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Foreword

We Americans are intrigued and inspired by the lives of our
Presidents, whom we elevate from our midst to the highest office in
the land. In this awesome position, which involves grave responsi-
bilities, the Chief Executives not only symbolize our national ideals
and goals, but also help shape our global destiny.

In reading of their experiences, we rejoice in their triumphs,
sympathize with their problems, warm to their personal joys, and
grieve over their sorrows.

This book, which emphasizes the sites and buildings associated
with the Presidents, provides a new and unique dimension in
understanding them and should further stimulate public interest in
their careers.

I heartily recommend this volume to all my fellow citizens.

CeciL D. ANDRUS
Secretary of the Interior



Preface

This book will increase public knowledge of the lives of our
Presidents. It will also guide citizens to visit the various Park
System areas and National Historic Landmarks that honor them.
These sites reflect the persistent efforts of historic preservationists
in all parts of the country.

Credit for the preparation of this book is shared widely by
persons both in and out of the National Park Service. The Service
appreciates the assistance of the many individuals and institutions
who contributed. The National Survey of Historic Sites and
Buildings, which is cosponsored by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, is authorized by the Historic Sites Act of 1935.

WiLLiaM J. WHALEN
Director
National Park Service
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Part One

The Presidents:
Historical Background



ONE of the principal instruments Americans have always
relied on to guide their destiny in an often precarious and troubled
world, the Presidency is a bulwark of the Republic. Through
turmoil and tragedy—world wars, a major civil conflict, depres-
sions and panics, riots and upheavals—to the many peaks of
national triumph and achievement, the 38 men who have occupied
the office have not only directed and stabilized the course of the
Nation, but also have exerted a major influence on global affairs.

The Presidents have ranged from strong and distinguished
individuals, sharply attuned to the times in which they served, to
average men who coped as best they could with the problems of
their eras. Some were rich, some were poor; some intellectuals,
some poorly educated; healthy and infirm; bold and vacillating;
outgoing and reserved; compromising and unyielding; revered and
scorned. Some seemed ideally suited for the position, some miscast;
some enjoyed personal happiness, some suffered tragedies. They
have been men of diverse talents, backgrounds, strengths, and
limitations.

Yet, facing solemn responsibilities, carrying heavy burdens, and
taking advantage of the opportunities history has presented, all the
Chief Executives have provided national leadership. As custodians
of the country’s trust, they have striven to represent the entire
populace, regardless of party or sectional differences. And, by his
own particular attitude toward the Presidency and the stamp of his
own character and personality, each one has contributed to its
stature and evolution.

SINCE the Founding Fathers created the office at the Constitution-
al Convention in 1787, it has evolved into one of the most awesome
in the world. In 1789, when the Constitution went into effect, the
Nation was a small, rural Republic of but 13 States nestled along
the eastern seaboard. Its inhabitants totaled only 4 million, and it

3



George Washington, who launched the Nation on its course to greatness, takes
his oath of office on the balcony of New York City's Federal Hall on April 30. 1789.

carried slight weight in international affairs. During the ensuing
span of time, it has grown into an urbanized, industrial country of
50 States extending as far westward as Alaska and Hawaii. The
population exceeds 215 million, and the Nation ranks as a leading
global power.

Paralleling that growth, especially in the 20th century, has been
a tremendous increase in the scope and influence of the Presidency.
This has occurred for a variety of reasons. To accomplish desired
national ends, some Chief Executives have vigorously exerted
powers that are implied but not stated in the Constitution. The
unique talents of certain Cabinet members and special assistants
and advisers have also strengthened the Presidency. Demands for
the Government to provide various public services have swelled the
executive branch. Then, too, the complexities and expansion of the
economy have brought about the creation of a number of major
regulatory agencies.

Pertinent also is the increased role of the Nation in international
affairs, particularly during the nuclear age, in which the Presi-
dent’s functions as commander in chief of the Armed Forces and as
chief diplomat give him exceptional power and visibility. Also
enhancing the strength of the office are all the tools of modern
technology.
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Presidential duties include representing the Nation on social and ceremonial
occasions. Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip of Great Britain greet President and
Mrs. Eisenhower on their arrival at the British Embassy.

UNTIL about the end of the 19th century, the Government was
relatively small and easy to administer. The Presidents received
little secretarial-clerical assistance, and many of them personally
drafted and even penned state papers in longhand. If special help
were required, a few clerks or specialists might be borrowed from
the various agencies and departments of the executive branch. For
advice, the incumbent relied mainly on his Cabinet and friends or
colleagues.

A few men guarded the Chief Executive, who did not begin to
receive any sort of Secret Service protection until after Abraham
Lincoln’s assassination in 1865, and he was quite accessible to the
public. His principal direct communication with the people was
through speechmaking tours of the country.

Political party mechanisms were simple. Campaigns required
relatively small amounts of funds; and State organizations,
supplemented by a few congressional managers, performed most of
the work. Some nominees, such as William McKinley, conducted
“front-porch” campaigns, during which the people came to the



Jet aircraft have greatly enhanced the mobility of our Chief Executives. President
Johnson confers with Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey (second from left) and
other advisers aboard Air Force One

candidate instead of vice versa.

Also, before 1828, from George Washington through John
Quincy Adams, Presidential campaigns in the modern sense were
not even conducted, and the Chief Executives were largely freed
from the need to be popular politicians as well as statesmen.
Congressional caucuses and State legislatures chose Presidential
candidates. For these reasons, early Chief Executives mainly
sought the approval of Congress and the legislatures rather than
that of the masses of the voters, who played only an indirect role.

By 1828, however, all the States but Delaware and South
Carolina had instituted popular selection of electors. Thus, in 1829
Jackson became the first President to be elected popularly in the
modern sense. He opened the White House to his backwoods
supporters and shared with them the political spoils of victory.
Further democratization occurred in 1832, when political parties
held their first national conventions to nominate candidates for
President.

Then, in 1840, the elections became even more popularly oriented.
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The Whigs appealed to the common man by portraying their
candidate, William Henry Harrison, as a national hero who had
lived in a log cabin. The use of campaign slogans and songs, as
well as torchlight parades, brought far more voters to the polls than
in earlier elections. For this reason, political parties subsequently
began to choose their nominees in part for their popular image.

SINCE the beginning of the 20th century, the President’s political,
military, diplomatic, and economic powers have expanded im-
mensely. At the same time, the size of the executive branch has
mushroomed. The complexities of the office—especially in the era

Public appearances. though they sometimes burden the Secret Service, provide
the principal opportunity for Chief Executives to maintain their contact with the
people. President and Mrs. Coolidge arrive to dedicate Wicker Memorial Park,
Hammond, Indiana, on Flag Day, June 14, 1927.




HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

of electronic communication—require an array of special advisers.
Television and radio, as well as extensive coverage in newspapers
and periodicals, almost instantaneously bring the President’s
latest acts and opinions to the attention of the world. Jet aircraft
allow him to fly speedily to any part of the globe. Since 1901, when
William McKinley was assassinated, the Secret Service has
progressively tightened its vigilance in protecting the President. As
a result, he is less accessible to the public than in earlier decades.

Campaigning is hectic and exhausting. Even before the blossom-
ing of the jet age, Harry S Truman, traveling more than 31,000
miles on a “whistle-stop” campaign in 1948, delivered 356 speeches
during a 35-day period. The funds required, especially because of
television costs, have soared into the millions of dollars. The
diversity and ever-changing nature of the electorate dictate huge
and specialized campaign staffs.

Party machinery and organization are intricate. Scheduling
demands the careful allocation of the candidate’s time in relation to
speech and other appearances, transportation arrangements, and
press coverage. Coordination of national, regional, and local efforts
requires special skill. The standard, set speech is no longer as
acceptable; increased platform and media exposure requires fresh
and varied approaches.

Until the turn of the 20th century, Presidential administration was relatively simple
President McKinley (1897-1901) dictates to his secretary. John A. Porter
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Presidential election campaigns are the lifeblood of our political processes. An
1848 Whig banner.



President Truman beginning his 1948 “whistle-stop” campaign at Washington's
Union Station. With him are his Vice-Presidential running mate. Alben W. Barkley.
and his daughter, Margaret.

TODAY, the President bears many responsibilities, some of which
have gradually evolved over the years. In one elective office he
combines a panoply of roles that in parliamentary countries are
shared by a monarch or largely ceremonial head of state and a
prime minister or premier.

As Chief Executive, the President supervises one of the largest
administrative complexes in the world, the executive branch of the
U.S. Government. This involves continual awareness of the
activities of the legislative and judicial branches, with which he
participates in the checks and balances system established by the
Constitution. As commander in chief of the Armed Services,
representing the supremacy of civil over military authority in the
United States, he exercises awesome power, particularly in times of
war or national emergency.



12 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

O WITH ROOSEVEL

LIKE IKE

;
G i
i
\

-

The spirited partisanship that prevails during Presidential campaigns even
stimulates the writing of songs. Here are two. from 1936 (Franklin D. Roosevelt)
and 1952 (Dwight D. Eisenhower).

During the 1960 campaign. Senator John F. Kennedy (left) and Vice President
Richard Nixon (right) answer questions from a panel of newsmen during a series
of televised “"debates”—a historic first. These were more like press conferences
than actual debates.
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As chief diplomat, the President helps formulate and executes
foreign policy, appoints and supervises a huge diplomatic corps,
negotiates treaties with other nations, administers foreign aid,
officially receives world rulers and dignitaries, attends interna-
tional meetings and peace conferences, and as a good will
ambassador of the United States visits various foreign countries.
Especially since the beginning of the 20th century, as one
international crisis after another has risen, he has become the
prime defender of democracy at home and abroad.

The President also enjoys the somewhat contradictory distinc-
tion of being the leader of his party and at the same time bipartisan
spokesman for the American people as a whole. In addition, he
makes recommendations to Congress concerning legislation, seeks
to maintain a stable and prosperous economy, assures domestic
tranquillity, and provides relief during disasters. Finally, as chief
of state, he participates in a wide range of ceremonial activities.

WHEN George Washington took his oath of office at New York’s
City Hall in 1789, he became the political equal of kings, emperors,
and czars. Yet, though always an aristocrat, he chose to shun the
exalted status and arbitrary power such monarchs enjoyed. If he
had not accepted the position, had faltered in his leadership, or had
soon died, our gamble in constitutional Government might have
failed. Yet, devoted as he was to the principles of republican
Government and fully aware of his precedent-making capabilities
as the first President, during his two terms he sharply defined the
office that the Constitution had only broadly delineated.

At the same time, Washington smoothly launched the new
Republic—plagued by internal jealousies, economically unstable,
and endangered by the rivalries of far more powerful nations—on
its uncharted quest for a workable Government of the people. In
the process, he helped formulate the national structure that the
Constitution had created.

Providing what the Articles of Confederation lacked, a strong
Executive independent of the Legislature but integrated into the
constitutional structure, Washington asserted authority in fields
where the Constitution did not specify whether the Congress or
the President was to act. Yet he respected Congress and main-
tained amicable relations with it.

Washington’s immediate successors John Adams, Thomas

13
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Jefferson, James Madison, James Monroe, and John Quincy
Adams further shaped the Presidency and the national political
system. Just as important, they steered the Nation through its
early, crisis-ridden years on the course Washington had set and
perpetuated the Union—though they were unable to avoid the
foreign entanglements he had feared. During Madison’s adminis-
tration, the War of 1812 with Britain broke out.

Although that conflict ended in more of a stalemate than a
victory, the national effort involved and the reaffirmation of
independence that resulted created an upsurge in nationalism.
Democracy also flowered, except for those blacks who were victims
of the slavery system and certain other groups. The population
tripled. Millions of pioneers surmounted the Appalachian barrier
and pushed the frontier to the Mississippi and beyond—doubling
the national bounds. From an alliance of 13 virtually autonomous
States during the War for Independence, the Nation melded into a
strong Federal Union of 24 States.

The Presidents from Andrew J ackson through James Buchanan
faced fundamentally different problems. As the country matured
and mastered obstacle after obstacle—internal political strife,
international crises, and war—it gained in strength and confi-
dence. But sectionalistic debate persisted over the character of the
Union and over whether sovereignty resided in the States or in the
National Government. This debate was central to the slavery issue,

- !
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Early turnpikes, predecessors of modern expressways, linked the Nation. Scene

in 1827 at the Fairview Inn, near Baltimore along the Frederick Pike, which ran
from Baltimore to Cumberland.
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Five major political protagonists. two of whom were to ascend to the Presidency,
attend a reception. Secretary of State John Quincy Adams (right) held it for
Senator and former General Andrew Jackson (middle) on January 8, 1824. the
anniversary of the Battle of New Orleans. Also pictured are (left to right) John C.
Calhoun. Daniel Webster. and Henry Clay (between Jackson and Adams).
President Monroe did not attend.
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over which the North and South clashed bitterly—the most
persistent and critical problem posed to the Chief Executives of the
era. Particularly explosive was the question of whether western
areas should be admitted to the Union as free or slave States.

An interrelated phenomenon was the continuing westward surge
of the Nation—at the expense of the Indians, who were shoved
aside. Ten new States in the South and West joined the Union.
Reflecting the new trend, Jackson was the first westerner to occupy
the White House, and three others who served in the period were all
elected from the same region: William Henry Harrison, James K.
Polk, and Zachary Taylor.

Polk, who won office by advocating sweeping expansion, realized
by war and diplomacy the American dream of pushing the national
boundaries to the Pacific. Other Presidents grappled with western
problems and their ramifications. The question of Texas plagued
Martin Van Buren and John Tyler. Besetting Zachary Taylor and
Millard Fillmore were the Territorial quarrels that erupted in the
wake of the Mexican War. Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan
were hard put to quell the turmoil in “bleeding Kansas.”

Elsewhere, too, no permanent or peaceful solution to the slavery
question could be found. Finally, after Lincoln’s inauguration, the
Nation fell into fratricide. Lincoln led the North through the Civil
War and preserved the Union. Upon his assassination, Andrew
Johnson felt the first brunt of the long acrimony that was to be
engendered by Reconstruction—the difficult task of attempting to
heal the rift between the North and South as well as to restore the
Union on terms equable to the defeated South and the black people.

The Presidents from Grant to McKinley, supported by Supreme
Court decisions, gradually restored relative amity between the
North and the white South, but at the expense of equality for
blacks. These Chief Executives presided over other profound
changes in the Nation, which by the end of McKinley’s term had
grown to 45 States. An industrial revolution, stirring in the North
before the Civil War, created a massive industrial complex and
transformed living patterns. Also helping to reshape the country
were inventors such as Alexander Graham Bell, Thomas A.
Edison, and Henry Ford, as well as industrialists like Andrew
Carnegie and John D. Rockefeller.

Seeking economic opportunities, millions of immigrants came to
America; and millions left rural areas for the cities. The standard



The Civil War. which tragically pitted the North against the South. scarred the
national consciousness. Portrayed here is the Battle of the Crater (1864)
Petersburg. Virginia.

Lincoln and key military advisers discuss the prospects for peace in February
1865 at City Point, Virginia, aboard the River Queen. which had carried the
President down the Potomac from Washington and up the James. Left to right
Gens. William T. Sherman and Ulysses S. Grant, Lincoln, and Adm. David D
Porter.
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The economy of the South recovered slowly after the Civil War, though Atlanta, a
railroad center, pictured here about 1887, boomed.

Mechanization of agriculture not only multiplied food output but also sped the
growth of industrial technology. Steam thresher at work.
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From the Nation's beginnings. immigrants have enriched our way of life. Arrival at
Ellis Island, New York, about 1900.

of living rose, but such problems as child labor, inadequate
industrial safety, absence of workmen’s compensation laws, and
substandard wages became rampant. In time, labor was to
organize unions to correct these evils.

Settlers continued to pour into the West, driving back the Indians
and destroying their way of life. The region boomed, however, and
many prospectors, cattlemen, and wheat farmers enjoyed bonan-
zas. Many others, though, found disillusionment. Rail networks
crept across the continent to the Pacific and further bound the
Nation together.

In 1898 the United States triumphed in the Spanish-American
War, asserted its will in Cuba, and annexed other erstwhile
Spanish possessions in the Philippines, Guam, and Puerto Rico.
This represented a foray into imperialism that continued well into
the 20th century, when the country became an industrial colossus
and major world power. In 1912 the last two of the contiguous 48
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States came into the Union, and in 1959 they were to be joined by
the two detached ones.

During the first two decades of the century, “progressive”
Presidents Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and Wood-
row Wilson strove at home to reform the American way of life
within the framework of the free enterprise system. Their aims
included major improvements in political democracy, economic-
social justice, restraint of corporations, and conservation of natural
resources. The means were vigorous Government action and a
scientific approach to social problems. Abroad, the progressives
aimed for a more powerful role in world order. At the same time, as
Wilson phrased it, they sought to make the world “safe for
democracy’—a goal World War I did not attain.

Meantime, earlier in the century, the automobile and airplane
had come into widespread use. These two new modes of transporta-
tion, along with an ascendant technology, were to revolutionize the
entire American socioeconomic system. Mass production of
automobiles would put the Nation on wheels. The growth of air
transport would further integrate it and tie it closer to other peoples
of the world.

Meanwhile, after the domestic prosperity of the 1920’s, the Great
Depression had struck. President Herbert Hoover, who advocated
only enough Government intervention in the affairs of the citizenry
to insure the free working of the economy, at first sought solutions
in voluntary cooperation rather than compulsory Government
actions. Although he eventually proposed legislation to counter the
economic decline, most people favored more drastic measures and
in 1932 they elected Franklin D. Roosevelt. Expanding the powers
of the Federal Government, he took substantive steps to help pull
the Nation out of the depression.

At the same time, however, the worldwide economic distress was
helping bring into power Adolf Hitler and other aggressors, who
fomented World War II. The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in
December 1941 brought the United States into the global conflict.
Before Germany was crushed in May 1945, it proved to be
incredibly costly in terms of lives and resources. Some 3 months
later, America used the devastating force of the atomic bomb to
induce the surrender of Japan. To foster collective security and
prevent the recurrence of world war, in 1945 the United Nations
was founded.



Outgoing President William Howard Taft greets his successor, Woodrow Wilson,
just before his inauguration on March 4, 1913.

One Chief Executive and a future one during World War Il. President Roosevelt
and General Eisenhower at Castelvetrano, Sicily, in December 1943. Gen.
George S. Patton is at the far left.
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U.S. industrial prowess Is recognized worldwide. Molten steel flows from an open-
hearth furnace.
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Nevertheless, subsequent developments, including the “Cold
War,” the Korean and Viet-Nam conflicts, and the proliferation of
nuclear weaponry, led to a long period of international tension.
Principally for this reason, the Presidents who served in the middle
decades of the 20th century—Harry S Truman through Jimmy
Carter—have borne crushing responsibilities. Their principal tasks
have been to maintain the peace in a turbulent world and to foster
domestic stability and prosperity.

For the latter purpose, these leaders have utilized the resources of
the Federal Government to prevent recessions from turning into
depressions and to restrain the inflation that resulted from three
decades of unprecedented prosperity—as the Nation advanced into
an unparalleled era of industrial-scientific-technological activity
spurred by the taming of the atom and initiation of the space
program.
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National growth has been synonymous with urban growth. New York City skyline
from the roof of Rockefeller Center.



A rare photograph showing President Kennedy and two of the three ex-Presidents
then living, Truman and Eisenhower. They were attending funeral ceremonies in
1961 at Bonham, Texas, for former House Speaker Samuel Rayburn. Hoover was
not present.

Not all citizens shared in this prosperity, nor enjoyed all the
benefits of our society. During a series of urban riots in the late
1960’s and in other ways, black people vented their rage at the
social and economic discrimination that have been inflicted on
them. Indians, other minorities, and women expressed similar
complaints. Recognizing their validity, the Government and
private industry undertook comprehensive programs that were
intended to alleviate injustices.

The Chief Executives from Truman through Carter have also
marshaled the economic capabilities and armed power of the
Nation to aid poor and threatened countries or to contribute to the
progress of mankind and the pursuit of world peace. Harry S
Truman fostered the Marshall Plan to rehabilitate the European
economy, stricken by World War II. Dwight D. Eisenhower pro-
posed his Atoms for Peace program to the United Nations. In 1961
John F. Kennedy established a national goal of landing a man
on the moon within the decade, which was achieved in 1969. Both
he and Lyndon B. Johnson furthered international cooperation.



During recent decades, the influence of black people in American political life has
broadened significantly. Presidential aspirant Carter views his endorsement in the
Baltimore Afro-American with Executive Editor Moses J. Newson.

Richard Nixon pursued détente with the Soviet Union and the
People’s Republic of China; and ended U.S. participation in the
long Viet-Nam War, which had been opposed by a large segment of
the American people. Coming to office in 1974 after Nixon resigned
because of the “Watergate Affair,” Gerald R. Ford took over the
critical responsibility of maintaining global leadership and
advancing the cause of peace, as well as restoring confidence in
Government. Among Jimmy Carter’'s domestic goals were the
furthering of social justice, restoration of economic vigor, and
reorganization of the Government. Abroad, he planned new
initiatives toward disarmament and international cooperation.

As the country entered the last quarter of the 20th century, it
looked back on two centuries of progress and girded itself for the
challenges of the future. As always, the Presidents will direct their
solution and help fulfill the Nation’s destiny.
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Manned lunar exploration, which began with the first landing by Apollo 11in 1969,
marked a new epoch in world history. Here, James B. Irwin, on the fourth landing
(Apollo 15) in 1971, salutes the flag. The lunar module is on the left. and the
lunar rover on the right.

ALL the occupants of the White House, despite their accomplish-
ments, have faced multitudinous problems. How well they have
solved them and how successful their administrations were has
depended to a considerable degree on their characters and talents,
as well as their ability to gain public support for their goals and
programs.

What sort of men were the Presidents, collectively and individu-
ally? What has motivated them? How have their background,
education, qualifications, and experience differed from or been
similar to those of other men? How did they rise to such an exalted
position?



Part Two

The Presidents:
Biographical Sketches



DIVERSITY is the keynote to the 38 Presidents as a group. In
physical appearance, temperament, place of birth, family back-
ground, role in national life, status of health, political affiliation,
the nature and success of their administrations, popular reaction of
their times and posterity toward them, and pursuits in later life,
they demonstrate exceptional heterogeneity. Yet, in numerous
respects, they exhibit similarities.

Among these is ethnic origin. All the Presidents have been of
Northern European extraction and the preponderant number of
British origins. English bloodlines predominate, followed by
Scotch and Scotch-Irish. Both of Kennedy’s parents were of Irish
background. Although several Chief Executives carried traces of
Continental European ancestry, the only ones directly descended
from that area were Van Buren and the two Roosevelts, whose
names reflect their Dutch forebears; and Hoover and Eisenhower,
both of Swiss-German lineage. Most of the parents of the
Presidents and their families have spent several generations in the
United States; only a handful of Chief Executives, who by law are
required to be American born, were the children of one or both
immigrant parents.

A second area of resemblance is in occupation, where public
service and the law rank high. Except for Taylor, Grant, and
Eisenhower, who had been Army generals and whose earlier
careers were essentially apolitical, practically all the Presidents
played extensive roles in public life—Federal, State, and local,
appointive and elective. The range is considerable, however.
Buchanan, for example, enjoyed almost four decades of experience
in State and Federal posts, including the diplomatic corps.

On the other hand, the only earlier elective office Arthur ever held
was as Vice President. Lincoln’s experience consisted only of four
terms in the State legislature and a single term in the U.S. House of

29
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Theodore (left) and Franklin D. (right) Roosevelt while they were serving as
Assistant Secretaries of the Navy
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Representatives. Hoover, along with Taylor, Grant, and Eisenhow-
er, never ran for any kind of public office prior to his Presidential
nomination, though he had served as Secretary of Commerce, as
World War I Food Administrator, and on various national and
international relief commissions.

Thirteen Chief Executives (John Adams, Jefferson, Van Buren,
Tyler, Fillmore, Andrew Johnson, Arthur, Theodore Roosevelt,
Coolidge, Truman, Lyndon B. Johnson, Nixon, and Ford) had
served as Vice Presidents. Nine were Cabinet members, Monroe
holding two posts: six secretaries of State (Jefferson, Madison,
Monroe, John Quincy Adams, Van Buren, and Buchanan); three
Secretaries of War (Monroe, Grant, and Taft); and one Secretary of
Commerce (Hoover). Other Presidents also held various sub-
Cabinet posts and lesser U.S. Government positions.

Seven served as Ambassadors or Ministers: both Adamses,
Jefferson, Monroe, Van Buren, Harrison, and Buchanan—all
before the Civil War. Taft held the position of Governor General of
the Philippines; and, after his Presidency, the Chief Justiceship of
the United States, the only President who ever held a seat on the
Supreme Court.

Except for 12, the rest enjoyed congressional experience, all
before their incumbencies except for John Quincy Adams who held
a seat in the House of Representatives afterward, as did also
Andrew Johnson in the Senate. The first five Presidents had served
in the Continental Congress. The last two of these, Madison and
Monroe, also sat in Congress, the former in the House and the latter
in the Senate.

Ten served in both Houses (John Quincy Adams, Jackson,
William Henry Harrison, Tyler, Pierce, Buchanan, Andrew
Johnson, Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Nixon); five in the
Senate only (Monroe, Van Buren, Benjamin Harrison, Harding,
and Truman); and eight in the House (Madison, Polk, Fillmore,
Lincoln, Hayes, Garfield, McKinley, and Ford).

Polk was the only Speaker of the House to become Chief
Executive. Tyler held the office of President pro tem of the Senate
for one session. Lyndon B. Johnson served as both Minority and
Majority Leader of the Senate. Garfield and Ford were House
Minority Leaders. Garfield was the only Chief Executive elected
while serving as a Member of the House, though he was also a
Senator-elect. Ford was appointed as Vice President while in the
House, and then assumed the Presidency upon Nixon’s resigna-
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tion. Harding and Kennedy were elected while sitting in the Senate.

Sixteen individuals had earlier served as Governors of States or
Territories: Jefferson, Monroe, J ackson, William Henry Harrison,
Van Buren, Tyler, Polk, Andrew Johnson, Hayes, Cleveland,
McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, Wilson, Coolidge, Franklin D.
Roosevelt, and Carter. Four were Governors when they became
President (Hayes, Cleveland, Wilson, and Franklin D. Roosevelt),
and McKinley had left office earlier in the year that he ran for the
Presidency.

