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PREFACE
Americans are vitally interested in their National Parks
and especially the parks of the National Capital. This work
is an attempt to present a history of the parks of the National
Capital from their beginning to the present time, tracing the
legal authority for the original office of the three Federal
Commissioners of 1791 to the present office of National Capital
Parks. It is hoped that the readers of this history may obtain
many useful facts concerning the various areas of National Capital Parks as well as a better understanding of the development
of the National Capital Parks.
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INTRODUCTION
National Capital Parks is a unique organization within the
National Park Service,, tracing its origin to the founding of the
city of Washington in 1790. By the act of July 16, 1790, the President of the United States was authorized to appoint three Federal,
Commissioners to lay out a district ten miles square to be the seat.
of the Federal Government,, These three Federal Commissioners had
exclusive control of all public lands, including parks. The parks
of the National Capital have remained under Federal control for more
than l60 years. During this time they have been administered by the
same office, although it has been known by several different official
titles.
In 1791 the office of the three Federal Commissioners was the
one Federal office, which had charge of the supervision, maintenance,
and operation of all government properties relating to the District
of Columbia. As the area grew, certain powers of the office were
transferred to newly established Government agencies. Nevertheless,
the line of legal existence from the original office in 1791 can be
exactly traced to its present successor - National Capital Parks.
On August 9, 1933$ National Capital Parks became a unit of the
National Park Service. The National Capital Parks, embraced in 1951
seven hundred eighty (780) distinct reservations totaling approximately i+5$000 acres of land in the District of Columbia and the
neighboring States of Maryland and Virginia.
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CHAPTER I
PARKS OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL, 1790-1867
Original Three Federal Commissioners, 1791-1802.
By the act of July l6, 1790, which really established the park
system in the District of Columbia, authority was given to the President
of the United States to appoint three Commissioners to lay out a district for the permanent seat of the Government of the United States,,
On January 22, 1791, President Washington appointed three Commissioners —
Daniel Carroll and Thomas Johnson of Maryland, and David Stuart of
2
Virginia," Into the hands of these men, the fate of the new Capital
was entrusted. To complete the survey of the new district, Pierre
Charles L1Enfant was appointed the first United States City Surveyor,
From the very beginning it was the intention to secure for the Capital
city a Government purely federal in character and removed from all local
3
influence.
The Commissioners were directed by the President to provide
suitable buildings for the Congress, the President, and other Governmentdepartments, They had the authority "To purchase or accept such quantity
of land as the President shall deem proper for the use of the United
States,"

They also were responsible for the protection and care of all

public lands, from which the park system of the Nation's Capital evolved.
The present- office of National Capital Parks is the direct legal successor
to the office of the original three Federal Commissioners appointed by
President Washington in 1791.
1. 1 Stat. 130
2. H.P. Caemmerer, Washington The National Capital; Washington, U. S.
Government'Printing Office, 1932, p. 17,
3. Report from the Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds to
the Chief of Engineers, U.S.A., Dec. 17, 190b,* p. 1.
U. 1 Stat. 130,

3
President Washington was intensely interested in the establishment
of the seat of'Government on the banks of the Potomac. To expedite the
arrangements with the original proprietors of the selected territory,
he met with them and the Commissioners on the afternoon of March 29,
5*
1791. A written agreement was signed by the nineteen original prc6
prietors on March 30, 1791. Under the terms of this agreement, the
land owners agreed to convey to the United States Government, free of
cost, such portions of their farms as were needed for streets, parks,
and other public reservations, and to sell such land as was needed for
Government buildings and public improvements at about $66 per acre.
The remaining land was to be laid out in building lots and apportioned
equally between the Federal Government and the original owners.

Con-

sidering what Washington accomplished by this agreement, it might well
be considered his most successful bargain. He acquired for the United
States, in addition to the donated street areas, seventeen reservations
by purchase. The foundation of the National Capital Parks rests on
these seventeen reservations and donated street areas0

In the area of

the old city (bounded by the Potomac and Anacostia rivers and Florida
avenue) the entire park system, totaling 301 reservations, was developed
by 1898 on land acquired by the Government in 1791 by means of the
Q

agreement with the original land owners.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Washington's Diary, March 30, 1791.
Ibid.
Caemmerer, op_. cit., p. 19.
Ibid.
P a r k s and R e s e r v a t i o n s , II4.60, No. 3 , N.C.P. f i l e ,

h
L ; Enfant Plan
According to the L'Enfant plan of Washington, the National Capital
was to be a city of beautiful parks. The area from the Capitol to the
proposed site for a monument to Washington was envisioned as a formal
park bordered by a canal with broad basins and imposing fountains. There
was to be a park surrounding the President's House. Because the street
areas were so broad, there would be many small areas suitable for future
park treatment. Although modern Washington follows basically the design
of the L1 Enfant plan, there was considerable deviation from that plan in
the early history of the city. The Commissioners, immersed in the program
of public building and the sale of lots, were unable to devote the needed
time and effort to park development. A dispute between the Commissioners
and Major L'Enfant, wThich ultimately led to the dismissal of the brilliant
planner, did not help the development of parks in the Nation's Capital.
However, the real foundation of the present park system was actually
established with the original plan of Washington.
An accomplishment of the Commissioners ;pf considerable importance
was the completion of the President's House.
White House
Under the direction of the Federal Commissioners work was undertaken
on the first public building erected in Washington, the cornerstone
having been laid on October 13, 1792. The architect of the President's
House was James Hoban of Charleston, South Carolina. The building was
first occupied by President and'Mrs. John Adams in November of l800.
At that time, the Federal Commissioners had complete charge of the construction and maintenance of the President's House. Today, the National
Capital Parks office as the legal successor to the office of the Federal

$fom?t§.

R.# i rSr i'l"* '/•••^ 5'f' ff • • '*/ '"*J"*' .
-Mfr-s-'-^'-i —»•*»—• j>r*' "••"•'

T H E L ' E N P A N T PLAN OF

1791

THE L'ENFANT MAP OF WASHINGTON
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Commissioners administers the fiscal and personnel matters of the
Executive Mansion and Grounds for the President of the United States.
Superintendent of Public Buildings
By the act of May 1, 1802 (2 Stat. 175) the office of the Federal
Commissioners was abolished, and their duties devolved upon a Superintendent, appointed by the President of the United States. Thomas Munroe
10
was appointed Superintendent of Public Buildings on June 1, 1802.
Although public grounds was not mentioned in the title of the office,
he actually had complete control of all public grounds. His duties
were identical with those of the original three Commissioners.
An act of May 3, 1802 (2 Stat. 195), incorporated the city of
Washington, giving the citizens for the first time a voice in purely
local affairs.

It was realized that there were certain municipal

obligations that were entirely local in character. However, only
those duties, which by the strongest argument could be shown to be
purely local in character were delegated to the local officials. The
Municipal Government was given the right to erect necessary bridges and
repair streets, avdnues, drains, and sewers| however, all questions regarding the laying out of streets, control of land division and records,
and sales of land were zealously retained by the Superintendent of Public
12
Buildings, acting as the representative of the Federal Government.

At

this early time, the National character of the city of Washington was
firmly realized. Accordingly, the parks of the Nation's Capital remained
under Federal control.
10. John Stewart's Personal Journal, p. 3U« (Stewart was appointed U.S.
city surveyor on Sept. 18, 1873. For many years Stewart was in
charge of the records of the Office of Public Buildings and Grounds,
and was intimately acquainted with them.)
11. Legal Status of the Office of Public Buildings and Grounds, A report
on the Senate Bill 27725j 56th Cong., 1st sess.
12. Ibid.

—4

THE WHITE HOUSE

6
Commissioner of Public Buildings
By the act of April 29,, I8l6 (3 Stat. 3210, the office of the
Superintendent was abolished and all his duties devolved upon a Commissioner of Public Buildings.

Samuel Lane was appointed the Commis-

13
sioner of .Public Buildings on May 1, I8l6.
Following the burning of
the public buildings by the British in l8lU, a special board of Commissioners was set up to superintend the reconstruction of those buildings,, This special board assumed the duties of the Superintendent
relating to the public building program, while the Superintendent was
chiefly concerned with surveying worko

This special, board was abolished

by the act of April 29, I8l6, and the office of Public Buildings and
Public Grounds was reunited as it had begun in 1?90."L"4 The duties of
the Federal Commissioner of l8l6 were identical with those of the
original, three Commissioners appointed by Washington in 1791, thus
carrying out the legal continuity of the office.
Interior Department Assumes Control of the Parks
An important change in the legal status of the park system of
the National Capital occurred when the Department of the Interior was
created and given direct control over the park system cf the Nation's
Capital in l8b,°«

Up to March of 181x9, the three Federal Commissioners,

the Superintendent, and the Commissioner of Public Buildings had all
served directly under the President. The act of Congress creating the
Department of the Interior- provided in Section 9, "That the supervisory
and appellate Powers nowT exercised by the President of the United States
ever the Commissioner of Fublic Buildings shall be exercised by the
Secretary of the Interior."

15

1 3 . Stewart-, _££. c i t .
llx. Report en Senate B i l l 2723. 5 6 t h Cong., 1 s t s e s s . , cp^ c i t .
1 5 . Act of March 3 , 1839 (9 S t a t . , 395, 39&)-

9
Important Developments, 1790-1867
From 1790 to 186?, the Office of Public Buildings, which included
the administration of grounds, effected certain important accomplishments. During these formative years, many of the Capital's most important park areas were acquired. Among these were the Mall, the
Mcnument Grounds, the Capitol Grounds, and the President's Park. Other
parks were created from time to time on the remaining reservations, the
most important being Lafayette, Franklin, and Garfield Parks. Taking
advantage of the broad intersections, many reservations were made available for future development. These reservations have added a unique
character to the National Capital Parks. In this manner, 301 separate
park reservations were eventually established on the lands acquired
from the original proprietors in 1791 <> Some progress was made toward
the development of a planned park system. On July 8, 1851, J. Ac
Downing was appointed by President Fillmore as "Rural Architect" to
lay cut the public parks of Washington.'

His service in this ca-

pacity was cut short, when he died by drowning in a steamboat accident
17
on the Hudson river on July 25", 1852, ' In 1853, the first steps were
taken toward the development of the Mall between the Capitol and the
uncompleted shaft of the Washington Monument, and an. informal land-i a

scape park treatment was adopted. '

Although this development of the

Mail fell far short of the grand avenue proposed in 1791 by Pierre
Charles L:Enfant, It was a definite beginning? and as such, occupies
an Important place in the development of the National Capital Parks.
16. Stewart., on. cit., p. 32.
17. Ibid.
18. Ulysses S. Grant, III, "The L'Enfant Plan and Its Evolution, "Records
of the Columbia Historical Society, Vols. 33-3h) p. 10.

10

CHAPTER II
PARKS OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL, 1867-1933
Officer in Charge of Public Buildings
and Grounds,, 1867-192!?
By the act of March 2, 1867 (lL, Stat. 466), the Office of the
Commissioner of Public Buildings was abolished, and the Chief Engineer
of the United States Army was delegated to perform all duties required
by law of the Commissioner. In accordance with this law, the Chief
Engineer appointed General N. Michler Officer in Charge of Public
19
Buildings and Grounds. ' The legal continuity of the office was preserved as the Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds possessed
the same powers as did the Federal Commissioners of 1791. As the city of
Washingt-on expanded the work of the Office of Public Buildings and Grounds
became increasingly complex, and the Officer in Charge was assigned numerous additional powers and duties. Military Aide to the President was
included among his many duties.
Federal Control of Parks clearly defined
On July 1, 1898 (30 Stat. 370), Congress vested in the Municipal
Commissioners of the District of Columbia the jurisdiction and control
of street parking and placed the parks of the District of Columbia
under the exclusive control of the Chief of Engineers, United States
Army. This act simply clarified the Federal character of the National
19. Stewart, op. cit., p. 35.

11

Capital Parks which had always been under Federal control. In 18°8
it was realized that the parks should be administered along National
lines, because they belonged to the whole Nation, Following this
clarification, great improvements were initiated in the park development of Washington,
It should be remembered that from 1802 the city of Washington had
been under two separate governments — t h a t of the Federal Government
and that of the local or Municipal Government, Surveyors of the city
had been employed from the very beginning of the Nation's Capital, A
clear distinction was always preserved by Congress between those surveyors under the -Federal Government and those under the Municipal
Government. 'J

The latter were vested with authority from the munici-

pality and not from Congress, and their activity was limited to work
or. private property ohljp. The United States City Surveyor represented
the Federal Government, and was under the direct control of the Office
cf Public Buildings and Grounds, By the act of January 12, l80°, the
United States City Surveyor was designated the guardian of all official
21
maps, deeds, and original land records of the District of Columbia..
With the greatest of care the official records of the city were kept
in Federal custody. Upon the establishment of The National Archives,
certain official records of the office were deposited there for safe
keeping.
20o Report on the Senate Bill No. 2725, 56th Cong., 1st seas,, op, cit.
21, Ibid.

12

Important Developments, 1867-1925

The development of the National Capital Parks during the years
1867 to 1925 was extensive and farsighted.

To soldiers, Congressmen,

and other travelers the Washington of 1865 was a "backwoods town" of
unpaved streets rather than an impressive National Capital,

Following

the Civil W a r , there was considerable agitation for improvement of the
National Capital,

One step in the movement for improvement was the

transfer of custody of the Public Buildings and Public Grounds to the
22
Chief of Engineers, U. S. A r m y ,

Until the famous McMillan plan of

1 9 0 1 , progress toward a planned development of the park system was
rather slow.

Nevertheless, certain important park developments in

the National Capital did precede the McMillan plan.
a park commission was organized.

In the year 1871

This commission planted some 60,000

trees along the streets, -* This practice followed in later years has
made Washington a city o f s h a d y tree-lined avenues.

On August 1 6 ,

I 8 7 6 , the offices of the Landscape Gardener and Public Gardener were
merged into o n e , in order to better coordinate the landscaping of
the Capital 5 3 parks.
Rock Creek Park
A n outstanding achievement in park development prior to 1900 was
the establishment of Rock Creek Park.

As early as 1866 General N .

Michler had reported to the United States Senate on the suitability
of the valley of Rock Creek as a public park, •"
22.
23.
2l|„
25.

B y the act of

Grant, op. cit., p. 1 2 .
Ibid., p. 1 3 .
Stewart,- op. cit., p. 83.
Rock Creek Park leaflet, Interior Dept. Publication N o . 58912.

13

September 27, 1890 (26 Stat. U92-95), Congress authorized the establishment of Rock Creek Park as a national park. A Commission was
created composed of the Chief of Engineers, United States Army,
Engineer Commissioner of the District of Columbia, and three private
?6
citizens appointed by the President of the United States.

This

Commission purchased all the lands possible under the appropriation
allotted.

On December 13, 189U, the Commission formally turned over

the area to the Board of Control of Rock Creek Park, which had been
27
created by section 7 of the Park act. ' The area acquired for the
28
park contained l,6o5.9 acres, and cost $l,17k,5ll»lr>«
Since the
original purchase additional lands have been acquired. The area of
Rock Creek Park now comprises 1,737 acres.
Situated in the heart of the Nation's Capital, Rock Creek Park
is one of the largest and most beautiful natural parks in the world.
Such a keen observer as James Bryce was so impressed with the beauties
of Rock Creek Park that he left us the following descriptions
Rock Creek — a winding, rocky glen, with a broad
stream foaming over its stony bed and wild leafy woods
looking down on each side, where you not only have a
carriage road at the bottom, but an inexhaustible variety
of footpaths, where you can force your way through thickets
and test your physical ability in climbing up and down
steep slopes, and in places scaling the faces of bold
cliffs, all that you have in Rock Creek Park. Besides its natural beauty and geological significance, Rock Creek
Park is an area rich in human history. In the early nineteenth century
26. Legislative History of the Office of National Capital Parks, p. 3.
27. Report of the Secretary^ Board of Control of Rock Creek Park,
District of Columbia, I89U, p. 6.
28. Ibid.
29. James Bryce, The National Capital. (Washington: Byron S. Adams, 1913),
pp. 6l, 62.

ROCK CREEK PARK
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many mills were located along the stream.

One of these historic mills,

the Pierce Mill, has been preserved, and operates today as it did over
a century ago.
Differing from the Capitals of Europe, Washington was a planned
city from the very beginning. The original plan of Pierre Charles
L'Enfant was a logical and artistic design for the Nation's Capital.
Due to the foresight of Washington and the planning ability of L'Enfant,
the Capital city was provided with an adequate number of public reservations and parks.
The McMillan Park Commission
By the end of the nineteenth century the city had grown outside
the limits of the original plan. Moreover, there were certain major
deviations from the original design. The Mall area was far from the
formal park envisioned by L'Enfant.

Since 18?2, the Pennsylvania

railroad had occupied the Mall. At times, the area was a common
pasture with herds of cattle roaming about.
The presence of the railroad on the Mall was a complete deviation
from the original L'Enfant plan. The members of the McMillan Commission met with representatives of the Pennsylvania railroad and tiiscussed the proposed development of the Mall.

President Casatt of the

railroad agreed to withdraw completely from the Mall and to unite with
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad in the construction of a union station.
The McMillan commission proposed a site for a union station fronting
Massachusetts avenue and the railroad officials agreed. The Commission
was then free to proceed with its plans for the Mall.

30. Caemmerer, op. cit., p. 221.

16

A second deviation from the L'Enfant plan was the erection of the
Treasury building next to the White House —thus completely blocking
the view from the White House to the Capitol. This vista was envisioned by L'Enfant as a "splendid avenue without obstruction."

