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portage along with provislons, eguipment and trade goode,. It is probable
that Eenzry kept hia party together and elowly advanced from pose to posa
pver a weeX iong ordesal. It "was a work of seven daye of gevers and
dangerous exertion.” He described the portage as consisting of two ridges
of land with a deep valley bstween them which had meadowlands and a broad
strean of water., The lowlands were uovered mostly with bilreh and poplar;
the higher aress had a pine cover {Bain, ed., 1301, p. 235}).

In 1806, & competitor of the North West Company attempted to take trade
goods over the Grand Poartage. He was thwarted by a North West Company
wEficial whe felled trees across the portage and creeks. Thus, the portage
was closed for many years (Bumsted, ad., vol. Z, 1987, p. 7Li.

Or, John Bigshy ae secrebtary for the Sritish Boundary Commission, went oves
the portage in 1827, He recordsd that theye ig "...s ridge of maple growing
o oan argillacecus agil, which extends, at least, twanty miles westward
from the Grand Portage. He furnished a few more detsils in another
publicatien., There, he noted that a vidge of sugar maple trees atretched
from Partridge Palle to the Fond du Lae vicinity. These extensive groves
warg wich prized by the Indians as asurcas for delisinug mapls sugar
{Bigaby, 18%0, wol. 2, pp.202-03).

bavid Thompson went over the Grand Portage in 17%7, 1798, 1822, 1823, and
1824, His invaluable notee have documented the types of vegetaticn along
the portage. In 1822 he regerded that the portage was “exceasively
fatiguing as it was covered with an undergrowth of Cedar (7)) and *Hountain
herbags, " and geass. The Foutheast ar lower end of the portage bore a
plentiful orop of resd raspberriess thae same vear., In June, 1824 he traversad
the portage again and commented that the path was obesoured by young trees
and willows that had been crushed down by the heavy winteyr snows. It was
necespary to clear them away with an axe {Thompaon Journals, Reel %, Bound
Volume 24, p. 58 2).

Many detalls about the portage ars in the account of Major Joseph
Pelafieid, American Commissaioner for the boundary survey who traversed the
portage in July, 1823, Notes made from his dournal folliow:

Friday, July 1, [18B23]. ... the Rain obliges me to
encamp., The corn and bread had already Reen conaiderably
expoaad by carrying it that far thro’ the wet bushes. . .
the ¢ld road is so closed with a voung growth of trees and
bughes, that Lt is difficult to carry anything the aize of
& canoa pieve ...

Zarurday, JSuly 12. . . . at the second pviver . ., . At
thies place is a jittle clearing now covered with high
Qrans.

Wadneaday, July 14 [#ic]. Encamp at Piggon River . . .

It i a pretiy plare & a profusion of wild roses & the

swaet paea and high growth of grass, . . . Fir trees and

white Migch are tha trees af the adiacent countyry (Major Juseph
Dalafislid, : atl Boy Yo B Rlary of the first survey
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2f the Canadian Boundary iine from 8, Reqie tvo the Lake of Woodd.
ads. Robert MeRlroy and Thomas Rigge, 1343, pp. 404-406).

Enroute ¢ver the portage in 1849, David Dale Owen, an Anglo-American
gaclogliat, noted that the high valleys had a heavy growth of timber, among
whigh were many Large poplars and white biras. On the topa of the yidges,
red aiay and marl bed were present {David Daia Qwen, 1882, Report of 3

TR Rale i Sur of Wipconai SEwa, and Minnesoba

¢.%,. Hall, & geclogist, on the Minnespta Saological and Natural History
Survey noted chat the denme undergrowth and windfalls on the Pigeon Polnt
Repervation were much greater obstructions along the rivers than away from
then {Winchell, 1881, p. 27).

fr. Winchell commented on the extensive sugar maple groves in the nartheasc
portion of Township 63N, RSE. Here the timber had ant bean Jdestroyed hy
fire and much of it was birch and maple. This was perhaps the only area in
northeaatern Minnesocta where sugsr maples grew Lo a large size. The entive
village of Grand Portage meved Lo the sugarbueh e collect sap for making
maple sugar ia the latter part of March or the first of April, #nd returned
in May (Winchell, 189%, pp. 303-504).

Winchall recorded much about the Grand Portage. In his opinion, it was
atill a good road, axcept where the bridges over the streamsd had not been
replaced. Hany American and Canadisan parties had passed over it uniil the
construction of the Canadian Pacific rasilway that was completed in 1883. It
would soon be only an Indian trzil cbstructsd by brush and fallen treas.

