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Project Methodology 
  
 This History, Conditions Assessment & Maintenance Recommendations Report 
is the result of a project partnership between the Tennessee Historical Commission 
(THC), and the Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area (NHA).  The State of 
Tennessee owns Hawthorne Hill, located in Castalian Springs, Tennessee.  The 
Tennessee Historical Commission asked the NHA to develop this report for the house 
and its property.  After meetings between Martha Akins, State Sites Director, THC, E. 
Patrick McIntyre, Jr., Executive Director, THC, Dr. Carroll Van West, Director of the 
Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area, and Jessi White, a graduate research 
assistant at the Middle Tennessee State University Center for Historic Preservation, 
work was begun on the report. 
 
 Jessi White, with the assistance of Dr. Carroll Van West and Michael T. Gavin 
of the Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area, assessed the preservation needs 
of the various structures located at the site.  Jessi White and Michael T. Gavin also 
measured the interior and exterior of the house.  White also put together detailed Auto 
CAD drawings, and 3-D renderings of the building, researched the history of the family 
associated with the house, and documented changes made to the house.  White, with 
the guidance of Gavin, evaluated the building and site and developed the needs 
assessment of the site. 
 
 Thanks to Rick Hendrix,  Director of Wynnewood, for his help in researching the 
Bate family and property history and for the access to his personal archives.  Thanks 
also to Tracy Parks for his insight into the house and property, and for the access to 
his personal photo album. 
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Property History 



 

 

  
 The property that Hawthorne Hill now stands on was originally part of a 400 
acre land grant given to Charles Carter by Neil McLaughlin on December 1, 1792.1  
According to a land deed filed on June 2, 1810 Charles Carter conveyed 208 acres of 
that land to John Bearden.2  Oral traditions suggest that John Bearden originally 
constructed Hawthorne Hill on the property during the early 1800s.  No explicit 
evidence has surfaced stating that Bearden built the two story hall and parlor house, 
but a close assessment of the house’s framework, materials, and style point to an early 
date of construction, circa 1800.  It is also important to note that although the deed 
between Carter and Bearden is dated 1810, Bearden could have acquired the property 
earlier and filed the deed at a later date.   
 
  

2 

 1  Doug Drake, Jack Masters, and Bill Puryear, Founding of the Cumberland Settlements: The 
First Atlas 1779-1804 Data Supplement 1 North Carolina Warrants, Surveys and Surveyor Plats, 
(Gallatin, TN: Warioto Press, 2009), 151. 
 
 2   “A deed for 208 acres of land: Charles Carter to John Bearden,” Deed Book 5, (Sumner 
County: June, 1810), 194. 

Image of the McLaughlin, Carter land grant.  Image from Doug Drake, Jack Masters, and Bill Puryear, 
Founding of the Cumberland Settlements: The First Atlas 1779-1804 Data Supplement 1 North 

Carolina Warrants, Surveys and Surveyor Plats, (Gallatin, TN: Warioto Press, 2009), 151. 



 

 

  

 In a deed dated March 3, 1817, John Bearden 
sold his 208 acre plot of land to Colonel Humphrey 
Bate.3  Colonel Bate moved into the house shortly 
thereafter with his first wife Elizabeth Pollock Brimage 
and their two remaining children James Henry and 
Thomas West.  Colonel Bate was a veteran of the War 
of 1812. He served in Troop #3 of the Tennessee 
Volunteer Calvary led by Colonel Coffee in the 
Natchez Expedition of 1812.4  Three years after the 
family moved into the house Elizabeth passed away.  
On September 9,1821, Colonel Humphrey married his 
second wife Anne Franklin Weatherred.  The two had 
nine children, the names of whom are listed in the 
family genealogy found in Appendix B.   
 
