheiler, did sane renovation work on the 
building prior to lea2!ng it to a Captain Cowles, who was involved in 
mining at Silver Bay. Cowles and his family were to live upstairs, 
while they sub-le~~ed the ground floor roans to the Mil lrrore Hotel 
across the street. ~anwhile, Wittenheiler was preparing to move his 
family to Juneau as he took up duties as deputy U. S. Marshal there. 
Wi ttenhei ler served for two years before returning to Sitka and taking • 
up residence in No. 29, Lincoln Street. 
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<Alce back in Sitka, Wittenheiler was engaged in a variety of activities. 
He leased the Millmore Hotel for a time, made sane irrprova:nents to No. 
29 (1891), and owned and operated a

2
fur sealing schooner. He was also 

involved in Sitka's lunber industry. In October of 1892, Wittenheiler 
again left Sitka to becane In..f~ector Afloat for the U. S. Custans 
Service on the steamer Al-ki. The Register of Deeds shows that 
Wi ttenhei ler sold No. 29--:ro-Peter Callsen in September of 1893 for 
$3,000.00. 

Callsen was a master carpenter; his skills are frequently remarked upon 
in the Sitka newspapers. Among many projects in Sitka, he built three 
houses on the Greek Church ~ssion property, Nos. 35, 104, and 105 
(Russian Bishop's House NHL), and replaced the roof of St. Michael's 
Cathedral. 

The final owner of No. 29 in the historic period was Thanas Ti Ison, a 
Norwegian inrnigrant, who purchased the building frem Peter Call sen in 
January of 1908. After he bought the house, Ti Ison sent for his wife 
Tanina and two young sons, Thanas and Alfred. Another son, Oscar, and a 
daughter, Lena, were born after the family was settled on Lincoln 
Street. The Tilson family, I ike others before them, 1 ived on second 
floor and leased the ground floor for use as a bakery and store. The 
old bakery in the basement, perhaps unused since the Russian period, was 
leased for the first time of record in 1918. (The lease ~.ijecifies 11bake 
ovens, stoves, baking utensils,and other appurtenances.") 

Themas Tilson owned a mercantile business, in which his sons later 
joined him. Tilson and his sons also fished halibut together for many 
years, operating fran a wharf which extended frem the rear yard of No. 
29, Lincoln Street. Thanas kept an office in the attic above the family 
living quarters, which was his priv~1e space and a frequent retreat fran 
the noise of his youngest children. 

After Themas Tilson's death in 1939 (lVlrs. Tilson had died in 1929), No. 
29 remained in the children's possession. Daughter Lena I ived in the 
house for the better part of forty years, moving out for the last time 
in 1951. She had grown up and raised two children of a fer own in what 
has cane to be known in Sitka as the "Ti Ison building." 

In 1960 No. 29 passed out of the hands of the Ti Ison estate. It has 
gone through a series of owners, all of whan retained a pattern of use 
established decades before: living quarters on second floor (rented 
apartments fran the 1940s to the present), and corrmercial retail uses on 
first floor of both the original log port ion of the building and the 
1880s frame annex. 
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In recognition of their national historical significance, twelve sites 
associated with the Russian presence in America have been designated 
National Historic Landnarks. Ten of these are in Alaska, representing 
aspects of Russian exploration and settlement and the Russian heritage 
that continued to flourish after the raising of the American flag. Two 
additional sites, Fort Ross in California and the Russian Fort in 
Hawaii, represent the Russian American Corrpany's expansion efforts 
intended primarily to assure supplies for the isolated Alaskan colonies. 

Six additional Russian period buildings were recognized in the National 
Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings carried out in Alaska in 1961. 
Two of these were in Kodiak, the Lowe House and Hubley House; four were 
in Sitka: the Bu I dako ff LWe 11 i ng, Russi an liner i can Caq;:>any Warehouse , 
Church Warden's House, and Russian F.esidence (Building No. 29). 
Catastrophic losses--the 1964 earthquake and tsunami in Kodiak and the 
1966 fire in Si tka--and damli tion by owners have resulted in the 
destruction of all but one of these structures: the Russian residence, •. 
Bui I ding 29, in Sitka. 

Building No. 29 is car:parable to the recognized Landnark sites in its 
historical significance and structural integrity. In fact, it 
represents historical associations and architectural features not found 
in other extant structures. Only three of the twelve National Historic 
Landnark sites have standing Russian-American period buildings: Fort 
Ross, Erskine House (Kodiak), and Russian Bishop's House (Sitka). St. 
Michael Cathedral NHL, Sitka, is a reconstruction of the 1848-50 ~hurch. 
Each of these sites, including No. 29, is a unique representation of the 
Russian colonial role in American history. 

Fort Ross NfIT.. Fort Ross is unlike any of the other Russian sites in 
that it was established essentially for agricultural purposes. The 
protective stockade enclosing a small cluster of buildings was 
surrounded by orchards and fields. Because it was designated a state 
historic site in 1906, before developnent along the Soncma coast 
affected the integrity of setting or site, Fort Ross has been managed 
with the aim of preservation for 80 years. Nonetheless, a ccnt>ination 
of earthquake damage, repeated fires, and reconstruction programs 
conducted without rigorous archeological and architectural docunentation 
have resulted in a site3~ith high interpretive value but little original 
fabric or workmanship. The Rotchev House, built in 1836 for the last 
Fort Ross ccmnandant, is in sane ways carparable to No. 29 in Sitka. 
The exterior log walls are original, as may be several of the interior 
partition walls. However, a fire in 1972 destroyed the roof and many • 
interior finishes and furnishings, necessitating extensive repairs and 
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sane reconstruct ion. 34 Building No. 29 exhibits canplete structural 
systems, as well as original materials in exterior and interior walls, 
window and door frames, joists. rafters, floors. and roof manbers. 

Erskine House NHL. The Erskine House represents the Russian American 
Q:mpany settlanent at Kodiak. Although the Coo:pany moved its 
headquarters to Sitka in the early 1800s, Kodiak continued to be an 
irrportant station until the sale of the colonies. The Erskine House is 
reputedly the oldest Russian building in the United States, be~~eved to 
have been constructed by Baranov as a fur warehouse and office. 

The structure has been much altered, both on the exterior and interior. 
However, like No. 29, the heavy log walls still exis36

11 in large part." 
Also like No. 29, the additions date fran ca. 1880. Unlike No. 29, 
the original roof of the Erskine House has been replaced, possibly as a 
result of fire; the interior roan partitions trare poorly constructed and 
obviously not original"; and the s~c;pnd floor stair rail and newel post 
"appear to be of a later period." Although No. 29 almost certainly 
retains more original fabric than the Erskine House does, the point is 
sanewhat acadanic. Both buildings have substantial integrity behind 
their exterior IIXldifications, and each is a sole extant representative 
of a Russian colonial building type and of a significant chapter of the 
history of Russian America. 

Russian Bishop's House NHL. The Russian Bishop's House in Sitka is 
ccnparable to Building No. 29 in sane important ways, although there are 
significant differences between then, as wel I. Both structures were 
built after Chief Nlanager Etholin brought Finnish carpenters and 
builders to Sitka. The buildings exhibit many similarities in design 
features. construction, workmanship, and even interior paint and wall 
coverings. A National Park Service staff meni>er, who has been involved 
in the Russian Bishop's House restoration for IIXlre than a decade, 
suggested that certain architectural and finishing details could have 
been better under31food through study of those features which are still 
intact in No. 29. 

The Russian Bishop's House was built for the Orthodox church as a 
seninary and clerical residence; it thus had a specialized form and 
function. Building No. 29 was built as a residence for the Russian 
American Calpany, and thus represents a secular housing type--the only 
exarrple renaining in Alaska. Qie feature the two structures have in 
ca:rrnon is a side entrance gallery, typical of Russian vernacular 
buildings fran Kiev to Siberia. The galleries of the Russian Bishop's 
House have been reconstructed fran interpretations of original plans; 
the original galleries, thenselves, had been rebuilt in a new 
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configuration in 1887. 39 At No. 29 the original gallery with its 
flooring, staircase, and balustrade remain intact except for the roof, 
which was modified to accaoodate the 1880s addition. 

Now a part of Sitka National Historical Park, the Russian Bishop's House 
is in the final phases of restoration. Visually, it has gTeater 
integTity of setting, materials, and design than does No. 29, which 
presents an altered face to Lincoln Street. The integrity of No. 29 
resides in the relative ca:npleteness and coherence of orginal form and 
fabric behind its ca:npranised facade. No. 29 is a primary docunent in 
the vernacular architecture of the Russian colonies. Thus the two 
remaining Russian period structures in Sitka carplement each other. A 
study of one can illuninate the other, while they each represent one of 
the driving forces in the Russian occupation of America: the Russian 
American Carpany and the Russian Orthodox Olurch. 

***** 
In the 1890s a writer for the newspaper North Star described the • 
heritage of New Archangel still present in Sitka: 

Alaska's quaint and queer old capital is especially 
interesting to tourists as the mouldering, mildewed 
monunent of the old Russian daninion .... l.\Jany of the 
old Russian buildings are still standing, and, though 
moss-covered, dingy, and gTey with age, they still show 40 wonderful durability and ingenuity in their construction. 

By 1961, when the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings study 
was conducted in Alaska, many of the Russian period structures had been 
lost to fire and daoolition. However, enough remained that the North 
Star's description could still apply to Sitka. Twenty-five years later, 
only two, irreplaceable, structures ranain: the Russian Bishop's .fbuse 
and Building No. 29. 

Today No. 29 on Lincoln Street is the only building in Sitka to tell the 
story of the Russian American Ca:npany and its errployees, who came to 
expand an errpire through the wealth of furs. It is the only building 
which embodies Sitka's transition fran the Russian capital, New 
Archangel, to Sitka, capital of Alaska. No. 29 is the only building 
which remains to tel 1 of the Caipany men who stayed to seek their 
fortunes under the American flag and of the frontier adventurers, 
investors, aspiring politicians, civil servants, imnigrants, tradesmen, 
and entrepreneurs who flocked to an old Russian capital to fulfill their 
American dreams. • 
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of Block 1 according to the u. s. Survey No. 1474, Tract A, the Subdivision of the City of 
Sitka located in the Sitka Recording District, First Judicial District, state of Alaska. 
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according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

title date 

For NPS use only 

l • I he•eby certify that this p•operty is Included in the National Regis!., 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
---------------~--~----------~~- •W»WWW-;t;o --·'"'·-----
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Cl"'STO.MS COI,I,ECTOR DODGE'S HOUSE, SITKA, A.T. E.T. 1868 

ILLUSTRATION 3. BUIID~ NO. 29, SITKA. 1868. 

Reprcxiuced .in A Journey to Alaska in the Year 1868: being a diary of the 
late Emil Teichmann, reprinted 1963. 
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The view from the front window of Lady Franklin ,s drawing room at 
Sitka, looking out over the islands of the bay. To the left is a part of Building No. 
29, occupied by John H. Kinkead . 

ILWSTRATION 5. BUII.DING NO. 29, SITKA. 1870. 

Reproduced in Lady Franklin Visits Sitka, Alaska 1870, R. N. DeArmond, ed., 
1981 • 
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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Holy Assumption Orthodox rhiirch 

andorcommon Church of the Holy A.ssumption of the Virgjc M0ry 

2. Location 

street & number Mission & Overland Streets 

city. town Kenai 

state Alaska code 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_ building(s) 

structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
---L. private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

N.A. 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
Loccupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
Lyes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 

no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Alaska Diocese, Orthodox Church in America 

street & number Box 728 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 

military 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entered 

- not for publication 

code 

_museum 
_park 
_X_ private residence 
L religious 
_scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

city. town Kodiak _ vicinity of state A 1 as ka 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse. registry of deeds. etc. U. S. Bureau of Land Management 

street & number 701 C Street 

city, town Anchorage state A 1 a s k a 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title 
Alaska Heritage Resources 
Survey (HKFN-036) has this property been determined eligible? =:X=- yes _no 

date June 16, 1972 _federal t state _county _local 

. Office of History & Archeology, Alaska State Division of Parks 
depos1toryforsurveyrecords p011 ch 7001 (555 Cordova) Olympic Bldg. 

city, town Anchorage stale A 1 as ka 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_Lgood 
_fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
___L original site 

_moved date -------------

Describe the present •nd origin•I (if known) ph1sical appearance 

See Continuation Sheet~ NO. 7. 
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Physical Description and Appearance - Continuat:on Sheet 

The Holy Assumption Orthodox Church National Historic Landmark is on the 
east shore of Cook Inlet, 165 miles southwest oi Anchorage. The site 
consists of the Church, the rectory, and a chapel. All are on what is 
known as the Russian Mission Reserve, 13.47 acres. composed oi two 
irregularly-shaped lots. The larger of the two, 12.04 acres, is a 
cemetery. A narrow corridor connects it to the other lot, 1.43 acres, 
on which the church, chapel, and rectory are located. At one time, 
another associated building, the Russian school, was also on the smaller 
lot. The City of Kenai erected the Fort Kenai Museum, of logs, in 1967, 
on the site of the schoolhouse, leasing the land from the church. 

The site itself is southwest of the town of Kenai on the Kenai Peninsula 
in southcentral Alaska. Kenai is the principal town of the Kenai 
Borough. The Kenai Orthodox parish encompasses the Kenai peninsula as 
far south as English Bay and as far north as Tyonek, some 400 square 
miles and includes four chapels. The community which has responsibili
ty for the buildings on the site is the local Kenai city Orthodox 
population which numbers only 130 adults, drawn mainly from the Kenaitze 
Indians. 

The National Historic Landmark is approximately 1000 feet north of the 
bluff overlooking the north shore of the mouth of the Kenai River as it 
flows into Cook Inlet. It is bounded on the north and east by a U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Rese~;e and on the south-east by Overland Street. An 
apartment complex at the intersection of Overland and Alaska Streets is 
outside the southern boundary of the property and extends to the bluff. 
'!'he cemeter;1 has no road on its western border and is approached down a 
?ath which is an extension of Mission Street. This unpaved road bisects 
the irregular smaller lot, the church being on the south side of the 
street, the rectory directly across to the north. The chapel is 395 
feet to tha west of the church and is approached by a path leading from 
a short unpaved drive. On either side of this path, which is part of 
the site, are two dwellings and several log outbuildings which are not 
part of property, but are physically between the church and the chapel. 
The chapel sits apart, surrounded by a small open, grassy area with low 
birch and poplar trees on its perimeter. (Please refer to site drawing.) 

Holy Assumption Orthodox Church 

The National Historic Landmark takes its name from the Holy Assumption 
Orthodox Church. The structure was built in 1895-96 and was the second 
Orthodox church on the site. The first, built in 1849, replaced an 
earlier chapel, built in 1841 by representatives of the Russian-American 
Company, the Russian trading company which gained a monopoly in Alaska 
in 1799. An account in the American periodical, Russian Orthodox 
American Messenger (in Russian) provides information on the form of the 
new church: · 

The new Kenai temple is constructed in the shape of a ship, 
of logs, .•• with a capacity of 80 persons, with an 
ikonostas. On the ikonostas and on the Royal Doors are new 
ikons, acquired in part through donations of $100 from the 



local Brotherhood. The walls of ~he temple are wall-papered • 
and the ceiling is painted with oil[-based} paint. !he 
porch [narthex] is divided into two small rooms: one 
designated as a vestry, the other as an archives and for 
church supplies. The [exterior} walls are not yet sided 
(neobshity); the roof is shingled [cherepitsei] and painted 
with oil(-based) paint. There is no bell tower, but the 
bells (3) hang from a beam under a portico (naves] built 
over the entrance door to the narthex [papertJ. The con-
struction of the church and the ikonostas was accomplished 
in part by means of funds from the local church and generous 
[dobrokhotnviJ donations within the Kenai parish and in part 
through funds from the Alaska Ecclesiastical Consistory . 
.••. The old church is being used temporarily as a school. 

The Church/Clergy Register (Klirovaia vedomost') for 1903 reported that 
the bell-tower and the fence around the church were both completed in 
1900. An early photograph, ca. 1905-1910, shows the church covered with 
white-washed siding, and with a two-story addition to the front, topped 
by an octagonal belfry with eight semi-circular windows and a cupola and 
cross (fig.l). The addition also considerably enlarged the porch, or 
narthex, and by providing the bell-tower, added an element without which 
no Orthodox church was considered complete. 

The design of the Holy Assumption Orthodox Church is a common rural 
Russian plan, being rectangular with a semi-hexagonal apse (see attached 
architect's drawings for renovation work in 1978, and fig. 2). The 
church is built on an east-west axis, with the altar at the east end and 
a small porch with a gable roof on the west end (figs. 3 and 4). The 
building is covered with clapboard siding, painted white, and has brown 
trim around the windows and door, along the exterior corners, and 
outlining the center of the nave. At the west end of the church is the 
square (15 'feet x 15 feet) two-story bell-tower, with a decorative 
saw-tooth wooden molding painted blue, at the eaves. The pyramidal 
roof-line of the tower is broken by an octagonal belfry, with eight 
windows with semi-circular arches. Each of the panels of the octagon 
and the windows themselves are outlined in brown paint; the panels have 
a blue star within each semi-circle. Louvers are used in the windows. 
Atop the belfry is an octagonal roof of wood shingles, the eaves of this 
roof forming a lip which extends well out over the belfry, again a 
common Russian design. The point of the roof culminates in a narrow 
collar with a drum-like-vertical extension; both are of wood and hold 
the slender flame-shaped cupola of metal sheeting. The collar and 
cupola are painted blue, while the drum is white. 

On the north and south elevations the nave is distinguished from the 
bell-tower and the apse by vertical trim on the east and west ends. The 
central portion of the nave has walls 18 feet high by 29 feet long; it 
has a pyramidal roof of wood shingles. The nave, like the tower, is 
topped by a four-sided pyramidal roof, broken by a cupola, this one in 
an onion shape (fig. 5). The drum holding the cupola is decorated with 
vertical rectangular panels painted blue and the collar has a molding 
which forms a triangle design, with a star in each of the eight tri
angles. The nave is joined to the tower and the apse by 12 foot walls, 
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and a 6 foot hip roof extension, abutting the bell tower in the west and 
forming a gable roof over the apse in the east. At the east end of the 
church over the entrance to the altar area, on the hip roof, is a third 
cupola and crosi (fig. 6). In this case, the collar and drum are 
painted white, the onion dome itself corresponding to the dome over the 
nave. A gold-painted metal three-bar Orthodox cross is atop each of the 
cupolas. The apse, containing the altar, also has walls which are l2 
feet high; its two side walls are 6 feet wide; the back wall is 10 feet 
4 inches. The corners of the apse have brown trim. The shingled roof of 
the apse, being three sides of a pyramid, echoes the shape of the roofs 
of both the tower and the nave. 

There are five windows on the north and south sides of the church, four 
on the first story, and one on the second story of the tower. The 
window in the center of the nave is a set of two vertical twelve-light 
sashes. The others on the first floor are double-sash, six-over-six 
light. The vertical windows consist of four of the six-over-six turned 
sideways. The window on the second floor is smaller, but also double
sash, twelve light. The shingle roof is painted light green. The 
over-all dimensions of the church nre 65 feet 9 inches long (including 
the front porch) by 23 feet 6 inches wide by 44 feet high. 

Since 1900, only minor changes have been made to the basic structure of 
this classic Russian-style village church. The modifications to the 
exterior have been to the bell-tower itself, as various solutions were 
sought to control the damage of snow and rain while providing for the 
ringing of the bells. Early photographs show that the windows in the 
bell-tower were unglazed and uncovered (fig. l). A later photograph, in 
l919, shows one uncovered window, while the others appear boarded up and 
painted white (fig. 7). In 1949, these windows again appear unglazed 
and uncovered (fig. 8), but in 1961, double-sash windows with four 
lights up and down are in evidence (fig.9). At present, louvers are 
used in all eight windows. Early photographs of the church also indicate 
that a painted molding was used to further delineate the nave, tri
secting the walls, with the peak of the triangle on a line below the 
cupola. Aside from these minor modifications, the church on th~ outside 
:ooks today much as it did in 1905. 

The interior of the church reflects the exterior, that is, the simple 
rectilinear design is apparent as one enters the narthex, or pre-dvor 
(before the doors) in the Orthodox terminology. The full church is 
visible from the entrance, if the Royal Doors in the center of the 
ikonostasis are open. The narthex is the first story of the bell-tower 
and is 15 feet x 15 feet x 12 feet. Beyond a pair of French doors is 
the nave; on a one-step platform (the amvon) on the eastern end of the 
nave is the ikonostasis which bisects the room. Behind the ikonostasis 
is the altar area, or sanctuary. Returning to the narthex, on its north 
wall is a five-step ladder-like stairway to a lockable, insulated door 
which provides access to the bell-tower and the second story. Beneath 
the stair is a storage closet. The narthex, like the rest of the 
interior, is sheathed in sheet rock which is painted white. 
Tongue-in-groove beaded boards. which are painted blue, are used for 
both the ceiling and wainscoting in this room and in the nave and are 
original to the church. Only in the sanctuary is there no wainscoting. 
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French doors, which are original to the building, lead co the nave 
(fig. 10). Each door has four lights and two wood panels. 1'Jo round 
wood columns. on wooden plinths, support the beams which mark the 
elevated portion of the nave. Ornate brass wall lanterns are on the 
west wall on either side of the French doors (fig. 11). These fixtures, 
as well as the brass chandelier (fig. 12), date from the turn of the 
century. In an early effort at beautification, these brass fixtures 
were painted gold. The first tier of the ceiling is octagonal, each 
side defined by molding; a brace at each corner of the nave has been 
used to support four of the sides. The panels create the illusion of a 
dome, although the upper ceiling itself is flat; both sections of the 
ceiling are painted light blue (fig. 13). Four spotlights on the 
ceiling illuminate the ikon stand in the center of the nave as well as 
the ikonostasis. The latter is in need of restoration, although the 
ikons have been reinforced from behind with plywood. The ikons on the 
ikonostasis, in the sanctuary and on the walls surrounding the screen 
are original to the church and several may pre-date it. The Royal Doors 
in the center contain ikons of the four evangelists and of the 
Annunciation (fig. 14). To the right (south) of the doors. there are 
three large ikons: Christ the Saviour, St. Sergius of Radonezh (on the 
deacon's door), and St. Nicholas. On the south wall of the nave, immedi
ately west of the ikon screen, is a large ikon of the Resurrection. To 
the left (north) of the Royal Doors are three large ikons: the Mother 
of God (Theotokos), St. Alexander Nevsky (on the other deacon's door), 
and St. Innocent of Irkutsk . The ikon of this church, the Assumption 
of the Virgin, is on the south wall of the nave next to the ikonostasis. 
Above the Royal Doors is a particularly fine ikon of the Last Supper 
(fig. 15).The ikons are of good quality, in 19th century style. but all 
are soiled by smoke from the candles and censor. Under the north window 
in the nave is a case containing several historic items, particular to 
the church. Among these are antique Royal Crowns used in weddings, 
several small ikons with silver rizas (coverings), and a spike from the 
original Ca'thedral in Sitka. The church also possesses the original 
document creating the Kenai parish. signed by Bishop Innocent in 1849; 
it is framed but not displayed. 

The altar room, east of the ikonostasis, contains several old ikons, 
which also are soiled by smoke from candles (figs. 16 and 17). On the 
south wall of the sanctuary is a window, the only one in the church 
which opens. East of it is a small glass-front wall-cabinet, used to 
store utensils for the service. The walls of this room are white 
plaster board; the ceiling of tongue-in-groove beaded boards, is painted 
light blue. The furnishings of the room include the altar, the Table of 
Oblations, and the Plashchinitza (a tomb-like structure on which is laid 
an ikon on cloth of Christ; it is used only on Good Friday). 

The second story of the church is reached by means of the stairway from 
the narthex. A landing midway contains a ladder to the belfry. The 
bells are believed to be the same ones installed in 1900 (fig. 18). The 
second story of the belltower is a storage chamber, containing 
paraphernalia used in church services throughout the year. There are •• 
also a number of significant historic items. Two original built-in ~I' 
floor-to-ceiling wood cabinets with shelves house these items. The 
cabinet on the west wall contains brocade vestments, cost of which are 



• 

• 

• 

5 

antique and used only once a year; one of them bears the name Pa~filov 
and the date 1901 (fig. 19). The cabinet on the south wall contains a 
number of historic documents, in journals: records of vital statistics 
(Metricheskii Knigi) from 1922 co 1968, synopses of correspondence from 
1893-1919, records of the Brotherhood (1905-1918) and the Temperance 
Society (1906-1907), Registers of Confessions (1911-1945), and account
ing records (1906-1943). Wall shelves in this room contain liturgical 
and Sunday-school materials, no longer in use, for other churches and 
chapels in the parish (fig. 20). There also are 41 copies of an Aleut 
Gospel of St. Matthew. 

A door on the east side of this second-story room opens into a smaller, 
low-roofed storage chamber, which is formed from the gable on the west 
extension of the nave. This room has not been modified and the exposed 
hand-hewn logs clearly show the underlying struct~re of the church (fig. 
21). The insulation on the floor between the beams is a styro-foam 
pebble compound over visqueen; the roof logs have not been insulated. 
A:n opening on the east wall of this small chamber has been filled with 
insulation (fig. 22). 

In 1978-1979, Historic Preservation Funds were used to rehabilitate the 
building and to repair damage from weathering and inadequate maintenance 
(figs. 23. 24). Exterior work included repair and/or replacement of 
deterioriated items such as belfry panels, the right front door and the 
sill, wood shingles, and the front steps. Louvers were placed in the 
belfry windows. Work yet to be done includes some roof shingle repair 
and repair to the cupolas over the nave and the altar. A picket fence 
also is to be replaced around the church. In the interior, rehabilita
tion included structural stabilization. insulation, and weatherproofing, 
as well as repair and refurbishing of surfaces. The walls were stripped 
back to the underlying logs, removing twelve layers of wallpaper in the 
process (fi&. 25). The logs, which were dovetailed, were found co be in 
excellent condition, but some additional support was provided on the 
inside walls. A vapor barrier was installed and the building was 
insulated with fiberglass. The walls were covered with plasterboard and 
painted white. Woodwork was sanded, patched, and painted. The windows 
were caulked and glass replaced. Thermo-pane glass was inserted in each 
sash on the inside of the existing windows, so as to retain the original 
window appearance; the exception is in the tower where the windows have 
not had thermo-panes added. The electrical system was brought up to 
code and new boxes installed. Spotlights were placed in the ceiling 
both in the nave and in the altar area. Baseboard electric heating was 
installed, replacing an oil stove. This solution to an old problem, 
unfortunately, deposits dirt along the wall above each heater. The 
major work remaining to be done on the interior includes restoration of 
the ikon screen to its original appearance, cleaning of the ikons, 
removal of gold paint on the brass chandelier and wall-lamps. The most 
noticeable difference between the church prior to rehabilitation in 1978 
and the present is the absence of wallpaper in the current building 
(figs. 26, 27). The church today appears in good condition and is 
pleasing to the eye, but it lacks the intimate quality provided by the 
floral wallpaper which covered both the nave and the sanctuary. The 
church committee still hopes to be able to wallpaper the church and to 
restore the ikonostasis and the brass fixtures in the near future. 
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The Chaoel of St. Nicholas 

The Chapel of St. Nicholas was built in 1906. and rests over three 
graves, those of Igumen (or, Abbot) Nikolai, first missionary in the 
Kenai area, his assistant and reader, Makarii Ivanov, and another monk 
whose name is not recorded. There are no other graves at this site. It 
is customary for priests and elders of the church to be buried in the 
church yard. As Igumen Nikolai died in 1867, during the time of the 
first church in Kenai, the chapel is, then, on the site of this first 
church, and also, therefore, on the site of the original Russian Fort 
St. Nicholas. 

The chapel is used for .memorial services, and when weather permits, the 
priest holds a moleiben, or Thanksgiving service, in the chapel on 
December 19, St. Nicholas Day. 

An article in the Orthodox Church periodical, Russian Orthodox American 
Messenger (in Russian), in 1906, made note of the building of this 
chapel, in the following excerpt from the bishop's annual report: 

Among the chapels constructed [in 1906] the one in Kenai 
deserves special attention. This chapel was built through the 
zeal of Kenai residents, although donations were contributed 
from other places. It was dedicated to the name of St. 
Nikolai and is located near the Kenai church on the grave of 
Igumen Nikolai, the first missionary to the Kenaitsi; it is on 
the very spot of the altar of the first Kenai church. The 
dimensions of the chapel are 20'x20'xl5' high. Due to a 
shortage of funds, the chapel is still not well decorated, but 
in its present condition, it cost as much as $300. 

!he chapel was consecrated on December 6, 1906. 

The chapel commands attention on the bluff overlooking the confluence of 
the Kenai River and Cook Inlet (figs. 28, 29, 30). It is built of 
hand-hewn logs, their weathered appearance in marked contrast to the 
freshly painted cupola at the peak of the roof. The building is almost 
square with dove-tailed corners, many of which are still very tight 
(fig.31). There are two 2 feet x 3 feet windows in the north and south 
walls, three of which are boarded. The entry, having neither door nor 
jamb, is on the west. The chapel rests on concrete blocks which are 
several inches above the ground. A concrete slab provides a front step. 
A gable projects from each side of a pyramidal roof; those on the north, 
south, and east sides have 2 feet x 3 feet windows which are now boarded 
up (fig. 32). The roof is of sawn wood shingles, with a S-6 inch 
reveal; the ridges are flashed with a S inch metal strip. The cupola is 
a dramatic counterpoint in texture, color, and design to the wooden 
walls and roof (fig. 33). It is comprised at its base of an octagonal 
collar of perhaps two feet in height, which is painted white and emboss-
ed with a blue star on each side. Around the overhang between the ~Ill 
collar and the drum is a dentil trim which has some of the "teeth" •• 
missing; it too is painted blue. Above the collar is a round drum with 
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eight panel inserts painted dark blue, framed in light blue. The doce 
is an elongated onion shape of sheet metal, also painted blue, with the 
three-bar cross over all. The cupola echoes design and decorative 
elements in the church cupolas, which are visible 400 feet to the 
northeast. 

As there is neither ceiling nor covering over the walls, the structure 
of the chapel is clearly visible~ The logs are hewn flat on the inner 
and outer edges and are notched on the underside where they are stacked 
one on another. Moss has been stuffed into the small cavity thus 
created. This technique is most visible in the doorvay as neither door 
nor jamb remain (fig. 34). At several points on the walls, spaces 
between the logs show wooden dowels which were used to secure the walls 
(fig. 35). The roof is supported by rafter logs (6-3 inch taper) on 
approximately 4 feet centers (fig. 36, 37). All four corner hip rafters 
oeet at the top to support a single post inside the cupola (fig. 38). 
The rafters are sheathed with 111 rough sawn lumber boards spaced 2-5 
inches apart. The gables are supported by ledger rafters nailed to 
sheathing; the rafters at the outside end of the gable support both 
tongue-and-groove siding (set vertically) and sheathing boards. 

The chapel is empty, having no permanent·furnishings. Its only light 
comes from the doorway and one window from which the boards have been 
removed. 

!n 1973, the Kenai Historical Society replaced ·the log supports beneath 
the chapel with the cement blocks which are there now. At that time, 
the crosses which lie flat on the ground over the graves were replaced 
over visqueen in hope of reducing the progress of decay. Efforts by the 
Society to keep glass in the windows and a door hung have been unavail
ing, even plexi-glass falling to vandals. In 1978 the cross was blown 
off the cupola. In 1980 it was replaced using a metal stem which fits 
dovm into the cupola. This eliminates the need for guy wires which 
previously were necessary for stabilization. At the same time, the 
cupola was painted with an epoxy-type paint. 

The Rectorv 

The rectory attached to the Holy Assumption Orthodox Church is north of 
the church, directly across Mission Street {fig. 39). Although first 
inhabited in 1894, it was actually erected in 1881 (fig 40). which would 
make it the oldest building in the Kenai region. !he house consists of a 
two-story center section with two one and one-half story wings (fig. 
41). It is 40 feet long (east to west) by 21 feet wide (north to south) 
and is constructed of hand-hewn redwood logs, joined with squared-notch 
corners. !hese are covered on the exterior by wood shingle siding, 
except as noted below. At one time the rear portions of the wings had 
attached sheds, each of which has been removed (fig. 42). On the 
northwest (rear of the kitchen) side, the original logs have been 
covered by board and batten and a covered entryway, also of board and 
batten, has been added. On the back side of the northeast wing, the 
original logs have been revealed; a fragment of newspaper still clinging 
to these logs bears the date 1896. !he former doorway into this shed 
from the house is covered on the exterior by boards· and on the interior 
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(now the bathroom) by sheetrock and marlite. On the front o: the house, 
a covered entry, which is i feet wide, extends four feet out from the 
center section. The gabled roof of the house itself extends north to 
south on the center portion and east to west on the wings and is covered 
by corrugated tin over wood shingles. Shiplap siding is used under the 
gables. There is a fire-escape on the west end of the house, from a 
second-floor exterior doorway (formerly a window). There are seven 
single-light windows on the first story, two on each elevation except 
the north, which has one window serving the master bedrcom. There is a 
single-light window on the second floor under each gable. There is also 
a window, now boarded up, on the south wall of the entry porch, and a 
small boarded-up vent at the roof line under the south gable of the 
house. 

The interior floor plan of the rectory is nearly the same as it was at 
the turn of the century, according to the recollections of a local 
resident who lived in the house from 1914 to 1932. The center section 
on the first floor is taken up by the entry and the master bedroom. The 
kitchen-dining room is west of the entry (fig. 43), a living room (or 
study) is to the east (fig. 44), and north of the living room-study is 
the bathroom, which was at one time a study-bedroom. The original 
plasterboard walls on this floor have been preserved. The second floor 
is approached by a simple stairway from the living room-study which 
emerges in the east gable of the partially finished second story. There 
are now two bedrooms in the north and south gables. The exterior walls 
of the east and west gable "rooms" recently have been insulated, but 
otherwise this story reveals the original construction materials of the 
house. A narrow walkway over the original ceiling joists runs from the 
east gable to the door in the west gable which leads to the fire-escape; 
the bead-board ceiling of the first story is exposed below the joists. 
The same boards are used on the walls of a passageway which runs east to 
west through the central part of the second floor (fig. 45). The log 
walls are unchanged on the east and west interior walls; moss chinking 
and old Russian square-headed nails used as pegs are still in evidence. 

