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Dear Friends,

We are pleased to present the Schuylkill River Greenways NHA 2018 Annual Report. Our work to protect
the Schuylkill River and connect people to it continues to drive all that we do as we expand our reach
and engage new audiences in the region. We have set our sights on completing the Schuylkill River Trail
and diversifying our programming, our educational opportunities and our following. Our new endeavors 
include the Heritage & Hops Brewery Tour program, movie nights by the river and our informal Greenways
Get-Together visits with members to partner sites. Meanwhile, we are proud of the enduring success of
our existing programs: the Schuylkill River Restoration Fund, the incredibly popular Schuylkill River 
Sojourn, Ride for the River, Pedal and Paddles, and our Scenes of the Schuylkill Art Show, which attracts
ever more talented artists each year. 

This year marked the 13th year of our tremendous Schuylkill River Restoration Fund program, which
awards grants to projects that focus on reversing the negative effects of stormwater runoff, abandoned
mine drainage and agricultural pollution. The program is funded through public/private partnerships,
and since its inception in 2006, the fund has distributed over $3.6 million and leveraged another $6 million
for more than successful 100 projects. This work is more imperative today than ever as government at
all levels has decreased investment in regulation and enforcement.

As you flip through the pages of this report, keep in mind that all of our work—from printing and 
distributing trail maps to teaching environmental lessons for summer camps—is carefully designed to
encourage stewardship of our environment, history and culture. We are grateful for your support because
now, more than ever, we rely on member donations and private funding to finance all the projects and
programs that truly make this region a better place to live, work and play.

Sincerely,

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & PRESIDENT

Elaine Paul Schaefer
Executive Director

Wendi Wheeler
President, Board of Directors
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What is a Heritage area? 

A National Heritage Area is a place designated by the United
States Congress where natural, cultural, historic and 

recreational resources combine to form a cohesive and 
distinctive landscape that is important to our nation’s story.

The Schuylkill River received this designation in 2000. Prior to
that, in 1995, it was designated a Pennsylvania Heritage Area.

As a National & State Heritage
Area we seek to connect people
and communities to the Schuylkill
River. In 2017 we adopted a new
10-year strategic plan, (Re) Turn to
the River, that renews our mission,
vision and values, and lays out a
road map for our future. 

The plan sets goals that call for
completing the Schuylkill River
Trail, connecting communities to
the river, restoring and protecting
the watershed, engaging new
constituents, and improving our
organization. In the pages of this
Annual Report, you will see that
we have worked throughout 2018
on each of those goals.

HERITAGE AREA

101

BY THE NUMBERS
2018

The Schuylkill River Greenways national Heritage area celebrates the

Schuylkill River watershed as one of america’s most significant 

cultural, historical and industrial regions. The boundaries of the 

Heritage area cover the Schuylkill River watershed in Schuylkill,

Berks, chester, montgomery and Philadelphia counties. 

This region is nationally significant for the role it played in the

american, industrial and Environmental Revolutions.
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CHILDREN ENGAGED 
in the Schuylkill 

Explorers program.

545

11
STATES paddled the 
20th Annual Schuylkill 

River Sojourn. 

198
CYCLISTS participated 
in Ride for the River. 

266

RAISED through the sale of Sly Fox Brewing 
Company’s SRT Ale, benefitting the Schuylkill River Trail.

$5,629  

$ 1,
50
0,
00
0 
 

5,591 
HOURS

dedicated by

548
VOLUNTEERS.

PEOPLE
from 

AWARDED
to renovate and expand the
Auburn bridge for cyclists 

and pedestrians.

in the 15th Annual Scenes of the Schuylkill Art Show.

1
RECOGNITION
as 2018 Conservation 

Organization of the Year.

98
WORKS

51
ARTISTS

by

9
11

YOUNG ADULTS 
from Reading paddling the
river for the first time 
through the Sojourn 
Mentor Program.

$378,671
PROJECTS
that improve river water quality.

AWARDED in Schuylkill River Restoration Fund Grants to
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In keeping with that goal, we administer the Schuylkill River Restoration Fund, providing grants to 
government agencies and nonprofit organizations for projects that improve the quality of water in the
watershed. The fund is the result of a unique public/private partnership, with funders from a variety of
entities, including: Exelon Corp.'s Limerick Generating Station, the Philadelphia Water Department, 
Aqua PA, Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, MOM’s Organic Market and DTE. A number of partners
oversee the fund and its projects.

In 2018, we distributed Schuylkill River Restoration Fund grant awards totaling more than $379,000 to 9
projects that improve water quality in the river and its tributaries. Six of these projects focused on water
quality improvement projects and three were land transaction grants providing protection of priority
watershed parcels. Since being established in 2006, the fund has distributed over $3.6 million— and 
leveraged another $6 million—for over 100 projects that protect and restore the Schuylkill River.

Schuylkill River Greenways Receives 

2018 conservation Organization of the Year award: 

The Schuylkill Conservation District honored Schuylkill River Greenways
for making preservation a priority and for trail connections made 

in Schuylkill County. The award was presented during the 
Conservation District’s annual awards ceremony at 

Sweet Arrow Lake in August.

FOCUS ON

CONSERVATION
a primary mission of the Schuylkill River Greenways nHa 

is to protect and conserve the Schuylkill River, which is 

a source of drinking water for over 1.5 million people.

Restoring and Protecting the Schuylkill River for future generations.
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children are our future. Through our educational programs, 

SRG seeks to inspire children and youths to appreciate, 

embrace and protect the environment.

FOCUS ON

EDUCATION
fostering a love of nature.

In 2018, over 540 children participated in the Schuylkill 
Explorers program. They engaged in trail walks, nature
crafts, birding, fishing, journal making and other 
activities that foster a love of nature. In addition, 
our Education Coordinator developed programming 
in two Philadelphia high schools through our Schuylkill
ECO Career Training program and introduced scores of
young adults to the many possible career opportunities
in the environmental and sustainability sector.

In addition to our Schuylkill Explorers program, we hired
Summer Fellows Samantha Walters and Erin Moran to 
expand our summer programming. These young adults
were two of 46 fellows hired by the 23 centers that make
up the Alliance for Watershed Education (AWE) of the

Delaware River. Over the summer, Samantha and Erin 
organized and held a successful community Ecofair in
Royersford Borough and put on two movie nights by 
the river. 

New in 2018 we partnered with Stroud Water Research
Center to install a Mayfly water quality monitoring system
in the Schuylkill River at Towpath Park in East Coventry,
Chester County. This device measures the turbidity, 
conductivity and dissolved oxygen levels of the water.
Working with our Education Coordinator, high school 
students from the Hill School in Pottstown participated in
the installation of the device and continue to monitor and
interpret its data.