There

was no chance of changing the location of the Treasury building; but
perhaps, similar deviations could be avoided in the future.
The Capital needed a comprehensive plan to prevent deviations from
the original plan and to prepare for future developments. Just such a
plan came forth under the guiding hand of the McMillan Park Commission,
which formulated the master plan for the development of the Nation's
Capital for the past 50 years.
The year 1900 marked the one hundredth anniversary of the removal
of the seat of government to Washington. The keynote of the celebration
was the improvement of the city. The American Institute of Architects
enthusiastically took up the cause of the National Capital, and the centennial celebration was made the occasion of a book by Glenn Brown.
President Theodore Roosevelt and others were convinced that something
should be done about the condition of the Nation's Capital. Senator
McMillan, Chairman of the Senate Committee on the District of Columbia
secured authority to appoint a special commission of experts to study
and make recommendations on the beautification and development of
Washington.S? The experts selected included Architect Daniel H. Burnham
of Chicago, Landscape Architect Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., of Brookline,
Massachusetts, Architect Charles F. McKim and Sculptor Augustus Saint
Gaudens of New York City.

Each of these men was outstanding in his

31. Grant, OJJ. cit., pp. Ik, 15-7
32. Ibid.

17

field. Under the chairmanship of Daniel Bumham these men formulated
a comprehensive plan for the fixture development of the National Capital,
It was not intended to have this plan adopted; it was simply a project
for the development of the city along lines of convenience, order, and
33
beauty.
The inherent excellence of the McMillan plan has been proven
over and over again. Since the time of its publication many important
ir.prove.ents have been made in accordance with it

*

The McMillan Plan
The McMillan plan of 1901 called for no appropriations. It stipulated that as Congress should see fit to provide for new- public buildings
and additional parks or parkways, or for improvement of existing public
spaces, that the work should be done in accordance with a well-considered
general plan covering the entire District of Columbia.35 After careful.
study, the Commission came to the conclusion that the original plan of
L1Enfant should be followed as closely as possible. Two immediate
accomplishments of the Commission were the removal of the railroad
tracks and station from the Mall area and the selection of a site far a
monument to Abraham Lincoln. In accomplishing the latter, the Comraission
extended the Mall Axis one mile directly west of the Washington Monument
on the lands dredged from the Potomac river. At the western-most terminus
of this extension, a site for a monument to Lincoln was selected. The
builders of the Washington Monument, fearing inadequate foundations, had
located the Monument a short distance from the exact point fixed in the
33. Progress in the McMillan Plan during 20 Years, National Capital Parks
File; 11x60-15-30-30.
3U. Report of the Park Commission, 5?th Cong.,1st sess. , Senate Report No,
166 (1902).
3>S. Progress in the McMillan Plan during 20 years, cno. cit.
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L'Enfant plan, which called for the Monument to be located at a point
where a line drawn due west from the center of the Capitol would intersect a line drawn due south from the center of the White House,

Other

important features of the McMillan Commission's work that materially
aided the beautification of Washington, consisted in the suggestions
for connections between various park areas, and the acquisition of new
park areas with increased emphasis on securing those lands needed to
37
preserve the best landscape effects.
later followed by park officials.

Many of these suggestions were

By adhering to the broad outline of

the McMillan plan, park officials effected numerous improvements which
helped to make Washington one of the most beautifully designed cities
of the World,
East and West Potomac Parks
In accordance with the McMillan plan, two beautiful parks were
established on the lands dredged from the Potomac river. These two
parks were established for the enjoyment of the people of the United
States, An area of 327 acres was reclaimed through the dredging of
the Washington Channel, and came to be known as East Potomac Parko
The hydraulic dredging of the swampy regions southwest of the Washington Monument resulted in the creation of West Potomac Park, comprising
39h acres.

East Potomac Park was transferred from U« S. Engineers to

the Office of Public Buildings and Grounds in 1907, becoming an integral part of the National Capital Parks, West Potomac Park was transferred to the same office in 1913»

Both of these parks have added im-

measurable beauty to the National. Capital, West Potomac Park affords
36. I b i d ,

™

37, Glenn Brown, "The Plan of L'Enfant for the City of Washington and
I t s Effects upon the Future Development of the City," Records,
Columbia H i s t o r i c a l Society. (Washington; 1909), XII, 18,

~
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a charming approach to the Lincoln Memorial and the Arlington Memorial
Bridge. One of the picturesque features of this park is the presence
of the Oriental cherry trees, which surround the Tidal Basin. Thousands
are attracted to Washington each year to view the blossoms and participate in the traditional Cherry Blossom Festival. East Potomac Park, one
of the important island parks of the World, has become an area of intense
park use in the National Capital.
Congressional Action in the Development
of the National CapitalThe years 1867-1925 were extremely rich in park development. The
Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds was aided in the work
of long-range planning and design by numerous Commissions, some of which
are still in existence today. Since the beginning of the twentieth century, the Congress of the United States has become increasingly aware of
its responsibilities for the development and beautification of the National Capital for the enjoyment of the whole Nation. In carrying out these
responsibilities Congress established numerous commissions, delegating
to each a specific task in the over-all development of the city. In this
manner, Congress has played a significant role in the development of the
park system. The office of Public Buildings and Grounds was intimately
connected with each of the commissions. The Officer in Charge of Public
Buildings and Grounds was the Executive Officer and handled all of the
administrative work of the various commissions. The most significant
of all these commissions with respect to park development was the
McMillan Park Commission of 1901. It laid out the basic plan upon
which other commissions took action.
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In addition to the McMillan Commission, other significant commissions were established for certain tasks.
established a Commission of Fine Arts,

On May 17, 1910, Congress
Subsequently, the Officer in

Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds was made Secretary and Executive
Officer of that Commission.

The Lincoln Memorial Commission was or-

ganized in connection with the erection of the Monument to Lincoln, The
Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway Commission was established in 1913.
The National Capital Park Commission was authorized by Congress on
June 6, 192b,.

The Officer in Charge was the executive officer of

all these commissions and a member of all except the Rock Creek and
Potomac Parkway and the Fine Arts Commissions,
Lincoln Memorial National Monument
On February 9, 1911, an act of Congress creating a Lincoln Memorial
Commission was approved by the President of the United States. The Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds was appointed executive
and disbursing officer of this commission. Considerable care and Judgment
was given to the selection of the site for the Monument and the architectural design of the building. On February 1, 1913, the Lincoln Memorial
Commission selected Henry Bacon as the architect for the Monument. Subsequently, Daniel Chester French was chosen as the sculptor to execute
the statue of Lincoln for the interior of the Monument. Jules Guerin
was named the artist to design, the murals on the south and north walls.
The dedication of the Lincoln Memorial took place on the afternoon of
Decoration Day, May 30, 1922.
3d. U. S. Statutes 371 (1910)

39. Ibid,
I4O. 37 U.S. Statutes 883 (1913)
ill. Legislative History of the Office of National Capital Parks, op. c i t . ,
p. 16.
~~
"
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The exterior of the Lincoln Memorial symbolizes the Union of the
United States of America, Surrounding the walls of the Memorial Hall
is a colonnade of the States of the Union. On the frieze above are the
names of the 36 States existing at the time of Lincoln's death. On the
walls above the colonnade are inscribed the names of the 48 States existing today. Within the walls are three principal memorials to
Lincoln —

the marble Statue of Lincoln and the inscriptions of the

Gettysburg Address and the Second Inaugural.
Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway
Visitors to Washington are impressed with the beautiful Rock Creek
and Potomac Parkway. By the act approved March 4, 1913> the Rock Creek
and Potomac Parkway Commission was created. The commission consisted
of the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War, and the Secretary of Agriculture. The purpose of the act was the prevention of the
pollution and obstruction of Rock Creek and the connection of West
Potomac Park with the Zoological Park and Rock Creek Park. The Officer
in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds was appointed executive and
disbursing officer of the commission. Of the area acquired, 66.I4
acres were owned by the United States. An additional 93.76 acres were
acquired by purchase and condemnation, which included areas which the
Washington Gas Light Company was required to vacate. The parkway was
completed by sections and there was no formal dedication ceremony. It
has become one of the most heavily used drives in the National Capital
Parks.
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Arlington Memorial Amphitheather
Although presently the National Capital Parks office does not
have jurisdiction over the Arlington Memorial Amphitheater and Chapel,
they were constructed under the supervision of the Officer in Charge
of Public Buildings and Grounds. Ground was broken at the site March 1,
1915, the first earth being turned by the Secretary of the Navy. The
dedication of the Amphitheater took place with appropriate ceremonies
on May 15", 1920. On July 1, 1920, the care and maintenance of the
structure was turned over to the Quartermaster Department of the United
States Army.
United States Park Police
During the administration of the Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds, one of the finest park protection forces in the World
was organized*, By an act approved August i>, 1882, Congress conferred
upon the watchmen employed by the Federal Governmant in the public parks
of Washington the same powers and duties as the Metropolitan police. !
The members of this relatively small force were first uniformed in 1900.
They were authorized to make arrests not only inside the parks but also
outside their limits, and to pursue fugitives, who may have escaped from
the parks.