 While under the ownership of Humphrey Bate 
Hawthorne Hill underwent several remodels to 
accommodate the needs and tastes of the growing 

family.  The house’s simple hall and parlor plan was 
converted to a central hall layout, popular in the 1820s 

and 30s, and the main staircase was walled in. A decorative  “bird and shell” frieze and 
a “sliced egg” boarder are believed to have been added around the same time to the 
central hall and the east room.5  The cased opening on the second floor was sealed 
and a winder staircase was added to the west room.  The number and ages of female 
and male children within the household suggests that the second story alterations were 
made later to insure privacy.  
 
 On September 1, 1856 Colonel Humphrey died at the age of  77 and was buried 
in the family graveyard to the west of the house.  Ownership of the house then passed 
to his wife Anne Franklin.  Anne Franklin passed away on April 1,1875 and was buried 
with her husband in the family plot.  In her will she left the house to her eldest son 
William George Weatherred Bate and her second eldest son Henry Clay Bate.6  The 
house, however, came under the ownership of her third eldest son Humphrey Howell 
Bate, Sr., M.D. 

Portrait of Col. Humphrey Bate. 
Image courtesy of Nancy Hunt. 
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 3  “J. Bearden to H. Bate deed 208 acres of land,” Deed Book 8, (Sumner County: March 3, 
1817), 75. 
 
 4  The USGenWeb Project, “War of 1812 Muster Rolls,”  
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tnsumner/sumn1812.html (accessed December 13,2011). 
 
 5  Ann Eckert Brown, American Wall Stenciling, 1790-1840 (Lebanon, NH: University Press of 
New England, 2003),147-148. 
 
 6  Angela, H. Sanders, “Will of Anne Franklin (Weatherred) Bate,” The Bate Family Tree, 
(Sumner County: Sumner County Archives, 1989), 172. 



 

 
  
 

 Humphrey Howell Bate, Sr. was born 
Febuary 1, 1844 at Hawthorne Hill.  At the 
age of 17 he entered the Civil War and 
served as a private in Company K of the 2nd 
Tennessee Infantry Regiment.  He was 
wounded on April 6, 1862 through the neck, 
left shoulder, right leg, and left knee joint at 
the Battle of Shiloh.  On July 19,1864 he was 
discharged on disability and returned to 
Sumner County.7  Although Bate survived his 
wounds, he was never able to fully recover 
from them.    
 In 1866, Humphrey entered medical 
school at the University of Nashville (later 
renamed Vanderbilt University).  He 
graduated in 1868 and returned to Sumner 
County where he practiced medicine from a 
medical office addition to Hawthorne Hill.8   
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 7  Nancy Hunt, “Dr. Humphrey Howell Bate, Sr.,” The USGenWeb Project,  
http://rootsweb.ancestry.com/~tnsumner/fadrhhb.htm (accessed November 28,2011). 
  
 8  Ibid.  

 Photograph of Humphrey Howell Bate Sr, M.D. with 
his wounded knee propped up in front of Hawthorne 

Hill, circa 1920. Image courtesy of Nancy Hunt. 

Photograph of Hawthorne Hill with the east wing doctors office addition, circa 1920  
Image courtesy of Nancy Hunt. 



 

 

 When Humphrey Howell Bate, Sr. died, June 12, 1936, 
Hawthorne Hill was passed on to his son Humphrey Howell, 
Jr., M.D.  Humphrey attended the University of Nashville 
Medical School and graduated in1897.  After receiving his 
degree Humphrey, Jr. served in the Medical Corps in the 
Spanish-American War.9  After the war he returned to 
Sumner County and took over his father’s practice. 
 
