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LAND PROTECTION PLAN INSTRUCTIONS 

Background 

Under a policy and guideline adopted in 1979 (44 FR 24790) the 
National park Service prepared land acquisition plans for 
approximately 120 parks. A new policy statement on land 
protection was adopted by the Department of the Interior on May 
1, 1982. A revised NPS policy on land protection is being 
developed to reflect the Departmental policy. Under this new 
policy, land acquisition plans will be revised or replaced by 
land protection plans by April yO, 1985 • The following 
instructions for land protection plans will supercede 
directions in the 1979 policy statement on how to prepare land 
acquisition plans. Until a revised land protection plan has 
been approved, NPS protection activities in each unit will be 
guided by the land acquisition plan prepared under the 1979 
policy. 

Requirements 

A Land Protection Plan will be prepared for each unit in the 
National Park System which contains private or other 
non-Pederal land within its authorized boundary. Priorities 
for preparing plans will be established considering available 
or possible funding for acquisition, the amount of non-federal 
land within the authorized boundary, and the potential threat 
of adverse impacts to park resources. The scope of the 
planning effort generally should be commensurate with the 
potential threat to park resources, complexity of the problems, 
and the amount of land requiring protection. 

Purposes of the Plan 

Land protection plans are prepared to: 

1. Determine what land or interests in land need to be in 
public ownership, and what means of protection other than 
acquisition are available to achieve park purposes as 
established by Congress. 

2. Inform landowners about NPS intentions for buying or 
protecting land through other means within the park unit. 

y. Help pari: managers identify priorities for making budget 
requests to protect land and park resources. 

4- Find opportunities to help protect the park by 
cooperating with state or local governments, landowners, 
and the private sector. 



Coordination: Land protection plans are prepared as part of 
the unit's overall planning process and should be fully 
coordinated with other plans. The protection plan should be 
developed after a statement for management or general 
management plan has been prepared. If an approved GMP has not 
been completed, the land protection plan may be prepared 
concurrently with the general management planning effort. 
Inhere the land protection plan is prepared as a separate 
document, it becomes an action element of the general 
management plan when approved. 

Public Involvement: The land protection plan will be prepared 
with public involvement. Property owners, State and local 
governments, and interested citizens must be notified when the 
planning effort is inititated and given an opportunity to 
comment on the alternatives under consideration. The format 
for public involvement will be determined by the Regional 
Director in consultation with the park manager and the planning 
team. 

Environmental Compliance: Land protection plans will be 
prepared in compliance with applicable requirements of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (lIEPA) and other laws or 
administrative directives. Specific compliance requirements 
for each area will depend upon the potential significance of 
environmental consequences. Some plans are expected to be 
categorically excluded from the NEPA process, others will 
require an environmental assessment, and some may require an 
environmental impact statement. Determinations about 
compliance requirements will usually be made at the regional 
level, in consultation with WASO as necessary. Considerations 
relating to compliance requirements should include the extent 
of proposed changes in land use and potential impacts on park 
resources or the surrounding community from the alternatives 
recommended by the land protection plan. Compliance 
requirements for land protection plans being prepared as part 
of a General Management plan effort should be covered in the 
GMP compliance. Complete National Park Service guidelines for 
environmental compliance are found in NPS-12. 

Responsibilities: The Regional Director is responsible for 
scheduling the land protection plan, directing its preparation 
by an interdisciplinary team including planners and realty 
specialists, and approving it. The plan will be reviewed 
concurrently by the park, region, and Washington Office. 
Comments compiled during the Washington Office review will be 
forwarded to the Regional Director for consideration prior to 
his or her approval of the plan. The time allocated for WASO 
review will be at least 21 and not more than 45 days from the 
date of receipt in the Office of Park Planning and 
Environmental Quality. The regional or field solicitor should 
be consulted as necessary throughout the planning process and 
should review the proposed plan for legal sufficiency. 
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Task Directive: The scope of the planning effort should be 
defined as soon as possible in a task directive. This ver3r 

brief internal working document should list major issues to be 
discussed, outline alternatives to be considered, establish 
schedules for interim and final products allowing time for 
reviews, and assign responsibilities for completing the tasks. 
The task directive also should identify the type of public 
involvement, environmental compliance, special expertise 
requirements, coordination with other plans, and any additional 
guidance needed from the Regional Director or Washington Office 
for the planning effort. The task directive will be prepared 
by the planning team and approved by the Regional Director. 

Updates: plans should be reviewed on a biennial basis, and 
revised as necessary to reflect changes in conditions. Once 
approved, land protection plans may be amended or revised, 
generally following the processes for General Management Plans 
as outlined in EPS-2. If the plan is to be amended, the extent 
of review and public participation may be adjusted to reflect 
the scope of the amendment. The Regional Director is 
responsible for determining if an update is required and 
scheduling necessary revisions. 

Format 

Formats for land protection plans may be adjusted to fit 
special circumstances, but must address the following points: 

I. Introduction 

a) Brief summary of Departmental and RPS policies for 
land protection and relevant legal authorities. 

b) Explanation of why the plan is being prepared and 
major issues to be addressed. 

II. Purpose of the Park and Resources to be Protected 

a) A brief statement of the purpose of the park 
summarizing primary resource protection and visitor 
use objectives based on the GKP or statement for 
management and other plans. 

b) Special legislative, administrative, or 
congressional directives or constraints on 
acquisition, appropriations ceiling, mandated 
acquisition periods, etc. 

III. Management Plans and Considerations 

a) Brief description of planned resource management 
and visitor use activities by zone or subzone. 

b) Description of private ownership and uses which 
would be compatible or incompatible with planned 
management activities. 
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