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Dear NPS Unit Personnel: 

Some time ago you were kind enough to respond to the survey, "Interpreting Biological Diversity. 
That survey has been completed and the data are being used to guide the NPS "Interpreting 
Biological Diversity" thrust. A report will be made to the field units in an "NPS Communicators' 
Handbook for Interpreting Biological Diversity" which an NPS task group is targeting to finish and 
distribute in Spring 89. 

In your response to the questionnaire, you indicated that you would be willing, if time permits, to 
provide example programs or materials relating to biological diversity from your area. If you have 
materials or sample programs we would greatly appreciate them by early-August in order that the 
NPS task group can develop the Handbook in a timely fashion. 

Sample programs can be amthing from full programs that relate to biological di%'ersity to one 
minute vignettes that you include in a program which highlights biological diversity. Slides or 
photographs of exhibits or way-sides, copies of brochures or articles and bibliographic citations will 
all be useful. Due credit will be given to contributors and their park. 

A number of regional offices and parks are developing materials for the Handbook. Your input is 
also needed. 

Our assignment at The Ohio State University as an NPS cooperator is to help pull together, edit 
and compile these materials. We will send all materials for peer review relating to their validity 
and utility to an NPS review panel. If you have questions, give us a call at 614/292-2265. 

Your time and effort are appreciated. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Gary W. Muffins 
Associate Professor 

Isfim A. Palmer 
Graduate Associate 

GWM/KAP:kb 
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Memorandum 

To: Directorate, Field Directorate and All Superintendents 

From: D! r^Z7&r/-j 

Subject: Serv Utew i de Biological Diversity Interpretive initiative 

The National Park System contains many of cur nation's great and valued 
historical and cultural sites and artifacts. The System also contains seme of 
our nation's critical and irreplaceable ecosystems and the living biological 
organisms that comprise them. These natural systems, processes, and species 
are part of cur American heritage. 

Essential to the mission of the National Park Service to prese~/e the 
biological diversity within the National Park System, it is Inherent that we 
develop a strong interpretive and educational program. To meet this 
challenge, the Servicewlde Biological Diversity Interpretive Initiative will 
begin In FY '989 and will continue as an Important interpretive program 
indefinitely. 

To assist you in developing your Interpretive and educational programs, you 
will find attached a copy of "Interpreting Biological Diversity in the 
National Parx System." Of the projects identified within the pi an, progress 
is underway on the interpreter's handbook, the slide repository, anc the 
interpretive brochure. Other projects will be developed in the months to 
come. 

If you have any questions or wish further information on this program, please 
contact either Mr. Mike Watson, Chief, Division of Interpretation, Washington, 
DC, at (202) 523-5270, or Mr. Dick Cunningham, Regional Chief of 
Interpretation, Western Region, San Francisco, California, at 1415) 556-3184. 

The preservation of biological diversity is central to the mission of the 
National Park Service. Preservation of biological diversity should also be 
central to the personal mission of each dedicated employee of this 
organization. It relates to the basic reasons why many of us joined the 
National Park Service as a career: a love of wild things and wild places and 
a continuing fascination with the mystery of how it ail works. Perhaps, 
expressed in simple feelings, this is what biological diversity is all aoout. 
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"All that lives beneath Earth's fragile canopy is. in some elemental fashion. 
related. Is born, moves, feeds, reproduces. dies. Tiger and turtle dove: 
each tiny flower and homely frog: the running child, father to the man. and. 
in ways as yet unknovm. brother to the salamander. If mankind continues to 
allow whole species to perish, when dees their peril aiso become ours?" 

- World Wildlife Fund 