 Humphrey Howell, Jr.’s  is 
better known for his keen interest 
in music.  This interest led him to 
form his first string band in the 
early 1900s.  His band continued 
to grow in popularity in Sumner 
County and surrounding counties 
during the1920s.  Bate’s band 
initially played on WDAD and 
then later became the first string band to play on WSM and its 
program, the Grand Ole Opry. The band was later named the 

Possum Hunters by George D. 
Hay.  Bate’s daughter, Alcyon, 
also played and sang in the 
band ,and is recognized as the 
first woman to appear on the 
Grand Ole Opry.  Bate performed 
in the Grand Ole Opry for 11 
years until his death in 1936.10 

  
 After Humphrey Howell 
Jr.’s death Hawthorne Hill was 
passed on to his sister Annie 
(Bate) Brown.  Annie lived in the 
house until she suffered from a 
stroke in the 1940s.  She was 
moved to a nursing home in 
Nashville and the house was 
rented out.  Annie died on June 
14,1959 and was the last Bate 
family member to live at 
Hawthorne Hill.  

5 

 9  Colin Larkin, ed., The Encyclopedia of Popular Music, Vol.1 (New York: Oxford University 
Press, 2006), 461. 
 
 10  Ibid. 
 
 11.  Nancy Hunt, The Bate Family History,  personal family genealogy. 

Image of Humphrey Howell 
Bate, Jr.’s business card.  Image 

courtesy of Rick Hendrix. 
 Image of Humphrey Howell 
Bate, Jr.  during the Spanish 

American War.  Image 
courtesy of Nancy Hunt. 

Image of Dr. Humphrey Bate and his Possum Hunters (From the 
left: Dr. Bate, Oscar Stone, Alcyone (Bate) Beasley, Staley Walton, 

Burt Hutcherson, and Walter Ligget). Photograph courtesy of 
Nancy Hunt 



 

 

  
 
 

 Another prominent family 
member associated with Hawthorne 
Hill is William Brimage Bate, who is 
said to have been born in the first 
floor west room of the house.  
William Brimage served as 1st 
lieutenant in Company I, 3rd 
Tennessee Infantry Volunteers 
during the Mexican War.  After the 
war he returned to Sumner County 
and was elected to the Legislature 
in 1849.  He entered law school at 
Cumberland University from which 
he graduated in 1852.  He started 
practicing law in Gallatin, and in 
1854 he was elected attorney-

general of the judicial district made up of Sumner, 
Davidson, and Williamson County.  He held this 
position until 1860.  At he outbreak of the Civil War 
Bate enlisted as a private in Company I, Second 
Tennessee Infantry of the Confederate Sates.  He 
was made Captain and then was later elected 
Colonel of his regiment.  At the Battle of Shiloh 
William was wounded in the left leg and never fully 
recovered.  On October 3, 1862 Confederate 
President Jefferson Davis promoted Bate to 
Brigadier General.12 

 
 After the war William returned home and 
opened a law office in Nashville.  In 1882, William 
was elected Governor of Tennessee and reelected 
in 1884.  In 1887, he was elected as a Democrat to 
the United States Senate, and was reelected in 
1893, 1899, and 1905.  Bate kept this position until 
is death on March 9,1905.13 
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 12  Elbert Watson, “Governor William Brimage Bate: (1826-1905) Papers 1883-1887,”  
http://www.tn.gov/tsla/history/govpapers/findingaids/gp27.pdf (accessed November 28,2011). 
 
 13    Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, “Bate, William Brimage, (1826-
1905),” http://bioguide.congess.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=B000227.  

Image of General William Brimage Bate.  Photograph courtesy 
of Nancy Hunt. 

Image of General William Brimage 
Bate during his political career.  

Photograph courtesy of Nancy Hunt. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

House and Resource Descriptions  
 



 

 

