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AFRICAN AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS ASSESSMENT STUDY 
National Park Service – Cultural Resources 

National Historic Landmarks Program 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Introduction 
 
The African American National Historic Landmarks Assessment Study evaluated the National 
Historic Landmarks Program’s comprehensiveness in commemorating nationally significant 
African American history. The goal of the assessment study was to identify patterns in the 
identification, evaluation, and nomination of properties associated with African American history 
and to determine if all aspects of this history are represented. Working under a long-standing 
cooperative agreement, the National Historic Landmarks Program (NHL Program) and the 
Organization of American Historians (OAH) assembled a team of scholars to review the current 
list of National Historic Landmarks (NHLs) and offer feedback. The reviewing scholars convened 
on September 10, 2007, at the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of African American 
History and Culture in Washington, DC, to discuss their assessments and make 
recommendations for future research and nomination efforts. The final report will assist the 
National Park Service (NPS) in creating a network of scholars and organizations that may be 
interested in the recommendations of the Scholars Meeting Group, and undertake the 
necessary research and documentation to prepare nominations that lead to NHL designation of 
new properties associated with African American history. The report will assist planners in 
evaluating proposals by Congress and others for additions to the National Park System, 
National Historic Trails, and National Heritage Areas as well as assist states, Federal agencies, 
and the general public in identifying properties that should be nominated for NHL status. 
 
Methodology 
 
In fiscal year 2005, the NPS Park Planning Office provided $25,000 to the NHL Program to 
evaluate the comprehensiveness of the program’s efforts in commemorating nationally 
significant African American history. To facilitate this assessment, the NHL Program defined 
African American history as the broad range of themes, events, ideas, and technologies that are 
directly associated with a person or people of African ancestry; or that have a nationally 
significant cultural, economic, legal, social, or political impact on people of African ancestry from 
European settlement of North America to the present. Therefore, the list of NHLs identified for 
the assessment study may not be directly associated with a person of African ancestry but all 
represent national trends and events that had a nationally significant impact on or were uniquely 
influenced by the African American community. 
 
In Phase I of the Assessment Study, the NHL Program identified and compiled documentation 
on currently listed NHLs and NPS units designated for their association with African American 
history. Relevant sites were identified using National Landmarks, American Treasures (2000) by 
S. Allen Chambers, Jr., the NHL Program’s “List of National Historic Landmarks by State” (May 
2006), and the National Register Information System (NRIS).   
 
During Phase II, the NHL Program invited NPS regional offices, State Historic Preservation 
Offices (SHPOs), other government agencies, private organizations, and other interested 
parties to comment on the Assessment Study and recommend properties associated with 
African American history for potential NHL nomination. The query garnered responses from 32 
SHPOs, 3 NPS regional offices, several National Park System units, private preservation 
organizations, and other interested individuals. 
 
For Phase III of the Assessment Study, OAH recruited distinguished scholars of African 
American history to participate in the Scholars Meeting Group. Prior to the meeting held on 
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September 10, 2007, participants reviewed the list of previously identified NHLs with three 
objectives: 
 

1. Evaluate the current comprehensiveness of research and nominations of properties 
within ten major themes in African American history: Archeology; Colonial and Early 
America; Culture, Arts, and Ideas; Economics and Commerce; Emancipation and 
Reconstruction; History of the American West; Law, Society, and Government; Notable 
Individuals; Sciences and Technology; and Slavery and Civil War. 

 
2. Recommend additional themes in African American history to target for future research, 

documentation, and nomination efforts; and 
 

3. Identify potential properties and partners to facilitate future research and documentation 
of African American history, leading to the preparation of NHL nominations. 

 
Study Findings 
 
The Scholars Meeting Group found the following:   
 

1. Current NHLs provide fair coverage of nationally significant African American history and 
reflect a limited range of events, ideas, themes, and significant individuals.  

 
2. Five of the ten evaluated themes are minimally covered or require significant 

improvement in documentation and NHL nomination efforts: Archeology, Colonial and 
Early America, History of the American West, Science and Technology, and Economics 
and Commerce. 

 
3. The evaluated themes and existing NHLs do not sufficiently represent recent scholarship 

in African American history.   
 
Recommendations 
 
The Scholars Meeting Group recommended the following:   
 

1. Expansion of research and nomination efforts in five of the ten evaluated themes: 
Archeology, Colonial and Early America, History of the American West, Science and 
Technology, and Economics and Commerce. 