The park watchmen were formally called "United States Park

Police" by act of Congress approved December 53 1919 •

The United

States Park Police were under the exclusive control of the Officer in
Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds. Unlike the park police of otherlarge cities, they were Federal police. Today the park police are under
42. 22 U.S. Statutes 2k3 (1882)
~~~
48. Report from the Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds to
the Chief of Engineers, United States Army, December 17, 1904. p» 6.
Liu hi U.S. Statutes 364 (1919)
"
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the control of the Superintendent of National Capital Parks,,
There was a careful and consistent development of the National
Capital Parks during the years, 1867-1925,, The growth of the park
system in extent alone was a notable achievement,, During this time,
numerous park areas were acquired and developed, among the more important being Rock Creek Park, East and West Potomac Parks, Montrose,
Meridian Hill, Fort Dupont and Fort Davis Parks, Union Station Plaza,

U5
and Columbia island.
way was begun.

In addition, the Rock Creek and Potomac Park-

National Character of Capital's Parks
During these years the National character of the parks was firmly
realized. The act of June 11, 18?8, establishing the present form of
government for the District of Columbia clearly indicated that Congress
intended to relinquish to the District Commissioners; only such matters
as belonged purely to the local interests. A provision in that act
clearly stated, "That nothing herein contained shall be construed as
transferring from the United States authorities any of the public works
within the District of Columbia now under the control or supervision of
said authorities."^

The Park System was included in the general classi-

fication of Public Works.

b5* National Capital Parks" Record Book. This book contains the complete
list of all reservations under the jurisdiction of National Capital
Parks and includes location, extant of territory, value, and date
acquired.
U6. 20 U. S. Statutes 10b, (l8?8).

ro

MERIDIAN HILL PARK

27
National, Capital Park System Defined, 1898
Although the parks had always been under Federal control, the act
of July 1, I898 further clarified the position of the parks by stating
they were under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Chief Engineer,
United States Army, representing the Federal Government, At the same
time, the park system of the National Capital was defined as constituting
"all, public spaces laid down as reservations on the map of 1891, accompanying the annual report for I89U of the Officer in Charge of Public
Buildings and Grounds,"

The parks of the National Capital were recog-

nized, as National, parks, and were to be developed for the enjoyment and
pleasure of the people of the United States,
Director of Public Buildings and Public Parks
in the National Capital, 1923-1933
"
An act approved February 26, 1925", created the independent office
of the Director of Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National
Capital, responsible directly to the President of the United States,
All the duties previously performed by the Officer in Charge of Public
Buildings and Grounds devolved upon this Director, At the same time
the act consolidated the Office of Public Buildings and Grounds and
the Office of Superintendent of the State, War and Navy Department
buildings into a single office, In accordance with this act, Lt, Col,
Go 0. Sherrill was appointed the first Director on February 26, 1925.
He was followed in office by Lt, Col, Ulysses S, Grant, III.
It is important to grasp the continuity of the Office, In 1791,
there was one office, having charge of the maintenance, protection, and
17. 30 U. S. Statutes 5?0 (1898)*
18, Raymond A, Devlin,. Annual Report of Public Buildings and Public
Parks of the National Capital.., 1933] PP» 1, 2.
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operation of all Government properties in Washington, This office consisted of the three Federal Commissioners, As time passed and the city
expanded;, the responsibilities of the office became increasingly numerous.

Gradually other Government agencies assumed certain duties once

performed by the Federal Commissioners, However, Director Grant's office
was the legal successor to these Commissioners. He had many of the same
powers exercised by the original three Federal Commissioners, He had
charge of the maintenance, care, and repair of the Executive Mansion and
Grounds, and was in charge of all public buildings and parks. Director
Grant also had certain duties, which the Commissioners of 1791 did not
possess. The growth of the city and the Government had necessitated new
and different responsibilities. An example was the fact that the Director
soon became a member and disbursing officer of numerous commissions, established to facilitate the completion of certain important projects in
the National Capital. It should be clearly realized that while certain
duties pertaining to the office of the original three Federal Commissioners
of 1791 changed from time to time, the office never ceased to operate.
National Capital Park and Planning Commission
Of considerable importance during the period 1925-1933, was the
amount of time given to comprehensive park planning, a field which is
receiving even wider attention today. The name of the National Capital
Park Commission, which had been authorized in 192b,, was changed to the
National Capital Park and Planning Commission and its functions were
greatly enlarged by act of Congress, April 30, 1926. The National
Capital Park and Planning Commission was made responsible for the
development of a comprehensive, consistent, and coordinated plan for
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the National Capital and its environs in the States of Maryland and
Virginia. It was charged with the task of preventing the pollution
of Rock Creek, and the Potomac and Anacostia rivers.

It was also

authorized to purchase lands for future park development. The latter
power was of extreme significence in the development of a greater National Capital park system.
As a beginning, the National Capital Park and Planning Commission
undertook a careful study of the L'Enfant papers.''

The Commission de-

sired to be fully aware of the ideas, which motivated L'Enfant in the
making of the original plan. Moreover, the Commission wished to be
thoroughly familiar with the original plan, in order to be able to
critically evaluate certain modifications in the basic plan, which
might have to be made to meet the needs of an expanding city.31
The Commission continued a broad system of parkway planning. In
this connection, authorization for the acquisition and development of
the George Washington Memorial Parkway was approved by act of Congress,
May 29, 1930.

In all these plans the office of Public Buildings and

Public parks of the National Capital was vitally concerned.

In the

act granting additional responsibilities to the National Capital Park
and Planning Commission, the Director of Public Buildings and Public
Parks of the National Capital was named Executive and Disbursing Officer
of the Commission. In the field of Planning, park officials followed
32
the McMillan plan of 1901 as far as was practicable.
U9. Legislative History of the Office of National Capital Parks, p. Id.
Also found in ixh U.S. Statutes 37U (1926) .
5*0. Grant, oo. cit., p. 1.
31. Ibid.
32. Ibid., p. 16.

31

Important Developments, 1925-1933
The growth and development of the National Capital Parks during
the years 1925-1933 was extensive in area, and varied in important
accomplishments. Several important Civil War forts, which were once
a part, of the defenses of Washington, were acquired. Interest was
revived in a Forts Drive project, which was planned to encircle the
city, making use of the line of Civil War defenses. Among these defenses were Fort Bayard, Fort Stevens, Fort. Stanton, Fort- Slocum,
Fort Mahan, and Fort Reno parks. In connection with a broad parkway
development the following parkways were developed; Whitehaven, Klingle
Valley, Shepherd, George Washington Memorial, and the Oxon Run parkways.

Other important acquisitions were Soapstone Valley, Lafayette

Recreation Center, Sections C, F, G, and E of Anacostia Park, Turkey
Thicket Playground, and Barnard Hill,
Arlington Memorial, Bridge
Among the important accomplishments was the construction of the
Arlington Memorial Bridge, which had been authorized by act of Congress,
approved February 2J_j., 1925, "' McKim, Mead and White of New York City
were the architects and John Nagie was the designing engineer. The
formal, opening of this magnificent structure occurred on January 16,
1932, with President Herbert Hoover and other di.stin,guished dignitaries
attending the dedication ceremonies. The superintendence of the Bridge
was carried on by the Arlington Memorial Bridge Commission, of which,
the Director of Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National
Capital was disbursing officer,
53. U3 U.S. Statutes 9?it (1915)7, May also be found in The Legislative
History of the Office of National Capital Parks, p, 22„
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The development of the Mall, authorized by Congress on March U,
1929, was undertaken in accordance with the L'Enfant plan and the
recommendations of the McMillan Commission,

This development neces-

sitated the moving of the Botanic Gardens, The developed area included
the Mall Park as we know it today running from Union Square to the
Washington Monument,
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway
The Mount Vernon Memorial Highway was authorized by Congress on
May 23, 1928, Surveys of the proposed highway were made by the Bureau
of Public Roads, which supervised the construction. By the end of
1932, the major construction and landscape work on the highway was
completed. Ceremonies, celebrating the formal opening of the road
were held at the Mount Vernon terminus on November 15, 1932,

During

the 1933 fiscal year, the control of the highway was transferred from
the Department of Agriculture to the office of Public Buildings and
Parks of the National Capital,
Winding through picturesque tidewater Virginia, the highway
passes many historical sites. In Alexandria there is Christ Church,
where Washington worshipped. There is the old Presbyterian Meeting
House and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier of the Revolutionary War,
Below Alexandria, the highway continues parallel with the broad
Potomac, A short distance below Mount Vernon, historic Fort Washington may be seen on the Maryland side of the river.

The highway comes

to an appropriate end at the home of the Father of our Country,
5h. U5 U.S. Statutes I696 (1929TT,
55, Devlin, og. cit., p. I4.0.
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During the administration of the Director of Public Buildings
and public Parks of the National Capital, numerous colorful ceremonies
and celebrations were held in the National Capital, some of which are
still yearly highlights of Washington, The park office cooperated
with the various civic organizations and jointly sponsored many events,
as does the office of National Capital Parks today. The President's
Cup Regatta was inaugurated in 1926, The famous Cherry Blossom Festival
was begun in 1927. A lavish Hallowe'en Celebration was commenced in
193io

36

These pageants required considerable work of the parks office.

Thousands of chairs had to be set up and impressive stands constructed.
Park officials worked diligently to make every event a success. The
spectators at these various events and celebrations were always carefully helped and protected by courteous United States Park Police.
A Regional Park System
Considerable thought and action was given to a regional park
system. The groundwork for a carefully designed system of regional.
parks had been given legislative approval by the passage of the

37 The passage of this act had been vigorously

Capper-Crampton act,

advocated by Colonel Sherrill, the first Director of the office of
Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National Capital. The long
range plans of the National Capital Park and Planning Commission included designs for radial highways, cross-connecting highways, airports,
sewerage and drainage, and water supply projects. In the field of
planning things generally move slowly toward a specific goal. The
56". Annual Report of the Recreation Division, National Capital Parks,
57° Ibid., p. 18.
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regional park system of the Nation's Capital has followed t h a t path,
having made steady progress in recent years after being firmly formul a t e d during the y e a r s , 1925-1933«
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CHAPTER III
PARKS OF THE NATIONAL CAPITAL, 1933-1951
Superintendent of National Capital Parks

The office of Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National
Capital was absorbed by the newly designated office of National Parks,
Buildings and Reservations, Department of the Interior by Executive

58

Order on June 10, 1933, under authority of the act of March 3, 1933.

Under this reorganization, which became effective on August 9, 1933,
the Buildings Division and the Parks Division were separated. However, both these divisions remained under the direct control of the
office of National Parks, Buildings and Reservations, Department of
the Interior, Actually the separation at this time was not completely
effected as both divisions remained closely coordinated.

Frank T.

Gartside, who had been Chief of the Park Division from 1925 to 1933,
was appointed the Acting Superintendent of the Park Division on
August 20, 1933o
National Capital Parks
The cumbersome name of the office of National Parks, Buildings
and Reservations, Department of the Interior was changed to the
"National Park Service" in the Interior Department Appropriation act
59
of March 2, 193b. ' The name National Capital Parks was officially
used for the first time when the Park Division was called "National
Capital Parks" in the District of Columbia appropriation act of June b,,
. 60
1934.
National Capital Parks, as the direct legal successor to the
5b. Stanley W, McClure, "Executive Officers in Charge of Federal Parks
in the District of Columbia, 1791-19119," p. 3. The title of this
office was soon changed to the National Park Service.
$9. U8 U.S. Statutes 389 (193b)
60. b8 U.S. Statutes 8?b (193b)
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office of the original three Federal Commissioners, retained many of
the same duties and powers once exercised by these commissioners of
1791.

Due to the growth of the Capital, certain functions once per-

formed by the original office were transferred to newly formed Government agencies. The control of most of the utilitarian type of public
buildings was shifted to a new agency in 1939? when the functions of the
administration of public buildings was transferred to the Public Build6'1
ings Administration of the Federal Works Agency,

However, certain his-

toric public buildings continued to be administered by the National Capital Parks office. Among the most important of these structures was the
Executive Mansion, The Park office retained control of the public reservations and also all official records of public reservations in the District of Columbia, Many of these original land records were transferred
to the National Archives for protection and preservation.
While the office of National Capital Parks is a unit in the National Park System of the United States, it occupies an unusual place with
respect to all other field units in the National Park. Service, It is
older than the National Park Ssrvice, since its legal, continuity can be
traced back to 1790, At the same time many of its functions are entirely different from other field units in the National Park System., In
addition to performing work similar to other National Parks and National
Monuments, the office supervises a vast system of municipal parks and
parkways, which in itself differs from. all. other National Parks, Not
only does the office supervise a municipal park system, but it supervises the park system, of the Nation1 s Capital,, established for the
enjoyment of the people of the United States,
61, Legislative History of the Office of National Capital~Parks, p, 36,'
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In general, the office of National Capital Parks in 1934 was
charged with the design and development of park areas, the maintenance
of all areas and facilities, protection of park property and park visitors, operation of recreational facilities and the general supervision
and administration of recreational facilities, cooperation with the National Capital Park and Planning Commission in general planning of parks
and parkways for the District of Columbia and surrounding territory as a
major part of city and regional planning, and care and maintenance of
the Executive Mansion and grounds.
General Organization
On October 9, 1933, C. Marshall Finnan was appointed Superintendent
of National Capital Parks by the Secretary of the Interior and was in
general charge of the office until July 31* 1939«

63

Associated with

the Superintendent in the overhead administration was one assistant
Superintendent, six division chiefs, a landscape architect, a park
Naturalist, and an assistant clerk-stenographer.

During the years

following 1934* certain new divisions and new functions were added to
the office. It is interesting to view these changes in actainistrative
procedure as they occurred. Although the organization of the office in
1934 differs somewhat from the present organization in 1952, the duties
and functions of the office have remained much the same.
Indicative of the steady growth of National Capital Parks is the
fact that the number of employees increased from 72b, in 1934 to 1011 in
62. Report on Public Recreation in Washington, D. C. and Environs submitted by the National Recreation Association to the National Capital
Park and Planning Commission, Washington, D. C., Nov. 1934, Po ~9l
63. Ibid.
6ko Ibid.
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1951,

Over this period of 16 years the duties of the Superintendent

increased tremendously. In the present day organization of the office,
the Superintendent is assisted by an Associate Superintendent, an Assistant Superintendent, and a Special Assistant, each of whom, is delegated supervisory power over various divisions.
Superintendent of National Capital Parks
With the intense development aid growth of the National Capital,,
the duties of the Superintendent became increasingly complex. On
July 28, 1950, Edward J. Kelly succeeded Irving C. Root as the Superintendent of National Capital Parks, Mr, Root had served from January 2,
19Ul to July 28, 1950, According to the following official organization
chart for 1950, the responsibilities of Superintendent Kelly were many
and included certain duties identical to those performed by the three
Federal Commissioners of 1791a
The Superintendent
Supervises the administration, maintenance, operation, improvement, and protection of the National
Capital Parks System., Supervises the administration,
maintenance, and improvement of the Executive Mansion
and Grounds, Supervises park concessions and facilities. Directs the preparation of detailed plans in
accordance with general plans of the National Capital.
Park, and Planning Commission for the development of
the District of Columbia recreation system and maintains
these areas for the District of Columbia Recreation
Board; directs the maintenance and improvement of
grounds and plantings of other government agencies.
The Superintendent is a member of the District of
Columbia Coordinating Committee of the National Capital
Park and Planning Commission and a member of the District of Columbia Recreation Board, Motor Vehicle Parking Agency, and the Commissioner's Traffic AdvisoryBeard,
65.Personnel Files of National Capital Parks.
66,Organization Chart, 1950, Files National Capital Parks, No, 2,

ko
Working directly under the Superintendent is a staff of specialists
in various phases of park work. Functioning as a coordinated unit
this staff constitutes a competent and experienced park force for
the Capital, of the United States.
Significant Changes, 1933-1951
From 1933 to 195i several significant changes have occurred in
the office of National Capital Parks. These changes have caused the
discontinuance of certain divisions and the addition of other divisions. They relieved the office of certain duties and they added
other new responsibilities.
The D. C., W. P. A. contributed to park development in connection
with the following projects; Fort Drive at Fort Reno, Piney Branch Road
from Arkansas to Beach Drive, Coolidge Recreational area, Banneker Recreational area and swimming pool, Turkey Thicket, and the demolition and
regrading of the l6th Street reservoir.
Civilian Conservation Corps
The introduction of the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1933 as a
part of the Emergency Works Program introduced certain changes in the
operating procedure of National Capital Parks. CCC operations in the
National Capital Parks definitely commenced with the authorization dated
September 23, 1933 from CCC Director Robert Fechner to Director Caemmerer
67
of the National Park Service. ' This authorization provided for the establishment of CCC Camps at Fort Hunt, Virginia, and Fort Dupont, Dis- '
trict of Columbia. These two camps were set up on October V~>, 1933 and
68
October 23, 1933, respectively.

Subsequently, eight additional camps

were established in the Washington area.
67. Raymond A. Devlin, A Report of Civilian Conservation Corps Operations
in the National Capital Parks October 15, 1933-June 30, 1912.(1950)p.2.

68. Tom:

•p-

CCC CONSTRUCTION OF PARKING AREA AT ROACHES RUN
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According to the operational procedure of the CCC, each Government
Department had a representative on the Advisory Council of the CCC, This
representative acted as the general supervisor of the program of his respective department. National Capital Parks operated as a field unit like
69
other National Parks under the National Park Service.

At first, the Na-

tional Capital Parks CCC Camps were under the general supervision of the
Regional Park Service office No, 1, located at Richmond, Virginia, This
procedure was modified on August 1, 1939 so that National Capital Parks
could deal directly with the National Park Service Washington office
70
staff handling CCC operations.

Collaboration was maintained with the

State Park Division of the National Park Service in the operation of CCC
Camps in State park areas adjacent to the National Capital Parks and in
the Chopawamsic (later the Prince William Forest Park) and Catoctin recreational demonstration areas, both intended for transfer to National
71
Capital Parks jurisdiction,
CCC operations continued up until 19u2,
during which time, numerous achievements in park development were
accomplished.
Naturalist Division
The Naturalist program of National Capital Parks became effective
December 1, 1932, with the appointment of Mr. Irvin N. Hoffman as
Naturalist with the office of Public Buildings and Public Parks of
72
the National Capital,
Mr, Hoffman resigned on August 15, 1°34«

In

1935, there was some activity in the field of Natural history, when Park

69.
70.
71.
72.

I b i d . , p . 9.
Ibid.
I b i d . , p . 2.
Memorandum from the Assistant Superintendent to the Special Assistant
t o tone Superintendent, National Capital Parks, July~30, 1952. ~~"~
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Naturalist Raymond H. Gregg was assigned to the office for a brief
period to conduct an intensive Naturalist interpretive program,, On
February 7> 1936, Donald E. McHenry reported for his assignment in
73
charge of the Naturalist work of National Capital Parks.
The extent
of services offered by the Naturalist Division has steacLily increased
over the years. At present, an interpretive force consisting of Chief
Naturalist W. Drew Chick, Jr. and three Park Naturalists provide natural history enthusiasts of the Washington area with an outstanding
service.

This force of specialists is augmented by several temporary

ranger-naturalists in the summer months. The division affords the office of National Capital Parks the services of highly trained personnel
for research and interpretation in natural history.
National Memorials and Historic Sites Division
The National Memorials and Historic Sites Division was established
in I9I4.O. In April of that year Randle B. Truett, who had been assigned
to the office as Superintendent of Lee Mansion in 1939> was appointed
7]

the first historian of National Capital Parks.

The responsibilities

of the Historical Division were greatly increased in 19U0, when the Lee
Mansion, Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, Lincoln Museum, House
Where Lincoln Died, and the Battleground Cemetery were placed in that
73
otivision for the purpose of supervision and operation.
Mr. Truett.
then became Chief of the National Memorials and

Historic Sites Division.

In addition to its research and interpretive program, the Historical,
Division was charged with the maintenance, operation, and protection
73o Donald E. McHenry, A Tenth Anniversary. Part A of the Naturalist
Report, February, 19L6, p. 1.
7Uo Ibid., p. 2.
75". National Memorials and Historic Sites Division. National Capital
Parks Files.
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of all National Memorials and Historic Sites under the jurisdiction
of National Capital Parks,
The Greenhouses
In 1Q1|2 there occurred another change in the operations of the
office. Although having nothing to do with the creation or abolishment of any divisions, the permanent abandonment of the Greenhouses
on July 1, 19l*2 brought down the curtain on an operation associated
with National Capital Parks for many years,'

For a long time the

parks and the Executive Mansion had been graced with a beautiful array
of flowers from the greenhouses staffed by personnel of the Horticultural Division, The operation of the greenhouses was a large scale
operation requiring the services of a large number of employees of the
Horticultural Division, In 1°1*2 there were 33 separate greenhouses
located at l5th and C Streets, S. W«, indicating the comprehensive
scale of the operation. The greenhouses represented a responsibility,
which required constant maintenance and both general and specialized
horticultural work. Plants in all of the greenhouses were regularly
fumigated. General propagation of the flowering and foliage plants
was an extensive operation. The beautiful roses, carnations, chrysanthemums and poinsettias, which annually came forth from the greenhouses,
were a tribute to the skill and care of the greenhouse staff. The permanent abandonment of the Greenhouses, approved by the President in accordance with a letter of the Director of the Budget of April 2, became
77
effective on July 1, 19U20
Operations at the greenhouses were terminated on June 30, 19U2, Upon the President's direction, the Army
76. White House Greenhouses; National Capital Parks File No, 920-50.
77. Ibid.
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and Navy Medical centers were granted first priority in claiming
the greenhouse materials. The remaining stock was distributed to
Boiling Field, United States Army War College, Arlington National
Cemetery, and other Federal agencies.
Recreation Division
Until l°lf2, National Capital Parks had its own Recreation Division, having charge of the construction, maintenance, and operation
on a permit basis of all recreational facilities in the parks of the
National Capital. It was the policy of the Federal Government not to
engage in supervised recreation. National Capital Parks built and
maintained facilities for 30 major sports. These facilities were open
to individuals and groups on a permit basis. The Recreation Division
also handled public contact work of the office for all public events
scheduled in the parks. The Annual reports of the Recreation Division
illustrate the tremendous amount of work carried on by this division.
Almost every conceivable type of athletic activity was available for
park users. Excellent band and symphony concerts were offered to the
public. All major celebrations, ceremonies, and dedications in the
parks were arranged and supervised by the Chief of the Division, as
they are so arranged today by the Special Assistant to the Superintendent.
On April 19, 19li2, Congress authorized the creation of a District
7R

of Columbia Recreation Board.

This Board was given the authority to

determine all questions of general policy relating to public recreation
7d. Facts, Laws, and Policy Relating to the National Capital Parks
System, p. 5.
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in and for the District of Columbia, ' However, it is important to
remember that the District Recreation Board was a local board, with
power to act solely in and for the District of Columbia, It did not
have authority to fix policy in the parks for that responsibility and
authority was imposed by law upon the Secretary of the Interior and
delegated to the Office of National Capital Parks,

The District Rec-

reation Board carried on a program of supervised recreation in various
park areas, making use of National Capital Parks facilities. These
facilities were constructed and maintained by Federal employees. The
use of these facilities conformed to the over-head park policy of National, Capital, Parks, The title to many areas used by the District of
Columbia, Recreation Board remained with the Federal Government and the
ultimate jurisdiction over these areas remained with the Department of
the Interior, The creation of the District of Columbia Recreation
Beard did result in the discontinuance of the Recreation Division of
National Capital Parks, All public relations operations, permits, and
supervision of park events, which had been handled by the Recreation
Division, passed on to the Special Assistant to the Superintendent,
Planning
The plan of 1901, which gave rebirth to the L!Enfant plan, also
gave the needed emphasis to park planning. Until recent years. National Capital, Parks did not have its own Planning Division, However, the
office had been fortunate in having the services of a landscape architect,
whose duty it was to prepare all architectural, and landscape plana. This
specialist was directly responsible to the Chief of the Branch of Plans
79, Ibid,
80. Ibid,

~~
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and Design of the National Park Service. Today, architectural and
landscape plans of the office are still subject to the approval of
the National Park Service. However, the Chief of the Plarining Division of National Capital Parks is now deputized to sign all National
Capital Parks Plans for the Chief of Design and Construction of the
National Park Service.
Engineering
Prior to 1933? when the office of National Capital Parks was
known as the office of Public Buildings and Public Parks of the National, Capital, an Army Officer was executive officer in charge of
engineering. Directly under this Army officer was a civilian chief
of Engineering.

Since August 9? 1933? the engineering matters of the

office have been entirely in the hands of civilian engineers. Immediately following August 9? 1933? Mr. Gillen was made chief of the Engineering Section. All long-range engineering plans were subject to
the approval cf the Engineering Division of the National Park Service.
Robert H o m e , present chief of the Engineering Division, came to the
office in 1933'. Subsequently, National Capital Parks developed a
separate Engineering Division.
Because of the nature and functions of the office, legal problems were continually arising. These problems were concerned with
police matters, protection of public property, review of contracts,
land titles, and many other legalistic aspects of park work. Following 1933? the office had at its disposal the services of the legal
division of the National Park Service. Whenever any question involving
a point of law arose, the advice and counsel of the legal division of
the National. Park Service was sought.

h9
Legal Division
In time5 it was considered advisable that National Capital
Parks should have its own Legal Division, The first step in this
direction came on February 18, 19k3}

when the position of Senior

Attorney was set up in the Office, Mr, Sidney McClellan became
the first Senior Attorney of National Capital Parks. The Legal
Division became fully established as a Division in May of 19^6.
On May 20, 19U6, Alexander J. Knox, formerly of the National Park
Service Legal staff, was appointed Chief of the Legal Division,
National Capital Parks0

From this time forward, the Office has

had the services and counsel of its own legal staff.
Special Problems
As a field office of the National Park Service operating the park
system of the National Capital, National Capital. Parks is placed in a
unique position. Because of the nature of the Government of the District of Columbia, the park office is confronted with certain special
problems foreign to other field units of the National Park Service.
Washington, the seat of the National Government, is a Federal city.
In the final, analysis, the city of Washington is governed by the Congress of the United States. The District budget as approved by Congress is made up of revenue collected within the District plus a certain amount appropriated out of the Federal Treasury, Congress created
a local government as early as 1802, assigning to it certain functions
cf a purely local nature. This Government was changed to its present
form in 1878, consisting of three Commissioners appointed by the President of the United States. The citizens of Washington do not have the

5o
right of suffrage. For many years it was thought by certain members
of Congress that if given the vote, Washington would become the battleground of local, interests, causing the disappearance of the National
character of the city. It is not the intention here to discuss a Federal -Municipal controversy of long standing. This work is concerned
only with the parks of the Capital, which were established as national
parks tc be administered by the Federal Government, They have remained
national parks through the years, contributing to the enjoyment of the
citizens of Washington, and those of the Nation,
The Budget
In the operation of these parks, National Capital Parks has been
faced for many years with the necessity of operating under a duel budget, although ultimately all money comes by way of a Congressional appropriation. Perhaps the greatest source of friction between the Gov81
eminent of the District and Congress is the making up the Budget,
The
source of all appropriations for National Capital Parks is the Congress
of the United States, However, the National Capital Parks office may
receive its total annual appropriation from at least four separate appropriations.

First, there is the National Capital Parks appropriation

included in the Interior Department Appropriation act under the heading
8?
"National Park Service,

Second, is the National Capital Parks appro-

priation included in the District of Columbia Appropriation act under
the heading "National Capital Parks," This money is disbursed in total
upon passage of the Appropriation bill and is deposited by National
bl. Memorandum in re The Government of the District of ColumbiaT National
Capital Parks Files on the Developments in the District of Columbia,
No. 1355-2.5, Folder No. 2.
82. National Capital Parks File No, llf50-55-50-?S.
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Capital Parks in a trust fund account. Thirdly, money appropriated
to the District of Columbia Recreation Board is made available to the
83
National Capital Parks for specific construction and maintenance work.
A fourth individual appropriation used by the Office, and one of major
importance, is the separate appropriation in the Independent Offices
Act for the maintenance and operation of the Executive Mansion and
Grounds, a responsibility of the National Capital Parks office since
1792.

In addition to these specific appropriations, the Office receives

funds by virtue of a very large amount of reimbursable work performed
annually for General Services, District of Columbia Government, Bureau
of Public Roads, and other Government agencies. Considering the complexity of the Federal appropriations coming to the office of National
Capital Parks, it is a distinct compliment to the Administrative Division that the fiscal functions of the office are carried on in a thorough and efficient manner.
Concessions
In the development of the park system in the National Capital, a
policy was adopted not to operate all recreational facilities directly
by the park Office, but to handle many of them through private management under the general supervision of a Recreation Division of the park
oj

office.

The three principal, concessioners operating facilities in the

park system under this arrangement are Government Services, Inc. (formerly the Welfare and Recreation Association of Public Buildings), the S. G.
Loeffler Operating Company, and the Almour's Securities, Inc. Government
03. Ibid.
8k. Report on Public Recreation in Washington, D. C. and Environs Submitted by the National Recreation Association, op. cit., p. 6.

'
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Services, Inc., is a non-profit corporation, operating accommodations,
facilities, and services for the public within 28 acres under the ad-

85
ministration of National Capital Parks.

These services include the

operation of six swimming pools, the Potomac Park Motor Court, four
souvenir stands, the Fort Washington Housing project, the Watergate
Theater and related facilities, and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
Barge.

A twenty-year contract has recently been entered into between

the Department of the Interior and Government Services, Inc. to replace
the contract which expired March 31, 195l. This contract provides for
the operation by Government Services, Inc. of the various accommodations, facilities, and services for the public within the areas under

8?

the administration of National Capital Parks.

The S. G. Loeffler

Operating Company operates 10 nine-hole golf courses in the park areas
of Washington. This company is responsible for the maintenance of the
golf courses and for the keeping of all properties in good condition.
Profit accruing from

the operation of the courses and houses therein
on

goes to the Operating Company.

The Almour's Securities Company, Inc.

operates the Little Hatchet Tavern, a restaurant and refreshment stand
at the Mount Vernon terminus of the Mount Vernon Memorial Highway.

This,

like the operation of the golf courses and golf houses under the Loeffler
Operating Company, is strictly a private concession but under the general
89
supervision of the park Office.
85. Government Services, Inc. Management's letter for 1951.
86. TbicT:
87. Ibid.

88. Report on public Recreation in Washington, D. C. and Environs, o p . c i t . ,
P. 7
89. I b i d .
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Important Developments, 1933-1951
A tremendous development of the park system of the National Capital was effected during the years 1933 to 1951•
both extensive and intensive.

This development was

It was extensive as the increase in park

lands was phenomenal. Today, National Capital Parks consist of lr5,000
acres, while in 1933? the entire park system including Maryland and
Virginia consisted of only 6,367,39 acres. It was intensive because
it resulted in varied achievements touching upon many fields of endeavor.

This development tapped the resources of many professions. More-

over, this development has not stopped.

It is continuing with ever

increasing intensity. New concepts in the field of park work were
adopted, so that the park development of the National Capital could
keep abreast to the needs of a growing community and Nation. Experts
in the fields of administration, landscape architecture, history,
natural history, construction, engineering, architecture, and park
protection ail contributed to the development of the park system during this period.
Acquisitions, 1933-1951
The growth of park lands during the last 18 years has made the
National Capital Parks one of the largest park systems in the United
States. From 1933 to the present time over 38,000 acres of park land
90

have been acquired. 7

Among the l a r g e s t of the more recent a c q u i s i -

t i o n s are t h e Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, Catoctin park, and Prince
William Forest Park.

The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, once a v i t a l

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a r t e r y of t h e Potomac Valley, came i n t o the park system
in 1938 and consists of 5,253 a c r e s .

Prince William Forest Park,

90. National Capital Parks Record Boclu