Main House Exterior Architecture  
 Hawthorne Hill is a two story brick hall and parlor dwelling built in the Federal 
style, circa 1800.  The house, supposedly built by John Bearden, faces south and 
overlooks Old Hwy 25 in Castalian Springs, TN.  It is three bays wide and one pen 
deep with two rooms on each floor. The brick work on the South, West, and East 
façades is done in a Flemish bond pattern, while the Northern façade has a common 
bond pattern.  The house sits on a rough hewn limestone foundation laid in courses.  
Hawthorne Hill’s windows and doors are symmetrically spaced, with two four-over-four 
double-hung windows flanking wood paneled entry doors on the North and South 
ground floor façades, and three six-over-six double-hung windows on the North and 
South second story façades.  The house has a side-gable cedar shingle roof flanked 
by two brick chimneys on the East and West sides of the house, and a shed roof porch 
addition on the front.  The house is situated on 10.45 of the original 208 acres owned 
by Col. Humphrey Bate.  The property has several features of interest including a 20th 
century barn and garage, a family cemetery, a cistern, a natural spring, remnants of a 
stone fence and kitchen foundation, as well as various other artifacts. 
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Hawthorne Hill South Façade, 2011. 















 

 

 
Brickwork- 
 
The Bate family home is a brick dwelling built predominately in the Flemish bond 
pattern.  The Flemish bond pattern can be seen on the east, south, and west façades.  
The North façade is done in a simple common bond.  The headers on the north, east, 
and west façades are composed of decorative blue-glazed bricks.  Flat-jack arches 
adorn the tops of the windows, doors, and the first floor fireplaces.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pictured to the left is the 
Flemish bond pattern with 
decorative blue-glazed 
headers that is located on 
the east, south, and west 
façades.  

Pictured to the right is 
the common bond 

pattern with decorative 
blue-glazed headers, 
located on the north 

façade. 

Pictured to the left is a flat -
jack arch that can be seen 
above all of the  building’s 
windows and doors. 
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Roof- 
 
The framing of the roof consists of  4” by 10” poplar ceiling joists and rafters. Each set 
of rafters is half-lapped and pegged at the ridge and is braced by a horizontal collar tie 
that is half-lapped at each end into the sides of the rafters.  At the seat, each rafter is 
pegged through a false plate directly into the ceiling joist.   

Rafters pegged through the false plate 
directly into the ceiling joists. 

Half-lapped and pegged raters joined at the 
roof ridge. 
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Roof- 
 
The roof fabric consists of machine-split  cedar shake shingles ,circa 2006 .  There is 
currently no gutter or drainage system on the house. The house has a box cornice 
which projects over the front of the rear of the building.  The east and west façades 
feature an eave return.  Both the box cornice and the eave return were repaired in 
2006. 

 

Split Cedar shingles 

Box cornice and eave return 
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Doors-   
 
 The house has three exterior wood paneled doors.  The entry door, located centrally 
on the south façade, is a four paneled wood door with a four light transom over top, 
circa 1830. A six panel wood door is located at the rear of the house on the north 
façade, circa 1810.  Finally, a six panel wood door is located on the west side of the 
house and may have at one point served as an entry way into an early kitchen 
addition, circa 1810.   

Entry door and transom Rear door 

West wall side door 
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Windows-   
 
 The Hawthorne Hill has a total of eleven windows and four vent openings.  The first 
floor has five windows in all. Four four-over-four double-hung windows symmetrically 
spaced are located on the north and south façades, while one six-over-six double-hung 
window can be seen on the south corner of the east wall, circa 1830.  These lower 
story windows were originally nine-over-nine double-hung windows, remnants of which 
are still located in the house.  The second story of the house has six symmetrically 
spaced six-over-six double-hung windows located on the north and south walls, circa 
1810.  Finally, four small vent openings can be seen on either side of the house’s two 
chimneys.   

Second story window East wall first floor window 

First floor window 

Nine over nine window remnant  
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Porch- 
 
Hawthorne Hill’s porch has been modified several times.  Currently it is a shed roof 
porch supported by four round wooden columns on square brick bases, circa 1950, 
atop a concrete slab and rough hewn limestone foundation.  Ghosting marks show that 
the porch roof may have at one point had a hip-roof.  It is not certain that a porch 
addition was originally part of the 1800 house but photographs of the house portray a 
porch addition as early as 1920.   
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Chimneys- 
 
Hawthorne Hill has two exterior brick chimneys located on the east and west sides of 
the building. The chimney on the west side of the house has two shoulders suggesting 
a Tidewater influence.  The chimney on the east side of the house has only a single 
shoulder suggesting that the chimney was rebuilt possibly due to foundational 
instability.   