From the village of ¢rsnd Portage, the trail followed the creek about one
and one~hal? miles hefore it left the valley of the creek. Then it
continued in a northwesterly courae. It crossed the Poplar River about 3
miies north of the village at an slevation of 498 feet above the lake.
Next, there wap a level tract one~half mile wide of red glzcial clay, ance
heavily timbered. Paasing the trail notch in the hill range, the trail
descended about 70 feset toe Poplay River and to a glacial plain about a mile
wide. The trail followed thig plain and soon rode, weat of the cresk, to
the gummit of the portage, 743 feet above the lake, azbout five miles from
Grand PFortage vilisage. At & mile and a quarter from the Pigeon River the
trail passed over a low bluff of Lrsp rock (ibid., 1899, pp. 503-06).

Noted Canadian historian Seorge Hryce visited the iaglated village of Grand
PFoptage during ths i8%0’s and mused on ite historic psst while walking
over the abandoned portage (George Bryce, The Hemarkable Historvy ¢f the

Hudscy Bay Company, 1900, pp. 94-853.

Ceoil W. Bhirk, field saaratary uf the ¥innegota Historical Sosisty, and
Alan Eliss of the Minneapcelisg e gtaff went by the steamer America to
Grand Portage in July, 1922, rnair goals ware to visgit the village of Grand
Portage and to inapest the portage and Port Chariotte at itg upper end on
the Plgeon River (Cecil W. Shirk, "Report On Expedition To Srand Portags,
July 10th, 1822, Minnesota Historieal Society Archives:).

The beginning of the portage was ssey to find as it had besn ¢leared for
about twe miles as a possaible route for a highway. The lowsy portion of the
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trail was used perhape a2 dozen times a year as & wagon road. Ancther
section about ITwo milee long had not besn uead for wiagons for some years.
hnothaer asgment about three miles from the viliage wae difficult for travel
as underbrush had spread ovar it. Near the uppser end of the trail, there
was little evidencs of wagon traffic, Here, there wag only a narrow path.
No stunps were presant on the trail and £he path wad well npeaten and firm
axcapt where horses hagd tramped through muddy spots (Ibid.).

For the first two miles, tha portage roee gantly, passing thyrough hirch and
poplar trees ranging from three o eight inches in diametsyr. Shirk 4id not
aae any large, old tress. Ping trees appeared twe miles north of the
village and by £ive miles had begun t¢ predominate. Later, birch and
poplars appeared in large numbers. The firet really large tree seen was a
hugh pisge about one-half way up the portage. Then, more and more of them
ware geen up %0 the Pigeon River., Vegstation wag dense all along the
portage, but the trees ware not thick snough to shut put guynlight, Evidence
of ¢ld forest fires was noted {ipid.),

Many smallier plant specisa were noted. Butiercupe, and dark purple prunella
conatantly underfoot. Most clearings were filled with tall, showy flireweed,
GCow parsnip was freguent with yellow and black~syed dalsies less common.
Hloapoms of wild grapes were alpo observed as was varrow. Patches of wild
Btyawberries wers seen in most clearings {(Ibid).

There wers four places on the portage where detours had recently been made
around large traes that had fallen across the purkage. This mads Mz, Shirk
uncertain to ¢laim that they had followsd the original portage from end to
and. He thought that there was 3 possibility thar detours could bacome
permanent, though it was just ag probadblea that the trall could have gone
pack to its original location oncve the fallan treés were gone. The portage
soil was firmly packed from the thousands of feet that hasd walked owver it.
This made it identifiable even in 1922 (Ibid.;.

Howdayw, the portage was used by three gr four white homesteaders who lived
along it. A few local Indians used it to go te the Pigeon River avea. In
wintar months, a few hunters and trappers traverssd it., Twe canoes were
seen at the Pigeon River., At the cascades of thig stream the forasst on the
Canadian wide had been denuded as far as the eve could see, On Lhe American
side, loggers had cliearsd a space nearly 4 mile sqguare. On ths Pigeon River
near Port Charlotte was a thick growth of pine, birches and poplars. Fort
Crarlette irtself waw covered with hrush, especially hazel bruah angd thorn
appiss. Maps 1 and 19 show natursal featuras and remnant mapis groves.