Many White House occupants also served in State legislatures or
held such State posts as attorney general, Lieutenant Governor,
and comptroller, as well as various county and city positions.
Despite the prominence of large cities in U.S. history, only one
mayor of a major city (Buffalo), Cleveland, ever occupied the
highest office in the land.

More than two-thirds of the Presidents received training in the
law, many in the days before formal school training when they
“read the law.” Most of the overall group were admitted to the bar.
Some curtailed or abandoned law practice during long periods in
public office and never returned to it actively. Wilson, for one,
stopped practicing after a short time, to begin graduate studies in
political science.

Several men, including Van Buren, Hayes, Cleveland, Benjamin
Harrison, McKinley, Taft, and Coolidge, worked as county or city
prosecuting attorneys or solicitors before they entered the main-
stream of political life. Jackson held the position of attorney
general of the Western District of North Carolina (present
Tennessee), as well as justice of the Tennessee superior court. Taft
also sat on a superior court, in Ohio, and was a Federal circuit
judge.

A number of individuals were once elementary or secondary
teachers: John Adams, Jackson, Fillmore, Pierce, Garfield, Arthur,
Cleveland (at a school for the deaf), McKinley, Harding, and
Lyndon B. Johnson. Arthur and Johnson also served as principals.
Of the group, Garfield moved on to college teaching, the one-time
principal occupation of John Quincy Adams, Taft, and Wilson.
Garfield, Wilson, and Eisenhower, respectively, served as presi-
dents of Western Reserve Eclectic Institute (later Hiram College)
and Princeton and Columbia Universities. Taft was dean of the
Cincinnati Law School.

Several Presidents were, by principal occupation, farm or
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Coolidge as a young lawyer. He was one
of the large number of Chief Executives
who were trained in that profession.

Lyndon B. Johnson poses in 1928 with grade-school students at Cotulla, Texas.
where he was both principal and teacher.

——
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plantation owners or managers, and those who engaged in other
professions sometimes pursued agriculture as an avocation.
Theodore Roosevelt, for example, though from an urban back-
ground, operated ranches in North Dakota. Other Chief Executives
purchased or inherited family farms or estates.

Other occupations include mining engineer (Hoover), tailor
(Andrew Johnson), and newspaper editor (Harding). A considera-
ble number of Chief Executives were professional or semiprofes-
sional soldiers. None were doctors or ministers, though William
Henry Harrison studied medicine for a while; and John Adams and
Madison, theology.

During the course of their careers, numerous Presidents followed
humble occupations and knew disappointment and failure.
Fillmore worked as a wool carder. Grant, as a young officer
unhappy with military service, resigned and worked as a clerk and
real-estate agent, but he was unsuccessful in these fields as well as
farming. Truman failed in the haberdashery business, as did
Lincoln in storekeeping. A number of others at some point in their
lives, particularly during their early years, were forced to work at
menial jobs.

Another general similarity among the Presidents is that, despite
the modest origins of many of them, a great number were either
wealthy or well-to-do as they neared the ends of their lives. Hoover
and Lyndon B. Johnson were self-made millionaires; Franklin D.
Roosevelt and Kennedy, by inheritance. Others who enjoyed
considerable wealth include Washington, Van Buren, Tyler, Polk,
Taylor, Fillmore, Arthur, Benjamin Harrison, Theodore Roosevelt,
Taft, Wilson, Harding, Coolidge, Truman, Eisenhower, and Nixon.
On the other hand, Jefferson died in debt and Madison and Monroe
ended their lives in genteel poverty, though all three had always
lived in comfortable circumstances. A few others also enjoyed no
more than modest wealth. At one point in his life, McKinley barely
avoided bankruptcy.

Most Chief Executives have been well educated. The contrasts
are marked, however. Lincoln enjoyed only a few months of low-
level formal education, whereas Wilson earned his Doctor of
Philosophy (Ph. D.) degree, the only Chief Executive to do so.
Although historically speaking relatively few Americans have ever
enjoyed the privilege of a college education, 27, or just over two-
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thirds, of the Presidents were graduates, and two others attended
higher-level institutions but did not win a degree. Of the 27, at least
half won honors or other academic distinction.

Five have been graduates of Harvard (the two Adamses, two
Roosevelts, and Kennedy); two of the College of William and Mary
(Jefferson and Tyler); two of Princeton (College of New Jersey)
(Madison and Wilson); two of the U.S. Military Academy (Grant
and Kisenhower); and 14 of other schools (Polk, University of
North Carolina; Pierce, Bowdoin College; Buchanan, Dickinson
College; Hayes, Kenyon College; Garfield, Williams College;
Arthur, Union College; Benjamin Harrison, Miami[Ohio] Univer-
sity; Taft, Yale University; Harding, Ohio Central College;
Coolidge, Amherst College; Hoover, Stanford University; Lyndon
B. Johnson, Southwest Texas State Teachers College; Nixon,
Whittier College; Ford, University of Michigan; and Carter, U.S.
Naval Academy). A few of these individuals also studied at other
colleges or universities on a preparatory or temporary basis.

Those attending college but not graduating were: Monroe
(College of William and Mary), William Henry Harrison
(Hampden-Sydney College), and McKinley (Allegheny College).
The following nine men did not attend at all: Washington,
Jackson, Van Buren, Taylor, Fillmore, Lincoln, Andrew Johnson,
Cleveland, and Truman.

Wilson earned his Ph. D. in political science at Johns Hopkins.
Except for John Adams, who received an M.A. from Harvard, no
President ever was awarded one, though many of them won
honorary degrees. Two undertook university-level study abroad,
both briefly: John Quincy Adams at Holland’s University of
Leyden, and Kennedy at the London School of Economics.
Madison accomplished a year of additional study at the College of
New Jersey (now Princeton) following his graduation, as did also
Franklin D. Roosevelt at Harvard.

Many Chief Executives undertook specialized professional
training, particularly in the law. Graduates of law schools were
Hayes (Harvard University), Taft (Cincinnati Law School), Wilson
(University of Virginia), Nixon (Duke University), and Ford (Yale
University). Those who attended schools but did not obtain degrees
were McKinley (Albany Law School), both Roosevelts (Columbia
University), Truman (Kansas City Law School), and Lyndon B.
Johnson (Georgetown University).
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The following read law in the days before formal training was
available or commonplace: both Adamses, Jefferson, Madison,
Monroe, Jackson, Van Buren, Tyler, Polk, Fillmore, Pierce,
Buchanan, Lincoln, Garfield, Arthur, Cleveland, Benjamin Harri-
son, Harding, and Coolidge. In addition, at least three of those who
matriculated at law schools—Hayes, McKinley, and Taft—also
read law.

Another marked similarity is in the performance of military
service. Twenty-four, or about two-thirds, of the Presidents have
served in various branches of the Armed Forces or State militia
units; one, Buchanan, in a private volunteer group during the War
of 1812. Interestingly enough, all except him attained officer status,
11 as generals. A few worked their way up from the enlisted ranks.
Three became commanders of the Army: Washington, Grant, and
Eisenhower.

For at least 11, notable success as officers provided a stepping-
stone on their way to the Presidency: Washington, Jackson,
William Henry Harrison, Taylor, Pierce, Grant, Hayes, Garfield,
Benjamin Harrison, Theodore Roosevelt, and Eisenhower—only
three of whom (Taylor, Grant, and Eisenhower) were professional
soldiers for the major part of their lives. The only erstwhile naval
personnel among the Chief Executives have been the last five
(Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Nixon, Ford, and Carter), all of
whom served as officers below admiral rank.

Despite the trend toward urbanization in the United States from
its earliest days, the Presidents have overwhelmingly hailed from
small towns and rural areas. Only Theodore Roosevelt, Taft,
Kennedy, and Ford were born in metropolitan areas or large cities.
A number who came from rural areas, including Jackson, Polk,
Fillmore, Buchanan, Lincoln, and Garfield, as well as possibly
Taylor and Pierce, literally rose from “log cabins” to the White
House. Most of the others were born in modest homes amid humble
or middle-class surroundings. Van Buren was born in his father’s
tavern. A few individuals of agrarian origins belonged to well-to-do
families; or they and members of their families subsequently
advanced to positions of wealth and prominence.

In line with the predominance of rural origins, the fathers of
more than half the Presidents were, at one time or another, farmers
or plantation owners. Others were professional men or executives,
including several lawyers, clergymen, teachers, and financiers.



About two-thirds of the Chief Executives have
performed military service. Gen. Benjamin Harrison
is pictured here during the Atlanta Campaign,

in the Civil War

Eisenhower was one of the three career soldiers who rose to the highest office in
the land. Here. as a young second lieutenant, in 1916, he poses at Denver on his
wedding day with his bride, “Mamie.”
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Additional diverse occupations include: ironmaker, livestock
dealer, carpenter, blacksmith, tanner, tavernkeeper, surveyor,
mechanic, storekeeper, merchant, and tavern porter.

The families of John Quincy Adams, the two Harrisons, Taft,
Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Kennedy had already achieved
national fame before they came to office. John Quincy Adams was
the son of President and signer of the Declaration of Independence
John Adams. Benjamin Harrison, whose father was a U.S.
Congressman, was the grandson of Chief Executive William Henry
Harrison and the great-grandson of Benjamin Harrison, another
signer of the Declaration. Taft’s father served as Secretary of War,
Attorney General, and Minister to both Austria-Hungary and
Russia. Kennedy’s father was Ambassador to Great Britain.
William Henry Harrison, Tyler, and Pierce were the sons of
Governors. Several other fathers served in State legislatures.

Except for Buchanan, all the Presidents were married at some
time during their lives. Five—Tyler, Fillmore, Benjamin Harrison,
Theodore Roosevelt, and Wilson—were wed twice, all after their
first wives died. No Chief Executive has been divorced, though
Jackson, Harding, and Ford married divorced women. Six
(Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Fillmore, Benjamin Harrison,
and Wilson) wed widows.

Four individuals (Jefferson, Jackson, Van Buren, and Arthur)
were widowers when they entered the White House. Cleveland, a
bachelor at the time, married there, the only President to do so.
Tyler and Wilson were remarried, though not in the Executive
Mansion, during their terms of office.

THE First Ladies have been as diverse in appearance, personality,
talents, and achievements as their spouses. Although a number
have been reserved and avoided the limelight, especially before the
20th century, almost all of them in one way or the other have
encouraged their husbands and contributed substantially to their
careers. Two instances stand out. Eliza McCardle, who married
Andrew Johnson when he was a struggling young tailor, taught
him to write and improved his reading ability. Edith Bolling Galt
Wilson helped manage her husband’s affairs while he was
incapacitated with a stroke near the end of his second term.

All in all, the wives have injected charm and graciousness into
the White House and served the Nation in various other ways.
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The First Ladies have contributed to the Nation in a variety of ways. Mrs. Calvin
Coolidge served with the Red Cross.

While aiding their husbands and raising their children, they have
managed the household, sometimes supervised refurnishing and
remodelings of the mansion, and entertained world dignitaries.

The First Ladies have also taken part in civic-patriotic organiza-
tions and devoted themselves to worthwhile causes. Particularly in
the 20th century, as the role of women in the country’s life has
intensified, the First Ladies have participated in such national
programs as beautification of the environment, antipoverty
activities, mental health, and women’s rights.

A considerable number of the ladies have been well educated and
widely traveled. A few have pursued professional careers of their
own. Several were teachers. Eleanor Roosevelt’s achievements are
especially notable, particularly after Franklin succumbed. She
advanced numerous humanitarian causes, wrote a nationally
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syndicated newspaper column, played a key role in Democratic
Party affairs, sat in the U.S. delegation to the General Assembly of
the United Nations (U.N.), and served as the U.S. member of the
Human Rights Commission of the U.N. Economic and Social
Council.

THIRTY-TWO of the 38 Chief Executives and their wives have had
children and some of those who had none of their own (Washington,
Madison, Jackson, Polk, Harding, and bachelor Buchanan) adopted
or cared for those of their wives by earlier marriages or for those of
close relatives or friends. In this category are Washington, Madison,
andJackson; and Buchanan acted as father to his niece, who served
as his White House hostess. T'yler, by two wives, fathered the most
children, 15.

The children of about two-thirds of the Presidents were fully
grown or at least young adults while their fathers served in the
White House. Only 11 raised young children (age 12 and under)
there: Tyler, Lincoln, Grant, Hayes, Garfield, Arthur, Cleveland,
Theodore Roosevelt, Taft, Kennedy, and Carter. The only child of a
President ever to be born in the White House was a daughter of
Cleveland.

The sons, as well as other descendants, of a large number of
Chief Executives have led distinguished careers. John Quincy
Adams, son of John, won the Presidency, as well as other
distinction, as did also Benjamin, the grandson of William Henry
Harrison. Charles Francis Adams, son of John Quincy, served as
U.S. Representative and Minister to Great Britain. Other Adams
progeny, John Quincy II, Charles Francis, Jr., Henry, and Brooks,
excelled in politics, literature, and historiography. John Van
Buren, John Scott Harrison (son of William Henry Harrison and
father of Benjamin), David G. Tyler, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr.,
and James Roosevelt were all Members of the U.S. House of
Representatives.

Robert Tyler was Register of the Confederate Treasury; Lyon G.
Tyler, president of the College of William and Mary; Richard
Taylor, Confederate general; Robert Todd Lincoln, Secretary of
War and Minister to Great Britain; Frederick D. Grant, Minister to
Austria-Hungary; Gen. Harry A. Garfield, president of Williams
College and Fuel Administrator during World War I; James R.
Garfield, U.S. Civil Service Commissioner and Secretary of the
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Two eminent First Ladies. Dolley Madison (left) gained distinction for her social
graces: Eleanor Roosevelt (right). for her humanitarianism
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Interior; Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., Assistant Secretary of the Navy,
Governor of Puerto Rico, and Governor-General of the Philippines;
and Robert A. Taft, U.S. Senator.

Just a few parents of Presidents survived to see their sons enter
the White House, though most witnessed their early successes. The
mothers of Washington, John Adams, Madison, Polk, Garfield,
McKinley, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Truman, and Carter, the step-
mothers of Lincoln, Harding, and Ford, and the fathers of John
Quincy Adams, Fillmore, Harding, and Coolidge survived through
their children’s inaugurations. Coolidge’s father even enjoyed the
unique privilege of swearing in his son.

In addition to these, both parents of Grant and Kennedy lived to
see their sons assume the highest office in the land. Kennedy’s two
parents also survived his assassination, as did Lincoln’s stepmoth-
er and Garfield’s mother. The mother of Polk was the only other one
to outlive her son. George Harding and Joseph Kennedy were the
only fathers to survive their sons. Abigail Adams had the
distinction of being the wife of one President and the mother of
another.

The untimely deaths of either or both parents sometimes brought
difficult circumstances to future Presidents’ families. J ackson and
Hayes were posthumous sons. Other widowed mothers with young
children include those of Washington, Jefferson, Monroe, Andrew
Johnson, Garfield, Cleveland, and Hoover. The mothers of Jackson
and Hoover also succumbed at early ages themselves and left their
children as orphans. Lincoln and Coolidge lost their mothers when
they were quite young, though stepmothers took over the task of
raising them. Tyler’s mother died when he was 7 years of age, and
his father never remarried. Ford was adopted by his stepfather, his
mother’s second husband.

Practically all the Presidents except Kennedy, a Roman Catholic,
were Protestants or demonstrated Protestant leanings. Official
affiliations were as follows: Episcopalian, 10 (Washington,
Madison, Monroe, William Henry Harrison, Tyler, Taylor, Pierce,
Arthur, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Ford); Presbyterian, six
(Jackson, Buchanan, Cleveland, Benjamin Harrison, Wilson, and
Eisenhower); Methodist, four (Polk, Andrew Johnson, Grant, and
McKinley); Unitarian, four (the two Adamses, Fillmore, and Taft);
Baptist, three (Harding, Truman, and Carter); Disciples of Christ
(Christian Church), two (Garfield and Lyndon B. Johnson);
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Reformed Church, two (Van Buren and Theodore Roosevelt);
Quaker (Friends), two (Hoover and Nixon); and Congregationalist,
one (Coolidge).

Lincoln and Hayes were never officially affiliated with any de-
nomination, though the former occasionally attended Presbyterian
services and the latter regularly those of the Methodist Church.
Jefferson, originally an Episcopalian, later declared himself a
Deist and expressed interest in Unitarianism. And not all the other
Chief Executives were strongly identified with their churches.
Some favored more than one denomination during their lifetime,
and many at one time or another worshipped with various faiths.

No Presidents were ministers, though Garfield was a lay
preacher, and John Adams and Madison studied theology and at
one time considered the profession. Arthur, Cleveland, and Wilson
were sons of clergymen, and Hoover’s mother was a Quaker lay
minister.

Another striking similarity among the Chief Executives is that
most of them assumed the position at a mature age, and a large
number were long lived. The average age upon entering office was a
little less than 55 years. Theodore Roosevelt, who took over from
McKinley, was the youngest to serve, at 42; and Kennedy, at 43, the
youngest elected. The oldest at inauguration was William Henry
Harrison, 68; Eisenhower, at 70, the oldest upon retirement from
office.

The assassinations of four Presidents have shocked the country. Garfield was
shot in 1881 at Washington's Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Station.
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The average age at death was nearly 69, a remarkable figure con-
sidering the effect on the average of the four Presidents who
were assassinated—Garfield and Kennedy in their forties, Lin-
coln at 56, and McKinley at 58. John Adams, who lived to be 90
years and 8 months old, was the longest lived; Hoover also reached
90. Of the 29 other deceased Chief Executives, four (Jefferson,
Madison, John Quincy Adams, and Truman) died in their eighties;
10 passed away in their seventies; 12 in their sixties; and three
others in their fifties.

Most of the Presidents were born in the Eastern States, 22 in the
Thirteen Original States, and 32 of the 38 in the States east of the
Mississippi. Reflecting the westward trend in our history, the 16th
President, Lincoln, was the first born west of the Appalachians;
Hoover, the 31st, the first born west of the Mississippi; and six of
the last nine have been natives of States in the trans-Mississippi
West. Nixon was the only one born in the Far West.

The bulk of the Chief Executives have been northerners by birth.
Twenty-two were born in that region, versus 16 (including Lincoln
and Truman, from the border states of Kentucky and Missouri,
respectively) in the South. Nine of those who were southern-born
(Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, Jackson, William
Henry Harrison, Tyler, Polk, and Taylor) came to office before the
Civil War, only three in the long interim until World War II
(Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, and Wilson), and four (Truman,
Eisenhower, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Carter) since that time.

By place of birth, the Presidents have represented 16 or 17 States,
because both North and South Carolina claim Jackson. Virginia
produced eight (Washington, J efferson, Madison, Monroe, William
Henry Harrison, Tyler, Taylor, and Wilson); Ohio, seven (Grant,
Hayes, Garfield, Benjamin Harrison, McKinley, Taft, and Hard-
ing); New York, four (Van Buren, Fillmore, and both Roosevelts);
Massachusetts, three (the two Adamses and Kennedy); North
Carolina, two (Polk and Andrew Johnson) and claims, as does
South Carolina, Andrew Jackson; Texas (Eisenhower and Lyndon
B. Johnson) and Vermont (Arthur and Coolidge), each two; and
nine other States, one each (New Hampshire, Pierce; Pennsylva-
nia, Buchanan; Kentucky, Lincoln; New Jersey, Cleveland; Iowa,
Hoover; Missouri, Truman; California, Nixon; Nebraska, Ford; and
Georgia, Carter).

Some 16 of the 38 Chief Executives have come to office from other
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than the States of their birth. Leading the States in which the
Presidents resided when they were originally elected or inaugurat-
ed is New York, which furnished eight: Van Buren, Fillmore,
Arthur, Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Eisenhower, and Nixon; Ohio, six (William Henry Harrison,
Hayes, Garfield, McKinley, Taft, and Harding); Virginia, five
(Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and Tyler); Massachu-
setts, four (both Adamses, Coolidge, and Kennedy); Tennessee,
three (Jackson, Polk, and Andrew Johnson); Illinois, two (Lincoln
and Grant); and ten other States, one each (Louisiana, Taylor;
New Hampshire, Pierce; Pennsylvania, Buchanan; Indiana,
Benjamin Harrison; New Jersey, Wilson; California, Hoover;
Missouri, Truman; Texas, Lyndon B. Johnson; Michigan, Ford;
and Georgia, Carter). Eisenhower and Nixon both changed their
legal residences by the beginning of their second terms, from New
York to Pennsylvania and California, respectively.

MOST Presidents remained associated with a certain political
party from early in their careers until the ends of their lives, though
a few changed their affiliations or did not make formal ones until
shortly before their election. Some Chief Executives have champi-
oned the causes of their parties; others have often tried to sub-
ordinate partisan issues.

Washington disdained parties and dreaded their formation,
though he seemed to favor the Federalists. Except for a few minor
or short-term affiliations, the choices of his successors were as fol-
lows: Federalists, one (John Adams); Democratic-Republicans,
four (Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and John Quincy Adams);
Whigs, four (William Henry Harrison, Tyler, Taylor, and Fillmore);
Democrats, 12 (Jackson, Van Buren, Polk, Pierce, Buchanan,
Cleveland, Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Truman, Kennedy,
Lyndon B. Johnson, and Carter); and Republicans, 15 (Lincoln,
Grant, Hayes, Garfield, Arthur, Benjamin Harrison, McKinley,
Theodore Roosevelt, Taft, Harding, Coolidge, Hoover, Eisenhower,
Nixon, and Ford).

Andrew Johnson, a former Democrat, ran on the National Union
(Republican) ticket as Vice President and succeeded to the
Presidency; his subsequent estrangement from the Republicans
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left him virtually without a party. Similarly, Tyler’s ties to the
Whigs frayed rapidly.

Jefferson and Madison founded the Democratic-Republican
Party. The Whig Party grew out of it from John Quincy Adams’
faction; the Democratic, from that of Jackson. The Republican
Party, which drew most of its strength from Whigs and Free-Soil
Democrats, was founded in 1854 primarily to oppose the extension
of slavery.

JUST over half, or 20, of the 37 Presidents prior to Carter served
single terms or less. The only one to hold the office more than the
traditional two terms, slightly more than 12 years when he died
near the beginning of his fourth term, was Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Subsequently the 22d amendment (1951) to the Constitution

Vice President Truman, accompanied by his wife and surrounded by
governmental leaders, takes the Presidential oath from Chief Justice Harlan F.
Stone in the Cabinet Room of the White House upon the sudden death of
Roosevelt in April 1945,
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restricted future tenure to a maximum of two terms plus any
unexpired term of less than 2 years to which an incumbent might
have succeeded.

Nine Chief Executives served two full terms: Washington,
Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, Jackson, Grant, Cleveland (noncon-
secutive), Wilson, and Eisenhower. Lincoln and McKinley were
elected to second terms, but were assassinated during them. Nixon
resigned before completing his second term.

Theodore Roosevelt, Coolidge, Truman, and Lyndon B.Johnson,
who all succeeded to office through the Vice-Presidency, were
subsequently elected to full terms and lived to complete them. No
Presidents who succeeded through the Vice-Presidency ever won
second elective terms. Vice Presidents Tyler, Fillmore, Andrew
Johnson, Arthur, and Ford succeeded to the Presidency, but never
won election in their own right.

Judge Sarah T. Hughes. the first woman in history to swear in a Chief Executive,
administers the oath to Vice President Johnson aboard Air Force One at Dallas in
1963. This occurred only a few hours after a sniper’'s bullet had struck down
President Kennedy. The bereaved widow, Jacqueline, is at the right: Lady Bird
Johnson, at the left.
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The shortest term was that of William Henry Harrison, who was
stricken soon after his inauguration and died after only a month in
office. Only one Chief Executive, Andrew Johnson, was impeached
by the House of Representatives, but he was not convicted by the
Senate. Nixon, facing almost certain impeachment, resigned.

Incumbent Presidents who were defeated when they ran for
reelection were the two Adamses, Van Buren, Cleveland, Benjamin
Harrison, Taft, Hoover, and Ford. Five sitting Chief Executives
sought but did not win their parties’ renomination: Tyler, Fillmore,
Pierce, Andrew Johnson, and Arthur. Jefferson, Jackson, William
Henry Harrison, Cleveland, and Nixon lost Presidential elections
but subsequently were successful.

Tyler and Franklin D. Roosevelt were the losing Vice-
Presidential candidates of major parties before elevation to the
Presidency. In those eight instances where a death in office has
occurred, the succession—of Vice Presidents Tyler, Fillmore,
Andrew Johnson, Arthur, Theodore Roosevelt, Coolidge, Truman,
and Lyndon B. Johnson—has been automatic. Vice President Ford
took office when Nixon resigned. John Adams, Jefferson, and Van
Buren won nomination and election while serving as Vice
President. Nixon is unique in that he lost his first bid for the
Presidency at the end of his Vice-Presidential term, but was later
able to capture the office.

ALTHOUGH the health of the Presidents during their tenure has
varied considerably and the burdens of office have placed them
under great stress, only Garfield (gunshot wounds), Wilson
(stroke), and Eisenhower (heart attack) were incapacitated for
extended periods. Franklin D. Roosevelt was handicapped through-
out much of his adult life from the effects of infantile paralysis.

Of the eight Chief Executives who died in office, four were
assassinated (Lincoln, Garfield, McKinley, and Kennedy). The
others (William Henry Harrison, Taylor, Harding, and Franklin D.
Roosevelt) died of natural causes. Jackson, Truman, and Ford
weathered serious assassination attempts while they were Presi-
dent, as did also President-elect Franklin D. Roosevelt, as well as
Theodore Roosevelt after his Presidency.

Tyler fortuitously escaped death in 1844 when a cannon exploded
during a firing demonstration while he was aboard the Princeton
on the Potomac River. Lincoln, while viewing a Confederate attack
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on Fort Stevens, D.C., was the only President to be under hostile
fire while in office, though many were prior to their election while in
military service. Before entering office, Jackson and Lincoln
engaged in duels, and Jackson was seriously wounded during an
altercation.

MOST Presidents have remained active in retirement, and blended
participation in political and national affairs with pursuit of
private concerns. For a number of them, the return to private life
has brought vast relief. Buchanan and Hayes, for example, made
unabashed statements of pleasure on departure from the White
House. On the other hand, some individuals left office reluctantly
and never fully adjusted to the change in status. Van Buren,
Fillmore, Grant, Cleveland, and Theodore Roosevelt sought to
regain the Presidency; only Cleveland succeeded.

Just a few of the men returned to major elective or appointive
public office. Two went back to the U.S. Congress, Andrew J ohnson
briefly late in his life to the Senate and John Quincy Adams for an
extended period in the House of Representatives. Taft was
cochairman of the National War Labor Board during World War I,
and in his twilight years Chief Justice of the United States.