This dwelling has undergone some renovation since its construction, 
although it has changed very little in appearance since photographed 
near the turn of the century. Most of the alterations involve "moderni
zation", and few of the structural ones are irreversible. An occupant 
of the house remembers that at one time a Russian-style brick stove was 
used in the kitchen for cooking; this was removed sometime prior to his 
family's dissociation with the house in 1952. He also remembers that 
the first floor flooring was originally dirt, which was replaced first 
by split poles and then by planks ca. 1924. At one time, also, there 
was a wall separating the dining and kitchen areas. These were the only 
significant alterations until recent years. In 1969, the city of Kenai 
entered into an agreement with the parish to improve the rectory. The 
contractor excavated under the logs, laid brick piers to support the 
beams and poured concrete between the piers. At that time, a concrete 
slab replaced the plank flooring throughout the first floor. The city 
added the bathroom and running water at that time, and relocated the 
stairway from the kitchen to the east room. At this time, also, the 
city removed both rear sheds. Although the date is not certain, this 
may also be when the six-over-six-light windows on the lower floor were 
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replaced by single lights. A new gas heating system also was installed 
in the wall, replacing the Galanka stove, which, however, remained in 
place. In 1970 the metal roof was put direc:ly over the shingles by the 
local Lions Club, at the initiative of the newly resident pries~. In 
1979, another priest, who is currently resident, requested the following 
alterations, which have been made: 

--in 19i9 or 1980, the exterior door on the second floor was cut through 
and the fire escape was attached; 
--in 1983, electrical wiring was brought up to code, and the secondstory 
was insulated; at this time, the priest removed the former insulation, 
consisting of five inches of dirt, which had laid on the floor of the 
second story between the support beams for the ceiling of the lower 
story; 
--in 1984, the Russian Galanka stove, made of local bricks, was removed. 
It was original to the house and had been its source of heat. It had 
occupied the space between the master bedroom and the living room, but 
had been out of use for many years. In its place, a wall was construct
ed, with a closet on the bedroom side and bookshelves on the living 
room-study side. Also at this time, the bathroom-laundry room was 
replumbed and marlite was put over the plasterboard and sheetrock over 
the board ceiling. 

7he general appearance of the rectory, particularly on the outside, 
reflects both inadequate maintenance and routine upkeep. The metal roof 
of the rectory appears out of place, and does not seem to fit the roof 
itself very well. The building is badly in need of paint, and many 
shingles need replacement. Nonetheless, several features of the house 
recall its period of construction, when it was the most substantial 
residence in the region. The present priest and the church council have 
made an effort to retain significant elements of the historical features 
of the structure, including the original floor plan. The building has 
the original ceiling beams and boards on the first story, except in the 
bathroom, as described above (fig. 46). !"10-inch holes, bored through 
the logs to the outside, are still in use for ventilation as ~he windows 
do not open. The front and back doors are quite old, although possibly 
not original to the house; they are paneled, with four lights in the 
upper half and are badly worn and damaged in places. The priest would 
like to retain these if they could be restored. As noted above, the 
second story has been preserved with only minor maintenance alterations, 
except for the addition of the exterior door on the west end and inter
ior doors on the two upstairs rooms in the east and west gables, to 
create bedrooms. Turning to the immediate vicinity of the house. there 
is no fence as there once was around this property. and the yard has not 
had any recent attention. The structure is now flanked on the west side 
by a trailer and another temporary building, both used for storage by 
the family (fig. 47). On the east side is the modern log two-story 
building of the Fort Kenay Museum. in the location of the old Russian 
school. Because of their temporary nature, the storage sheds do not 
diminish the historical integrity of the site. The Museum, also on the 
historic site, contains exhibits which pertain to the period; it there
fore, does not diminish the integrity of the site. 



Appearance of the site 

The major changes to the church and its associated buildings on the site 
do not concern the structures, which are remarkably well-preserved in 
their basic integrity, but relate to the site and its surroundings. 
When built, the rectory and the church occupied a distinctive spot on 
the bluff above the river, both structures well-defined by neat picket 
fencing, possessing a noticeable dignity. Although not physically 
removed from the life of the community, log houses being around them, 
they enjoyed a harmony of design with their surroundings. The fences 
around the rectory and the church are gone; the yards have not been 
well-maintained. The distinction of the rectory, in particular, has 
been obscured both by its nearby non-historic structures, although 
several of these are not permanent, and also by its metal roof. Fortu
nately, a number of fine trees have grown up around the church, helping 
it to retain a certain distinction with respect to its surroundings. A 
major four-lane highway (the Kenai Spur Highway) is but two blocks away, 
and is on the northeast edge of the cemetery. A 12-foot fragment of the 
northwest edge of the cemetery has been occupied by a trailer court. 
These intrusions do not, however, destroy the historical integrity of 
the site. 

Of the three structures on the site, the chapel most nearly retains the 
original atmosphere, being set apart from nearby structures, with a low 
rail fence of logs; the absence o.f trees immediately around it remind •• 
one of the way the church looked in the earliest pictures available, ~., 

that is, standing somewhat apart on a grassy bluff, having a neat, 
self-contained appearance. 

• 



8. Significance 

•
Period 
__ prehistoric 

Areas af Significance-.Check and justify below 
___ archeology·prehistoric _ community planning ... landscape architecture :J..._ religion 

• 

• 

-- 1400-1499 __ archeology-historic conservation .. _. law ---· science 

- 1500-1599 __ agriculture . __ economics __ .. literature . -- sculpture 
_1 architecture X. _ education __ military J.._ social. - 1600-1699 

- -- 1700-1799 -X- art eng1neerrng ___ music humanitarian 

_J._ 1800-1899 ·-commerce exploration settlement __ philosophy - theater 

-X-- 1900- ___ communications industry ·--politics government _transportation 
_ invention _ other (specify) 

---------------- ·--- ~ ·-·- -· 
Specificdates 1882, 1894-9.6 BuilderArchitect Bishop 1 s House: Mooser & Piser, 

·-··--· ·-·· .. ·--·-· ---------·--·---·--·san Francisco: TA;-and Alaska ·cammer1cal 
Statement af Si~nificance (in one paragraph) Co. ' Una 1 as ka. 

Significance 

The Holy Ascension Orthodox Church at Unalaska and its associated 
Bishop's House are the most outstanding reflections of a Russian 
heritage which has permeated the Aleutian Chain from the 1750 1 s to the 
present. The site was the source of a Russian missicnary outreach which 
was so successful that to this day most Aleuts, who are still a majority 
of the population of the Aleutian Islands, consider Orthodoxy an 
integral part of their culture. The site is associated as well with the 
career of the first resident Orthodox bishop of Alaska. Innocent (also 
know as Rev. Ioann Veniaminov), who also made lasting contributions to 
architecture, linguistics, ethnography, historical documentation, public 
health, and cultural adaptation, and recently has been canonized a saint 
of the Orthodox Church world-wide. From its beginnings. the church was 
identified with education and literacy; from the 1890's. the church also 
was a provider of social services and administration for a vast region. 
Its influence was wide-spread throughout northern Alaska, and it was a 
counterpart to the Cathedral in Sitka, which also is a National Historic 
Landmark. The church itself, built in 1894-1896 in the cruciform style, 
with three altars. is the oldest church of this type in Alaska., Its 
utensils, mostly associated with Bishop and Saint Innocent, are 
especially fine, and its ikons are of rare quality. The ikonostasis of 
the Chapel of St. Innocent also demonstrates the craftsmanship and 
artistry of the Aleut people themselves. 

HISTORY: 

See Continuation Sheet, No. 8 . 



8. Historv - Continuation Sheet 

Kenai, Alaska has a recorded history dating frcm its founding as Fort 
Sc. ~icholas (Nikolaevsky R~doubt) in ~791 by repre~entatives ~f the 
Russian fur-trading enterprise, the Leoedev-Lastochin Company. This 
company was one of several which operated in what was once Russia's 
eastern-~ost frontier, exploring the Aleutians and the coastal waters of 
the Bering Sea in search of otter pelts. The outpost on the Kenai River 
was not the first Russian outpost on the mainland, those of Fort 
Alexandrovsk (present-day English Bay) and Fort St. George (Kasilof) 
?re-dating it by five years. Nikolaevskii Redoubt, however, assumed a 
dominant position by the end of the 18th century, and until Alaska was 
sold in 1867, was the principal Russian community in southcentral 
Alaska. Early in its history it became known by the name of its local 
Indian people, the Kenaitze, being called Kenai by both Russians and 
Americans. 

In a typical pattern of settlement on the Russian frontier, promysh
lenniki, or fur-traders, were the first to enter a region; they were 
followed by representatives of the Orthodox church. Although Russians.> 
had become active in Alaskan waters in 1741, it was not until 1794 that· 
the first Christian mission was sent from Russia to baptize the natives. 
A member of this original missionary party, Hieromonk Juven~ly, is known 
to have spent some time in the Kenai region during 1795-96.~ Following 
his death in 1797, until the middle of the 19th century, there was no 
regular Christian servicing oi the region. Missionary visits were made 
every two or three years by the priest based at Kodiak, and occasionally 
Kenai Orthodox would travel by birlarka to Kociak to receive the 
sacraments. 

In 1840, Alaska became a diocese of the Russian church and for the first 
time had a resident bishop. rsis opened a period of dynamic growth for 
the Orthodox church in Alaska. In 1841 Bishop Innocent (Veniaminov) 
created six' new parishes; Kenai was one of them. In the same year, the 
Russian-American Company employees built the first chapel at Fort St. 
Nicholas, dedicating it to the Assumption (into Heaven) of the

0

Virgin 
Mary (Theotokos--Mother of God, as she is called by the Orthodox}. 
Services iniEially were led by a layman, an employee of the Company, 
A. Kompkoff. In 1844 the first priest arrived to live at Kenai and to 
serve the parish, which eventually included not just the fort and its 
community but also seven other communities, encompassing several hundred 
square miles. This individual, Igumen (Abbot) Nicholas, stamped his 
imprint on the community for many years to co~e. He served the Kenai 
parish, and for a time, the neighboring Nushagak River region, from 1844 
until his death in 1867. He is buried under the chapel of St. Nicholas 
which is included in the National Historic Lancim~rk. 

Abbot ~icholas transformed the chapel into a scall church, complete with 
ikonostasis and altar, and undertook the building of a full-fledged 
church in 1849. During his tenure in Kenai, Russian became the princi
pal language of education as well as of commerce. The priest started a 
school sometine in the early 1860's. He also acted as arbiter between ~~ 
the officials of the Russian-American company and the natives, on one ~I' 
occasion rebuking an official for taking a native girl to live with him 
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and the whole post contingent for drunkenness. 5 His diaries also 
report his activity in vacinating the population, a practice ordered bv 
the dynamic Bishop Innocent. 0 !his missionary travelled w-idely 
throughout his parish. visiting the northern villages of Tyonek, Knik, 
Susitno, and Kustatan in one year, a journey by bidarka. or dog teac of 
up to J months; he visited the southern communities of Ninilchik, 
Seldovia, and Aleksandrovsk (English Bay) in alternate years. In 1859, 
he reported that 1,432 natives had been baptised in the parish. This ~ 
includes about half the Kenaitze recorded for the region at this time. 

1 

Abbot Nicholas left a number of diaries describing his travels and 
encounters, ~hich provide invaluable ethnographic and historical 
information. The records of vital statistics left by this priest and 
others w-ho followed him provide us with the onl~ demographic data for 
the period from 1844 to the early 20th century. 

In 1867, Abbot Nicholas died and in the same year, Russia sold Alaska to 
the United States. For the next 15 years there was no resident priest 
at Kenai, and from 1881 to 1896 the priests changed every three to five 
years. It was clear, nonetheless, that by the 1880's that Kenai was a 
valuable part of the Orthodox diocese, for from 1881 until 1952, it was 
not without a priest except for two years between 1886 and 1888. The 
Orthodox church, therefore, continued as a cultural and social factor in 
the region, broadening and deepening its contact with the population. 

For many decades after the United States took reponsibility. there was 
no effective civil order in those parts of Alaska, such as Kenai, which 
were far from the capitol at Sitka and after 1900 at Juneau. Schools 
were not established by Protestant and Roman Catholic missionaries until 
the 1890's and public schools did not become a factor until the early 
20th century. The Russian school in Kenai and the schools under its 
aegis in the villages were the principal avenue for advancement for 
native children. Many of the graduates of the Kenai school went on to 
higher education at the Seminary in Sitka or San Francisco and returned 
as readers, teachers, and priests in Alaska. Among these was 
Alexis Ivanov, the son of the reader at Kenai, who went to the San 
Francisco Cathedral School £~5 training and returned to Kenai, both as 
teacher and church official. Girls were included in the classes, 
receiving the general education in Russian, Slavonic (used in church 
servicestt Church law, mathematics, geography, and after 1867, 
English. The Russian church-supported schools in Kenai were among the 
most successful in Alaska. At Kodiak, Unalaska, Sitka, and in the 
interior, Protestant and Catholic schools competed with the Orthodox for 
students, but the Kenai Orthodox were unchallenged. 

The schools were actively supported by the Church Brotherhoods which 
became prominent in many of the Kenai-parish co~.munities from the 1890's 
on. These organizations, for which the priest or chief village elder 
served as president, were an important social-service mechanism on the 
frontier. A report in 1896 notes that the Brotherhood had 130 members, 
including several women. It maintained a student from the hamlet of 
Summit at the parish school in Kenai. It also had organized a pharmacy 
"with the most ne12ssary medicines" which were available free of charge 
to the community. Ten years later, in 1907, the Brotherhood reported 
expenditures for aid to sick members and their families and for widows, 
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for t~j poor, and included support of ~id-wifery as ~ell as the phar-
macy. The annual reports of the Broth~rhood between 1896 and 1906 
also list fines charged to members for drunkenness. In 1906, this social 
function was assumed by a Temperance Society, which was not confined to 
church members, but was under the a~gis ?£ the church. The Society also 
initiated a library to promote sobriety. 

Aside from its cultural and religious work, the Orthodox church also was 
responsible for several properties, three of which comprise the struc
tures in the National Historic Landmark. The land on which the proper
ties rest was assured to the Orthodox church in the deed of sale of 
Alaska and formalized in surveys conducted by the General Land Off ice in 
1904-08. At the tioe of the Sale, in 1867, the properties of note were 
described by the Russian official in charge of the transfer as being "A 
timber-built Church of the Assumption, situated inside the palisades at 
the northwest corner of it; a 5timber house for the priest in the immedi
ate vicinity of the church. 11

.1. 

Abbot Nikita (Marchenko), arrived in Kenai in 1881, the first resident 
priest in fifteen years. During his five-year tenure at Kenai, he 16 repaired the old church, and began work on a new parish residence. 
This house was built on the instruction of then Bishop Nestor {Zass), 
who was responsible for the buf 7ding of a number of churches and rec
tories throughout the diocese. He had coi::missioned a San Francisco 
architectural firm to draw up a set of plans for a church house, de-
signed for family living {as Orthodox priests must be married unless, .iill

1
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like Abbot Nikita, they are monks). These plans have survived in the ~I' 
church archives and were used as the design of parish houses in Kodiak 
and at Unalaska, also constructed in the early 1880's. The building 
erected in 1881 in Kenai has the same general floor plan as the Unalaska 
house, which also is still standing: a two-story central section with 
one-and one-half story wings ~ith five rooms on the first floor and two 
large rooms,on the second. Although proof is lacking, it seems possible 
that the rectory in Kenai followed the scheme devised by the architect-
ural firm of Mooser and Piser of San Francisco. The building, ·however, 
was not finished or inhabited until 1894, due to the death of Bishop 
Nestor and financial stringencies in the diocese. The church records 
note that a priest, Alexander Yaroshevich, who served Kenai from 1893-
1895, finished the interior of the building and moygd his family into 
it, although he was unable to finish the upstairs. This building, 
begun in 1881, is still occupied by priests of the Holy Assumption 
Orthodox Church and their families. 

The priest Alexander Yaroshevich, who apparently was an architect as 
well as a builder, also was responsible for the replacement of the 
church which had served the community si~ce 1849. The new structure was 
of a more refined character than its predecessor, for by the end of the 
19th century, Kenai was an enclave of Russian culture in America, and 
enjoying some prosperity. A priest commenting in 1897 on a Russian 
complaint that the Orthodox church was losing influence in Alaska, noted 
that "The every-day language in Kodiak, Unalaska, Afognak, Kenai, !9d • 
Belkovsky is still Russian, rather than English." (emphasis added) 
Bishop Innocent (Pustynsky) in 1904 noted that Kenai, like Kodiak, "has 
the form and feel of life that one would find in a Russian village 
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parish. The Russian economy (khoziascvo) left its mark, and ... in the 
opinion o2 the local missionary, Kenai feels as if it were a Russian 
village." O Another diocesan official in reporting in 1901 on a visit 
to Kenai, wrote: "Kenai always is a pleasant sight. The poplars, 
birches, flowers and grasses, and soft sands have all the elements of a 
Russian vista ..• " This same official commented: "Especially fine is 
the view of Kenai from the entrance to its harbor. The Kenai church is 
brand new and in the best site. It 1is much enhanced now by the addition 
to the nave of a high bell-cower.""" 

An article by the priest at Kenai in 1898, Rev. Ioann Bortnovsky, 
relates the history of the building oi this church, noting the signifi
cant role of the priest, Alexander Yaroshevich: 

Until the time oi the administration of Fr. Alexander 
Yaroshevich, the Kenai Church, although maintained to the 
extent possible, nonetheless could not withstand the passage 
of time and fell into decay. It became necessary seriously to 
consider a new church. Therefore, the father missionary and 
his parishioners, with the priest and dean of the Sitka 
District, Fr. Vladimir Donskoi, initiated at once a petition 
to His F.minence Bishop Nikolai for pet"lllission to begin con
struction of a new temple in Kenai. The results of the 
petition were favorable. Father Dean on May 8, 1894, informed 
the clergy of the Kenai church that the Holy Ruling Synod [in 
Russia] approved the proposed plan of construc~ion of a church 
at ~akolaevskii Redoubt [Kenai], with payment oi a grant for 
that purpose of 5400. In 1894, on June 13, with God's help, 
under the supervision oi a special commission consisting of 
the local clergy and several elected, trusted parishioners, 
the work was begun. In 1895, the church was finished and on 
June 9 of the same year, with the blessing of His F.minence the 
Xost Reverend Nikolai, Bishop of the Aleutians and Alaska, the 
dean of the Sitka district, Hieromonk Anatolii (Kamenskii), it 
was consecrated in the name of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Mother of God [Theotokos]. But the builder-priest, 
Fr. Alexander Yaroshevich did not participai:e in the consecra
tion festivities. Before the date ••• he had been crans
ferred to the city of Juneau to the Tlingit (Kolash) Mission 
and he was replaced by Fr. Ioann Bortnovsky. This i22a brief 
history of the Kenai Mission with its personalities. 

During the construction of :he church, an incident occurred which illus
trates the social and judicial role of the Orthodox church in the 
community. The agent of the Kenai post of the Alaska Commercial 
Company, a man named Ryan, was a notorious tyrant and on one occasion 
broke into a church service threatening the people and swearing at them. 
When disarmed, he threatened to kill the church warden. This incident 
was one of several drunk-and-disorderly charges which the community had 
noted against Ryan but the nearest Justice of the Peace in 1895 was in 
Kodiak, across the Bering Straits and many days away. The chancellor of 
the diocese came to Kenai from Sitka to investigate the situation at the 
request of the priest and, due to his action, a petition was sent by the 
Kenai residents to i:he District Judge asking for Ryan's punishment and 



r.::::oval from Kenai and Alaska. There were no judicial re:nedies in t:his ~I· 
case, but Ryan was dismissed from his job with the Company, although h~ 3 ~I' 
continued to live in and terrorize Kenai for several years thereafter.· 

The period from 1896 to 1908 was an active one in the histor:: oi the 
parish, Father Ioann Bortnovsky being an energetic missionary. During 
1897-98, he spent from ~ovember to March in the tiny village of Knik, in 
an effort to convert the Indians of the Copper River r~§ion who came to 
t:he village to trade, but were otherwise inaccessible.~ The Brother
hood and the Temperance Society were started during his tenure. And it 
was also during this time that the community built both the bell-tower 
and the chapel, the latz5r as a memorial to the founding priest of the 
parish, Abbot Kicholas. The Brotherhood participated actively in the 
building of the chapel and the church, supplying both labor and materi
als and buying ikons from their treasury. Father Ioann continued the 
school as~~ell and in 1898 built a one and one-half story structure to 
house it.~ By 1900 there were fivi

7
schools in the Kenai parish. all 

under the aegis of the Kenai church. Thus, forty years after the 
United States had purchased Alaska, it was the Russian government, 
through its support of the church, which provided education and a number 
of other social services to the residents of the Kenai peninsula. 

Reverend Paul Shadura followed Rev. Ioann Bortnovsky and served as 
priest in the Kenai parish from 1907 until his retirement in 1952. His 
children still live in the community and provided valuable information 
about the structures within the National Historic Landmark. Even as 
late as the mid-20th centur::, Kenai was not so different from a century 41t 
~efore. It was still an Orthodox village, inhabited primarily by 
descendants of the Kenaitze Indians who had greeted the representatives 
oi the Lebedev-Lastochin Company in 1791. Father Paul had ecclesiasti-
cal authority not only for the seven historic communities of the parish 
but also for the new city of Anchorage, founded in 1917, which did not 
have its o~ Orthodox priest until 1967. The 25 years since oil was 
discovered off Kenai's coastline have wrought enormous change, turning a 
village into a first-class city. The Orthodox comr.unity today, is still 
active although now it is a small minority of the population of 5700. It 
is still using the facilities built 90 years ago. These buildings are 
considered a community treasure by the City and Borough of Kenai and 
receive much interest and support from both its Assembly and the Kenai 
Historical Society, as the chapel, rectory and Church of the Holy 
Assumption are the structural reminders of the important Russian era in 
southcentral Alaska. 

• 
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Er.dr:ot.:s 

1) Svetlana G. Federova, The Russian Population in Al~ska and 
California--Late 18th Centur~ - 1667, trans. and ed. by Richard A. 
Pierce and Alcon S. Donnelly, Materials fer the Study of Alaska History, 
~o. 4 (Kingston, Ontario: Li~estone Press, 1973), 121-122. 

2) Richard A. Pierce, ed., The Russian Orchodox Re!i~ious Mission in 
America. 1794-1837, ~ith ~aterials Concerning the Life and Works of the 
!1.o::-.k Geman, ar.d Ethnoszraphic ~fotes bv the Hieroc:onic Gedeon, trans. by 
Colin Bearne, ~aterials for the Study of Alaska History, ~o. 11 
IKir:gston, Ontario: Lic:estone Press, 1978), 45. 

3) Barbara S. Smith, Russian Orthodcxv in Alaska: A Historv, lnvencorv 
and Analvsis of the Church Archives in Alaska ~ith an Annotated 
5ibliographv (Anchorage, Alaska: Alaska Historical Resources, 1980), 
5-8. 

4) Schnurer, Sister Victor:.a, "The Russian Experience," in The Native, 
Russiar. and American Experiences of the Kenai Area of Alaska, ed. by 
James C. Hornaday, for the Conference on Kenai Area History, November 
7-8, 1974 (Kenai, Alaska, May, 1975). 55. 

5) Schnurer, 58 . 

6) Schnurer, 57. 

1) Sctnurer, 74, fn. 6, notes that Abbot Nicholas' report for 1859 
?rovides the following ethnographic breakdown ior his baptisms to date: 
801 Kenaitze, 450 Chugach, 5 Aleuts, 148 Ugalentzi [region of Valdez], 
and l8 mixed; Federova, p. 278, gives a population figure of 1,099 
Kenais for ~he year 1859. 

8) The original manuscripts are in the Alaska Church Collection of the .. 
Library of Congress and in Fall l984 will be available on microfilm, 
with a guide. Several of these diaries ha~e been trans!ated and 
pub:ishea in the following: 

"Three Journals of Abbot Nicholas: 1858-1860, 1862-1863, 1864", Or:hodox 
Alaska, IV, No. 4, 2-7. 

Joan Townsend, "Journa.ls of 19th century Russian Priests co the Tanaina, 
Cook Inlet, Alaska,tt Artie Anthropology, XI (1974), So. L 1-30. The 
journals noted above are included here as well. 

9) Each priest was required to keep several journals, the ~etricheskii 
knigi, or ~etrical Books, being one of thee. These included data in 
chronological order, arranged by event, of births, baptisms, tarriages, 
and deaths. The original documents for Kenai, from 1844 to 1921, are in 
the Alaska Church Collection at the Library of Congress. The daca for 
Alaska froo these books, through L936 (lacking 1867-1889) has been 
compiled and published by the Library of Congress alor.g with an iGdex: 



Index co Baptisms, ~arriages and Deachs in the Archives cf the ~ussian 
or:hodox Greek Catholic Church in Alas~a. l8lo-[866 (~ashin;tcn, D. C., 
Manuscript Division, Library or Congress, 1970); Ir.dex ... 1890-1899 
(1965); Index ... 1900-1936 (1964), 

10) Schnurer, 63-64. 

ll) roar.n Bortnovskii, "Kenaiskaia missiia (The Kenai Mission]," 
Amerikanskii pravoslavnyni vestnik (Russian Orthodox American 
~essenger;, II, No. 19, pp. 558-559. This journal will be noted 
hereafter as ROAM. 

12) "V Kenai [In Kenai]," ROAM, I (1896), No. 5, 79-80. 

13) Ioann Borcnovskii, et al., "Godovoi otchet Kenaiskago Sv. 
Pokrovskago Bratstva s 1-go Oktiabria 1905 g. po 1-oe Oktiabria 1906 
goda rAnnual Report of the Holy Protection Brotherhood from October l, 
1905 to October l, 1906], ROAM, XI (1907), 193-194. 

14) ROA.~. X (1906), 230. 

15) Quoted in "Old Fort Kenay" by Roman Malach in The Alaska Sportsman, 
Dece~ber 1~64, 39, cited in Schnurer, 59. 

16) Abbot ~\ikita' s diaries are also in the Alaska Church Collection of 
the Library of Congress. A selection, from his years of service, 
1881-1886, has been published in Townsend, 10-14. 

17) Holy Assumption Orthodox Church, "Vedomost' o tserkvi 
nakhodiashcheisia v selenii Kenai vo imia Uspeniia Bczhei Materi 
[Register of the Church in the village of Kenai in the name of the 
Assurr.ption of the Mother of God], 1895," Box D285. Alaska Church 
Collection, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. Hereaiter this 
document wil: be referred to as "Kenai Church Register" "7ith the year. 

:8) Ibid. 

19) Tikhon S'halamov, "Pis'mo v redaktsiiu [Letter to the Editor]," 
ROAM, I (1897), 496-497. 

20) Innokentii (Pustynskii), Bishop, 11 :-;elishniia ukazaniia [tiseful 
instructions)," ROAM, VIII (1904), 289. 

21) Antonii (Dashkevich), Hierornonk, "Po Sitkhinskocy okrugu [Around 
the Sicka District]," ROAM, V (1901), 61-62, 63. 

22) Ioann Bortnovsky, "[The Kenai Mission]," ROAM, II (1898), 
530-531. 

23) To•-nsend, "Journals of 19th Century Russian Priests," 14-16. 

24) Ioann Bortnovsky, "Zimovka v Knyk [Wintering in Knik] ," ROAM, II 
(1898). 533-538. 
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• 25) ROAM, XI (1907), 163. 

26) Kenai Church Register ... 1903. 

27) Schnurer, 68 . 
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ia. Verbal Boundary Description and Justification -
Continuation Sheet. 

The Church of the Holy Assumption NHL is situated on Tract A 
of the Russian Greek Church Mission Reserves persuant to Act 
of Congress, June 6, 1900, and recorded on U.S. Survey No. 
192, 1904. 

Commencing at corner number l as designated on the plat of 
u.s. Survey No. 192, situate at Kenai District of Alaska; 
such corner being the point of beginning, thence N. 47° 29' 
w. a distance of 6.17 chains to corner number 2, thence s. 
420 10' w. a distance of .76 chains to corner number 3, 
thence N. 400 52' W. a distance of 2.27 chains to corner 
number 4, thence s. 540 03' w. a distance of 2.12 chains to 
corner number 5, thence N. 50° 15' W. a distance of 1.24 
chains to corner number 6, thence N. 340 30' E. a distance 
of 2.45 chains to corner number 7, thence S. 48° 32' E. a 
distance of 3.28 chains to corner number 8, thence N. 42° 
45' E. a distance of .79 chains to corner number 9, thence 
S. 470 25' E. a distance of 1.62 chains to corner number 10, 
thence N. 500 20' E. a distance of 2.72 chains to corner 
number 11, thence N. 220 10' E. a distance of 5.30 chains to 
corner number 12, thence N. 710 40' w. a distance of 4.54 
chains to corner number 13, thence N. 170 45' E. a distance 
of 15.9 chains to corne~ number 14, thence s. 71° 15' E. a 
distance of 5.14 chains to corner number 15, thence S. 170 
50' W. a distance of 18.94 chains to corner number 16, 
thence S. 70° 50' E. a distance of 5.91 chains to corner 
number 17, thence s. 460 40' w. a distance of 7.39 chains to 
corner number 1, the point of beginning. 

The boundaries of the Holy Assumption Orthodox Church 
National Historic Landmark conform to the historic plat 
contained in the U. s. Land Survey of 1904. Within the 
site, there is a modern log structure, which houses' the 
Kenai Museum; it contains pertinent exhibits but is not a 
historic building. There is also a temporary structure used 
for storage near the rectory, but it does not have a 
permanent detrimental effect. These two non-contributing 
structures do not impair the integrity of the site. 

See attached U. S. Survey Map, 1904 • 
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ASSUMI>rfION 

RUSSIAN ORTI-IODOX 
CI-IURCl-I 

KENAI, ALASKA 

The Holy Assumption Orthodoa: Church ho1 been the prlnclpaf and moa' 
endurin9 repreHnfotlve of Rutsicn culture in aouth-centrol Atad:o from 
18•0 to the preumt. For the Kenoltzt h'ldioM, who ore atiH o •t9nif· 
icont portion of the papufotfon, it woa the major ln•tllullan tor the a1-
1imilotion of •••fun cu1tom1. In portlctdar, U serwed oa on educa
tional, r•ligloua. adminlni1trotlYe, ond judiclol center well Into the twen~ 
titth century, U 0110 pra-wldtd the reigton'a firtf occeaa to public health. 
The fhf'll 1truc:ture1 on the aite repreaent cloaaic Rus1ion-1tyl1 orchitec
lure on the for-weatern frontier. The Church of the Holy Auumptton it a 
fine ••ample of o vllooe church,; it la a cla11fc example of the Ptli.ov, 
ve11el or ahip, d.•ion. It JI 0110 the oldeat afandlno Orthoda• church in 
Alofto. The rectory ia typtca1 ot the home• of the RuHlan vi1la9e 9en
try and ot the tlrr.e of U1 construction woa clearly a 1ub1ton1iof land
mark, b1in9 the only hro-1tory 1tn.1cfure in the community. The chop•' 
i• on ucellent u:ompfe of Runion techniques of to9 conttrucfion, tta 
unconred 109 wal1 on mu1tratlon of the tlt1Uful croft1mon1hip and en~ 
9ineutn9 of the Runion-trained buUdera of the Kenai peninsula. 

Oocumentoion of the Holy Auumption Ru11•an Orthodox Church, the 
Chapel Ot St. Nlchotaa, and the rectory wo1 undertaken by the Historic 
Amertcon 8tilldin9 Sunty (HABS) 1 a divi!llion of the Notional Park 
Service. The project wo1 executed 1.mder the 9enera1 direction of Ro· 
bur J. Kap.ch, chi1f of HABS/HAER~ and Boyd Evison, Ala1ko Reoton
o1 director, Notional Park Service RecordinQ wo1 carried out during. 
the aummu of 1996 by 0Gvid Snow. project director t Randoll Sis.ti~ 
rik and Ken Morfin, orchltecturol technitlona• and Sondta M. Faulk~ 
n•r. hltforion. -r==-..... >·" ... ._.,\__. r_,. 
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lilIOJLY A§§lUMJPJrliON JRU§§JIAN ORTHODOX <CJEIIUJR<CJHI 
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I STORAGE 

-;; 
ON 

SECOND LEVEL PLAN 
SCALE. 319" • 1', O" 

SANCTUARY 

·• ' 

FIRST LEVEL PLAN 
SCALE· ~18"• !"-0" 

r1"'\ t.J...L!-4..J IO 

Wo , a 3 

FEEt 

'-ElERS 

The Holy Aasumption RuHion Orthodol Church 
wot built In 1895·96 according to o common 
rural Rutsion desiqn. In 1900, the bell towu and 
the tenet around the church wire bo,h completed. 
Since then, minor chanou no'l1 been made to 
lhe Htarior, lnch.1dfno o uriea of modificotion1 
to tl\e btU tower •fndowt. Aaide from theH: 
olteratlon1 1 thit cloulc, Ruulon~ttyle vlllo9e 
chutch look& much the some today 01 It did 
in 1905 .. 

Motedol1 Hofea 

Floor: Corpe,ed wood-pion\ f\oorint on ht'lfft .. 

loq ond concrete foundation 

Wall•: 6 .. htwn loo com1truclion throuqhout, H· 
cept for belfry. which ls of standard, df
menaionoJ hominq lumber. Eiterlor It clod 
in s• tonque and 9roo¥e sldin9. 