It muat be notsd that no mentions of wildlife along the portage ware found
in traveler's narvatives. Perhaps most wildiife was frightened away by the
portagers. Rlso, it is probable that individuals on the portage forused
closely on the weather, condition of the portage and other factors
asaouiated with this experience,
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Chapter 9

Chapter 9: Archeological Ressareh Rlonyg the Grand Portage Trail and
Rucomsendations for Fulurs Resesrch Along It

Ko systematic archeclogicsl investigations have been made on the Grand
Portage "Trail;" they have been ingidental and during the courss of other
explorations. E. Dewey Albinson #and Alvan C. Eagtman worked at the aite of
Fort Charloette in July and Aeguet of 1822 for the Minnesota Historical
Society. Thelr accomplishments were remarkable and wers dons on a minimal
budget under adverss oonditions. They produced a unique field map which is
priceless and often reproduced. Ansther invaluable record was a large
geries of annotated photographs and nagatives. Thewe materials are notable
among the Socliety s recorde. It wag my privilege to kasw Dewey Albinson and
to talk with him about this great adventure of his youth.

Initial underwater archeclogical explorations were made at Fort Charlotte
in 1%61, 1963 and July, 1%71 when divers of the Quetico-superior Underwater
Research Project made brief visits to this location. HMore systematic
explorations were made in July and October, 19372 and June, 1973 by teams
lzd by Douglas A. Birk for the pame organization. A general report on this
work as well as a preliminary artifact description by Birk was published in
{(Robart ¢, Wheeler etal., ed., 1375, pp. 37, 39, 44, & 85-33).

E proton magnstometey survey was made at Port Chariotte in 1878 by Raobert
Rickel of the Midwest Archeciogical Centeyr, National Park Service, Lincoln,
Nebraska. A repori was written on the resulta. More detailed mapping was
undercaken af the site in 1979 and proton magnsiometer investigations were
ailso continued by staff members of the Centar [(Robert Hugging and John W.
Waeymouth, "A Magnetic 8Burvey of Port Charliotta, Grand Portage National
Honument, " & Bruce A. Jones, "Historie Site Archeology at Fort Charlotte
Grand Portage National Monument, Minnesota,™ 1980.)

Future Archeclogy Al

Well planned archecloglieal investigationa at key ioccaticons aleng this
pertage have a great poteptial to fursalsh historical and interpretive data
o ity use over many centuries by American Indians, French and Brisish
traders as wall as American citizens#. These sites alsc have an unmatched
potential for on sgite interpretation and could be developed €4 ancourage
were use of tha portage angd would enrich the visitor s experience,

The 15 1o 18 popes are the chaice sites for inivial archeoclogical
investigation with metal detectors. This technigque has worksd well to
locate posesw on the Savanna Portage in Aitkin Counby, Minnesota. Hany of
the posas on the Grand Portage will be found on both sides of the small
Btyreanms cyoaging the portage,. Potable water was essential to gook the
vovageur‘s lved corn rationg and was needed for drinking especially if the
weather wss hot. Investigations could alao be made at the "noteh® where the
portage passes through a cleft in a diabase dike. Other poass may be
situated after cthe route goep over steep hills, rough ground or wet, boggy
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iccations. Some of the more choldce sites which once had grassy meadows
would als0 have Deen good camping areas, An obvious start would be to
galect halil a dozen sites along the portage with good camping locationg and
water sourdes; they <ould be swept with metal detedctors and tested with
small excawvations.

Another promising area of investigation would be te make a careful
gpllation of David Thompson's survey notea, from hig three separate surveys
of the Grand Portage. These ¢ould be indexed by distances along the
portage, key geclogical or gesgraphical features, and thelr place names am
lisved in hip notes. Thig woulid lead te the elimination of some duplicate
sites and would point more specifically io locations used for camping or
phBed.

$till another obvicus line of future investigation would be ¢o field a
small survey team of perhaps three traiced purveyors to maka a re-survey
of the portage from Thompson's [ield noteg, and to make detalled mape,
phatographico records, ete. to permanently record the more notable features
antgd courses of this hidtoric poxtage. It iz possible that this methodslogy
eould provide a large body of interpretive dara for future use along the
portage., An sxamination could also be made of the available aerial photo-
graphs which were little used during the present atudy.