Grant, who toured the world during his retirement, being received by the Emperor
of Japan in 1879.
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Various others also sat on Government boards, commissions, and
committees; represented the incumbent Chief Executive on
ceremonial occasions; advised him; or performed specific tasks at
his request.

A few ex-Presidents, including Taft, Benjamin Harrison, Lyn-
don B. Johnson, and Ford, taught or lectured at universities.
Numerous individuals served as officials or trustees, held honorary
offices, or otherwise supported educational institutions, libraries,
learned societies, and charitable and philanthropic organizations.
Arthur, Cleveland, Benjamin Harrison, and Coolidge resumed
their law practices, though they were usually less active in the
profession than in earlier years.

Several men traveled extensively. Van Buren, Pierce, Fillmore,
and Hoover visited Europe. Theodore Roosevelt traveled there as
well as to Africa and Latin America. Grant journeyed leisurely
around the world. Nixon flew to China.

Grant and Roosevelt subsequently described their travels and
impressions in books. A large number of individuals wrote

Many ex-Presidents have continued to serve the Nation. One of the foremost of

these was Herbert C. Hoover, shown meeting with President Truman in the White
House.
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memoirs, autobiographies, and books on other subjects, as well as
magazine and newspaper articles, pamphlets, and tracts on
national or political affairs, as well as miscellaneous subjects.

IN physical appearance the Presidents have ranged from hand-
some to homely. Some have worn beards, mustaches, and
sideburns; some had long hair, some short; some were bald. Others
have worn spectacles. Some were stylish dressers, and others
favored informal attire. They ranged in height from Madison (5
feet 4 inches) to Lincoln (a full foot taller). Other short Presidents
were the two Adamses, Van Buren, and Benjamin Harrison; tall,
Washington, Jefferson, Arthur, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Lyndon
B. Johnson. Madison, the lightest, weighed a mere 100 pounds;
Taft, 300 pounds, and Cleveland, 260 pounds.

FOR diversion, over the course of their careers the Chief Executives
have enjoyed a variety of hobbies, some of which they pursued
avidly and others casually. Their interest in sports, though often
only in a spectator capacity, has been strong. Included are such
individual pursuits as hunting, fishing, walking-hiking, horseback
riding, swimming, golf, bowling, skiing, tennis, and exercising.
Popular team sports have been baseball, softball, football, and
basketball. Two of the most active sportsmen-Presidents, both of
whom took part in and watched a wide range of athletic activities,
were Theodore Roosevelt and Ford.

Other hobbies include: philately, bird watching, and collecting
naval prints and models: Franklin D. Roosevelt; playing cards:
Washington, John Quincy Adams, Van Buren, Buchanan, Hard-
ing, Truman, Eisenhower, and Nixon; painting and cooking:
Eisenhower; the theater: Washington, Jefferson, John Quincy
Adams, Lincoln, and Carter; movies: a number of the 20th-century
Presidents.

Few individuals have exhibited any strong musical inclination,
though some played instruments—with varying degrees of skill.
Jefferson, Tyler, and Nixon played the violin; Truman and Nixon
the piano; Coolidge the harmonica; and Harding the alto horn and
cornet. Many of the Chief Executives have enjoyed listening to
music and dancing. Nearly all have enjoyed reading—ranging
from Shakespeare and other classical authors to mysteries and
westerns as well as histories and biographies. In addition, many
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Presidential hobbies have been as diversified as the men themselves. Eisenhower
paints (upper left); Truman plays the piano (upper right); Harding golfs (lower left);
and Carter plays tennis (lower right).
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Many Chief Executives have enjoyed baseball. Coolidge throws out the first ball to
open the 1925 American League season.

Presidents have enjoyed occasional cruises on the Presidential
yacht. Most of them have sought whenever possible to rest away
from the Capital, at official retreats or in their private residences or
vacation homes.

55



B o e .
\& ey ) T

\ gl
L




George Washington

FIRST PRESIDENT  1789-1797

Peerless military leader of the War for Independence,
able chairman of the Constitutional Convention,
brilliant first President, and wise statesman,
Washington more than any other man launched our
Republic on its course to greatness. During his two
precedent-setting terms, he shaped the role of the
Presidency, pioneered its relations with Congress,
unified the Nation, fostered political harmony, and
maintained neutrality in foreign affairs. For all these
reasons, he clearly deserves the epithet “Father of
His Country.”

Washington, the eldest of six children from his father’s second
marriage, was born into the landed gentry in 1732 at Wakefield
plantation, Va. Until reaching 16 years of age, he lived there and at
other plantations along the Potomac and Rappahannock Rivers,
including the one that later became known as Mount Vernon.

Washington’s education was rudimentary, probably provided by
tutors but also possibly by private schools, and he learned
surveying. After he lost his father when he was 11 years old, his
half-brother LLawrence, who had served in the Royal Navy, acted as
his mentor. As a result, the youth acquired an interest in pursuing a
naval career, but his mother discouraged him from doing so.

At the age of 16, Washington joined a surveying party sent to the
Shenandoah Valley by Lord Fairfax, a land baron. For the next
few years, Washington conducted surveys in the frontier areas of
Virginia and present West Virginia, and gained a lifetime interest
in the West. In 1751-52 he accompanied Lawrence on a visit the
latter made to Barbados, West Indies, for health reasons just prior
to his death.

The next year, Washington began his military career when the
Royal Governor appointed him to an adjutantship in the militia, as
a major. That same year, as a gubernatorial emissary, accompa-
nied by a guide, he traveled to Fort Le Boeuf, Pa., in the Ohio River
Valley, and delivered to French authorities an ultimatum to cease
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fortification and settlement in British territory. During the trip, he
tried to cement relations with various Indian tribes.

Winning the rank of lieutenant colonel and then colonel in the
militia, in 1754 Washington led a force that sought to challenge
French control of the Ohio River Valley, but met defeat at Fort
Necessity, Pa.—an event that helped trigger the French and Indian
War (1754-63). Late in 1754, irritated by the dilution of his rank
because of the pending arrival of British regulars, he resigned his
commission. That same year, he leased Mount Vernon, which he
was to inherit in 1761.

In 1755 Washington reentered military service with the courtesy
title of colonel as an aide to Gen. Edward Braddock, and barely
escaped death when the French inflicted a defeat in the Battle of
the Monongahela, Pa. As a reward for his bravery, Washington
won his colonelcy and command of the Virginia militia forces,
charged with defending the colony’s frontier. Because of the
shortage of men and equipment, he found the assignment
challenging. Late in 1758 or early in 1759, disillusioned over
governmental neglect of the militia and irked at not winning
higher rank, he resigned and headed back to Mount Vernon.

The Continental Congress accepts General Washington's resignation on
December 23, 1783, at the Maryland State House.
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accepts the Presidency.

In 1759 Washington wed Martha Dandridge Custis, a wealthy
widow and mother of two children. The marriage produced no
offspring, but Washington reared those of his wife as his own.
During the period 1759-74, he managed his plantations and sat in
the Virginia House of Burgesses. He supported the initial protests
against British policies; took an active part in the nonimportation
movement in Virginia; and, in time, particularly because of his
military experience, became a Whig leader.

By the 1770’s, relations of the colony with the mother country
had become strained. Measured in his behavior but resentful of
British restrictions and commercial exploitation, Washington
represented Virginia at the First and Second Continental Con-
gresses. In 1775, after the bloodshed at Lexington and Concord,
Congress appointed him as commander in chief of the Continental
Army. Overcoming severe obstacles, especially in supply, he
eventually fashioned a well-trained and disciplined fighting force.

The strategy Washington evolved consisted of continual harass-
ment of British forces while avoiding general actions. Although his
troops yielded much ground and lost a number of battles, they
persevered even during the dark winters at Valley Forge, Pa., and
Morristown, N.J. Finally, with the aid of the French fleet and army,
he won a climactic victory at the Battle of Yorktown, Va., in 1781.

During the next 2 years, while still commanding the unpaid and
poorly supplied Continental Army, Washington denounced propos-
als that the military take over the Government, including one that
planned to appoint him as king. But he supported army petitions to
the Continental Congress for proper compensation.
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Once the Treaty of Paris (1783) was signed, Washington resigned
his commission and trekked back once again to Mount Vernon. His
wartime financial sacrifices and long absence, as well as generous
loans to friends, had severely impaired his extensive fortune, which
consisted mainly of his plantations, slaves, and landholdings in
the West. At this point, however, he was to have little time to repair
his finances, for his retirement was brief.

Dissatisfied with national progress under the Articles of
Confederation, Washington and other leaders advocated a stronger
central Government. He hosted the Mount Vernon Conference
(1785) at his estate after the initial meetings in Alexandria, Va.,
though he apparently did not directly participate in the discus-
sions.

Despite Washington’s sympathies with the goals of the Annapo-
lis Convention (1786), he did not attend. But the following year,
encouraged by many of his friends, he presided over the Constitu-
tional Convention, whose success was immeasurably influenced by
his presence. Following ratification of the new instrument of
Government, the electoral college unanimously chose him as the
first President.

On April 30, 1789, after a triumphal journey from Mount Vernon
to New York City, Washington took the oath of office at Federal
Hall. During his two terms, he governed with dignity as well as
restraint. He provided the stability and authority the emergent
Nation so sorely needed; gave substance to the Constitution, and
reconciled competing factions and divergent policies within the
Government and his administration.

W ashington respected the role of Congress and did not infringe
upon its prerogatives, but did challenge it on matters he felt to be of
principle. He also tried to maintain harmony between Secretary of
State Thomas Jefferson and Secretary of the Treasury Alexander
Hamilton, whose differences typified evolving party divisions, from
which the President attempted to keep aloof.

Yet, usually leaning upon Hamilton for advice, Washington
supported his plan for the assumption of State debts, concurred in
the constitutionality of the bill establishing the Bank of the United
States, and favored enactment of tariffs by Congress to provide
Federal revenue and protect domestic manufacturers.

Washington took other steps to strengthen governmental
authority, including suppression of the Whisky Rebellion (1794)



President and Mrs. Washington with her grandchildren George Washington Parke
Custis and Eleanor Parke (“Nelly”) Custis.

and Indian resistance in the Northwest Territory. As a gesture of
national unity, he toured the Northeast in 1789 and the South in
1791. During his tenure, the Government moved from New Y ork to
Philadelphia (1790), he superintended the planning for relocation
to the District of Columbia, and he laid the cornerstone of the
Japitol (1793).

In foreign affairs Washington exerted dominance. He fostered
United States interests on the North American Continent by
treaties with Britain and Spain, though Jay’s Treaty with Britain
was controversial. Yet, until the Nation was stronger, he insisted
on the maintenance of neutrality. For example, when war broke out
between France and England in the wake of the French Revolution,
he ignored the remonstrances of pro-French Jefferson and pro-
British Hamilton.

Although many people encouraged Washington to seek a third
term, he was weary of politics and refused to do so. In his “Farewell
Address” (1796), he urged his countrymen to forswear party spirit
and sectional passions and to avoid entanglement in the wars and
domestic policies of other nations.

Washington enjoyed only a few years of retirement at Mount
Vernon. Even then, demonstrating his continued willingness to
make sacrifices for his country, in 1798 when the country was on
the verge of war with France, he agreed to command the Army,
though his services were not ultimately required. He died at the age
of 67 in 1799.



John Adams

SECOND PRESIDENT  1797-1801

A giant among the Founding Fathers, Adams was
one of the leaders who generated the American
Revolution, for which his prolific writings provided
many of the politico-philosophical foundations. Not
only did he help draft the Declaration of Independ-
ence, but he also steered it through the Continental
Congress. He later served the Nation as one of its
premier diplomats, first Vice President, and second
President. He won office by only a narrow margin,
and headed a divided Federalist Party in an era of
sharp political strife and complicated international
relations. Yet he avoided a declared war against
France while defending U.S. sovereignty on the
high seas.

Adams, descended from a long line of yeomen farmers and the
eldest of three sons, was born in 1735 at Braintree (later Quincy),
Mass., and was himself the progenitor of a distinguished family.
He graduated from Harvard College in 1755, and for a short time
taught school at Worcester, Mass. At that time, he considered
entering the ministry, but decided instead to follow the law and
began studying with a local lawyer.

Adams was admitted to the bar at Boston in 1758, the same year
he took an M.A. degree at Harvard, and began to practice in his
hometown. Six years later, he married Abigail Smith, who was to
give birth to three sons, one of whom was John Quincy, and two
daughters. She was thus the only woman in U.S. history to be the
wife of one President and the mother of another, and she was also
the first mistress of the White House.

Like many others, Adams was propelled into the Revolutionary
camp by the Stamp Act. In 1765 he wrote a protest for Braintree
that scores of other Massachusetts towns adopted. Three years
hence, he temporarily left his family behind and moved to Boston.
He advanced in the law, but devoted more and more of his time to
the patriot cause. In 1768 he achieved recognition throughout the
Colonies for his defense of John Hancock, whom British customs
officials had charged with smuggling.
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John Adams (center, left), the “Atlas of American Independence,” and the other
members of the drafting committee present the Declaration of Independence
to the Continental Congress

Adams later yielded to a stern sense of legal duty but incurred
some public hostility by representing the British soldiers charged
with murder in the Boston Massacre (1770). I1l health forced him to
return to Braintree following a term in the colonial legislature
(1770-71), and for the next few years he divided his time between
there and Boston.

A 3-year stint in the Continental Congress (1774-77), punctuated
by short recuperative leaves and service in the colonial legislature
in 1774-75, brought Adams national fame. Because he was sharply
attuned to the temper of Congress and aware that many Members
resented Massachusetts extremism, he at first acceded to concilia-
tory efforts with Britain and restrained himself publicly. When
Congress opted for independence, he became its foremost advocate,
eschewing conciliation and urging a colonial confederation.
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Abigail Adams was not only a brilliant woman in her own right, but she also
furthered the career of her husband. John. She was the only woman in history to
pe the wife of one President and the mother of another, John Quincy
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Adams was a master of workable compromise and meaningful
debate, though he was sometimes impatient. He chaired 25 of the
more than 90 congressional committees on which he sat, the most
important of which dealt with military and naval affairs. He
played an instrumental part in obtaining Washington’s appoint-
ment as commander in chief of the Continental Army. Adams was
a member of the five-man committee charged with drafting the
Declaration of Independence in June 1776, though he probably
made no major changes in Jefferson’s draft. But, more directly
involved, he defended it from its congressional detractors,
advocated it to the wavering, and guided it to passage.

The declaration battle won, exhausted by the incessant toil and
strain and worried about his finances and family, Adams in
November 1777 retired from Congress. He headed back to Braintree
intending to resume his law practice. But, before the month
expired, Congress appointed him to a diplomatic post in Europe—a
phase of his career that consumed more than a decade (1777-88).

Adams served in France during the period 1778-85, interrupted
only by a visit to the United States in the summer of 1779, during
which he attended the Massachusetts constitutional convention.
Independent-minded and forthright, as well as somewhat jealous
of the fame and accomplishments of others, he frequently found
himself at odds with fellow diplomats Benjamin Franklin and
Arthur Lee, as well as French officials, whose policies he
mistrusted. He joined Franklin and John Jay, however, in
negotiating the Treaty of Paris (1783), by which Britain recognized
the independence of the United States.

Meanwhile, during the preceding 3 years, Adams had persuaded
the Dutch to recognize the Colonies as an independent Nation,
grant a series of loans, and negotiate a treaty of alliance. As the
first American envoy to Great Britain (1785-88), he strove to resolve
questions arising from the Treaty of Paris and to calm the harsh
feelings between the two countries.

Back in the United States, Adams was soon elected as the first
Vice President (1789-97), an office he considered insignificant but
in which he emerged as the nominal leader of the Federalist Party.
The real leader was Alexander Hamilton, whose political manipu-
lations coupled with the peculiarities of the electoral system at the
time, resulted in Adams being saddled as President with his
political enemy Jefferson, the leader of the opposition Democratic-
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John Adams prepared this one-page biography for an unidentified correspondent
It was probably written around 1815, when he was 80 years of age.
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Republican Party, as his Vice President—the only instance in U.S.
history where such a situation occurred. Also, Adams’ principal
Cabinet members answered to Hamilton.

But the problems did not end there. Adams also faced a hostile
Congress, and he inherited the deep political discord between the
Hamiltonians and the Jeffersonians that had taken root during
Washington’s administration. The resulting party warfare, of
which Adams bore the brunt, was generated by the strong personal
and political differences between the two men and the partisanship
that arose out of the philosophical, diplomatic, and economic
ramifications of the wars of the French Revolution between Great
Britain and France.

Britain was not particularly solicitous of the rights of American
shipping, but the major obstacle to peace was the belligerency of
France toward U.S. ships carrying British goods and seamen
serving on British warships. Hamilton and most Federalists,
drawing closer to the old enemy Britain, favored war with France
as a way of uniting the country and building a strong Army and
Navy. The Jeffersonians, controlling roughly half the votes in
Congress and friendly toward War for Independence ally France,
opposed war as far as they dared, but public opinion was bellicose.

If Adams had asked for a declaration of war, the antiwar party
could not have stopped it. Rational discussion of political
differences between the two parties degenerated into an ever more
shrill exchange of insults. Bitter frustrations found release in the
Federalist-backed Alien and Sedition Acts and in the Democratic-
Republican response, the Kentucky Resolutions and the Virginia
Resolutions.

The statesmanlike Adams maintained a neutral stance without
abandoning his principles. He kept the United States out of a
declared war with France and achieved an amicable peace. But,
always more a political philosopher than a politician, he proved
unable to unite his party, divided by the machinations of Hamilton,
who spurred congressional opposition to Adams, and the implica-
tions of the French Revolution. The Jeffersonians pushed the
Federalists out of office in the election of 1800, the same year that
the Government and its 150 employees moved from Philadelphia to
the incomplete Capital in the District of Columbia and the
Adamses occupied the White House.

Adams spent his later years quietly at Quincy, where he resided
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in his home, “Peacefield,” which he had purchased in 1787. The
death of his wife in 1818 saddened him, but he never lost interest in
public affairs and lived to see his son John Quincy become
President. John, the longest lived Chief Executive, died at the age
of 90 just a few hours after Jefferson, with whom he had become
reconciled, on July 4, 1826—dramatically enough the 50th
anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence.






Thomas Jefferson
THIRD PRESIDENT  1801-9

As author of the Declaration of Independence,
political theorist, cofounder of the Democratic-
Republican Party, Virginia legislator and Governor,
distinguished diplomat, first U.S. Secretary of State,
second Vice President, and third President, Jefferson
has left an indelible impression on our governmental
system and philosophy. Graced with a wide-ranging
and probing mind that was interested in most fields of
human endeavor, he ranked among the most
outstanding men of his or any other time. During his
Presidential administration, he more than doubled the
size of the United States, laid the basis for its
westward expansion, and maintained neutrality
toward France and Britain during the Napoleonic
Wars.

The eldest of two sons in a family of 10, Jefferson was born in
1743 at Shadwell, a frontier plantation in Goochland (present
Albemarle) County, Va. But 2 years later his father, Peter, a self-
made surveyor-magistrate-planter who had married into the
distinguished Randolphs, moved his family eastward to Tuckahoe
plantation, near Richmond. His reason for doing so was a promise
he had made to his wife’s newly deceased cousin, William
Randolph, to act as guardian of his son. Young Jefferson passed
most of his boyhood in the Randolph home, beginning his
elementary education with private tutors.

In 1752, when Jefferson was about 9 years old, the family
returned to Shadwell. His father died 5 years later and bequeathed
him almost 3,000 acres; he became head of the family. In 1760, at
the age of 17, he matriculated at the College of William and Mary,
in Williamsburg. An incidental benefit was the chance to observe
the operation of practical politics in the colonial capital. He
graduated in 1762, studied law locally under the noted teacher
George Wythe, and in 1767 was admitted to the bar.

At Shadwell, Jefferson assumed the civic responsibilities and
prominence his father had enjoyed. In 1770, when fire consumed
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the structure, he moved to his nearby estate, Monticello, where he
had already begun building a home. Two years later, he married
Martha Wayles Skelton, a widow. During their decade of life
together, she was to bear six children, one son and five daughters,
but only two of the latter reached maturity.

Meanwhile, in 1769 at the age of 26, J efferson had been elected to
the House of Burgesses, in Williamsburg. He was a member
continuously until 1775, and alined himself with the anti-British
group. Unlike his smooth-tongued confreres Patrick Henry and
Richard Henry Lee, Jefferson concentrated his efforts in committee
work rather than in debate. A literary stylist, he drafted many of
the Revolutionary documents adopted by the House of Burgesses.

Jefferson utilized the same methods in the Continental Congress
(1775-76), where his decisiveness in committee contrasted marked-
ly with his silence on the floor. His colleagues, however, rejected
several of his drafts the first year because of their extreme anti-
British tone. But, by the time he returned the following May, after
spending the winter in Virginia, the temper of Congress had
changed drastically. The very next month, though only 33 years
old, he was assigned to the five-man committee chosen to write the
Declaration of Independence, a task his associates assigned to him.

A notable career in the Virginia House of Delegates (1776-79), the
lower house of the legislature, followed. Jefferson took over
leadership of the “progressive” party from Patrick Henry, who
relinquished it to become Governor. Highlights of this service
included revision of the State laws (1776-79), in which Jefferson
collaborated with George Wythe and Edmund Pendleton; and
authorship of a bill for the establishment of religious freedom in
Virginia, introduced in 1779 but not passed until 7 years later.

Although hampered as Governor (1779-81) by wartime condi-
tions and constitutional limitations, J efferson proved to be a weak
executive, even in emergencies hesitating to wield his authority.
When the British pressed their invasion of the State in 1781, he
recommended the combining of civil and military agencies under
Gen. Thomas Nelson, Jr., and virtually abdicated office. Although
he was later formally vindicated, the action fostered a conservative
takeover of the government and his reputation remained clouded
for some time.

Jefferson stayed out of the limelight for 2 years, during which
time his wife died. In 1783 he reentered Congress, where he



Thomas Jefferson (left) and political rival Alexander Hamilton (center) confer with
President George Washington.

sponsored and drafted the Ordinance of 1784, forerunner of the
Ordinance of 1787 (Northwest Ordinance). In 1784 he was sent to
Paris to aid Benjamin Franklin and John Adams in their attempts
to negotiate commercial treaties with European nations. During
his 5-year stay, Jefferson succeeded Franklin as Minister to France
(1785-89), gained various economic concessions from and strength-
ened relations with the French, visited England and Italy,
absorbed European culture, and observed the beginnings of the
French Revolution.

Jefferson returned to the United States in 1789. In the years that
followed, interspersed with pleasant interludes and political exile
at Monticello, he filled the highest offices in the land. Ever averse to
political strife, he occupied these positions as much out of a sense of
civic and party duty as personal ambition.
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FOURTH or MARCH, 1801.

Wednefday laft, agreeable to ths confti-
tution, the inauguration of Thomus Jeffer
ion and Aaron Burr, as Prelident and Vice
Prefideut of the United States, took place.
U'he happy event of a change in the admi-
niftratien of our government, and the plac-
iog the power thereof in the hands of the
men whom  the people” delight to honor
and confide iw, was celebrated in an nnufual
nd merited degree, by all the republicans
i this ity and county ;—The day was truly
'+ day of jubilee and fefuvity.

A proceflion, under the diretion of a
cimmittee gof arrangemenr, was foimed,
which for fplendor and extent, exceeded by
far any thing of the kind ever exhibited
this city, excepting tBe pompous procef.
tiom in 1787, on the ratification of the fede-
ral government. The military on thiz oc-
cafion made a handfome appearance. The
Tammany Society, which attended the pro-
ceflion ; was numeroas, and made a beauu-
iul difplay of flags and other decorations.
The Tirve Republican Society alfo attradled
deferved attention by their reipedtable ap-
pearance ; the ranks of the citizens were
numerous and well filied, and the affociated
youth difplayed an enthufiattic ardor of pa-
trioti{m worthy the youth{ul herocs of *76.

We remarked that in that part of the
proseflion compoled of the civil officers of
government, were the ftate officers ouily, not
ove of the civil officers of the federal go-
vernment deligning to fhew an approbation
i ot the chowe of charadlers that hive been
| chofen to prefide over them—and in fhort
ino one except known democratic republicans
made their appearance therein.

I The muficul part of the proceflion, as well
"in the church as the military bands in the
preceflion, were very plealing; and among
the pieces compofed for the occalion, ¢« Jei-
ferfon’s March” merited and received dif-
tinguith~d applaufe,

The elegant fchosner;  Thomas Jeffer-
fon” attracted a marked degree of attention
frem an admiring muliitude—fhe was well
officered, and manned by a crew of brave
tars, accompanied by 2 number of that ref-
pe@able and vleful clals of citizens, the
thip-builders.

1t is worthy ef remark, that not only the
cavaleade excited the admiration et our poli-
tical opponents, but that -hey admit that
good order was preferved by the d-mocrats
on this occafion.

The public dinners were nnmerons, and
among the moft confpicuous were that held
at Francis’s, in the houfe lazely occupied by
the prefident of the United States, and that i
held in the cham> er lately occupred by the | Newspaper account of Jefferson's

federal Senate. 1 first inauguration.
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Aggravating normal burdens and pressures were Jefferson’s
feuds with Alexander Hamilton on most aspects of national policy,
as well as the vindictiveness of Federalist attacks. These clashes
originated while Jefferson was Secretary of State (1790-93) in
Washington’s Cabinet. Unlike Hamilton, Jefferson sympathized
with the French Revolution. He favored States rights and opposed
a strong central Government. He also envisioned an agricultural
America, peopled by well educated and politically astute yeomen
farmers. Hamilton took the opposite position.

These political and philosophical conflicts resulted in time in the
forming of the Federalist Party and Democratic-Republican Party,
which Jefferson cofounded with James Madison. In 1793, because
of his disagreements with Hamilton and Washington’s growing
reliance on Hamilton for advice in foreign affairs, Jefferson
resigned as Secretary of State. For the next 3 years, he remained in
semiretirement at Monticello.

In 1796 Jefferson lost the Presidential election to FederalistJohn
Adams by only three electoral votes and, because the Constitution
did not then provide separate tickets for the President and Vice
President, became Vice President (1797-1801), though a member of
the opposing party. In 1800 the same sort of deficiency, soon
remedied by the 12th amendment, again became apparent when
Democratic-Republican electors, in trying to select both a President
and Vice President from their party, cast an equal vote for
Jefferson and his running mate, Aaron Burr. Only after a tie-
settling election in the Federalist-controlled House of Representa-
tives that rended both parties did J efferson capture the Presidency;
Burr became Vice President.