 
2. Development of ten additional themes for future research and NHL nomination efforts: 

Black Freedom Struggles; Grassroots and Vernacular History; Institutional History; 
Intellectual History; Education and Literacy; Era of Jim Crow; Racial Violence and 
Intimidation; Migration and Movement; Family Life and Relationships; and Black 
Recreation, Leisure, and Entertainment. 

 
3. Dissemination of the findings of the Assessment Study to preservation organizations and 

other interested parties that may partner with the National Park Service to facilitate and 
increase research, documentation, and nomination of properties associated with African 
American history. 
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AFRICAN AMERICAN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS ASSESSMENT STUDY 
 

Background 
 
National Historic Landmarks (NHLs) are cultural properties designated by the Secretary of the 
Interior as being nationally significant. They are acknowledged as among the nation’s most 
important historic places and the most outstanding representations of American history and 
identity. The NHL Program focuses attention on these historic places by recognizing and 
promoting preservation efforts by government agencies, private organizations, local 
communities, and individuals. Working with these parties, the NHL Program facilitates 
nomination of properties for designation by the Secretary of the Interior. Today, approximately 
2,500 historic places bear this national distinction and represent many aspects of United States 
history.  
 
To address the need for the NHLs to be fully representative of the nation’s history, in 1991 
Congress authorized the National Park Service (NPS), through Public Law 102-98, to conduct 
an African American History Theme Study, but did not provide funding for this project. Many 
NHLs are nominated through congressionally-mandated theme studies, which identify and 
consider related properties for designation within a specific historic theme. Despite limited 
resources, the NHL Program has recently undertaken several NHL theme studies associated 
with African American history (see Appendix G). These include the four-part American Civil 
Rights Theme Study that examines the desegregation of public accommodations, voting rights, 
access to open housing, and access to equal employment opportunities. OAH collaborated with 
the NHL Program in undertaking the American Civil Rights Theme Study, which has produced 
twelve NHL designations to date. 
 
In addition to properties designated in conjunction with theme studies, the NHL Program  
facilitated designation of several individual properties associated with African American 
history—with nominations prepared by SHPOs, NPS regional offices, private organizations, and 
interested individuals. The home of attorney Roswell Field, located in St. Louis, Missouri, is the 
most recent related property to be designated as an NHL. The Field House is associated with 
Field’s preparation of the legal defense for freedom seeker Dred Scott. Field formulated the 
legal argument that brought the case Scott v. Sanford before the U. S. Supreme Court but then 
turned the defense over to an attorney with more experience in arguing before the Court. The 
1857 decision, written by Chief Justice Roger B. Taney, ruled that no person of African ancestry 
could be a U.S. citizen and declared unconstitutional the Missouri Compromise of 1820, which 
prohibited slavery in the territory north of Missouri. The ruling, commonly known as the Dred 
Scott Decision, became a critical impetus for the American Civil War.   
 
In fiscal year 2005, the NPS Park Planning Office provided funding to undertake an assessment 
of the comprehensiveness of the NHL program’s nomination efforts in the area of African 
American history. The goal of the African American National Historic Landmarks Assessment 
Study was to identify patterns in the identification, evaluation, and nomination of properties 
associated with African American history and to determine if all aspects of this history are 
presently represented.   
 
Initial efforts focused on digitizing the official NHL documentation related to African American 
history. Completed at the end of fiscal year 2006, the NHL Program, in partnership with the 
Organization of American Historians, digitized the nominations and made them available to the 
public through the NPS website:  www.nps.gov/nhl.   
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Recognizing the breadth of both the thematic and chronological scope of “African American 
history,” the NHL Program formulated a definition to capture both the African American 
experience in the United States and delineate the NHL Program’s criteria for a property’s 
eligibility as a NHL. For the assessment study, African American history was defined as the 
broad range of themes, events, ideas, and technologies that are directly associated with a 
person or people of African ancestry; or that have a nationally significant cultural, economic, 
legal, social, or political impact on people of African ancestry, from European settlement of 
North America to the present. Therefore, some NHLs identified for the Assessment Study may 
not be directly associated with a person of African ancestry but all represent national trends and 
events that had a nationally significant impact on or were uniquely influenced by the African 
American community. Using this definition as a starting point, 174 existing NHLs (see Appendix 
A) and 47 National Park units (see Appendix D) were identified for their association with African 
American history.  
 
The NHL Program recognizes 30 categories of areas of significance (including "Other") that 
identify the topic under which a building, site, structure, object, or district is nominated for NHL 
designation. These areas of significance are topics in an overarching theme, by which a 
nomination preparer explains and justifies a property’s historical importance to the nation as a 
whole and by which a property’s significance is evaluated in comparison to other properties. In 
analyzing the list of identified properties, the NHL Program found that existing NHLs were 
designated using most of the recognized areas of significance but that some categories had no 
associated NHLs or were significantly less represented compared with other categories.  
 