Roof; 6* hand hewo roflen, wood thinole•. 
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1. Name 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
E•P· 10-31•8'1 

f04' NPS UM only 

received 

date entered 

historic Russian-American Company Maoazin (storehouse) 
-==~~"==-..:..:::...=..=...::...:::..:.::...::...;:__.:__..;_~~~~~~~~~~~-

and or common Erskine House and Baranof Museum 

2. Location 

street & number 101 Marine Way _ not tor publication 

city. town Kodiak _ vicinity of 

state Alaska code 02 county Kodiak Division cod• 150 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
--...X building(s) 
_ structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
___!;public 
_private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

Status 
-1L occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
-X- yes: restricted 
-·- yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name City of Kodiak 

street & number P. 0. Box 1 9 7 

city. town Kodiak _ vicinity of 

Present Use 
_agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ . entertainment 
-· government 
-· industrial 
_ milltary 

Lmuseum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

state Alaska 99615 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse. registry of deeds, etc. Kodiak Is land Borough Assessing Department 

street & number 710 Mill Bay Road 

city. town Kodiak state Alaska 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
National Survey of Historic Sites 

title and Buildings has this property been _<!!term~~ed eligible? --X- yes __ no 

date 1960-62 _x federal __ state _ county ___ local 
---------

depository tor survey records National Park Service 

town 
Washington 

state D. C. 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
-X. good 
_fair 

_ deteriorated 
_ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_unaltered 
_x_ altered 

Check one 
X. original site 

__ moved date 

DeacriH the present and original Cif known) physical appearance 

The Setting 

The only Russian-era building remaining in •odiak, Alaska, is the 
structure known as The Erskine House. The name derives from one 
of its several owners, Wilbur J. Erskine, who purchased the house 
in 1911 and lived in it until 1948, when he sold it. The more 
correct name for the building is related to its historic use, the 
Russian-American Company magazin (storehouse), or simply, the 
magazin. 

The magazin is in the heart of "oldn Kodiak. The building is on 
Center (formerly Main) Street near Marine Way, on the southwest 
corner of Block 16, facing southeast. It sits on a bluff which 
rises 30-40 feet above the channel separating Kodiak Island from 
Near Island. Southeast of the building is the remnant of a 
seawall built by the Russian-American Company to serve as a dock 
and a foundation for a large warehouse which was completed around_ 
1860. A modern warehouse now rests on this seawall, but the 
original Russian rock work and anchor rings are visible from the 
water. 

The Russian-American Company magazin is today the only building on 
Block 16 and is surrounded on all sides by a park, which, with the 
structure, is owned by the City of Kodiak. This park is well 
maintained. Adjoining Block 16 to the northeast are four oil 
storage tanks belonging to Standard Oil Company. Southeast of 
the magazin across Marine Way, is a Standard Oil warehouse, noted 
above as being on the old seawall. West of the seawall is a 
modern dock at which a large ship has been drydocked and which is 
now used as a cannery. At the foot of Center Street, at the 
junction with Marine Way, is a new city building which houses the 
ferry terminal, Chamber of Commerce, and the Visitor's Information 
Center. Across Center Street from the magazin is an off ice 
building. (Photos 1-4) 

Although modern Kodiak appears to press in on the old ma~azin the 
property always has been in the center of a bustling maritime 
community. A map, dating from 1808, shows a warehouse (magazin) 
on tne site of the present-day structure, surrounded by a church, 
the "Governor's House," workshops, and dwellings. (Photos 5 and 
Sa). A 1965 report prepared for the National Park Service 
described the magazin, then a private residence, as being 
surrounded by a medical clinic and off ices of the Alaska Fish and 
Game Department. 1 The Russian-American Company structure today 

tt 

is actually more isolated on its site than at any time in the ·~ 
past, encircled as it is by the park. .., 

Continued 
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Today the City of KodiaK leases tne Russian-American Company 
magazin to the KodiaK Historical Society. The first floor is 
occupied by a museum, while the second floor contains the off ices 
of tne society. 

The Historical Structure 

The Russian-American Company magazin is a rectangular log struc
ture covered with horizontal redwood lap siding. It has two full 
stories and an unfinished attic. The building measures 36 feet by 
72 feet, exclusive of a one-story porch which extends across the 
southeast facade and is partially enclosed with glass. There is 
an enclosed one-story shed housing a heating plant attached to the 
nort~east end of the building. On the southwest wall of the first 
floor there is a bay window. The structure has 2,152 square feet 
on the ground floor and 2,112 square feet on the second floor. 
(Photos 6-9) The gable roof is shingled and is steeply pitched, 
rising from the ceiling of the first floor, with an additional 
center front facade gable. There is a single dormer in the rear, 
near the northeast end. 

Something of the roofing system can be interpreted from unfinished 
spaces running along the eaves on the second floor. Access to 
these is gained through a low opening at floor level in the front 
room ot tne second floor. Here tne original construction has been 
left exposed. (Pnoto 10) Joists run longitudinally (E-W); they av
erage a~proximately 15" in diameter and are not squared; they are 
laid approximately 10' on center. The joists are notched' into a 
round sill log, which in turn supports 3' uprights, 6" x 3". A 
horizontal plate rests on the uprights, providing support for the 
rafters, 4" x 4", spaced about S' apart. (Illustration A) In the 
attic the roof is exposed. The original rafters have been aug
mented witn 2" x 8" supports spaced 2' apart. These double the 
original rafters. The date of this work is not known, except that 
it was before a fire in tne 1930's, as both old and "new" rafters 
are charred. 2" x 8" rafters also were used to construct the 
front gable. A report by architect Alfred c. Kuehl for the 
National Park Service in 1963 noted that "Roof rafters and sheath
ing are not original."2 

The walls of the magazin are composed of horizontal fir logs, 
forming a box-like structure. The logs are rough-hewn and planed 
flat on both the exterior and interior. The bottoms are concave 
and the tops convex to form a saddle fit. The logs are caulked 
with moss. (Photos 11-13) There are no corners exposed to 
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view J01n1ng techniques. The interlocking of the logs is visible 
in the interior where wall coverings have been removed to reveal 
the original construction. (Photo 14 and Illustration B) 
The exterior walls are 8" to 11" thick, determined from the depth 
of the window casings. (Photos 11 and 15) They are covered by two 
layers of siding. The inner layer is of rough boards applied 
vertically and is of unknown derivation and time of placement. A 
photograph taken in tne 1940s shows streaks of what looks like 
paint or whitewash. The exterior layer of lap siding is redwood. 
( Pnoto 1 1 ) • 

Archaeological evidence indicates the first floor of the Russian
American Company building was originally divided into two large 
rooms with possibly two or three smaller rooms on the northeast 
end.3 The two rooms were separated by a log partition which did 
not have a communicating doorway. This wall is still in place and 
is of hand-hewn logs varying in diameter from 9" to 16". The tops 
are concave and the bottoms convex so as to fit snugly. (Photo 
13) The sides are squared off to make a reasonably flush wall. ·~ 
These logs interlock, as described above. According to the long- ,.., 
time owner of the building, W. J. Erskine, the log wall originally 
"divided the lower floor in two, leaving the store on the left, 
looking toward the building, and a large room on the right side, 
which provided for some storage and a sort of public room, where 
gatherings and'parties were held. To the right of the large 
public room was the kitchen, and a little dining room."4 

The earliest photographs show the structure well supplied with 
windows. There were six {possibly seven) on the first floor front 
facade, all being two 11gnt, double-hung one-over-one. Also in 
the front gable there were two windows, both six-over-six lights. 
The northeast facade is visible in an early photograph and shows 
one window in the attic, two on the second floor {within the end 
gable) and one on the first floor. (Photos 16 and 17) A second 
window on the first floor northeast facade is not visible in these 
pictures. A 1906 photograph shows a portion of the rear of the 
first floor and five windows (photo 18); two are out of sight. 

There were two entries to the building, the main one apparently 
tnrough a door under tne right eave of tne front gable. There was 
anotner aoor to tne left of this door, but its location has shift
ed. In the earliest photograph (ca. 1880), the opening was to the 
left of tne southwest eave of the front gable (photo 16). By 
1898, it was in its present location, just to the right of this • 
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eave, at the location of a window, while a window replaced the 
termer door. (Pnoto 19) 

Inside the righthand door is a stairway to the second floor and a 
door to tne rignt whicn leads to two or three smaller rooms, inc
luding a kitchen. (Photo 20) The stairwell is sheathed in hori
zontal tongue-and-groove ooards, as is the small room to the east 
of tne stairs. The stairwell, sheathing, and balustrade appear to 
be original to the structure. (Photo 21). The rear dormer is 
opposite the top of this stairway at the end of a short hall. 

There are no extant records which describe the original flooring 
of the building. Presently, the flooring is 3" tongue-and-groove, 
wnich is not original. In 1963, National Park Service Landscape 
Architect Alfred C. Kuehl conducted a field inspection of the 
structure and reported, "Observation of the crawl space under the 
house i.e. magazin revealed hewn floor joists and beams."5 
The ceiling on tne tirst floor is 5" tongue-and-groove decking and 
once supported a layer of dirt and moss which served as insula
tion. Tne floor and ceiling in the second story are not original. 
The dirt insulation has been removed from both floor systems. 

The heating system also is not documented before the 1890s. Pho
tographs from, those years show two brick chimneys rising above the 
main sections ot the building. (Photo 16) 

Little can be deduced about the partitioning of the second floor. 
All of the walls are sheathed in horizontal tongue-and-groove 
boards, whicn is a typical Russian finishing. (Photos 22 and 23) 
Combined with the finishing of the stairwell, this suggests that 
the upstairs may have been used as living quarters from an early 
date, and quite likely during the Russian era. 

Modifications to the St~ucture 

Tne old Russian magazin has experienced some modification, but it 
is essentially tne same Russian structure noted in a map of the 
1860s and very likely dates from as early as 1808. The size and 
shape of the building are unchanged; its basic log construction 
also remains unchanged. The present arrangement of rooms on the 
first floor is the same as in the earliest accounts. The stair
well, balustrade, and interior wall finishings of the stairwell 
and second floor are probably original. The major modifications 
of the structure are: possible changes in the roof line, from 
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hipped to gable; the addition of a front gable early in the his
toric period; and tne addition of a bay on the southwest facade. 
Other modifications include the replacement of the original log 
foundation, first with graywac~e or slate beach slabs and then 
concrete (although the original floor joists are intact); reloca
tion ot one of two front doors; the addition of two layers of sid
ing on the exterior; the partitioning of the second floor; the 
addition of a stairway to the attic; removal of tne stove from the 
first floor and the brick chimneys altogether; and the glassing in 
of the front porch. The first-floor ceiling is original, but the 
dirt insulation has been removed; both the ceiling and flooring of 
the second floor are not original. There has been modernization 
of utilities as well, including the addition of electricity, 
modern plumbing, and forced-air heating provided by a furnace 
h6used in a sh~d on the northeast side of the building. A Halon 
fire suppression system nas been installed. 

From the evidence, it seems clear that the Russian-American 
Company built the structure originally as a storehouse, possibly ~ 
with some living quarters. In the early 1860s a larger warehouse 
was built on the seawall, southeast of the magazin, probably 
supplanting the building's storage functions. It seems feasible 
tnat at this time, in the 1860s, the front gable may have been 
added or modified to provide more light for the second floor. In 
size and style, the building is not unlike the two-story fur barn 
built at Fort Ross, that is, two stories with finished, although 
rough-hewn, exterior walls and windows on both floors. Gnly the 
roof style is different. One report based on the u. s. Army's 1869 
map asserts that the structure had a hipped roof (as the barn at 
Fort Ross did), which was replaced by the present gabled roof in a 
later year (but before the first photograph).6 Such a hipped 
roof does not appear on copies of the 1869 map now available. The 
front gable appears not to be original to the structure and 
post-dates the present roof, as its framing is of later 
construction and a portion of the old shingled roof shows within 
the gable in tne attic. Nonetheless, while this gable may not 
have been original, front gables on both hipped and horizontal 
pitched roofs were a common design feature in the ouildings of old 
Sitka, prior to 1867. 7 

At some time the log rnagazin was sheathed with vertical siding. 
From the only evidence, a photograph from the Erskine years {photo 
11), it is not possible to tell whether this was finish siding or 
underlayment for the redwood lap siding now in place on the . ~ 
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exterior. What looks like paint on the vertical inner boards sug
gests tnat it was probably exterior siding, later covered by the 
redwood horizontal lap. Vertical siding was used by the Russians 
at Fort Ross on the chapel, ouilt around 1824. It seems possible, 
then, that the vertical siding was added by the Russians. Further 
analysis of this siding would be warranted, for if it should be 
redwood, it would suggest that it was put in place during the 
Russian's occupation of Fort Ross, where they had access to red
wood, that is, between 1812-1841. As for the exterior horizontal 
siding, Mr. Erskine has stated that the Alaska Commercial Company 
brought redwood sheathing from California in 1883 to refurbish all 
of their properties in Kodiak.a The building is visible in a 
photograph from ca. 1870-1890, and stands out as the only struc
ture with paint. This may indicate either its importance in the 
community, or its antiquity and need for preservation. (Photo 17) 

The Alaska Commercial Company, which owned tne building from 1867 
to 1911, made several changes in the structure. The left front 
door, into the southwest room, was relocated sometime before 1898, 
tne old doorway being made into a window. The right-hand door, 
into the "puolic" end of the building, has remained unchanged. 
The Alaska Commercial Company also outfitted the first floor as a 
residence. T~o doorways were cut through the log partition wall. 
Pnotograpns trom 1906 snow vertical bead-board wainscoting in the 
first-floor living areas. (Photo 20) Bead-board also was used on 
the ceiling of the second story and arranged horizontally on the 
stairwell leading to the attic. This finishing material is of 
post-Russian vintage. 

Another major change made by the Alaska Commercial Company was the 
addition of a bay. A photograph from ca. 1898-1900 (photo 19) 
shows the bay in place, and an interior photograph from 1906 show 
its furnishings (photo 24). On the other end of the building, the 
Company added a long one-story extension, but this has not 
survived. (Photo 19) 

~rom 1911 to 1948, w. J. Erskine owned the structure and put his 
own stamp on it. In 1940, he replaced the log foundation with 
graywacke or slate beach slabs.9 In 1942 the Erskines enclosed 
part of the porch with glass, as it is at present. 10 (Photo · 
25) They also used the entire house as a residence for the 
family, including the second floor. 
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In 1948, Erskine sold the building to Donnelly and Acheson 
Mercantile Company, wnicn used it as a residential rental until 
1964. In the latter year, the old magazin was acquired by the 
Alaska Housing Authority acting for the u. s. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, Earthquake Renewal Project R-19, 
tallowing tne earthquaxe and tsunamis of March 27. Because of 
these twin disasters, most of the buildings around the structure 
were razed. In 1967 tne Kodiak Historical Society leased tne 
building for use as a museum. The Society, with funding from the 
Alasxa Centennial Commission, exposed the interior logs and 
installed electricity on the first floor. Between 1967 and 1972, 
the Society installed a new shingle roof, enclosed the old brick 
chimneys on the second floor, installed two forced-air furnaces 
(in a shed on the nortneast end of the building) and installed and 
insulated the duct work around the building. In 1971, tne Society 
also introduced new ceilings, lights, and flooring into the small 
rooms on the northeast end of the first floor and modernized the 
bathroom. This section then became a caretaker's apartment. In • 
1972, the City of Kodiak purchased the property, and the Kodiak 
Historical Society continued to occupy the building under a lease. 
A chronology of improvements since 1974 follows: 

1974 
1975 
1976 
1978 

1979 

1980 

1 981 
t 982 
1983 

198 5 

Rock retaining wall built along Center Street 
B'urglar alarm system installed 
Halon fire suppression system installed 
Concrete foundation replaced beach-slab 
City of Kodiak purchased Lots 1, 3, 4, of Block 16, 

which surround the magazin 
Improvements to second floor, including wiring, 

painting, plumbing for a batnroom, and installa
tion of carpet 

Track lighting installed in first-floor museum 
Removal of rot from windows on north side 
Park landscaping of lots 1, 3, and 4 
New flooring tor exterior porch 
Hot-water furnace installed 
Rock wall extended along Center Street 
Center Street stairwell repaired 
Interior and exterior porch repaired and painted 
Strengthening of second floor 
BricK chimneys removed on second and third floors 
Electric plugs installed in first-floor exnibit area 

• 
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Evidence from archaeology, materials' analysis, and early 
nineteenth-century maps and drawings indicates that the 
Russian-American Company built a storehouse on the Kodiak site 
between 1804 and 1808. A lithograph of Kodiak by Iurii I. 
Lisianskii in 1804 shows no building of similar size or 
construction near the waterfront, 11 while a map made in 1808 
shows a large structure, designated on its accompanying key as tne 
"newly built magazin" (storehouse) on the site of the present 
structure. (Photos 5 and Sa) A map of Fort Kodiak, made in 1869 
for the United States Army, also shows a large rectangular 
building on the site. (Map 1) Hand-wrought nails taken from the 
exterior walls are similar to those recovered at Fort Ross~12 
construction at tne latter site occurred between 1812 and 1840. 
(Hand-wrought nails had been generally replaced by machine-cut 
after 1820.) 13 

The earliest photographs of the building come from the 1870s or 
1880s, during tne era wnen the warenouse was owned by tne Alaska 
Commercial Company. These show a structure in appearance very 
mucn like the present, that is, a two-story building with a steep
ly pitched roof with three gables, and a front verandah. (Pnotos 
16, 17, and 26) It is safe to assume this was tne same structure 
denoted in both the 1808 and the 1869 maps, at least in its basic 
configuration. 

The magazin was originally built as a warehouse for furs and as 
such is more crudely constructed than other structures from the 
Russian era in Alaska, such as the Russian Bishop's House or 
Building 29, both at Sitka. The logs are not carefully matched, 
the hewing is rough, and squaring is casual to provide a 
reasonably flush surface. Longitudinal joinings, where logs are 
joined to achieve the necessary length for a wall, are very crude, 
but stable and secure. Moss and earth insulation and evidences of 
previous canvas wall covering {witness the nails mentioned above), 
are typical of Russian construction, as is the lack of an interior 
passage between the two main rooms on the first floor. 

The roughness of construction is appropriate for the early date 
and function of the building. Refinements such as the numbering 
system marked in tne logs by the hewers wno worked on Building 29, 
Sitka, did not occur until Russian-American Company Governor 
Etolin imported Finnish carpenters into Alasxa in the early 
1840s. 
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With the exception of the enclosed porch, the bay in the soutnwest 
facade, and tne heating-plant enclosure on tne northeast wall, the 
exterior configuration of the building is as it was in the earli
est photograpnic evidence, ca. 1880. Tne interior has been modi
fied extensively, but tne first floor has been returned to what 
appears to oe its Russian-period plan. Tne basic frame ot tne 
building retains much integrity, including the main interior walls 
on tne first floor. Tne nistoric fenestration pattern and many of 
the original windows are still intact. The stairwell and balus
trade tram tne tirst to the second floor remain unchanged from the 
historic period. Unfortunate losses are the original chimneys and 
all of the original wall coverings and insulation. 

FOOTNOTES 
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3Anne D. Shinkwin and Elizabeth F. Andrews, "Archeological 
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8. Significance 

Period 
. __ prehistoric 
-··-- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
archeology-preh1storic _ community planning landscape architecture 

___ archeology-historic conservatron law 
·--·- agriculture economics literature 

religion 
science 
sculpture 

- 1600-1699 
1700-1799 

-X- 1800-1899 
4- 1900-

architecture education _ military 
art engineering ___ music • sociali 

humanitarian 
commerce x exploration· settlement __ . philosophy ___ theater 
communications industry ___ politics. government _ transportation 

_ invention X- other (specityj 
Theme XXL. _Alas ka...Hi.s.t.Q.ry . 1741- E 

Statement of Significance Cin one paragraph) 

A warehouse, or magazin, in Kodiak, Alaska, dating from 1805-1808, 
is the oldest of only four Russian structures standing in the 
United States. Although this alone distinguishes the building, its 
association with Kodiak, the first administrative center of the 
Russian empire in North America, the Russian-American Company, and 
the Alaska Commercial Company provides an additional dimension to 
the building's historic importance. From 1793 until 1808, the com
munity of Pavlovsk, today's Kodiak, was the headquarters of the 
Russian-American Company and the main receiving point for furs from 
as fai away as the Pribilof Islands in the north and Yakutat in the 
east. During this period, the Russians built a storehouse or maga-
zin at Kodiak to house their wealth of furs before transit to 
Russia and the Orient. This log structure still stands on the 
original site. The old magazin is also noteworthy as the only edi
fice in North America which links the Russian and American trading • 
companies which, for more than 100 years, shaped the scope and di
rection of settlement and exploration in Alaska, and controlled not 
only commerce, but government, law, and social relations on this 
most western frontier. Owned by both the Russian-American Company 
and the San Francisco-based Alaska Commercial Company, the twostory 
log building played a part in the development of an intercontin-
ental trading empire. At various times its sphere of influence em
braced Russia, China, Japan, and the trading marts of London, as 
well as of San Francisco and New York. On June 13, 1962, -the 
Secretary of the Interior found the magazin, locally known as the 
Erskine House, to nave exceptional significance in expressing the 
history of the United States and declared it eligible for reg-
istered National Historic Landmark status. 

Historical Context 

Kodiak Island, midway between the Aleutian Islands and the 
Alexander Archipelago, was the site of the first permanent settle
ment established by the Russian lromyshlenniki (fur-traders) in 
North America. In August 1784, 3 years after Bering's discovery 
of Alaska, Gri9orii Shelikhov, head of a Russian trading company, 
established a base at Three Saints Bay (now Old Harbor) on the 
southeastern shore of Kodiak Island. This community on Sitkalidak 
Strait was named for one of Shelikhov's ships. During the next 
decade Three Saints became his company's principal base in 
America. 

continued • 
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In 1793, however, Three Saints Bay was replaced as headquarters by 
another community, some 56 miles nortnwest on Chiniak Bay. The 
settlement at Three Saints had been badly damaged by earthquakes, 
and at nign tide the wnole settlement was threatened by floods. 
Alexander Baranov, chief manager of the Shelikhov-Golikov Company, 
arrived on KodiaK Island in July 1791 and quicKly acted to ouild a 
new site for the company's headquarters. By 1793, Pavlovsk, today 
tne modern city of KodiaK, was ready to receive the transfer of the 
neadquarters from Tnree Saints. 1 For the next decade and a nalf, 
KodiaK (or Kad'iak in Russian) was the nerve center for the 
Shelikhov-Golikov operations. In 1799, tl:1is company was given ex
clusive rights to tne American trade by Russian Emperor Paul I and 
was reconstituted as the Russian-American Company. 

During the next 68 years, tne Russian-American Company served as 
the instrument of government in Alaska, acting under charter of the 
imperial crown. It provided schools, supported the clergy, main
tained an elaborate welfare system for disabled and the elderly, 
administered Russian law, collected taxes, and supervised the ex
ploitation of the resources of the land and waters of Alaska. It 
also supported exploration and scientific investigation which pro
vide much of our knowledge of pre-contact life among the coastal 
peoples from ~itka to Kotzebue Sound, as well as those livin~ in 
the interior of Alaska along the Yukon and Kuskokwim rivers. 

Kodiak, as headquarters of the Shelikhov-Golikov and lat~r the 
Russian-American companies, exercised all the functions of a major 
Russian town. It was at Kodiak that the first Russian Orthodox 
missionaries established the colony's first permanent religious 
mission, using tne settlement as a base for evangelizing among the 
Aleutian islands and along the Alaska Peninsula. At Kodiak one of 
the missionaries, the monk Herman (now canonized by the Orthodox as 
Saint Herman) established the first school for native cnildren. 
Kodiak also nad one of the two nospitals in Russian America. From 
KodiaK, huge flotillas of baidarkas went out on hunting expeditions 
as tar east as YaKutat, returning to Kodiak witn thousands of 
pelts, which were placed in storage ready for shipment to Russia 
and the marKets of tne Orient. Plans for development of other re
gional centers were made at Kodiak, and during 1799-1808, the 
Russian-American Company established counters, or outposts, at 
Atka, Unalaska, Novorossii (New Russia) near Yakutat, at Lake 
Iliamna and Nikolaevskii Redoubt (modern Kenai), both of the latter 
being taken over from their failed rivals, the Lebedev-Lastochkin 
Company. One of the most important administrative acts, 
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decisive for the fate of Kodiak, was to establish a major post at 
Sitka. Baranov's first eftorts to occupy Sitka Island (as it was 
then known) were repulsed in 1802 by Tlingit warriors, but by 
1804, tne Russian flag flew over a new fort at Novo Arkhangel'sk 
(Sitka). In 1808, wishing to use this new post as a base for 
hunting otter and seals along AlasKa's southern coast and also to 
launch colonization in northern California, Baranov transferred 
the headquarters of the Russian-American Company from Kodiak to 
Novo Arkhangel'sk. 

At the time of the transfer of the Russian-American Company head
quarters to Sitka, Kodiak was a sizable community with some 50 log 
dwellings, many of which were of two or three stories.3 A map 
of KodiaK made by I. F. Vasil'ev in 1808 shows more than 25 struc
tures, including one designated "newly built store," which is one 
of the larger buildings. (Photos S and Sa) A sketch ot the com-
munity made by Captain Iurii I. Lisianskii of the sloop "Neva" • 
during its stay at Pavlovsk (KodiaK) Harbor in 1804 shows no such 
building. Thus, it would seem that the new storehouse was built 
oetween 1804 and 1~08, prooably soon after Lisianskii's visit, but 
before the decision to move the headquarters to SitKa. 

Altnough Kodiak was no longer the capital of Russian America after 
1808, it was nonetheless a key post of the Russian-American 
Company. In 1839, Baron Ferdinand P. von Wrangell, wno h~d re
cently retired as General Manager of the Company, described the 
Kodiak District as beginning, 

at the Evdokeev Islands and includes the islands of Ukmok 
(Chirikov) and Kadiak, together witn all the islands in the 
vicinity, the coast and islands of the Kenai Bay (Cook 
Inlet) as well as Chugach Bay (Prince William Sound). 
Eastward it extends as far as Cape St. Elias, westward, 
along the Aliaska coast as far as the boundary of the 
Unalashka District, the shores of Bristol Bay and 
vicinities of the rivers Nushagak and Kuskokvim.4 

According to another source, 

Kodiak was the most populous counter and the second most im
portant counter economically •.. Kodiak Island itself was ••• 
diversified, with stock-raising, gardening, brick- making, • 
and f isning as well as trapping. The island was Russian 
America's chief source of 'colonial products,' including 
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yukola (dried fish), sarana (dried yellow lily bulb), cow
berries, burduk (sour rye flour soup), and blubber. St. 
Paul's Harbor (Kodiak] was still the largest settlement; in 
1825 its population comprised 26 Russians, 41 Creoles, and 
36 Aleuts.5 

Hy 1860, Kodiak had a population of about 358 Aleuts, Creoles and 
full-blooded Russians.o 

Aside from its importance as an administrative and supply center, 
Kodiak also continued to play a crucial role tor the Russian
American Company in the marketing of .. soft. gold." Between 1842 and 
1860, it shipped 5,809 sea otter, 85,000 beaver, 9,558 river otter, 
and 28,000 fox.pelts. Sizable quantities of bear, lynx, sable, 
muskrat, minK, and wolverine skins also were distributed from the 
Kodiak counter. Only Unalaska could match Kodiak in number of 
otter and fox pelts, but it had nowhere so varied a selection of 
animals. 7 Storage for this wealth was, of course, crucial to the 
success of the Kodiak counter. The large storehouse built in 
1805-08 was kept ·full, yet was not large enough for this volume of 
merchandise, and another warehouse was built on a new dock just 
down the hill from it. 

In addition to the traditional items of trade identified with 
Russian America, namely furs, Kodiak was a principal supplier of 
another commodity, which brought much-needed income to the Company 
toward the end of its reign in America. From 1855 to 1860, Kodiak 
shipped some 7,400 tons of ice to San Francisco. The income from 
ice shipped out of both Sitka and Kodiak was worth $121,956 between 
1852 and 1860. 8 

~o important was Kodiak throughout the years after 1808 that by 
1818 the Company owners in St. Petersburg expressed a desire to 
move tne capital back to Kodiak from Sitka. 9 Thus, 

In 1825 the sharenolders of the Russian-American Company 
approved of the plan to return the residence of the Chief 
Manager and the administrative staff of the colonies to 
Pavlovsk Harbor (KodiaK), and three years later P. E. 
Chistiakov reported to the Main Off ice that the work was 
going successfully, although ne was unable to assign more 
tnan 25 men to the construction work at Kad'iak. 10 
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The move did not take place, however, because of a change in the 
relations between the Russian-American Company and the Hudson Bay 
Company, the latter's sphere impinging on the area east and south 
of Sitka. 

By 1867, when authority in Alaska was transferred from the Russian 
to the American government, Kodiak had a population of about 400. 
A military map drawn about 1869 shows 91 buildings, large and 
small. Several of the structures, such as the church, the new 
wharf warehouse, and two storehouses--one of them today's Erskine 
House--were substantial, multi-story buildings.(Map 1) All of 
these were of Russian construction. 

If one must focus on the Russian-American Company in order to un
derstand the early nistory of America's most northwestern fron
tier, then it is no less vital to turn one's attention to the 
Alaska Commercial Company to examine the next phase of this • 
history. The A.c.c., as it was widely Known, was in every way as 
important as the Russian-American Company in affecting law, social 
order, education, religion, and commerce in the north. Until 1884 
AlasKa had no civil government at all and did not possess even a 
district court until after 1900. Only in 1912 was Alaska given 
the benefits of territorial status within the United States. Un-
til that date, remote communities were almost entirely witnout the 
protection of law, education was overseen by church missions, and 
the trading companies had almost unlimited power to affect the 
daily lives of nearly the whole population, especially those per-
sons living beyond a day's reacn of the capitals of Sitka, and 
after 1900, Juneau. Thus the A.C.C. must be seen as a major ins
titution of the American west, and a significant infuence on 
American economic and social history. 

The valuable assets of the Russian-American Company were acquired 
by an eastern u. s. businessman, Hayward M. Hutchinson on October 
11, 1867, just one week before the ceremony which ceded Alaska to 
the United States. Hutchinson soon transferred the Russian
American Company assets to a San Francisco firm, Hutchinson, Kohl 
& Company. In September 1868, the partners in this enterprise 
joined with other individuals to create a new firm, the Alaska 
Commercial Company, which was incorporated on October 10, 
1868. 11 Included in the properties which were transferred to 
the Alaska Commercial Company were most of the Russian-American 
Company buildings at Kodiak, as well as at other communities in • 
AlasKa. 
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Perhaps excluding private dwellings, the only buildings in 
the town not transterred were those belonging to the Ortho
dox Church, and certain public buildings, such as the 'gov
ernor's nouse,' school, batteries, hospital, an office, 
surgeon's house, and one or two others which were to be de
livered to the United States Government. 12 

Two years after its founding, the Alaska Commercial Company enter
ed an arrangement with the U. S. Government which was of immense 
financial advantage to both parties. The Government gave the 
A.C.C. exclusive rights to harvest the fur-bearing seals off the 
Pribilof Islands in the Bering Sea. 13 The Company could take 
up to 100,000 seals per year and was to pay the government a tax 
of $2.62 on each pelt. In exchange for this generous lease, the 
Company was to maintain schools on the Pribilof Islands of St • 
George and st. Paul, and to provide for their native Aleuts, both 
in wages and in health care. The benefit to the U. s. Government 
was substantial. Within 40 years from the Purchase of Alaska, the 
u. s. Treasury received from the Alaska Commercial Company more 
than $9,473,996, or $2,200,000 more than the purchase price of 
Alaska. According to an informal history of the Company, 

All of the company's seal skins from Alaska Seal Islands 
[the Pribilofs} were shipped to San Francisco, the skins 
discharged on the dock from the steamers, and counted out 
under supervision of Treasury officials. They were pacKed 
on the dock, with a liberal allowance of salt, in especial
ly built barrels or casks, and then shipped by railroad to 
New York, then to London. 

All other furs were brought to the company's building in 
San Francisco, put in shipping condition, and then also 
forwarded to London. 14 

Clearly, the activities of the Alaska Commercial Company affected 
not only Alaska, but the United States and the world economy. 

The discovery of gold on the Klondike River in 1896 introduced a 
wnole new range of activity to the Alaska Commercial Company. The 
Company had 16 oarges which it put into service shipping freight 
north from San Francisco anu up the Yukon to Dawson, YuKon Terri
tory. Its fleet of 14 river and five ocean steamers provided 
transportation for the nordes of miners trying to reacn Eldorado. 
New communities were started to service tnis flood of humanity, · 
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and every village on the A.C.C. routes was profoundly affected, not 
only financially, but socially as well. Transportation was only 
one of the Company's many responses to the new economic opportuni
ties of the Gold Rush. A.C.C. also served as the first bank in 
Dawson, as it had the only safe deposit vault in that boom town. 
The Company built tne first sawmill in the Klondike country, pro
viding lumber for the sluice boxes and homes for the miners. 
Outfitting tne miners and ~rovisioning the new gold- struck 
communities enlarged the Company's activities to nearly every 
hamlet in Alaska. Ultimately, the Company maintained 86 stores in 
Alaska and the Yukon Territory and five in Siberia. 