Jefferson, who was the first Chief Executive to be inaugurated at
the Capitol, called his victory a “revolution.” Indeed, it did bring a
new tone and philosophy to the White House, where an aura of
democratic informality was to prevail. And, despite the interparty
acrimony of the time, the transition of power was smooth and
peaceful, and Jefferson continued many Federalist policies.
Because the crisis with France had terminated, he slashed Army
and Navy funds. He also substantially reduced the governmental
budget. Although he believed in an agrarian America, he
encouraged commerce.

In 1801-5 Jefferson deployed naval forces to the Mediterranean
to subdue the Barbary pirates, who were harassing American
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First page of Jefferson's first annual message to Congress, December 8, 1801, in
his own handwriting.
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vessels. During his second term, to counter English and French
interference with neutral American shipping during the Napole-
onic Wars, he applied an embargo on foreign trade, for the purpose
of avoiding involvement. But this measure proved to be unworka-
ble and unpopular.

Jefferson’s greatest achievements were in the realm of westward
expansion, of which he was the architect. Foreseeing the continen-
tal destiny of the Nation, he sent the Lewis and Clark Expedition
(1804-6) to the Pacific, though he knew it had to cross territory
claimed by foreign powers. While that project was being organized,
Jefferson’s diplomats at Paris had consummated the Louisiana
Purchase (1803), which doubled the size of the United States and
extended its boundaries far beyond the Mississippi.

In 1809 Jefferson retired for the final time to Monticello. He
continued to pursue his varied interests and corresponded with and
entertained statesmen, politicians, scientists, explorers, scholars,
and Indian chiefs. When the pace of life grew too hectic, he found
haven at Poplar Forest, his retreat near Lynchburg. His pet project
during most of his last decade was founding the University of
Virginia (1819), in Charlottesville, but he also took pride in the
realization that two of his disciples, Madison and Monroe, had
followed him into the White House.

Painfully distressing to Jefferson, however, was the woeful state
of his finances. His small salary in public office, the attendant
neglect of his fortune and estate, general economic conditions, and
debts he inherited from his wife had taken a heavy toll. When a
friend defaulted on a note for a large sum, J efferson fell hopelessly
into debt and was forced to sell his library to the Government. It
became the nucleus of the Library of Congress.

Jefferson died only a few hours before John Adams at the age of
83 on July 4, 1826, the fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of the
Declaration of Independence.






James Madison
FOURTH PRESIDENT 1809-17

Madison was a brilliant political philosopher and
pragmatic politician. He won recognition as the
“Father of the Constitution,” served in the Continental
Congress as well as the House of Representatives,
and founded the Democratic-Republican Party with
his mentor, Jefferson. As President, Madison's efforts
to keep the peace through diplomacy failed, and he
led the Nation through the indecisive War of 1812
against Britain and the beginning of the ensuing
period of nationalistic fervor. Domestically, with the
support of Congress, he strengthened U.S. military
forces, created the Second Bank of the United States,
and enacted a protective tariff.

A scion of the planter aristocracy, Madison was born in 1751 at
Port Conway, King George County, Va., while his mother was
visiting her parents. With her newborn son, the first of 10 children,
in a few weeks she journeyed back to Montpelier estate, in Orange
County, which became his lifelong home. He obtained his early
education from his parents, tutors, and a private school.

An excellent scholar though frail and sickly in his youth, in 1771
Madison graduated from the College of New Jersey (present
Princeton University), where he demonstrated special interest in
government and the law. But, considering the ministry for a career,
he stayed on for a year of postgraduate study in theology.

Back at Montpelier, still undecided on a profession, Madison
soon embraced the patriot cause, and State and local politics
absorbed much of his time. In 1775 he served on the Orange Coun-
ty committee of safety; the next year, at the Virginia Convention,
which advocated various revolutionary steps and framed the
Virginia constitution; in 1776-77 in the House of Delegates; and in
1778-80 in the Council of State. His ill health precluded military
service.

Madison was chosen in 1780 to represent Virginia in the
Continental Congress (1780-83 and 1786-88). Although originally
the youngest Delegate, he played a major role in its deliberations.
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Meantime, in the years 1784-86, he had again sat in the Virginia
House of Delegates.

Madison was a guiding force behind the Mount Vernon
Conference (1785), attended the Annapolis Convention (1786), and
was otherwise instrumental in the convening of the Constitutional
Convention (1787). Preeminent at the Convention, he served on key
committees and tirelessly advocated a strong Government. His
Virginia Plan was in large part the basis of the Constitution. And
his journal of the Convention, which was not published until after
his death, remains the best single record of the event.

Madison also played a major part in guiding the Constitution
through the Continental Congress. Leading the pro-ratification
forces in Virginia, he successfully defended the instrument against
powerful opponents. Earlier, in New York, where he was serving in
the Congress, he collaborated with Alexander Hamilton and John
Jay in a series of essays that in 1787-88 appeared in the
newspapers and were later published in book form as The
Federalist (1788), a classic in political theory.

As a U.S. Representative (1789-97), Madison helped frame and
pass the Bill of Rights. He also assisted in organizing the executive
department and creating a system of Federal taxation. As leaders
of the opposition to Hamilton’s policies, he and Jefferson founded
the Democratic-Republican Party.

In 1794 Madison married a vivacious widow who was 16 years
his junior, Dorothea (“Dolley”) Payne Todd, who had a son; they
were to raise no children of their own. Although spending the
period 1797-1801 in semiretirement, Madison authored the Virginia
Resolutions, which attacked the Alien and Sedition Acts. While he
served as Secretary of State (1801-9), his wife often acted as
President Jefferson’s hostess. Her lavish parties at the White
House dazzled the Capital City for years.

In 1809 Madison succeeded Jefferson. Like the first three
Presidents, Madison was enmeshed in the ramifications of
European wars. Diplomacy had failed to prevent the seizure of
U.S. ships, goods, and men on the high seas; and a depression
wracked the country. Madison continued to negotiate with the
warring parties and applied economic sanctions, eventually
effective to some degree.

But continued British interference with American shipping
created strong congressional sentiment for war. The “War
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zarly in his career, Madison won the epithet “Father of the Constitution,” the
nstrument he was later to uphold as President. In this painting. which portrays its
adoption, he is seated directly to the left of the group of three standing men

Hawks,” a group of mostly young Democratic-Republican Con-
gressmen from the South and West who were territorial expansion-
ists as much as defenders of the national pride, urged naval action
to punish the British, the conquest of Canada, and military
measures to end British fomenting of the Indians in the West.
Eventually agreeing that U.S. honor and economic independence
were at stake, in 1812 Madison asked Congress to declare war
against Britain.

The young Nation was ill prepared. Federalist alienation in New
England sapped the war effort. Poor generalship, inadequate troop
strength, and supply and transportation problems frustrated the
Army’s efforts to conquer lightly defended Canada. At sea, despite
victories in individual encounters, the U.S. Navy found itself
unable to cope with the Royal Navy, which blockaded the coast.
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New England opposition hampered Madison’'s conduct of the War of 1812. This
cartoon shows him “beheading.” or repealing, his 1814 embargo (snapping turtle).
He was forced to do so because of the objections of northeastern merchants,
who profited by supplying British forces.

The British captured Washington, burned the White House,
Capitol, and other buildings, and forced the Government to flee the
city for a time. The war ended in stalemate in December 1814 when
the inconclusive Treaty of Ghent, which nearly restored prewar
conditions, was signed.

But thanks mainly to Andrew Jackson’s spectacular victory at
the Battle of New Orleans (Chalmette) in January of 1815, most
Americans believed they had won. Twice tested, independence had
survived and an ebullient nationalism marked Madison’s last
years in office, during which period the Democratic-Republicans
held virtually uncontested sway.

During the last 3 years of his administration, Madison concen-
trated on his domestic program. Congress, concurring in three of
his proposals, strengthened land and naval forces to avoid the
repetition of raids on the Capital and to protect the country as a
whole and its commerce; established the Second Bank of the United
States; and enacted a protective tariff on foreign manufactures.



Imaginative British version of their attack on Washington in 1814, near the end of
the War of 1812. The letters indicate key actions.

Although Madison favored internal improvements, he vetoed on
constitutional grounds a congressional bill that sought to finance
the building of roads and canals with Federal funds.

In retirement after his second term, Madison managed Mont-
pelier, but continued to be active in public affairs. He served as
cochairman of the Virginia constitutional convention of 1829-30
and as rector of the University of Virginia after 1826. Writing
newspaper articles defending the administration of Monroe, he
also acted as his foreign policy adviser.

Madison spoke out, too, against the emerging sectional contro-
versy that threatened the existence of the Union. Although a
slaveholder all his life, he was active during his later years in the
American Colonization Society, whose mission was the resettle-
ment of slaves in Africa. He passed away at the age of 85 in 1836.






James Monroe
FIFTH PRESIDENT 1817-26

Monroe, able political heir of Jefferson and Madison
and last of the Virginia dynasty (1801-25), held office
at a time when the Democratic-Republicans reigned
supreme over the weak Federalists and was
overwhelmingly elected to a second term. Yet the
Panic of 1819 and the intersectional strife preceding
the Missouri Compromise (1820) dashed the original
hopes for an “Era of Good Feelings.” The highlight of
his administration was promulgation of the Monroe
Doctrine. Earlier in his career, when he had helped
negotiate the Louisiana Purchase and served as
Madison’s Secretary of State, he had also made a
notable mark in diplomacy.

The son of a planter of modest means and the oldest of five
children, Monroe was born in 1758 in Westmoreland County, Va.
He received his elementary education at a private school. In 1776,
some 2 years after his father died, he discontinued his studies at the
College of William and Mary. He immediately entered active
service in the Continental Army, which the year before had
awarded him a lieutenant’s commission. During 4 year: of service,
he was wounded twice and advanced to the rank of major. Upon his
discharge in 1780, he read law for 3 years with Thomas Jefferson,
who became his lifelong adviser and friend.

Becoming active in politics, in 1782 Monroe entered the Virginia
House of Delegates. The following year, he took a seat in the
Continental Congress (1783-86). In 1786, when he joined the bar
and established a practice in Fredericksburg, he married Elizabeth
Kortright. She was to bear two daughters and a son.

Meantime, Monroe had been reelected to the House of Delegates
(1786-90) and attended the Annapolis Convention, one of the
forerunners of the Constitutional Convention. Nevertheless, in
1788, indicative of his aversion to a strong central Government, he
opposed the Constitution at the Virginia ratifying convention.
That same year, James Madison soundly defeated him in a race for
the U.S. House of Representatives.
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In 1790, when Monroe moved to Charlottesville, the Virginia
legislature appointed him to the U.S. Senate (1790-94), where he
became an advocate of J effersonian policies. Service as Minister to
France (1794-96) and Governor of Virginia (1799-1802) followed.
Reentering the diplomatic arena in 1803, he helped Robert R.
Livingston negotiate the Louisiana Purchase from France and
then held the position of Minister to Great Britain (1803-7), during
which time he headed a special mission to Spain (1804).

In 1808, the year after Monroe returned to the United States, he
temporarily lost Madison’s friendship by vainly challenging him
for the Presidency. In 1810 Monroe once again won election to the
Virginia House of Delegates, and the following year also to the
governorship. But, after only 3 months, he became Madison's
Secretary of State (1811-17). In 1814-15 he was concurrently
Secretary of War.

Blessed by Madison and facing only slightly Federalist opposi-
tion, in 1816 Monroe was elected to the White House. The next year,
only 22 months after taking office, he toured the Middle Atlantic
States and then New England, the old Federalist stronghold. A
Boston newspaper suggested that the warm welcome he received
augured a political “Era of Good Feelings” in the Nation. But,
despite his appointment of a competent intersectional Cabinet, the
“good feelings” soon evaporated.

A depression struck the country in 1819 and, in a sudden
emergence of the slavery issue, sectional debates broke out in
Congress when Missouri sought admission to the Union as a slave
State. The struggle captured headlines for 2 years and threatened
to sunder the country. Disaster was averted by the Missouri
Compromise (1820), which admitted Missouri as a slave State and
Maine as a free State and outlawed slavery in the Louisiana
Purchase area north and west of the southern boundary of
Missouri.

In diplomacy Monroe achieved successes. The Rush-Bagot
Agreement (1817) with Britain brought arms limitations on the
Great Lakes. In the Adams-Onis Treaty, the United States
acquired Florida from Spain, and Spain recognized United States
claims to the Northwest as far as the Pacific shores. In addition,
agreement was reached with Britain to the joint occupancy of
Oregon and to delineation of the northern boundary of the
Louisiana Purchase.
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Monroe’s greatest diplomatic accomplishment, however, was the
Monroe Doctrine. Responding to the nationalistic revolutions that
were freeing Latin America from Spanish and Portuguese control
and fearing the intervention of various European powers, the
British suggested a joint Anglo-American declaration that both
nations would resist any intrusions in the area. Although J efferson
and Madison advised Monroe to accede to the British proposal,
Secretary of State John Quincy Adams urged that the United
States assert its independence by making its own declaration.
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Monroe's seventh annual message to Congress. dated December 2, 1823, Page
30. reproduced above, outlines the Monroe Doctrine. The message was
transcribed by a clerk and signed by Monroe.
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The President (at globe) formulates the Monroe Doctrine with his advisers.
Secretary of State and the next Chief Executive John Quincy Adams (left) played
a key role.

Monroe agreed and in his annual message to Congress in 1823,
based on a draft prepared by Adams, he warned Europe against
future colonization in the Western Hemisphere. This “Monroe
Doctrine” was forgotten for many years, then revived by President
James K. Polk at the time of the Mexican War (1846-48). By the late
19th century, the doctrine had become one of the cornerstones of
U.S. foreign policy.

The years following Monroe’s retirement to Oak Hill, Va., which
he had completed in 1823, were filled with activity. He managed his
estate, became a regent of the University of Virginia, served as
cochairman of the State constitutional convention of 1829-30, acted
as local magistrate, and even considered running again for
Governor. But severe financial problems forced him to sell all his
property, including his home, and in 1830 his wife died. He moved
to New York City to live with one of his daughters. He died there,
aged 73, on July 4 the following year.



John Quincy Adams

SIXTH PRESIDENT  1825-29

John Quincy Adams was the only President who was
the son of another. Like his father, he demonstrated
determination and sometimes imperiousness;
preferred intellectual to social activities; rendered
outstanding service as a diplomat; evinced more
statesmanship than political pragmatism; suffered
strong political opposition; and failed to win
reelection. His visionary proposals for internal
improvements and national development were so far
ahead of his time that they failed to win public
sanction. Earlier, as Secretary of State, he had been a
prime mover behind the Monroe Doctrine. And, in his
post-Presidential years, he pursued a long and
remarkable career in the House of Representatives.

The second child and eldest son of two remarkable parents, John
Quincy Adams was born in 1767 at Braintree (later Quincy), Mass.
Precocious, he attended private schools and absorbed Revolution-
ary ideas, as well as a lifelong anti-British attitude, from his father.
The youth spent the period 1778-85 in Europe, where his diplomat-
father was assigned. The experiences of John Quincy there were
broad and cosmopolitan, and he quickly achieved exceptional
maturity for his age. He was formally educated in Paris, Leyden,
and Amsterdam, but probably learned even more from his elders.

Mingling in diplomatic circles and holding discussions with
Franklin, Jay, and Jefferson, young Adams acquired an interest in
a wide range of subjects and became an accomplished linguist as
well as an avid diarist. In 1781 when he was a mere 14-year-old, he
became secretary to the first U.S. diplomatic agent to Russia. Back
in Paris, he witnessed the signing of the Treaty of 1783.

When his father was assigned to London in 1785, John Quincy
returned to the United States and matriculated at Harvard.
Graduating in 2 years, he read law at Newburyport, Mass., won
admittance to the barin 1790, and set up practice in Boston. During
the next 4 years, he also wrote on political topics, mainly in defense
of Washington’s administration, in which his father served as Vice
President.
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John Quincy Adams. one of our most distinguished diplomats. sat for this portrait
at the age of 29 while visiting London

Washington then appointed Adams as Minister to Holland
(1794-96). From 1797 to 1801, under his father, he served as
Minister to Prussia. In the former year, he married Louisa C.
Johnson, daughter of a U.S. consular official whom he had met
earlier while in LLondon on diplomatic business. They were to have
three sons, including Charles Francis, and one daughter.

Returning to Boston in 1801, John Quincy resumed his law
practice. The following year, failing to win election to the U.S.
House of Representatives, he entered the State senate, soon
followed by service in the U.S. Senate (1803-8). His independent
actions, however, cost him the support of the Federalist Party and
in 1808 he resigned from it and the Senate. Although he was later to
become affiliated with the Democratic-Republican, National
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Chief U.S. plenipotentiary John Quincy Adams shakes hands on Christmas Eve,
1814, with his British counterpart. Lord Gambier. after the signing of the Treaty of
Ghent. which ended the War of 1812,

Republican, and Whig Parties, he was to exhibit individualistic
political tendencies for the rest of his life.

Adams moved back to Cambridge, where 2 years earlier he had
accepted a position as professor of rhetoric and oratory at Harvard
(1806-9). While Minister to Russia (1809-14), under Madison, in
1811 he turned down a Presidential offer to sit on the U.S. Supreme
Court. In 1814 he and four other commissioners negotiated the
Treaty of Ghent, which ended the War of 1812. Subsequently he
served as Minister to Britain (1815-17).

Back in the United States, in the period 1817-25 Adams made a
notable mark as Monroe’s Secretary of State. Among his other
accomplishments, he was instrumental in the acquisition of
Florida from Spain, arranged for joint Anglo-American occupancy
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of Oregon, gained Spanish recognition of U.S. claims to the Pacific
Northwest, and helped formulate the Monroe Doctrine.

In 1824 Adams barely won election to the Presidency because of
extreme factionalism in the one existing party, the Democratic-
Republican. Three opposition candidates came to the fore from the
South: William H. Crawford of Georgia, Andrew Jackson of
Tennessee, and Henry Clay of Kentucky. Although Jackson won a
plurality of the electoral votes, none of the four candidates obtained
the required majority. In the subsequent maneuvering in the House
of Representatives, Clay, who had drawn the least number and
disliked Jackson, threw his support to Adams. When the latter
appointed Clay as Secretary of State, Jackson’s followers charged
that the two had made a “corrupt bargain.”

Despite his unsubstantial mandate, Adams advocated a bold
program of domestic reform. To spur commerce, he urged the
utilization of Federal funds to build a comprehensive system of
roads and canals. As a means of stimulating manufacturing, he
recommended a high protective tariff. He also stressed the need for
Government encouragement of the arts and sciences, including
establishment of a national university, erection of an observatory,
and financing of scientific expeditions.

Because of the prevailing belief in a minimal governmental role
in economic affairs, as well as opposition from constitutionalists
and States righters, Adams’ proposals failed to stir the public. Also
his defense of Indian rights in Georgia, disdain of States rights,
and distaste for slavery offended many groups. Even his nonparti-
san appointments yielded him little credit.

By the time Adams sought reelection in 1828, his followers had
coalesced with those of Clay to form the National Republicans.
They encountered the superbly organized campaign apparatus of
Jackson, whose party retained the Democratic-Republican name.
In a mud-slinging contest, Adams met a disastrous defeat. Aged
61, he returned to his beloved “Peacefield,” Mass. That same year,
his 28-year-old son, the eldest, George Washington Adams, died
under tragic circumstances.

Nevertheless, Adams inaugurated a distinguished 17-year career
in the House of Representatives (1831-48)—the only ex-President to
serve in that body. He won the epithet “Old Man Eloquent.”
Always an opponent of slavery, hopeful of eventual emancipation
but not a rabid abolitionist, he fought against the extension of
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slavery into the western Territories and took other steps against
the institution. He also protested the Mexican War (1846-48).

On the other hand, Adams pushed the advancement of science.
He sponsored establishment of the Smithsonian Institution (1846),
continued to advocate a Federal astronomical observatory, and
favored the standardization of weights and measures. Somehow,
during these years he also worked on his father’s papers, wrote
three volumes of poetry and two biographies, and sat on the
Harvard board of overseers.

During a debate in February 1848, the 80-year-old Adams
suffered a stroke in the House Chamber and died 2 days later.

—
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John Quincy Adams enjoyed a remarkable career in the U.S. House of
Representatives after his Presidency. He died in the Capitol in 1848 not
long after being stricken during a debate.
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Andrew Jackson
SEVENTH PRESIDENT 1829-37

The first Chief Executive elected from west of the
Alleghenies, the first from other than Virginia or
Massachusetts, and the first nonaristocrat, frontier-
born Jackson sought to represent the common man.
Yet he had become a rich planter and had served in
both Houses of Congress. But it was the charisma of
“0ld Hickory,” his renown as a military hero and
Indian fighter, and his astuteness in politics that
assured his election as President. He not only
expanded the powers of the office but also virtually
redefined them.

Jackson was born of poor, newly immigrated parents in 1767. His
first home was a log cabin in the Waxhaws region, on the North-
South Carolina border. His boyhood was turbulent and insecure.
He never knew his father, who died in an accident about 2 weeks
before his birth. Andrew’s two older brothers, Robert and Hugh, as
well as an uncle with whom he stayed for awhile, furnished him
with guidance, though he early demonstrated a strong temper and
aggressive manner. He learned to read and write at a local school.

At the age of 13, during the War for Independence, Jackson
enlisted in the militia and participated in some skirmishes. The
next year, the British captured him and Robert, both of whom
were wounded, but their mother won their release. En route home,
Robert died of smallpox and exposure; Hugh had been killed
earlier.

The following year, Mrs. Jackson died while on her way to
Charleston to nurse two cousins who were incarcerated on a British
prison ship. Young Andrew at first compensated for his loneliness
with rowdiness and wild living. After a stay in Charleston, he
returned to his relatives in the Waxhaws, where he taught school
for a short time and then attended an academy in Charlotte, N.C.

In 1784, despite his meager education, Jackson journeyed to
Salisbury, N.C., to read law and stayed there for about 2 years. He
then lived briefly in Morganton and Martinsville, N.C., and was
admitted to the bar in 1787. The next year, taking a position as a
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public prosecutor, he moved west to what was to become Tennessee,
at first to Jonesboro and then Nashville; in 1790 he became
attorney general of the Western District of North Carolina (present
Tennessee).

Jackson married Rachel Donelson Robards in 1791; the cere-
mony had to be repeated several years later because of a legal
technicality in her divorce from her first husband. This kept the
tongues of Jackson’s political enemies wagging throughout his
career. Deeply devoted to each other, the couple forged a happy but
childless marriage, though they adopted a son of Rachel’s brother
and renamed him Andrew Jackson, Jr.

Jackson thrived on the frontier. Yet, while active as public
prosecutor, land-slave-horse speculator, judge advocate in the
county militia, lawyer, landowner, storekeeper, and politician, he
experienced many economic ups and downs. He also often brawled
and fought several duels, in one of which he killed a man who had
slurred Mrs. Jackson.

In 1796 Jackson attended the constitutional convention that
organized the State of Tennessee. He served as its first U.S.
Representative (1796-97), U.S. Senator (1797-98), and judge of the
State superior court (1798-1804). During this time, in 1802, he was
elected a major general in the Tennessee militia. Two years later,
he purchased The Hermitage plantation and between then and
1812 spent most of his time managing it and his other holdings.

During the War of 1812 (1812-14), Jackson led his militia to
victory over the Creek Indians at the Battle of Horseshoe Bend,
Ala. (1814). This won him a major generalship in the Regular
Army, as well as national fame. On January 8, 1815, after the
treaty ending the war was signed, his hastily assembled and
motley army defeated the British Regulars at the Battle of New
Orleans (Chalmette). This further enhanced his prestige.

In 1817 Jackson commanded U.S. forces in the First Seminole
War (1817-18), but, exceeding his instructions, he invaded Spanish
West Florida. Following U.S. acquisition of Florida by treaty in
1821, he served a few months as its first Territorial Governor. In
1823 he was reelected to the U.S. Senate from Tennessee.

Spurred by his military fame and strong frontier support, in 1824
Jackson ran for President along with three other Democratic-
Republican candidates; none of them gained a majority. Although
Jackson won the greatest number of popular and electoral votes, he
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KING ANDREW THE FIRST,

This cartoon, which satirizes Jackson's vigorous assertion of Presidential
authority, depicts him as a tyrannical veto-wielder who tramples on the
Constitution, the judiciary, and Whig programs.
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In this 1836 cartoon, Jackson flees from banker Nicholas Biddle, who has
frustrated his attempt to abolish the Bank of the United States. Jackson's mantle
of office falls to Van Buren.

lost to John Quincy Adams when the House settled the election
early in 1825. That same year, the aggrieved J ackson resigned from
the Senate to devote his full time to pursuit of the Presidency.

During the mud-slinging campaign of 1828, John Quincy Adams’
followers painted Jackson as an uncouth and dangerous savage
whose election would bring the reign of the mob. On the other hand,
Jackson’s backers pictured him as a military hero, frontiersman,
and champion of the average man; and Adams as a patrician
easterner, who was a “corrupt bargainer.” Jackson won, carrying
the South and West and obtaining key votes in Pennsylvania and
New York.

Jackson’s victory was the first in the modern sense because by
1828 all States except Delaware and South Carolina chose their
electors by popular vote. On inaugural day, his supporters—
frontiersmen, farmers, planters, laborers, artisans, mechanics,
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tradespeople, and businessmen—took over the White House. But
this event was tempered with sadness. His wife had died just after
the election.

Jackson, who combined effectively the roles of chief of party,
chief of state, and Chief Executive, substantially enhanced the
power of the office. Asserting his authority and independence, he
refused to yield to Congress or his department heads in policymak-
ing, wielded strong party leadership, and vigorously applied the
veto. To assure a politically loyal bureaucracy, he took one more
step toward establishment of a “spoils system.” He trusted his
“kitchen cabinet,” a group of unofficial advisers, more than his
official Cabinet.

The National Republicans, or Whigs, led by Henry Clay and
Daniel Webster, charged that Jackson was a dictator, “King
Andrew 1. But the majority of Americans disagreed and in 1832,
by which time his party had adopted the Democratic name,
decisively reelected him. Attesting to his success was his trium-
phant tour of the Middle Atlantic and New England States the
following year.