An analysis of the extant NHLs provided in Appendix B, using the 29 areas of significance 
categories (excluding the category “Other”) to evaluate current commemoration of African 
American history, shows that: 

• Zero NHLs are associated with African American history in the following categories: Art, 
Conservation, and Maritime history; 

• Ten or fewer NHLs are associated with African American history in these categories: 
Agriculture (4), Archeology (2), Communications (4), Community Planning and 
Development (5), Economics (5), Engineering (2), Entertainment/Recreation (5), 
Health/Medicine (2), Invention (5), Landscape Architecture (2), Philosophy (1), Science 
(4), and Transportation (4); and 

• Eleven or more NHLs are associated with African American history in these categories: 
Architecture (11), Commerce (18), Education (44), Ethnic Heritage-Black (173); 
Exploration/ Settlement (23), Industry (19), Law (35), Literature (12), Military history 
(12), Performing Arts (16), Politics/Government (56), Religion (14), and Social history 
(140).* 

                                                 
* An NHL property may be significant in more than one area of significance, which explains why the total is more 
than the 174 existing NHLs associated with African American history. 
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Part A. Assessment of Existing Themes 
 

In 1999, the National Park Service’s Revised Thematic Framework highlighted the agency’s 
responsibility to ensure that research and NHL nomination efforts “reflect current scholarship 
and represent the full diversity of America’s past” (National Register Bulletin, “Appendix A,” How 
To Prepare National Historic Landmark Nominations. 1999: U.S. Department of the Interior, p. 
79). The African American Assessment Study evaluates the fulfillment of this mission in the field 
of African American history. Most of the NHL Program’s historical themes were established in 
the 1950s and 60s, reflecting the dominant scholarship of that period. Given the development of 
recent scholarship, the Scholars Meeting Group’s first major objective was to evaluate the 
existing historical themes and recommend which merited better coverage in the NHL Program.  
To facilitate assessment by the participating scholars, the NHL Program’s 30 areas of 
significance categories were condensed into ten major themes through which the existing 175 
African American NHLs were evaluated. The selected themes were: Economics and 
Commerce; Science and Technology; Culture, Art, and Ideas; Law, Society, and Government; 
Archeology; Notable Individuals; Colonial and Early America; Slavery and Civil War; 
Emancipation and Reconstruction; and History of the American West. By no means exhaustive, 
the ten were chosen with the recognition that some themes would overlap, that some NHLs 
could be representative of multiple themes, and that some NHLs would not neatly fit any of the 
chosen themes. Prior to the meeting on September 10, 2007, the scholars were given the list of 
existing NHLs, a brief analysis of the NHLs by theme, and the objectives of the Assessment 
Study. The scholars were asked to evaluate the existing NHLs within the ten themes—providing 
an explanation for their ratings—and recommend additional themes in African American history 
for future research and nomination efforts. 
 
The scholars used a sliding scale rating system, from 1 (poor) to 5 (excellent), which assessed 
the sufficiency of NHL documentation of events, ideas, themes, or significant individuals critical 
to commemorating the history and significance of the 10 evaluated themes. Scholars were 
specifically asked to provide an explanation of ratings below 4 (good). To view the complete 
rating system, see “Scholar Assessment Composite” in Appendix C. 
  
Findings 
 
The Scholars Meeting Group generally concluded that the current list of NHLs provided fair 
coverage of nationally-significant African American history and reflect a limited range of events, 
ideas, themes, and significant individuals. The scholars noted that the pattern of NHL Program 
nomination efforts focused extensively on legalistic and policy driven documentation of historic 
themes. The scholars determined that this focus did not capture many aspects of African 
American history and recommended that the NHL Program broaden its thematic scope. The 
Scholars Meeting Group also identified five themes where documentation and nomination 
efforts required significant improvement: Archeology, Colonial and Early America, History of the 
American West, Science and Technology, and Economics and Commerce. The Scholars 
Meeting Group determined that the numbers of existing NHLs associated with five themes were 
very small, or that extant NHLs represented history limited to a specific topic. While coverage 
was good or even excellent on a single topic (such as the Underground Railroad and 
desegregation of public education), the current NHLs were deficient in representing the broader 
histories of five themes. A synopsis of the five themes evaluated as poorly covered or needing 
improvement follows.   
 

