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1. a. THE NAME OF THE FACILITY WHERE I WORK IS CALLED LILLIAN G. 

CARTER NURSING CENTER. IN 1913, IT WAS CALLED PLAINS HOS­

PITAL AND IT WAS OPENED BY DR. BURR THADDEUS WISE, WHO WAS 

JOINED LATER BY HIS TWO BROTHERS, DR. SAM WISE AND DR. BOW­

MAN WISE. THEIR FIRST PATIENT WAS MRS. ALVER C. MURRAY 

FOR WHOM NURSE EFFIE McARTHUR WAS BROUGHT IN TO CARE FOR. 

IN 1916, THE HOSPITAL WAS MOVED TO THE UPSTAIRS AREA OF 

THE BUILDING TO INCREASE BED SPACE. IN 1921, A NEW BRICK 

BUILDING WAS CONSTRUCTED BY A LOCAL CONTRACTOR, THE 

REVEREND A.C. WELLONS, A BAPTIST MINISTER.THE 75,000.00 

BUILDING ACCOMMODATED SIXTY BEDS WITH AN X-RAY AND RADIUM 

DEPARTMENT. IT WAS CHARTERED AS THE WISE SANITARIUM AND 

WAS ONE OF THE FIRST "LESS THAN 100 BED' HOSPITAL TO BE 

ACCREDITED. AN ACCREDITED TRAINING SCHOOL FOR NURSES WAS 

OPERATED FROM 1917 TO 1936 WITH A PLAINS RESIDENCE CALLED 

THE NURSE'S HOME, WHERE THE OUT OF TOWN NURSES BOARDED 

WITH THEIR HOUSE MOTHER, MRS. SAM (LILLIE MCGARRAH) JENNINGS. 

IN THE LATE 1920s, THE WISE SANITARIUM SERVED AS THE S.A.L. 

HOSPITAL. FOLLOWING A TRAIN WRECK AT SAVANNAH, SOME 10 TO 

15 PATIENTS WERE BROUGHT TO THE HOSPITAL. SOME OF THE DRS. 

WHO WERE ASSOCIATED WITH WISE SANITARIUM ARE: DR. SAM 

WISE AND DR. BOWMAN WISE, DR. THAD WISE, DR. HENRY SMITH, 

AND DR. JAMES HADAWAY. OTHER VERY CAPABLE HOSPITAL STAFF 

MEMBERS WERE: MS..GUSSIE ABRAMS, WHO SERVED AS THE DI­

RECTOR OF NURSING AND AS THE NURSE ANESTHETIC. MS.,MARY 