One of Jackson’s greatest coups, involving a bitter interparty
fight, was the congressional upholding of his veto of the recharter
of the Second Bank of the United States. It was a private
corporation but for all practical purposes a Government-sponsored
monopoly that regulated the money supply. He doubted its
constitutionality and felt it was responsive only to the vested
interests who controlled it.

Jackson won his second major victory during the nullification
controversy. Although he held slaves himself and understood the
anger of South Carolinians over the high tariff, which protected
northern manufacturing, he refused to permit them to carry out
Vice President John C. Calhoun’s plan under which a State might
nullify an unpopular Federal law.

Proclaiming “Union” to be the most fundamental of national
values, in 1832 Jackson met the challenge to Federal authority,
which included threats of secession, by mobilizing troops to enforce
the tariff in South Carolina. Coupled with a congressional
compromise that gradually reduced the tariff, Jackson’s strong
stand forced the nullifiers to back down.

In Indian affairs, reflecting his and other frontiersmen’s dislike
of natives, Jackson defied the Supreme Court and relocated the
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Five Civilized Nations from the Southeast to present Oklahoma. To
force the rebellious Seminoles to comply, he launched the Second
Seminole War (1835-42).

Jackson was also active in foreign affairs. He sought to purchase
Texas and California from Mexico, but met rebuff. When Texans
revolted against the Mexican Government, Jackson kept the
United States officially neutral, though he strongly sympathized
with the Texan cause. As one of his last official acts, he appointed
a Minister to the newly independent republic.

Jackson scored some diplomatic triumphs. He settled contested
claims that the United States had long held against European
states for property seized in the Napoleonic Wars; negotiated a
reciprocal trade agreement with Great Britain to permit free trade
with the British West Indies; and dispatched the first major
American diplomatic mission to Asia, which resulted in treaties
with Siam and Muscat.

Jackson helped his Vice President, Martin Van Buren, obtain the
Presidential nomination and was the first President to campaign
actively for his chosen successor. In 1837, almost 70 years of age, he
retired to The Hermitage. He devoted considerable time to
managing it and his other properties; experienced some financial
woes, created principally by his spendthrift adopted son; advised
Van Buren; continued to play a role in the Democratic Party;
espoused the annexation of Texas; and helped expansionist
James K. Polk, rather than Van Buren, who had opposed the an-
nexation, win the Democratic nomination for the Presidency in
1844.

Almost deaf and also blind in one eye and suffering the effects
from various illnesses and wounds that had plagued him over the
years, Jackson died in 1845.
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Martin Van Buren
EIGHTH PRESIDENT 1837-41

A sagacious lawyer and master politician who earned
the epithet “Red Fox of Kinderhook,” Van Buren was
the prime architect of the Democratic Party coalition
that helped elect Jackson, served as his Secretary of
State and Vice President, and was his handpicked
successor as President. Unfortunately, Van Buren'’s
term of office coincided with a severe economic
depression not of his own making, and his steps to
alleviate it were ineffective. His opposition to the
annexation of Texas further hurt his popularity, in the
West and South. His two attempts to regain the office
failed.

The first President born after the Declaration of Independence
and the first under the U.S. flag, Van Buren began life at
Kinderhook, Columbia County, N.Y., in 1782. His father, who had
fought in the War for Independence, won his livelihood as a
tavernkeeper and farmer. Young Van Buren attended village
schools for several years. At the age of 14, he read law with a local
attorney but soon moved to New York City to pursue his legal
studies. He then returned to Kinderhook and was admitted to the
bar in 1803. Four years later, he wed Hannah Hoes, who was to give
birth to four sons before she died 12 years later; he never remarried.

Shortly after Van Buren’s marriage, he moved to nearby
Hudson, N.Y. Between then and 1820, in a rapid political
ascendancy, he held the offices of surrogate of Columbia County,
State senator, and State attorney general; and organized the
Albany Regency, a powerful political organization whose chief tool
was patronage. In 1821, by which time he had become identified
with the Democratic-Republican Party, he was elected to the U.S.
Senate (1821-28), though he remained active in State politics. In the
national arena, he backed William H. Crawford for President in
1824, and opposed the John Quincy Adams administration.

By 1827 Van Buren had become the most influential northern
supporter of Andrew Jackson, and the following year engineered
the successful merger of Jackson, Calhoun, and Crawford forces
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Van Buren as a young man.

that carried Jackson into the Presidency. To aid Jackson further
and retain his power in the State, that same year Van Buren, who
became known as the “Little Magician” for his small stature and
political prowess, resigned from the Senate and won the governor-
ship of New York. Within 3 months, however, he resigned to take
the position of Secretary of State (1829-31), where he served with
distinction and became Jackson’s most trusted adviser. His loyalty
during a Cabinet imbroglio brought him appointment as Minister
to Great Britain, but the President’s enemies in Congress blocked
the confirmation.
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In 1832 Van Buren replaced Calhoun as Vice President on the
Jacksonian ticket. Four years later, in an invective-filled
campaign, he won the Presidency over several sectionally nominat-
ed Whig candidates. Only 3 months later, the Panic of 1837,
precipitated in part by Jackson’s policies, particularly his stand on
hard money, initiated a 5-year-long nationwide depression that
lasted long enough to insure Van Buren’s defeat in 1840.

Based on his belief that business recklessness and overextension
of credit were the cause, Van Buren reduced Government spending,
particularly aid for internal improvements, and employed other
deflationary tactics. None succeeded. As part of his economic
policy, like Jackson he opposed creation of a new bank of the
United States on the pattern of the old one, but he disliked
Jackson’s practice of assigning Government funds to State banks.
The remedy he proposed was an independent Government treasury
system, which Congress refused to authorize until 1840.

Van Buren's inauguration, in the old House Chamber of the Capitol.
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Van Buren sought the Presidency twice after he left office and was nominated

once, by the antislavery Free Soil Party in 1848. Winning no electoral votes. he
failed to bridge the chasm between the Democratic and Whig platforms. as this
cartoon indicates. Salt River symbolizes political oblivion.

Van Buren had been elected on a platform that opposed the
extension of slavery but allowed it to continue where it already
existed. He tried to still southern secessionist rumblings and
blocked the annexation of Texas because it would add to slave
territory and carried a threat of war with Mexico. This cost him his
popularity in the West and South, as well as Jackson’s support.

Although disaster befell his domestic policies, Van Buren was
successful in foreign affairs. When passions rose on both sides of
the Canadian border over the aid of the American citizens to
Canadian revolutionaries and over the exact location of the Maine-
Canadian border, he acted with restraint to avoid bloodshed and
initiated a diplomatic interchange that was later resolved in the
Webster-Ashburton Treaty (1842).
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Whig William Henry Harrison battered Van Buren in 1840.
Many conservative Democrats defected, and Van Buren failed to
win even his home State. L.eaving office, he took up residence at
Lindenwald, an estate in Kinderhook. He continued to figure
prominently in National and State politics, though he rejected
President John Tyler’s offer of a seat on the Supreme Court.

In 1844 Van Buren failed in a bid for the Democratic Presidential
nomination, mainly because of his continued opposition to the
annexation of Texas. The next year, he spurned Polk’s offer of the
post of Minister to Great Britain. During the period 1846-48, he led
the antislavery wing of the Democratic Party, which was alined
against the expansionist policies of James K. Polk.

In 1848 Van Buren again ran for President as the Free Soil, or
antislavery, candidate, but did not receive any electoral votes.
Although he supported the Compromise of 1850, he became
increasingly disenchanted with the pro-southern positions of
Presidents Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan. Near the end of
his life, Van Buren endorsed Lincoln’s efforts to limit slavery and
preserve the Union.

A highlight of Van Buren’s twilight years was an extensive tour
of western Europe in the years 1853-55. During this time, while
staying at the Villa Falangola in Sorrento, Italy, he began work on
his autobiography and a political history. But his stay was ended
prematurely by the need to accompany home the body of one of his
sons who had died in Paris. Van Buren died in 1862 at the age of 79.
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William Henry Harrison
NINTH PRESIDENT 1841

“Tippecanoe” Harrison, the oldest President at
inaugural and the last to be born a British subject,
was the first Whig to hold the office and the first
incumbent to die. His term, a mere month, was the
shortest on record. Like Jackson, he was an erstwhile
frontier general and war hero, but he was born in a
Tidewater Virginia mansion instead of in a
backwoods log cabin. His grandson, Benjamin,
became the 23d President.

Harrison, the youngest of seven children, was the son of planter
Benjamin Harrison, who signed the Declaration of Independence
and served as Governor of Virginia. The youth was born in 1773 at
Berkeley plantation. He received his elementary education at home
and attended Hampden-Sydney College, probably some time
during the years 1787-90, but apparently did not graduate. In the
latter year, he matriculated at an academy in Southampton, Va.,
and later in the year began studying medicine in Richmond and
then in Philadelphia, but he never qualified as a doctor.

In 1791, after his father’s death, Harrison turned to a military
career. Accepting a commission as an ensign in the Army, he was
assigned to the Northwest Territory and based at Fort Washington,
in the Cincinnati area. As an aide to Gen. “Mad Anthony” Wayne,
in 1794 he fought against the Indians in the Battle of Fallen
Timbers, Ohio. The next year, he married Anna Symmes, daughter
of a prominent land speculator-colonizer, from whom the couple
apparently purchased a log cabin and a large tract of land in North
Bend, Ohio, near Cincinnati.

After 3 more years of military service, Harrison resigned from the
Army and served briefly as Secretary of the Northwest Territory.
As its first Delegate to Congress (1799-1800), he was instrumental
in obtaining legislation splitting off Indiana Territory from the
Northwest Territory. In the latter year, President John Adams
appointed him as Governor of Indiana Territory (1801-12). During
this time, he lived in Vincennes and resided mainly in Grouseland,
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This portrait of William Henry Harrison, painted in Philadelphia, shows him at the
age of 27 while he was serving as the Northwest Territory’'s Delegate to
Congress.

which he built in 1803-4. Although theoretically he was charged
with protecting the rights of the Indians, his actual primary
assignment was to effect cession of their lands to expedite white
settlement. His success generated strong Indian resistance.

In 1811, to suppress a confederation led by the Shawnee chief
Tecumseh and his half-brother The Prophet, Harrison took
advantage of the former’s journey to the South in search of allies
and attacked Prophet’s Town, an Indian stronghold near Tippeca-
noe Creek. After a brief but bloody battle, Harrison’s forces burned
the town and scattered the inhabitants. Although the battle was
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celebrated as a great victory and was to make Harrison a national
hero, it was actually indecisive and military losses were far heavier
than those of the natives. The Indians were driven into the hands
of the British, and resistance remained intense.

After the outbreak of the War of 1812, Harrison obtained another
opportunity to quash the Indians. Quickly winning the rank of
brigadier general in the Regular Army, he was chosen to command
U.S. forces in the old Northwest. After training his inexperienced
troops and participating in various engagements, he recaptured
Detroit from the British and in October 1813, by which time he had
become a major general, defeated them and their Indian allies in
the Battle of the Thames, in Canada, during which Tecumseh was
killed. Indian resistance in the Northwest disintegrated, and the
British were afterward unable to mount offensive action there.

In 1814, after a disagreement with the Secretary of War, Harrison
resigned his commission and moved back to North Bend. He
mingled farming and some unsuccessful commercial ventures with
political activity. His offices included U.S. Representative (1816-
19), State senator (1819-21), U.S. Senator (1825-28), and Minister
to Colombia (1828-29). For the next 7 years, to support his family,
he held minor local governmental posts in North Bend and ran his
farm, which grew into a thriving estate.

In 1836 Harrison was one of the regional Whig candidates who
unsuccessfully challenged Van Buren for the Presidency. In the
wake of the subsequent economic depression, the Whigs, sensing
victory over Van Buren, decided to nominate a military hero for the
1840 race and rallied behind Harrison, hero of Tippecanoe, under
the slogan “Tippecanoe and Tyler, too.” In a circus-like and
acrimonious campaign, the Whigs painted the aristocratic Harri-
son as a log-cabin-dwelling, hard-cider-drinking frontiersman
who was a major military hero; Van Buren was labeled as a
champagne-sipping dandy and plutocrat. Coonskin caps, minia-
ture log cabins, and plenty of hard cider appeared at Whig rallies.

Harrison’s solid victory brought joy to his party, especially to
leaders Henry Clay and Daniel Webster, who anticipated they
would dominate the administration. Webster accepted the office of
Secretary of State, and Clay planned to supervise enactment of his
long-advocated “American System” from the Senate. Harrison
immediately summoned a special session of Congress to deal with
the Nation’s economic problems.
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Sheet music published during Harrison's vigorous Presidential campaign in 1840.
The Whigs claimed their aristocratic candidate was a log-cabin-dwelling
frontiersman.
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As Governor of Indiana Territory, Harrison shoved the Indians aside to expedite
white settlement. This sketch depicts one of his acrimonious meetings with
Tecumseh, who led the opposition

But, within a month after taking office, Harrison was dead, at the
age of 68, the victim of exhaustion and pneumonia, likely
contracted during exertions associated with the inaugural. Mrs.
Harrison, who had not yet arrived in Washington because of
illness, survived him by more than 22 years. She had given birth to
six sons and four daughters. Their father was buried in North
Bend.






John Tyler

TENTH PRESIDENT  1841-45

Tyler, a Democrat turned Whig, was the first Vice
President to succeed to the Presidency upon the
death of an incumbent. Although his opponents
labeled him “His Accidency,” he rejected their belief
that he should serve merely as an Acting President,
and in a precedent-setting action pursued an
independent course and claimed the full powers of
the position. Because of his clash with his own party,
he was threatened with impeachment. The major goal
of his stormy administration was the annexation of
Texas, which was in sight as his term ended.

Like his immediate predecessor, Harrison, Tyler was the scion of
a distinguished Virginia planter family and came from the same
county, Charles City. He was born at Greenway estate in 1790,
the second son and sixth child of eight. His mother died when he
was only 7 years of age. After attending a local private school, he
studied at a grammar school associated with the College of William
and Mary and then at the college itself, from which he graduated in
1807. He read law with his father, soon to be elected Governor, and
then with Edmund J. Randolph in Richmond.

In 1809 Tyler was admitted to the bar and began practice in his
home county. Two years later, he entered the Virginia House of
Delegates (1811-16) and later the Council of State (1816). During
the War of 1812, he served as a militia captain in the Williamsburg-
Richmond area, but never saw action. In 1813 he married Letitia
Christian; she was to bear eight children, three sons and five
daughters, before her death at the White House in 1842. By a
second wife, Julia Gardiner, whom he wed 2 years later, while still
President, Tyler had five sons and two daughters.

In the U.S. House of Representatives (1816-21), a staunch
Democratic-Republican, Tyler took proslavery, strict construction-
ist, and States rights positions. Following another tour in the
Virginia House of Delegates (1823-25) he served as Governor
(1825-27), and then sat in the U.S. Senate (1827-36), during which
time he took part in the Virginia constitutional convention of 1829-
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30. As a Senator, he backed Jackson for President in 1828 as the
lesser of two evils, though he personally disliked him and, like
many other Tidewater planters, opposed many of his policies.

By 1836 Tyler’s rupture with the Democrats was complete. He
resigned his Senate seat and became a nominal Whig, though he
disagreed with the ultranationalistic and antislavery positions of
many party leaders. That year, as a southerner with a Democratic
background to broaden the appeal of the ticket, he was selected as
one of the Whig regional Vice-Presidential candidates. He was not
elected but achieved the honor 4 years later, after a final period of
service in the Virginia House of Delegates (1839-40).

Following the death of President Harrison, the Whigs had to
reckon with “Tyler, too,” the youngest President (51 years old)
inaugurated until that time. When he insisted on the role of a duly-
elected President rather than that of acting Chief Executive, the
Whigs, most of whom represented a northern and western point of
view and were led by Henry Clay, still hoped he would adopt their
programs.

But many Whig ideas offended Tyler’s principles. He opposed a
national bank, a high tariff, and federally financed public
improvements. The result was a controversial administration.
After his second veto of a national bank bill, all his Cabinet
members except Secretary of State Daniel Webster resigned. Tyler
replaced them with conservatives and kept himself at odds with the
congressional majority, repeatedly vetoing legislation it favored.
The Whigs expelled him from the party, even considered impeach-
ing him, the first time such an action was contemplated against a
President, and pushed through a House resolution censuring him.
Congress even refused to provide funds for the upkeep of the White
House and, on the last day of his administration, for the first time
in history, overrode a Presidential veto.

Despite these difficulties, Tyler accomplished much in foreign
and domestic affairs. The Webster-Ashburton Treaty (1842) ended
years of dispute over a section of the Canadian border and provided
for joint United States-British naval patrols off Africa to suppress
the slave trade. The Navy was reorganized, and the forerunners of
the Naval Observatory and the Weather Bureau were established.
The Second Seminole War came to an end. Far East trade increased
because of a commercial treaty with China, the first the United
States negotiated with that country. A congressional act, supported
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Tyler. who fancied himself as something of a political “outlaw,” renamed the

estate he purchased in 1842 while President as "Sherwood Forest,” after Robin
Hood's hideout.

by Tyler, gave western settlers first claim to plots of land before
they went on public sale and later the opportunity to buy them.

Tyler’s last and perhaps most significant act as President paved
the way for annexation of Texas. Most of the Whigs in Congress
felt it would strengthen slavery. Aware of their sentiments but
fearful that foreign intrigue might permanently alienate Texas and
her rich cotton lands from the United States, Tyler opened
negotiations with Texas. In 1844 officials signed a treaty agreeing
to annexation if the U.S. Government would assume a substantial
part of the Texas public debt. Northern antislavery forces in the
Senate commanded enough votes to reject the treaty.

Tyler was undaunted. In 1844, virtually a man without a party,
he accepted the Presidential nomination offered by a group of his
followers, but threw his support to James K. Polk before the
election. Taking Polk’s victory as a mandate but realizing he could
never obtain the necessary two-thirds majority for the annexation
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treaty in the Senate, T'yler used the remainder of his term to push it
through Congress by means of a joint resolution of both Houses,
which required only a simple majority vote. Just a few days before
he left office, Congress approved the measure offering Texas the
opportunity to join the Union.

Tyler retired to Sherwood Forest, an estate near his birthplace he
had bought in 1842. Although a supporter of slavery, during the
ensuing years of national tumult he long remained relatively
inactive except for managing his plantation. In 1860, however,
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The assertive Tyler, who assumed office upon the death of William Henry
Harrison, met exceptional opposition both from his fellow Whigs. especially Henry
Clay (left), and from the Democrats. He is shown here armed with his veto sword
and beleaguered by political enemies (mice).

Tyler during his retirement.
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alarmed at the growing national schism and hoping to avert a civil
war, he appealed for moderation. He urged the secessionists to
exercise caution, and chaired the ill-fated Washington Peace
Convention (February 1861), which vainly sought a sectional
compromise on the extension of slavery. He then served in the
Virginia secession convention and won election to the Confederate
Congress. In January 1862, while awaiting the convening of the
latter body, in Richmond, Va., he was suddenly stricken ill and died
there a few days later.




James K. Polk

ELEVENTH PRESIDENT  1845-49

Polk, who won office on an expansionistic platform,
pushed the national boundaries to the Pacific, led the
Nation through the Mexican War, and settled the
Oregon question with Great Britain. A protégé of
Jackson and sometimes called “Young Hickory,” he
was the first “dark-horse” Presidential candidate and
an energetic and effective Chief Executive. By choice,
he served only a single term, and died soon
thereafter.

Polk, the eldest of 10 children, was born at a log farmhouse near
the city of Charlotte, N.C., in 1795. When he was 11 years old,
his family moved to the vicinity of Columbia, Tenn., where the
father prospered in farming. Sickly during most of his childhood,
the youth, though studious by nature, received little formal
education.

In 1818 Polk graduated with honors from the University of North
Carolina. He briefly returned to his home near Columbia and then
read law in Nashville for a year; in 1820 he was admitted to the bar
and began practicing in Columbia. Before long, he became
prominent in the profession, and was elected to the lower house of
the State legislature (1823-25). In 1824 he married Sarah Childress;
they had no children. During this period, he initiated a lifetime
political alliance and friendship with Gen. Andrew Jackson, a
friend of his father.

During Polk’s years in the U.S. House of Representatives (1825-
39), including the speakership (1835-39), he came to lead Jackson’s
followers. During the years 1839-41, he served as Governor of
Tennessee, but was afterward twice defeated for reelection. In 1840
he acquired Polk Place, in Nashville, his principal residence for the
rest of his life.

In the Presidential election of 1844, Van Buren was the likely
Democratic candidate, but his opposition to the annexation of
Texas prevented him from mustering sufficient southern votes to
win the nomination. A deadlock ensued and, Polk, a “dark horse”
who had been mentioned as a Vice-Presidential possibility, was
named.
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Polk campaigned against Whig Henry Clay on a platform
favoring the annexation of Texas, the acquisition of California,
and the “reoccupation” of Oregon (“54°40" or Fight”). Alluding to
Polk’s relative obscurity, the Whigs asked: “Who is James K.
Polk?” But expansionist sentiment in the country was strong
enough to bring him victory, though the election was extremely
close and he did not even win his home State.

At 49 years of age, Polk was the youngest Chief Executive to
serve until his time. Stating in advance that he would not seek
reelection, he followed a strenuous schedule designed to carry out
his program in a single term. One of his immediate problems was
the possibility of war with Mexico. She severed diplomatic relations
over the U.S. offer of annexation to Texas, which Polk nevertheless
completed later in the year.

Hoping to settle matters peaceably but also determined to acquire
California, Polk dispatched diplomat John Slidell to Mexico City
with orders to obtain acceptance of the Rio Grande as the Texas
boundary and to offer to purchase all or part of the present
Southwest, including California. Mexican nationalists were
outraged, and Slidell was not received. Meantime, Polk had
deployed an army under Gen. Zachary Taylor to the disputed area
between the Nueces and the Rio Grande in Texas. In April 1846
Mexican troops killed part of a patrol and captured the rest of it.

Polk, asserting that U.S. blood had been shed on U.S. soil, won
a congressional declaration of war despite fervent opposition from
antislavery northerners. In the months that followed, the Army
won spectacular victories, which culminated in the capture of
Mexico City in September 1847. The year before, California had
fallen in the Bear Flag Revolt, accomplished by rebellious
American settlers and abetted by naval and overland military
forces. In the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848), Mexico
surrendered the bulk of the present U.S. Southwest and recognized
the Rio Grande as the boundary of Texas; the United States paid
$15 million to Mexico and assumed the claims of American citizens
against the Mexican Government.

In the Northwest, Polk did not resort to war, which neither the
United States, involved in the Mexican War, nor Britain wanted.
But he settled the problem of Oregon, which the two nations had
jointly occupied since 1818. In 1846, well aware of the large British
investment in northern Oregon, Polk agreed to a northern U.S.
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Proclamation of war against Mexico. signed by James K. Polk as well
as Secretary of State and future President James Buchanan.
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Polk's inauguration at the Capitol in 1845.

boundary line at the 49th parallel (except for the southern tip of
Vancouver Island) instead of 54°40’. This dismayed northern
expansionists, who resented his compromise on this issue in
contrast to his apparent tenaciousness on behalf of southern
slaveholders in the Southwest.

Thus, in a brief period, Polk completed the acquisition of the
territory embracing the bulk of the present contiguous 48 States.
But this spectacular success had its negative side. His actions
helped divide the Democratic Party into anti- and pro-slavery
wings; and the need to organize the new Territories precipitated
quarrels in both parties over the extension of slavery. Furthermore,
the military victories in the Mexican War strengthened the Whigs,
for heroes Zachary Taylor and Winfield Scott were rapidly
becoming their leading prospects as Presidential candidates.

Polk’s domestic accomplishments were dwarfed by the magni-
tude of his territorial achievements. Tariffs were reduced, the
Treasury was reorganized by the establishment of branches in big
cities, and the U.S. Naval Academy and Smithsonian Institution
were established.

As Polk had promised, he quit the Presidency in 1849 after a
single term. Hard work had taken its toll. Less than 3 months after
he left office, he died at his home in Nashville.






Ziachary Taylor

TWELFTH PRESIDENT  1849-50

“Old Rough and Ready” Zachary Taylor, who at the
time of his election was a national hero for his recent
Mexican War service, was the first professional
soldier to occupy the White House and the first Chief
Executive to lack elective political experience.
Although a southerner and a slaveholder, during his
brief 16 months in office he fought against the
extension of slavery into the newly acquired
Southwest and, eschewing compromise, threatened
the use of military force against secessionists to
preserve the Union.

Taylor, the third son in a large family, was born into the Virginia
planter class at Orange County in 1784. His parents soon moved to
the outskirts of Louisville, Ky., where in a few years they built
Springfield as their residence. Tutors provided Taylor with an
elementary education. In his late teens, he joined the Kentucky
militia, and in 1808 entered the Regular Army and served as an
infantry lieutenant at New Orleans. Two years later, on leave at
home, he married Margaret Mackall Smith. Two of their five
daughters were to die as children and one was to wed Jefferson
Davis; their only son, Richard, was to become a Confederate
general. A few months after his marriage, Zachary won a
captaincy.

Next based at Forts Knox and Harrison, in Indiana Territory,
Taylor took part in William Henry Harrison’s campaign against
the Indians and moved up to brevet major. During the War of 1812,
he served mainly in the same area, though he spent a few months
in present lowa and Illinois, and became a major. In 1815, irked by
a peacetime reduction in rank to captain, he resigned from the
Army, but the next year he was reappointed as a major.

Long years of garrison duty followed. For some time he was
stationed principally in the Mississippi Valley at posts scattered
from Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico. He saw action in the Black
Hawk War (1832), and advanced to a colonel. His next major
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The Mexican War victories of General Taylor, pictured here with some of his staff
at Monterrey, propelled him into the White House.

assignment was in Florida, in the years 1837-40, where his role in
the Second Seminole War gained him a brevet brigadier generalcy.
From 1840 to 1844, while headquartered at Baton Rouge, L.a., near
which he purchased property, he served for a time at Fort Smith,
Ark., and Fort Gibson, Okla.; established Fort Washita, Okla.; and
then assumed command of Fort Jesup, La.

In 1845 while Taylor was commanding the First Department of
the Army at the latter fort, President Polk ordered him to prepare to
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defend Texas against a possible Mexican invasion, and he
concentrated an army at Corpus Christi. The following January,
Polk directed him to advance into the area between the Nueces
River and the Rio Grande, which was disputed with Mexico.