Archeology: Citing recently discovered archeological sites, such as New Philadelphia 
Townsite in Barry, Illinois and the Slave Tunnel at the George Washington House in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the Scholars Meeting Group assessed the scarcity of 
archeological properties designated for African American history as poor, defined as 
having little or no coverage of major events, ideas, themes or significant persons in the 
category. The scholars pointed out that since African American resources were historical 
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targets of racial violence, intimidation, and destruction (see “Additional Themes”), 
archeological remains are quite possibly the only resources for research and 
documentation of large portions of nationally significant African American history. 
 
Colonial and Early America: The Scholars Meeting Group noted the need for 
documentation of the history of African American life and contributions during Colonial 
and Early America.  The Meeting Group particularly noted the lack of properties 
associated with the American maritime history of the Middle Passage and the Internal 
Slave Trade, African Americans’ roles in colonial settlement, and African American 
involvement in the American Revolutionary War and the War of 1812.  
 
History of the American West: The Scholars Meeting Group observed the absence of 
NHLs documenting African American history in the American West, particularly in the 
territorial and state history of California.  Citing the expansion of slavery and the 
admittance of territories into the United States as a pivotal issue in American history, the 
absence of NHLs commemorating this history was particularly problematic. The NHL 
Program does not include the history of African American migration and settlement of 
the region, particularly during the California Gold Rush of the late 1840 and 50s, the 
creation of post-Reconstruction all-black towns, and the development of urban western 
communities in the early to mid-20th century.   
 
Science and Technology: Although the Scholars Meeting Group noted that existing 
NHLs did commemorate African American history in the area of science and technology, 
demonstrated by the Charles R. Drew House NHL, the group also noted that the NHL 
Program does not fully document the range of African American inventors, architects, 
engineers, academicians, and institutions of scientific research. The Scholars Meeting 
Group was particularly critical of the absence of NHLs associated with the black medical 
profession, the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment, and the schools of science and 
engineering at Historically Black Colleges and Universities. 
 
Economics and Commerce: The Scholars Meeting Group determined that the existing 
NHLs provided only a small sampling of black businesses and commercial activity in the 
United States and noted that very few NHLs commemorated the history of African 
American craftsmanship or labor. The Scholars Meeting Group criticized the absence of 
NHLs that represent the larger history of collective black enterprise, such as mutual aid 
and benevolent societies, and the existence of black business districts—including their 
destruction due to white racial violence, as exemplified by the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921.  
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Part B. Recommendations for Additional Themes  

The second major objective in undertaking the Assessment Study was to ensure that future 
research and nomination efforts reflect current scholarship in the field of African American 
history. Reviewing scholars were asked to identify emerging scholarship in the field of African 
American history that deserves research and documentation within the NHL Program and to 
identify non-designated properties that best represent this new scholarship. The Scholars 
Meeting Group recommended ten additional thematic areas for future research and 
documentation: Black Freedom Struggles; Grassroots and Vernacular History; Institutional 
History; Intellectual History; Education and Literacy; Era of Jim Crow; Racial Violence and 
Intimidation; Migration and Movement; Family Life and Relationships; and Black Recreation, 
Leisure, and Entertainment. The Scholars Meeting Group viewed these recommendations as a 
beginning point to address gaps in NHL research and documentation of African American 
history, and not as a definitive list. 
 

Black Freedom Struggles or Struggles for Full Freedom, Justice, and Equality: At every 
moment in American history, various groups have contested the meaning of citizenship 
and freedom; never more so than with the struggles of African Americans for inclusion in 
or separation from American society. The Scholars Meeting Group determined that the 
NHL Program has largely succeeded in nominating a wide range of resources important 
for documenting civil rights history, or African American struggles for inclusion in 
American society. However, past nomination efforts have ignored the history of African 
American struggles for self-determination that do not have integration as its goal. The 
absence of NHLs documenting this history, therefore, does not represent the full 
complexity and significance of African American history, particularly since reactions to 
more radical African American definitions of freedom frequently spurred transformations 
in American society. Expanding research and nomination efforts to represent a larger 
Black Freedom Struggles theme would continue nomination efforts within the theme of 
civil rights but would also illustrate the national significance and impact of black 
nationalism and other radical movements—both domestic and international—on 
American society.  