Typically, a community nad only one store, and the overwnelming 
majority of these were owned by the Alaska Commercial Company. 
The store not only sold necessities and luxuries, out purchased 
goods--usually furs--f rom the local population--usually Natives. 
This led, in many communities, to abuses and complaints against 
the Company. The extent of the reach of the A.C.C. into the • 
communities is evident from the censures levelled at its methods. 
Among tne most articulate and persistent critics of the Company 
were tne Russian Orthodox clergy, whose Native congregations were 
most egregiously affected. The pages of the church's official 
publication rtng with denunciations of the high-handedness of the 
Company agents. In 1896, the journal noted: 

The moment you leave Sitka and steer northward, you enter 
the realm of the North American Commercial and the Alaskan 
Commercial Companies; Kadiak, Nutchek, Kenai, Unalashka, 
witn a host of native settlements, are completely in their 
hands. If you want to buy or sell anything, you go to the 
Company's store. Outside of the store you won't get a 
piece of hard tack half eaten by mice, though you were 
starving to death. The Company's agents lord it over all 
the settlements. They are literally the masters in every 
one of them. They control everything and are controlled by 
nothing. Should a native, even though a white man, take it 
into his head to refuse him obedience, an agent will think 
nothing of starving him, torb1dding him tne store, and 
driving him out of the settlement into the woods ..• With 
whom could a complaint be lodged?15 

In a letter to President McKinley in 1899, Bishop Nicholas ot tne 
AlasKa diocese of the Ortnodox church pleaded, • 
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A limit must oe set to the abuses of the various companies, 
more especially those of the Alaska Commercial Co., which 
for over thirty years, has nad there the uncontrolled man
agement of affairs and has reduced the country's hunting 
and fishing resources to absolute exhaustion, and the popu
lation to beggary and starvation. 16 

Despite complaints against the Company, the Orthodox, as well as 
other churches and the u. s. Government found themselves also 
grateful to the management of tne A.C.C. for its assistance in 
building both schools and churches. 

The Alaska Commercial Company was not alone in attempting to make 
maximum profit from the Gold Rush. The fierce competition between 
several companies brought many of them to the brink of financial 
disaster, the Alaska Commercial Company included. In 1901, the 
Company merged with several of its rivals to form two subsidiary 
corporations--the Northern Commercial Company, which assumed most 
of the mercantile and trading activities of the founding firms= 
and the Northern Navigation Company, which took over the 
transportation function. 

As a result of· this arrangement, the Alaska Commercial Company in 
1902 sold to the Northern Commercial Company most of its mercan
tile properties and interests except its sawmills and mining 
claims. It retained its noldings at Dutch Harbor, Unalaska, and 
at Kodiak, as well as at several other posts. Most of the retain
ed assets were disposed of during the next decade or two, so that 
the Alaska Commercial Company developed more and more into a 
holding company. 17 

The account books of the A.C.C. show that it continued to operate 
an active trading station at Kodiak until 1911. 

On January 1 of that year the buildings and property inven
tory for the Kodiak Station included a dwelling, warehouse 
and wharf, store, the Custom House lot, old 'Russian Com
pany' land claims, about 30 acres of 'pasture meadow,' 
cooper, carpenter, and blacksmith shops, stable, 'native 
house,' powder house, and various other structures, furni
ture, and fixtures, not all of which were in the town of 
Kodiak itself. 18 
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During the years of Alaska Commercial Company ownership, the old 
Russian storehouse was given new uses. It was outfitted to serve 
as a residence, and possibly also to house Company officials and 
guest~, for it remained one ot the largest, and most imposing 
buildings in the town. Photographs from the late 19th century 
clearly snow the building with its distinctive front gable, out
standing among the surrounding structures, its basic box-like 
configuration unchanged in almost 100 years. {Photo 26) 

About the middle of 1911, the Company sold its Kodiak District 
properties to "an old and trusted employe, Wilbur J.Erskine. 11 19 
The Company discontinued paying its Kodiak agent in that year, and 
Erskine, operating under the firm name of Erskine and Fletcner, 
went into debt to A.c.c. both tor the tixed assets and the mer
chandise. Although the Company foreclosed on Erskine in 1932, it 
seems that he must have made good his debt, for in 1948, he re-
ferred to one of the buildings as "my residence, 11 20 and his • 
heirs subsequently sold both the residence and other properties to 
the mercantile firm of Donnelly and Acheson. The Erskine resi-
dence was in tne old Russian-American Company magazin. 

Built by the Russians by 1ij08, the solid log, two-story structure 
had served Wilbur Erskine, the Alaska Commercial Company, and the 
Russian-American Company, as residence, store, and warehouse. Al
though of relatively crude construction, the Russian magazin was 
nonetheless the safeguard for the tremendous wealth of the 
Russian-American Company. It was built to last. And it has sur
vived as one of only four Russian structures remaining in the 
United States. It is also essentially the same box-like structure 
erected by the Baranof administration, its walls and basic floor 
plan still intact. Among the surviving Russian era buildings, the 
Kodiak magazin has an additional distinction. It is the only 
structure which embraces the activities of both the Russian
American and Alaska Commercial companies, enterprises which shaped 
the face of northwestern America. Engaged not only in commerce, 
out in administration, law enforcement, and exploration, these 
companies were truly tne masters of Alaska from whence they ruled 
the fur markets of the world. 

• 
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The nave of the church is directly attached to the east of the narthex 
and measures 37 feet 7 inches wide by 63 feet 4~ inches deep. This 
central portion of the church is capped by a pyramidal roof. At its 
peak is an octagonal cupola (figures 11 and 12). The drum of the cupola 
is composed of eight, eight-paned arched windows placed on a plain 
octagonal collar. The cupola and the dome, of wood and tarpaper, are 
the same as those over the bell-tower. The three-bar cross on tpis 
dome, however, has a pin on top to discourage birds from perching. The 
paper on this dome was replaced and painted four to five years ago and 
is still bright and in good condition. The dome over the tower has not 
been refurbished in many years due to the difficulty of reaching it. 

The north and south elevations of the church are identical, having 
chapels extending from their eastern halves (figures 9 and 13). There 
is also a six-over-six light double-sash window with plain vertical trim 
and molded lintels just to the west of the chapel extension and at 
ground level. These windows have a plain sill with a boxed panel in the 
area directly below. The west elevation of the nave has only a small · 
exterior exposure above the gabled roof of the narthex. Within these 
triangular areas, there is a two-over-two light hung-sash window which 
has a plain sill and vertical trim with a molded arched lintel above. 
The exposed areas of the east elevation of the nave above the roof of 
the apse and the chapels are plain. 

Chapels extend from the nave on both the north and south elevations, 31 
feet from the west end of the narthex (figures 13 and 14). Both chapels 
(St. Innocent on the north and St. Sergius on the south) are identical 
in elevation and facade. These chapel wings extend 21 feet from.the 
nave and are 32 feet 4~ inches deep. The west elevations are plain with 
no openings. The north/south elevations of each chapel have, in their 
eastern half, a six-over-six sash window with plain vertical trim, 
molded lintel, plain sill and with a molded box panel below. On the 
western half of the north/south chapel elevations there is a molded 
panel door with plain vertical trim and topped by an entablature. The 
east elevations of the chapels each contain two windows of the type 
described for the north/south elevations. A hip roof tops the chapels 
peaking at the cornice height of the nave with a small three-bar 
Orthodox cross. 

The eastern-most portion of the church is the apse which extends 9 feet, 
10~ inches from the nave, having the same width as the nave (37 feet, 7 
inches). (figures 14, 15, 16) The apse has a hipped roof which peaks at 
the nave's cornice height. There are two windows on the eastern eleva
tion of the apse and one on both the north and south elevations; they 
are identical to those described for the chapels. 

• 

• 
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All roofs of the church are wood shingles painted red, with the excep
tion of the two onion domes which are wood covered with tarpaper, which 
is painted green. The structure's cornices are made up of molded 
fascia, plain soffits, and molded friezes. 

Interior of the Church of the Holy Ascension 

The entry door of the Church of the Holy Ascension is on the south side 
of the bell-tower. The first floor of the bell-tower, as the rest of 
the interior, is sheathed with tongue-and-groove beaded boards painted 
white. The molding around the doors and windows in all parts of the 
church is painted blue. There also is molding with a frieze at the 
ceilings and a kickboard at the floor; these also are painted blue. The 
floor, of flush-laid boards, is painted red throughout the church. 

The semi-circular double six-panelled "front" doors of the bell-tower at 
the west end of the tower are barred, and are used only for major events 
such as weddings or the entry of the bishop (figure 17). One panel of 
the six is missing and has been boarded over. The hinges on the door 
appear to be original. There are loose floor boards near the south door 
which is the entry to the church. The door on the north wall is nailed 
shut. Between the window and door on the north and south walls is a 
4 x 4 engaged pier on a low pedestal. There is a glass lantern on a 
stand to the left of the double-doors leading into the narthex. A brass 
oil lantern hangs from the ceiling. 

The narthex contains a coat rack and bulletin board, and has a brass 
chandelier with candles. Doors on both the south and north wall~ lead 
to storage, the one on the north for linens, the south door providing 
access to a small room used for general storage and with the stairway to 
the belfry, choir loft and the tower (slide no. 2). The molding trim in 
this room is also painted blue, although it has not been recently 
painted. 

Double-panelled doors lead from the narthex to the nave (figure 18). 
Immediately to the south of the door and on the west wall of the nave is 
a semi-enclosed area on a one-foot raised platform. It has a railing 
and spindled balusters which are painted white with blue trim. This 
area contains a roll-top desk which is used for storing candles for sale 
at services. There is a small glass-front cabinet on the west wall 
within this semi-enclosed space, for display of items for sale. On the 
south side of the west wall are brackets for holding the heavy rope 
which raises and lowers the large ornate candelabra hanging from the 
center of the nave and other brackets for the cords which control the 
height of the votive candles before the ikonostasis. These ropes 
disappear through holes in the ceiling and a.re controlled by pulleys 
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above the ceiling. On the north side of the west wall is a bench. An 
oil stove, of modern vintage, is also on this side near the back, well 
away from the walls. There is a hand-rail on the west, north, and south 
walls, up to the doors leading to the chapels. This, as well as the 
trim, is painted blue. A strip of blue molding about three-fourths of 
the way up the wall encircles the nave and on the eastern wall marks the 
top tier of the ikonostasis. Above the entry to the nave is a semi
circular choir loft, also with a rail and balusters, decorated as the 
platform below (figure 19). 

The wooden floor, which is painted red, has a red runner carpet from the 
narthex to the steps which lead to the ikonostasis and the altar area 
behind it. The steps and platform (the amvon) are painted in the blue 
paint of the trim. There is carpeting in the areas on either side of 
the nave where the people stand, but much of the floor is uncovered. 
The ceiling is flat, and painted white, except for an area in the middle 
(figure 20). Here there is a large blue painted circle with a large 
white star in the center of the circle and smaller white stars sur
rounding it. From the middle of the center star, the immense candelabra 
is suspended by means of the rope noted above. Blue molding with a 12 
to 18 inch frieze encircles the ceiling. 

On the north and south walls of the nave are the entrances to the two 
chapels, the Chapel dedicated to St. Innocent of Irkutsk being on the 
north (figure 21) and the Chapel of St. Sergius of Radonezh on the south 
(figure 22). The door to the Chapel of St. Innocent is within the right 
half of a double arch marked by blue molding; the arches are supported 
by non-structural square posts, abutting the wall, which are painted 
white with blue molded trim. The arches are a decorative feature, 
rather than an opening, although there is some belief in the community 
that the arches were open at one time. At present, one enters the 
chapel through a rectangular door hung within the right arch. A glass
front display case is placed within the left arch. It contains a number 
of treasures dating from the founding of the parish in 1824 and which 
are believed to have been used by its first priest, Rev. Ioann 
Veniaminov, now St. Innocent. The entry into the other chapel, dedi
cated to St. Sergius of Radonezh, is through a rectangular hung door, 
defined by blue molding. There is no arch on this southern wall. 

The east wall of the nave is dominated by the focus of the room, which 
is the ikonostasis (figures 23 and 24). The ikon screen extends across 
the width of the church and fills approximately three-fourths of the 
eastern wall, in two tiers. It is approached by way of a three-step 
platform (the amvon), the steps before the Royal (central) Doors forming 
a semi-circle into the nave. A wooden railing painted white with gold 
trim and with spindled balusters encloses the amvon. There are four 

• 

• 
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gates in the railing, the two before the Royal Doors being in the same 
style as the rail, but the gates leading to the two Deacon 1 s Doors on 
the left and right being wood panels with decorative cut-outs. All 
gates swing outward. Within this enclosure, before the ikonostasis, is 
a lectern on the right for the choir directort 8 brass candlestands and 
two ikons on stands. 

The frame of the ikon screen is of wood, painted white with gold trim 
and decorated on the base with gold crosses within panelled insets and 
at the top by delicate carved molding. The five ikons on either side of 
the central (Royal) doors are on linen and are separated by a small 
semi-circular column with gold trim (figures 25 and 26). They are, from 
left to right (north to south), St. Alexander Nevski, St. Vladimir, St. 
Steven (on the Deacon 1 s Door), the Transfiguration of Christ, the Mother 
of God (Theotokos), the Royal Doors, the Christ Without Hands, the 
Ascension of the Lord, St. Michael the Archangel (on the Deacon's Door), 
Saints Cyril and Methodius, and St. Nicholas. The ikons are each within 
an arched frame. The shape of these arches is reflected in an entrance 
arch over the central gateway. This arch is of uncertain derivation, as 
it does not appear in early photographs (See figure 33). The Royal 
Doors are arched within a rectangular frame and have geometric curved 
cut-outs around the five ikons of the Evangelists and of the 
Annunciation; these ikons are round. An historic brass candlestand, in 
excellent condition, stands before eight of the ikons. Above the Royal 
Doors is the ikon of the Last Supper in a decorative frame, which takes 
the shape of a cupola, with a lace-like border carved of wood. The 
second tier of the ikonostasis consists of an ikon mural on linen which 
stretches across the entire top of the frame and behind the ikon.of the 
Last Supper. This mural is believed to have been sent to the church by 
the last tsar of Russia; a photograph taken ca. 1910 shows the east wall 
without this mural. The top border of this mural is the blue molded 
trim which surrounds the walls of the nave. Above it are three ikons. 
An ikon of The Ascension is in the middle; on either side are two larger 
ikons. All of the ikons on the ikonostasis are badly soiled. At one 
point in the recent past, the ikons were covered with furniture polish; 
over time, this has darkened and nearly obscured them entirely. 
Attempts to clean the ikons on the lower tier with various commercial 
cleaning agents have been partially successful, but have not been 
pursued for fear of permanently damaging the paint. The ikons in the 
upper tiers are too dark to distinguish their subjects. 

The upper tier of the nave, that is, above the molded trim, has several 
ornamental features. There are twenty-two decorative doric columns in 
bas relief, these having no structural purpose, around the north, south, 
and east walls; they are painted deep red with gold trim, and are 
decorated with a gold cross and diamond. On the east wall above the 
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ikonostasis, in addition to the ikons noted above, there are four round 
sun-bursts, made of twisted metal, painted gold. In the center of the 
two outer sun-bursts is a star, while the two nearest the altar have a 
cross. On the north and south walls, between the columns are 12 ikons 
painted on wood with an eight-point star painted gold forming a back
ground and frame. Above each is a free-standing sun-burst halo made of 
twisted metal painted white. The center "panel" on each of the side 
walls contains a cross within a torch with a somewhat larger halo above. 

Within the nave are several ikons of note. On stands on either side of 
the steps of the central portion of the amvon are two ikons in the 
Byzantine style, both dated 1821; on the left is an ikon of the Virgin 
of Kazan (slide no. 5) and on the right is Christ the Saviour. These 
are especially fine. Affixed to the right side of the altar rail is an 
ikon of scenes from the life of the Virgin; it is double-framed behind 
glass and is said to be a miracle-working ikon, with a relic imbedded. 
It was received at the church between 1907 and 1916, sent from Russia by 
an anonymous donor. On the south wall is a fine ikon of St. Panteleimon, 
presented to the church by the St. Panteleimon Brotherhood in 1896; it 
is covered by a silver riza, and has an antique brass votive candle
holder before it, suspended from a rope through the ceiling. There are 
numerous ikons on the north, south, and west walls, many of fine quali
ty. A list of the ikons is on file at the church and also in the 
National Park Service Alaska Area Office. Absent from this list, 
compiled in 1975, is an ikon, which was not on public display, but is 
referred to in an article noted in the history section of this report. 
It is an ikon of the Transfiguration donated to the Church at Unalaska 
by its first pastor, Metropolitan (now Saint) Innocent in 1870 (slide 
nos. 9 and 10). It is on the upper back wall of the ikonostasis within 
the sanctuary. 

The altar area, or sanctuary, of the church was not open for inspection, 
due to church regulations, although the room could be photographed from 
the doorways (figure 27 and slide nos. 7 and 8. The altar is dominated 
by a cross and a large gold tabernacle (which holds the reserved 
sacrament), with porcelain and enamel insets; it is encased in a glass 
covering. Above it is a canopy depicting the descent of the Holy 
Spirit. The altar room itself is strikingly large and brightly lighted, 
with four windows, two on the east wall (the rear) and one on each of 
the north and south walls. In the left corner are both the Table of 
Oblations containing the vessels used for the Eucharist and the case on 
which rests the cloth ikon of Christ (plashchinitza) used only on Good 
Friday. The right (south) side of the sanctuary has a rack for vest
ments and a cupboard for church records. 

• 

• 
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Chapel of St. Innocent of Irkutsk 

The chapel to the north is much like the nave. with white walls of 
tongue-and-groove beaded board and blue molded trim at the ceiling line, 
around the doors and windows, and for a kickboard. The ceiling is lower 
than the nave's, and there is no trim three-fourths of the way up the 
wall. There is a hand railing on the north, south, and west walls; 
here, it is painted grey. On the south wall, to the west of the doorway 
are floor-to-ceiling shelves, containing books, many of which appear to 
be very old. 

The ikonostasis in this chapel is of special interest {figure 28 and 
slide no. 11). It is probably original to the first church on the site 
(1825) and has a number of hand-carved details worked by local Aleut 
craftsmen. It is of beaded tongue-and-groove boards painted white and 
bisects the room but does not reach the ceiling. Attached to the top 
edge is a free-standing carved wooden floral design repeated 4~ times. 
(figure 29 and slide no. 12). This decoration is painted blue, white 
and gold. The molding on the perimeters of the ikonostasis and around 
its doors is painted gold and, according to church documents, is hand
carved. Small gold rosettes carved of wood adorn the top front of the 
screen above the top tier of ikons. The ikons along the top of the 
screen are believed to have been on the Royal Doors of the first church 
at Unalaska. They are attributed to a local Aleut artist, Vasilii 
Kriukov, and depict the customary Royal Door scenes, being of the four 
evangelists, Saints Mathew, Mark, Luke, and John, and of the 
Annunciation and the Virgin. The Royal Doors are latticed with a 
sunburst of carved wood filling the arch of the frame. The six ikons on 
the lower tier of the ikonostasis are of relatively modern derivation; 
they are, from left to right, St. Nicholas, St. Steven (on the Deacon's 
Door), the Mother of God, the Royal Doors with six small round ikons of 
the customary subjects, noted above, Christ the Saviour, the Archangel 
Michael on the right Deacon's Door, and St. Innocent of Irkutsk, in 
whose name the chapel is dedicated. The ikons on the Deacons' doors 
were purhcased in 1900 by the Church Brotherhood. The ikon of the Last 
Supper is semi-circular, in a carved wooden frame of the same vintage as 
the ikonostasis, that is dating from the early 19th century. The frames 
of the Deacons' Doors, like that of the Royal Doors, are arched, with 
hand-carved decorative molding. Below the ikons are hand-carved pan
elled insets framing an ornate cross, and a straight molding trim 
running the length of the ikonostasis. All of the trim on the ikono
stasis is painted gold, except for the topmost rail which is blue. 

The furnishings of the chapel, in addition to the ikons around the 
walls, include three ikon stands, two antique candle-stands, a lectern 
for the choir director and/or reader, a bench along the west wall, and a 
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brass chandelier with candles. There is an old oil stove in the north
west portion of the room, well away from the wall. 

There is a door to the outside on the north wall of the chapel, but it 
is nailed shut. There is a window on the north wall, with a light 
curtain covering, and another window on the south wall, also lightly 
curtained, which looks onto the amvon, or platform before the ikono
stasis in the nave. This window is double-hung sash, with six-over-six 
lights; it is narrower than the exterior windows, and does not have a 
lintel. 

The altar area was not available for inspection, due to church 
regulations. 

St. Sergius Chapel 

This chapel, opening from the south side of the nave, is less decorative 
than the Chapel of St. Innocent of Irkutsk. Its molding is the same as 
in the nave and the other chapel, and it also has a grey painted wooden 
handrail around three walls. It also has a door to the outside which is 
nailed shut, and both a window to the outside on the south wall, and a 
window into the nave. 

The ikonostasis here is not ornamented, except by the ikons and a small 
carved wooden form in a diamond shape above each (figure 30 and slide 
no. 13). Like the other chapel, it does not reach the ceiling and has a 
trim of blue molding along the top. Each of the ikons is in a similar 
gold frame, and all are of a late 19th century, Victorian style •. The 
three door frames of the ikonostasis are rectangular, with blue molding. 
Each has, however, a semi-circular hung door. The Royal Doors are 
latticed with the top cut out to form an inverted semi-circle; within 
this semi-circle is a spikey sun-burst, on a short post. The ikons on 
the ikonostasis, from left to right are St. Innocent of Irkutsk, 
St. Steven on the left Deacon's Door, the Holy Protection of the Virgin, 
the Royal Doors, Christ the Saviour, St. Michael the Archangel on the 
right Deacon's Door, and St. Sergius of Radonezh, in whose name the 
chapel is dedicated. 

The furnishings of the room include three ikon stands, four candlestands 
in front of ikons on the ikonostasis, a bench along the west wall, and a 
simple chandelier for candles. The room is heated by an old wood stove 
in the northwest corner. 

The altar room was not available for inspection, due to church 
regulations. 

• 

• 
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The Bell-tower 

The bells are reached by way of a stairway in the storage-room opening 
from the south wall of the narthex. At the landing above the narthex is 
a door to the right leading to the choir loft. The bells are to the 
left across a bridgework constructed over exposed joists and rafters. 
This "second-floor" space is used for storing seasonal paraphernalia. 
The bracing beams for the tower are completely exposed here, many of 
them bolted together (slide no. 15). The cupola here, as well as in the 
nave. leaks and there is plastic sheeting draped around the beams, and 
numerous buckets strategically placed to catch the drips. There are 
seven bells of graduated size. There is a double-hung sash window on 
the three outside walls of the tower. A wall ladder on the north wall 
leads to the cupola thirty feet above. 

The choir loft is infrequently used. It is attached to the west wall of 
the nave and held by means of two iron rods which protrude through the 
ceiling of the nave. It is surrounded by a railing with spindled 
balusters, painted white with blue trim. It contains only a lectern for 
a choir director. A ladder on the west wall to the north of the loft 
door. through a trapdoor, leads to the space above the ceiling of the 
nave and provides access to the cupola above it, The elaborate support 
system of the roof and the cupola is evident here. The beams cross 
within the cupola and are clearly visible through the windows in the 
cupola drum. 'Where they show, they are painted white (see figure 11). 
There is no flooring here, only bridge-work over the joists holding the 
ceiling of the nave, which are at three-to-four-foot intervals. 

Changes to the Structure 

From an undated photograph in the Alaska Historical Library, it appears 
that the nave at one time did not have windows in its upper west facade 
above the narthex roof (figure 31). This was changed at an early date, 
for a photograph ca. 1910 clearly shows the windows (figure 32). There 
has been very little additional alteration over the years. The main 
changes entail the removal of various trim items from the bell-tower 
which consist of: 1) the removal of spires on the top corners at the 
base of the cupola, 2) the removal of false balconies on the second 
story window, 3) removal of a belt line above the second-story windows, 
4) removal of the lower half of the cornice fascia board, and 5) the 
removal of the entablatures above the tower's north and south 
elevation's doors. With these five exceptions, the exterior of the 
church appears today much as it did at the turn of the century • 
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The interior of the church of the Holy Ascension also has changed very 
little since its construction in 1894-96. A photograph ca. 1900-1913 
shows the ikon wall of the nave without the long mural of the second 
tier and without the ikon affixed to the altar rail (figure 33). The 
walls also are plain above the molding strip, lacking the artificial 
columns, starbursts and the small ikons. The double arches at the entry 
to the Chapel of St. Innocent suggest that there may at one time have 
been an opening through both, but there is no documentary evidence of 
this. Aside from these few items, the interior of the church is 
essentially the same as when it was built some ninety years ago. 

The church is well-maintained, the interior being painted every five 
years, and the exterior every three years. It is clean and light, 
spacious, and pleasing to the eye, the ikons being of particularly fine 
quality, several in the Byzantine tradition. The ikonostasis in the 
Chapel of St. Innocent reflects both elements of folk art as well as 
local ikonography and is especially noteworthy. 

The Bishop's House 

The so-called "Bishop's House", located on Tract C of the Russian Greek 
Mission Reserves, is a 2 x 6 framed structure having six-inch redwood 
shiplap siding running horizontally, and redwood shingles. Its dimen
sions are 28 by 32 feet, comprising 1050 square feet (figures 34 and 
35). The house has a two-story central section which is 12 feet 
10 inches wide by 33 feet 7~ inches deep, and two one-story wings on its 
east and west sides which are 12 feet 6 inches wide and 23 feet 11 
inches deep. The central two-story portion contains a foyer and living 
room on the first floor and a front study and study/library on the 
second floor. (See 1881 architectural plans.) Built long and narrow, 
this portion of the house's south and north elevations are half
hexagonals topped by a gabled roof with half-hexagonal ends. The 
cornices on the entire structure are molded fascia with plain soffits 
(figure 36). The second story cornices have ornate friezes with intri
cately carved wood corbel blocks (figure 37). Friezes on the first 
floor cornices are plain. 

The wings of the structure contain a bedroom and anteroom in the west 
wing and a dining room and kitchen in the east wing. Each of these 
wings has a half-hip roof, peaking against the second story of the 
central portion of the house. 

• 

The east and west elevations of the house are plain, containing no 
openings (figure 38). On the north elevation the wings each have a 
six-over-six sash window with plain trim, sill and lintel. The central • 
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two-story section of the house has three bays, each forming a plane 
within one-half of a hexagon, and containing a window on the first and 
second stories; these windows are similar to those in the wings. All 
corners of the structure have 1 x 6 vertical molding, and between floors 
there is 1 x 6 horizontal molding. 

The south elevations of the wings are the same as those on the north. 
The south elevation of the central portion, however, differs in that the 
central bay of the first floor contains the entry to the building 
(figure 39 and 40). This entry is a molded panel door with a two-light 
transom with plain vertical trim and lintel. Above this entry is a 
small portico roof that is supported by two intricately carved wood 
corbels with a carved circle and cross motif at their bases. On the 
second floor there are windows in the central and east bay with the west 
bay blank. The windows throughout the building are of the same type 
described above. 

The foundation of the building is constructed of three wythes of brick 
laid in running bond with flush joints. At various places the brick is 
laid in an English bond to tie the wythes together. Some time after 
original construction, a layer of plaster was placed over the foundation 
to protect the soft brick. In a recent restoration, cement has been 
poured under the house and a cement coating has been laid over the 
foundation, with ventilation grills at several points. 

Originally the interior of this structure was panelled with two-inch 
beaded tongue-and-groove boards, laid vertically (figure 41). The 
12-foot ceilings were panelled in the same way. An eight-inch molding 
ran horizontally along the walls about 48 inches from the floor. In 
all rooms, there were 5~ inch moldings at the floor and the ceiling. 
The carved stairway in the center of the house is of varnished mahogany 
and is in excellent condition (figures 42 and 43). There were many 
layers of wallpaper (figure 44), including some Russian newspapers, the 
remnants of which are still visible on the stripped walls (figure 45). 
At present the interior is gutted in connection with an on-going 
restoration project, organized by the Unalaska Aleut Development 
Corporation. 

Changes to the Structure 

Photographs dating from as early as 1885, five years after construction .• 
show that the house was actually part of a larger complex which included 
an orphanage/schoolhouse and housing for teachers in the school (figures 
46-49). The school was attached to the west wing, which perhaps ex
plains the windowless gable on the second floor. Although used for 
other purposes from the 1930's on, the complex was intact and essential-
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ly unchanged, although in disrepair, until 1960 when a fire destroyed 
the school house and badly singed the west wall of the house (figures 50 
and 51). The house was then boarded up, and has been vacant to the 
present. In 1976 the first effort at restoration was made when a new 
redwood shingle roof was added. In 1977 some of the siding was re
placed, the floor joists were re-built, some insulation was added, and a 
sprinkler system was installed, Portions of the sub-flooring were 
replaced in 1978 along with other minor repair work. Beginning in 1979, 
the building's exterior was fully restored under the direction of a 
historic architect, and correction was made in the non-historic work 
done earlier (figures 52-54). Historic Preservation Funds and a grant 
from the City of Unalaska financed the project. The money was not 
sufficient, however, to finish the interior, although insulation, 
plumbing, and electrical work have been completed. A furnace house with 
duct work to the main structure also has been constructed in a compat
ible style. 

Condition of the Site 

Both the Church of the Holy Ascension and the Bishop's House stand on a 
low rise between the Illiliuk River and Illiliuk Bay, with roads between 
them and the bodies of water (figure SS). Hence, there are no struc
tures either north or south of them. The Bishop's House is the closest 
building to the west of the church and is separated from it by 457 feet 
which is a vacant field, overgrown with weeds. There are no structures 
within 800 yards west of the Bishop's House. Thus, it stands somewhat 
isolated on a low knoll, easily visible from the roads. There are a few 
houses within a hundred yards of the apse of the church, but th&y are 
not on church property, and are clearly separated from it by both a 
fence and low shrubs. 

Both buildings because of their present isolation appear somewhat 
different from the days of their early history. A photograph from the 
turn of the century (figure 56) shows structures, both commercial and 
residential, to the east and west of both the church and the Bishop's 
House, the space between the two being completely occupied, rather than 
vacant as at present. The present isolation of these two historic 
buildings, however, enhances their distinction within the village of 
Unalaska, marking as they do the historic boundaries of the Russian 
Greek Mission Reserves. 

• 

• 
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Significance 

The Holy Ascension Orthodox Church at Unalaska and its associated 
Bishop's House are the most outstanding reflections of a Russian 
heritage which has permeated the Aleutian Chain from the 17SO's to the 
present. The site was the source of a Russian missicnary outreach which 
was so successful that to this day most Aleuts, who are still a majority 
of the population of the Aleutian Islands, consider Orthodoxy an 
integral part of their culture. The site is associated as well with the 
career of the first resident Orthodox bishop of Alaska, Innocent (also 
know as Rev. Ioann Veniaminav), who also made lasting contributions to 
architecture, linguistics, ethnography, historical documentation, public 
health, and cultural adaptation, and recently has been canonized a saint 
oi the Or:hodox Church world-wide. From its beginnings, the church was 
identified with education and literacy; from the 1890's, the church also 
was a provider of social services and administration for a vast region. 
Its influence was wide-spread throughout northern Alaska, and it was a 
counterpart to the Cathedral in Sitka, which also is a National Historic 
Landmark. The church itself, built in 1894-1896 in the cruciform style, 
with three altars, is the oldest church of this type in Alaska. Its 
utensils, mostly associated with Bishop and Saint Innocent, are 
especially fine, and its ikons are of rare quality. The ikonostasis of 
the Chapel of St. Innocent also demonstrates the craftsmanship and 
artistry of the Aleut people themselves. 

HISTORY: 

See Continuation Sheet. Na. 8 . 



MPS Form 1C.t00-1 
p.112} 

OMB YO. l024-00l8 
Erpires 10-Jl-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 8 

8. History - Continuation Sheet 

Page 2 

Unalaska is one of the islands of the Aleutian archipelago. On its 
northern shore lies the only deep-water port between Yokohama, Japan and 
Kodiak, Alaska. Only 100 miles to the east is Unimak Pass, the prime 
deep-water channel, through the treacherous waters of "the Chain." 
Unalaska's exceptional maritime location, enhanced by the rich marine 
resources around it, have made it a center among the Aleutian islands 
since it was first encounterld by Russian mariners and fur-traders in 
the years between 1759-1780. Its name (nagun Aliakhekhikh) suggests 
its importance to the Aleuts themselves, meaning "lar~e island similar 
in size to the Alaska Peninsula" or "another Alaska". By the end of 
the 18th century, Unalaska Island was a major post for the Russian
American Company, which enjoyed a monopoly in the fur commerce of the 
region and acted as a quasi-government for the Russian Empire. A 
permanent Russia.n s3ttlement had been noted on the island by Captain 
James Cook in 1778, and in 1821, another world traveler, the artist 
L. Choris painted a watercolor of the village of Iliuliuk (the Aleut 
name for the village which is now Unalaska) with a wooden octagonal • 
chapel at its western edge. (figure 1). 

This chapel in the village presently called Unalaska had been built by 
the mariner and Russian-American Company manager, Fedor B~renin in 1808 
and was dedicated to the Ascension of Christ into Heaven. It was usual 
that the Russian promyshlenniki (fur traders), having settled permanent
ly and developed a fortified post, would build a place for religious 
services. In the Orthodox practice, laymen may perform a good part of 
the ritual, keeping the church active during intervals between visits by 
a priest. In the Aleutians, the intervals were often very lengthy 
indeed. Before 1808, a few priests had called at Unalaska while on 
board ships en route to other ports. They had baptized the indigenous 
population and performed liturgies, but the first major missionary 
effort in the Unalaska region was by the monk Makarius, sent in 1795 to 
the Aleutians from Kodiak. He was a member of the first religious 
mission which Russia sent to the colonies in North America and had 
arrived at Kgdiak in 1794. Makarius baptized all the Aleuts "formerly 
unbaptized." While the religious efficacy of such a practice may raise 
more than a few eyebrows, there was policy behind it. The religious 
mission at Kodiak was assigned to take over the administration of 
baptism and thereby to correct the abuse of this rite by some of the 
promyshlenniki. According to one knowledgeable source, because the 
indigenous population had rapidly declined due to brutal treatment and 
new diseases, the competition among the traders for the remaining 
able-bodied Aleuts was intense: 

• 
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Several of the Russians were forced to take measures to 
increase the number of • • • workers at their disposal. They 
tried to acquire more workers by convincing Aleuty to accept 
baptism. Since baptized Aleuty revered their godfathers as 
their true fathers, they served them willingly and7exclusive
ly; no Russian could lure away another's converts. 