West wall chimney East wall chimney 
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Ghosting and Alterations- 
 
Ghosting outlines can be seen on both the west and north elevations.  Two early 
photographs show a single story addition to the west side of the house.  Images taken 
by the last owner of the Hawthorne Hill house show a gabled addition off of the back of 
the home which served as a later kitchen and dinning room, circa 1900s.  The 
photograph of Hawthorne Hill  taken around 1920 also shows a circa 1830s building 
addition off the east side of the house.  This addition served as an office for Dr. Bate. It 
is apparent from the interior that the east wall window was once a doorway probably 
leading into the addition.  Other alterations can be seen on the east wall.  Evidence of 
alterations made to the chimney and the wall itself suggest that this wall of the house 
may have at some point failed. 

Rear edition that 
was taken down 

in 1992.. 

Ghosting left by 
rear addition. 

Photos courtesy of Tracy Parks 
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Ghosting left by  
addition. 

Early photo of 
the  west wall 

addition.   

Kitchen foundation remnants. 
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Photo courtesy of Nancy Hunt 



 

 

East wall alteration-- now a 
window this used to be a 

doorway into an office addition. 

1920s image of the Hawthorne Hill House showing both the west and 
east wing additions. Photo courtesy of Nancy Hunt. 
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Main House Interior Architecture  
 
Walls- 
 
The walls on both the first and the second floor are composed of hogs hair plaster.  
Remnants of the paint colors can still be seen in the first floor hall and parlor rooms. 
The walls in both the hall and parlor are decorated with blue-gray cloud-like sponge 
technique, and the trim work and mantels in both areas are painted in an indigo color.  
Two stencil patterns decorate the hall portion of the house.  The larger of the two 
borders is a narrow frieze in green and blue with a “bird and shell” detail, circa 1830.14 
The second border is a simple “sliced egg” border in green that runs along the chair 
rail and doorways, circa 1830. These particular stencil designs have been found in two 
other locations including Cragfont in Gallatin, Tennessee, and leads one to believe that 
both homeowners could have possibly commissioned the same artist to do the 
stenciling.  The second floor decoration is much simpler.  Light-blue paint can still be 
seen on the second floor walls and millwork.  There are, also several carvings of the 
confederate flag and a lady in a hoop skirt located on the west wall of the east 
bedroom the dates of which are unknown. 

Indigo trim paint 

Light blue trim paint 
Blue cloud sponge detail 

Second floor plaster carvings 

 14  Ann Eckert Brown, American Wall Stenciling, 1790-1840, (Lebanon, NH: University Press of 
New England, 2003), 147-148. 
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Millwork-   
 
Hawthorne Hill seems to retain the majority of its millwork, circa 1810.  The woodwork 
on the first floor tends to be more ornate, while moldings and mantels on the second 
floor remain simple.  The first floor has decorative baseboards, chair rails and 
wainscoting, and two different mantels. The hall’s mantel is completely intact but the 
parlor’s mantel is missing some of its molding. Remnants of the millwork’s original 
indigo paint color can still be seen on the first floor. The second floor has simple 
baseboards, chair rails, and two mantels. The millwork paint on the second floor is light 
blue.  

First floor indigo trim paint 

Parlor mantel 

Second floor mantels 

Hall mantel 

Second floor light blue trim paint 
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Doors-  
  
Hawthorne Hill has all of its original 1810 wood paneled doors.  The first floor interior 
door that separates the hall from the parlor is a six paneled wood door that matches 
two of the three exterior entry doors. Two small four paneled wood doors are located 
under each stairway.  One wood plank door can be seen at the opening of the box stair 
case.  One other door still exists but is from a later period when the main entrance 
staircase was walled off.  The second floor has a wood plank door covering the 
opening to a small staircase leading to the third floor attic, and a cased opening.  
Ghosting on the cased opening suggest that the opening was at one point sealed off.   