 
Grassroots and Vernacular History: The Scholars Meeting Group noted that existing 
NHLs and National Park System units provide broad representation of notable African 
American leaders and major events in African American history, such as the Mary 
McLeod Bethune Council House National Historic Site and the Tuskegee Airman 
National Historic Site. However, the Scholars Meeting Group also pointed out that the 
most striking feature of African Americans’ profound impact on American society has 
been through the ordinary experiences of their daily lives. Although the importance of 
African American leaders and mass movements can never be understated, it has often 
been the everyday African American knowledge that has soaked into the fabric of 
American life, often in previously undocumented ways.  The Scholars Meeting Group 
determined that NHL Program nomination efforts should capture the national 
significance of “ordinary” lived experiences. For example, emerging scholarship on the 
importance and impact of African American foodways illustrates the need for increased 
nomination efforts in the category of social history. Scholarly studies of African American 
recipes and cooking techniques, commonly called “soul food,” have recently gained 
prominence. NPS has begun to commemorate this history, particularly in the Historic 
American Buildings Survey and Historical American Engineering Record Program’s 
focus on documenting vernacular architecture, such as exemplary examples of shotgun 
houses, as well as in the Park Ethnography Division’s recently launched “National Parks 
Associated with African Americans: An Ethnographic Perspective” Program.   

 
Institutional History: In tandem with the daily experiences of African American life, 
institutions form a critical locus from and around which African Americans organized as a 
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community to effectively transform American society. Black religious institutions (African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, United House of Prayer, Nation Of Islam), Black fraternal 
organizations (Prince Hall Masons, Easter Star, Greek fraternities and sororities), 
political and social clubs (National Association of Colored Women, National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People, National Urban League), Black 
business/professional/economic organizations (Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, 
benevolent societies), and educational institutions (Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities) form the nucleus of organized activities to build African American 
communities and challenge institutional racism in the United States. The Scholars 
Meeting Group recommended that future NHL nomination efforts focus on documenting 
this legacy. 

 
Intellectual History: In addition to building institutions, African American also invented 
and developed theories, ideas, concepts, and products that further transformed 
American society. The Scholars Meeting Group determined that future NHL efforts 
should recognize and preserve the creation of ideas and products developed within 
African American intellectual traditions, by researching and documenting sites 
associated with African American architects, authors, artists, academicians, community 
scholars, scientific researchers, and inventors. For example, the W. E. B. DuBois 
Boyhood Homesite is an NHL designated for its association with the famed civil rights 
activist and first African American Ph.D. recipient from Harvard university. DuBois 
researched and wrote The Philadelphia Negro, which is widely regarded as one of the 
foundational texts for the field of American sociology.   

 
Education and Literacy: Connected to the theme of Intellectual History is the unique 
struggle of African Americans to obtain education and literacy in the United States.  
Acknowledging past NHL nomination efforts around the theme of education, the 
Scholars Meeting Group determined that more focused research was necessary to 
document the legal and extra-legal barriers used to deny education to African Americans 
and the unique solutions that African Americans, their supporters, and their opponents 
used to challenge or maintain educational inequality. The Scholars Meeting Group 
pointed out that the struggle for African American education and literacy was the result 
as well as the catalyst for changes in national education policy, both governmental and 
privately-sponsored. The Scholars Meeting Group cited such examples as racially-
segregated public schools; Freedman Bureau schools; Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities; Rosenwald Schools; Church-sponsored schools; and current debates 
surrounding multi-cultural education, integration and community-controlled schools.  

 
Era of Jim Crow: The Scholars Meeting Group determined that there were significant 
chronological gaps in the documentation of current NHLs. The small number of NHLs 
whose periods of significance span the 1880s to the 1930s and the post-1960s history 
merited attention. Because of the general 50-Year Rule in NHL nomination criteria, the 
Scholars Meeting Group determined to prioritize the 1880s-1930s, designating the 
period as the “Era of Jim Crow” to encompass both its thematic and chronological 
aspects. The Era of Jim Crow includes institution and community-building post-
Reconstruction, the extreme racial violence and intimidation of African Americans, the 
First Great Migration, regionalism, the development of scientific racism, and government 
policy decisions leading to the Modern Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 60s.  
 
Racial Intimidation and Violence: The Scholars Meeting Group also recommended a 
Racial Intimidation and Violence theme associated with African American history, as an 
important historical demonstration of and catalyst for community and government action 
to control issues of race, power, and citizenship. The Racial Intimidation and Violence 
theme spans the establishment, maintenance, and demise of the American slave 
system; lynching and white racial riots of the late 19th and early 20th centuries; as well as 
violence during the 1950s and 60s Civil Rights Movement such as the 1955 murder of 
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Emmett Till and the murder of African American civil rights leader Medgar Evers in 1963 
in Mississippi. The theme also encompasses the history of resistance to such violence 
through anti-lynching campaigns, establishment of institutions such as the NAACP, 
theories such as non-violence and self-defense, and events such as the integration of 
Little Rock Central High School (an NHL and National Park System unit) in Arkansas.   