Investigations should be made in cooperation with ihe Grand Portage Band af
Chippawa to locate the traditional Indian villages near the sastern and of
Grand Portage Bay. This suggestion is made becaude Tthis location appedrs to
be the site of the prebietoric and early historio commencement of Che 4rand
Portage. It would have alas been the eite wheve hundreds of Imdliana from
the northweatern tribes camped when they came to the Grand Portage Bay to
trade with local Isdiane or #rench traders before the coming of British
tradsrs. :
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Chapter 10
Chapter 10: History of Land Use Alony the Grand Portage Trail

From about 1768 to 1803 British fur traders controlled the land at the
start of the Grand Poritage. When they removed to Thunder Bay in Sritieh
Horth Ameriss the land raverted to the local band of Chippewa Indians. From
31838 into the 1B&Q'p the Amarican ¥Fur Company opeérated a fishing station in
the ares east of bthe mouth of Grand Portags Creek. Many loval men worked as
fishermen or in packing fish in barrels for shipment. In 1884 the Grand
Portage band signed the Treaty With The Chippewa, 1854 ceding their lands
along the north shore of Lake Saperior. In return, the Pigeon Rivey
HRewsrvation was created for them (Charlea J. Kappler, Indian Affaira. Laws
ngd Tr s, wol. 2, 1904, pp. £48-652).

Gradually, governmental servicss in the form of annuity goods, foods, and
taoley, were provided. A school was bullt, and efforts made to educate all
who were willing to lesrn. Houses were built, and eguipment provided for
farming on the hareh, rosky terraln. In 12556, a village plat was surveyed
and lotg of $% by 198 fest were staked out. A lot was given ta sach Indiasn
whe would build a house on it. A wareshouse was built near the beginning of
the portage for etorage of annuity goods. A wharf was alge built nearby
and the U.$. Indian Depariment essentislly contyrolled the area up to o,
1240. Over the years, twa sets of Indian Service struchures were erected on
or near the beginning of the portage {Woolworth & Woolworth, 1982, wol. 1,
p. 1503,

By 1B71, hopes that farming would work had faded; fortunately, wild rice
was plentiful and fishing was productive. CGradually, many of the Indian
men found work ag packers to carry food and squipment from the lakse into
Canadian areas being explored for minerals. Others worked as lumberijacks
in the woods or hunted, fighed and trapped in the winter. In the eariy
L8808 many local residents moved to Grand Marais for work on a large
governmeént harbor proijesct. By 1800 logging on lccal furests had developw
gd. Many people now cut and gold timbey from thely allotments (Ibid, pp.
183 & 198).

The Lawes Act of 1887 authorized the alloktment of ressrvation lande to
individual Indians and the sale of non-allotted lands. An agresment bet-
waen the Grand Portage Band and the U.S. government in 1889 guthorized
this program for their reservation. Onge iands had been surveyed and
aliotted to individuals, the surplius was purchaged by the federal
govermment and opened to homestead entries. At ¢rand Portage, land
allotments were made in 1896. At this date, the reservation consisted
of about 51,340 acres. How, 24,191 acres were allotiesd to qualified
Indiane and 15,041 acres were openad for €0 homestead antry. A small
amcunt of timber bearving land was gold to A.Y. Johnmon, Grand Marais,
Minnegcta and to D.J. Arpin, Grand Rapids, HMianesota. The Pigeon River
Lumber Company was formed in the fall of 15060 o log on this river and
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cantinued to cut pine tress up Lo 1919 {El;nu: Bary, Lambgrlng in tne
Pigaon River Waterghed, Thunder B : By ans

g§§§;gg, vol. 4, 1976, pp. 3- 5 &

In June, 1907, advertisemente in local newepapers offered ressrvation
timber to commercial firme. Dangercus forest fires swept down on Grand
Portvage village in 1%08, destroving timber, By 1909 population had declined
as many loecal rescurces were exhausted. Moast jand within Grand Portags
viliage belonged to the local band. Efforts st subslstence farming wers
gradualiy abandoned. Homesteads were made along the upper portions of the
Grand Portage abour 1512 and hopefal settlers began to hack out ¢learings
and to build houses (fhid, pp. 198-198;.