3 

The man who wrote these words was Rev. Ioann Veniaminov. He arrived at 
Unalaska in 1824 at the age of 27 to be the settlement's first Orthodox 
priest. Within five years of his arrival, he had developed an Aleut 
alphabet and founded a school in which he trained others to read both 
Aleut and Slavonic, the language of the Russian church. He had also 
built a church, with a belltower and two cupolas, to replace the chapel 
(figure 2). After ten years at Unalaska, in which he also established 
Orthodox communities on a number of Aleutian islands and in the Nushagak 
region of the Alaska mainland, he was transferred to the capital of 
Russian America, Novo Arkhangelsk (Sitka) to work with the Tlingits, who 
had been resistant to Christian evangelism. He enjoyed success there as 
well, also developing a Tlingit alphabet and vocabulary, thereby en
couraging literacy, while he also established a native church. His 
vacination of several chiefs against smallpox, thus saving them and 
their families, during an epidemic, not only aided his religious 
mission, but also contributed greatly to public health. Father Ioann in 
1840 was consecrated as Innocent, Bishop of Kamchatka, the Kurile and 
Aleutian Islands, and in 1858 became an archbishop. In 1870 he was 
named Metropolitan, or head of the church, of Russia, and in 1977, he 
was canonized by the Orthodox Church as a saint. His career in Alaska 
included not only the afore-mentioned linguisitic and cultural achieve
ments, but also architecture, ethnographic studies, and educational 
policies and institutions. His histories of the70rthodox mission in 
Alaska are informative and reliable even today. He has the distinction 
of being the only Russian praised by such dissimilar his§orians of 
Alaska as the 19th century American H~bert Howe Bancroft and the modern 
Soviet ethnographer Svetlana Federova for his ethnographic and lin
guistic contributions, which are still authoritative. In his first year 
as bishop at Sitka, he designed St. Michael's Cathedral, which, until it 
burned in 1966, was a premier example of Russian church architecture in 
North America and is still a National Historic Landmark in its recon
structed form. The clock which he constructed for the bell-tower was 
still functioning at the time of the fire. He also built and designed 
furniture for the Russian Bishop's House (now part of Sitka National 
Historical Park), which was his residence as well as a theological 
seminary. While priest at Unalaska and later bishop at Sitka, he 
founded elementary schools for the education of both Russian and native 
children. He also founded a Theological Seminary in Sitka in 1841 which 
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trained scores of Alaska natives for a variety of services and occupa
tions, but principally to return as educated leaders and/or priests in 
their home communities. Many of the students of this seminary went off 
to San Francisco or St. Petersburg for advanced training and came back 
for assignment as teachers and priests. 

This many-faceted, energetic man began his Alaskan career, however, in 
Unalaska. The church which he designed was literally erected by his own 
hands, he being an accomplished r6rpenter and the workmen imported from 
Sitka being unequal to the task. He incorporated Aleut craftsmanship 
into the structure as well. The ikonostasis, which was installed in 
1829, was, he wrote, "a fine ikonostas, with finftY wrought columns and 
carved [and] gilded frames of Aleut workmanship. 11 This ikonostasis is 
believed to be prese~ed in the present church in the Chapel of St. 
Innocent of Irkutsk. 

The priests who followed Father Ioann at Unalaska continued to travel 
among the eastern Aleutian islands and the communities along the Bering 
coast of the mainland. Thus, for example, Father Ioann's successor, the 
Rev. Grigorii Golovin visited Mikhailovskii Redoubt

1
§St. Michael) on 

Norton Sound in 1843 in order to baptize and teach. 

Unalaska was by mid-19th century the seat of an extensive parish with 
some 17 chapels; it further possessed a fine church deemed worthy of 
this distinction. But Aleutian weather respects few man-made structures 
and by the 1850's, the church needed to be replaced. The new structure 
was erected in 1858 by Rev. Innokenty Shaiashnikov, who has left us a 
detailed report of the building and its furnishings. In this raport, he 
tells us that timbers from the old church, built by Veniaminov, were 
used for the new. Also, iae old church "stood to the north of the 
present [1858) building." A small house-like covering was erected 
over the site of the old altar and is visible in photographs of the 
"Shaiashnikov church." (figure 3) 

The priest Innokenty Shaiashnikov was himself a man of note, disting
uished noi

5
only for his carpentry, but also as a linguist, teacher, and 

musician. He served as a missionary to the Eskimos of the Yukon 
region in the mid-1840 1 s before becoming priest at Unalaska in 1848. He 
also was an Aleut, one of a growing number of native leaders educated by 
the Russian-American Company and the Orthodox Church in Alaska and 
placed in positions of reponsibility. He served the parish for 35 
years, until 1883. 

The Orthodox Church in Alaska went into a period of decline in the years 
just before and after the sale of Alaska to the United States in 1867. 

• 

• 
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The bishops who succeeded Innocent (Veniaminov) lacked his administra
tive finesse and zeal, and the clergy dwindled in number and training. 
Following the sale, the diocesan seat was removed from Sitka to San 
Francisco, and the bishops resided there, making occasional journeys to 
the most accessible parishes in Alaska. In the early 1880's, however, a 
bishop took special interest in Alaska and saw uyglaska as an especially 
dynamic site which had had continuing pastoring. From an account in 
the official Russian church publication, we have the following report on 
the decision which led to the construction of the Bishop's House, which 
still stands in Unalaska and is part of this National Historic Landmark: 

During the inspection of the Aleutian Diocese in the year 
1880, His Eminence Nestor, in person and on the spot, dis
covered that in some parishes the housing for the clergy was 
very decrepit and inconvenient, in danger of collapse and that 
it was impossible [for the clergy] to continue to reside 
therein; in other localities there was no housing whatsoever, 
either for the priests or for the songleaders. The situation 
demanded that either repairs be undertaken or new construction 
begin. 

Moreover, he considered the Island of Unalashka the focal 
point of the diocese from which it was possible to maintain 
communications with other islands of the Aleutian archipelago 
as well as with the localities on the mainland, that is, with 
the Alaska Peninsula, the shore of Bristol Bay and Kuskokwim 
Bay. His Eminence, [therefore], held it imperative as well as 
functional to construct at Unalashka a small house for the . 
Archhiaereus [Bishop]. He himself could reside in this house 
temporarily while touring from time-to-time his far-flung 
bishopric. 

In 1880, in the absence of such a facility, His Eminence was 
forced to take up quarters in the house of the Alaska 
Commercial Company, sharing them with all the employees and 
skilled laborers. Out of the 56 days he spent there, there 
were hardly five when, by ten o'clock in the evening, silence 
descended following a full day's labors. 

The reader of the Unalashka church, subsequently consecrated 
priest, lived at that time in a so-called barabora, an earthen 
hut with but a single window. His Eminence ordered that a 
small but suitable house be built for the Reader, at a cost of 
$600 • 
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Further, in the opinion of His Eminence, it was absolutely 
necessary to construct at Unalashka a school. 

Keeping all these considerations in mind, and wanting to allay 
the situation which had reached the point of "crying sorrow," 
His Eminence entered into an agreement with a Mr. Newbaum, 
Director of the Alaska Commercial Company [to build the 
structures according to plans approved by Bishop Nestor, at 
locations which he designated, at a total cost not to exceed 
$15,000, and with money loaned by the Company at 5% interest]. 

The Holy Synod [in St. Petersburg], having heard the proposal 
• • . rendered the following resolution: "The conclusion 
reached by the Economic Department [confirming the Bishop's 
proposal of a contract with the Alaska Commercial Company and 
allocy7ion of diocesan funds) is to be approved" •.• (3 March 
1881) 

Regarding the school, this account continues: 

In a second representation to the Holy Synod, also dated 
November 11, 1880, His Eminence Nestor reports as follows: 

In order to act effectively among the native population, it is 
imperative that Orthodox clergy, but especially the priests 
themselves, know the local native languages. His Eminence, 
having command of English and French languages, personally 
experiences the inconvenience of such lack of knowledge of ,the 
Aleut language when on tour of his bishopric. . • 

Considering all this, His Eminence held it necessary to 
establish on the island of Unalashka a school for preparation 
of future priests and preachers of the Word of God from among 
the natives [emphasis in original). 

His Eminence proposed to enroll in this school initially at 
least two boys from each people [tribe - plemia], so that each 
would be able to converse in his native language and not 
forget it. It was planned that they be instructed in God's 
Law and the Russian language, as well as English, and gradu
ally to prepare them to become preachers of the Word of God in 
the language of their birth. The boys assembled at Unalashka, 
the central point of the Aleutian archipelago, would remain in 
a familiar climatic environment, to which they are accustomed 
in their homeland, and would have the same food and clothing 
as they use at home. 

• 

• 
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He proposed that the Unalashka school should have a supervisor 
as well as a teacher, a native who knows Russian and Aleut 
languages, and has had a proper preparation. He would be 
under immediate supervision by the local priest. 

Should the experience prove it necessary, the Unalashka 
students could alwyas later on be sent to the San Francisco 
school to complete their education. • . • 

The Holy Synod, absolutely recognizing the cogency of His 
Eminence's Aleutian proposal, in the decision[s] rendered June 
24 to July 17, 1881, determined that His Eminence Nestor be 
give permission to develop the school on the island of 
Unalashka as an experiment along the lines suggested by him. 18 

7 

The residence and school were built for the Orthodox diocese by the 
Alaska Commercial Company in 1882, according to plans of a San Francisco 
architectural firm commissioned by Bishop Nestor (see attached draw
ings). Bishop Nestor, however, did not live to see the completion of 
his proposal, nor was the school operative along the lines he suggested 
until the next decade. He died at sea off the coast of Norton Sound 
while on a pastoral journey around the diocese. His body was recovered, 
and in 1883 he was buried near the porch of the Church of the Holy 
Ascension in Unalaska. A large marble marker was supplied by the Alaska 
Commercial Company; it is still north of the entry to the 1§resent 
church, although the grave itself is now under the porch. The Company 
also supplied the grave marker for 2fie venerable priest, Rev. Innokenty 
Shaiashnikov, who had died in 1883. , 

Although the residence, popularly known as the Bishop's House, and the 
school were built as ordered, the idea of a true pastoral school lay 
dormant until 1893, and the administrations of Rev. Nicholas Rysev and 
Rev. Alexander Kedrovsky. Under the direction of the Aleut priest, Rev. 
Rysev, an orphanage for boys was attached to the primary school and the 
curriculum enlarged to prepare these young men for service to the 
church. Reverend Rysev also had successfully petitioned the Holy Synod 
in St. Petersburg for permission to build a new church, the 1858 struc
ture having also fallen victim to the harsh Aleutian weather. Although 
the authorization was given, Rev. Rysev was transferred, and the over
sight of construction and development of the school fell to a new 
priest, a graduate of Vologda Theological Seminary in Russia. 

Reverend Alexander Kedrovsky arrived as a young man at Unalaska in 1894. 
The church which arose during the first years of his administration was 
an imposing edifice, having three altars. Only St. Michael's Orthodox 
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Cathedral in Sitka could rival it in size, design, and religious treas
ures. The bishop of that day, Nicholas, in greeting the congregation 
during a visit to Unalaska in 1897, shortly after the church had been 
formally consecrated, is reported by his secretary to have said, "The 
church at Unalaska is really the best among all the Alaskan churches •. 
. . [It contai2! bothJ beautiful art work and pure Russian 
architecture." 

The reason for the construction of such an imposing church in a small 
Aleutian village may be found in the importance of Unalaska as an 
economic center and in the adiminstrative changes within the Orthodox 
diocese. Following the sale of Alaska to the United States, the Alaska 
Commercial Company took over most of the commercial activity of the 
Russian-American Company. Ships traveling between the mainland and the 
other islands, notably the Fur-Seal Islands (the Pribilofs), had to stop 
at Unalaska. In the 1880's Dutch Harbor, adjoining the village, became 
a major coaling center for the ships plying the Bering Sea for whale, 
fish, and other marine resources. The community had grown enough so 
that by 1900 it was reported to have a h~2el and dance hall, 12 saloons 
and to be an active shipbuilding center. After the turn of the 
century, fish processing began as an industry on the island itself. In 
other words, the island economy was good, as witnessed by the size of 
the brotherhood treasury, which will be discussed below. The Orthodox 
church also made Unalaska an administrative center for all of northern 
Alaska. Beginning in 1893, the priest in residence there was also the 
dean of a new district which included not only the Aleutian parish and 
the two parishes of St. George and Sts. Peter and Paul on the Pribilof 
Islands, but also Belkovsky on the Alaska Peninsula, St. Michael on 
Norton Sound, Nushagak on the Bering Sea Coast a2~ the Yukon and 
Kuskokwim parishes in southwest interior Alaska. There were only two 
administrative districts for Alaska within the diocese, Sitka, which had 
a cathedral, and Unalaska. The new church at Unalaska provided an 
equivalent prestige to that community. It is to this day the only 
church with three altars, besides the cathedral in Sitka, and may 
technically be termed a cathedral because of the number of altars. The 
new priest in charge of the construction has provided an account of the 
building of this church: 

• 

In 1894, from June to October, yet another church rose in 
place of the older, deteriorating one, [this] with two side 
chapels, through the efforts, diligence, and care for the 
glory of God of the local parishioners, costing them more than 
$9,000. This most recent church to the glory of the Holy 
Ascension of Our Lord is constructed of siding (redwood) with 
a shingle roof and two cupolas (one atop the belltower and the 
other over the main body of the church) •... • 
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• 

The right chapel [of St. Sergius] was consecrated on September 
4, 1894, the left on January 30, 1895, and on August 18, 1896 
the church and all the altar tables were consecrated by His 
Eminence Nicholas, Bishop of the Aleutians and Alaska. For 
the main church, ikons on linen for the ikonostasis were 
purchased, costing $535. In memory of the sacred coronation 
of the Tsar and Lord of all the Russias, Nicholas II (14 May 
1896), ..• the grateful parishioners of Unalaska parish have 
expressed a wish to acquire ikons on canvas for the second 
tier of the ikonostas of the main church in order to include 
in the number of ikons those which would portray St. Nicholas 
the Miracle-worker and the Holy Tsaritsa Aleksandra, patron 
saint of the Tsar and Ruler of All the Russias, now happily 
enthroned; before these ikons at every service a lamp would be 
lighted, the oil for which would always be provided by the 
parishioners. 

There is attached to the church an ikon_, 0 Transfiguration 2£ 
Our Lord," on wood, covered by a silver frame (7x6 verskov ) , 
sent with the blessings of Metropolitan Innokentii 
[Veniaminov], with his own inscription [dated] June 27, 1870. 

The property of the church, according to the inventory com
piled in 1896, consists of $18,316.81. In the accounts of the 
Ecclesiastical Administration of the Holy Synod there is a 
church sum of $1,185.59 and a chapel account of $907.93, for a 
total of $2,093.52. 

The church also has the archbishop's charter on the occasion 
of the consecration of the first (1824) church, given by 
Bishop Mikhail of Irkutsk, Nerchinsk and Yakutsk, to Fr. Ioann 
Veniaminov. On this charter are noted the consecrations of 
all the subsequent churches. 

The Unalaska church abounds in every type of property which 
could be of use to the church. 

Inside and outside, the church is painted with white oil
[based] paint; in the main church there is a choir loft above 
the entrance 2g the church. The church is enclosed by a 
wooden fence. 

It is not clear from either the official church registers 26 or Rev. 
Kedrovsky's published account whether the new church was on the precise 
site of the 1858 church, although that seems probable. The altar site 



NPS Form 10.900-1 
CWl2) 

U"'!J <o. 1024-0018 
Expires lO-Jl-67 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 8 Page 10 

of the first church, built by Veniaminov in 1825-26, which had been 
covered by a memorial structure, is no longer evident, and very likely 
was incorporated within the altar of the Chapel of St. Innocent, which 
like the first church, is north of the nave of the present church. It 
also seems that the chapels were not merely added to to the existing 
structure, as the 127ter was described in the church registers as being 
badly deteriorated; further, the dimensions of the church were consid
erably2~arger than the old, the nave of the old being 31~ feet [13~ 
arshin ] long x 24~ feet [10~ arshin] wide, while the new nave was 63 
feet 4~ inches long by 37 feet 7 inches wide. In all probability, the 
old church was demolished, except for the altar, which was protected and 
used during construction, and a larger, more grand edifice emerged in 
place of and on the site of the old church. Some of the timbers of the 
old church may have been used in the new, as was customary. The 
documents also do not guide us in the matter of the ikonostasis which 
had been in the 1858 church. Rev. Shaiashnikov in his report on the 
construction of the church in 1858, noted: 

The ikonostasy is of wood, carved, of local craftsmanship, 
painted white, and in appropriate places decorated with gilt. 

The ikonostasy was made at the time when the first church was 
built. It was made by local parishioners. When the new 
church was built, the ikonostasy was

2
9enewed, that is, some

what touched up with paint and gilt. 

Local tradition at Unalaska, and the style of the ikonostasis itself, 
suggest that the ikon screen created in 1824 by Aleut craftsmanship is 
now in the Chapel of St. Innocent. A further indicator is that the 
chapel is only slightly narrower than the width of the old church (20 
feet for the chapel, 24~ feet for the church); hence, the ikonostasis 
would have fit with only minor trimming. 

The Church of the Holy Ascension built during 1894-1895, being the third 
church of that name in the village of Unalaska, is still standing in 
1984, having required only normal structural repair of the roof and the 
belltower and one replacement of the cupolas in ninety years. It was 
designated a National Historic Landmark in 1971. 

The immediate parish served by this fine church consisted in 1894 of 
eight villages within the Aleutian archipelago, in addition to Iliuliuk 
(Unalaska), with 889 communicants. The village of Iliuliuk was by far 
the largest with 230 individuals on the church rolls, of which 108 w35e 
creoles (of mixed Russian and native parentage) and 122 were Aleuts • 
Besides the Orthodox church, there was by 1894 an active Methodist 

• 

• 
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mission with an orphanage for girls in the village; the American public 
school was also lodged at the mission. Rev. Kedrovsky reported that in 
1897 there were, therefore, "as many as 40 heterodox [non-Orthodox] 
(Protestants of va31ous sects), almost all men (there are only 3 or 4 
heterodox women)." 

The Reverend Kedrovsky brought great energy to the Unalaska parish. In 
addition to direction of the church construction, he organized a 
Temperance Society in 1895 and a parish brotherhood in 1898. He also 
assumed direction of the school, which was dedicated as the 
Ioann Veniaminov Missionary School, and sought to incorporate many of 
the ideas of Bishop Nestor into its format. The teachers for the school 
were both educated local people, such as the interpreter 
Leontii Sivtsov, and also Russians properly trained in theological 
seminary. The deacon, Vasilii Kashevarov, a creole and son of the 
priest at Kodiak, was educated at the San Francisco Cathedral School; he 
was a teacher in the Veniaminov Missionary School and ~~s also ordained 
a priest, completing his years in the Nushagak parish. · 
Reverend Kedrovsky also initiated a weekend school for the children in 
the American school 3~nder direction of the Methodist mission, all of 
whom were Orthodox. Further, he began evening classes for adults to 
deepen their understanding of church ritual, history, and teaching. The 
graduates of the Veniaminov School often went on to higher education or 
to service in other parts of Alaska or the continental United States. 
Among these was Nikifor Amkan, an Eskimo who came to the Veniaminov 
School as a boy from the Nushagak region on the Bering Sea coast, and 
after graduation from the Veniaminov School was apprenticed to the 
priest at the Yukon Mission; within only a few years he was ordained a 
priest and served t~~ Yukon and Kuskokwim missions for many years in the 
early 20th century. Similarly, Daniil Yachmenev, ~5 student at the 
school went on to become a priest in the "Lower 48." 

The Temperance Society, formed in 1895, provided both lectures and 
published materials for the school on the evils of alcohol. In 1907 the 
Bishop commended the parish for publishing a special Temperance Handbook 
with illustrations and quotations from the Scriptures and the Church 
Fathers regarding sobriety. The bishop explained the significance of 
this project: 

This [booklet] was created in Unalaska, translated into the 
Aleut language and published by our diocesan press on beauti
ful paper with vignettes as well as ikons of Christ the 
Saviour, in an edition of 1200. Following the example of the 
Unalaskans, this [booklet] was taken by the people of Tatitlak 
[on Prince William Sound], who published it in Tlingit and 
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English in the same quantity. The Kodiak, and finally the 
Afognak [peoples], foll~~ed suit, publishing it in English and 
the language of Kodiak. 

Further, one of the finest ikons in the church, that of St. Panteleimon, 
patron s3~nt of the Society, was donated to the church in 1896 by its 
members. 

The parish brotherhood also had vigorous and beneficial activity during 
the years around the turn of the century. Reverend Kedrovsky, in a 
report in 1904 on the organization's fifth anniversary, demonstrated how 
its two aims of moral edification and charitable works were carried out. 
It had provided financial support for the orphanage, a lying-in home for 
expectant mothers and the services of a mid-wife, the training of girls 
in handiwork which might be sold for income, burial of the dead, and aid 
for widows. The financial base for these charitable works came from the 
brotherhood treasury, which in its first five years collected $1171 from 
dues, donations, and fines, while there were $944 in expenditures. In 
addition to charitable works, there were purchases for the beautifica
tion of the church: the ikon of the Last Supper, which is on the second 
tier of the ikonostasis of the nave (1902), ikons for the deacon's doors 
in the Chapel of St. Innocent (1900), and an enclosed frame for the ikon 
of "Our Lady" (1901), which had been given to the church by the monks of 
Mt. Athos in Greece. They also rotated det~~l for the upkeep and 
maintenance of the church and the cemetery. 

In the 33 years between the end of Alexander Kedrovsky's administration 
as priest and dean at Unalaska in 1908, and the Second World Wa~, there 
were a number of individuals who continued the tradition of Unalaska's 
dominance, although hard times fell on the village itself as the mari
time trade and economy shifted and the Russian Revolution ended 
financial support for Orthodox churches in North America. The most 
notable individual in these interim years was Rev. Alexander Panteleev, 
who was priest at Unalaska for four years between 1909 and 1913. This 
Russian has left us a charming and informative account of his travels 
about t~9 parish, reflecting unabashed delight in the Aleutians and the 
Aleuts. He later became Bishop of Alaska, with the new name of 
Alexei, and returned to spend several years at Unalaska in the late 
1930's. He is warmly remembered by older persons in the Unalaska 
community. One of his legacies is the transcription of a number of 
Orthodox hymns into Aleut, and the composition of original religious 
choral music in Aleut. These are still sung in Aleut congregations 
today. 

World War II wreaked havoc on the Aleutians, whole villages being 
evacuated to camps in southeastern Alaska. The chapels at Attu and Atka 

• 

• 
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were totally destroyed during the war, the latter being burned along 
with the other structures in the village in a scorched earth defense 
against Japanese invasion. Many of the other chapels were looted and 
the buildings desecrated. The situation at Unalaska was dire. The 
natural amenities of the harbor provided the base for an immense mili
tary establishment at Dutch Harbor, where at one time 60,000 troops were 
based, poised for service in the War in the Pacific. In July, 1942, the 
111 Aleut villagers were relocated to an abandoned cannery on Etolin 
Island in Southeast Alaska. With only a few hours' notice, the village 
managed to remove every sacred item, including the innnense chandelier, 
from the church and put them in safe-keeping. Two different accounts 
are told of this operation, one party who was present saying the tret8-
ures were crated and shipped with the villagers to Southeast Alaska, 
another attesting that ~yerything was buried in trenches on the grounds 
surrounding the church. Virtually every item, however, was preserved, 
and restored to the church after the war. 

The Bishop's House was fully utilized during the war years, although not 
as a school. The orphanage and parochial school had continued into the 
1930's, and served as the residence of the priest until the beginning of 
the War in the Pacific. Father Dionysius was the last Orthodox priest 
to live in the Bishop's House, in 1940-41. While the military held sway 
in Unalaska-Dutch Harbor, the facilities ~~ the residence and orphanage 
were used as apartments for the officers. After the war, the building 
stood empty. The priests lived in a small dwelling between the House 
and the church, and the church school was taught in the priest's home. 
In 1960, Rev. Basil Nagoski was restoring the old school to make it 
usable once again, when on the very day of the dedication, the school 
burned to the ground and the west elevation of the Bishop's House to 
which it was attached was seriously damaged. At that time, then, the 
Bishop's House was boarde%

3
up and stood unattended until attempts in the 

late 1970s to restore it. 

The story during the years since World War II has been one of survival, 
rather than of growth. When the people returned to Unalaska, they 
painted the great old church, repaired its roof, replaced the damaged 
cupolas entirely, re-hung the ikons, and resumed worship. For a number 
of years, however, Unalaska did not have a permanent priest. This 
situation was remedied in 1967, when Father Ishmail Gromoff, a native of 
St. Paul Island, was assigned to the parish. He is there today. On May 
10, 1970, the Church of the Holy Ascension was designated a National 
Historic Landmark. 

The parish which Rev. Gromoff now visits by commercial and chartered 
airlines is much diminished from its height at the turn of the century • 
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were totally destroyed during the war, the latter being burned along 
with the other structures in the village in a scorched earth defense 
against Japanese invasion. Many of the other chapels were looted and 
the buildings desecrated, The situation at Unalaska was dire. The 
natural amenities of the harbor provided the base for an immense mili
tary establishment at Dutch Harbor, where at one time 60,000 troops were 
based, poised for service in the War in the Pacific. In July, 1942, the 
111 Aleut villagers were relocated to an abandoned cannery on Etolin 
Island in Southeast Alaska. With only a few hours' notice, the village 
managed to remove every sacred item, including the immense chandelier, 
from the church and put them in safe-keeping. Two different accounts 
are told of this operation, one party who was present saying the tret6-
ures were crated and shipped with the villagers to Southeast Alaska, 
another attesting that ~yerything was buried in trenches on the grounds 
surrounding the church. Virtually every item, however, was preserved, 
and restored to the church after the war. 

The Bishop's House was fully utilized during the war years, although not 
as a school. The orphanage and parochial school had continued into the 
1930's, and served as the residence of the priest until the beginning of 
the War in the Pacific. Father Dionysius was the last Orthodox priest 
to live in the Bishop's House, in 1940-41. While the military held sway 
in Unalaska-Dutch Harbor, the facilities ~~ the residence and orphanage 
were used as apartments for the officers. After the war, the building 
stood empty. The priests lived in a small dwelling between the House 
and the church, and the church school was taught in the priest's home. 
In 1960, Rev. Basil Nagoski was restoring the old school to make it 
usable once again, when on the very day of the dedication, the school 
burned to the ground and the west elevation of the Bishop's House to 
which it was attached was seriously damaged. At that time, then, the 
Bishop's House was boarde~ 3up and stood unattended until attempts in the 
late 1970s to restore it. 

The story during the years since World War II has been one of survival, 
rather than of growth. When the people returned to Unalaska, they 
painted the great old church, repaired its roof, replaced the damaged 
cupolas entirely, re-hung the ikons, and resumed worship. For a number 
of years, however, Unalaska did not have a permanent priest. This 
situation was remedied in 1967, when Father lshmail Gromoff, a native of 
St. Paul Island, was assigned to the parish. He is there today. On May 
10, 1970, the Church of the Holy Ascension was designated a National 
Historic Landmark. 

• 

The parish which Rev. Gromoff now visits by commercial and chartered 
airlines is much diminished from its height at the turn of the century. • 
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After World War II, the villagers of Attu, Kashega, Chernovskii, and 
Makushin were relocated to Atka and Unalaska and the former villages 
allowed to disintegrate. There are no longer chapels in these villages 
nor at Biorka. The ikons in these abandoned chapels were gathered up by 
the Unalaska priest, Rev. Nagoski, in the 1950's and may today be see2

4 around the walls of the Chapel of St. Sergius in the Unalaska church. 
Besides Unalaska, only Atka, Akutan, and Nikolski (on Um.nak Island), of 
the old parish entities remain. Several communities in the old 
Belkovsky parish on the Alaska peninsula have now come under the juris
diction of the Unalaska priest. Rev. Gromoff now calls, on request, at 
King Cove, False Pass, and Sand Point for religious services. Of these 
three, only Sand Point has a reader to sustain religious observances in 
the priest's absence, and all three communities meet in private homes, 
rather than in a chapel. In all, there are today some 450-475 persons 
in the far-flung Unalaska parish. 

Whether they meet in a home or chapel, or attend services infrequently, 
the Aleuts of the Chain still look to the Church of the Holy Ascension 
as their cathedral and consider it an especially significant part of 
their heritage, as Orthodoxy its~~f is deemed an inextricable part of 
what it means today to be Aleut. Today, however46the Aleuts living in 
Unalaska are a minority of the population of 1400, and the numbe~ 7of parishioners available to keep up the church is small and elderly. 
There are now two other religious congregations on the island which 
compete for loyalty, The commitment to the Church of the Roly Ascension 
is intense, however, and the church is regularly painted both inside and 
out by the parishioners, and its grounds are well-maintained. Costs of 
heavy maintenance, such as foundation, roof and cupola repair a~e, 
however, beyond the means of this population. Historic Preservation 
Funds in 1978-79 accomplished roof repair and some work on the cupola 
over the nave, but the ravages of weather are unceasing. Nonetheless, 
the Chu4gh of the Holy Ascension, now among the oldest churches in 
Alaska, and the oldest of the cruciform style, is a living institu
tion, and a visual reminder of the important role of both Russian 
contact and the Orthodox religion, not only among the Aleuts, but in 
North America as well • 
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1svetlana G. Federova, The Russian Population in Alaska and California 
-- Late 18th Century - 1867, trans. and ed. by Richard A. Pierce and 
Alton S. Donnelly, Materials for the Study of Alaska History, No. 4 
(Kingston, Ontario: Limestone Press, 1973), 110-114. 

2Alexander Kedrovsky, "Istoriko-statisticheskoe opisanie Unalashkinskago 
Voznesenskago prikhoda [Historico-statistical Description of the 
Unalaska Holy Ascension Parish]," Amerikanskii pravoslavnyi vestnik 
["Russian Orthodox American Messenger"], I (June 13-27, 1897), 418. 
This article is the first of a four-part series in Numbers 20-23 of 
volume I (1896/1897). The pages are sequential throughout the volume. 
This journal will be cisted hereafter as, ROAM, with page number(s). 

3Federova, Russian Population, 111. 

4Lydia T. Black, "The Church of Father Ioann" (unpublished manuscript, 
1978), 1-3. This manuscript is the most complete history available on 
the early churches at Unalaska, containing several translations from 
Russian church documents. 

5Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description," ROAM, I, 440. 

6Robert Nichols and Robert Croskey, eds., trans., "The Condition of the 
Orthodox Church in Russian America: Innokentii Veniaminov's History of 
the Russian Church in Alaska," Pacific Northwest Quarterly, 43 \April 
1972), 42. 

7 Ibid. , 41. The editors describe Veniaminov' s history as "a basic 
source for the early history of the Russian Orthodox church in Alaska." 

8Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Alaska, 1730-1885 (Darien, Conn.: 
Hafner Publishing Co., 1970; originally published 1886), 701, fn. 6, 
comments, "In his Letters [sic] Concerning the Islands of the Unalaska 
District ••. , Veniaminof shows that he had become thoroughly 
acquainted with the Aleuts, their language, customs, and history, and 
his work is the most reliable book on the subject." 

9Federova, The Russian Population, 19: "Veniaminov's work is a thorough 
and serious investigation, containing priceless material on the history, 
ethnography, linguistics, minerology, flora and fauna of the Aleutian 
Islands . • • " 
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Black, "The Church of Father Ioann, 11 6-7. 
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11 Ioann Veniaminov, Zapiski ob ostrovakh Unalashkinskogo otdela [Notes 
on the Islands of the Unalaska District], (3 vols. in 2; St. Petersburg: 
The Russian American Company, 1840), I, 174; cited in Lydia Black, "The 
Curious Case of the Unalaska Icons," Alaska Journal, 12 (Spring 1982), 
10. 

12Black, "The Curious Case of the Unalaska Icons, 11 10. 

13 Church of the Holy Protection, Mikhailovskii Redoubt (St. Michael), 
Archives of the Alaska Diocese, Kodiak Alaska, microfilm No. 9; see 
Barbara S. Smith, Russian Orthodoxy in Alaska: A History, Inventory, and 
Analysis of the Church Archives in Alaska with an annotated bibliography 
(Anchorage, Alaska: Alaska Historical Commission, 1980), 88, for listing 
of contents of the records of Rev. Gregory Golovin. 

14Holy Ascension Orthodox Church, "Vedomost' o tserkvi. .• 1879 [Register 
of the Church .•• 1879], 11 Alaska Church Collection, Library of Congress, 
Washington, D. C., cited in Black, "The Church of Father Ioann, 11 9; 
hereafter, "Shaiashnikov 'Register'," in Black, "Church of Father 
Ioann." 

15Barbara S. Smith, "Cathedral on the Yukon," Alaska Journal 12 (Spring, 
1982), 52-53. 

16Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description," ROAM, I, 465-466, 
gives the following list of clergy with their dates: 

Ioann Veniaminov, 1824-1834 
Grigorii Golovin, 1834-1844 
Andrei Sizoi, 1844-1848 
Innokentii Shaiashnikov, 1848-1883. 
Nicholas Rysev, 1885-1893 
Hieromonk Mitrofan (Guselnikov), 1893-1894 
Alexander Kedrovsky, 1894-

1711Measures Undertaken by His Eminence Nestor, Subsequent to the 
Diocesan Inspection," trans. by Lydia T. Black from undated clipping in 
Archives, Alaska Diocese, Kodiak, Alaska. It is from a Russian 
periodical, probably the official journal of the Russian Holy Synod, 
Tserkovnyi pravoslavnyi vestnik [Orthodox Church Messenger), 3-14. From 
internal evidence, the date of publication would be 1881 or 1882, as 
this is a report of actions by the Holy Synod • 
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19Ray Hudson, in interview with author, Anchorage, Alaska, August 18, 
1984. 