Following the outbreak of hostilities there in the spring, before
the United States declared war against Mexico, he won quick
victories and the rank of brevet major general in battles at Palo
Alto and Resaca de la Palma. He subsequently crossed the Rio
Grande and scored another success at Monterrey, shortly before
which he became a major general in the Regular establishment.

But President Polk, dissatisfied with his independent manner of
command and aware of his growing popularity with the public and
his potential as a Presidential candidate for the Whigs, ordered him
to remain in northern Mexico and sent Gen. Winfield Scott to
capture Mexico City. Meantime, Taylor had triumphed again, at
Buena Vista in early 1847, though Polk had already stripped him of
most of his Regulars. Near the end of that year, his request to be
relieved was granted. He returned home to a hero’s welcome and
the Presidency.

Although many Whigs had opposed the war, Taylor was
attractive for a variety of reasons. His military record made him a
certain vote getter in all parts of the country. As a southerner who
owned a slave-operated plantation, he would strengthen the ticket
of a party that was strongest in the North. Finally, essentially
apolitical, he had not taken firm stands on any of the troublesome
issues of the day.

The Whigs, however, had to expend considerable energy to enlist
Taylor as their standard bearer. He disliked politics, had never
even voted in a Presidential election, and was aware of his
inexperience in statecraft. Even when a Whig faction induced him
to make the race, only a couple of months before the 1848
convention, he asserted that he would be a national rather than a
partisan President and that principle would prevail over party and
politics.

The prime election issue, an explosive one, was the extension of
slavery into the Southwest, newly acquired from Mexico. The
Whigs avoided this issue and touted Taylor’s military record. The
Democratic Party, represented by Lewis Cass, straddled the fence
by advocating popular sovereignty, or letting the residents of new
areas decide for themselves whether or not they wanted slavery.
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Many antislavery Democrats and some dissident Whigs defected to
the Free Soil Party. Its candidate, ex-President Martin Van Buren,
took a strong stand against the expansion of slavery. In the close
election, aided by the divisive influence of the Free Soilers, the
Whigs triumphed.

Taylor’s most urgent problem was the status of California and
New Mexico. The rush generated by the discovery of gold in
California in 1848 had created conditions that the new U.S.
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complex and troublesome issues of the day. This cartoon reflects the resultant
public uncertainty.

-~ \f -



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 133

e g

ORIGINAL PICTORIAL

ROUGH AND READY MELODIES,

No. 3.

& e .‘E
"";‘ﬁt tt‘ fo ‘c"‘ \
- L0 RN Ro
N = |
Y !
3
‘ e
| P
5%

o= o T NORTEN CEL:

Uncit Sax—You look vary precty, Mr. Gass, but you can’t come in; Pve bad se many of your sort sirvady that 1 hardly know aty own farm.

OLD ZACK TAYLOR IS THE MAN!

Tune—* Vankee Doodle.”

Old Zack Tavror is the man, | Polk thought when first the war began
His countrymen select him, : How grand he'd be in story !

He little dream’d how Zack would rise,
And carry off the glory.

Chorus—Old Zack Tarvror, &c.

In politics’ mysterious ways
10od often comes from evil ;-
8o Polk's ascendancy has brought
His party to the !
Chorus—Old Zacx Taxior, &e.

To fill the chair of Washington;
And surely they’il eleet him.

Chorug—Old Zack Tayror! keep himup!
Honmest, Rough and Ready !
We've a \mlchu in his life
He's good as he is steady.

| When Uncle Sam last let his farm,
| Right sorry soon he'd done it,

He saw them knock his fences down, | In Zack we know we've chosen well—
And poke-weeds overrun it. i The n':hk?. the undaunted-— N
Chorus—Old Zack Tavron! keep him up, &ec. ‘ One who's ““no private ends to serve,
| Is one we long have wanted.
But once again in careful hands, | Chorus—Old Zacx Tavror, &e.
‘ The right sort will be growing ; | Good cheer to every patriot’s heart—
As Uncle Sam found out one day, The field is to the trust
A Taylor apt at sow-ing. “ When thieves fall out, then honest men’—
Chorus—O01d Zack Tavror, &e. The proverb ’s old and musty.
43 Chorus—O01d Zack Tavror, &c.
The politicians now must learn
"T1s not for them to reap all; H So gassy Cass, why you must pass—
Thuugh they may mark out party lines, You shifting, sly pretender—
We've none for the whole people. We've tried the tricksters long enough—
We'll try our flag’s defender.
Chorus—O0Id Zack Tavror is the man, &ec. Chorus—Old Zack Taxvor, &c.
NEW=-YORK : Published by Heorton & Co. ers and P 60 Street.

Entered sccording to Act of Congross, in the year 1842, by T. Horton, in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of the United States for the Southern District of New-York.

Song sheets captioned “Old Zach Taylor is the Man!" were disseminated during
he 1848 election on behalf of “Old Rough and Ready."”
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military government was unable to control. New Mexican and
Texan contention over a strip of land between the Pecos River and
Rio Grande threatened to erupt into a full-blown war. Inhibited by
the inflammatory slavery issue, Polk had been unable to push
Territorial bills for California and New Mexico through Congress,
so Taylor inherited the task.

To the surprise of many people, Taylor soon demonstrated the
political independence he had stressed in his campaign. Despite his
southern background, his long military experience had made him
an ardent nationalist. He rejected a congressional compromise on
the slavery extension issue espoused by Whig leaders and
attempted to end the legislative dispute once and for all. To avoid
the crisis lengthy debates over the status of slavery in Federal
Territories would create, he sought to bring California and New
Mexico into the Union as States as soon as possible. In an echo of
the Democratic platform, he sent word to residents of the two areas
that they should decide the slavery issue for themselves. They
should then bypass the Territorial stage, and draw up “republican”
constitutions for admittance as States.

Congress, which felt it should make such a decision, was
offended, as were also most southerners and Democratic leaders,
who knew the two areas would prepare constitutions banning
slavery. Some leading northern Whigs wanted to compromise, and
the southern proslavery Whigs were incensed. Nevertheless, Taylor
stuck to his position. He reacted to threats of secession by vowing
to use military force if necessary to preserve the Union. Further-
more, he let it be known that, though he did not favor the Wilmot
Proviso, which would exclude slavery from the entire territory
acquired from Mexico, he would sign it if Congress passed it. He
managed to irritate southern opinion further by opposing an
expedition being organized to conquer Cuba. Even moderate
southern Whigs began to desert him.

Early in 1850 Taylor, averting the possibility of armed conflict
with Great Britain, negotiated the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. This
instrument attempted to resolve American and British disagree-
ments in Central America and to neutralize the region pending the
construction of a transoceanic canal.

Taylor was stricken suddenly on Independence Day 1850 at the
White House, shortly after attending a ceremony at the Washing-
ton Monument, and died a few days later at the age of 65. Congress
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soon compromised on the slavery issue. But, as he had foreseen, a
confrontation between the forces of union and disunion was
inevitable.



Millard Fillmore

THIRTEENTH PRESIDENT  1850-53

Fillmore, who succeeded to the Presidency on the
death of Taylor, inherited the controversy over the
extension of slavery into the Southwest that had
divided his predecessor and Congress. Fillmore’s
conciliatory policies spurred passage of the
Compromise of 1850. Although this proposal was
unpopular with many elements in both the South and
North and represented only a temporary and uneasy
sectional truce, it helped delay the outbreak of civil
war. Filimore also made notable achievements in
foreign affairs, particularly in Latin America and the
Far East.

Fillmore’s beginnings were humble. The first son and second
child in a family of nine, he enjoyed few advantages in his youth.
He was born in 1800 at Cayuga County, in the Finger Lakes region
on the central New York frontier, shortly after his parents had
moved there from Vermont. He received only limited primary
education at local schools, and worked on his father’s farm. In his
mid-teens he served as an apprentice for a short time in the cloth
trade and apparently worked in a store for awhile.

When Fillmore was about 18 years of age, he became acquainted
with a young teacher, Abigail Powers, who tutored him. He soon
also started to read law with a county judge, and instructed in a
rural school. His family moved west to the East Aurora area, near
Buffalo, N.Y., about 1819, and Millard followed them, probably 2
years later. He continued his legal study in Buffalo, and was
admitted to the bar in 1823. Three years later, he married Abigail;
they subsequently had a son and a daughter. The year they wed,
the couple built a home in East Aurora. He, as well as his wife,
taught there, and he practiced law.

Fillmore began his political career by helping to organize the
Antimasonic Party, and as a protégé of party boss Thurlow Weed
entered the State legislature (1829-31). In 1830 he moved to Buffalo,
his home for the rest of his life except while serving in Congress
and as President. During the years 1833-35 and 1837-43 he sat in
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the U.S. House of Representatives, and eventually chaired the
powerful Ways and Means Committee. In 1834 he followed Weed
into the Whig Party and became a leader of its antislavery wing. In
1843 he returned to Buffalo and practiced law.

In 1844 Fillmore unsuccessfully sought his party’s nomination
for Vice President and was narrowly defeated in a bid for the
governorship of New York. In 1847, however, he won election as
State comptroller. The next year, thanks largely to the backing of
the Clay faction, he was elected as Vice President under Taylor.
Although the latter kept him isolated from policymaking and
patronage, he judiciously chaired the increasingly vociferous
debate over slavery in the Senate.

But, when Taylor died in July 1850, Fillmore inherited responsi-
bility for dealing with the conflict. Civil war seemed imminent, but
the absence of Taylor’s opposition to passage of Clay’s Compro-
mise of 1850, which had created a deadlock with a divided Congress,
brought a new climate. Fillmore, who still personally disliked slav-
ery but was determined to be President of the whole country, threw
his power behind the compromise. He quickly replaced all Cabinet
members, and joined forces with the moderate Whigs who favored
the compromise. It was an omnibus of bills that sought a middle
ground between northern abolitionists and southern secessionists
to save the Union.

The congressional deadlock was broken when Democratic
Senator Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois took over management of
the compromise from the aged, ill, and exhausted Clay. This
bipartisan approach, coupled with Douglas’ wise division of the
compromise into a series of separate bills, eased its path.

Passed piecemeal in September 1850, the compromise admitted
California as a free State; founded Utah and New Mexico
Territories, whose residents were to choose whether or not slavery
would prevail in their State constitutions; settled the Texas-New
Mexico boundary dispute; abolished the slave trade (but not
slavery) in the District of Columbia; and created a strong Federal
fugitive slave law.

Although supporters of the compromise congratulated them-
selves that they had avoided civil strife, their work was fragile. The
measure was a compromise on an issue that could not be
compromised and did not settle the slavery controversy. Some
provisions offended the North; others, the South. The conflict had
not been solved; it would burst forth again.
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 1856.

VESPASIAN ELLIS, { o
SAMUEL C. BUSEY, }Ed“m-

FOR PRESIDENT,

MILLARD FILLMORE,

OF NEW YORK.
FOR VICE PRESIDENT,
ANDREW JACKSON DONELbON
OF TENNESSEE,

THE PEOPLE’S CANDBIDATES,
NOMINATED BY ACCLAMATION.

AMERICANS WILL RULE AMERICA !

e

When Fillmore sought to regain the Presidency in 1856 on the American, or
“Know Nothing™ Party ticket, he was paired with Andrew Jackson's nephew. Here
a party newspaper announces their candidacy.
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| the rascally aboliteonsst

THE RIGHT MAN FOR THE RIGHT PLACE.

Unlike his opponents, abolitionist Republican Fremont (left) and pro-South
Democrat Buchanan (right). during the 1856 campaign Fillmore failed to take a
stand on the major issue of the day. the extension of slavery. Because of the
division of his "Know Nothing™ supporters on that issue, he was soundly defeated

Congress and the Nation calmed, Fillmore turned his attention to
other matters. He aided Senator Douglas’ efforts to obtain Federal
grants for railroad construction. Fillmore also exerted initiative in
foreign relations. Trying to overcome the loss of good will in Latin
America generated by the Mexican War, he restored diplomatic
peace with Mexico; facilitated the negotiations whereby an
American company undertook to dig a transoceanic canal through
Nicaragua; and sought to deter filibusterers, including Americans,
who tried to overthrow the Spanish colonial government in Cuba.

In 1852 Fillmore dispatched Commodore Matthew C. Perry to
Japan to establish trade and diplomatic relations, a mission he was
to complete during the Pierce administration. Fillmore also refused
to yield to entreaties of the King of Hawaii, threatened by French



Despite the drubbing of the Fillmore-Donelson ticket in 1856, the American
National Council, the governing body of the American Party, met at Louisville the
next June to map future strategy.

domination, for U.S. annexation. But, pledged to protect Hawaii’'s
independence, Fillmore warned Napoleon III to abandon his
imperialistic plans there.

Northern Whigs, angered by Fillmore’s support of the Compro-
mise of 1850, prevailed at the contentious convention of 1852 and
blocked his renomination. The next year, his wife caught cold at
Pierce’s inauguration and died in Washington within weeks. The
bereaved widower went back to Buffalo. His sorrow soon increased
when his daughter died.

Despite the disintegration of the Whig Party, Fillmore refused to
join the Republicans. Instead, in 1856, while on an extensive tour of
Europe and the Mideast, he accepted the Presidential nomination
of the American, or “Know Nothing,” Party. He campaigned more
on the need for national unity than on the party’s anti-Catholic
and anti-foreign platform, but met overwhelming defeat. He never
again sought public office, but later backed the Democratic Party.

In 1858 Fillmore remarried, to widow Caroline Carmichael
McIntosh; she was to be childless. They honeymooned in Europe.
Back in Buffalo, Fillmore continued to play a leading role in its
philanthropic, civic, and cultural life. During the Civil War, he was
loyal to the Union, but opposed many of Lincoln’s policies and his
reelection. After Lincoln’s assassination, Fillmore supported
Johnson’s conciliatory stance toward the South. In 1866 Fillmore
again visited Europe. Reaching the age of 74, he lived until 1874
and was buried in Buffalo’s Forest Lawn Cemetery.



Franklin Pierce
FOURTEENTH PRESIDENT  1853-57

New Englander Pierce, a “dark-horse” candidate,
entered office during a period of relative and
deceptive calm on the slavery issue. Yet, though he
evoked a nationalistic vision of territorial expansion
and economic prosperity, his pro-southern policies
alienated many northerners and raised sectional
passions to a new pitch. The Kansas-Nebraska Act,
which he supported, sparked a tragic turn of events in
“bleeding Kansas.” His expansionist schemes, except
for the Gadsden Purchase, came to naught but served
to further inflame discontent over the extension of
slavery. Denied renomination, he retired to New
Hampshire after a single term and lived out his years
in restless disillusionment.

Born in 1804 at Hillsboro (Hillsborough), N.H., Pierce was the
first President to see the light of life in the 19th century. His father
was a farmer, tavernkeeper, militia leader, and politician. Young
Pierce, the fourth son from his father’s second marriage, attended a
local elementary school and then academies at nearby Hancock
and Francestown. In 1824 he graduated from Bowdoin College,
Brunswick, Maine. After a winter back home, he read law at
Portsmouth, N.H., Northampton, Mass., and Amherst, N.H.

Winning admission to the bar and returning to Hillsboro in 1827,
the same year his father attained the governorship, Pierce began to
practice. Two years later, at the age of 24, he was elected to the
lower house of the State legislature (1829-33) and rose to the
position of Speaker. Next came service in the U.S. House of
Representatives (1833-37) and the Senate (1837-42), where when
elected he was the youngest Member. In Congress he won a
reputation as a solid Democrat.

In 1834 Pierce had married Jane Means Appleton of Amherst,
N.H.; they were to have three sons, none of whom reached
adulthood. About the time of his marriage, he bought a home in
Hillsboro, but in 1838 changed his residence to Concord, N.H.

Pierce resigned from the Senate in 1842 for a variety of personal
reasons. He went back to the practice of law, and later served as
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Federal District Attorney for New Hampshire (1845-46). Also
taking an active part in State political affairs, he opposed the
abolition movement because he felt it contributed to national
divisiveness. In 1845 he turned down an offer by the Governor to fill
out the unexpired portion of a U.S. Senator’s term; and the next
year rejected the position of U.S. Attorney General, proffered by
Polk.

Upon the outbreak of the Mexican War (1846-48), Pierce enlisted
in a New Hampshire regiment as a private, but his political
prominence quickly won him the rank of brigadier general under
Gen. Winfield Scott, under whom he served in Mexico. Back in
Concord, in 1848 Pierce rejected the Democratic gubernatorial
nomination and continued his legal and political pursuits. He
labored on behalf of the Compromise of 1850, and served as
president of the State constitutional convention (1850), where he
opposed anti-Catholic proposals.

In 1852 Pierce, then a youthful 48, won the Presidential
nomination. After 49 ballots, the convention turned to him when it
was unable to agree on one of four major candidates. His landslide
victory over his former commander, the aging Whig Winfield Scott,
is mainly attributable to his party’s stronger stand on the
Compromise of 1850, Scott’s lack of popularity in the South, and
defections from the Whig Party on both sides of the slavery issue.

Tragedy marred the election triumph. Not long before assuming
office, Pierce, his wife, and last surviving child, an 11-year-old son,
were in a train wreck and the youngster perished before his
parents’ eyes. As a result, Pierce entered the Presidency in a state of
grief and nervous exhaustion, and his spouse was unable to attend
the inauguration.

Pierce appointed an intersectional Cabinet and tried to apportion
patronage among the different factions in his party, but relied
heavily on the advice of pro-southerners. His expansionism in
foreign affairs further incensed northerners, who resented his
attempts to extend slavery by means of territorial acquisition or
diplomatic maneuver. They were particularly upset when he
persuaded the British to reduce their involvement in Central
America and recognized the apparently proslavery government set
up in Nicaragua by an American soldier of fortune. By one means
or another, Pierce sought to acquire Hawaii, Santo Domingo, and
Alaska.



Boyhood home and possibly the birthplace of Pierce. in New Hampshire.

But by far Pierce’s strongest quest was the purchase of Cuba
from Spain. This not only failed but also seriously embarrassed
him after a secret memorandum of a discussion on the subject
among U.S. diplomats in Europe, drafted by Minister to Britain
James Buchanan, leaked out. Known as the Ostend Manifesto, it
advocated the use of force if necessary to take over Cuba and
stressed its importance as a base to revivify slavery. The
administration renounced the document.

Also unsettling to the North—though the apparent rationale was
to facilitate construction of a transcontinental railroad along a
southern route—was Pierce’s sponsorship of the Gadsden Purchase
(1853), ceded by Mexico for $10 million. It consisted of the southern
strips of present Arizona and New Mexico. Minister James
Gadsden had sought but failed to acquire a far larger part of
northern Mexico.

The event that spelled the doom of the temporary sectional truce,
however, was the Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854). Senator Stephen A.
Douglas introduced it, but the President vigorously championed it.
This measure divided the relatively unsettled central portion of the
Louisiana Purchase into Kansas and Nebraska Territories. One
aim of the legislation may have been to aid construction of a
transcontinental railroad, this one from Douglas’ home State,
[1linois, along a central route to the Pacific. Mindful of southern
Democratic congressional sentiment, he added to the bill the
provision that the settlers in the new Territories should decide for
themselves, by the process of popular sovereignty, their position on
slavery.
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"TERRIBLE ROUT & TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF THE WHIC PART

IN SALT RIVER.
Satirization of Pierce's landslide defeat of Whig candidate Gen. Winfield Scott in
1852. The latter leads his party into the Salt River (political oblivion) while Pierce
and the victorious Democrats occupy dry land.

Pierce supported and signed the bill in the hope that, if Kansas
were admitted as a slave and Nebraska as a free State, both sides
would be mollified. But the act reopened the question of slavery in
the West. A storm of protest ensued from the North because, by
permitting slavery north of 36°30" North Latitude, the legislation
virtually repealed the Missouri Compromise (1820). Pierce’s assent
to the bill was followed by dramatic antislavery gains in the
Congress.

Meanwhile, pro- and anti-slavery settlers poured into Kansas
hoping to influence the outcome. Sporadic guerrilla warfare, during
which John Brown gained his first taste of fame, broke out between
the two factions—a prelude to the Civil War. Many elections were
also fraudulently conducted and violently disputed. Acrid debates
occurred in Congress and in the Nation. In late 1856 Pierce created
temporary peace by sending in Federal troops and appointing a
new Governor.

The national political ramifications of the Kansas controversy
were far reaching. Antislavery Democrats deserted in droves. A



Levee at the White House during Pierce’s administration.

new and powerful northern sectional party, the Republican,
opposed the extension of slavery into the western Territories. The
Democratic convention scorned both Pierce and Douglas and
nominated less controversial James Buchanan.

In the spring of 1857, Pierce returned to New Hampshire, but in
November left on a leisurely tour of Europe that lasted until the
summer of 1859. He also spent the first half of the next year in
Nassau. But, back in Concord, he spent his last years in bitterness,
still believing in the validity of his policies as President.

In 1861, disturbed by the imminence of war, Pierce sought but
failed to arrange a meeting of the five living ex-Presidents (himself,
Van Buren, Tyler, Fillmore, and Buchanan) to try to stem the tide.
He still fiercely resented the abolitionists and the rise of antislav-
ery militance in the North. During the war, his denunciation of
the Emancipation Proclamation and outspoken criticism of what
he felt were Lincoln’s invasions of personal and property rights
brought him excoriation, even in his own State and community.

Because of this, the death of his wife in 1863 as well as that of his
lifelong friend, author Nathaniel Hawthorne, the following year,
and ill health, Pierce suffered severe depression. He succumbed at
Concord in 1869 at the age of 64, and was buried there in the Old
North Cemetery.






James Buchanan
FIFTEENTH PRESIDENT 1857-61

The last in a line of three northern Presidents who
futilely sought to resolve the virtually irreconcilable
decades-old slavery clash between the North and
South with a series of legal and political
compromises, Buchanan was sorely tried but
powerless to heal the rift. Instead, he was forced to
preside forlornly over the disintegration of the Union
as the Southern States began to secede following the
election of 1860. His Presidency represented the
culmination of four decades in public life—as
Secretary of State, diplomat, legislator, and lawyer.
He was the only Chief Executive who never married
and he was one of the oldest, aged 65, at the time of
his inauguration.

Buchanan, the first son and second child in a family of 10, was
born in a log cabin just outside of Mercersburg, Pa., at Cove Gap
(Stony Batter) in 1791. His father was a storekeeper and farmer
who in time was to gain modest wealth. In 1796 the family moved
into town. After attending a local elementary school and an
academy, young Buchanan matriculated at Dickinson College, in
Carlisle, Pa., as a junior and graduated in 1809. He then read law at
Lancaster, where he was to maintain his home for the rest of his
life. In 1812 he was admitted to the bar and began a highly
successful legal career. Volunteering in a dragoon unit during the
War of 1812 (1812-14), he saw brief service as an enlisted man in
1814, including participation in the defense of Baltimore.

Late that same year, as a Federalist, Buchanan entered the lower
house of the Pennsylvania legislature (1814-16), after which he
resumed his law practice. He next won a seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives (1821-31). Following the demise of the Federalist
Party, he switched to the Democrats and in 1828 supported Andrew
Jackson for President.

Buchanan’s reward was appointment as Minister to Russia
(1832-33). He then began a long tour in the U.S. Senate (1834-45),
including duty as chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee.
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During these years, he declined appointment as U.S. Attorney
General and a seat on the Supreme Court. In 1844 he lost the
Presidential nomination to James K. Polk, but then supported his
candidacy. The latter designated him as Secretary of State (1845-
49). He handled the difficult negotiations preceding and ending the
Mexican War (1846-48), and settled the Oregon question with
Britain in 1846.

Buchanan made two more unsuccessful bids for the Presidential
nomination, in 1848 and 1852. He threw his weight behind the
Compromise of 1850. He served as Minister to Great Britain (1853-
56) under President Pierce. His close association with the
proslavery Ostend Manifesto, concerning the acquisition of Cuba
from Spain, brought him popularity in the South and scorn in the
North. Nevertheless, his absence from the country during the
turbulent controversy over the Kansas-Nebraska Act and his
reputation as a compromiser made him a more acceptable
candidate in 1856 than either Pierce or Stephen A. Douglas.

Mainly because of his solid showing in the South, Buchanan won
a substantial plurality over Republican John C. Frémont; and ex-
President Fillmore, the American (“Know Nothing”) Party
standard bearer, ran a distant third. The regional strength of the
Republicans in the North, however, coupled with the virtual
disappearance of the Whigs, showed clearly the breakdown in the
old party system—to be further demonstrated by the split of the
Democrats during Buchanan’s administration into northern and
southern wings.

Despite all his legislative, diplomatic, and legal experience,
Buchanan, a Unionist, proved unable to soothe sectional passions.
He brought to the Presidency a long-held conviction that slavery
might be morally wrong but that the Federal Government lacked
the right to interfere with it. He opposed regionally based parties,
resented northern and abolitionist agitation on slavery, and felt
the North and South should be tolerant of each other. Hoping to
achieve compromise, he appointed a Cabinet representing all parts
of the country.

Buchanan felt that a Supreme Court ruling on what he believed
was an abstract question of the rights of slaveholders in the West
would end the acrimony. Only 2 days after he took office, the Court
handed down the Dred Scott decision, which he favored and may
have earlier influenced. It gave slaveholders the right to take their
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Buchanan probably sat for this portrait in the 1830's or 1840's during his long
congressional tour of duty.
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human property wherever they chose, outlawed the Missouri
Compromise, and implied that Congress lacked the power to make
decisions concerning slavery in the Territories. In other words,
they were all open to slavery and could exclude it only when they
attained statehood. The Court’s dictum obviously pleased the South
and inflamed many elements of opinion in the North.

Turning to the still touchy issue of the status of Kansas Territory,
in 1858 Buchanan, yielding to southern pressures, urged Congress
to accept the proslavery Lecompton constitution and admit Kansas
as a slave State—though the proslavery men in the Territory were
heavily outnumbered. Buchanan hoped the admission of Kansas
with or without slavery would remove the issue from public
attention and calm Congress. But this proposal angered the
Republicans and offended many of his own party; Congress
rejected it. As a result, the South was enraged, and Kansas did not
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President Pierce greets Buchanan as he arrives at the White House for his
inauguration.
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become a State until 1861. Until then, it remained a bloody symbol
of the factionalism that was destroying the Nation.

By 1858 Buchanan’s administration was near paralysis. The
Republicans and anti-Lecompton Democrats scored heavily in the
congressional elections and won a majority in the House; the
Democratic Party divided into northern and southern elements.
Southern votes in the Senate and Presidential vetoes doomed
practically all House legislation. Government approached stale-
mate. Slow recovery from the Panic of 1857 produced gloom in the
North. And in 1859 John Brown’s antislavery raid on the Federal
ordnance installation at Harpers Ferry, Va., reinflamed national
emotions.