 
Migration and Movement: African American history is also the story of movement, both 
forced and voluntary. The Scholars Meeting Group recommended a Migration and 
Movement theme as a target for future research and nomination efforts. More broad than 
the settlement/exploration area of significance category currently used by the NHL 
Program, African American movement extends beyond the simple “peopling” of the 
United States, as the category has primarily been documented in NHL nominations. The 
theme encompasses the reality that, in African American history, movement becomes a 
method for either claiming or being denied freedom in American society. The Scholars 
Meeting Group quickly noted that the Migration and Movement theme also closely aligns 
with the Racial Intimidation and Violence theme because voluntary movement by African 
Americans was often an attempt to escape intimidation and violence—leading to the 
establishment of maroon communities during enslavement; all-Black townships; African 
repatriation movements; and expatriation to other countries such as Mexico, Canada, 
and France. The Migration and Movement theme would provide for increased NHL 
representation of the International and Internal Slave Trade, immigration, national 
transformations in transportation as well as government policy-making, such as urban 
renewal projects and military assignments. The theme also captures the history of 
movements based on economic factors (history of labor, agriculture, American industry), 
and the demographic and institutional results (urbanization, suburbanization, unionism). 

 
African American Family Life and Relationships: The African American family as a unit of 
historical change, protest, and support is closely aligned with the Grassroots and 
Vernacular History theme, and includes the documentation of the historical impact of 
multi-generational black families on the national landscape. The contributions of notable 
African American families, significant for successive generations of importance instead 
of a single person, would recognize and preserve the collective impact. Examples 
include the military contributions of the Benjamin O. Davis family, the educational and 
civil rights impact of the Forten-Grimke family, and the economic and cultural impact of 
the Madame C. J. Walker family. Emerging scholarship on multi-generational African 
American families also documents the unique systems and laws regarding inheritance, 
heirs’ property, and other issues that resulted from their existence. In addition to property 
ownership issues, legislation associated with Black families occupies a unique and 
significant place in American social and labor history—particularly within the American 
slave system, through miscegenation laws, within early 20th century eugenics debates, 
and other governmental policy development such as in social assistance programs.  

 
Black Recreation, Leisure, and Entertainment: African American culture in the United 
States has frequently provided the foundations of American cultural identity.  In 
recognizing this influence, the Scholars Meeting Group recommended that future 
research and documentation commemorate the development of African American 
culture and its impact on the transformation of American culture. Resources in this 
category could include back-owned media outlets, performance venues, sporting 
arenas/facilities, tourist and resort communities, record companies and recording 
studios, as well as notable artists and athletes that entertained American audiences. 
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Part C. Future Research and Nomination Efforts 
 
The larger purpose of undertaking the Assessment Study is to ensure that existing and future 
NHLs are broadly representative of African Americans’ contributions to the nation’s history and 
to find strategies to increase future research and documentation efforts leading to NHL 
nominations. The Assessment Study findings noted the need to develop these strategies. To 
that end, the Scholars Meeting Group developed a list of organizations and other interested 
parties that may partner with the NPS to promote the findings of the Assessment Study and 
undertake its recommendations. The Scholars Meeting Group recommended that the National 
Park Service widely disseminate the Assessment Study findings and encourage private 
organizations and individuals to research and nominate properties associated with African 
American history.   
 
Recommendations for Future Research and Potential NHL Nomination 

 
To further address deficiently covered and newly emerged themes in nationally significant 
African American history, the NHL Program queried NPS Regional Offices, State Historic 
Preservation Officers, and other government agencies to obtain recommendations of properties 
associated with African American history for potential NHL nomination. The query garnered 
responses from 32 SHPOs, 3 NPS Regional Offices, several National Park System units, 
private preservation organizations, and interested individuals. 
 
Queried parties recommended 89 current National Register properties and 112 properties that 
are not listed in the National Register for further research. In addition, SHPOs recommended 
revision to the official documentation of 47 NHLs to include information on the property’s 
previously undocumented association with nationally significant African American history (see 
Appendix E). The recommended properties represent a wide range of themes and property 
types.  Each recommendation must be further researched, documented, and evaluated in 
accordance with NHL Program criteria. A sample of these property recommendations are 
provided in Appendix F.   
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Conclusion 
 
