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CHAPTER I 

PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE 
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Preserving Our Heritage 

THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE PRESERVES AND PROVIDES FOR THE APPROPRIATE 
RECREATIONAL USE OF NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES OF NATIONAL 
IMPORTANCE WITHIN THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM AND COOPERATES WITH 
OTHERS TO PROTECT AND PERPETUATE SIMILAR RESOURCES OF LOCAL, 
STATE, REGIONAL, NATIONAL, AND INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF HUMANKIND. 

The National Park Service is concerned not only with the management 
of areas presently within the National Park System, but with the 
balanced growth of the System. 

CRITERIA FOR PARKLANDS 

INTRODUCTION 

With the establishment of Yellowstone National Park over 100 years 
ago, the Congress of the United States enunciated and institution
alized a land use ethic recognizing that the scenic, scientific, 
and natural wonders of our country have value to the whole people 
to be kept free from exploitation and held in trust for the people 
by the Government for the enjoyment of present and future generations. 
Within a few years of Yellowstone's establishment, the same concept 
was applied to the cultural resources of our country. Today, the 
National Park System contains nearly 300 areas, and over 90 nations 
around the world have established their own national parks or 
equivalent preserves. 

Federal involvement in the preservation movement has steadily 
increased over the past generation, extending beyond the confines 
of the National Park System. Federal land managing agencies are 
increasingly designating and protecting lands of scientific, natural, 
cultural, and recreational value. The Congress has created a 
National Wilderness Preservation System. The Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Act provides for the preservation of rivers and adjacent lands for 
their wild, scenic, and recreational values by both State and Federal 
agencies. Many states are moving aggressively to protect their scenic, 
natural, and historic lands and to provide increased recreational 
opportunities with Federal matching funds made available through 
provisions of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965 and 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. Other Federal 
programs either directly or indirectly provide recreational opportuni
ties or assistance to recreation programs. 

Against this background of conservation activities, the National Park 
Service rededicates itself to its role of preserving the outstanding 
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