~~~
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£
located approximately 38 miles south of Washington, near Quantico,
.
.
91
Virginia, was acquired in 19ul and consists of 1U,300 acres,
Catoctin Park, located at Thurmont, Maryland, became a part of Na92
tional Capital. Parks in 19k?- and consists of 10,000 acres.
Other important land acquisitions during the past 18 years include
the Theodore Roosevelt Island, Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, Dumbarton
Oaks, Fort Washington, and a number of Playgrounds within the District
of Columbia,'," The Kenilwort.li Aquatic Gardens provide a distinctive
park feature, probably not duplicated anyithere in the World, Formerly
known, as the Shaw Lily gardens, they were acquired in 1938, Dumbarton
Oaks Park, although small in area, is an extremely valuable park reservation located in historic Georgetown, It was first opened to the publie on Easter week end of 19Li.
Fort Washington
The transfer of Fort Washington tc the park Office was authorized

, 93

in 1938, and permanently effected in 19U0,

The first Fort Washington

was substantially completed by December 1, 1809, and was designed to be
a part of the defenses of the Capital, As ships of the British Royal
Navy approached the fort on August 27, I8IJ4, Captain Dyson, the American
Commander, destroyed the fort0

Initial work on the second Fort. Washing-

ton began or, September 8, I81I4., when Major Pierre Charles L1 Enfant was
ordered by the Acting Secretary of War James Monroe to take charge of the
reconstruction of the Fort, One of the best examples of early American.

91.
92.
93.
9ko
95.

Ibid,
Ibid.
Ibid.
National Capital Parks Press Release, April I I , 19u!»
National Capital Parks Record Book.
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fortifications, this historic fort occupies a strategic location overlooking the Potomac river opposite Mount Vernon.
National Memorials and Historic Sites
In addition to the foregoing park areas, several of the Nation's
outstanding National Monuments and Historic Sites were returned after
a brief absence to the Office of National Capital Parks. In I9I4.O, the
Lee Mansion, Lincoln Memorial, Washington Monument, Lincoln Museum,
House Where Lincoln Died, and the Battleground Cemetery were placed in
the National Memorials and Historic Sites Division.

The return of

these nationally revered memorials to the Office under which they were
constructed was a significant addition to the expanding National Capital Parks. Before 1933} all of these National Monuments as well as
the parks had been administered by the office of Public Buildings and
Public Parks of the National Capital. When the legal jurisdiction of
this office passed to the National Park Service, the buildings division
and the parks division were separated.

This separation became perma-

nently fixed in 1939» when the administration of Public Buildings was
placed with the Federal Works Agency, while the parks and certain historic structures were left under the jurisdiction of the National Park
96
Service, Department of the Interior.
The National Monuments and Historic Sites have become a vital part
of National Capital Parks. The Washington Monument, the Lincoln Memorial,
the Thomas Jefferson Memorial, and the Lee Mansion are each expressions
of the love and devotion of the American people for the memory of great
Americans. Known throughout the land, these monuments have become symbols
96, The Legislative History of the Office of National Capital Parks, p.36'.
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of particular achievements in our National life. As our Nation grows,
the importance of American history increases. Besides an awareness of
World history, our children will become more and more familiar with the
development of our own Nation. For to be informed citizens of the
World, they must first of all be informed citizens of their own country.
As an aid in this direction, the National Memorials and Historic Sites
throughout the Nation are continually increasing in value. A striking
example of this, is the visitation to the National Monuments located in
Washington, which finds the Lincoln Memorial National Monument receiving
over two million visitors annually, the highest visitation received by
any National Park Service area. Thousands of school children flock to
Washington yearly. They are inspired and educated in American history
by visits to the National Monuments and Historic sites in the Nation's
Capital.
Fort Stevens
Virtually all the famous battlefields of the great conflict between the North and South are embraced within the National Park System.
These fields, 19 in all, constitute the largest single group of historic sites in Federal ownership.97 National Capital Parks has several.
unique reiirinders of the Civil War. On August 10, 1933 the Battleground
98
Cemetery was added to the office.

This cemetery contains the graves

of Union soldiers, killed during the attack on Washington by the Confederate General Jubal A. Early. Fort Stevens, where the forces of
General Early were repulsed by Union defenders, has previously been
97. Ronald F. Lee, "History Written on the Land," a historical lecture
developed and written by Assistant Director Lee.
98. National Capital Parks Maintenance and Recreation Division Quarterly
Report, First Quarter of the Fiscal Year 193$u
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included in the park system. Today, Fort Stevens Park preserves the
historical site, where Abraham Lincoln stood under fire of enemy guns

99
during Early:s attack on Washington on July 12, 186b,.

These histor-

ical areas are graphic reminders of the strategic location and phychological importance of Washington during the years of the Civil War.
Civilian Conservation Corps Developments
As was true of many areas under the National Park Service, National Capital Parks underwent several large-scale developments during the
operation of the Civilian Conservation Corps, In all, 10 CCC Camps
were established in the Washington area0

Achievements under the CCC

program increased as the trainees gained added experience in the various trades and crafts, in surveying, administrative work, museum exhibit preparation, landscaping, tree preservation, roads and trail construction, and other types of development and conservation projects in
the programs, '

The National Capital Parks as a technical agency was

given funds for the purchase of supplies and equipment, and employment of
technical supervisory and other facilitating personnel for the work programs. During the course of the program a total of $1,229,873.19 was
obligated by the office of National Capital Parks.

It was the respon-

sibility of the park office to plan and prosecute work projects within
its area. By means of numerous work projects, a rehabilitation of older
park areas and a development of new areas was effected. As was true of
other areas in the National Park Service, many enrollees learned helpful,
trades. While learning these trades, they contributed to the beauti.fi99o National Capital Parks files? Supplement to Parks, Parkways, and
Recreation Study, No. I.I4.60,
100, Raymond Devlin, Report on Civilian Conservation Corps Operations
in the National Capital Parks. op, cit, , p. 3°

101. Ibid.
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cation and development of park areas. Achievements in park work
effected during the period of Civilian Conservation Corps operation
may be viewed all about the National Capital today.
During the period of CCC operation a multitude of permanent physical improvements was achieved. Some of these improvements are as
followss bridges were builtj signs, markers, tables, and benches were
constructed; foot trails, horse trails, truck trails, and minor roads
were constructed; the clearing and cleaning of channels required the
1 09

removal of 88,000 square yards of earth.

Over 20,000 feet of tile

lines was constructed; over 35,000 square yards of earth was removed
during riprap work. Fine grading road slopes was a major accomplishment. Almost 120,000 individual trees and shrubs were moved and
planted. Parking areas and parking overlooks were built and picnic
areas developed. Certain undesirable structures were removed. Over
65,000 cubic yards of earth was removed in excavation of channels and
103
canals, "

Tree preservation received considerable attention. Four

historic structures were restored. Major jobs of restoration and
general park maintenance were undertaken at Fort Washington, Fort
Dupont, and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. These work projects are
typical of the program carried on in the National Capital Parks during
the CCC operation.
Restoration of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal
One of the major park accomplishments in which the CCC played an
important part, was the restoration of a 22-rtdle sector of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. After having been permanently abandoned in 192U,
102. Ibid.. p. 171
103. Ibid."
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the canal was purchased by t h e Federal Government in 1938 for
$2,000,000,

Two CCC Camps were e s t a b l i s h e d along the Chesapeake and

Ohio Canal, and a t o t a l of $98,910,22 was a l l o t t e d for CCC work on
the Canal,

CCC boys were employed in the general r e s t o r a t i o n of t h e

canal from Georgetown, D. C, t o Seneca, Maryland,

The reconstructed

22-mile s e c t o r was o f f i c i a l l y opened for t h e public on August 17,
. 10li
19k0.

The lower l e v e l of t h e canal in Georgetown had already been

in use in 1939.
In accomplishing the reconstruction and restoration of the canal
from Georgetown to Seneca, Maryland, CCC boys were usually employed in
general repair and maintenance work. They had to re-excavate major
portions of the canal ditch.

Since abandonment of canal operations

in 192k, the ditch had become filled with earth, sandbars, logs, and
trees. All this was removed by CCC workers. In addition, the boys
were employed in rebuilding a wide towpath. The actual construction
of locks, lockgates, and lockhouses was carried on by workers employed
by means of WPA funds.
Preparatory to the restoration of the canal, historians T. Sutton
Jett and Rogers Young, under the direction of the Branch of History of
the National Park Service, made an extensive study of the history of
the canal. When the Government acquired the canal all of the original
records of the Canal Company were deposited in the National Archives,
By means of a thorough study of these original records, historians
Jett and Young were able to give expert advice on many phases of the
restoration of the canal. The entire restoration of the canal was
planned to be historically accurate.
10k. National Capital Parks Press Release, August 9, 19k0.
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Basic to restoration is the task of historical research. This
research is but the first step in a series. Specialists in planning
and design are needed to give their valuable suggestions, as well as
engineers and architects with their technical advice and skill. All
these specialists must cooperate, so that the result will be a successful restoration. The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal was an example of
this cooperation. Preparatory to the construction of a bridge, spillway, or lock, the historian would gather and evaluate the historical
data on the subject. Experts in planning and design would then give
advice as to the best way to effect this construction and restoration.
Engineers and architects would be needed to lend their technical advice. Finally, actual construction would be undertaken. The result
was the construction and restoration of locks, spillways, and lockhouses along the canal, all conforming as closely as possible to those
of the original Chesapeake and Ohio Canal when in actual operation.
Construction and Repair
During the past 18 years, the Construction and Repair Division
has effected numerous improvements within the National Capital Parks.
Owing to the magnitude of the park system, construction and repair
work encompasses a wide variety of assignments calling for constant
vigilance on the part of park officials. Under the supervision of
George Clark, since July 1932, this division has maintained present
structures and built new roads, trails, buildings, structures, utilities, and countless other facilities in the park system. Since the
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway has been under the jurisdiction of National Capital Parks, continual construction and repair work has been
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necessary to maintain its present condition. Many of the bridges,
which add to the attractiveness of Rock Creek Park were constructed
by the employees of the Construction and Repair Division, Recently,
the Mall roads were considerably improved including the extension of
Madison Drive between 7th and 9th Streets,
Few of the dedications, ceremonies, or events in the park areas
are completed without the services of park construction craftsmen and
laborers. Maintenance of the many miles of roads within the National
Capital Parks alone constitutes a large task. In addition to its general, work, the Construction and Repair Division operates the Arlington
Memorial Bridge and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, Construction and
repair work is vital to the successful operation of the park system.
It requires the services of a large number of craftsmen and laborers,
who play an important part in the operation of all park systems.
Horticultural Work
Horticultural work is also a phase of park work, which received
considerable attention. The Horticulture and Maintenance Division
supervises all day labor, construction, maintenance of all horticultural features of the parks. An important feature of any park system
is the proper adornment of flowering plants, shrubery, and trees.
Horticultural work has always been an important phase of work in National Capital Parks, It was the Horticultural Division that maintained the extensive park greenhouses. Recent important developments
displaying the work of the Horticulturists include the development of
the grounds adjacent to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, treatment of
105o Office Memorandum from the Superintendent to the Secretary of the
Interior, December 21, 1950.
"
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grounds at Dupont Circle, arid the development of the State Department
106
triangle.
The work of the division in combating the dread Dutch
Elm Disease may be considered an achievement even though this fight
is still in progress. The first case of Dutch Elm disease in parks
was found on May 29, 19b7 by Plant Pathologist Horace V, Wester, while
107
on a routine inspection tour south of the Lincoln Memorial,

Since

that time, the Horticulture Division in cooperation with other government agencies has waged continuous warfare against this serious danger
to the Elm growth of the National Capital,
United States Park Police
Park protection is a necessary and major function of the National
Capital Parks office. The United States Park Police, composed of a
relatively small force of expertly trained men, is the park protection
force for the Nation's Capital. Since the parks are controlled by the
Federal Government, it is natural that they be policed by Federal
authorities. Officially called the United States Park Police by act
of Congress of December p, 1919, the Park Police force has steadily
risen to one of the best trained police forces in the Nation. The
act of May 27, 192U (1;35 Stat. 175j , provided that the United States
Park Police force was under exclusive charge and control of the Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds and consisted of one
officer detailed from the War Department, one lieutenant, one first

108

sergeant, five sergeants, and 5U privates.