20 Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description," ROAM, I, 442. 

2111Puteshestvie Ego Preosviashchestva Preosviashchenneishago Nikolaia, 
Episkopa Aleutskago i Aliaskinskago, po Aliaske [Travels of His Eminence 
Nicholas, Bishop of the Aleutians and Alaska, Around Alaska]," ROAM, I ( 
August 1-13, 1897), 485. 

2 ~urray Morgan, Bridge to Russia, Those Amazing Aleutians (N. Y.: 
E. P. Dutton & Co, 1947}, 130-132, cited in CNL Designs, "The Bishop's 
House, Unalaska: A Preservation Project (unpublished report; Anchorage, 
Alaska, 1979). 

23Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description," ROAM, I, 466. 

24vershok (pl. verskov) equals 1 3/4 inches. 

25Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description," ROAM, I, 441-442. 

26Holy Ascension Orthodox Church,"Vedomost' o tserkvi • 
1894 ••• 1895 .•. 1899 [Register of the Church ••. for 
1894 •.• 1895 •.• 1899], Box D95, Alaska Church Collection, Library of 
Congress, Washington, D. C. (Hereafter, "Unalaska Church Regis~er," 
with date.) 

The accounts from the Kedrovsky years use the formula phrase "v meste i 
na meste [in place of and on the site of]" without the precision of 
either Veniaminov or Shaiashnikov, who clearly indicate the location of 
the new construction to the old. The confusion arises because this 
stock phrase is used in describing the location of the Shaiashnikov 
church in the historical section of the registers of the 1890s, whereas 
Shaiashnikov himself in his own account of 1879 (see note 14 above) 
clearly states that his new church was slightly to the south of the 
former. Hence, the phrase in the later registers is unreliable. 

27 11Unalaska Church Register," 1895. 

28arshin equals 28 inches. 

• 

2911 shaiashnikov Register'," in Black, "The Church of Father Ioann," 10 . • 
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JO"Unalaska Church Register," 1894, 22 and verso. 

31 Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description," 

32 Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description,n 

33 Kedrovsky, "Historico-statistical Description," 
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ROAM, I, 439. 

ROAM, I, 466. 

ROAM, I, 495. 

34"Travels of [Bishop] ••• Nicholas ••• Around Alaska, ROAM, I, 485. There 
are many references in ROAM to Amkan, through 1917. 

35oaniil Yachmenev, "Of Blessed Memory" (re: Fr. Apollinary Kedrovsky), 
ROAM, 19 (1916), 474, describes his experience at the Veniaminov School 
eight years after leaving Unalaska. 

36Bishop Innokentii (Pustynskii), "Otchet o sostoianii Aliaskinskago 
vikariatstva za 1906 god [Report on the Condition of the Alaska 
Vicariate for 1906], ROAM, 11 (May 1-14, 1907), 169 • 

37Personal observation by the author. A plaque on the ikon so states. 

38Alexander Kedrovsky, "Piatiletie tserkovno-prikhodskago Bratsva na 
ostrove Unalashke (1898 g. - 6 Dekabria - 1903 g. [Five Years of the 
Church-parish Brotherhood on the Island of Unalaska (December 6, 1898 -
1903) J", ROAM, 8 (April 1-14, 1904), 137-140. 

39Panteleev, Alexander, ''Pokhodi po Aleutskim ostrovam [Journeys Among 
the Aleutian Islands), ROAM, 14 (1910), 270-272, 286-288, 304-306, 
317-319; 15 (1911) 56-59, 77-78, 95-96, 170-171, 336-339; 16 (1912), 
372. 

40Personal interview with Walter Dyakanoff (Unalaska, July 21, 1984), 
village elder and church starost' (caretaker, sexton) for many years. 

41Personal interview with Philemon Tutiakoff (Unalaska, July 22, 1984), 
village elder and presently church reader. 

42Personal interview with Ray Hudson, August 18, 1984 in Anchorage, 
Alaska. Mr. Hudson is a teacher in the public schools of Unalaska, and 
an authority on Unalaska history. 

43cNL Designs, "The Bishop's House, Unalaska." An excellent history of 
the Bishop's House and its importance to the Aleut community is 
contained in a background report done by Carrie Reed for the 
architectural firm, CNL Designs, of Anchorage, Alaska. Copies of this 
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report are available from the Unalaska Aleut Development Corporation, 
Unalaska. Alaska or from the Office of History and Archeology of the 
State of Alaska. Division of Parks, Anchorage, Alaska. 

44Personal interview with Ray Hudson, August 18. 1984, in Anchorage. 
A±aska. 

'>\. 
44on this point, see Richard Dauenhauer, "The Spiritual Epiphany of 
Aleut" (unpublished manuscript; Anchorage, Alaska: Alaska Native 
Foundation, Center for Equality of Opportunity in Schooling, 1978), as 
well as CNL Designs, "The Bishop's House, Unalaska," section on 
"Community Profile and Hitoric Resources Inventory." 

46city of Unalaska, Planning Department, Draft, 4. 

47According to Rev. Ishmail Gromoff, the present number of people on the 
church rolls is 175-200. In a personal interview, Walter Dyakanoff told 
the author (July 21, 1984) that, as caretaker, he finds it hard to find 
enough parishioners willing to work on the church. 

48rhe oldest standing Orthodox church is at Belkovsky on the Alaska 
Peninsula. It was built in 1881, but has been out of use for many 
years. Both the church at Juneau (1894) and Kenai (1895) are roughly 
contemporaneous with the Unalaska Church of the Holy Ascension, and all 
three have active congregations. The Un·alaska church, however, is of a 
scale and richness far exceeding the smaller churches. 
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• 
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History, No. 4. Kingston, Ontario: Limestone Press, 1973. 

Nichols, Robert, and Croskey, Robert, editors and translators. "The 
Condition of the Orthodox Church in Russian America: Innokentii 
Veniaminov's History of the Russian Church in Alaska," Pacific 
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Smith, Barbara S. "Cathedral on the Yukon," Alaska Journal. XII (1982-), 
4-6, 50-55 • 

Russian Orthodoxy in Alaska: A History, Inventory, and 
Analysis of the Church Archives in Alaska, with an annotated 
bibliography. Anchorage, Alaska: Alaska Historical Commission, 
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Published Material-Russian 

Innokenty (Pustynsky), Bishop. "Otchet o sostoianii Aliaskinskago 
vikariatstva za 1906 god [Report on the Condition of the Alaska 
Vicariate for 1906]." Amerikanskii pravoslavnyi vestnik [Russian 
Orthodox American Messenger], XI (May 1-14, 1907), 156-169. 

Kedrovsky, Alexander. "Istoriko-statisticheskoe opisanie 
Unalashkinskago Voznesenskago prikhoda [Historico-statistical 
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pravoslavnyi vestnik [Russian Orthodox American Messenger], I, No. 
20, 418-420; No. 21, 439-442; No. 22, 465-467; No, 23, 
494-496. 

_____ ."Piatiletie tserkovno-prikhodskago Bratsva na ostrove 
Unalashke (1898 g. - Dekabria - 1903 g. [Five Years of the 
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American Messenger], VIII (April 1-14, 1904), 137-140. 
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317-319; 15 (1911), 56-59, 77-78, 95-96, 170-171, 336-339; 16 
(1912)' 372. 
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Unpublished material 
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1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1. 51 acres 
Quadrangle name Unalaska, Alaska (1951) Quadrangle scale . ..,l .. ;.2-S.Q,.000 
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state N/A code 
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name'title Barbara S. Smith 
Alaska Regional Otf1ce, 

organization Na ti ona 1 Park Service 

street & number 2525 Gambell Street 

city or town Anchorage 

county code 

county code 
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state Alaska 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

~ national __ state _ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Omcer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

For N PS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register • 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 
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10. Verbal Boundary Description and Justification - Continuation Sheet 

The Holy Ascension Orthodox Church National Historic Landmark, at 
Unalaska, Alaska, is on Tracts A, B, and C of the Russian Greek Mission 
Reserves, persuant to Act of Congress, June 6, 1900, and recorded on U. 
s. Survey No. 853, Nov. 12, 1908. 

Beginning 

The boundaries of the Holy Ascension Orthodox Church National Historic 
Landmark conform to the historic plat being tracts A, B, and C of the 
Russian Greek Mission Reserves. The Church is on tract A, the Bishop's 
House on tract C; tract B, a vacant lot, connects the two structures. 
There is one non-contributing structures on the site, a small furnace 
house to serve the Bishop's House, which is constructed in a like style 
and does not 1mpa1r the integrity of the property. 

IO.a. The boundaries of the Holy Assumption Orthodox Church National 
Historic Landmark conform to the historic plat contained in the U. S. 
Land Survey of 1908. Within the site, there is a modern log structure, 
which houses the Kenai Museum; it contains pertinent exhibits but is not 
a historic building. There also is a temporary structure used for 
storage near the rectory, but it does not have a permanent detrimental 
effect. These two non-contributing structures do not impair the 
integrity of the site • 
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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic The Seal Islands (Fur Seal Rookeries NHL) 

and or common Pribilof Islands 

2. Location 

street & number N/A 

city, town St. Paul & St. Geo. Isla:rldsieinlty of 

state Alaska 

3. Classification 
C•tegory 
..Z.. district 
_ buildlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_. _private 
-1L both 
Pl ublic Acquisition 

N ..!::._. In process 

code 

_ being considered 

county 

Status 
.1L occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible· 
.lL yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_·no 

4. Owner of Property 

street & number 

city, town _ vicinity of 

Present UH 
_ agriculture 
-1L commercial 
_ educational 
__ entertainment 
-1L government 
_ industrial 
_military 

state 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. U.S. Bureau of !and Nan.agem:mt 

street & number 701 C Street 

elty, town Anchorage state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

_ not tor publication 

code 

_museum 
_park 
_x_ private resldenC6 
_x_ religious 
_ scientific 
-. transportation 
_other: 

Alaska 

title See Continuation Sheet 2 has this property been determined eligible? -1{._ yes _ no 

depository tor survey records 

city. town state 



7. Description· 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
itair 

-1L deteriorated 
_A. ruins 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_?L unaltered 
_x: altered 

Check one 
-~ original sire 

_moved date ------------

Describe the present and original Of known) physical appearance 

ITEM 7. Description 

HIS'roRIC DISTR.Ict OVERVIEW -

• 

Two hundred and fifty miles north of the Aleutian Chain, three hundred miles west 
of the Alaska mainlan:l, separated by forty-five miles of Bering Sea, are the 
Islands of Saint George and Saint Paul. They are the largest islands of the 
Pribilof group, thirty-six and fourty-four square miles respectively~ The 
Historic District ccrrprises al:out one-fourth of this_ area-, including rookeries~ 
killin:J grounds, and settlement· areas~ Within the Historic District there are 
106 contributing buildings, t'tWO oontributing structures; 12 historic sites · 
(rookeries) an:l nine archeological sites already listed ai the Alaska Heritage 
Resources SUrvey (AHRS) • · 

The District is made up of three ncn-o::::ntiguous units, each naned for its nest 
prcminent historic feature: (1) Saint George Village: (2) Saint Paul Village; 
and~ (3) Northeast Point, Saint Paul Island. The historic district l:ou:ndari~ ~ 
Saint Paul Island are drawn to exclude a sectiai of the coastline so overwh~ 
by develq;::ment as to have lost visual integrity. The Saint George and Saint J?auI 
village sections oontain the coomercial processing structures of the in:iustry as 
well as significant 'beaches, killing grounds, and old village sites. N:lrtheast 
Point contains significant beaches and. rookeries, killing g::roun::is, and old 
village sites. 

The b:>UIXlary was drawn to include representative rennants of both d:m:nercial 
harvesting an:l processing, significant historical and archeological·sites, ani 
the living history of the unique labor force. The prqx:>sed l:x>undaries are drawn 
to eliminate areas not consistentiy associated with the i.rrlustry or those \li'hidl 
have lost visual integrity. The interiors of l:oth island.s were excluded, as 
sealing is a coa..stal Wustry, confined to beaches, adjacent kill:in; groun::is~ and 
the villages. The north shore of Saint Paul Island was excluded as the industry, 
other than at Northeast Point, was primarily oonfined to the south shore after 
1799. 'Ihe historic district b:l.mdaries on Saint Paul Island are drawn to exclude 
a sectioo of the coastline so overwhelmed by developnent as to have lost visual 
integrity. Zapadni on Saint George Island was also excluded, as construction of 
a boat harl:x:>r has destroyed historic integrity. 

Saint George Island. 

Saint George Island rises out of the Bering Sea, in sane places as high as 1,000 
feet. Only t~ and one-half miles of the island' s twency-one mile coastline ~ 
beaches; the rest of the shoreline is high cliffs. In the eighteenth century • 

See Continuation Page 3. 
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Russians l:uilt 'briral:aras at Zapadni oo the southern shore, at Staraya Artil to 
the east of the village, and the permanent village of Saint GeOrge en the 
northern shore. The l::x:>Undary of the Historic District encloses the village of 
Saint George en the south, then follows the read east of town to its end one mile 
out of to;..n at East Reef Rookez:y. The l::x:>Undary encircles the Rcokez:y, then 
follows the coastline l:::ack to the west, passing the a:mnunity of Saint George en 
t..11.e north, and proa:!eds alor.g the a:>astline far another tWJ miles to include 
North Rcokez:y and Staraya Artil Rookez:y. Here the 't::oun:iary line turns inland, 
encirclin; the archeologica.l site, Staraya Artil, and then follows the road l:ack 
to Saint George. 

After the Alaska PUrchase in 1867 the Alaska Carmercial canpa.ny, which ONned 
rronop:>ly rights to the fur seal ina.ust.ry in the islands, destroyed all Russian 
structures and replaced them with frame b.ri.ldings, constructing a new' village ai 

tcp of the old. In 1928 the United States Department of o:mnerce, then 
administrators of the fur seal ina.ustry, a::::ntinued the practice cy- systematically 
razin; the village and c::onstructir.g a nEW' one en the foun::iatiCXlS of the old. The 
pattern still renains: orderly ~ of h:::>uses nestled into the hillside, 
c.dministrative and staff housin; to one side, and a a::mnercial center at the 
rottan of the hill near the sea. (MJ; Pl3; Pl4) 

Saint George the Great Mart.yr Orth::d::lx Church is the center of the cx::mnunity. 
The present structure, a:::mpleted in 1936, is the traditional frame b.ri.ldin; with 
horizontal sidir.g and narthex. The Churdl still has the traditional onion shaped 
Cb:ne, al though there is wind damage to its amvas cr:Ner. Just north qf the 
present structure within the chur~ is a crass that narks the altarplaoe of 
the old nineteenth century church. (M3; PlS; Pl6) 

At the bottan of the hill bet'Weel'l the Churdl and the sea is the a::mnercial 
center. Nine of the fou...-teen b.ri.ldings in this area are identified as part of 
the seal fur and carcass processin; facilities: a lon; wcxxien frame structure 
once used as a c::cal.house, nest recently used far storage; (P45~ P46) the 
Aleutian Bunkhouse, noN the teacher's house; (P47) tW) small frame b.lildirgs next 
to the c:bck; a ttNO-story wcx:x:l frame tuilding (P32); a large "U" shaped building 
used as the kench house, blubberin; house, and wash house with an.i.m:tl pens an the 
exterior. This l:uilding is presently being c::onvert.ed into apartments and 
laooratoz:y space for National Marine Fisheries (u-iF) personnel. This tuildir.g 
dominates the a::rnnercial center t:oth cy- its size and visual interest. ( P33} Last 
in the area is the ma.chine shop, a large cement structure. ( P44) Port.ions of the 
waterfront area of Saint George were destroyed by fire in 1950. True to the 
pattern, new l:uildings were tuilt on the foundations of the old . 
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Directly uphill fran the cannercial center, with a carman:iing vier# of the dcx::k, 
is the old administrative core 'With staff housing. Folke Canpany Fb.lse, 
presently the hotel, is the largest building. It was built into the hillside 
with t.'W'O stories on the south end and. three stories on the north. It borders an 
oµm field W'here the fla9?Jle once belongirg to Old Government :Ek>use still 
stands. (P22; P23) Uphill, alx>ve the field, is a rCJtl of one an::i one-half story 
cement bunqalows with a cement sidewa.lk running alCl'lg the front. They originally 
served as hanes for the agent, storekeeper, physician, and. schcx>lteacher. 
Presently they are teacher's and NMF personnel housing. (P28) 

Six rows of frame houses ascend the hillside southeast of the O'lurdl. Unlike 
Saint Paul, where all houses face the same direction, the hemes oo Saint George 
face each other across the roads, providing a less regimented, neighlx>rhccd 
appearance. These were originally hares for resident Aleut laborers1 they remain 
the hanes of the pe:>ple of Sa.int George. (P48) Adajacent to the housing, belOW' • 
the eastern bluff that supports the village, is tile Coi:munity Center. A large 
building, it was begun prior to ~ld War II but was not ccmpleted W'ltil after 
the evacuaticn and. return of the people to Saint George. It still functiam as a 
camnmity center. 

Non-historic elements of the village include: m::xiern additions to the carmercia.l 
center groupe:::i to the east of the old ccmnercial buildirgs: three new m::xiular 
hanes interspa.ced 'Within the rows of houses on the hill; several new hones east 
of the Carrm.lnity Center, Wlder constructicn in 1986. The five hemes nearest the 
Camrunity Center, although they appear newer than the hillside houses, are 
contributing structures, as they were constructed Wlder the administrators durin; 
the period of significance. The recently constructed school, clinic, and 
combination city·offices, store ard warehouse are ncn-contributin; elements 
within the District. 'Ihe new sulxlivision south of the village is outside the 
boundaries of the Historic District. 

OUtside the cc:rmrunity of Saint George, rut 'Within the Historic District, are 
t.liree historic Rcokeries and. an old village site. The rocky beaches at East 
Reef, N:>rth, and Staraya Artil Rookeries remain relatively unchanged over tine. 
(PSO). 'nlere has not been a cannercial hunt en Saint George in over ten years, so 
even t.lie killing grounds, usually readily visible because of the lush vegetation 
fed by the results of the slaughter, are blending in with t.'f-ie countryside. The 
landscape is characterized by m::::>ss covered rocks, high grasses, and. fl()'.llers, 
leading da.r.m to black rocky beaches covere::l. with seals. In surnner m::::>nths the sea 
is filled with sw.irrming, diving, feeding seals as far as the eye can see • 

An old village site a.rd. rookery are locate::l. at Staraya Artil. {AHRS XPIOlS) 
(PS l) The two are linked by a tidal zone flOOO where t:achelor seals station • 
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themselves, rercoved fran the harems in the rcokery. In the muck arourrl the pond 
are seal, walrus, and whale tones, rermants of fo.rmer occupations. East of the 
pond, in the tall grass, are the barabara sites marking the old village of 
Staraya Artil. 

Saint Paul Island 

'!he Saint Paul landscape is marked by weathered lava, scoria, am sandy deposits. 
Hills, remnants of explosion craters, dot the landscape. The Historic District 
is located along the southern coastline. It begins at Zapa.dni Point and 
stretches t;o..;ard the City of Saint Paul three miles away, bordered en the south 
by the coastline and on the oorth by the scoria-covered road. The boundary 
foll01Ns the road to the base of Telegrap-i Hill, where the road and boundary line 
separate. The ooundary turns south, following the Polovina Turnpike as it curves 
arourrl the Salt Lagoon, then follONS the dirt road leading to the Lukanin-Kitovi 
Rookery on the coast. Ulkanin Bay and Tonki Point ar" excluded fran the Historic 
District because devel~t here has destroyed historical integrity. The 
Historic District begins again at Halfway Point, l:::ounded by the sooria covered 
ra:t.d cn cne side and coastline on the other. At Polovina Hill the boundary 
leaves the scoria road to turn inland, follCMi..ng a dirt road bordering the sand 
dunes to the sea. (M4) 

Included in the Historic District on Saint Paul Island are five rookeries am 
their historic killing groun:is: six sites listed an the Alaska Historic Resources 
Survey {AHRS): and the camrunity of Saint Pual. 'Ibis is about one tenth of the 
total area of the islam. 

'!he City of Saint Paul clings to a steep hillside with its back to the Bering Sea 
on a na.rrOIN sandy peninsula an the extreme south end of the island. 
Administrators in the American period created three distinct sectors to the 
carmun.ity: the oc:mnercial center, located alcng the shoreline and historic 
killing grounds of the rot1 extinct Village Cove Rookery: administrative hri.ldings 
and staff housing centrally located: and resident Aleut laborer hous.ir:q laid out 
in orderly rows an either side of the village center. Public buildings remain 
near the group served. {PS: P6: P57: PSS) 

Rebuilt in 1907, the fbly Martyrs Saints Peter and Paul Orthodox Church is the 
center of the carmunity. It is a traditional build.ir:q except that the 
characteristic wooden onion-shaped dane, repeatedly destroyed by wind, was 
replaced by a wrought ircn onion-shaped configuration. The churchyard borders 
the priest's house and cemetery. (PSl; P52) 
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Also oordering the churchyard at the center of the carmunity are the 
administrative buildings and staff quarters. Old Governrrent fbuse, presently the 
offices of the Indian Reorganizatioo Act (IRA) Tribal Council and apartments, is 
the rcost praninent of the administrative buildings. (P75: P76) In close 
proximity are Old Canpany House, presently the King Eider Hotel (P78): the old 
laundry, rt::hl abandoned {79); the old Fisheries Offices, presently a tavern (77); 
three one and one-half story cement bungalo.rJS sitting in a r:Otl with front 
sidewalks and sod, fonnerly kIXJWI1 irrlividually as "E)rployee House" and "Teacher's 
House," presently used for carmunity housing. (P7l) Buildings serving the 
camnmity's social an:l medical needs are also located in th.is central area of the 
village: the physician's residence an:l dispensery, new joined by an additicn and 
used as the clinic (P80); the Recreation Hall, rt::hl the offices of City Governrrent 
(PS!); and the old theater, ncM abandoned. (P82) 

The seal processing canplex is a distinctive part of the Historic District. 
Along the l:x>ttan of the hill, at the em of Tolstoi Boulevard and en the sand • 
flats between the camrunity and Village Cove, stand the seal processing 
buildings. Six large buildings still retain evidence of their funct.iCl'lS in the 
historic irrlustry: the boxing shed, kench house, blubbering house, and the 
bunkhouse for sealing assistants in one grouping, and the equi~ garage and 
machine shop in another. '!he l::x:>xing shed, kench house, and blubbering house were 
built during the post World War I bo:::m in the sealing irrlustry. The l::x:>xing shed 
and kench house -were lengthened during the 1930s. The blubbering house has a 
m::Xlern additicn. Located in a rc1t1, alm:>st identical in design and materials, 
these three buildings retain historic character. ( P83) All are underutilized an:l 
in a state of disrepair. The fonre.r bunkhouse for sealing assistants, rDtl the 
Tanadgusix Corporation Offices and hotel annex, :rouOOs out the group of buildings 
tied direclty to the sealing industry. (PBS) Buildings with functions supp::>rtive 
of the industry, such as the machine shop and equitxtent garage at the end of 
Tolstoi Boulevard and the paint shop belcw en the sand (P86; P87) are consistent 
in design and materials with the seal processing buildings. All -were constructed 
in the 1930s. -

Uphill fran the industrial buildings and ranging on either side of the village 
center are the orderly rows of housing for Aleut lal:x:>rers. All houses face out 
fran the hillside, overlooking the historic killing grounds below. 'lhere are 
thirteen houses of frame construct.ion an:l similar design constructed between 1915 
and 1935 (P91); nineteen ccncrete h:>uses of a similar design to the frame houses 
built between 1935 am. 1955 (P92): a.rd nine nearly identical houses with asphalt 
siding built post-world War II. (P94) The order, repetition, am. anonymity of 
these houses serve to visually reinforce the cc:mpany town character of the • 
District.. 
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BelON' the village in Gorbatch Ba.y swim the seals of Reef Rookery. (P59: P60) 
Within the Historic District are nine rex>keries and five old village sites. (M4) 
Because Saint Paul is a volcanic islarrl with little erosion over tiroo arrl, until 
recently, ro developoont that was mt related to the seal industry, the 
larrlscapes remain relatively unchanged. Pericxiically, within recorded history, 
the sea has reclaimed the narrON" neck of land at Northeast Point, turning the 
peninsula into an islarrl. The sand dunes around Big Lake shift, oovering the 
scoria arrl plank road with as much as three feet of sand. (MlO) Otherwise,there 
have been fEM changes over time in the landscapes of the Historic District. 
Zapadni, Tolstoi, Reef, Kitovi and Lukanin Rookeries are similar black rc:x:k 
beaches ha.eked by low rocky cliffs covered with grasses and flON"ers. (P9S; P96; 
P97) Polovina, Polovina cliffs, and East and West Rl:::okeries on the Northeast 
Point sector are similar black rcx:k beaches bordered by rising sand dunes dotted 
with deep grasses. (pllS, Pll6) The adjacent killing grounds are readily 
identifiable by the extremely lush vegetation fed by the slaughter. The old 
village sites of Vesolia Mista (AHRS XPI-016)(P99), arrl Zapadni (AHRS 
XPI-007)(Pl01; Pl02) are located within the District as well as the legendary 
site of discovery at English Bay. (M9) 

The t\VO extant catwalks (of nine originally constructed) are contributing 
structures, one at Reef Rl:x:>kery (P95: P96: P97) and one at Fast and West 
Rookeries. (Pll5; PJ.16; Pll7) In the 1920s the U.S. Department of Connerce 
administrators constructed these catwalks over the rookeries to facilitate the 
annual census of the seal herds. The design is si.nple: strategically placed 
scaffolds with a wocxien catwalk stretching fran apex to apex. '!he ten ·foot high 
walks are reached by clircbing a ladder nailed to the side of the first scaffold. 
Wcx:xien railing along one side of the catwalk and a wire stretched along the other 
serve as safety devices. They are in fair to f)(X>r conditim •• 

Condition of Resources 

Resource ccniitions vary widely in this Historic District. Buildings that retain 
their historic functicns or are valued. by the cannunity are in goo.i cooditim. 
Saint George the Great Martyr and Saints Peter and Paul Orthcxiox Churches are 
well maintained. fk:Mever, within each are valuable lxx:>ks and icons that are in 
need of specialized care an::!, in sane instances, restoration. The King Eider 
Hotel and the Saint George Hotel, as ccmnercial enterprises, are well maintained 
and recognized by the carmuni ties as historic assets. 01 the other end of the 
spectrum are the buildings directly related to the sealing industry. Since 
carrnercial sealing ceased with the expiration of the North Pacific E\lr Seal 
Convention in 1985, these buildings will ro longer fulfill their historic 
functions. Presently they are in a state of disrepair:- sane are in danger of 
pennanent loss. There is rx:> carmunity concensus oo the historic value of these 
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buildings, as exists for the churches and hotels. There are n::> local ordinances 
or official protective management p::>licies in effect for either historic 
buildings or the old village sites. Sane "potting" is occurring at ~ sites. 

As neN i.rrlustries are developed to provide the econanic base needed to replace 
the sealing industry, the District could 1::>e in real danger of losing its 
integrity. 

SAINI' GIDRGE ISLAND (Note: Lettering corresponds to Map 3.) 

Village Center: .Aam.inistrative and Public buildings 

Saint George the Great Martyr Church, 1936. (H) Listed en the National Register 
of Historic Places. Significant objects within the Church include articles 
dating to the previous nineteenth century Church: a chandelier, chalice and 
crosses, 1845 (Pl9); five bells, 1875: a re::M:x::d cross fashioned fran wood frcm 
the old church by Mr· Andronik Kashevaroff of Saint George. Ikais with 
historical interest include "Saint Petrolurca.n" fran the old church and "Virgin 
Macy" and "Our lord Jesus Christ" worked by Father Theodosius. (P21) Handworked 
al tar cloths made by the wt".men of Saint George date back fifty years { Pl8: Pl9) • 
This is cnly a representative sanple of the treasures in this Church. The 
building is well cared for on a rootine basis 'but in need of structural repairs. 

Conpany Fbuse, 1930. {J) 56'0"x36'0". Three stor:y, wcxxi frame buildin':;J with 
horizontal siding and six-over-six windows. Upper floor: sleeping rcx:ms and 
bath (P26; P27): middle floor: sleeping roans, bath and library with built in 
woc:xi and glass l::xx>kcases, original l:xx:>ks in place (P24: P25): ground floor: 
kitchen and dining area. Recently, neM ~en fire escapes were added, replacing 
ladders nailed to the side of the building. CcJ'n.!?a.nY !buse was renamed Saint 
George Roaning Fbuse in 1930 as the property of the Bureau of Fisheries; rrN 
owned by Tanaq Corporation and used as a hot.el 

• 

Cottages; ca. 1930s. (K, L, M, N) One and one-half story cement bungalO"WS 
exactly alike. Originally banes for the agent, storekeeper, physician, and 
schoolteacher. M was also the old hospital. Presently housing for NMF persormel 
and. camrunity. (P30; P31) • 
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New Firehouse. (P) 20'3"xl2'5". Wc:x::rl frame with horizontal clapboard siding with 
a bell tower rising fran southwest corner. Rem:deled as living quarters; 
presently identified as Quarters No. 7. 

New Firehouse. (Q) Wccx:l frame with horizontal clapb;:)ard siding. 

Cannercial Center: 

Abandoned Purrp House an1 Winch House, ca. 1951. (A, B) 'l\iwo sna.11 buildings: A, 
concrete arrl B, frame. Winch used to load an1 unload materials an:l l:oats at 
ta.omside dock. Severe beach erosion has ur:rlermined the foundations. 

Plumbing arrl Electrical Shop, ca. 1951. (C) TINo story, wood frarre structure with 
horizontal siding has severe structural deficiencies. Rebuilt a~er Saint George 
fire of 1950. (P32) 

Sealing Plant, 1951. (D) 128'9"Xl02'0". This caTiplex burned down in 1950 and 
was rebuilt over the origina.l foundation. A wood frame building with concrete 
walls. Older methc:xls of processing are reflected in this building am its extant 
equipnent: wash house, kench house with tables, brine tanks an:l blubbering house 
(P38; P39), a:::cperage upstairs where sane barrel staves re.main. Skins -were 
placed in redwocxl vats with large metal waffle grates place:i on tcp to hold them 
down while they were flushed with sea "Water. These vats remain in the wash house 
as do the blubbering racks in the blubbering house. ( P35; P36) The 12 'Xl2' kendl 
tables, sane still holding skins in salt for storage, are intact (P37). The 
salting process was replaced by the newer brine process. Here skins were placed 
in a r~ tank, agitated by a paddle "!Nheel, hung to dry, packed in b::>rax, 
rather than salt, am then shipped to Fouke canpany. The extant redwcx:x'i tank may 
be the last of its kind. (P40: P41) Cement tanks with slat. b::>xes am a 
re-designed paddle wheel replaced the rerlwcx:xl tank. (P42; P43) Presently National 
Marine Fisheries (R-!F) personnel. are in the process of converting part of the 
gound floor into a laroratory with living quarters upstairs. Previously, NMF 
personnel added sane renovable fencing in the wash house creating seal pens used 
in conducting seal behavior experiments. Other than these changes to the 
interior, 'Which are cc:nsistent with is historic use, the seal processing facility 
retains its historical integrity. 

Machine Shop, 1948. (E) 44'0"X62'0". Concrete walls with reinforced steel, (oot 
"reinforced concrete"). Has a high gambrel roof. Presently a repair shop. 
Similar in materials and design to the seal processing plant; gocd visual 
integrity. (P44) 
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Coal Shed, 1930s. (F) 80'X30'. Concrete walls up to fifteen feet high j?O::keted. 
into hillside, thus one side of the building is at grade near the eave line, 
while the other side has full-height concrete walls. Most recently used for 
storage. Needs structural repairs. (P45: P46) 

Aleutian Bunkhouse, 1940. {G) 64'0"X20'3" Single story wocx:l frame dwelling. 
Originally housed Aleutian workers brought in for the seal harvest and 
prrxessing: presently the teacher's house. (P47) 

Aleut I.al::orers' Housing: 

Housing on Saint George, in keeping with the canpany town nature of the 
cannunity, cane in two varieties: (I) Wocx:l frame, one and one-half story with 
gable roof and arctic entry; 1920s-1930s; (II) Same basic house type as (I), cnly 
concrete; 1930s (only t'NO of these built because St. George Island lacked gravel 
for concrete); (III) larger frane houses, same basic type, all with green asphalt • 
siding; 1940s-1950s. 

Type I: l,2,3,4,S,8,9,10,ll,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,l9,20,21,23,24 
Type II: 4, 22 
Type III: 31,32,34,35,36 

Ccmnunity Hall, 1949. (0) Large frame structure with a double gable roof line. 
COnstructicn began in 1940 but was delayed by the evacuaticn of the islani in 
1942. 

Non-contributing Resources 

Ccrrmercial Center: gas station; m:dem brick garage; Tanaq Fisheries; second 
m:dem brick garage; pc:w'ethouse; four nodular storage buildings. 

Village Center: school; clinic: cx:Jti:>ination city offices, store and warehouse; 
house; NMF personnel apartments. 

Housing: three new rrodular hanes; new hanes under construction. 

Archeological Resources 

Staraya Artil: (AHRS XPI-015) Russian, liberally translates "old asscx:iation 
for camon work." Historic village site, reportedly one of the first Russian 
settleirents in the islands. (M2; PSl) • 
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SAINT PAUL ISl'...AND (Note: Letters correspond to Map S) 

Village Center: 

Administrative Buildings and Staff Residences 

Saints Peter and. Paul Ortho::lox Church, 1907. (A) Traditional building lista:'i on 
the National Register of Historic places. The 1907 church was wilt en the 
foundations of the previous church, which was constructed in the mid-1800s. 
Portions of the earlier church appear to have been incorporated into the new 
buildings, as was cust.ana.ry for OOth religious and. practical reasalS. The 
iconostasis (the interior altar wall) and. many of the icons and other articles 
fran the nineteenth century church were installed in the 1907 building. The 
church is well cared for and structurally sourrl, rut subject always to the harsh 
climate and limited funds for major repairs. (P63; P64; P65, P66: P67: P68; P69) 

Priest's fbuse, 1929. (B) Frame structure with horizontal 'llfOOd. siding. 
Horizontal gable ro::>f with jerkinheads. Design is similar to Govemment K:::>use 
across the churchyard. (P70) 

Teacher's fbuses, 1948. (C,D,E} Three houses exactly alike placed in a rcM. 