The African American National Historic Landmarks Assessment Study illustrates the ongoing 
challenges of ensuring that the National Park Service’s programs represent the full diversity of 
United States heritage through the identification, documentation, and nomination of National 
Historic Landmarks. As new scholarship emerges, the NHL Program must respond by ensuring 
that future research and nomination efforts reflect and represent current thinking about the 
American past. The NHL Program must create a network of scholars and organizations that will 
become invested in the findings and recommendations of the Scholars Meeting Group and will 
undertake the needed research and documentation leading to National Historic Landmark 
nominations. The Scholars Meeting Group recommendations offer a strategy to best market the 
documentation opportunities so that limited resources can be used to greatest advantage. 
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APPENDIX B 
ANALYSIS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN NHLs 

 
 

African American NHLs by Designation Date 
 

1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000-07 

17 97 8 30 22 
 
 

African American NHLs by State or Territory 
 

Location Number 
of NHLs 

 Location Number 
of NHLs 

 Location Number 
of NHLs 

Alabama 9 
 

Maine 1
 

Pennsylvania 9

Alaska 0 
 

Maryland 1
 

Puerto Rico 0

Arizona 1 
 

Massachusetts 12
 

Rhode Island 1

Arkansas 3 
 

Michigan 1
 South 

Carolina 13

California 1 
 

Minnesota 0
 South 

Dakota 0

Colorado 0 
 

Mississippi 3
 

Tennessee 6

Connecticut 3 
 

Missouri 5
 

Texas 0

Delaware 2 
 

Montana 0
 

Utah 0
District of 
Columbia 12 

 
Nebraska 0

 

Vermont 1

Florida 4 
 

Nevada 0
  U.S. Virgin 

Islands 1

Georgia 5 
 New 

Hampshire 0
 

Virginia 14

Hawaii 0 
 

New Jersey 1
 

Washington 0

Idaho 0 
 

New Mexico 1
 

West Virginia 0

Illinois 9 
 

New York 21
 

Wisconsin 2

Indiana 4 
 

North Carolina 3
 

Wyoming 0

Iowa 2 
 

North Dakota 0
 Other 

Jurisdictions 0

Kansas 5 
 

Ohio 9
 

 

 

Kentucky 1 
 

Oklahoma 4

 Total 
Properties 174 

Louisiana 4 
 

Oregon 0
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African American NHLs by Area of Significance 
 
Note on Methodology: The 174 NHLs identified in conjunction with the Assessment Study have the 
following areas of significance listed in their official documentation.  A NHL may be significant in more 
than one area of significance category, which explains why the total number of categories indicated is 
more than the 174 existing NHLs associated with African American history.  With further research, the 
existing NHL documentation may need revision to recognize additional areas of significance associated 
with African American history.  
  

AREA OF 
SIGNIFICANCE DEFINITION 

NUMBER OF 
ASSOCIATED 

NHLS          

Agriculture 

The process and technology of cultivating soil, producing crops, raising 
livestock and plants 4   

Architecture 

The practical art of designing and constructing buildings and structures 
to serve human needs 11   

Archeology 

The study of prehistoric and historic cultures through excavation and 
the analysis of physical remains. 2   

Prehistoric 
  Study of aboriginal cultures before the advent of 

written records.   0 

Historic Aboriginal 
  Study of aboriginal cultures after the advent of 

written records.   0 

Historic non-Aboriginal 
  Study of non-aboriginal cultures after the advent 

of written records.   2 

Art 
The creating of painting, printmaking, photographs, sculpture, and 
decorative arts 1   

Commerce 

The business of trading goods, service, and commodities 

18   

Communications 

The technology and process of transmitting information 

4   

Community Planning 
and Development 

The design and development of the physical structure communities 

5   

Conservation 

The preservation, Maintenance, and management of natural or 
manmade resources. 0   

Economics 

The study of the production, distribution, and consumption of wealth, 
the management of monetary and other assets. 5   

Education 

The process of conveying or acquiring knowledge or skills through 
systematic instruction, training, or study. 

44   

Engineering 

The practical application of scientific principles to design, construct, and 
operate equipment, machinery, and structures to serve human needs. 

2   

Entertainment/ 
Recreation 

The development and practice of leisure activities for refreshment, 
diversion, amusement, or sport. 

5   

Ethnic Heritage 

The history of persons having a common ethnic or racial identity 

172   

Asian 
  Persons having origins in the Far East, 

Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent.   0 

Black 
  Persons having origins in any of the black racial 

groups of Africa   173 

Hispanic 

  Persons having origins in the Spanish-speaking 
areas of the Caribbean, Mexico, Central 
America, and South America   0 

Native American 

  Persons having origins in any of the original 
peoples of North America, including American 
Indian and American Eskimo cultural groups.   4 

Pacific Islander 
  Persons having origins in the Pacific Islands, 

including Polynesia, Micronesia, and Melanesia.   0 

Other 
  Persons having origins in other parts of the 

world, such as the Middle East or North Africa.   0 
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AREA OF 
SIGNIFICANCE DEFINITION 

NUMBER OF 
ASSOCIATED 

NHLS          

Exploration/ Settlement 

The investigation of unknown or little known regions; establishment and 
earliest development of new settlements or communities. 