The present Park Police

force is approximately three times as large as it was in 192l|j while
the area to be protected, is almost eight times as large as it was
10b. Ibid:
107. National Capital Parks Press Release, June 19b-7.
108. The Legislative History of National Capital Parks, p. lb,.
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, 109
in I92I4..
This illustrates the fact that one park policeman is
now charged with the responsibility of patroling a more extensive
area.
It is necessary that each park policeman be a resourceful and
relentless guardian of public property and public welfare. In addition
to regular police training, the park policeman must be thoroughly familiar with park regulations. Since the majority of violations in the
parks are infractions of park regulations rather than ordinary crimes,
park policemen have developed an attitude of courtesy and helpfulness.
Since out-of-town visitors are often unfamiliar with park regulations,
park policemen frequently issue courtesy warnings for minor park violations. While this requires additional effort on the part of the officer,
it has brought many favorable responses from park visitors. However, if
the need arises, the park policeman is a vigorous and stern guardian of
the law. The history of the Park Police is filled with the solutions of
many major crimes committed in the parks. Through the years, members
of the United States Park Police force have brought distinction upon
themselves and their office by their many commendations. Besides providing complete protection for the entire National Capital Parks, the
Park Police furnishes police escorts for the President of the United
States, and furnishes supplemental police protection, when requested,
at the White House.

109. Today the area of National Capital Parks is U5,000 acresj while
in I92I4., it totaled approximately 6,000 acres.
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Park Use
National Capital Parks takes pride in the fine record of park
use.

Since the parks are established for the enjoyment of the public,

it is gratifying to park officials to witness a steady increase in
park use. As the urban population grows, park use will become even
more intensified. In a single year, millions make use of the National
Capital Parks, The bulk of the facilities and forces are devoted to
providing for these uncounted millions of park patrons who make use of
Rock Creek Park, Great Falls, Maryland, Fort Washington, Fort Hunt, the
Mall, Mount Vernon Memorial Highway, Anacostia Park, the Washington
Monument grounds, and other areas throughout the city's metropolitan
110
area.
Supervision of Park Events
Park use covers a wide variety of activities. In the National
Capital Parks there are facilities for all types of sports. Hundreds
of thousands of park patrons enjoy the parks as a retreat for themselves and their families from the tensions of modern urban living.
The number of park users engaged in passive recreation is extremely
large. An outstanding type of park use, which has greatly increased
during the years 1933-1951, is the attendance at special events and
celebrations held in the parks. The arrangements for all events and
celebrations held in the parks are in charge of the Special Assistant
to the Superintendent,
The Watergate Concerts, the traditional Cherry Blossom Festival,
the Fourth of July Celebration, the President's Cup Regatta, and several important- parades are included among the annual events held in the
National Capital Parks, Of these, the Watergate Concert was originated
110, Memorandum from the Superintendent of National Capital Parks to the
Secretary of the Interior, December 21, 1950°
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since 1933•

The Watergate programs, which have become so popular in the

National Capital, first started in 1933.

The first series of outdoor

concerts at the Watergate represented a collaborative project of various
Government agencies.

The first series of performances at the Watergate

was sponsored by National Capital Parks. The Navy Department supplied
the barge for the orchestra background, and the District Emergency Relief
112
Administration administered the work project and supplied the labor.
The National Symphony orchestra, a non-profit organization, contributed
two-thirds of the cost of the project, while the remaining expenses were
113
met. by the cooperating Government agencies. •* Since that time, the
National Symphony, service bands, opera companies, and other musical
aggregations have used the Watergate.
National Community Christmas Tree
The lighting of the National Community Christmas Tree on the
White House grounds is a unique event in the National Capital Parks.
The first tree was a fir cut from the Green Mountains, and presented
to President Calvin Coolidge in 1923 by President Paul D. Moody, of

llU After lighting the

Middleburg College, Middleburg, Vermont.

Christmas tree, the President of the United States sends his Christmas
greeting across the Nation. Although the ceremony itself is brief,
considerable planning on the part of the Committee precedes the event.
It has become one of the friendliest services held in the parks.
111. The Watergate, National Capital Parks Files No. 1050-25-2$.
112. Ibid.
113. Ibid.
lib,. Executive Mansion and Grounds, National Capital Parks Files No.
1115-30-10.
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Memorial Services
Hundreds of memorial services are held in the parks. Services
are held annually at the Lincoln Museum in commemoration of the birth
of Abraham Lincoln and on the anniversary of his tragic assassination.
The first anniversary celebration of Lincoln's birth on February 12,
19U2 was made the occasion for the Lincoln Museum exhibition of a collection of relics intimately connected with the assassination. The
single shot Derringer pistol used by the assassin John Wilkes Booth,
the assassin's personal diary and many other relics held in the possession of the Judge Advocate General, United States Army were loaned
113
to the Museum for an indefinite period.
Memorial services at the
various statues, memorials, and monuments constitute a particular
phase of park use.

Great Falls, Maryland
Great Falls, Maryland is an area of intense park use. Located
about 15" miles from Washington, Great Falls of the Potomac constitutes
a scenic and historic attraction in National Capital Parks. Visitation
to this relatively small area is extremely high, numbering in the thousands on weekends. Visitors to the Great Falls area may see the thundering falls and walk along the restored portion of the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal.

The historical importance of the area is graphically described

in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Museum, which was opened to the public
in the summer of 195>1. The Museum is located in the recently restored
Great Falls Tavern. A short distance from the Tavern is a Naturalist
trailside exhibit, containing numerous interesting exhibits of the
115. National Capital Parks Press Release, February 11, 19U2.
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flora and fauna of the area. The completion of the restoration of the
Great Falls Tavern, installation of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Museum,- and completion of the Naturalist trailside exhibit mark important
recent improvements and additions to the parks..
Another type of park use centers about the many dedications held
within the National Capital Parks, From 1933 to 195l, numerous dedications have taken place. Some of these dedications mark extremely important accomplishments of the office, A few of the important dedications
occurring during the last 18 years include the following? the bathing
pools and field houses at Banneker Recreation Center and Takoma Park
Recreation Center were dedicated and opened to the public on June 23,
117
193b with appropriate ceremonies.

Groundbreaking ceremonies for the

Second Division Memorial were held on September lb,, 1935. The Calvert
Street Bridge was dedicated on December 19, 1935.

The exercises

marking this concrete achievement were marked by a parade of over
2000 participants and the presence of a large crowd. The Lanston Golf
119
Course was dedicated and opened to play on June 11, 1939.
Thomas Jefferson Memorial
One of the most prominent dedications in recent years was that of
the Thomas Jefferson Memorial on the two hundredth anniversary of
120
Jefferson's birth, April 13, 19b3.
The location of the Thomas
Jefferson Memorial followed the design of the McMillan Commission of
1901, Preparatory to the construction and creation of the Memorial,
116. Memorandum from the Superintendent of National Capital Parks to
the Secretary of the Interior, December 21, 1950.
117. Annual Report of the Recreation Division of National Capital Parks
for the fiscal year 193b.
118. Annual Report of the Recreation Division, 1935.
119. National Capital Parks Press Release, June 6, 1939.
120. National Capital Parks Press Release, January 28, 19b3.
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a Thomas Jefferson Memorial Commission was authorized by act of Con121
gress on June 26, 193U»

As it may be said of all major develop-

ments in the National Capital, action started with Congress, A Commission was organized, and National Capital Parks was designated to take
care of the administrative and fiscal obligations of this commission.
The architect of the Jefferson Memorial was John Russell Pope,
who was influenced by Jefferson's own taste in architecture. Consequently, the style followed that which Jefferson himself had used in
the design of the Virginia State Capitol, his home at Monticello and
the rotunda at the University of Virginia. Mien the Memorial was first
dedicated, a full size plaster model of the Jefferson Statue was put in
place on its pedestal in the Memorial, The statue was the work of the
sculptor Rudolph Evans, a native of Washington. The plaster model was
122
replaced with a permanent bronze statue in the Spring of 19U7*
Jose Artigas Statue
The dedication of the statue of Jose Artigas, which was erected on
Constitution avenue at 18th Street, took place on June 19, 1950. This
statue was presented to the United States by the people and especially
the school children of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay, The Uruguayan
architect of the statue was Mario Paysse Reyes. The American architectural firm pf Harbeson, Hough, Livingston, and Larson designed the
pedestal. The movement to present the statue of General Articas was
initiated in 1°I|.0 and completed in 19U2.

It was an officer of the

121. kb1 U. S. Statutes 12k3 (193U).
122. National Capital Parks Press Release, April 18, 19U7-
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Uruguayan Army, Edgardo Ubaldo Genta, who conceived the idea of donating a bronze statue of the Uruguayan National hero to the United States
in keeping with a plan to exchange bronze statues of heroes among the
American republics. On October .29, 19U8, the Commission of Fine Arts
selected reservation 110 for the Artigas Statue. Other prominent dedications of statuary which have taken place since 1933 include the William
Jennings Bryan., Navy-Marine, Artemas Ward, and the Marcqni Statues.
Arlington Memorial Bridge Plaza Statuary
The most impressive dedication of 1951 was that of the Four Equestrian Statues for the Arlington Memorial Bridge Plaza. Arrangements for
the casting of these statues in Italy were agreed to by National Capital
Parks Associate Superintendent Harry Thompson and Italian Government officials. These four monumental equestrian statues, cast in Italy as a
gift to the people of the United States from the people of Italy, were
123
appropriately dedicated on September 26, 1951.

The four statues,

portraying the "Arts of War" and the "Arts of Peace" and mounted on the
Plaza of Arlington Memorial Bridge, complete the sculptured embellish12U
ments for the imposing Memorial Bridge.

Designed and modeled by

American sculptors, they were cast in bronze and surfaced with pure gold
by Italian artisans. Each statue has been given a symbolic name. The
groups symbolizing the "Arts of Peace" sculptured by James Fraser stand
at the entrance to the Rock Creek Parkway. On the east is "Music and
Harvestj" on the west of the entrance is "Aspiration and Literature."
The two statues symbolizing the "Arts of War" sculptured by Leo
Friedlander- stand at the entrance to the Arlington Memorial Bridge.
123. The Program of Ceremonies Dedicating The Equestrian Statues,
September 26, 195TI
12l±. Ibid.
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On the east is "Valor," while on the west side is "Sacrifice." The
inscriptions carved into the mounting piers of all the groups serve
as a permanent record of the origin of the statues and their comple. 125"
tion.
+

Interpretation
Interpretation has become an important phase of park work in
the National Capital. It is one thing for the visitor to see historical monuments and areas of natural beauty.

It is something different

to have trained historians and naturalists explain the historical significance and natural history of these monuments and areas. Interpretation, an important part of all National Park Service areas, plays a
vital role in filling the minds of young and old with a real appreciation of our National parks as areas of historical importance and natural
beauty.
An intensive program of interpretation is carried on by both the
Naturalist and Historical divisions. The field of natural history
interpretation features guided trips to park areas; a school assembly
program, which initiates the young to fascinating stories of living
creatures, plants, and geological features found in the Washington
area; an adult nature leadership course; a junior naturalist training
course; nature consultation at day camps; and a popular and informative lecture series. The historical program of interpretation includes
on-the-scene interpretation at the National Monuments, Memorials, and
Museums of National Capital Parks; historical walks to the various
125. Ibid.

'
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memorials and historic sites in Washington; a school assembly program
instilling the youth with a greater knowledge and appreciation of the
parks and of American history; a special out-of-town school program
featuring historical talks at the Lincoln Museum and the showing of
an orientation film on the National Capital; and conducted historical
tours for various foreign visitors to the United States for the State
Department.
Planning
Planning occupies a place of prime importance in the National
Capital Parks. From the time of the McMillan Park Commission of 1901,
park planning has received more and more attention. The beauty and
attractiveness of the parks results in great part because of the longrange planning, which preceded the development of particular park
areas. Today, the Planning division prepares all advance planning
programs in the National Capital Parks. In the all important work
of planning, this division cooperates and works with the other divisions of the office. The Division also collaborates with the Bureau
of Public Roads on major roads and parkways. It coordinates all
phases of planning and development with the District of Columbia,
National Capital Park and Planning Commission, and other Federal
Government agencies. The work of the Planning Division has become
extremely complex. Whenever any project is planned in the National
Capital Parks, the Planning division must contact numerous organizations and agencies, which might be directly or indirectly concerned
with the project.

CO.
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Rehabilitation of Small Parks
Since 1933> many outstanding developments have been effected in
the National Capital Parks,

Careful planning has played a significant

role in these developments, as it is playing a vital role in projects
for future development.

One of the early important achievements in

park development was a large-scale rehabilitation of smaller parks.
At the turn of the twentieth century many of the small reservations
were not parks in the modern sense.

They were rather formal gardens

done in the old world manner and featuring horticultural displays.
They were beautiful areas and added a distinctiveness to the Capital
city.

The rapid population growth and increase in park use brought

about by the first World War soon made their maintenance and protection impractical as well as expensive.

In bringing about the trans-

formation of these smaller areas, work was undertaken under PWA and
WPA authorization in the beginning of the depression years.

The proj-

ect involved the redesigning of three of the major small parks Lafayette, Franklin, and Folger, and more than 100 circles, triangles,
and squares.

Its completion in 1938 marked one of the major accom-

plishments of the National Capital Parks during the Emergency period.
In achieving the rehabilitation of these small parks, circles, and
triangles in the National Capital, park officials recaptured the
charm of the old Washington and took an important step toward the
1 ?6
perpetuation of that charm for the enjoyment of future generations.

126. Parks and Reservations, National Capital Parks File No. li;60,
No. 3.
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Carter Barron Memorial Amphitheater
A recent accomplishment in National Capital Parks was the completion of the Carter T. Barron Amphitheater in Rock Creek Park,
First used for the staging of the Paul Green symphonic drama "Faith of
Our Fathers," the amphitheater is designed to become a major park
127
facility when the drama is no longer in production.
Located amid
the beautiful surroundings of Rock Creek Park, the Amphitheater will
be the ideal setting for various public interest programs. The Amphitheater is an excellent example of coordination of the Planning
Division with several other divisions of the office. The architects,
landscape architects, and engineers worked closely together to achieve
a plan and complete an impressive structure amid the proper natural
setting.
George Washington Memorial Parkway
Much has been accomplished in the field of parkways. Progress
was made on the George Washington Memorial Parkway, In 1Q50 the
Spout Run connection of the parkway between Key Bridge and Lorcom Lane
was completed and opened to traffic. This divided parkway a mile in
length, now provides a continuous memorial drive from the Mount Vernon
1 9ft

estate to the Lee Highway —Lorcom Lane connection.

Eventually,

the George Washington Memorial Parkway will connect Fort Washington
and Great Falls of the Potomac.
127. Memorandum from the Superintendent of National Capital Parks to the
Secretary of the Interior. December 21, 1950.
128. Ibid.
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Baltimore-Washington Parkway
Progress on the 3.8.5 mile Federal stretch of the BaltimoreWashington Parkway is also being made0

On August 3j 1950,, legislation

was approved placing the Parkway from Washington to Fort Meade under
the jurisdiction of the National Park Service with authority to proceed
129
with construction.

As the local field office of the National Park

Service, National Capital Parks was given jurisdiction over the project
with the Bureau of Public Roads doing the construction. Nine of the 1?
masonry overpasses and underpasses that eventually will be built from
Washington to Jessttp are now under construction as well as the bridge

130
over t h e Patuxent r i v e r near t h e Annapolis road junction.

It is

hoped t h a t the important project may be completed in 19.93.
Recently, the Public Housing Administration t r a n s f e r r e d Greenbelt
Park; an area of UlrS acres adjacent to the town of Greenbelt and the
Baltimore-Washington Parkway, to the National Capital Parks office.
The importance of t h i s t r a n s f e r cannot be over-emphasized.

Tentative

plans for the development of the park include an l8-hole golf course,
practice driving ranges, miniature golf,, w i l d l i f e preserves and other
features which w i l l serve both parkway t r a v e l e r s and residents of the
north-west Washington metropolitan area,
129, Ibid"
~
130, Monthly Progress Report of the Bureau of Public Roads Projects,
September, I95l~^
131, Memorandum from the Superintendent to the Secretary of the
Interior, December 2j 3 1950^ op. cit, "~~
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Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Parkway
Plans have been made for the .Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Parkway,
A joint study made by the National, Park Service and the Bureau of
Public Roads concerning the feasibility of constructing a parkway
along the right-of-way of the Federally-owned. Chesapeake and Ohio
132
Canal was completed in 1950„
On the basis of a favorable report
to Congress, now available as House Document N c 68?, 8lst Congress,
legislation was passed authorizing acceptance of land for use in connection with the project.