First floor  interior door 

First floor box staircase door Door under box staircase 

Door under main staircase 
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Second floor cased opening: 
note the plaster marks around 

the door frame. 

Second floor wood plank stair 
door 

First floor door that covered the 
entry to the main staircase. 
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Stairs–  
 
There are a total of three staircases in Hawthorne Hill.  The main staircase in the hall 
portion of the house is a straight run box staircase with a closet underneath, circa 
1810.  The balustrades and banisters have bee removed. These may have been 
removed when the staircase was walled in. The second floor does have a simple 
banister and balustrade it is not apparent whether these are original or later additions.  

Main staircase 
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Interior image of stair construction 



 

 

 
Stairs–  
 
The parlor has a small winder staircase with a  with a closet underneath and a plank 
door over the entrance.  A simple square banister and balustrade can be seen on the 
second floor.   

Parlor winding staircase 
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Parlor winding staircase 



 

 

 
Stairs–  
 
A third straight line box staircase is located on the second floor west bedroom leading 
to the third floor attic space.  This narrow staircase is walled in and has a wood plank 
door covering its entrance.  

Second floor box staircase 
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Interior image of the second story stair  construction  



 

 

 
Floors- 
 
The floors in the Bate family home consist of 4” ash plank floors on the first floor and 4” 
poplar floors on the second floor.  The flooring in the third story attic space has been 
removed and stored in property’s barn. The floor boards on the first floor rest on whole 
log sleepers while the second story floor rests on 4” x 10” floor joists. 

First floor poplar floor 

Second story floor joists 

Third story floor joists 
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Ghosting and Alterations- 
 
Several ghosting marks and alterations can be found in the house’s hall room.  
Ghosting marks along the floor and  on the staircase indicate that the building was at 
one point converted into a central hall plan and the staircase was walled in.  Historical 
housing trends suggest that the central hall was installed some time during the 1820s 
or later.  Initial carvings on the main stair and the growth of the Bate family in the 
1820s suggests that the main stair and upstairs interior opening were walled off and 
the parlor winder staircase was added at the same time. The molding that was located 
in the central hall is stored in the house along with a door that was located at the 
entryway of the main staircase. A diamond shaped ghost mark on the east wall of the 
hall suggests that at one time a diamond shaped window was located there and photos 
from 1992 confirm this.  It is not known when this opening was installed but it was 
covered in 1992.   

A notch in the millwork and plaster 
indicate that a wall intersected this wall. 

Ghosting marks in the wall under the stair 
suggest that this area was walled off.. 
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Ghosting marks from the central hall wall 

Diamond shaped ghost mark note the  
ghost mark next to the diamond offers 
further indication that the stairs were 

walled in at some point. 
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Image of the diamond shaped window 
that was walled-in in 1992. 

Photograph Courtesy of Tracy Parks 



 

 

Remnants of the parlor wall color 
can still be seen and suggests that 
the winder stair case was added 
later circa 1820. 

Plaster marks on the frame of 
the casement opening on the 
second floor suggest that this 
opening was walled–off, which 
could be why the winder 
staircase was added to allow 
access to this room. 
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Grounds and Outbuildings Description  
Cistern- 
 
To the rear of the house there is a cistern with a limestone rock cover.  The cistern has 
been used for some years as a trash dump.  Future exploration of the cistern may 
provide further insight into the history of the home. 

Well located on the north side of the house 

Shed-  
 
A small frame gabled roof shed is located to the southwest of the house, circa 1940.  
The shed consists of vertical boards and a raised seam metal roof.  There is no 
apparent foundation.   