23   

Health/ Medicine 

The care of the sick, disabled, and handicapped; the promotion of 
health and hygiene 

2   

Industry 

The technology and process of managing materials, labor, and 
equipment to produce goods and services. 

19   

Invention 

The art of originating by experiment or ingenuity an object, system, or 
concept of practical value. 

5   

Landscape Architecture 

The practical art of designing or arranging the land for human use and 
enjoyment 

2   

Law 

The interpretation and enforcement of society's legal code. 

35   

Literature 

The creation of prose and poetry. 

12   

Maritime History 

The history of exploration, fishing, navigation, and use of inland, 
coastal, and deep sea waters. 

0   

Military History 

The system of defending the territory and sovereignty of a people. 

12   

Performing Arts 

The creation of drama, dance, and music. 

16   

Philosophy 

The theoretical study of thought, knowledge, and the nature of the 
universe. 

1   

Politics/ Government 

The enactment and administration of laws by which a nation, state, or 
other political jurisdiction is governed; activities related to political 
process. 56   

Religion 

The organized system of beliefs, practices, and traditions regarding 
mankind's relationship to perceived supernatural forces. 

14   

Science 

The systematic study of natural law and phenomena. 

4   

Social History 

The history of efforts to promote the welfare of society; the history of 
society and the life ways of its social groups. 

140   

Transportation 

The process and technology of conveying passengers or materials 

4   

Other 

Any area not covered by the above categories 

0   
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APPENDIX C  
SCHOLAR COMPOSITE ASSESSMENT 

  
Above: Scholar Assessment and Recommendation Form, given to Scholars Meeting Group prior to Sept. 10, 2007 Meeting.  

 
Below are the complete Scholar Assessment Rating Scale and the composite rating for the 10 
themes chosen for evaluation.  Scholars were directed to provide brief explanations for all ratings 
and a more extensive explanation for ratings below 4.  The average overall rating was 2.77, 
indicating that coverage of these ten themes in African American history was fair because 
existing National Historic Landmarks commemorated a limited number of events, ideas, themes, 
or significant persons. 
 

N/A 1 2 3 4 5 
No 

Assessment 
Poor Needs 

Improvement 
Fair Good Excellent 

Outside area 
of expertise 

Little or no 
coverage of major 
events, ideas, 
themes, or 
significant persons 

Some coverage of 
major events,  
ideas, themes, or 
significant persons 

Coverage limited 
to some events, 
ideas, themes, or 
significant persons
  

Coverage of 
major events, 
ideas, themes 
and significant 
persons  

Broad coverage of 
major events, 
ideas, themes, 
and significant 
persons 

 
1. Economics and Commerce:    Avg. Rating  2.5_ 
 
2. Science and Technology:     Avg. Rating  2.25 
 
3. Culture, Art and Ideas :     Avg. Rating   3  _ 
 
4. Law, Society and Government:    Avg. Rating   4  _  
 
5. Archeology:      Avg. Rating  1.5_  
 
6. Notable Individuals :     Avg. Rating  3.75  
 
7. Colonial and Early America:    Avg. Rating _2 _     
 
8. Slavery and Civil War:     Avg. Rating  3.25 
 
9. Emancipation and Reconstruction:   Avg. Rating  3.25  
 
10. History of the American West:  Avg. Rating  2.25 
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APPENDIX G 
ASSOCIATED THEME STUDIES 

 
The following Congressionally-mandated theme studies have developed historic contexts that examine 
African American history.  The majority of these theme studies have resulted in the identification, 
nomination, and NHL designation of at least one property associated with nationally-significant African 
American history.  Early theme studies are unavailable in hardcopy but many can be downloaded in .pdf 
format from the NHL Program website: http://www.nps.gov/nhl/themes/themes.htm. 
 
• Black Americans in the United States (1974) 
• The US Constitution (1986) 
• Women’s History  
• Underground Railroad (2005) 
• Racial Desegregation in Public Education (2000) 
• American Civil Rights  

o Civil Rights in America: A Framework for Identifying Significant Sites (2002) 
o Public Accommodations (Draft 2004) 
o Voting Rights (Draft 2007) 
o Equal Employment (In Progress) 
o Equal Housing (In Progress) 

• World War II Home Front Theme Study (2007)  
• Labor History Theme Study (Draft 2003) 
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