The Parkway is planned to follow the

route of the canal from Great Falls to Cumberland, Md,

The scenic,

historic, and general recreational possibilities of this parkway are
numerous. By means of the parkway, the public would be afforded access to many areas of natural beauty and historical significance.
Some of these areas include the restored section of the Canal from
Georgetown to Seneca, Md,, the Great Falls of the Potomac, the proposed Harper:s Ferry historical site, the Antietam National Battlefield, and many other recreational areas.
Forts Drive
Plans for the encircling Forts Drive have also received attention
from both the Planning division of the National Capital Parks and the
National Capital Park and Planning Commission, The commission is gradually acquiring land that will someday be used in the Forts Drive project.

Forms Drive is intended to be a high speed "ring" road, distribut-

ing traffic on radial routes and handling circumferential traffic in the
city. Not only will this project be important- as a. traffic control
132, Ibid.
133. Ibid.
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measure 5 but i t s h a l l afford the public an excellent scenic and h i s t o r i c drive,,

Along i t s route are many of the Civil War f o r t s and

b a t t e r i e s , • These several preserved f o r t s of the defenses of Washington
remain as v i s i b l e evidence of the great e f f o r t taken t o protect the
13k
National Capital during the Civil War. 4 At the end of the War in
April of 1865; the defenses of Washington consisted of 68 enclosed
135
forts and 93 manned batteries.

Individual inquiries and a large

attendance at the historical tour of the Civil War defenses indicates
that there is considerable interest in these historic fortifications.
Anacostia Park, an area of increasing park use, has received
considerable attention. Fort Dupont Park, nearby, is another area
under park development. This park is a rugged area extending high
into the hills guarding the Anacostia river. It offers opportunity
for development similar to Rock Creek Park. Providing both natural
beauties and recreational possibilities, the area is destined to receive future park development.

Both of these parks will receive

greater park use as the population expands.
Important features of the Parks System
The parks of the Nation-s Capital are known and admired throughout the World, One of the principal, features of the park system is
its association with historic and beautiful streams. A large part of
the park system is bordered by the historic Potomac and Anacostia rivers. Visitors are impressed by continuous drives bordered by shade
trees.

They find inspiration in the stately public buildings,

13k° Stanley W. McClure, G~ide Leaflet for the Defenses of-Washington ~
op. cit., p. 1.
~ ™
i-33. I bado
136. P a r k s , Parkways, and Recreational S t u d i e s , National Capital Parks
F i l e No. 11*60.
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memorials, and beautiful v i s t a s of forest-bordered streams. 137
Long-range planning on the part of park o f f i c i a l s has made these
impressions a r e a l i t y ,
Capper-Grampton Act
The significance of the Capper-Crampton act to the development
of the C a p i t a l ' s parks cannot be over-emphasized.

By means of t h i s

a c t , advance land purchase and landing powers were given to the Nat i o n a l Capital Park and Planning Commission,

Because of the Capper-

Crampton act the National Capital Parks has kept pace with the i n crease in park u s e ,

Maryland has benefited from the a c t .

of Virginia i s now beginning to r e a l i z e the p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

The S t a t e
The

Capper-Crampton act has made possible the acquisition of large t r a c t s
of land, destined for future park development.

With park lands i n -

creasing, planners envision the need for more c i t y and regional parks,
more playgrounds, and parkways and inner-ring roads to lessen the
t r a f f i c congestion.
I t i s a t r i b u t e t o the planning and foresight of park o f f i c i a l s
t h a t the National Capital Parks has kept abreast of the groxiing needs
of the community and Nation,

The National Capital Parks serves the

needs of the c i t i z e n s of the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, Maryland and
V i r g i n i a , and millions of c i t i z e n s of the other States and foreign
countries, who annually v i s i t the Nation's C a p i t a l ,

137. I b i d .

The parks are

•

I

o

O

extensively used for the benefit and enjoyment of all the people,
Tc insure the National character of the parks, they have remained under
Federal control for 160 years.
An Evaluation
Washington is a city of magnificent parks. The official assessed valuation of National Capital Parks makes it one of the most
valuable park systems of the World.139 The entire value of the park
system cannot be measured in monetary terms alone.

It contributes to

the mental and physical welfare of the countless millions who avail
themselves of its benefits. National Capital Parks today stands
ready to meet the needs of a groxving community and Nation.

138. Facts, Laws, and Policy Relating to the National Capital Parks"
System, p. J7.
139. Ibid., p. 10,
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TABLE I

LIST OF OFFICERS OF
NATIONAL CAPITAL PARKS
1791-1951

TABLE I
Officers of national Capital Parks, 1791-1951*

Federal Commissioners of the District of Columbia
Thomas Johnson, of Maryland
David Stuart,
»
•
Daniel Carroll, •
»

Appointed Jan. 22, 1791
"
•
"
»
•
»
"
»
(Act July 16, 1790, Vol. 1, p. 130)

Daniel Carroll
Gustavous Scott, of Maryland
William Thornton, of Pennsylvania

Continued
Appointed Aug. 23, 179U
"
Sept. 12, 179U

Gustavous Scott
William Thornton
Alexander White, of Virginia

Continued
»
Appointed May 18, 1795

William Thornton
Alexander White
William Cranch, of Georgetown

Continued
»
Appointed Jan. 8, 1801

William Thornton
Alexander White
Tristram Dalton

Continued
"
Appointed Mar. 2, 1802

Superintendent of Public Buildings and Grounds
Thomas Munroe

Appointed Superintendent
June 1, 1802
J. P. Van Ness, T. Ringold and R. B. Lee were appointed to
repair the damages (British burning of public buildings,
l8lU) to Public buildings in the city.
Appointed Mar. 13, l8l5
Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds

Samuel Lane

Appointed May 1, l8l6

Joseph Elgar

'•

May 13, 1822

William Noland

»

Feb. 10, I83U

Andrew Beaumont

"

Nov. 5, 18L/S

Charles Douglas

"

Mar. 15, l81i7

Ignatius Mudd

'•

April 16, l81±9

Commissioner of Public Buildings and Grounds (cont'd)
William Easby

Appointed Mar. lij., 1851

B. B. French

"

July 1, 1853

John B. Blake

»

July 28, 1855

William S. Wood

July 12, l85l
(not confirmed but acted sometimes)

B. B. French

(2nd term)

»

Sept. 7, l86l

Officer in Charge of Public Buildings and Grounds
Gen. N. Michler

Appointed Mar. 13, 186?

Gen. 0. E. Babcock

"

June 1, 1871

Col. T. L. Casey

»

Mar. 35 1877

Col. C. F. Rockwell

»•

April 1, l88l

Col. John M. Wilson

"

June 1, 1885

Col. 0. H. Ernst

"

Sept. 7., 1889

Col. John M. Wilson (2nd term)

«

April 1, 1893

Lt. John S. Sewell

"

Feb. 8, 1897

Col. Theo. A. Bingham

•

Mar. 9, 1897

Col. Thomas Symons

»

Apr. 30, 1903

Col. Charles S. Bromwell

"

May 31, 190U

Col. Spencer Cosby

"

Mar. 16, 1909

Col. William W. Harts

»

Oct. 1, 1913

Col, Clarence S. Ridley

"

Sept. 2li, 1917

Lt. Col. Clarence 0. Sherrill

»

Mar. 21, 1921

D i r e c t o r of P u b l i c B u i l d i n g s and P u b l i c Parks
of t h e N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l
Lt0 Col. Clarence 0. S h e r r i l l

Appointed F e b . 26, 1925

Mai. Gen. U l y s s e s S . G r a n t , 3rd

»

J a n . 1 , 1926

C o l . James A. Woodruff

"

June 1 6 , 1933

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , N a t i o n a l C a p i t a l Parks
Frank T . G a r t s i d e

Appointed A c t i n g S u p e r i n tendent
Aug. 20, 1933

C. M a r s h a l l Finnan

Superintendent
O c t . 9 , 1 9 3 3 - J u l y 3 1 , 1939

Frank T . G a r t s i d e

Appointed A c t i n g S u p e r i n tendent
Aug. 1 , 1939

Edmund B. Rogers

Appointed A c t i n g S u p e r i n tendent
F e b . 1 , 195,0

Francis F . Gillen

Appointed A c t i n g S u p e r i n tendent
A p r i l 1.8, 1950

I r v i n g C. Root

Superintendent
J a n . 2 , 1 9 5 l - J a n . 2 5 1950

Edward J. Kelly

Superintendent
July 28, 1950 -

# Sources for the above list of Officers are as follows;
1.
The personal Diary of John Stewart, C. E., United States
City Surveyor from Sept. 18, 1873 to 1900 or later, covering the years
1791 to 1897, pp. 33-35. Capt. Stewart had charge of the official
records of the Office for many years and was perhaps more familiar
with said records than any other public servant.
2.
From the years 1897 to the present the report of Stanley
W. McClure on the Officers of National Capital Parks 1791-1951 was
consulted.
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TABLE II
PERSONNEL, 1791-1951
Year

Office

1791

Three Federal
Commissioners

1802

Superintendent
of Public Bldgs.

181.6

Commissioner
of Public Bldgso

181?

11

Total

II

M

187

1818

11

11

II

190

1821

11

11

II

237

.' 1

186?

Officer in Charge of
Public Bldgso & Grounds

1925

Director of Public Bldgs,
and Public Parks in the
National Capital

2,230 as of 6/30/25

1926

it

it

ii

2,320 as of 6/30/25

192?

it

n

t<

2,287 as of 6/30/27

1928

ii

ii

II

2,370 as of 6/30/28

1929

II

it

i?

2,!il6 as of 6/30/29

I93C

II

1!

II

2,653 as of 6/30/30

1931

II

II

II

2,99i| as of 6/30/31

1932

II

II

It

3,U82 as of 6/30/32

1933

II

11

11

2,978 as of 6/30/33

Year

Office

Total

1935

Superintendent,
National Capital Parks

725 as of 6/30/35

1935

11

ti

11

775 as of 6/30/35

1936

11

11

11

856 as of 6/30/36

1937

11

it

it

751 as of 6/30/37

1938

ti

it

11

669 as of 6/30/38

1939

11

it

it

781 as of 6/30/39

1950

11

11

11

765 as of 6/30/50

1951.

11

11

ti

786 as of 6/30/51

1952.

11

n

it

875 as of 6/30/52

1953

ti

11

11

851 as of 6/30/53

1955

11

11

11

725 as of 6/30/55

1955

11

11

ti

705 as of 6/30/55

1956

11

it

n

829 as of 6/30/56

1957

n

n

11

925 as of 6/30/57

1958

ti

11

it

899 as of 6/30/58

1959

it

11

ti

1,003 as of 6/30/59

1950

11

11

11

l,06l as of 6/30/50

1951

11

11

n

1,073 as of 6/30/51
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APPROPRIATIONS & EXPENDITURES

1791-1951

TABLE III
APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES, 1791-1951

Appropriations
or Expenditures

Amount

Year

Office

1791

Three Federal
Commissioners

1792
1793
179U
1793
1796
1797
1802

Superint endent
of Public BldgSo

1816

Commissioner
of Public Bldgs.
Annual Expenditure

1.817

$2119,735.22

1818

320s68O.U2

it

it

1819

U82,831.7U

it

II

1820

127,396. lit

ti

it

1821

115A56.28

it

it

1822

116,795.72

it

ti

1823

121,U25.32

it

it

182U

95,739.23

it

it

1825

it

ti

9U,725.90

II

it

1826

ii

it

9ka COO.00

II

IB

Year
182?

Office

Appropriations
or Expenditures

Amount

Commissioner
of Public Bldgs.

$165,963.52

Annual Expenditure

1828

it

it

81,306.09

it

11

1829

ii

ii

61,930.61;

11

11

1830

ii

it

1831

n

it

1832

n

n

6U,5lU.73

11

11

1833

II

n

173,925.80

it

it

183U

II

II

72,332.07

ti

11

1835

it

it

12,990.82

it

11

1836

II

II

65,885.15

u

11

Covers only Treasury & Patent
Office Expenditures
1837

II

ti

283,650.99

1838

II

it

269,13U.36

11

11

1839

1!

It

3U2,307.78

it

11

1.8UC

II

II

357,271.93

11

it

18U1

II

II

333,223.68

II

1!

18U2

II

II

155,598.57

It

II

18U3

It

t!

51,368.85

II

II

18UU .

II

II

32,859.26

II

It

18U5

1!

II

36,3U6.6U

II

It

I8u6

II

II

37,520.29

II

tl

18U7

II

II

25,U97.08

It

II

18U8

II

II

78,137.77

II

II

18U9

Office placed under
control of the Secretary of the Interior

160,155.98

Annual Expenditure

Annual Appropriation

Year
1850

Office

Appropriations
or Expenditures

Amount

Commissioner
of P u b l i c BldgSo

$35lo8U8,52

Annual A p p r o p r i a t i o n

1851

ti

ti

ii

298,975.08

ti

it

1852

1!

11

11

330.01U.l6

II

it

1855

1!

11

1!

391,322.89

ti

II

r

E x p e n d i t u r e s from
J a n . 1 , l85U-June 3 0 ,
185U

185U

1!

1)

1!

158,008.39

1855

IS

1!

t!

332,795.36

1856

n

is

is

2UU,3UO.OO

1!

II

I!

185?

18

II

1!

359,272.00

II

II

II

1858

II

II

11

382,622.00

II

II

II

1855

II

II

II

157,903.90

II

II

II

i860

11

11

II

l9U,2U5.oo

II

It

II

1861

11

il

11

1862

II

18

II

168,0U3.03

186,3

II

13

13

153,393.20

II

it

it

186U

11

11

II

1U7,323.86

II

it

n

1865

13

II

II

202,297.97

1!

II

II

1866

I!

II

II

373.OlU.38

1!

It

It

186?

O f f i c e r i n Charge
of P u b l i c BldgSo
and Grounds

32,000.00

II

It

II

1868

1!

II

II

1.869

II

II

II

52.5oo.oo

II

1!

1!

1870

1!

13

11

120,932.00

It

1!

II

1871

IS

IS

II

120,822.00

IS

1!

II

1872

II

IS

11

llU,196.00

II

1!

IS

F i s c a l Year A p p r o p r i a t i o n

F i s c a l Year A p p r o p r i a t i o n

Year
1873

Office

Appropriations
or E x p e n d i t u r e s

Amount

O f f i c e r i n Charge of
Pub. B l d g s . & Grounds

$112,598.33

F i s c a l Year A p p r o p r i a t i o n

187U

ti

ti

59,858.61

11

11

it

1875

n

it

1*3,231*.35

11

it

it

1876

it

ti

51,170.00

it

it

it

1877

it

it

107,1*60.00

11

it

it

1878

11

it

128,273.37

it

it

tt

1879

it

11

112,1*88.82

11

ti

it

1880

11

it

130,260.00

it

11

it

1881

it

it

132,1*80.00

it

it

it

1882

it

11

142,11*0.00

11

it

ti

1883

it

11

210,11*1.61*

it

11

it

1881*

it

it

181* ,688.11*

11

it

it

1885

11

11

181,1*90.00

it

it

11

1886

11

it

11*6,078.66

11

it

it

1887

it

it

158,1*93.1*0

11

tt

tt

1888

it

11

155,570.00

11

it

tt

1889

it

it

235,873.71

it

it

it

1890

it

it

181,620.52

it

11

it

1891

it

11

187,662.00

it

11

11

1892

it

it

200,180.80

11

11

ti

1893

11

it

163,052.00

it

11

it

189U

it

it

266,010.00

11

it

11

1895

it

it

1*1*7,862.1*9

11

it

it

I896

11

it

1*27,681*.1*1

it

it

11

Year
1897

Office

Appropriations
or Expenditures

Amount

Officer in Charge of
Pub. Bldgs. & Grounds

$363,73U.85

Fiscal Year Appropriation

1898

i!

n

323,185.13

11

it

11

1899

Q

It

307,760o3U

11

11

it

1900

II

H

321,808.8U

II

1!

II

1901

tt

It

297J67.69

It

II

It

1902

It

1!

311,702.76

II

II

It

1903

II

t!

1,065,929.82

II

II

1!

190U

t!

It

600,809.1*0

1!

II

II

1905

1!

t)

569,8^9.26

It

II

II

1906

It

t!

587,668.78

II

It

It

1907

1!

t!

728.U3U.05

II

II

II

1908

1)

tl

798,2U5.73

II

II

II

1909

It

It

776,919.U6

II

II

II

1910

II

It

73U,995.3U

It

It

II

1911

tt

II

637,966.68

II

It

II

1912

II

It

659,161.58

II

II

tt

1913

IS

• 1!

191U

tt

t!

191.5

II

It

610,1*06.20

19x6

It

It

579,897.03

11

it

11

1917

It

II

637,027.97

11

ti

11

1918

It

1!

3,283,176.75

11

11

it

1919

11

tl

733,50U.78

ti

11

11

1920

1?

II

.

