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National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior 
As the nation's principal con
servation agency, the Depart
ment of the Interior has 
responsibility for most of our 
nationally owned public lands 
and natural resources. This 
includes fostering the wisest 
use of our land and water re
sources, protecting our fish 
and wildlife, preserving the 
environmental and cultural 
values of our national parks 
and historical places, and pro
viding for the enjoyment of 

life through outdoor recrea
tion. The Department as
sesses our energy and mineral 
resources and works to as
sure that their development 
is in the best interest of all 
our people. The Department 
also has a major responsibil
ity for American Indian res
ervation communities and for 
people who live in island ter
ritories under United States 
administration. 
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National Park System 
The National Park System of the United 
States, now in the early years of its second 
century, comprises 337 areas covering some 
79 million acres in 49 States, the District of 
Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, Saipan, and 
the Virgin Islands. These areas are of such 
national significance as to justify special rec
ognition and protection in accordance with 
various acts of Congress. 

By Act of March 1, 1872, Congress estab
lished Yellowstone National Park in the Ter
ritories of Montana and Wyoming "as a public 
park or pleasuring ground for the benefit and 
enjoyment of the people" and placed it "un
der exclusive control of the Secretary of the 
Interior." The founding of Yellowstone Na
tional Park began a worldwide national park 
movement. Today more than 100 nations 
contain some 1,200 national parks or equiva
lent preserves. 

In the years following the establishment of 
Yellowstone, the United States authorized 
additional national parks and monuments, 
most of them carved from the federal lands 
of the West. These, also, were administered 
by the Department of the Interior, while 
other monuments and natural and historical 
areas were administered as separate units by 
the War Department and the Forest Service 
of the Department of Agriculture. No single 
agency provided unified management of the 
varied federal parklands. 

In an Act signed on August 25, 1916, 
Congress established in the Department of 
the Interior the National Park Service to 
provide cohesive administration of such areas 
under the Department's jurisdiction. The Act 
says: "The service thus established shall pro
mote and regulate the use of the Federal 
areas known as national parks, monuments 
and reservations . . . by such means and meas
ures as conform to the fundamental purpose 
of the said parks, monuments and reserva
tions, which purpose is to conserve the sce
nery and the natural and historic objects and 
the wild life therein and to provide for the 
enjoyment of the same in such manner and by 
such means as will leave them unimpaired for 
the enjoyment of future generations." 

An Executive Order in 1933 transferred 63 
national monuments and military sites from 
the Forest Service and the War Department 
to the National Park Service. This action was 
a major step in the development of today's 
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