The Presidential election of 1860 brought the crisis to a head.
Buchanan’s refusal to be considered for renomination helped to
split his party. Four candidates—one each from the northern
(Stephen A. Douglas) and southern (John C. Breckinridge) wings
of the Democratic Party, John Bell from the Constitutional Union
Party, and Lincoln from the Republican Party—entered the
campaign. Lincoln was elected, though with far less than a popular
majority. Rejecting the prospect of a Republican administration,
the Southern States began to secede and seize Federal installations
within their borders. Buchanan, who thought secession violated
the Constitution but felt the Government could not legally prevent
it, watched in anguish.

During Buchanan’s remaining months in office, he at first made
repeated but unfruitful efforts to compromise with the secession-
ists. He urged Congress to exercise its constitutional prerogatives
and address the issue. He also backed proposals for a national
convention and constitutional amendment.

Early in 1861, however, “lame-duck” Buchanan finally took
stronger measures against the secessionists. Promising to uphold
Federal authority, he sent reinforcements and supplies in the
unarmed merchant ship Star of the West to the beleaguered
garrison at Fort Sumter, in Charleston Harbor, S.C. When South
Carolina batteries drove the ship away, he refused to evacuate the
fort, though he made no further efforts to resupply it. The outbreak
of war was thus averted, but only temporarily.

Another thorny problem for Buchanan besides slavery was the
Mormon-dominated Territory of Utah. Congress had ignored its
requests for statehood, and the Mormons opposed Federal officials,
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Buchanan and his Cabinet about 1859. Left to right: Secretary of the Interior
Jacob Thompson, Secretary of State Lewis Cass, Secretary of War John B. Floyd.
Buchanan, Secretary of the Treasury Howell Cobb, Secretary of the Navy Isaac
Toucey, Postmaster General Joseph Holt, and Attorney General Jeremiah S
Black.

who were unsympathetic toward them. Buchanan replaced
Brigham Young as Governor and dispatched a 2,500-man army to
maintain law and order. The Mormons interpreted this as an
invasion, and the short-lived and bloodless Mormon War (1857-58)
broke out. Buchanan, sending a special representative, finally
calmed the situation.

Despite his preoccupation with the domestic slavery crisis,
Buchanan also expended much effort on diplomacy. He clarified
with Great Britain interpretation of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty
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(1850), which called for nonintervention in Central America by
either country. Although frowning on filibustering, he also
expanded U.S. influence in Central and South America and
discouraged intervention by European powers who were enticed by
recurring political instability there. Like his predecessors Polk and
Pierce, he continued southern-spawned efforts to purchase Cuba
from Spain. In 1860 he received the first Japanese diplomatic
mission to the United States.

After a public career that spanned the era from the War of 1812 to
the Civil War—from the demise of the Federalists to the ascendan-
cy of the Republicans—Buchanan lived out his remaining years of
life at his Wheatland, Pa., estate. He retained his interest in politics
and supported the Union during the Civil War, but its tragedy
affected him deeply. He also did some writing and aided charitable
causes. His death occurred in 1868 at the age of 77.
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Abraham Lincoln
SIXTEENTH PRESIDENT 1861-65

Although less famous and politically experienced
than his leading rivals for the Presidency, Lincoln
demonstrated remarkable maturity and statesmanship
in the office and immeasurably broadened its scope.
Unwaveringly devoted to preservation of the Union,
he led the North through a long, fratricidal war with
the Confederacy—the most perilous days the country
has ever faced. Once victory was imminent, he
adopted a conciliatory approach toward the South.
But his assassination on the eve of peace, the first of
a U.S. President, ushered in the recriminatory
Reconstruction Era.

Born near present Hodgenville, Ky., in 1809, Lincoln was the first
President whose birthplace was west of the Appalachians. His
parents, already progenitors of a daughter named Sarah, had both
come to Kentucky from Virginia as children. The father was a
humble but ambitious farmer-carpenter. In 1816, when Abraham
was 7 years old, after relocation to another nearby farm and a
series of land-title disputes, the family moved to Indiana and
settled near present Gentryville. Two years later, Mrs. Lincoln
succumbed during an epidemic. The next year, her erstwhile
husband traveled back to Elizabethtown, Ky., where he married a
widow with three children, and returned to Indiana. Abraham’s
stepmother treated him and Sarah kindly.

Lincoln’s 14 years in Indiana were formative ones. Determined to
avoid the hardships of frontier life in the future, he read as many
books as he could find time for after he had finished the farm chores
or his work as a handyman. Altogether he managed to obtain less
than a year of formal education. Occasionally he visited neighbor-
ing counties on family business, and in 1828-29 worked on a
flatboat that journeyed down the Ohio and Mississippi to New
Orleans. About that same time, he became interested in law,
probably began its study, and attended court sessions.

In 1830, some 2 years after Lincoln’s sister Sarah died in
childbirth, the family moved to Macon County, I1l. The next year,
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the 22-year-old Lincoln left home. He made another flatboat trip to
New Orleans, and later in the year took positions as a clerk in a
general store and millhand at New Salem, I1l. He continued to read
voraciously and study law. In 1832 he served briefly in the State
militia. Although he experienced no combat, as a private and for a
short period as a captain he campaigned in northern Illinois and
southern Wisconsin during the Black Hawk War.

That same year, back in New Salem, Lincoln, an admirer of
Henry Clay, unsuccessfully ran as a Whig for a seat in the lower
house of the State legislature. Before the year was out, he and a
friend formed a partnership and operated a store for a short time,
while he continued to study law. The business foundered, but he
eventually paid off the debts. In 1833-36 he served as postmaster of
New Salem; and in 1834-36, based on nighttime study of the
subject, performed surveying jobs in the region.

Lincoln won a seat in the legislature in 1834 and began the
serious study of law. He served until 1841 and in time took over
legislative leadership of his party. Meanwhile, in 1837, the year
after he was admitted to the bar, he had changed his residence from
New Salem to Springfield, to which the capital moved in 1839 from
Vandalia.

His position on slavery, like that of his party, was ambivalent.
Although he deemed it unjust, he contended that abolitionist
agitation tended to increase its evils; he held that the Federal
Government could not constitutionally interfere with slavery in
any State but could abolish it in the District of Columbia, especially
if the residents so requested.

While a legislator, Lincoln prospered as an attorney and circuit
lawyer. In 1842, the year after he left the legislature and
concentrated on his practice and politics, he married socially
prominent Mary Todd of Lexington, Ky. They were to have four
sons, only one of whom, the eldest, Robert Todd, reached maturity.
In 1844 Lincoln purchased a residence in Springfield that he
occupied, except during congressional service, until he became
President in 1861.

Lincoln was elected in 1846 to the U.S. House of Representatives,
where he was the only Whig among the seven Members from
heavily Democratic Illinois. His antagonism toward President
Polk’s expansionist policies and his querulous attitude on the
constitutionality of the Mexican War shocked many of his
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constituents. He consistently favored the exclusion of slavery from
the territory ceded by Mexico, but opposed Federal interference
with it where it already existed. He announced he would not seek
reelection in 1848 and became an early booster of Whig Presidential
candidate Zachary Taylor.
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Lincoln left Congress in 1849. Disappointed when Taylor did not
appoint him to the position he sought as commissioner of the
General Land Office, he rejected a proffered Federal post in Oregon
Territory and resumed his legal activities in Illinois. Touring his
judicial circuit in the central part of the State and practicing before
Federal and State courts, he became a leading lawyer. His reaction
to the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which in effect opened up the
Louisiana Purchase area to slavery, brought him back again into
the legislature in 1854, but he soon resigned to seek election to the
U.S. Senate. This effort failed.

In 1856 Lincoln joined the Republican Party, a coalition of
antislavery groups that had been organized 2 years earlier, and
that year ranked second in its balloting for the Vice-Presidential
nomination. While campaigning strenuously for Presidential
candidate John C. Fremont, he enhanced his reputation in his own
State and became a national leader of his party. In 1857 he
attacked Illinois Democratic Senator Stephen A. Douglas for his
defensive position on the Dred Scott decision, and criticized the
institution of slavery.

In 1858, during his campaign for the Senate seat of incumbent
Douglas, Lincoln gained nationwide recognition in a series of
debates around the State. He denounced Douglas’ doctrine of
popular sovereignty as the answer to the extension of slavery into
the Territories, and emerged as a spokesman for moderate
Republicans. Lincoln lost the election in the legislature, though by
only a close margin.

Nevertheless, Lincoln had drawn countrywide attention that
aided him in obtaining the 1860 Presidential nomination because
many in his party were seeking a moderate who could carry the
West. Further enhancing his position and bolstering his prestige
vis-a-vis his main opponent, William H. Seward, was a headline-
generating speech he delivered a few months before the convention
at New York City’s Cooper Union. The subject was the attitude of
the signers of the Constitution toward the extension of slavery. In
this speech and subsequently in his Presidential campaign, he
favored the exclusion of slavery from the Territories, but urged
conciliation with the South, and, rejecting either secessionist or
abolitionist extremism, denounced efforts to destroy the Union.

Lincoln won a clear majority of the electoral votes, all from the
free States, but received a plurality of less than 40 percent of the
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Lincoln, accompanied by a detective (left). meets with Gen. Lew Wallace at
Antietam in September 1862

popular vote over his three opponents—Northern Democrat Doug-
las, Southern Democrat John C. Breckinridge, and Constitutional
Unionist John Bell.

The new President inherited a tense situation, which Buchanan
had been unable to resolve. The Southern States, convinced that
Lincoln would destroy them economically and politically, had
begun seceding. The Federal garrison at Fort Sumter, S.C., was
beleaguered, and the Confederates already held many other
Federal installations in the South. Yet in his inaugural address the
President was conciliatory, though firm, toward the South.
Maintaining that secession was illegal, he was determined to
enforce national laws and protect Government property in the
South. The Civil War erupted on April 12, 1861, when the
Confederates opened fire on Fort Sumter.
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Blending statesmanship and political acumen, Lincoln provided
dynamic leadership to the North and assumed unprecedented
Presidential power. To still critics of the war or the Government
and sympathizers with the Confederacy, he sometimes resorted to
extra-constitutional measures, which he justified by the national
emergency. Although the tragedy of the conflict weighed heavily
on him, as it stretched out year after year and casualty lists
mounted, he tried with his speeches and public statements to
bolster public morale. Until he found consistently effective generals
such as Grant, he took an active part in formulating overall
military strategy and conducting individual campaigns.

Lincoln was unable to silence either the abolitionists, some of
whom sought an all-out war on slavery as well as unconditional
surrender and occupation of the Confederacy, or the Copperheads
and other defeatists, who demanded a negotiated peace. Nor was he
able to correct inefficiencies in the War Department or obtain the
full cooperation of certain Democratic Governors. Yet early in the
war he deterred several of the Border States from joining the
Confederacy. Throughout the conflict he adroitly controlled his
Cabinet, made up of a contentious and personally ambitious but
able group of men, three of whom had contested with him for the
1860 Presidential nomination. His issuance of the Emancipation
Proclamation, which declared the freedom of slaves in areas still in
rebellion, won sympathy for the Union abroad and strengthened
northern morale.

Lincoln’s foreign policy, shaped by the requirements of the home
front, was guided by his erstwhile opponent Seward, whom he had
named Secretary of State. The administration succeeded in
substantially isolating the Confederacy diplomatically and in
counteracting European opinion favorable to the South, especially
in Great Britain and France. European intervention in Latin
America, however, particularly that of the French in Mexico, could
not be countered during the war.

For purposes of the election of 1864, the Republicans, in an
appeal to Democrats and Unionists of all stripes, reconstituted
themselves into the National Union Party. They renominated
Lincoln and, as his Vice President, chose Andrew Johnson, a pro-
Union Democrat from Tennessee. While military victories were
auguring the end of hostilities, the voters reelected Lincoln over a
general he had relieved 2 years earlier, George B. McClellan.



’lc ﬁ/()« /4 1 /I/r)l,’/r/u /(774 //(//.///r////z/«//;/gnn'rn:
// //( //r A72c% /{/z

S Mkl ety Kiiinl ofs
7% //.4 s ///a,/%,mm wriel Lorrs ~
impmollvt s /A/ e ./r',,/ ,‘.‘//77‘4”(/‘
A ,,,,//,,c/,,,, ,,..,/,/ e /;{.m{z,
R it /,,f e somr il £ firovecerdiod fEr
e oec //,,,c/ng; realrsiey 2 voves Bt
zf-.m/ pelotlon Lollovon LK bl AT,
and caik of Uhe ALt coml e floofill arens
en u/c/ /// f,//ﬂ/m//.«n s (r‘)na7({f
J«.,/{u.(/(m A W
Tt il i ,,7/“/,‘” caiones SHE il
m‘,/.(/ o P / V3 agein mm.m,,.,-/ 2z
m//a,, ,(/M(/m/,,wwm Lot m./
// ,m// 4. /m mcyM.m or ropectlon
ety elove ,/7/4 I(<n//n( Lo e el e Ko ree
/ oo
Ina nr/ /h./&n //(u n(z//.m (74( u.f(/ﬂ(//nzé:-(
/“Z b :L s wlarily e fBl e
/,(m.‘/;, ety ,‘4”/,,? gt l ionmaclad’ First page of the
f?"/{/ftl/(a/ A Iv/mtu - of J/(,ty s ‘//"‘l Emanclpat]on

/ Proclamation

/éfr fnylu/ﬁm: /»« o',' a,‘,,///[/f(, //'/ (January 1, 1863).

in Lincoln’s hand.

In his second inaugural address, Lincoln addressed the problem
that he expected to be central to his next term: reconciliation of the
North and South once the war was over. Guided by a philosophy of
“malice toward none, with charity for all,” as expressed in that
address, he outlined a moderate Reconstruction program for the
South.

But Lincoln did not live long enough to put it into effect. On April
14, 1865, only 5 days after Lee’s surrender at Appomattox, a bullet
struck him down while he was enjoying a play at Ford’s Theatre, in
Washington, and he died the next morning.



Andrew Johnson
SEVENTEENTH PRESIDENT 1865-69

Johnson, a southerner whose first loyalty was always
to the Union, almost lost his life while trying to
prevent his home State, Tennessee, from seceding.
A tailor by trade, he rose by dint of self-education and
the exercise of his political talent and courage to high
office. Succeeding the martyred Lincoln, he faced the
critical problem of “reconstructing” the South. But
his policies clashed with the program of the dominant
Radical Republicans in Congress. As a result, he
suffered impeachment, the only President ever to do
so, and barely escaped being removed from office.

The second of two sons, Johnson was born amid humble
circumstances at Raleigh, N.C., in 1808. His father, a janitor-
porter-laborer, died in an accident when he was only 3 years old,
after which his mother was impoverished, even subsequent to her
remarriage in 1814. As a result, Johnson never attended school nor
received any sort of formal education, though in adolescence he did
learn to read.

In 1822 his mother apprenticed Andrew and his brother to a
tailor. Two years later, when the former was 15 years old, they both
ran away from their master, first to Carthage, N.C., and then to
Laurens, S.C., where they operated tailor shops. In 1826 they
returned to Raleigh, but that same year the family moved westward
to Greeneville, Tenn.

At first unable to find employment there, Andrew spent a few
months in Rutledge, Tenn., and possibly other cities working at his
craft. Early the next year, he went back to Greeneville and opened
his own shop. Later that same year, he married Eliza McCardle,
who tutored him in reading and taught him to write. In time, she
was to bear three sons and two daughters.

Johnson achieved modest prosperity in business, took part in
local debates, and became active in civic and political affairs. He
held the positions of alderman (1828-30), mayor (1830-33), State
legislator (1835-37 and 1839-41), State senator (1841-43), U.S.
Representative (1843-53), Governor of Tennessee (1853-57), and
U.S. Senator (1857-62).
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During all these years, though a Jacksonian Democrat, Johnson
often pursued an independent course and was never a party
loyalist. Always favoring the cause of the common man and
opposing the plantation aristocracy in Congress, to no avail he
persistently advocated enactment of a homestead bill to provide
free land to the poor.

Because of Johnson’s close southern ties, secession created a
personal crisis for him. His home was in the South. He had been
born and raised there. He owned eight household slaves. And he
accepted the existence of slavery, which he felt was a unique
institution beyond the control of Congress. Yet, reflecting the
strong Unionist sentiment in eastern Tennessee and believing
secession to be unconstitutional, he chose to fight for preservation
of the Union.

To prevent his State from seceding, right after Lincoln’s
inauguration on March 4, 1861, Johnson made a desperate trip
back home from Washington to plead his case—despite threats to
his life. En route, in Virginia, he almost lost his life to a lynch mob.
In the eastern part of his State, for he dared not appear in the pro-
secessionist western part, he met favor from some groups and
hostility from others. Faced with the wrath of his opponents and
possible capture by Confederate troops following the outbreak of
war, he finally headed back to Washington via Kentucky. After
Tennessee seceded in June 1861, he was the only Senator from the
South who stayed in his chair. This brought him instant applause
in the North and scorn in the South.

In 1862, after Union forces captured Nashville and a portion of
western Tennessee, Lincoln appointed Johnson as military
governor of the State. Two years later, Johnson was nominated as
Lincoln’s running mate on the victorious ticket of the National
Union Party, the wartime label used by the Republicans, who were
seeking to win the allegiance of prowar Democrats.

When Lincoln was assassinated in April 1865, J ohnson took over
a task virtually as onerous as conduct of the war: Reconstruction
of the South, or the restoration into the Union of the seceded States
and the establishment of satisfactory social and economic
relationships between whites and the newly freed slaves. He
adopted what he believed would have been Lincoln’s moderate
program, which was based on faith in the people of the South.

Included would be the pardon of all ex-Confederates who took an
oath of allegiance except for former leaders and men of wealth, who



Andrew Johnson reviews the Union Army at the end of the Civil War. This parade,
which followed Pennsylvania Avenue, lasted two days (May 23-24. 1865).

could be pardoned only by the President; and bringing the seceded
States back into the fold as quickly as possible on condition that
they forswear secession and ratify the 13th amendment (1865) to
the Constitution, which abolished slavery. Standing behind
Johnson on Reconstruction were most northern Democrats and
moderate Republicans.

Johnson inevitably clashed with the Radical Republicans, led by
Thaddeus Stevens in the House and Benjamin Wade in the Senate.
They sought what Johnson regarded as a punitive peace, involving
land confiscation and redistribution to blacks; disenfranchisement
of ex-Confederates; and full suffrage and legal equality for blacks,
as well as economic and educational opportunities for them.

The Radicals, who were motivated by a combination of morals
and politics, believed their program represented realization of the
major aim of the war, the abolition of slavery and the guaranteeing
of full citizenship privileges to the freedmen. On the other hand, the
Radicals surely also recognized that such policies would insure
Republican influence in the South. Other northerners, who resented
the return of many prewar southern leaders to key posts, including
Congress, and the imposition by southern legislators of many
restrictions on blacks, tended to go along with the Radicals.
Furthermore, most northerners were in no mood to relinquish
economic gains made during and as a result of the war.
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Cartoon criticizing Johnson's veto of the New Freedmen's Bureau Bill (1866),
which sought to protect the freedom of black men in the South. He is pictured as
a drunkard who takes bribes to pardon ex-Confederates. Lincoln, “the Great and
Good." looks on scornfully.

As time went on, the conflict between the President and the
Congress mounted in intensity. Veto followed veto, usually based
on Johnson’s feeling that the rights of the States were being
violated. Vituperation followed vituperation. As the Radicals
gained in strength, they passed one act after another over the
Presidential veto and made abortive attempts to impeach him.
They refused to seat southern Senators and Representatives;
passed measures restricting the powers of the Presidency; and
created legislation, including the 14th and 15th amendments, that
emphatically stated the legal equality of blacks, guaranteed their
civil liberties, and forbade discrimination against them.

Johnson executed the letter, if not the spirit, of these laws. In an
unprecedented attempt to gain public backing for his position, in
the summer of 1866 he toured the East and Middle West, but the
Radicals won overwhelmingly in the fall congressional elections.
The next March, they placed the Southern States under military
rule until they met certain conditions, including approval of the
14th amendment.
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Finally, when Johnson tried to dismiss Secretary of War Edwin
M. Stanton, who sided with the Radicals, the House impeached
Johnson, largely on the basis of his alleged violation of the Tenure
of Office Act. Amid exceptional controversy—the real issue being
whether Congress or the President would direct Reconstruction—
the Senate tried him in the spring of 1868. He was acquitted by only
one vote. After the trial, the Radicals continued their legislative
efforts but ultimately secured neither equal rights for blacks nor
Republican control of the South. Johnson resisted the Radicals
throughout the remainder of his term, but his power and reputation
were seriously impaired.

While Johnson was preoccupied with the Reconstruction turmoil,
his able Secretary of State William H. Seward made notable gains.
In 1866, reasserting the Monroe Doctrine and bolstered by the
dispatch of 50,000 troops under Gen. Philip H. Sheridan to the
Mexican border, he soon helped persuade the French to withdraw
from Mexico, where they had installed a monarch.

The next year, Seward purchased Alaska from Russia—an action
that had also been contemplated in the Polk, Pierce, and Buchanan
administrations. For the sum of $7,200,000, the United States
acquired a vast territory, rich in natural resources, but many people
initially reacted by referring to it as “Seward’s folly.” The Senate
quickly ratified the purchase. Other expansionistic projects
proposed by Seward came to naught.

Johnson did not seriously seek renomination by either the
Democrats or Republicans, and at the end of his term retired to
Tennessee. He nevertheless kept active in political affairs. In 1875
he took a seat in the U.S. Senate, where he was greeted with
applause. But, serving only a few months, he died at the age of 66
while visiting the rural home of one of his daughters, about 40 miles
from Greeneville.






Ulysses S. Grant

EIGHTEENTH PRESIDENT  1869-77

Although Grant was the preeminent military hero of
the victorious North in the Civil War, he was
handicapped as President by his lack of political and
governmental experience, as well as the corruption
and incompetence of cronies and wealthy men he
appointed to office. Nevertheless, he scored some
achievements in foreign affairs, and won two terms in
the White House. Until Theodore Roosevelt he was
the youngest Chief Executive, aged 46, at the time of
his first election.

Grant was born in 1822 along the banks of the Ohio River at
Point Pleasant, Ohio. He was christened as Hiram Ulysses, but he
apparently later reversed the name. His father was a farmer-tanner
who had immigrated from Kentucky. The year after Ulysses’ birth,
the family, in which he was the first of six children, moved to
nearby Georgetown.

There, Grant spent his boyhood, experiencing neither wealth nor
poverty. He helped his parents on the farm or at the tannery,
performed odd jobs, and earned a reputation as a horse trainer.
Besides studying at local schools, he also briefly matriculated at
academies in Maysville, Ky., and Ripley, Ohio.

In 1839 Grant received an appointment to the United States
Military Academy, but he entertained no plans for a military career
and entered reluctantly. Because of an error, he was registered as
Ulysses Simpson Grant, which he was to retain, though his friends
always called him “Sam.” He excelled in horsemanship, but was
not too interested in his studies except for mathematics and
received a number of demerits. Gradually, however, he came to
enjoy West Point. He graduated 21st in a class of 39.

Disappointed at not being detailed to the cavalry upon his
graduation in 1843, Grant was assigned to the infantry at J efferson
Barracks, Mo., near St. Louis. While at that place, he met and
became engaged to Julia Dent, sister of an academy classmate. The
next year, he was reassigned to the Fort Jesup, La., area, and then
joined Gen. Zachary Taylor’s forces in Texas (1845-46). During the
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Mexican War (1846-48), though he considered it a needless
conquest, he fought with distinction under Taylor and Gen.
Winfield Scott in most of the major battles and emerged a first
lieutenant. In 1848 he married Miss Dent; they were to raise three
sons and one daughter.

In the years 1848-52, other tours of duty followed at Madison
Barracks, in Sackets Harbor, N.Y., and at Fort Wayne, in Detroit.
Then, unaccompanied by his wife and infant son, Grant traveled
across the continent to serve at Fort Vancouver, Wash. (1852-53)
and Fort Humboldt, Calif. (1853-54). Although he gained a
captaincy at the first of these posts, at both of them the lonely
young officer, also bored and disenchanted with the Army, drank
too much. Finally, after a dispute with his commanding officer, he
resigned from the military service.

A difficult 7 years followed—years of privation, menial pursuits,
ignominy, limited prospects, and despondence—though Grant was
reunited with his family and aided by his in-laws. Between 1854
and 1860, in the St. Louis, Mo., area he tried his hand at farming,
selling firewood, real estate, and bill collecting, but prospered in
none. In 1860 he moved to Galena, Ill., to work as a clerk in a
tannery-leather store owned by his family.

Although the Civil War (1861-65) brought tragedy to the Nation,
it created opportunity for some men, such as Grant. It catapulted
him into national fame and the Presidency. Rising quickly through
the ranks from captain to lieutenant general and from leader of an
[llinois volunteer company to the top Union command, he
displayed remarkable aggressiveness and incisiveness, as well as
an excellent mastery of organization and strategy.

Grant first gained renown for his campaigns in the Mississippi
River Valley. They culminated in the capture of Vicksburg, Miss.,
which split the Confederacy. Later, after Grant’s victory at
Chattanooga, Lincoln placed him in command of the Union
armies, and he established his headquarters with the Army of the
Potomac. Taking advantage of his superior resources in men and
materiel, he perfected plans for destroying the Confederacy by a
coordinated offensive on all fronts. The war ended soon after the
capitulation of Gen. Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia to
Grant at Appomattox Court House, Va., in April 1865.

When hostilities ended, Grant remained at the head of the Army;
and won the title of General of the Army. Grateful citizens in the
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North presented him with homes in several cities and substantial
cash gifts. Second in public esteem only to Lincoln, he was mobbed
by crowds of people wherever he went. He escaped possible
assassination at Ford’s Theatre only because he and his wife
declined the President’s invitation to attend the performance.