F i s c a l Year Appropriation

Year
1921

Office

Appropriations
or Expenditures

Amount

O f f i c e r i n Charge of $l,Ol5,575.1i6
P u b . BldgSo & Grounds

F i s c a l Year A p p r o p r i a t i o n

1922

it

11

2,990,1186.00

11

11

ti

1923

it

it

3,172,565oOO

11

u

11

19 2U

it

11

3,395,536.00

it

11

11

U,179,117.00

it

11

it

1925"

D i r e c t o r of P u b l i c
BldgSo & P u b . Parks
i n t h e NatRl C a p i t a l

1926

11

11

6,373,679.00

it

11

it

1927

11

it

6,9U3,U36oOO

tt

11

11

1928

it

11

6,120,800.5U

11

it

it

1929

11

it

6,553,25U.OO

11

11

11

1930

11

it

6,96U,899.53

it

11

it

1931

it

it

9,888,598o86

it

it

it

1932

11

it

9,51f2,960ol9

it

it

it

1933

n

11

5,853,72ii.6o

11

it

11

2,161,731.00

11

11

11

193U

Superintendent,
N a t - 1 C a p i t a l Parks

1935

11

11

1,7U2,98l.Ul

it

11

it

1936

it

11

3,l27,62U.]f8

11

it

it

1937

it

it

1,9U6,877.32

it

it

11

1938

11

11

1,739,391.22

tt

ti

it

1939

11

it

2,232,327.22

11

ti

it

19U0

11

11

1,626,728.10

11

11

11

19U1

ti

11

1,610,999.10

it

it

11

Year
19l*2

Office

Appropriations
or Expenditures

Amount

Superintendent,
National Cap. Parks

$2,055,195.31

Fiscal Year Appropriation

19h3

it

it

1,765,935.95

11

11

it

19kh

it

it

1,792,775.00

it

11

n

19l*5

tt

it

1,896,500.00

ti

11

it

19U6

ti

II

2,71*0,570.00

11

11

11

* 19l*7

it

it

2,930,1*27.30

it

ti

11

191*8

it

it

3,617,858.11

11

ti

11

19U9

it

it

3,678,719.50

11

11

11

1950

ti

it

5,1*78,136.1*3

it

11

it

1951

it

it

8,1*07,615.85

it

n

11

# Above amounts do not include funds allotted to the Bureau of Public
Roads for technical services in connection with National Capital Parks
construction projects.
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TABLE IV

STATUES, MONUMENTS, AND MEMORIALS IN NATIONAL CAPITAL PARKS

TABLE IV
STATUES, MONUMENTS., AND MEMORIALS IN NATIONAL CAPITAL PARKS
Statue
1. Gen. Andrew Jackson

Description

Location

Sculptor

Dedication

Remarks

Equestrian

Lafayette Park

Clark Mills

Jan. 8, 1853

Extended
below

Cost - $32,000. Act of Mar. 3, 1853, appropriated $20,000j $12,000
was furnished by the Jackson Democratic Association of Washington, D. C.j
Cost of pedestal, $8,000, of which $5,000 was appropriated by act of
Aug. 31, 1852, and $3,000 try act of Mar. 3, 1853. Act of May 31, 185U
appropriated $500 for completion of pedestal and inclosure.
2. Gen. Washington

Equestrian

Washington Circle
Clark Mills
Pa. ave., 23rd & K Sts.NW

Feb. 22, i860 Extended
below

Cost - $50,000, which was appropriated by act of Jan. 25, 1853• Act of
Feb. 2h> i860 appropriated $10,000 for transporting and placing statue
on pedestal and for expenses incident to the dedication ceremonies,

3. President Lincoln

Standing

Judiciary Park

Lot Flannery

Apr. 15, 1868 Extended
below

Originally on high column and taken down when Courthouse was reconstructed in 1919-20. Reerected on a low granite pedestal June, 1923,
under joint resolution passed June 21, 1922, which appropriated $5,000
for the purpose.
li. Gen. John Rawlins

Standing

Completed
Extended
J. Bailly
Rawlins Park
Nov. I87lij no
below
N . Y . a v e . , E , l 8 t h & 19th
formal dedication
S t s . , M.W.
Act of Congress June 10, 1872 appropriated $10,000 for statue, and act of
June 22, 187U appropriated $3,000 for pedestal and authorized erection in
Rawlins Square, N.W« Ave., and 18th St., MW, from whence it was moved to
9th St. and Pa. Ave., in October, 1866, under authority contained in act of
Congress approved May 17, 1886, which appropriated $500 for the purpose. The statue was
moved to its present location in Rawlins Park in October, 1931, in accordance with public
resolution and act of Mar. i)., 1931, which authorized and appropriated 31,500 for that purpose.

Statue
5. Gen. Winfield Scott

Description
Equestrian

Location
Scott Circle
Mass. & R.I. Aves.,
16th & N Sts., H.We

Sculptor

Dedication

Remarks

Henry Brown

Received by
Government
informally
in 187U

Extended
below

$20,000 appropriated by Congress in March 1867$ an additional
$15,000 appropriated for the statue on July 15, 1870|
$14.2,000 appropriated for the pedestal on June 10, 1872.
6. President Lincoln

Standing

Lincoln Park
East Capitol, bet.
11th & 13th Sts. NE

Thomas Ball

Apr. lU, I876 Extended
below

Erected by the emancipated citizens of the United States, who subscribed
$18,000 for the statue. Its erection in public grounds was authorized by
act of Congress, June 23, I87U, which also appropriated $3,00G for a pedestal.
7. Maj. Gen. James B,
McPherson

Equestrian

McPherson Square
Vermont Ave., l5th &
K Sts., NW

Louis Rebisso

Oct. 18, I876 Extended
below

Cost - $23,000, Paid by the Society of the Army of the Tennesseej cost of
pedestal - $23,000, which was appropriated by Congress, act of Mar. 3, 1875.
8. Gen, Nathanael
Greene

Equestrian

Stanton Park
Mass. & Md. Aves.,
3th & C Sts. NE

Henry Brown

Received by
Government
informally
1877

Extended
below

$i;0,000 appropriated for statue by act of Congress, June 23, I87I4J
$10,000 appropriated for completion of statue including pedestal by
act of Mar. 3, 1875.
9. Maj. Gen. George H. Equestrian
Thomas

Thomas Circle
J.Q.A. Ward
Mass. & Vermont Aves.,
llrth & M Sts. NW

Nov. 19, 1879 Extended
below

Cost - $35,000. Paid by the Society of the Army of the Cumberlandj cost
of pedestal $25,000, appropriated by Congress, act of July 31, 18 7o.

Statue

Description

Location

10. Admiral Farragut

Standing

11. Prof. Joseph Henry

Standing

12. Washington Monument

Obelisk of marble Monument
555s highj square Grounds
at the base

Sculptor

Farragut Square
Mrs. Vinula
17th _ K Sts. NW
(Ream) Hoxie
Cost ° $20,000 appropriated by Congress, act of Apr. 16, 1872.

Dedication

Remarks

Apr. 25? 1881 Extended
below

Smithsonian
W. ¥. Story
Apr. 19? 1882 Extended
Grounds
below
Cost of statue and pedestal - $15,000| appropriated by Congress, June i,c 1880.
Modification
of design of
Robert Mills

Cornerstone
Extended
laid July U, below
18U8? capstone setDec.' 6, l88Uj dedicated Feb. 21, 1885

Built to height of 15*2 feet by the Washington National Monument
Society with funds raised by popular subscription. Completion, taken
over by Uo S. Government;, act of August 2} 1876. Total cost of
foundations and shaft was $1,187,710.9 of which the Society raised 3300?OOQ'»
13. President Garfield

Standing

1st and Md.
J.Q.A. Ward
Ave,, So W.
Appropriated by Congress $7?500 for statue, act of Mar. 11, l882j
$30,000 for pedestal by act of July 7. lBc%j $25,039 subscribed
for the statue by the Army of the Cumberland,

May 12, 188?

Extended
below

lb.. General Lafayette

Standing

Alex. Falquiere Completed
& Antonin
April 1891,
Mefcie
no ceremony
Cost - $50,000) appropriated by Congress, act of Mar. 3, 1885,

Extended
below

Lafayette Park
So£. Corner

15o Pa. Volunteers of
Column
Battleground
Delos Smith
18°1
Civil. War, 98th Regiment
Cemetery
Cost - $5,000} erected by the State of Pennsylvania after permit was issued by the
Quartermaster Corps for its erection,

Extended
below

16, General Winfield Scott Equestrian
Yth & Pa. Ave.NW Henry Ellicott May 12, I896
Hancock
Cost of statue and pedestal - $50,000} appropriated by acts of
March 2, 1889 and March 3? 1891,

Extended
below

Statue

Description

Location

Sculptor

Smithsonian,
Johnathan So
Grounds
HartleyPresented to the Government hy the Photographic Association
of America. Unveiled in the National Museum, August 15% 18907

Dedication

Remarks

17* L. J. M. Daguerre

Bust

Set in position Extended
1897
below

18. Dr» Samuel Do Gross

Standing

May 6, 1897

Extended
below

19. Daniel Webster

Standing

Jan. 19, 1900

Extended
below

20. Dr. Samuel Hahneman

Sitting

East of Scott
Charles Henry June 21, 1900
Niehaus
Circle, Mass. & R.I.
Aves. & N St., NW
Erected by the American Institute of Homeopathy. Act of
Congress Jan.' Jly 70900 authorized its erection in public
grounds and appropriated $U,000 for a foundation.

Extended
below

21. General John Logan

Equestrian

Smithsonian
A<> Sterling
Grounds
Calder
Presented by the physicians and surgeons of the United Statesj
act of Congress, Mar» 2, 1895" authorized its erection in public
grounds and appropriated |Xjj500 for the pedestal.

Mass. & R.I.Aves. G. Trentanove
bet. l6th & IT Sts.
Presented by Mr. Stilson Hutchins to the United States.
Act of Congress July 1, 1898 authorized its erection in
public grounds and appropriated $b,,000 for a pedestal.

Logan Circle
Vt. & R.I. Aves. &.
13th & P Sts., N.W.
Cost - $65,000. $50,000 appropriated by Congress;
$15,000 paid by the Army of Tennessee.

Eranklin
Simmons

Indiana Ave.,
G. Trentanove
3rd & D Sts.,NW
Erected by the Masonic Fraternity of the United Statesj
Act of Congress, April 9 3 1898, authorized its erection in
public grounds and states its cost shall not be less than $10,000.

22. General Albert Pike

Standing

Apr. 9, 1901

Extended
below

Oct. 23, 1901

Extended
below

Statue

Description

Location

Sculptor

23 0 Marshall Count.
Standing
Lafayette Park
M. Hamar, of
de Rochambeau
SW corner
Paris
Cost of statue and pedestal - $22,500; $7,500 appropriated by
act of Mar. 3, 1901; $15*,000 appropriated by act of Feb. lip, 1902.
By the acts of Mar. 21, 1902 and May IS, 1902 Congress also appropriated $10,000 for the expenses of members of French Government
and Rochambeau's and Lafayette's families to attend the dedication.
2-U.General William T.
Sherman

Equestrian

25. Peace Monument
(Naval)

Standing

Dedication

Remarks

May 2ii, 1802

Extended
below

Sherman Plaaa
C. Rohl-Smith Oct. 1$, 1903
South of Treasury
buildingAppropriated by act of Congress July 5, 1892, $50,000; appropriated
by act of Mar. 2, 1895, $30,000; subscribed by the army of the Tennessee
for statue, $11,000. Additional amounts aggregating $i;0,055.05 have since
been appropriated for subfoundation, mosaic work, granite curb, and
improvement of grounds.
_^
Pa. Ave. & 1st
St., N.W.

F. Simmons

Extended
below

Erected by Navy Extended
Dept. 1877;
below
transferred to
this office, Mar. 29, 1902

Sundry Civil Act approved July 31, 1876, appropriated the sum of $20,000
for completing the statue of "Peace" and provided for the selection of a
site on the public grounds in the city of Washington for the erection of
the statue. Mainly paid by subscriptions made by Naval personnel.
26. N. Y. Volunteers
Column
Battleground
J.F. Manning
July 12, 190i| Extended
of the Civil War,
Cemetery
& Co.
below
122nd Regiment
Cost - $800. A permit was issued by the Quartermaster Corps for its erection in the Battleground
Cemetery. The Battleground National Cemetery was transferred by the War Department to the Interior
Department, September, 1933. The Column was erected by the State of New York.
27. CO. K, l50th Ohio
Column
Battleground
J. F. Manning July, 190$,
Nat'l Guard Infantry
Cemetery
& Co.
Cost - $1,000. Erected by the State of Ohio. A permit was issued by
the Quartermaster Corps for its erection in Battleground National Cemetery.

Extended
below

Statue

Description

28. Gen. George B.
McCIellan

Equestrian

29. Gen. Philip H.
Sheridan

Equestrian

Location

Sculptor

Dedication

Conn. & Calif.
Frederick
May 2, 1907
Aves. & Columbia MacMonnies
Road
Authorized by Congress, act of Mar. 3* 1901, "which appropriated $50,000.
$2,500 for unveiling, act of June 30, 1906. Funds for improvement of
site provided by Society of the Army of the Potomac.
Sheridan Circle
Gutzon Borglun Nov. 25, 1908
Mass. Ave. & 23rd St.NW

Remarks
Extended
below

Extended
below

Act of Mar. 2, 1889 appropriated $lfj,000 for preparation of site and erection
of pedestal. Act of Mar. 3, 18°1, appropriated $10,000 for completion of
pedestal and statue. Act of May 27, 1908, appropriated $h,,000 for unveiling
and improving site. Statue was furnished by the Army of the Cumberland.
Sitting

Extended
below

31. John Witherspoon

Standing

Extended
below

32. Stephenson Grand
Army Memorial

Monumental

Conn. Ave. &
William Couper May 7, 1909
18th & M Sts., NW
Pedestal provided by the United States at a cost of $U,000 in joint resolution
June 8, 1906. Statue presented by the Longfellow Memorial Association.

30. Henry W. Longfellow

William Couper May 20, 1909
Conn. Ave. &
18th & M Sts., NW
Pedestal provided by the United States at a cost of $1,000 appropriated by
public resolution May 29, 1908, Statue presented by the Witherspoon Memorial
Association.
Circle at La.
A v e . , 7th & C Sts.NW

J . Massey
pjhind

J u l y 3 , 1909

Extended
below

Pedestal provided by the United States at a cost of $10,MOO appropriated by
public resolution Mar. U, 1907. Memorial presented by Stephenson Grand Army Memorial Association.
33. Gen. Count Pulaski

Equestrian

Triangle, at Pa. Kazimeirz
Ave., 13th & £ Sts.NW Chodzinski
Cost of statue and pedestal ^ho,uuu. Act of Feb. 27, 1903 appropriated
$50,000 for statue and erection of pedestal; act of Feb. 25, 1910,
$5,000 for unveiling, preparing site, and improving grounds.

May 11, 1910

Extended
below

Statue
34° Gen. Thaddeus
Kosciusko

Description

Location

Standing

Lafayette Park
Antoni Popiel May 11, 1910
Northeast corner

Sculptor

Dedication

Remarks
Extended
below

Presented to the Government by the Polish American Alliance and Polish American people
of the United States, under joint resolution Apr. 18, I9O4. Act of Congress Feb. 25,
1910, appropriated $3,500 for preparing and improving site and unveiling the statue.
35". Gen. Baron von
Steuben

Standing

Lafayette Park
Albert Jaegers Dec. 7, 1910
Northwest corner

Extended
below

Act of C o n g r e s s , F e b . 2 7 , 1 9 0 3 , a p p r o p r i a t e d $50,000 f o r p r o c u r i n g and e r e c t i n g
s t a t u e and p e d e s t a l ; a c t of June 2 5 , 1910 a p p r o p r i a t e d $2,500 f o r d e d i c a t i o n .
3 6 . Commodore John P a u l
Jones

Standing

Foot of 1 7 t h S t . C h a r l e s Henry A p r . 1 7 , 1912
Extended
Driveway on shore of
Niehaus
below
i ' i d a l Basin i n West P o t . park
Act of Congress, June 8 , 1906, a p p r o p r i a t e d $50,000 for s t a t u e and p e d e s t a l and a u t h o r i z e d
i t s e r e c t i o n on p u b l i c grounds; a c t of Mar. 4 , 1 9 1 1 , a p p r o p r i a t e d $2,500 f o r u n v e i l i n g c e r e m o n i e s .

3 7 . C h r i s t o p h e r Columbus

Standing

Lorado T a f t
June 8 , 1912
Union S t a t i o n
Plaza
Act of Congress, Mar. 4 , 1907, a p p r o p r i a t e d $100,000; D i s t r i c t of Columbia
Commissioners donated $Ih56.U2 toward c o n s t r u c t i o n of f o u n d a t i o n ; t o t a l c o s t
$100,ll56.ii.2. Act of Dec. 2 2 , 1911 a p p r o p r i a t e d $2,500 f o r u n v e i l i n g .

Extended
below

3 8 . Commodore John B a r r y

Standing

Extended
below

39o New York V o l u n t e e r s ,
t h e 125th Cavalry

Standing

Center of west
John J . Boyle May 1 6 , 19lii
s i d e of F r a n k l i n P a r k ,
l a t h S t . , b e t . I & K Sts.NW
Act of June 8 , 1906 a u t h o r i z e d e r e c t i o n on p u b l i c grounds and a p p r o p r i a t e d
$50,000 f o r t h e s t a t u e and p e d e s t a l . A/ct of June 2 3 , 1 9 1 3 , a p p r o p r i a t e d
$2,500 f o r u n v e i l i n g and improving t h e g r o u n d s .

Cost $ 7 , 5 0 0 .

Battleground
Cemetery

E r e c t e d by t h e S t a t e of New York.

McGibbon &
Curry

S e p t . 1 9 , 19lU

Extended
below

Statue

Description

UO. DuPont Memorial

Monumental
Fountain

I4I. Dante

Standing

I4.2.