One and. one-half stpry cement bungalCMS with front sidewalks and sai yards. 
Forroa.lly known as "Errployees fb.lses," the group is informally knc:wn as "silk 
stocking row." Presently aie house is used 'by the tour guide in the sumner: the 
others are private banes. (P71; P72; P73: P74) 

Government fbuse, 1932. (F) Large frame buildin:J with cement found.aticn: 
horizontal gable roof with cross gable ends: suffered interior fire damage in 
1936. Presently used for apartments and. business offices of the IPA Tribal 
Council. (P75; P76) 

Fisheries Office, 1930s. (G) Frame cx::ccrete t:uilding with jerkinheads and 
outside entrance to cellar or basanent. Presently a tavern. (P77) 

Canpany fbuse, 1923. (H) Three-story frame building with horizontal siding. 
Serre rnojemizaticn in 1932. Presently the King Eider Hotel. Upper floors are 
sleeping rcx::ms with central bath: main floor is the hotel lobby which was CX'lCe 
the library with built-in woOO.en shelves with glass doors. (P78) 

Laundry, 1926. (I) Two-story cernemt building with horizootal gables. 
Originally used as a laundry for Conpany K:::>use; presently abandoned. (P79) 
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Hospital, 1934. (J,K) Physician's house and dispensary (1929) and old hospital 
(1934) joined by a m::xlern addition (1974). J has a front st.cop and dormers, 
similar in design to Canpany House, and maintains the appearance of a residence. 
K is a simple one story fran:e building. '!be addition is non-contributing. (PSO) 

Recreation Hall, 1948. (L) Replaced old recreaticn hall which burned in 1945. 
Large bNo story frane building. Presently the offices of the City of Saint Paul. 
(P81) 

Theater, 1940s. (M) Single story wo::XJ. frane building with a single gable roof 
and horizontal siding; no windows. Originally a novie theater, then a dance 
hall; presently abandoned. (P82) 

Carmercial Center 

Blubbering House, 1930s. (N) Fran:e building with horizontal clapboard siding; a • 
Butler building type of addition runs perpendicular to and away fran the 
blubbering house. Presently used for storage. Needs structural repairs. (P83) 

Kench House, 1930. 106'x 32' 10". Fraire building with horizontal clapboard 
siding. Building was lengthened in the 1930s. Originally the kench house, then 
drying shed. (for arYing seal skins} : presently use:i for storage. Needs 
structural repairs. (P83) 

Boxing Shed, 1920s. (P) 160' 8" x 34' 6". Balloon framed, cne and one-half 
story, horizontal clapb:lard siding: sa:n:e design and materials as Blubbering House 
and Kench fbuse. Building was lengthened in the 1930s. Originally a kench 
house, later a barrel shed, presently storage. Needs structural repairs. (P83: 
P84) 

Fouke Bunkhouse, 1932. (Q) Large frame building with horizontal siding of 
similar design and ma.terials to other bcx:m pericd buildings. Originally a 
bunkhouse for sealing assistants, presently Tanadgusix Corporation (TDX) Building 
and Hotel Annex. (PSS) 

Machine stx>p. (R) Two-story, wo::XJ. frarre with large 'bow-string trusses. A ranp 
built of rock leads to second flcor storage. Originally machine shop, then fire 
department, a rx:in-canpatible new addition joined the Machine shop am Equi:prcent 
garage in the 1980s. The ne\o/ additicn, which is neither the sane ma.terial, 
color, nor style as the two historic buildings it joins, does rx>t destroy the 
integrity of the two because of their obvious contrast and large size. (P86) • 
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F.quipnent Garage, 1930s. (S) 100'X54' 611
; single-story wa::xi frama build.i.n;J with 

large bJw string trusses; presently the tire shed. 

Small frame structure. (T) May J?OSsibly be one of the houses constructed 
pre-1918. Abandoned. 

Paint Sb.:>p, 1930s. (U) 60'X28' 4"; wood frame shed with horizontal clapl::oard 
siding, sawbuck doors, similar to l::X>xing shed and kench house. Presently used 
for the storage of paint and other highly flamnable materials. Sand drifts form 
arourrl arrl in this building. (P87) 

Six car Garage, 1930s. (V) 73' 2"X28'; single-story- wood frame with horizontal 
clap'board siding. Presently abandoned with san:i dri~s arourXi and inside. 

By-Products Plant, 1924. (W) Large frame structure with horizontal clapboard 
siding. Rerrodeled interior an:i exterior in the 1930s: abandoned, reopened, 
arendoned again, and rerrodeled again: the interior was rem:xleled as recently as 
the 1970s. Presently aband.oned, it is in need of structural repairs. 
By-products (products incidental to the fur seal Wustcy) prcx:1uced at one tine 
or another on Saint Paul include: fox fcxxi, dog team fcx:xi, mink fcxxi, crab bait, 
fertilizer, and oil. Between 1965 and 1975 a mink farmer rerroved old l:x:lilers to 
install experimental freezing equipnent. The exterior retains the historic 
character of the 1930 seal processing building. (P88; P89) 

Resident Aleut Laborers' Housing 

Reflecting the canpany tCMn nature of the camnmity, houses on Saint Paul cane in 
three types: (I) 1920s through 1930s, one or one arrl one-half story frame with 
horizontal t,«:Oj siding, arctic entrance to one side, and side cellars: (P9l) 
(II) cine an:i one-half story concrete with arctic entrance arrl side cellars; 
(III) 1945-1950s. larger one and one half stocy carent with green asphalt 
siding. Sane houses have small ( 10' Xl4" ) out.buildings which were originally 
washhouses (1939): presently saunas or storage. 

(I} Nos. 3, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 42, 48, 47(0), 46, 
45(0), 44(0). 

(II) Nos. l,2,4,S,6(0),7,8,9,10,ll,l2,13,14,41,40,39,38(0}, 
37(0), 49. 

(III) Nos. 53,54,55,56,57,58,59,60,61 • 
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Village Center: school, "temporary building" housing church school, A-frame 
shed; coffee shop; rem::xieled school district apartments; post office. 

Ccrrmercial Center: canbination store, airline office, warehouse; carbination 
hotel restaurant and Aleutian bunkhouse: metal storage buildif¥3': gas station; 
elephant hut; quonset hut; frame building hit by barge; storage building; 
po..terhouse; t"'° storage buildings nearest to shore; ten storage tanks on 
hillside; NMF buildings and apart.Irents across Village Cove. 

Housing: t"'° teacher's houses next to school; bottan row and tcp row of ne:.i.r 
ranch houses; house next to C, D, and E; duplex ani four other houses belonging 
to the old naval ccnplex; the old naval cannunicaticns building; pastor's 
residence ani Assenibly of God Church: new sul::division on hillside east of taim 
under construction in the 1980s. 

Buildings outside the ccmnunity: dilapidated ice house at Ice Lane (PlOO); 
dilapidated building at Webster Lake (Pll2); private residence at Webster lake 
(Pl08; Pl09) cpen plywood blinds at rookeries; enclosed viewing stand at Lukanin 
Rookery. 

Archeological resources: (Note: see map 4) 

Zapadnie: (AHRS XPI-007) 'I\olenty-three discernable pits en a consolidated 
paralx>lic dune, measuring fran 15' x 12' to 18'-20' square, and two 35' x 15' 
shallO# rectangular pits surrounded by smaller pits. Sane pits may have been for 
storage. Fourteen pits have discernable entrance passages. Three large pits 
were interconnected by t'A'O lateraL passages ( PlOl; Pl02; Pl03) • 

School site: (AHRS-XPI-006) Thirteen ceramic sherds, one square nail ani one 
flenser were surface oollected fran this location. Artifacts are accessioned to 
University of Alaska Anchorage: UM 83-3. 

Webster Lake: (.AHRS XPI-009) At least twenty-two house depressions situated on 
two parabolic dunes. Midden consisting of sea rnarmia.l tones ani historic debris 
is exp:>sed by extensive potting. Site was used prior to W:>rld War II as a 
hunting and lookout (for walrus) camp (PllO; Plll; Pll3; Pl14). 

• 

Polovina (Ha.lfway Point): (AHRS XPI-008) Eleven square to rectangular barabara • 
pits, measuring 12-18 1 on a side situated on a consolidated parabolic dune 
(PlOS). 
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Lukanin Hill: {AHRS XPI-011) Probable site disturbed by military use during 
World War II and later. Historic debris, mamnal 'oones, a tone projectile point, 
and tv.o fastened vertebrae were reportedly found. ( P99) • 

Vesolia Mista: (AHRS XPI-016} Russian, translates as a ''happy place," reportedly 
located just northeast of Big Lake oo northeast coa.st of island: reported one of 
the first settlemants oo the island, position .indicated by Elliott. Area covered 
with blc:M"ing dunes (Pl06) • 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

Ar••• ot Si9nificanc._check •"d justify below 
--- archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning 
. _ archeology-historic _X _ conservation 
__ agriculture ___ economics 
___ architecture ____ education 

_. landscape architecture·--· religion 
- law ·-- science • ___ literature __ sculpture 

. __ military _.x._ soci1t1 
_! 1700-1799 
_x 1800-1899 
-X 1900-

_art _ engineering --- music humanit1rl1n 
._commerce 
__ communications 

Specific dates 1786; 186 7; 1911; 
1942; 1990 

. __ exploration!settlement __ philosophy _ the1ter 
X .. industry __ politics:government _ trensport1t1on 

invention _ other (Specify) 

Builder•Architect Bureau of F1sfier1es. u.5. Dept of. 
CQmmersa ~ U.5. O~pt. cf Intaricr 

Statement of Signific:anc:e Cin one paragraph) 

ITEM 9, srATEME.Nr CE' SIGNIFICAOCE 

sumna.ry 

The Seal Islands i;x:issess outstanding historical significance to the themes of 
industry, conservation, arrl ethnic heritage. 1786-1959, the period of 
significance, ena::rnpasses a consistent pattern of developrent, administration, 
arrl concerns in the industry from discovery to Alaska stateh::xxl. 

Discovered in the 1780s as the hane of the world's largest single herd of 
mamnals, the northern fur seal, the islarrls of Saint Paul and Saint George, the 
Seal Islands, remain the prima.r:y site of the world• s fur seal industry. This 
industry generated conflict l:letween nations arrl peoples for the last tv.o hundred • 
years and cbminated the islarrls fran discovery in 1786 until Alaska statehcx:C in 
1959. The islands were the ma.jar foo.JS of international conservatioo 
policymaking in its infancy late in the nineteenth century. The North Pacific 
Sealing Conventioo of 1911 was a pioneering effort involvin; na.ny years arrl four 
great :fOWers: the United States, Great Britian, Ja;pa.n, and Russia. Conpa..red to 
the other internatipnal conservatioo treaties of the period, for exarrple, the 
Niagara Falls treaty, the Seal.in; Cawention was the rrost significant agreement 
of its time. The controversy continues with the present tu.moil surroundi.rq the 
expiration W'ithout renewal of the Northern Fur Seal Coovention. The site is 
associated as well with a unique diapter in the history of the Aleut people, the 
harogeneous _permanent populatioo of the islands and the later force of the fur 
seal ir:rlustry fran its inc:eptioo to its recent demise as a cx:mmercial enterprise. 
Because the site is rencte, the environment harsh, arrl the sealing industry, with 
all its conflicts is still a _pervasive presence, there is a unique sense of 
historic:a.l cohesiveness en Sa.int Paul arrl Saint George Islands. 

Historical Context 

It was the lure of furs, rather than empire, that entired the pranyshlenniki, the 
Russian equivalent of the American rrountain men, eastward acrcss the expanse of 
the Russian frontier in Sil:leria, Kamchatka and into the Bering Sea. Between 1743 
and 1780 this advanc:e prCX;Jressed along the Aleutian Chain involving as many as 
forty-~v.o different fur companies and over one hundre:l voyages. In the 1780s a 
new era in the history of the Russian fur trade l:::sgan. Grig::>rii Ivanovich 
Shelikov and Ivan Golikov had the imagination to envision, through the 
establishment of permanent settlements under their fur canpany, a colonial • 
structure. In 1788 Tsarir..a Cathrine II rewarded their vision with a sword and a 
rredal cf recognition.(l) 

See Continuation page 16. 



United States Department of the Interior 

0~8 Yo. lOZ4-00l8 
E~ptres 10-JL-87 

• National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

• 

Continuation sheet Item number 8 Page 16 

In 1 786 and 1 787, after years of searching the fogs of the Bering Sea, Gerasim 
Pribilov of the I.ebedev-Lastochkin Fur Canpany discovered and named the legendary 
uninhabited seal islands: Saint George and Saint Paul. The first two seasons 
the Canpany established crews of one hundred thirty-seven pranyshlenniki and 
native Aleuts fran Unalaska and Atkha in the Aleutian Islands. They built 
barabaras, partially underground sc:d huts, establishing hunting villages at 
Zapadni, Staraya Artil, and Garden Cove on Saint George Island and en the south 
shore of Saint Paul Isla.nd. In the follcwing seasons rival fur cx:mpanies 
established Marooni.tch on the north shore and Vesolia Mista in the sand dunes 
near Big Lake on Saint Paul Island. Because of this canpetition, the 
I.ebedev-La.stcx::hkin Canpany established hunting villages at Polovina and Zapadni. 
In 1799 the canpany, ncM the Russian American Conpany, received rcore substantial 
royal recognition when Tsar Paul issued a twenty year charter granting them 
n:ooopoly rights to the Colony. This eliminated canpetiticn and with it the need 
for so many hunting villages. The people of Saint Paul were all drawn together 
for "econart.Y and wannth" at Polovina. The present site of the village of Saint 
George was chosen as "the 'best place, geographically, for the business of 
gathering the skins and salting them do#n".(2} This began a pattern of 
settlement and development danina.ted by the calcerns of the fur seal industry. 

The Conpany continued to administer the Colony through the First Charter, 
1799-1819, the Second Charter, 1821-1842, and the Third Ola.rt.er, 1842-1867. 
Exploitation of the resource was the first and only consideration during the 
perioo of discovery a.nd settlerrent. later, after the tw:n of the eight;eenth 
century, during the perioo of the First Charter, Nikolai Petrovid:l Rezanov, heir 
to Shelikov 1 s Conpa.ny and vision, tenpered this singleminded dedication to profit 
through establishment of permanent settlenents, churches, schools-in short, the 
Russian-Arrerican Colony. 

In 1867 the Russian gove:rnment sold the Russian-Arrerican Colony to the United 
States of America. Through the Arrr.rJ, the War Department administered Alaska frc:m 
the purchase in 1867 until 1877; except for the Seal Islands, which were declared 
a special reservati<Xl for g:we:rnmental purp::>Ses and placed under the control of 
the Depa.rtrcent of Treasury. Consistent with American laissez-faire eoorx:mic 
principles in 1870, the cpvemrnent granted the Alaska carrnercial Conpany a twenty 
year lease for the exclusive rights to the resources of the Seal Islands. 

Between 1877 and 1884 the Navy and CUstans Office administered Alaska. In 1884 
"An Act Providing a Civil Government for Alaska11 provided for the Presidential 
appointment of a Governor and for a district court and officials. But the Seal 
Islands remained under the control of private enterprise. In 1890 the North 
American Cannercial Canpany W'CXl the lease over the seal .in:lustry and the 
administration of the islands. 
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In 1912 "A Bill to create a Territorial Legislature in the Territory of Alaska, 
to confer legislative powers thereon and for other purp:>ses" established a 
territorial fonn of government that lasted until statehc:x::xi in 1959. The Pribilof 
Islands were again an exception. In 1903 the administration of the "seal 
islands" was transferred frcm the Secretary of the Treasury to the Secretary of 
Cortrerce and I...a.b::>r, who placed the islands und.er the direct control of the 
Carmissioner of Fisheries in 1908.(3) The 1910 Fur Seal Act ended the private 
lease system and placed the Pribilof s under the jurisdiction of the Federal 
government. The Department of Ccmnerce and Labor and its Bureau of Fisheries 
were responsible for the seal irrlustry. In 1940 the Bureau of Fisheries was 
renoved frc:m Ccmnerce and placed in the Department of Interior. The carmissioner 
of Fisheries continued responsibility for the islands. In the post-war years 
management was transferred to the Seattle office of the u.s. Fish and Wildlife 
Service.(4) In 1958 the in:iustry was considered important eoough that the 
Federal Government retained sovereignty over the Pribilof seals, agreeing to pay 
the new State of Alaska seventy per cent of the net proceeds fran the seal • 
industry. But the islams becarre part of the ner,,.r State of Alaska and the old 
pattern of administration disappeared. 

Irrlustry 

The fur seal in:iustry itself was the rcost profitable fur resource for the 
Russians. During the First Ola.rt.er fur exp::>rts fran the oolonies were: fur 
seals, 1,232,274: sea otters, 72,894: beaver tails, 59,530: and blue polar foxes, 
36, 362. During the Third Ola.rt.er the depleted herds still yielded 277 ,·7'28 fur 
seals fran Saint Paul and 31,923 fur seals frc:m Saint George. (6) At the time of 
the Purchase the seal herds were cx:>nsidered the cnly resource of real eoonanic 
value in the territory. (7) This irxlustry alone repaid the .American government 
many ti.mes over the purchase price of Alaska. During the tenure of the Alaska 
Ccmnercial c.anpany the seal irXiustry yielded annual profits to the u.s. 
Government alaie of $2,500.000. As an international industry, the profits 
extended fran the ccmpany to the European fashion irXiustry that purchased the 
processed pelts at London auctions. (8) The North Pacific Sealing Convention of 
1911 mar.dated a noratoriurn on sealing that eliminated the entire industry until 
after World War I. 

In the 1920s the sealing industry beaned. As a result of the rroratorium the 
herds increased dramatically in size. In 1921 catwalks were built, nine on Saint 
Paul and one on Saint George, to facilitate the seal census. '!he Bureau of 
Fisheries in the Department of Cannerce reported 581,443 a.nimal.s of all ages. (9) 
In 1923 15,920 animals were killed with 10,000 males reserved as breeders. In • 
1930 the Carmissioner of Fisheries reported herd poJ?Ulation at 971,527, much 
sma.ller than the millions rep::>rted in the nineteenth century, yet sales rep::>rted 
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still neared. the $1,000,000.00 mark. (11) The pattern that follCJft'ed over the 
next decade was an increase in the mmi:ler of animals taken an:l a decrease in the 
number of breeders retained. By 1940 the yearly kill quota had increased four 
tirres While the breeder group, which had decreased twenty percent by 1929, was 
simply reported as "sufficient reserve for breeding." (12) During the 1940s the 
annual yield of sealskins leveled. off. By 1952 U.S. Fish an:l Wildlife Service 
Biologists determined that the herd had reached, or was near, its peak of 
develop:nent nurrbering 1,500,000 animals. (13) The herds of the Pribilof Islands 
canprise al:x:>ut 85% of the world's fur seals. In 1967 the in1ust.ry was still 
profitable; the seal skins fran the Pribilofs sold for $2,839,682. (14) .fb,,.,<ever, 
the irrlustry essentially disappeared when the Northern Fur Seal Cawentioo 
expired. without renewal in 1985. 

Conservation 

Conservation rreasures for the seal herds began early in the Russian pericd of 
Alaskan History. In 1803 an:l again in 1805 the Board of Directors of the Russian 
.American Canpany ordered. a temporary halt on the fur seal catch. OVersupply of 
furs caused the first order. In 1803 280,000 fur seal pelts were taken while 
500,000 were still in warehouses. Rezan:::>v, W'ho issued the second order upon his 
visit to inspect the islands, reported to Tsar Paul that while the seal herds 
seemed large, there.y,,iere "only a tenth as many as there used to be," as 1t0re than 
a million seal skins had been taken CXl the islands. (15) This was the first 
attempt to ai;:ply conservation principles to the seal harvest. The hunters and 
Alexander Andreevich Baran:::>f, colcnia.l manager, paid little or no heed to the 
orders. D.lring the Third Charter, 1844-1861, the canpany considered conservatiCXl 
measures successful. During this pericd the canpany tried to refine and define 
established. procedures. The canpany sent an experienced hunter to Saint Paul 
Island 11to teach the metb:ld of closed seascns ercployed CXl the Ccmna.nder Islands" 
in hopes of saving the seal herds fran extinction. (16) 

After the Jl.rnerican Purchase, the recipient of the rron:::ipoly rights to the islands 
was to maintain the successful conservation rreasures applied by the Russian 
American canpany. A sealing census determined the yearly quota of skins. Heru:y 
Elliott, naturalist and Special Treasury Agent with a o::mnission to study 
wildlife fran the en.ithsonian Institute, estimated the herds in 1872 at 4,700,000 
animals. The Alaska CcJtmercial Ccmpany harvested 150,000 seals per year at an 
annual yield of $2,500,000. (17) This was double the haravest during the Third 
Charter of the Russian-American Ccmpany. The North American CcJtmercial Caapany 
maintained the harvest quota established in the 1870s even thalgh it becane clear 
th.at Elliott's estirca.tes were wildly exaggerated. By 1909, the errl of the 
contract system, there were oo.ly 130,000 seals left. (18) 
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High profits fran a resource that required little effort to exploit ~it neither 
had to be fed, dug up, nor sought out - attracted international interest, as 
well. The depletioo, often to the point of extinction, of other seal herds 
turned the focus of the \o,Urld 's fur seal industry on the islands of Saint George 
and Saint Paul. The result was an international conservation interest. While 
the land harvest certainly had a detri.m:ntal effect on the size of the herds, 
there was an even greater danger. Pelagic sealing, the taking of seals at sea, 
began in 1868. By the 1890s citizens of the United States, Great Britain, then 
Canada, Japan, and Russia manned pelagic sealing fleets in the north Pacific. 
Pelagic sealing was nost dangerous to herd size, as only females range out to sea 
to feed fran the rookeries. Each female killed at sea represented in reality the 
loss of three seals; the female herself; the ?Ip she carried, as females were 
impregnated within days of giving birth; and the p.ip left on shore, since a 
female will only feed her own pup. The land harvest method limited the kill to 
bachelor seals, three or four year old ncn-breeding males. 

The Paris Tribunal of 1893 was the first in a series of international a:nferences • 
to prevent the extermination of the northern fur seal. In 1897 the United States 
outlawed pelagic sealing by U.S. citizens. In the sane year she hosted a joint 
conference in Washingtai, D.C. Russia and Japan accepted, but Great Britain 
declined to attend While agreeing to attend a Fur Seal Experts Conference held 
concurrently. In 1906 the probelm exploded when Japanese citizens were killed 
while poaching seals in the Pribilofs. (19) In this year of excesses, President 
Thecrlore Roosevelt threatened to purposely extenninate the herds if sane 
agreement could not be reached. But d.iplara.tic \IAleels turn slcwly: it .wasn't 
until May 5, 1911, that a quadrapartite conference became a reality. 

The North Pacific Sealing Convention of 1911, the result of the quadrapartite 
conference, was "a major victory for the conservation of natural resources, a 
signal triumph for d.iplara.cy, an:i a landmark in the history of international 
cooperaticn." (20) As a conservatioo measure, the Conventicxi prohibited pelagic 
sealing by citizens of the signatory nations, cx:mpensating their governments with 
a percentage of the land harvest. The Conventioo confinned the principle that 
the countries owning rookeries had the right to o:ntrol the land harvest. The 
Treaty was for fiteen years an:i 11 as lcxig thereafter as it sho.lld remain 
undenounced by one or nore signatories." (21) The Treaty actually rema.ined in 
effect, except for a period during World War II, until 1985 when it expired 
without rene"w'al. 

The Convention marked a new age in Arterican diplanacy. It was one of the 
earliest appeals to a head of state, foreshadcwing President Wcx:xlrc:w Wilsai's 
personal diplara.cy at the close of World War I. President William a. Taft broke • 
a conference deadlock by sending a personal appeal to the Emperor of Japan. ( 22) 
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The Convention was a larrlmark in the history of international ccx::>peraticn. The 
Treaty narrlated research. It created a Standing Scientific Ccmn.ittee which met a 
week before the Sealing Ccmnission in order to exchange data. Through 
ccx:>peration and shared research the 1:x::dy of kro,./ledge of the northern fur seal is 
the most ccraplete of all marine rramna.ls. It was, and still is, usa::l as a m:Jdel 
for other species of marine rnamnals. (23) Through its ma.rrlate for research and 
cooperation in the sciences, the Coovention not only stoai as a landnark in 
international conservation p:::>licy rraking, wt was instrurrental in increasing the 
world's bcxiy of k:nc:Mledge. 

The North Pacific Sealing Convention remained in effect until World War II. Fron 
1942 to 1957 the fur seals were protected by a provisional agreement between the 
United States and canada. In 1957 a new interim North Pacific Fur Seal 
Convention was C'Oncluded between Canada, Japan, the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, and the United States, which remained in effect until 1985 when it 
expired without renewal. For all practical purposes the ccmnercial sealing 
industry ended with the expiration of the treaty. Sealing is oo longer the 
primary concern oo. Saint Paul and Saint George Islands. Ccrrmunity leaders 01. 

both islands are 'Werking to establish a diversified econanic base. Developn:ent 
oo. Saint Paul Island includes the oil indusstry, tourism, and fisheries. saint 
George is constructing a l:x:>at harbor and marine repair facility at Za.padni, and 
Tanaq Corporation is involved in fisheries and a limited tourist irrlustry. The 
seals no longer central the islands as they did throughout the period qf 
significance. 

Ethnic Heritage 

The resident Aleut laborer was a cc:nstant element in the fur seal industry. 
Russian and American administrators alike i.np::>rted Aleuts fran the Aleutian Chain 
to these uninhabited islands for; the sole purpose of harvesting and processing 
the fur sea.ls. Attentive to the linguistic affiliation of the native peoples, 
Russian administrators m::lVed "Atka {central dialect) speakers to Medni Island ••• 
and in establishing the Pribilof ccmnunity they drew primarily upcn m:mibers of 
the Fox Island district (eastern dialect) forming dialect islolates." (24) 
Administrators determined the size of the ,POPJ.lation by the number of hunters and 
support staff needed to harvest the seals and selected village locations "because 
of proximity to the rookeries. 

During the Seccni Charter of the Russian American carpany, 1821-1842, the Caapany 
established pennanent villages ai Saint Paul and Saint George Islands. The 
Conpany supported a teacher and built a school house on ea.ch island. It assuned 
responsibility for the construction of churches ani hospitals in the colcny as 
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well. Beginning in 1861 the Ccrnpany administered the bwO islards separately. 

The Russian language and the Russian Orthodox Church became integral parts of 
Aleut life. Russian names were uniformly adopted, particularly with the rite of 
baptism. A high degree of a:::mnunity stability is indicated by the localization 
of family names am:::ng the three dialect isolates. Of 158 different Aleut family 
narres, 144 are uniquely localized. In other ~s, of 158 family names, 144 are 
not shared between the dialect isolates and 14 are shared. (25) 

In 1819 the first Russian Orthodox Church was built out of driftwt:lCXI. en Saint 
Paul when the population of the Pribilof Islands was 27 Russian males, 188 Aleut 
males, and 191 Aleut fen:ales. In 1824 the Pribilofs w<ere placed under the 
auspices of Bishop Veniaminoff, later canonized Saint Innocent. In 1825 the 
Canpany abandoned the Polovina site and nnved to the present City of Saint Paul, • 
as it was considered "best to load and unload ships". (26) A churd'l was erecte::l 
in the new village. In 1833 the Conpany built the first church oo Saint George 
Island. The Aleut people embraced Russian Orthodoxy as their own. Years later a 
u.s. Treasury Agent reported that there was a large church on Sa.int Paul, and a 
smaller crie en Saint George. The priest, formerly supported. by the Russian 
American canpany, beginning with the lease period and thereafter was supported by 
the "pious donations of the natives 11

• (27) 

The end of the Russian period marked the beginning of a process of 
Americanization. Ufal taking possessicn after the sale in 1867 and the winning 
of the lease in 1870, the Alaska Camercial Canpany, with the support of the 
Special Treasury Agent, destroyed barabaras en both islands, as they were 
considered unhealthy. The Ccmpany furnished rra.terial for above ground .American 
style frame houses lined with tar paper, painted, and furnished with a wocd stoVe 
a.rd outhouse. '1'le streets w<ere laid out with the "fo.m:la.tiais of habitations 
regularly plotted there on". In 1881 the .Agent reported the "last build.irg 
erected under Russia denclished11

• (28) 

In 1890 when the Alaska carmercial Ccmpany lost its lease to the North .American 
Ccrmlercial canpa.ny the Schedule of Property en Saint Paul and Saint George 
Islands filed by the Ccrnpany included on Saint Paul: one large dwelling house, 
one store building (retail), two village store buildings, one barn and stable, 
one old warehouse, {fishouse) one village salt. house, ooe cove salt house, one 
large nfi?W warehouse, one paint warehouse and. wharf, one physicians hare arrl 
dispensary, one schoolhouse and furniture, sixty-three native houses, one 
Northeast Point salt house, one Northeast Point Webster House, one salt house at. 
Half-way Point [Polovina], ooe ice house, arrl one chicken house. Reported en 
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Saint George: twenty-one native houses, one dwelling house, with furniture, 
h:>usehold effects, library, cne store b.lilding, one warehouse and shop, cca.l 
storehouse, a slat house at Zapadnie and dwelling. (29) 

Under the lease system the O::mp:my pa.id the Aleuts a piece rate, averaging amut 
40 or SO cents a skin during the 1890s, ec;rualling' al::o.rt three percent of the 
harvest. Beginning in 1894, Cc:n;ress ai;propriated $19,500 annually far all but. a 
year as a p::>verty reductioo measure. During the rroratorium, dictated ~ the 
Sealing Ccnvention of 1911, the Aleut people were left without a cash ina:me. 
Foreseeing the problem, the Conventioo also designated the United States 
Departrrent of Ccmnerc:e and its Bureau of Fisheries responsible for the welfare of 
the Aleut people. As a result, the Aleuts were pa.id in supplies fran the 
cpvernment store and in cca.l. Work classification determined the anount an 
irrlividual reo:!ived with fixed anounts set for dl.ildren, widows, teenagers, and 
the elderly. The cnly cash payrrents made to Aleuts were for lal:or en the Naval 
radio statien en Saint Paul as the seal in:lustty was t.'1-ie sole ecx::n::::>m.ic base for 
the islands. With the end of the ITOratorium and the econanic stimulus of World 
War I the seal harvest l::egan again in 1918, and Aleut lal:x>rers were paid wages, 
supplies, and services l:ased t.JtX>n their pce;i ti on in the harvest and prooessing. 

J!id.rninistrators, whether private or public, also \liere resi;::onsible for housirq and 
capital g:>ods en the islands. In this way, a::::nditions for the people and of the 
b.lildings that they 'lived and tNOrked in were dependent up:n the seal irxiustry. A 
1::x:x:xn in the industry was aca:mpanied by a b.lilding b:xm on l:oth is lands. In 1925 
the Special Agent rep:>rted concrete walls p:>ured for "white dwellings" en Saint 
George. (30) The following year these dwellings were lettered, and in 1939 
fences an:i cement sidewalks \liere wilt arourxi them. In 1927 the Agent rep:>rte::l 
"a new native village laid over top of the old village." Eadl. house was tom 
down and replaced in turn. In 1928 these hooses were numl:ered. COnstructioo of 
new rouses a::ntinued intennittently throughout the period of signi.fiamce. In 
1933 the Agent rei;::orted electricity installed in native h::>mes. 

There 1Nere many large b.lilding projects as well between 1926 and 1940: Old 
Government House torn do.vn; The Saint George Fo:>rhing· House l:uilt; a new ba.m, 
salt house; aca:ntredations for married employees; a garage; a warehouse at 
Zapadni in roth 1933 an:i 1938, a new sd1.ool, a watdihouse at Staraya Artil, a 
building for electrical f'C\'ler and cold storage, an extension to the garage, the 
nev; Saint George the Great Martyr Russian Orth:xlox Church, a b.mkhouse for 
r~tives, and a new Carmunity Hall tegun in 1940 but not o:::rrpleted until after 
World War II . 

The building b:om follo'!Ned mud1 the same pattern on Saint Paul Island. In 1928 
the Special Agent re,EXJrte::l ''Native houses numl::ered." In the follo.ving years he 
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reported intermittent constructioo of new native dwellings of poured a:mcrete. 
Between 1930 and. 1939, the Pqent reported a tuilding J::x:x:m: an extension to the 
blubberin; hOJSe, an electrical plant arxi cold storage tuildio;, new Goverrment 
House, the placerrent of sod aroun:l the dispensary arxi hcspital, sod and concrete 
sidewalks aroun::i the three white cottages, a b.l.nkhOJSe for sealin:j assistants, a 
garage, salt house extension, nine outside laundry rouses, new sdlool, new 
recreatioo hall, a watc::hhouse at Maroonitch, a road to East I...a:nd.io; and Reef 
Rookery, a road to Northeast Point arxi Zapadni. 