Small shed to the southwest  
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Grounds and Outbuildings Description  

Barn-  
 
To the west of the house there is a gabled roof tobacco barn with a shed roof addition 
(circa 1940).  The barn is currently used as a storage structure for various molding and 
flooring pieces from the house.  Further exploration of the barn’s contents may reveal 
missing pieces and architectural components. 

Tobacco barn circa 1940 
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Tobacco barn circa 1940 



 

 

Graves- 
 
In total there are five known people buried at Hawthorne Hill in a small family plot to 
the west of the house.  There remains a box grave that contains the remains of Col. 
Humphrey Bate, his wife Anne, and Annie Lela Bass an infant born to Eugenia Bate 
and C.R. Bass, Sr. The other two graves are the resting place of Mamie Polk the 
daughter of Amanda Bate and William Polk, and Col. Humphrey’s niece Harriet the 
daughter of Sarah Bate Garrett.  The graves were restored in 1997 but have since 
suffered vandalism and have been consumed by vegetation.  Clean up and excavation 
of the plot may reveal more graves. 

2006 photograph of the box grave. Courtesy of Tracy Parks 

2006 picture of a headstone 
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Current state of the Family Cemetery 



 

 

 
Bridge and Creek-bed- 
 
Further west there are remnants of a limestone bridge on the banks of the property’s 
creek.  At the head of the creek there is a spring and along the creek-bed there is 
evidence of fossils and pottery.  Further exploration of the creek-bed could reveal 
information about the house or property. 

Stone bridge 

Natural spring 
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Stone bridge 



 

 

Glass jar  shard 
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Glass jar  

Plate shard Glass jar shard 



 

 

Lost Structures and Buildings- 
 
A drawing and descriptions from one of the surviving Bate family members along with 
early photographs of the house and property provides reason for further 
archaeological research and investigation to locate the remains of buildings and 
structures that are no longer standing, and could possibly contribute further 
information. 
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Drawing courtesy of Nancy Hunt. 



 

 

Fence–  
 
To the south of the house there are remnants of a rough cut limestone fence.  This 
fence is located 50 yards from the entrance of the house. 

Remnants of limestone fence 
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Garden- 
 
To the west of the house, between the house and the family cemetery, there is a 
platform of earth that at one time served as a vegetable garden.  

Earthen platform shows the outline of what was once a vegetable 
garden. 



 

 

Smoke House- 
 
To the northwest of the house there was a small smoke house.  It is not know when 
this structure was built, or when it was torn away. 

Smoke house. Photo courtesy of Tracy Parks 

Smoke house. Photo courtesy of Tracy Parks 
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Herringbone brick patterned walk way- 
 
According to the recollections of one of the surviving Bate family members there is a 
herringbone patterned brick walkway that leads to the front of the house.  The walkway 
has since been covered but gentle surface probing indicates that the walkway may still 
be in place. 

Barn- 
 
To the east of the home there was 
an early hay barn with a steep 
pitched gabled roof and a 
decorative diamond pattern in the 
gable.  An early 1900 photograph 
shows details of this barn.  Today 
there are brick remnants 
scattered in the approximate area 
of this barn.  It is not certain but 
these may be foundation bricks 
for the barn. 

Hay barn located to the east of the house. Phonograph 
taken circa 1900. Photograph courtesy of Nancy Hunt. 

Hay barn located to the east of the house.  
Photograph courtesy of Nancy Hunt. 
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Slave Cabins- 
 
To the northeast of the house 
there stood slave cabins.  One 
of the slave cabins can be 
seen in an early photograph of 
Hawthorne Hill.  In the 
photograph one can see a 
small weather board building to 
the right of the house.  This 
particular cabin was occupied, 
according to the surviving 
family member, by a former 
slave known as Cindy 
Stanfield.   

Aunt Cindy’s Cabin. Photograph courtesy of Nancy Hunt. 

Cindy Stanfield standing in front of one of 
Hawthorne Hill’s slave cabins.  