Equestrian

Location

Sculptor

Dedication

Remarks

Dupont C i r c l e
Daniel C h e s t e r May 1 7 , 1921
Extended
Mass. & Conn0 A v e s . , French
below.
19th & P S t s . , NW
T o t a l cost $77,521.33 p a i d by members of Adrairal DuPont' s f a m i l y . E r e c t e d by a u t h o r i t y of
J o i n t r e s o l u t i o n Feb. 26, 1917 t o r e p l a c e a p e d e s t r i a n s t a t u e of Admiral DuPont by Launt Thompson.
Meridian H i l l
E. Ximenes,
Dec. 1 , 1921
P a r k , lower garden
of Rome
P r e s e n t e d by Carlo B a r s o t t i , New York, i n t h e name of Americans of I t a l i a n b i r t h
l i v i n g i n t h e S t a t e of New York. E r e c t e d on p u b l i c grounds under p u b l i c r e s o l u t i o n Feb. 1'k, 1922.

Extended
below

Jeanne D'Arc

J a n . 6 , 1922

Extended
below

Apr, 2 7 , 1922

Extended
below

Meridian H i l l
P a r k , c e n t e r of
Grand T e r r a c e
P r e s e n t e d by S o c i e t e des Femmes de France a New York.
p u b l i c grounds a u t h o r i z e d by a c t of Mar. 2 0 , 1922.

U3. Gen. Ulysses S .
Grant

Equestrian

Copy of o r i g i n a l by Paul
Dubois
E r e c t i o n on

Mall and 1 s t S t .
NW.

Henry M.
Shrady

Act of F e b . 2 3 , 1 9 0 1 , a u t h o r i z e d e r e c t i o n on p u b l i c g r o u n d s , l i m i t e d c o s t t o
$250,000 and a p p r o p r i a t e d $10,000 f o r p l a n s and models f o r b a s e , p e d e s t a l ,
and s t a t u e . Act approved June 2 8 , 1902, a p p r o p r i a t e d $50,000 f o r commencing
work. Acts of June 3 0 , 1906, Feb. 9 and Mar. h, 1909, June 2 5 , 1910, June 2 3 ,
1913, and Aug. 1 , I 7 I U , a p p r o p r i a t e d a t o t a l of $190,000 f o r e r e c t i o n of
memorial. Act of Aug. 1 , 19 lU a p p r o p r i a t e d $5,000 for d e d i c a t i o n .
kk* Lincoln Memorial

Monumental
Building containi n g S t a t u e of
Lincoln

Act of F e b . 9 , 1911 a u t h o r i z e d i t s
a p p r o p r i a t e d $50,'X)0 f o r p l a n s and
c o s t t o $2,59U,000 and a c t of Mar.
Act of June 2 3 , 1 9 1 3 , a p p r o p r i a t e d

West Potomac
Park

Daniel C h e s t e r May 3 0 , 1922
Extended
French, sculptorj
below
Henry Bacon, a r c h i t e c t ;
J u l e s Guerin, i n t e r i o r
decorations
e r e c t i o n a t a c o s t n o t t o exceed $ 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , and
d e s i g n s . Act of Feb. 2 8 , 1916 i n c r e a s e d l i m i t of
U, 1921 f u r t h e r i n c r e a s e d l i m i t of c o s t t o $ 2 , 9 5 7 , 0 0 0 .
$300,000 f o r commencing t h e work. Acts of Aug. 1 , 19lU,

Statue

Description

Location

Sculptor

Dedication

Remarks

J4I4.0 Lincoln Memorial (cont'd)
Mar. 3, 1915, and Feb. 28, and July 1, 1°J_6 appropriated a total of $1,963,000 for continuing
work. Act of June 12, 1917 appropriated $331,000 for completing erection. Act of Mar. u, 1921
appropriated $315,720 for additional work on approaches and terrace, including foundations.
Act of Mar. I>, 1921, appropriated $100,000 for construction of roads and walks. Acts of July 19,
1919, June $. 1920, Mar. L,, 1921, and June 30, 1922 appropriated a total of $581i,000 for construction of reflecting pool. Act of July 19, 1919 appropriated $5,000 for the dedication
ceremonies.
U5. Edmund Burke

Standing

Mass. Ave.,
Havard Thomas Oct. 12, 1922
Extended
11th & L Sts., NW
"
below
Presented to the United States by the Sulgrave Institution of Great Brittain and
America. Erected on public grounds under authority of public resolution of April 2$, 1922.

b,6» The Zero Milestone

Granite Shaft
h feet high

Ij.7. Joseph J. Darlington

Memorial Mountain

North side of
- - - - Ellipse, south of
White House grounds
On June 28, 1919, permit was granted the National Highway Marking Association to
erect temporary plaster monument to mark starting point of a motor convoy trip to
San Francisco, which started from Washington July 7, 1919. Joint resolution June 5,
1920, authorized replacement of temporary monument by permanent one without expense
to the United States. The Lee Highway Association then carried this project to
conclusion. Permanent monument was completed in January, 1922 and dedicated on
June b,, 1923 with elaborate ceremonies.
Judiciary Square

- - -

Erection completed, Oct.
1923

Extended
below

Extended
below

Presented as a gift to the people of the City of Washington without
expense to the United States. Public Resolution, Mar. 3, 1923.
I48. Nuns of the Battlefield

Granite Shaft
" R.I. Ave. & M St. Jerome Connor Sept. 20, 1921, Extended
with bronze
NW
below
figures
Erected by Ladies' Auxiliary of Ancient Order of Hibernians, in America. Public
resolution, Mar. 29, 1918, authorized erection on public grounds.

Statue

Description

Location

Sculptor

Dedication

South of ExecuDaniel Chester Oct. k} 192b,
tive Office Bldg. French
17th St. & N.Y.Ave.
Public resolution, Dec. 16, 1921, authorized erection on public grounds
without expense to the United States. Erected by the Memorial Association
of the First Division of the U. S. Army in the World War.

U9. First Division,
AEF World War I

Granite Shaft
bronze figure

50. Bishop Francis
Asbury

Equestrian

l6th & Mt.
Pleasant Sts.,NW

Augustus
Lukeman

Remarks
Extended
below

Oct. 15', 1921; Extended
below

Joint resolution Feb. 28, 1919 authorized Francis Asbury Memorial Association
to erect the memorial on public grounds without expense to the United States.
51o Serenity

Sitting figure

Meridian hill
Park, west side

Jose Clara

Erected in
July 1925;
no ceremony

Extended
below

Presented by Charles Deering as a gift to the people of the United
States. Public resolution Mar. 12, 192b authorized on public grounds.
52. General San Martin

Equestrian

Judiciary Square

Copy of origi- Oct. 28, 1925
nal by Dumont
Public resolution, June 7, 192b, authorized erection on public
grounds without expense to the United States.

53. John Ericsson

Sitting
West Potomac
J. E. Fraser
May 29, 1926
with allegorical
Park
group
Authorized by act of Aug. 31, 1916. Appropriated by act of June 12, 1917,
$35,000. Received by private subscription $25,000. Appropriated by act
of Mar. 3, 1925, $3,500 gg£ dedication.

5b. General George
Standing
Botanic Garden
Charles A.
Gordon Meade
grounds
Grafly
Erected by the State of Pennsylvania without expense to the United
States. Public resolution Jan. 21, 1915, authorized its erection on
U. S. property at Third Street and Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.

Oct. 19, 1927

Extended
below

Extended
below

Extended
below

Statue

Description

55. Butt-Millett
Memorial

Monumental
Fountain

56. Cuban Friendship

Monumental Urn

Location

Sculptor

Juncture of
Daniel Chester
West Executive Ave. French
& Ellipse Road
Authorized by public resolution approved Aug. 2b,, 1912, to
be placed on public grounds at no expense to the United States.

Dedication

Remarks

- - ••

Extended
below

(location pending)

Extended
below

Acceptance authorized by public resolution approved May 22, 1928. Presented as
a gift to President Coolidge from Hon. Gerardo Machade y Morales, President of
the Republic of Cuba, The urn was made from a fragment of one of the columns of
the monument to the "Maine" in Havana, Cuba, It is^made of marble, weighing 7 tons,
and was set up in the Rose Garden, in West Potomac Park, about Dec. 15, 1928.
57. Women of the
World War

Monumental
Building

E St., bet. 17th Trowbridge &
Mar. 19, 1930
& 18th Sts., NW
Livingston,
architects
Authorized by public resolution approved June 7, 192b, to cost not less than
lj>300,000. This resolution also authorized an appropriation of $150,000,
payable when a like sum is raised by private subscription. Public resolution
approved Mar. 8, 1928 authorized an additional appropriation of §50,000. Plans
approved by a special commission and by the Commission of Fine Arts. Total
cost 3556,21b.10

58. President Buchanan

Sitting

Extended
below

Meridian Hill
Hans Schuler
June 26, 1930 Extended
Park •.
below
Erected by trustees of the estate of Mrs. Harriet Lane Johnston. Public resolution
approved June 27, 1913, aiithorized its erection on public grounds, without expense
to the United States._ Plans, design, and location approved by the Commission of Fine Arts.

59. Women's Titanic
Male Figure
N.H. Ave. & E St. Harriet P.
May 26, 1931
Memorial
west of 27th St. NW Whitney
Erected by the Women's Titanic Memorial Association on public grounds, without
expense to the United States, by authority of the act approved Mar. 3, 1917. Site
and design approved by Joint Commission of the Library and Commission of Fine Arts.

Extended
below

Statue
60. District of Columbia
World War Memorial

Description

Location

Sculptor

Dedication

Remark3

Circular Marble
Temple

W. Potomac Park

Frederick H,
Brooke

Nov, 11, 1931

Extended
below

Erected by District of Columbia Memorial Commission, without expense to the
United States, by authority of the act approved June 7.? l°2lu Site and design
approved by Joint Committee on the Library and Commission of Fine Arts.
61. Cardinal Gibbons

Sitting

16th & Park Rd.NW Leo Lentelli

Aug. Lb,, 1932

Extended
below

Erected on public grounds by the Knights of Columbus, without expense to the
United States. Design and site approved by Commission of Fine Arts, Public
resolution approved April 23, 1928, authorized its erection.
62. Arlington Memorial
Bridge

Monumental
Bridge

Across Potomac
McKim, Mead &
Jan. l6, 1932
river on line
White of New York
joining Lincoln Mem.with City, architects
entrance to Arlington National Cemetery
Erected by the Arlington Memorial Bridge Commission and its successor, the Office of
National Parks, Buildings and Reservations of the Department of the Interior under
authority of act of Congress approved Feb. 2b,, 1925 (A3 Stat., 97b)> at a cost not to
exceed fill,750,000; memorial symbolical of the union of the North and South and to
those who died in the service of their country,

63. Lee Mansion National
Memorial

Historic
House

Arlington
National Cemetery

Extended
below

George Hadfield, House trans- .Extended
architect
ferred from
below
War Dept., to
Interior Dept., 1933
In 1802 George Washington Parke Custis began construction of the House. Following his
marriage to Mary Ann Randolph Custis, Robert E„ Lee called the Arlington House his home.
During the Civil War federal troops occupied the Mansion. In 1883 the United States acquired clear title to the property, and Congress appropriated $150,000 for purchase of
the Mansion. By act of Mar. b, 1925 Secretary of War was authorized to undertake the
restoration of the Mansion. In 1933 the Arlington House was transferred from the War
Department to the Interior Department. The house stands today as a memorial to memory
of Robert E. Lee.

Statue

Description

6ii, Lincoln Museum

Collection of
Lincolniana

65. House Where Lincoln
Died

Historic House

Location

Sculptor

Dedication

Remarks

511 10th St,,ITW, James G. Gifford, Lincoln
Extended
in Ford's Theater
original archi- Museum
below
building
tect of Ford's
opened
Theater
Feb. 12, 1932
The United States Government rented the Ford's Theater Bldg, for a time after
Lincoln's assassination in 1865. The old theater was converted into a three-story
building to be used by various agencies of the War Department, An act of Congress
approved April 7, 1866 appropriated 1100,000 for purchase of the building. In 1932
the Osborn Oldroyd collection of Lincolniana was placed on exhibit on the first floor
of the building. The Lincoln Museum was officially opened to the public on Feb, 11,
1932, and the building dedicated for Museum purposes.
5l6 10th St., NW

Apr. 21, 1932

Extended
below

The Petersen House was purchased by the Government for .$30,000 on Nov. 10, I896.
The Oldroyd collection of Lincolniana was housed in this home until Dec. 11, 1931»
at which time it was removed to the first floor of the Ford's Theater building.
The first floor of the Petersen House was restored with furnishings of the Civil
War period, and opened to the public as the House Where Lincoln Died on Apr. 21, 1932,
66. Samuel Gompers

Sitting

10th & Mass. Ave. Robert Aitken
Oct. 7, 1933
NW
Cost $117,14.08. Erected on public grounds without cost to the United States
Government. The statue, a gift of the American Federation of Labor.
Memorial
Chevy Chase
Edward W. Donn, Oct. 12, 1933
Fountain
Circle
Jr.
Cost - $12,000. A gift to the City of Washington. Erected under the authority
of public resolution Eo. l5, 72d Congress, Senate joint resolution lT7, and Joint
resolution, April 8, 1932.

Extended
below

67. Francis G. Newlands

Extended
below

68. William Jennings
Standing
West Potomac
Gutzon Dorglum May 3, 192b.
Bryan
Park, Riverside Dr. & 26th St.
Cost - $146,615. Erected on public grounds without cost to the United
States Government. A gift of the William Jennings Bryan Association.

Extended
below

Statue

u s s c n p uxon

Location

Sculptor

Dedication

69o Navy-Marine Memorial

Bronze Gulls in
Columbia Island
Ernest Begrri Oct. 18, 193U
Flight
del Piatta
Cost - $396,6000 A gift to the city of Washington by the United States Government

70» Original Patentees

Cost - $1,000.

Remarks
Extended
below

Ellipse
Deles Smith
Apr. 23, 1936
Extended
Grounds south of
below
White House
Erected by the National Society of the Daughters of the American Colonists.

71. Second Division
A.E.F. Memorial

Shaft

Flaming Sword
of Gold Leaf

President's Park

James E. Phraser July 18, 1936

Extended
below

Cost - $60,000. Erected by the Second Division Association as a memorial to their Dead.
The memorial erected under authority of Joint Resolution of the Congress approved in 1931»
72. General Artemas Ward

Standing

Nebraska & Mass.
Aves., NW

Leonard
Crunelle

Nov. 3, 1938

Extended
below

Cost - .$30,000. The statue presented to the people of the United States by the
President and Fellows of Harvard College. Ward was first Commander-in-Chief of the
American forces in the War of Independence and a graduate of Harvard, class of 1714-8.
73. Guglielmo Marconi

Bronze portrait
l6th& Lamont Sts., Attilio
statue & pedestal NW
Piccirilli

Sept. 8, 1°1LL

Cost - $32,360. Erected on public grounds by the Marconi Memorial Foundation, Inc..
The foundation was granted authority to erect the memorial in park reservation by
act of Congress approved April 13, 1938.

Extended
below

Statue

Description

Location

Sculptor

Dedication

7k, Thomas Jefferson
Memorial

Monumental
Building

The Tidal Basin

John Russell Apr. 13, 19h3
Pope, architect;
Rudolph Evans,
sculptor of Jefferson statue
Provision for building the memorial to Jefferson was made by act of Congress in 193k
by authority of Public Resolution ho. k9, 73rd Congress, approved June 26, lQ3k.
Thomas Jefferson Uommission was organized to plan and supervise this work. Groundbreaking ceremonies, Dec. 15, 1938; cornerstone laid Nov. 15, 1939; the dedication
April 13, 19U-3.
,

75. Jose Artigas

Standing

l8th & Constitu- Mario Paysse
June 19, 1950
tion Ave., NW
Reyes, Uruguayan
architect

Remarks
Extended
below

Extended
below

Cost - $29,000. Erected on public grounds as a gift to the people of the United
States and especially the school children from the Oriental Republic of Uruguay.
Accepted "by the United States of America, under authority of Public Law No. 788,
approved June 26, 191+6.
76. "Peace and the Arts
Monumental Eques- Arlington Memorial James E. Fraser Sept. 26,
of Peace" and
trian Statues
Bridge Plaza
Leo Frieollander 1951
"Valor and Sacrifice."
The two monumental equestrian statues at the entrance of Arlington Memorial bridge
symbolize the arts of War and are called "Valor" and "Sacrifice." They are the work
of Leo Friedlander. The two monumental equestrian statues at the entrance to the
Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway symbolize the arts of peace and are called "Music and
Harvest" and "Aspiration and Literature." They are the work of James Earle Fraser.
The statues were cast in Italy as a gift to the people of the United States of America
from the people of Italy. After a National competition the designs of the respective
statues were approved by the Commission of Fine ATrts.

Extended
below

12U

TABLE V

RESERVATION LIST OF NATIONAL CAPITAL PARKS

Table V is omitted from this copy of A History of National
Capital Parks. Copies of this table may be secured from Miss
Stratton, of N. C. P.
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TABLE VI

POPULATION GROWTH OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, 1800-1950

TABLE VI

POPULATION OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1800-1950

Census Year

Population

Increase over preceding census

Number

Percent

1800

3,210

18.10

8,208

1*,998

155.7

1820

13,21*7

5,039

61.1*

1830

18,826

5,579

1*2.1

181*0

23,361*

1*,538

21*.1

1850

1*0,001

16,637

71.2

i860

61,122

21,121

52.8

1870

109,199

1*8,077

78.7

1880

11*7,293

38,091*

3U.0

1890

188,932

1*1,639

28.3

1900

278,718

89,786

1*7.5

1910

331,069

52,351

18.8

1920

1*37,571

106,502

32.2

1930

1*86,869

1*9,298

11.3

191*0

663,091

176,222

36.2

1950

802,178

139,087

21.0

1

This table was compiled by C W. Heine from official figures of
the Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department of Commerce, April 9, 1952.
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