Grant’s great popularity and the seeming inevitability of his
capture of the Presidential nomination in 1868 created friction with
President Andrew Johnson. When the latter tried to arrest General
Lee for treason, contrary to the terms of Appomattox, Grant
threatened to take his case to the people and forced Johnson to
back down. Yet on most political matters the general tried to
maintain a neutral position—even during Johnson’s impeachment
trial. When the President had dismissed Secretary of War Stanton
in 1867, Grant had accepted the position on an ad interim basis, but
resigned when Congress refused to permit the dismissal. Both
parties seriously considered Grant for the Presidential nomination
in 1868. Although he had never affiliated with any party, he came
to identify with the Radical Republicans.
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After Grant resigned from the Army in 1854, he spent 7 frustrating years in the

St. Louis area. During this time, he jumped from job to job, including real estate
agent.
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Grant in 1864.
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Nominated easily, he defeated Democrat Horatio Seymour, who
made a surprisingly good showing despite his party’s failing
fortunes. For his second term, in 1872, Grant, the magic of his
military reputation still persuasive, triumphed by a much larger
margin over Horace Greeley, nominee of the Liberal Republicans
and the Democrats.

Grant was well trained to be a general, but ill prepared for the
White House. Interpreting executive power narrowly, he looked to
Congress or his advisers for guidance and offered no significant
legislative program. Above all, he was unable to satisfy the need
for a surcease from the turmoil of the previous decade. A key
national issue was Reconstruction of the South. Ostensibly
committed to Radical policy, Grant sometimes used military force
to carry out the laws of Congress, which reflected Republican aims.
On the other hand, he allowed southern white supremacists, the
“Redeemers,” to take gradual control of the governments of State
after State in the former Confederacy. By the end of his second
term, Reconstruction had largely ended.

The problems of the Grant administration reflected the loose
political and business morality of the period. Business interests
frequently sought to dictate political policy while resisting
governmental intervention in their practices; and party bosses
gained inordinate influence through management of patronage
and Federal disbursements.

Grant naively introduced into his Cabinet and staff and took as
confidants friends and wealthy men, many of whom turned out to
be incompetent or corrupt. As a result, though Grant himself was
personally honest, a series of scandals rocked his administration,
particularly during his second term, including the Crédit Mobilier
and the Whisky Ring. His private secretary, several members of his
Cabinet, and some of those in his party in Congress were involved
in highly illegal or improper acts.

Although Grant took steps to control inflation, restore public
credit, and stabilize the currency, he proved unable to manage the
speculation, overexpanded credit, and wild business expansion of
the era. These conditions helped create the Panic of 1873, when
unemployment soared and many businesses failed. Profiting from
the dismal economic picture and the administration scandals, the
Democrats won the House in the following year, for the first time
since 1856.
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Responding to eastern reformers who objected to the brutality of
the Battle of the Washita, Okla. (1868), and other mistreatment of
the Indians, in 1869 Grant inaugurated his Peace Policy. Hoping to
end corruption on the reservations and to provide the natives with
examples of morality, he appointed church-nominated men,
predominantly Quakers, as Indian agents. Military interference
was forbidden on the reservations unless they requested it. But the
program proved ineffective. Among other factors, the Indians
resisted attempts to turn them into farmers and often made forays
off the reservations, which inflamed settlers. At the same time, the
Government proved unable to keep whites off the reservations.

Grant achieved notable successes in foreign policy, executed by
his capable Secretary of State, Hamilton Fish. The Treaty of
Washington (D.C.) (1871) settled a series of controversies with
Britain, the most prominent of which was the Alabama claims. By
these, the United States sought reparations for damages inflicted
on northern ships by Confederate raiders, which had outfitted in
British ports. Grant and Fish also ignored provocations and
avoided war with Spain during her suppression of a rebellion in
Cuba. Grant tried to annex the Dominican Republic, but the Senate
refused assent. A treaty of commercial reciprocity was negotiated
with Hawaii that included a stipulation banning disposal of any of
its territory to a third power.

In the grave constitutional crisis and attendant threats of serious
domestic strife that followed the disputed Hayes-Tilden election of
1876, Grant resolutely sought a solution that would preserve our
constitutional form of Government, and turned over the reins of
Government intact to his successor.

About 6 weeks after leaving office, Grant, his wife, and his
youngest son departed on a worldwide tour that lasted more than 2
years (1877-79), during which they enjoyed regal treatment and
met many world leaders. Within the next few years, after returning
to the United States and settling in New York City, Grant visited
the West Indies and made three trips to Mexico, on personal,
business, and governmental ventures. Meantime, in 1880, he had
again sought the Republican Presidential nomination but lost it to
James A. Garfield. Two years later, Grant entered a partnership in
a financial firm at New York, but the enterprise failed in 1884.
About that time, he suffered other economic reverses.

While thus penniless and humiliated, Grant was stricken with
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cancer of the throat. To help his family, in a race against death, he
frantically wrote his memoirs, a classic in their field that were to
earn his heirs almost half a million dollars in royalties. In 1885, a
few days after laying down his pen, he died in the summer cottage
of a friend at Mount McGregor, N.Y ., in the Adirondacks. He was 63
years old.

Grant, his wife, daughter Nellie (left), and sons Jesse (left) and Fred (right) with
their wives and children in 1885. This photograph was taken at the cottage in the
Adirondacks where the retired President spent about 6 weeks before his death.



Rutherford B. Hayes

NINETEENTH PRESIDENT  1877-81

In one of the most bitterly contested elections in U.S.
history, Hayes won the Presidency by only one
electoral vote. Despite this onus and strong
opposition in his own party, he carried out a program
of moderate reform, particularly in the civil service.
In terminating the role Federal troops had played in
governing the South, he virtually ended
Reconstruction and dampened the lingering hostility
between the North and South. Before rising to the
Presidency, he had served as a general in the Civil
War, U.S. Representative, and Governor of Ohio.
Throughout his life, but especially in retirement, he
devoted himself to humanitarian causes.

Hayes, the youngest of five children, was born at Delaware, Ohio,
in 1822. His father, a storekeeper and farmer, died before his birth.
An uncle, Sardis Birchard, served as his guardian. After attending
local schools, Hayes studied at academies in Norwalk, Ohio, and
Middletown, Conn., and in 1842 graduated from Kenyon College,
Ohio. He read law for a year at Columbus, and in 1845 completed
Harvard Law School. He then took up practice at Lower Sandusky
(present Fremont), Ohio.

In 1849 Hayes moved to Cincinnati. There, he gained attention
as a criminal lawyer as well as a defender of fugitive slaves, and
became active in the Whig Party. In 1852 he married Lucy Ware
Webb, who would be the first wife of a President to be a college
graduate. They were to have seven sons and a daughter.

After the demise of the Whig Party, in 1855 Hayes became a
moderate Republican. He was willing to compromise on slavery to
avoid war but sought to contain its extension. His first political
office, held in the years 1858-61, was as city solicitor of Cincinnati.

When hostilities flared between the North and South, Hayes was
appointed a major in the Ohio Volunteer Infantry. He was
wounded several times and rose to the rank of brevet major general.
While still in the Army, in 1864, he was elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives (1865-67), where he unenthusiastically supported
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Radical Republican programs. He resigned in the latter year to run
for Governor of Ohio.

Between 1868 and 1872 Hayes served two terms as Governor. In
the latter year, he tried for a seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives, but failed to obtain it. The next year, he moved
back to Fremont, and took up residence at Spiegel Grove estate. He
was reelected Governor in 1875.

Hayes received the Republican Presidential nomination in 1876.
A compromise candidate, he was acceptable because of his
integrity, excellent war record, loyalty to the party, and moderate
liberalism. He ran against Democrat Samuel J. Tilden, Governor of
New York. An unprecedented and intricate election dispute
followed, during which both sides at first claimed victory. Tilden
was clearly ahead in the popular vote, but lacked one electoral vote
for victory; Hayes went to bed on election night believing he had
been defeated. But the remaining votes were disputed and the
electoral contest was far from over. For months, the Government
and country were in a quandary. The complication was that a few
States each submitted two different sets of electoral votes. Tilden
needed to win only one vote; Hayes needed all the disputed ones to
win.

To settle the impasse, Congress created a special commission of
15 members. It consisted of five from each House of Congress and
five from the Supreme Court. The commission finally accepted the
returns favoring Hayes by a partisan vote of 8 to 7. The issue was
resolved only 2 days before the inauguration. To prevent a
Democratic filibuster from frustrating the decision, the
Republicans—though Hayes was apparently not personally
involved—promised southern Democrats at least one Cabinet post,
railroad subsidies, Federal patronage, and discontinuation of the
role of Federal troops in Reconstruction.

Whatever Hayes’ part in the affair, this “bargain” created special
difficulties for him. For one thing, though he insisted on merit in
his Cabinet appointments and designated some highly competent
individuals representing diverse factions, he did choose an ex-
Confederate. This not only raised the question of a “bargain,” but
also infuriated many Republicans.

Secondly, Hayes almost immediately withdrew troops from the
two Southern States where they remained, after obtaining
promises from the would-be Democratic governments that they
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Hayes and his Cabinet. Left to right: Hayes, Secretary of the Treasury John
Sherman, Secretary of the Navy Richard W. Thompson, Attorney General Charles
Devens, Secretary of State William M. Evarts, Secretary of the Interior Carl
Schurz, Secretary of War George W. McCrary, and Postmaster General David M
Key.

would protect the constitutional privileges of all citizens. He
justified this action on the grounds that no State governments
could be legally maintained in power by force of arms. Yet he also
apparently believed—mistakenly—that this step offered the hope
that the Republicans could make gains in the South by attracting
white southerners, especially businessmen and conservatives.
Hayes’ power was sapped not only by the circumstances of his
election and charges of his participation in the “bargain,” but also
by his pledge, made in advance of his election, to serve only one
term. Because of his determination not to relinquish to Congress
any of his prerogatives, he clashed repeatedly with members of his
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Hayes receives Chun Lan-pin, the first Chinese Minister to the United States. in

the Blue Room of the White House in 1878.

Hayes meets with Indian chiefs in the White House.



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES

own divided party on appointment matters and with the resurgent
Democrats on Presidential authority to deploy Federal troops in
supervision of elections. The Democrats, during the first half of his
term, controlled the lower House of Congress; during the last half,
both Houses.

Nevertheless, Hayes managed to effect a modest reform program
that possibly was at least partially motivated by a desire to counter
the Stalwart-Radical element in his own party, which dubbed
Hayes’ supporters as “Half-Breeds.” His major point of focus was
the civil service. In the most famous episode of his crusade, during
which he freed various jobs from partisan control and struggled
bitterly with his own party, he removed Chester A. Arthur from the
collectorship of customs at New York City. He was unable,
however, to obtain the creation of a Civil Service Commission.

A fiscal conservative, Hayes was a foe of inflationary policies—in
a day when much of the public clamored for the free coinage of
silver and the proliferation of paper money. The Bland-Allison Act
(1878), which permitted the limited coinage of silver, passed only
over his veto.

Hayes faced other serious problems. The first great national
strikes occurred during his administration. In the summer of 1877,
for the third time in as many years, the railroads slashed wages.
Strikes and riots ensued. Even though Hayes sympathized with the
plight of the workers, he sent Federal troops to restore order in
certain areas.

In 1879, despite vehement opposition in California, where
Chinese labor forced down wages, Hayes vetoed a congressional
bill that prohibited Chinese immigration. He contended it violated
treaty obligations. Later, however, he obtained a modification of
the treaty allowing the United States to restrict immigration. Other
diplomatic activities were limited during the Hayes administra-
tion, though Hayes did arbitrate a boundary dispute between
Argentina and Paraguay.

In 1881 Hayes returned to Spiegel Grove. Except for a visit to
Bermuda, frequent speaking tours, and trips to Civil War reunions,
he dwelt there until his death in 1893. Writing extensively and
making many public addresses, he continued active in a variety of
humanitarian causes, especially black education and prison
reform. He came to view with alarm the increasing concentration of
wealth and power in the hands of a few, and grew closer to the
common people.



James A. Garfield

TWENTIETH PRESIDENT 1881

The second President to be assassinated, Garfield
died only a few months after his term had begun. Yet,
within that short time, his assaults on political
patronage and Post Office corruption promised a
vigorous administration. But his death ended his
hopes of reuniting the Republican Party, reforming
the civil service, and fighting inflation. En route to the
Presidency, he had surmounted poverty, and made
notable achievements as educator, orator, soldier,
and U.S. Representative.

Of New England ancestry, Garfield was born in 1831 at Orange
Township in Cuyahoga County, Ohio. His father, a canal worker
turned farmer who had already sired four children, died before
Garfield was 2 years old and left his widow impoverished. She and
her offspring continued to work the farm. James, however,
attended elementary school during the winter months. As a
teenager, he drove boat teams on the Ohio and Erie Canal, and
dreamed of a life at sea. But the farthest he traveled, in 1848, was to
Pittsburgh. That same year, he returned home to recuperate from
an illness.

In the spring of 1849, Garfield matriculated at Geauga Academy,
a denominational institution in Chester, Ohio, and that fall and
winter taught at a district school, after which he continued at
Geauga. In 1851 he entered Western Reserve Eclectic Institute
(Hiram College after 1867) at nearby Hiram. For 3 years, he studied
and taught at the institute, instructed on the elementary level, and
held various odd jobs. Saving sufficient money, he then enrolled at
Williams College, in Williamstown, Mass., as a junior. He excelled
in the classics and public speaking and learned German.

After graduating in 1856, Garfield rejoined the faculty at Western
Reserve. The prestige of an eastern college degree contributed to his
elevation in 1857 to the presidency of the institute, whose staff
consisted of five teachers. In addition, he became an accomplished
lay preacher-evangelist. In 1858 he married childhood friend
Lucretia Rudolph, who subsequently bore five sons and two
daughters.
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Representative Garfield and his daughter Mary (“Molly") a few years before he
assumed the Presidency.

Garfield soon received local acclaim in a debate with a pre-Dar-
win evolutionary theorist and made a statewide lecture tour on the
subject. In 1859, as a Republican, he won a seat in the State senate
(1860-61). He also studied enough law to be admitted to the bar a
year or so later, and set up practice in Hiram.

During the secession crisis, Garfield, a rapidly emerging State
leader of his party, advocated coercion to assure the continuity of
the Union. Upon the outbreak of the war in 1861, he was
commissioned in the Ohio Volunteer Infantry, becoming a
lieutenant colonel and then colonel. InJanuary 1862, commanding
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a brigade, he won a minor victory—a rare Union success at the
time—at Middle Creek, Ky. As a result, at the youthful age of 31 he
became a brigadier general, but before long illness forced him to
take leave.

Meantime, the Republicans in his home district had nominated
the absent general for the U.S. House of Representatives.
Nevertheless, after his election in 1862, he made good his campaign
promise to return to the battlefield. Early the next year, he was
appointed as chief of staff in Gen. William Rosecrans’ Army of the
Cumberland, then in middle Tennessee. With the support of
Garfield but the disapproval of many other officers, Rosecrans
made plans to drive Gen. Braxton Bragg’s forces out of the State.
Although this goal was achieved, the failure of the second phase of
the Union offensive at Chickamauga, Ga., resulted in the
discrediting of Rosecrans. Nevertheless, Garfield gained credit for
his courageous leadership and won promotion to the rank of major
general.

In late 1863 Garfield resigned from the Army to take his seat in
the U.S. House of Representatives, to which he was to be reelected
eight times and occupy until 1880. Early in his congressional
career, Garfield’s belief in a stern Reconstruction policy and
conservative economic attitude sometimes led him to disagree with
President Lincoln’s policies. Yet he supported his renomination
and deeply mourned his assassination. In its wake, he dissuaded a
vindictive mob in New York City, where he was visiting, from
burning the offices of a Democratic newspaper.

Along with James G. Blaine, Garfield came to be a major ally of
Radical Republican leader Thaddeus Stevens. Garfield, reflecting
his party’s position, staunchly rejected the inflationary “green-
back” program for the issuance of paper money and advocated
deflationary “sound-money” policies. On the other hand, he was
lukewarm in his advocacy of the party’s protective tariff program.

After Stevens died in 1868, Garfield and Blaine captained House
Republicans during the stormy and scandal-ridden Grant adminis-
tration. Garfield was peripherally involved in the Crédit Mobilier
as well as in a lesser charge of corruption with a construction
contractor, but he emerged relatively untainted.

After Blaine’s election to the Senate in 1876, Garfield became the
House Minority Leader. When the disputed Presidential election of
that year came to the Congress, he helped frame the legislation for

187



'r|1-, L 4

Garfield “cuts a swath™ to the White House in this 1880 campaign poster.

and served on the commission that settled the issue of disputed
electoral votes. As a result, Hayes, whom he had campaigned for,
went to the White House.

In 1880 the Republican-controlled Ohio legislature elected
Garfield to the U.S. Senate, but he never served there because he
soon won his party’s Presidential nomination—by a circuitous
route. After the convention hopelessly deadlocked over three
candidates, Garfield triumphed as a “dark horse” on the 36th
ballot.

Despite attempts to appease the party’s “Stalwart” wing with the
choice of Chester A. Arthur for Vice President, the Republicans
remained disunited against Gen. Winfield S. Hancock and eked out
only a narrow victory. Garfield conducted a good share of the

campaign from the “front porch” of his Lawnfield estate in Mentor,
Ohio.



Felled by an assassin’s bullet, President Garfield lies stricken in the White House.
He later died at Elberon. New Jersey.

In hopes of reuniting his party, Garfield appointed a Cabinet
representing various Republican factions. But harmony did not
prevail because he clashed repeatedly with the New York-based
Stalwarts on political appointments and patronage at the New
York City Customs House. To compound the problem, his
Postmaster General soon discovered that Republicans in his
department were engaged in extensive corruption. Certain contrac-
tors had been awarded rural delivery (star) routes on the basis of
favoritism, and had reaped unjust gains. Over the objections of
implicated politicians, Garfield backed his appointee’s well-
publicized investigation. His bold actions on such matters won the
acclaim of reform leaders.

During the few months he was in office, Garfield announced to
England his desire to revise the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty of 1850,
and his Secretary of State, Blaine, called a conference of American
republics to be held in Washington in 1882. This meeting did not
take place as scheduled partially because of the President’s
assassination.

On July 2, 1881, when vacation-bound Garfield arrived at
Washington’s Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Staticn, a dis-
gruntled officeseeker shot the President twice in the back.
Undergoing numerous medical treatments, including Alexander
Graham Bell’s attempts to find the bullet with his newly invented
induction balance electrical device, Garfield lingered on for more
than 2 months, at first in the White House and then at a seaside
retreat in Elberon, N.J. He died there on September 19.






Chester A. Arthur

TWENTY-FIRST PRESIDENT  1881-85

Arthur, an erstwhile machine politician who became
President upon the death of Garfield and had never
held elective office except for the Vice-Presidency,
seemed unsuited for the role of Chief Executive. Yet
he gained major stature in that position. Abandoning
the spoilsmanship with which he had long been
associated and gaining many enemies in his own
party, he championed bipartisan civil service reform.
This cost him all chance for renomination.

The eldest son in a large family sired by a Baptist minister who
had immigrated from Ireland via Canada, Arthur was born in 1830
near the Canadian border at Fairfield or Waterville, Vt. During his
first decade of life, his father moved to a series of parishes, pre-
dominantly in the Vermont-New York border area. The youth
attended schools in various localities until his father settled for 5
years in Union Village (present Greenwich), N.Y. In 1844 the
family relocated to Schenectady, N.Y. Arthur studied at the
Lyceum School for a year and then Union College, partially
financing himself by teaching and graduating with honors in 1848.

For the next 5 years, Arthur continued to teach, mainly in the
Pownal, Vt., area, and attained the rank of principal. Meantime, he
had read law. In 1853 he intensified his studies with a New York
City firm managed by family friends, was admitted to the bar that
same year, and joined them. Because of his antislavery views, the
young lawyer associated himself with the emerging Republican
Party at its first State convention, provided legal services for
fugitive slaves, and in one case dealt a legal blow against
segregated public transportation in Brooklyn.

In 1859 Arthur married Ellen Lewis Herndon of Fredericksburg,
Va., daughter of a prominent naval officer. She was to bear one
daughter and two sons. In 1857 Arthur had joined the State militia
as a judge advocate. During the Civil War, temporarily discontinu-
ing his legal practice, he went on active duty. He ably served in a
variety of administrative posts on the home front: engineer-in-
chief, quartermaster general, and inspector general.
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In 1863 Arthur resumed his law practice and renewed his interest
in Republican politics. Five years later, he directed election
strategy for the Central Grant Club of New York. The next year, he
was named counsel for the New York City Tax Commission. In
1871 President Grant, rewarding him for his party loyalty,
appointed him as collector of customs of the Port of New York.

Arthur, again proving to be an efficient administrator, hired
most of his 1,000 employees on the basis of merit. But he also
subscribed to the spoils system, hired more personnel than were
needed, and expected them to support the party—particularly U.S.
Senator Roscoe Conkling’s Stalwart Republican machine. Presi-
dent Hayes, a Republican reformer who was at odds with the
Stalwarts, removed Arthur in 1878.

Arthur returned to his law practice, and aided the revengeful
attempts of Conkling’s faction to win a third term for Grant at the
1880 convention. This effort failed, but Arthur received the Vice-
Presidential nomination under James Garfield. Once in office,
Arthur remained a Conkling loyalist, even when the latter clashed
with President Garfield over patronage.

Arthur, still grieving over the loss of his wife the previous year,
assumed the Presidency in 1881 upon the assassination of Garfield
by a disgruntled job seeker. To the dismay of Conkling and his
followers, Arthur rose above partisanship. He abandoned his
presumed loyalty to the Stalwarts, attempted to unify his party,
and became an ardent reformer.

Pursuing efforts initiated under Hayes and Garfield, Arthur
pushed prosecution of a series of fraud cases in the Post Office
Department, and reformed the civil service. Political party af-
filiation instead of merit had long determined Federal job ap-
pointments. Arthur prodded Congress to action. The Pendleton
Act of 1883 prohibited assessment of salary kickbacks from public
employees, as well as their removal for political reasons. Moreover,
it established a bipartisan Civil Service Commission, which was
charged with classification of Federal jobs and the administration
of competitive examinations to fill them. Only a fraction of all
positions were filled by merit at first, but the new act laid the
foundations for a tenured and nonpolitical civil service.

Arthur met less success in his attempts to lower tariff rates.
Although he recognized the need to protect fledgling native
industries from cheaper foreign goods, he believed that the existing
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Arthur at his desk in the White House.

high customs duties and taxes and the resultant Treasury
surpluses fostered reckless “pork-barrel” appropriations by Con-
gress. He created a commission, which included protectionists, to
study tariff revision. Despite its advice to cut the duties, in the
Tariff Act of 1883 Congress continued the protectionist policy,
though it reduced some rates.

Although Arthur signed the bill under protest, many westerners
and southerners, who felt high tariffs contributed to the high cost
of manufactured goods and low prices for their farm and other
products, turned to the Democratic Party for redress. Arthur did
manage to reduce the Treasury surplus by applying about $400
million of it toward payment of the national debt. Then, too, he
vetoed but failed to block an 1882 bill that included “pork-barrel”
items.
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President Arthur registers to vote in New York City.

Arthur also vetoed an act suspending Chinese immigration for
10 years but Congress overrode him. In 1883, at a time when only 24
outdated naval ships were in commission, the President approved
legislation to build four modern steel warships. The next year, he
signed a bill creating a rudimentary government for Alaska.
Highlights in foreign affairs included: acquisition of the right to



Chief Executive Arthur rides down Bellevue Avenue while vacationing at Newport,
Rhode Island, in 1884.

construct nautical coaling and repair stations in Hawaii, ratifica-
tion of a pact of friendship and commerce with Korea, and Senate
rejection of a treaty negotiated by Arthur to build a canal through
Nicaragua.

In the waning days of his term, Arthur took part in two symbolic
ceremonies. Marking the beginning of the electrical age, in
December 1884 he pressed a button at the White House that set
machinery in motion at a New Orleans exhibition. In February
1885 he dedicated the Washington Monument.

Although Arthur was a respected and popular President, he had
made too many enemies within his party. Despite a spirited effort
in 1884, he lost his place on the ticket to James G. Blaine. The
following year, he even failed to win a nomination for the U.S.
Senate from New York.

After the expiration of his Presidential term, Arthur retired to
New York City and died less than 2 years later.
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Grover Cleveland

TWENTY-SECOND PRESIDENT  1885-89
TWENTY-FOURTH PRESIDENT  1893-97

Cleveland. who had been a prominent upstate New
York lawyer and politician, was the first Democratic
Chief Executive after the Civil War and the only one
ever elected to nonconsecutive terms. Disdaining
paternalism for either the powerful or the weak, he
vetoed more bills than any previous President. He
rejected governmental interference with the
economy, fought protective tariffs and inflationary
monetary schemes, and continued the reform
programs of his immediate predecessors. A severe
economic depression and industry-labor strife
plagued his second term.

Born in 1837 at Caldwell, N.J., Cleveland was christened as
Stephen Grover, but stopped using his first name early in his life.
He was the fifth of nine children sired by a Presbyterian pastor. In
1841 a ministerial reassignment resulted in a family move to
Fayetteville, in central New York. There, the boy received an
education at home and in village schools until he was 13 years old.

At that time, his father’s failing health and financial problems
forced Grover to work as a clerk in a local store. When his father
took a job as district secretary of a missionary society and moved in
1850 to nearby Clinton, N.Y., the youth briefly enrolled at a college
preparatory academy there, but soon had to return to his clerk
position at Fayetteville. The death of his father in 1853, shortly
after taking a parsonage in Holland Patent, N.Y ., ended the young
man’s hopes of going to college.

After teaching in 1853-54 at Gotham’s New York Institution for
the Blind, Cleveland headed west to seek better economic
opportunity. By the spring of 1855, however, he had ventured only
as far as the stock farm of his uncle, Lewis F. Allen, near Buffalo,
N.Y. After a summer of assisting in compiling Allen’s American
Shorthorn Herd Book, Cleveland entered a Buffalo law office as an
apprentice clerk. In 1859 he was admitted to the bar and began
practice. Lacking a martial spirit and still burdened by family
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financial responsibilities, during the Civil War (1861-65) he hired a
substitute, as did many others, to perform his military service.

Cleveland had shown a predilection for Democratic politics as
early as 1858, and first worked for the local party organization.
Four years later, he was elected as a city ward supervisor, and the
following year was appointed as assistant district attorney of Erie
County, which included Buffalo. In 1865 he lost a race for district
attorney. For the next 5 years, he devoted himself to his law
practice. Then he was elected as county sheriff (1871-73), after
which he resumed his legal activities. By the mid-1870’s, he had
attained recognition as one of the leading lawyers in the western
part of the State. In 1881 he was elected as mayor of Buffalo, in
which position he launched attacks on machine politics that
irritated even his own party.
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