(circa 1920) Photograph courtesy of Tracy 
Parks 
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Needs Assessment and 
Recommendations 



 

 

Immediate Concerns and Suggestions-  
 
 The house should be thoroughly assessed for access points, which should be 

sealed off to prevent the intrusion of pests.  One example can be seen on the north 
side of the house were a sizable opening  in the foundation should be sealed 
immediately.  Pest intrusion through the foundation opening has caused the hearth 
in the parlor fireplace to collapse There is another opening in the parlor floor that 
should be closed to prevent the entrance of pests or accidental injury.   

 
 Another prominent concern is the east wall and its foundation.  Cracks on the 

exterior and interior of the house reveal possible foundation issues.  A structural 
engineer should be consulted to assess the wall as soon as possible to prevent the 
wall from failing. 

 
 A lack of a gutter system for the house is another concern that should be 

addressed in order to prevent the pooling of water around the home’s foundation 
and deterioration of the roofing system.   

 
 The home should be  properly cleaned, removing any dirt or debris that may affect 

the health of anyone that works in the house. 
 
 

A crawl space  opening at the rear of the 
house provides an access point for vermin 

entry. 

This opening in the floor of the parlor provides 
another access point for pest intrusion. 
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This crack is located on the façade of the 
home on the east corner. 

Crack to the left of the east wall chimney provides 
further evidence of foundation issues 
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Animal intrusion in the crawlspace of the house has caused the hearth of the parlor 
fireplace to collapse. 



 

 

Dirt and debris should be cleaned 
to ensure a healthy working 

environment . 

This crack is located on the façade of the 
home on the east corner. 

This crack is located beneath the second 
story window located next to the interior wall 

and suggests that the failing east wall may be 
causing stress on the adjacent the walls. 

Crack to the left of the east wall chimney provides 
further evidence of foundation issues 
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Long-term Concerns and Suggestions- 
 
 The home’s exterior brick work has been inappropriately repointed.  The proper 

measures should be taken by a qualified brick mason to repoint the brickwork using 
the appropriate mortar mixture. 

 
 Hawthorne Hill’s missing interior molding, flooring, and exterior shutters should be 

located and restored to the house.  
 
 A paint analysis could be performed to reveal the actual colors used in the home, 

which have aged over time. 
 
 A dendrochronological study could be preformed to help date the house more 

accurately, however, this is not a necessary course of action. 
 
 The property’s graveyard should be cleaned and the graves repaired in order to 

accurately assess the number of graves.  Future archaeological studies could 
determine if there are more graves.  Security measures should also be taken to 
prevent repeat vandalism. 

 
 Archaeological studies of the property, especially in the creek bed, the east side of 

the house were slave cabins were located, and cistern should be completed to 
determine further information related to the history of the property and house.  

Inappropriate repointing of the 
brick work should be 

addressed. 
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The family graveyard should be properly clean, graves located 
and repaired, and security precautions taken to prevent repeat 

vandalism. 



 

 

The cistern should be excavated to determine if 
there are any artifacts linked to the property 
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Content of the cistern 

The property’s creek– bed and spring should be explored to locate any artifacts related to the house 
or property history 
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APPENDIX A 



The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation 

The Standards (Department of Interior regulations, 36 CFR 67) pertain to historic buildings of all 
materials, construction types, sizes, and occupancy and encompass the exterior and the interior, 
related landscape features and the building's site and environment as well as attached, adjacent, 
or related new construction. The Standards are to be applied to specific rehabilitation projects in a 
reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic and technical feasibility. 

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires 

minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment. 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be 

avoided. 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. 
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural 

features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken. 

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic 

significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved. 

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 

that characterize a property shall be preserved. 

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity 
of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match 
the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. 
Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or 

pictorial evidence. 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic 
materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be 

undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 

8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and 

preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old 
and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect 

the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 
manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 

property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
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