On June 3 ar:d 4, 1942, the Japanese l:::omt:ed Dutch Harl:or and Unalaska Islarxi in 
the Aleutian Chain. On June 7th Japanese landed on the Aleutian Islands of Kiska 
an::i Attu. on June 14 the Special Agent oo Saint Paul received orders to prepare 
to evacuate the entire pop.ilation of saint Paul Island within twenty-four hoors. 
The Navy renoved Saint P8.ul Aleuts to an abandoned cannery at Funter Bay ca 
Admiralty Island in Srutheast Alaska and. Saint George Aleuts to an old mine site 
across the ba.y frcrn the cannery. They remained there, except for a sealing crew • 
sent l:ack in 1943 and. individuals wh:> fcund \oiOrk in Southeast Alaska, for the 
duration. In the decade followin:J World War II the Pribilofs became a voting 
district, had sdleduled air service, a i::ost office, and Pribilof Aleuts joined 
the Alaska Native Brotherhcod. A sense of carmunity was enc:ouraged 1::¥ the new 
administrative system that ca.me with statehocd. Tl".e U .s. Fish and Wildlife 
Service retained a:>ntrol over the seals of the islands, tut not t.he lal:or force. 

T-re .i;::eople of the saint Paul and Saint George share a camon ancestry with the 
Aleutian Aleut people. Their heritage is Aleut, characterized cy a "fundamental 
a::mbination of self-sufficiency and co::>peration (that) has led to long tenn 
durability of Aleut corcm.mities, to many persistencies, and. to their ability to 
adapt to new and diffia.llt cirOlm:!lta.nces. 0 Village organization is Aleut, havio; 
made a "sm::>oth transitioo ftan the ''headman11 or head rren of pre-Russian times, 
through the system of First, Sec:cnd and. Third Chief practiced during Russian 
occupation, to the President, Via:-President and secretary-Treasurer of today." 
( 31) Their family narries and religion have Russian roots. Even tcday, religious 
services are still corrlucted in three lan;uages: Aleut, Russian, and Erw;lish. 
Their developing econany is international as diversification brings the oil and 
fishin:J irrlustries to the islands. 

The .i;::eople of saint George and Saint Paul share one dlaracteristic that sets them 
apart fran other Aleut people. The Pribilof Aleuts have had a rrn.lch shorter life 
expectancy. While "life expectancy during the RUssian pericd is, on the average 
greater than toth Aleutian and Pribilof Aleuts under American rule ..• Aleutian 
Aleuts living £ran 1867 to 1946 have, on average, enjoyed a greater life 
expectancy at all ages than the average for Pribilof Aleuts." wnile there is an • 
unusually high instance of infant rrortality arrong the Pribilof Aleuts, evidence . 
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sha.vs that "the magnitude of the difference is slightly reduced with increasing 
age, bJt always in sutstantial fa'10r of the Aleutian Aleut." (32) Researdt has 
detennined oo precise cause for this pheromenon, bJt does suggest that "the 
differences must te considered to reflect environmental conditions" rather than 
genetic differences. {33) 

The a::insistent elements throughout the pericd of significance are the daninance 
of the fur seal industry in is land life, the international concern for 
conservation of the herds , and the management of the Aleut people as a laoor 
force. All these elements persisted past mid-centu:ry despite the disruptions of 
World war II. While the Aleut fEOple \I/ere evaOJated to FUnter Bay for the 
duration, sealing teams were brought l:e.ck to the islands for the harvest. After 
the war, wt.en the Aleut fEOple were returned to the Pribilofs, life l:legan again 
in the sarne patterns. 

Historic conditions that governed the irxlustry -were rXJt changed b,y World war II . 
The change was a gradual process occasioned cy new international concerns al:x:ut 
the irrlustry, Alaska statehood, and T'lEM c:cnditions of island life. 

International concerns ab:Jut the sealirg irrlustry changed in the 19508 fran 
protecting the seals fran pelagic hunts to a a:::mn.itment to nod.em scientific 
research necessary to determine the effect of the seal herds en a::mnercial 
fisheries. In 1950, 'Mr. Th:m.r;:son fran the o:::mnittee an Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries explained that the purpc&e of the arnerrlment to the 1944 act of 
entitlement to the 1942 FUr Seal agreement was to appropriate funds in 'order to: 
exter:rl protection to other marine marrma.ls: exten:l government control to the by
products of the seal industry and the harvest of any other animal resources of 
the islands: and to provide for "the maintenance am care of the native 
inhabitants." This purpcse was -well within the spirit of the original 1911 
Convention. '!he 1957 multilateral Interim Conventioo en Conservatien of North 
Pacific F\J.r Seals was. a new departure. The objective of the new Convention was to 
sustain the herds at a level that allatJed the greatest harvest "with due regard 
to their relation to the prcductivity of other living marine resources of the 
area." Scientific research was the key element. By directive, the subject of 
research included the age, rrortality, migration routes, and the "extent to which 
the fc:od habits of fur seals affect corrrnercial fish catches and the damage fur 
seals inflict on fishing gear." Tre Convention established the North Pacific fur 
Seal car.mission to implement research arrl make recorrmendations for controls. This 
objective was not in the conservation and preservation spirit of the original 
1911 Conventicn, rather it was concerned with the effect of the seals on the 
corrrnercail fishing industry . 
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Elernent..s of d1an:]e in Alaska, a::upled with the inherent di.ange that occurs ~en a 
territory t:ea::mes a state, affected the administration of the isla.n:is and island 
life when Alaska stateixxxi c::ame in the 1950s. Section 6 {e) of the Alaska 
Statehood Act. of July 7, 1958 awarded the state of Alaska seventy percent of the 
net proc:Eeds of the Pribilof seal industry. '!he nE!'W' state legislature enjoined 
the federal g::>vernment, wro still controlled the harvest, to bring Aleut wages to 
the state minimum. In 1959 the federal c;pverment at:olished its fisheries office 
in Alaska. While the Aleut people remained the singular lal:Dr force for the 
industry, island life manged throughoot the 1950s as well. Islanders became 
active in the Alaska Native Brotherhcx::d and "10rked to alleviate their disparate 
a::indition. 'ttl.e people of Saint Paul and Saint George shared with the rest of 
Alaska the i:x:x:rn, and the d1anges that ceme with it, in the 1950s. Tl"eir 
relationship with the federal administrators changed as the Aleut people assumed 
rrore o:ntrol of their p::>litical and private lives. The Special Agent for the 
islands made r.is last en't.ry into his daily log in 1960. A unique era in American 
laror history came to an em. 

CRITERIA EXCEPTICN: 

Str..ict.ures b.lllt l:::etW"een 1942 and 1960 are deemed to have exr:::eptional 
sigruficance, although they are not all fifty years old. ~e sealing processes 
and social structure on the isla.n:is remained virtually und1anged fran the pre-war 
period, so that th~ functions and configurations of the ne..ier b.lildings, ~ether 
h:Jusing or a:::mnercial, were the same as in the 1920s-1930s. The Department of 
Interior even maintained the old pattern of constructing new b.iildings on the 
foundations of the old. The equipnent in the 1950s seal processing plant on Saint 
George refleC""....s the early methods of processing with its kendi tables, blubl:erirg 
racks, arxi the rare r~ brine tank. Although there is no single event or date 
to ma.rk the ter.rninus of the historic period, by 1960 the historic conditions no 
longer exclusively determine the course of the in:lus~ry or island life. 

NHL NAME: 

Saint George and Saint Paul Islan:ls have had many names. Seal Isla.n:is is. t.'1e ale 

na.rre that has been a::::msistently used fran the days t:efore discovery when tales 
were told arout mythical fog shrouded islands in the Bering Sea, through the 
American period on t:oth official docurrents and b:f such sp:>kesmen as Henry 
Elliott, to an Academy Award wi.·1r1ing Disney film in t..11e 1950s. Tl-e present 
desicr:.a~ion of ~..:.r seal Rcokeries is too narrcw to reflect. t..~e ridi history of 
t..~e i:-.dust.ry, ±e seals, and -::...11e people. Seal Islar.Cs is the rrost historic.ally 
::::cr~:5~en~ ar:d the r.ame which l:.es~ reflee'"-S ':I'.e di.arac::er of the National 

• 

Histocic Landr:-.ark. • 



• 

... 

""" l'Oll"ll 1 O.llOO-• 
GC2l 

United States Department of the Interior. 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 8 

Errlnotes 

01111 ~o. ~014-0011 

~~P•~•• l~-Jl-•1 

Page 24 b 

l . For an overview of Russian-.Arnerica see: JamE!S R. Git.son, I.rrperial 
Russia in Frootier America. (New York: oxford University Press, 1976) Hector 
O'evigny, Russian Pmerica: The Great Alaska Venture 1741-1867. (Oreg::m: Binford 
and Mort, 1979 • 

2. Henry Ward Elliott, o..ir Arctic Provinces: Alaska and the Seal Islands 
(New York: Olar les Ser itner ' s Sons, 1887 ) , p. 231. 

3. u. S. , Depart."T1Ent of Corrnerce and Lal:cr, Bureau of Fisheries , Report of 
the Ccrmiissioner of Fisheries for the Fiscal Year 1909 and Special Papers, p.5. 

4. Clarence c. Hulley, Alaska: Past a.rx:i Present (Portland, Oregon: Binfom 
and Mort, 1970), p.356 • 

5. Petr Alehsandri vi ch Tikhrtenev, A History of t..."1-te ~ssian l>imerican 
G::n1J?a,ny, trans. ed. Richard A. Pierce and Alton s. Donnelly (Seattle: University 
of Washington Press, 1978), p.153. 

6. Ibid. , p 397. 

7. Hulley, p. 397. 

8. Susan Hackley Jdmson, The Pribilof Islands : A Guide to Saint l?aul, 
Alaska (Saint Paul: Tana::igusix Coq:oration, 1978), pp. 14-15. 

9. u.s., Depa.rt..'i:lent of Carmerce, Bureau of Fisheries, Reoort of the United 
States Corrmissioner of Fisheries for the Fiscal Year 1922, p. 45. 

10. u.s., Department of Carmerce, Bureau of Fisheries, Report of the United 
States Cc:Jmri.ssioner of Fisheries for the Fiscal Year 1924, p. 111. 

11. U. 5. , Department of Carmerce, Bureau of Fisheries, Report of the United 
~ States OJrrrnissioner of Fisheries for the Fiscal Year 1930, p. xv. ,, 

•• • 
12. U.S. , Ce:part.ment of the Interior, Bureau of Fisheries, Report of the 

Uni~ed States CDrrrni.ssioner of Fisheries 1940, p. JOS. 

13. u.s., Cepa.rtment of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Fur Seals 
cf the Pribilof Islands, by Ralph c. Baker, Conservation in Action, No . 
12 (~;ash.::..::gt.on, D.C.: Goverrme'!:.n Printing Office, 1957, pp .. 18-19. 

14. Hulley, p. 398. 



0#1 ¥0. L014-00ll 
!~p1r•• l0-Jl•l7 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Pane Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 

15. Tikhmenev, p. 88. 

16. Ibid, p. 358. 

8 Page 25 

17. u.s. Fish a:mnission, Division of Statistics, Past and F\.tture of the rur 
Seal, by Jcseph Stanley-Bra.vn, Bulletin of the United States Fish Ccmnission, 
VOI:" XIII. for 1893 (Washington, o.c.: Government Printing Office. 1894), p. 362. 

18. Jchnson, pp. 14-15. 

19. r-Drgan Sherw::xxi, ·"Sea.l Poadri.ng in the North Pacific: Japanese Fa.ids ai 

the Pribilofs, 1906," Alaska History 1:1 (1984) : 45. 

20. Trana.s A. Bailey, "The North Pacific Sea.ling Convention of 1911," in 
Essays Diploma.tic and Undiplomatic of '!'taras A. Bailey, ed. Alexander Deconde and 
Ar.r:u.n PappafQrt. (New York: Appleton-Century-crofts, 1969) , p. 168. 

21. Ibid, p. 183. 

22. Ibid, p. 281. 

23. Im:erview with Reger Gentry, August 1985. 

24· Aleut Comnunity of Saint Paul Islam, Alaska, (New York: Clearwater 
Publishing Ccrnp:i.ny, Inc., 1976), p. 3. 

25· Ibid, p. S. 

26. Elliott, p. 231. 

21. For a a::mplete discussion of the :Russian-America Ccrnp:i.ny a.'1d the role of 
t:...11.e Russian Ort.'icxbx Church see: Svetlana Federovna, '!be Russian Populatic:n in 
Alaska and californ.ia, Late Eighteenth Century-1867 trans. ed. Richard A. Pierce 
and Alton s. D::lnnelly (Ontario: Limestone Press, 1973) Barbara s. Smith, Russian 
Orthcd:::>xy in Alaska: A History, Inventory, arrl Analysis of Church Archives in 
Alaska, wit.h a.'1 annot.at.eci bibliography (A.ndlorage, Alaska: Alaska Hi.st.on.cal 
ccrrrr~ssion, 1980). For a discussion of the condition oft.he Aleut fEOple in the 
American period see: Corothy Knee Jones, A Centucy of Servitude: Pribilof Aleuts 
Under u.s. Rule (Washin~on, D.C., Un.:.versi~y Press of Jl.mer1ca, 1980). 

• 

28. "St:ecial Rei:ar:s," Pribilof Islands Ccllection, UrJ.versity of Alaska, 
Fai=tar.ks, Alaska. • 



• 

• 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Parle Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 8 

Olfl lfo. l014•00ll 
8~plr•1 JO•JJ-11 

Page 26 

29. "Sdi.edule of Property on Saint Paul and Saint George Islan:is, " Pribilof 
Islarrls Collect.ion, University of Alaska, Fairtanks, Alaska. 

30. "Special Rep::irts," Pribilof Islands Collect.ion, university of Alaska, 
Fairbanks, Alaska. 

31. w.s. Laughlin, "Aleut CCmnunity Cchesiveness and Tribal Integrity," in 
Aleut Ccmnunity of Saint Paul Island, Alaska, (New York: Clearwater Publishi03 
Canpany, Inc., 1976), p. 7. 

32. "Life Expectancy and Survivorship anong the Pribilof Aleuts," in Aleut· 
Ccrrrnunity of Sa.int Paul Island, Alaska, (New York: Clearwater Pl.lblishing Conp.my, 
Inc., 1976, p. 105. 

33. Ibid, P• 112 • 



O#a No. lOl•-0011 
~rpir•• lO·Jl·l1 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Parle Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 9 

ITEM NO. 9. Major Bibliographical Reference 

Aleut Ccmnunity of Saint Paul Island, Alaska. New' York: 
Clearwater Publishing canpany, Inc., 1976. 

Bailey, Themas A. "North Pacific Sealing Conventic:n, 1911." 

Page 27 

In Essays Diplana.tic and Undiplanatic by Themas A. Bailey, i:p. 

168-187. F.clited by Alexander Deconde and Armin Rappaport. New York: 
.Afpleton-Century-Cro~s, 1969. 

Chevigny, Hector. Russian America: The Great Alaskan Venture, 1741-1867. 
Oregon: Binford and Mort, 1979. 

Elliott, Henry w. OUr Arctic Province: Alaska and the Seal Islands. New' York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1887. 

The Seal Islands of Alaska. Government Printing Office, 1881: reprint ed. , • 
Ontario: Limestone Press, 1976. 

Federova, Svetlana G. The Russian Popllatic:n in Alaska and California, Late 
Eighteenth Centw:y-1867. Trans. and ed. Richard A. Peirce and Alston 
s. Donnelly. Ontario: Limestc:ne Press, 1973. 

Gibson, James R. !mperial Russia in Ftaltier America. Nerw' York: 
Oxford University Press, 1976. 

Hrdlicka, Ales. The Aleutian and c.arma.nder Islands and Their Irihabitants. 
Philadelphia: Wister Institute of Ana.tony and Biology, 1945. 

Hulley, Clarence c. Alaska: Past and Present. Portland, Oregau Binford and 
Mort, 1970 

Hunt, William R. Arctic Passage: 'Ihe Turbulent History of the Lard and Pec:ple of 
the Bering Sea, 1697-1975. New' York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1975. 

Jdmson, Susan Hackley. The Pribilof Islands: A Guide to Sa.int Paul, Alaska. 
Saint Paul: Tanadgusix Corporatioo, 1978. 

Jones, r:brothy Knee. A Century of Servitude: Pribilof Aleuts Under U.S. Rule. 
Washingtc:n, o.c.: University Press of America, 1980. 

"Kratkaya tserkol:::lno-statechstucheskaya. opa.sanie svyata-georgievskoi, na sb. 
Georgia, tserkbi k eya praboclalilavo prehc:x:!a" (Brief statistical • 



owa ffo. 1014-0014 
£Kplre• lO-Jl-47 

• 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

•• 

• 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 9 Page 28 

account of the Saint George Orthcdox Parish on the Island of Saint 
George) Arnerikanskii (('avoslavn i vestni.k (Russian Orthooox llmerican 
Messenger III March 27, 1899, pp. 175-177. 

Makarovna, v. Russians on the Pacific. 1743-1799. Trans. and ed.. by Richard A. 
Pierce and Alton s. D:>nnelly, Ontario: L:i.m:;?stone Press, 1975. 
"Novy Krem na. ostray sv. Georgia" (New Church on Saint George Islarrl). 
Amerikanskii Pravoslavnyi vestnik (Russian Orthcdox American 
Messenger) XXXIL, July 1936, pp. 69-70. 

"Ostrob sv. Georgia" (Island of Saint George). 
l\merikanskii Pravoslavnyi vestnik (Russian Orthcdox llmerican 
Messenger) III, February 27, 1899, p. 127 • 

Sherwocrl, Morgan. "Seal Poaching in the North Pacific: Japanese Raids in the 
Pribilofs, 1906." Alaska History 1 (Fall 1984): 45-53. 

Smith, Barl:::a.ra s. Russian Orthodoxy in Alaska: A History, Inventory, and Analysis 
of the 01.urch Archives in Alaska, with an annotated bibliog:raphy. 
Anchorage, Alaska: Alaska Historical Camri.ssioo, 1980. 

State of Alaska, Depa.rtll:ent of Fish and Gane, Division of SUbsistence, "The 
Pribilof Island Aleuts: Tentative Players in a Hybrid Econc::rey" by 
Michael Orback and Beverly I:i::>lmes in Ccntemp:>rary Subsistence 
Ecor:cmies of Alaska by Steve J. Langdon. rd. 

State of Alaska, Depa.rtll:ent of Transp:>rtation and Public facilities, Division of 
Plannin;; and Programning. Pribilof Special Report of Federally OWned 
Facilities, Saint Paul and Saint George. Anchorage: Habitat North, 
Architects and Plarmers, March 1982. 

Tikhrrenev, Petr Alehsandrivich. A History of the Russian-.American CcmpanY• 
Translated and edited by Richard A. Pierce and Alt.oo s. Donnelly, 
Seattle: University of Washingtc:n Press, 1978. 

u.s. Arrrr:f, Narrative Report of Alaska Construction 1941-1944 by James D. Bushm 
Jr. , Lt. Colonel, CE. Chief of Operations, Construction Di vision, 
Engineer, Alaska Department, Prepared in accordance with rrerrorarrlum 
fran Headquarters Alaskan Defense Carman:i, 5 October 1943 • 

U.S. Department of Comterce and Lab::>r, Bureau of Fisheries, Annual Report of the 
United States Camtl.ssioner of Fisheries for the Fiscal Year 1909. 



Olfll Yo. l024-00U 
~zptr•• l0-Jl•l1 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 9 Page 29 

U.S. Department of Ccmnerce, Bureau of Fisheries, Annual Report of the United 
States Ccnrn.issioner of Fisheries for the Fiscal Year 1918-1939. 

U.S. Depa.rtirent of the Interior, Bureau of Fisheries, Annual Rep:?rt of the United 
States Connissioner of Fisheries 1940. 

U.S. Depa.rtnent of the Interior, Fish ar¥l Wildlife Service F\J.r Seals of the 
Pribilof Island.s 1:7.i' Rali:h C. Baker. Conservaticn in Act.icn, No. 12. 
Washington, o.c.: Government Printing Office, 1957. 

U.S. Navy. Maps. 21 Naval Constructicn Battalioo, Records, Unalaska, Office of 
Cormand Historian, Naval Construction Center, Pclrt Hueneire, 
California. 

Interviews 

Dixon, Greg. State of Alaska, Geological and. Geophysical Survey Division, 
Anchorage, July and. September 1985. 

Gentry, Roger. National Marine Fisheries Service, Pribilof Islands Program, St. 
George, August 1985. 

Hajny, Dick. Tour Guide, Saint Paul, August 1985. 

Kashevarof, Andronik. Deaccn, Saint George the Great Martyr Russian Orthodox 
Church, Saint George, August 1985. 

Merculieff, Anthony. Tanaq Corporation, Saint George, August 1985. 

Philerta10ff, Ren. IRA Tribal Council, Saint Paul, August 1985. 

Stepetin, I.evrenty. Holy Martyrs Saints Peter ar¥l Paul Russian Orthodox Church, 
Saint Paul, August 1985. 

• 

• 



• 
9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet • 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _6~, .;z.9...1..?.l.l.o ____ _ 

Quadrangle name Pribilof Islands, Alaska 
UTMReferences See Continuation Page 31 

AL.JI I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ .__I ""'-I .....--.1 ............. II.._ ............... _..__..._ ..... 
E L.i_J I I I I ..._I ............ _..._ .......... ........ 
G Li..J I I I I ..._I ............ _..._ ....... ....._. 

aw I I I 
Zone Easting 

ol.LJ I I 
F LU I I 
HLi_j I I 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 5 0 t 0 0 0 

Verbal boundary description and justification The boundaries of the Seal Islands National Histori< 
I...andmark District are shehm as the thick black line on acccr.rpanying Map 2: Saint George Isla 

and Map 4: Saint Paul Island and further described in Section 7. 
See Continuation Sheet 30. 

Ll•t •II •l•tes and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

~ _•ta_t_• ________________________ c_odtl __________ co_u_n_ty _______________________ c_odtl __________ __ 

11. Form Prepared By 
n•meftltte sapdra &'k:D=rnntt FaoJ k:ner 

organization National Pa.rk Service, Al a ska Region date 3/14/86 

street & number 2525 Gaml::lell Street telephone (907) 271-?632 

city or town Anchorage stat• Alaska 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The ev•lu•ted signlfic•nce of this property within the state .is: 

_ ru1tlonal -- state _local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer tor the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Ulw 89-
r 665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 

according to the crlteri• •nd procedures set forth by the Natlon•I P•l'tt Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

• For HI'S use only 
I ~ certify tNlt this property la Included In the National Register 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Item No. 4 

ITEM 4. CWNER OF PROPERI'Y: 

Nan:e: DE!partrrent of Camerce, National Marine Fisheries 
Washington, D. C. 

Tanadgusix Corporation 
St. Paul, Alaska 

Tanaq Corporation 
St. George, Alaska 

Alaska Diocese, Orthodox Church in Anerica 
.Box 728 
Kodiak, Alaska 

o~• No. lOl4-00ll 
Ezpir•• lO-Jl-11 

Page 1 

• 

• 



OMS .Yo. I024-00Jll 
E•plr•• l0-Jl•l7 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

• National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

• 

• 

Continuation sheet Item numbeI ITEM 00. 6 Page 2 

ITEM NO. 6. REPRF.SENTATIOO IN EXIST.Illi SURVEYS 

Title: 

[A] National Register of Historic Places 

(A] June 13, 1962 

[A] Federal Yes 

[A] Departmant of Interior, National Park Service; 
Washington, D. c. 

[B] Alaska Heritage Resources Survey 

[B] Date: 1966-1985 

[B [ State Yes 

[B [ State of Alaska 
Geological and Geophysical Survey Division 
3601 C Street 
8th Floor 
Anchorage, Alaska 99503 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number ITEM NO. 10. 

OOUNDARY JUSI'IFICATICN 

OMa ~o. l014-00ll 
t•plr«s JO-Jl-81 

Page 30 

The boundary includes the carmunities, rookeries with adjacent killing 
grounds, and old village sites that have historically been associated 
with the sealing industry, the conservation of the herds, and the Aleut 
people. Sections of the islands are excluded fran the District because 
they ~re not essential to the industry or developrent has destroyed 
visual integrity. 

• 

• 

• 



NPSForm10.91JO.a 01111 No. 1014-00U 
CWl2l irp1r•n lO-J!-17 

United States Department of the Interior 
• National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

• 

• 

Continuation sheet 

St. Paul Village: 
A-02/540510/6330270 
B-02/540300/6330920 
C-02/530820/6320480 
D-02/540280/6330500 

Northeast Point: 
A-02/550420/6340510 
B-02/540940/6330550 
C-02/540600/6340480 
D-02/550300/6340630 

St. George 
A-02/590260/6270410 
B-02/580620/6270350 
C-02/580530/6270440 
D-02/590160/6270500 

Item number 10 Page 31 



• 

• 

• 



'17<-

PRIBILOF ISLANDS 

5 0 5 10 

scale in miles 

G 

\. 

\\ BERING SEA 
rh!RIBILOF 

ISLANDS 

COMMANDORSKY 
ISLANDS 

""" ... 
J'.j} ... 

·' .. 
.J 

. . ... s 

' 
. f>1a.! ...,()_. • ~~Q 

ALEUTIAN \~"' 

NORTHEAST PT. 

WALRUS ISLAND , 

ST. PAUL ISLAND 

Q OTTER ISLAND 

... 
/t • 

0 200 
1.---1 

miles 

~ <(.. 

~ 
~\~ 

<(.. ~ 
s 

ST. GEORGE ISLAND 



• 

• 

• 



• SEAL ISLANDS NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 

• 

ST. GEORGE ISLAND 

\ 
N 

ST. GEORGE VILLAGE 

Q CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE 

0 NON-CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE 

ROADS 

SCALE: 1 •ncln ZOO fee1 

····E-> 
. --c 



• 

• 

• 



• • 
ST. GEORGE ISLAND 

ZAPAONI 

@ 

~ ::::::::-....._~ ~--------=~~ 
BERING S E A 

i 
N 

• 

CLIFFS 
ROOKERY 

~ NATIONAL HISTORIC 
LANDMARK BOUNDARY 

& ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE 

0 .5 -===-scale in nouli cal rrn les 



• 

• 

• 



':..t• 

ST. PAUL ISLAND 

\ BERING 

N 

@ 

e> 
~ 

c# ~ 
@J 

~ ~ 
¢) 

VILLAGE 

SEA 

LUKANIN ROOKERY 

WEST 

.'..K;:\'POLOVINA CLIFF 
· · .. .::Ju ROOKERY 

ROOKERY 

~ NATIONAL HISTORIC 
LANDMARK BOUNDARY 

• ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE 

0 .5 ·-----
scale in nautical miles 



• 

• 

• 



LANDS NATIONAL EAL IS 

• HISTORIC LANDMARK 

• 

PAUL ISLAND ST. 

t 
N 

VILLAGE COVE 

ZOOfl•i SCALE: I 1nc" a 

D 0 0 

0 0 .· 

0 0 g 
G ·• 

D '0 
D 

D O. O 
CJ 

D 0 
0 0 

0 
0 0 0. 

0 0 
0 0 

·o .. 

r! I 
)( 
~\ 

)\ I. 
I \ 

,·.. . \\ E~~OING 



• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

ADDITIONAL NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS 

Old Sitka 

American Flag Raising Site 

Fort Durham 

New Russia 

Bering Expedition Landing Site 

Three Saints Site 

Sitka Spruce Plantation 
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Old Sitka 

Old Sitka National ~istoric Landmark commemorates the first 
European settlement in the Alexander Archipelago and an 
incident in Russian-Native relations. In July of 1779, in order 
to check international trade competition, Alexander Baranov, 
Chief Manager of the Russian American Company, met with local 
Tlingit Chiefs to obtain cession of the site for a new post. Only 
a barabara was on the Starriagavin River site when the Russians 
constructed Redoubt St. Archangel Michael. It consisted of 
several log buildings surrounded by a fort wall when, in June of 
1802, a Tlingit attack destroyed the Redoubt. The Russians 
reestablished at Sitka and the site became known as Old Sitka. 
In 1934-1935 archeologists excavated a portion of the site, 
determined the locations of some Russian buildings and recovered 
many artifacts. Erosion and extensive construction activity has 
destroyed much of the area excavated. In 1966, the State built a 
wayside on the site. It is now operated as a unit of the Alaska 
State Park System open for year-round use . 

277 



• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

• • 

American Flag Raising Site 

American Flag Raising Site National Historic Landmark sits on a 
sixty-foot rock outcropping near the edge of Sitka harbor. On 
October 18, 1867, amid cheers, tears, and cannon salute, 
officials met to lower the Russian flag and raise the American at 
the flagstaff in front of Governor's House on castle Hill. Since 
1804 Russians had occupied the former Tlingit "knootlian" site 
where four principal houses were located. From its construction 
in 1837 until it burned in 1894, Governor's House remained the 
scene of government operations under both flags. In 1900 the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture constructed a building on site. After 
its demolition in 1955 the grassy site with Russian cannons 
displayed was maintained as a Territorial Park. On July 4, 1959, 
under the Constitutional proviso that design change to the 
American flag goes into effect on the 4th of July following 
ratification of the admission of a new state, the first official 
raising of the new flag occasioned by Alaska statehood took place 
at the American Flag Raising site. Today the site is maintained 
as a State Historic Site . 
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Fort Durham 

Fort Durham was one of three locations (the others were Fort 
Stikine at Wrangell and Fort Yukon at the confluence of the Yukon 

.. ·~and Porcupine rivers) established in Russian .America by the 
Hudson's Bay Company. As such, it represents the British role in 
the great struggle between England, the United states, and the 
Russian Empire for control of the North Pacific fur trade. Fort 
Durham was built under provisions of a lease negotiated between 
the Russian American Company and the Hudson's Bay Company. The 
lease gave the British firm control of a ten-mile wide strip of 
Russian Alaska from 54 degrees 40 minutes North to Cape Spencer 
on Cross Sound. Fort Durham was erected during June to August 
1840 about 25 miles south of the present day town of Juneau. The 
stockaded post served as a trading point for the Hudson's Bay 
Company until the spring of 1843. After that, the company 
abandoned the fort in favor of yearly visits to the area by its 
trading ship, Beaver. There are no surface remains at the Fort 
Durham site. Archaeological evidences of the trading post were 
discovered in 1975 . 
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New Russia 

New Russia, outside Yakutat, represents a pivotal incident in 
Russian-Tlingit relations. Russian fur traders established the 
site in 1796 as a link between the fur trading center of Kodiak 
to the north and the rapidly southward moving sea otter which 
they were pursuing to near extinction. The stockaded settlement 
developed into a fur-trading post, a small ship yard, and a port 
of call for vessels traveling from northern areas to the Russian 
post that was established at Sitka in 1799. Despite its value, 
New Russia created much misunderstanding between Tlingits and 
Russians. In 1805 the Natives, believing that the Russians had 
violated the terms under which they had been .allowed to build 
their outpost, attacked and burned the Russian stockade. As late 
as 1822, the Russian American Company was not able to conduct a 
census at Yakutat. Aside from intermittent geographers• visits, 
permanent foreign intrusions did not occur in the area until the 
late nineteenth century. There are no surface remains at the New 
Russia site, although artifacts have been recovered there over 
the years. Extensive archaeological testing was carried out 
there in 1978 . 
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Bering Expedition Landing Site 

The Bering Expedition Landing Site, located on Kayak Island about 
200 miles southeast of Anchorage, commemorates the scene of the 
first scientific investigation in northwestern North America. 
The expedition, under Captain-Commander Vitus Bering, culminated 
a series of Russian attempts to determine if the Asian and North 
American continents were joined. st. Peter, Bering's ship, 
reached Kayak Island on July 20, 1741 (Julian calendar) after a 
47-day voyage from from Avacha Bay on Siberia's Kamchataka 
Peninsula. Landings were made on Kayak Island and nearby Wingham 
Island. Georg Wilhelm Steller, the ship's surgeon and 
naturalist, landed on Kayak Island. He spent ten hours 
exploring, making collections, and recording his observations. 
These observations were preserved in his journal and later 
published. The approximate location of the landing site has been 
reconstructed from ship's logs and Steller's observations. No 
physical remains of the 1741 visit have been found on Kayak 
Island . 
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Three Saints Site 

Three Saints Site, located about 75 miles southwest of the City 
of Kodiak on Kodiak Island, was the location of one of the first 
permanent Russian settlements in North America. Fur trader 
Gregori! Shelikhov and his wife Natal'ia arrived there in August 
of 1784 with three ships. After fighting a sharp battle with 
Kodiak Natives, the Russians built a trading post that included 
several small houses and commercial buildings. By the•time 
Shelikhov returned to Siberia in May 1786, Three Saints had 
become the principal Russian settlement in North America. It 
remained so until about 1793 when the focus of Shelikhov's 
Alaskan operations moved to the site of the present day City of 
Kodiak. Three Saints was not abandoned, however. Later records 
refer to church construction in 1796, "warehouses full of furs" 
in 1800, and an extant settlement in 1803. It was listed as a 
populated point as late as 1867 when Russia transferred its 
Alaskan interests to United States jurisdiction. But Three 
Saints was deserted as Russian fur-trading company employees left 
after the 1867 transfer. It was not resettled by the Americans 
who came to Alaska, although a Native village remains in the 
vicinity. Archaeological investigations in 1962 found two 
cultural components at Three Saints. The first component was a 
rich prehistoric one that defined a significant phase of Eskimo 
prehistory. The second consists of remains of the trading post 
founded by the Russians in 1784. 
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Sitka Spruce Plantation 

The Sitka Spruce Plantation on the naturally treeless Aleutian 
Island of Amaknak is the oldest recorded afforestation project on 
the North American continent. The project reflects the Russian 
interest in developing the Aleutian Islands and making them, as 
well as all Russian America, more self-sufficient. In 1805 
Nikolai Rezanov ordered the shipment of seedlings from Sitka to 
Unalaska. By the time of Bishop veniaminov's visit in 1834, a 
grove of 24 trees survived on the island of Amaknek in Unalaska 
Bay. The plantation failed to supply the timber needed for the 
area, but six trees still stand as testimony to the experiment. 
The trees of up to 36 feet in height remain in a small city park 
maintained in the community of Dutch Harbor. Around the older 
trees are seedlings and young trees, a playground and a 
pond . 
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