& few random notes from 1915~1%16 issues of the Cook County Herald, shed
light on continued local use of the portage:

May 18, 1915, Jawee Morrison and family made 800 pounds of
maple sugar on the *0ld Sugarbush Trail’ about halfway to
Swampy Lake."

~~~~~~ wwmm== Jog Fisgher with the government team tock two
canoes up to the Pigeon River.,

Hay 20, 1915. {Building a road to Port Axthur, Ontaric.)

July 1, 1%15. Jeve Hunter and Jercme Naganih finished brush-
ing osut & new road along the lake ghore to Godirey Montfer-
rand’s house.

Auguet 26, 1815, (News of the f{irst avtomobile over the new
raad to Port Arthur, Oniario.d

Decesber 16, 1%16. W.H. Foote from Port Brthur arrived in
Grand Porsage. He had £o0 ford the Pigeon River as thers was
ne bridge across it

A loral ¢risis developed when setilere enrcached on the Grand Portage. One
of tham even placsed & "Road Closed™ aign acrozs the portage o. 1921. B few
losal rasidents contaccted the Minnescta Historieal Society and asked for
ssgistance Lo preserve the portage and the remains of Fort Charlotte. This
aroused the interest of Dy, $olon J. Bugk, superiantandent of the Bistorical
Socisty and ied to the long term involvement of this institution at Grand
Portage (Motes on Activities of the Himnesora Histeorical Socisty at Fort
cnarzotte in 1922, Twenty~Second Bienniai Repurt of tha Minnesots Histopw

: 1923:28-29) & WwWoolworth & woolworth, vol. 1, p. ix, 1%82:.

In July, 1%22, E.Dawey Albinson and Rivan C. Eastman, under the auapicss of
the Minnesostsa Hiestorisal Socliety, cams Lo Grand Portage to explore the
portage and Port Charlotie. Fortunately, these men prepared a detajled map
cf the gite. Ceg¢il W. Shirk, fimld sacretary, Minnesota Historival Socclety,
also visited the area and wrote a detailed avcount of his vigit which is
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summarized. The start of the portage wae sisy to find for its firet two
milee had bean clesred by local residenta in anticipation of a possible
highway. Now, the routs was a wagon road, being used perhaps a dozen tives
% yaar. Thers wazd much evidence te shiwr that the portage had been in
continuous use for many vearg. As an example, thersa were no tree atumps in
the path. The ground was beaten and firm axcept where horses had gone
through muddy spots {Ceclil W, Shirk, "Repor:i On Expedition To Grand
Portage, July 10th, 1822,7).

three or four settlers had havked out amall clearings in the brush along
tha route, The first clearing, about two miles nortl cof the village wasa
that of €.C. Walker. Two miles farther, they ¢rmssed Highway No. 1 which
lad %o Fort William, Ontario. A sepond clearing was about one-~half mile
inland from the highway c¢rogsing. Three mileg farther from the highway wan
the clearing of E.0. MeGirath, At sach claim, from one to three agreze had
haen cleared and & gabin or shack erected {Ihid.),

At this date, the route was ussd by the three or four homasteaders along
ice gourse, by local Indiana going $o the Pigeon River, and a few hunters
s trappers in tha wintsy., Two canceg ware found near the upper end of the
portage indicaving that iocal people ztill used a site above the rapids to
launch them {Ibid.}.

Archeslogical work gommanced on the North West Company depot site in 1936-
32 on land belonging £o the drand Portage band «f Chippewa Indians., This
jed to the reconstruction of the Great Hall and a stockade surrounding the
depot. In 19538 this land and much of the portage was donated to the federal
govarnment and became the Grami Fortage National Monument {Woolworth &
Woolworth, vwol. 1, 1382, pp. 225-226%,

In more racent years, the Mational Park Service historian EBrwin ¥. Thompson
Ma Pian. 1973 for the monument which cites the basic
ehiwctives of "preserving an area containing unigque historical values:®
"Te recreate the nistorio scene;”™ and "To interpret the roie of the Grand
Portage.” Honument superintendent Anthony L. hnd&raen wrote an nterprative
Proapectus for the monument in 1981 angd an 35 ypessment in
1986. National Park Service historian Ron &ockrali prep&re an ddmin-
istrative History for the monument in (582 that wasg revised in 1983.
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Chapter 11
Chaptsy 11: Sumsary sand Canclusions

Srand Portage ¥ational Mosnument lies on the rugged north shore of Lake
Superior in sxtreme northesstarn Minneaota. It s compomed of a partially
restored late 18th cantury fur trade depot; the unique Grand Portage
"trail®; and Fort Charlotte on the Pigeon River. The "Great Carrying Place™
or Grangd Portage originated in prehistoric tismes as a route around
impaspable chasmg and rapids in the lower Pigeon River. It led from a
guiet, sheltered bay on Lake Superior for more than eight miles to fhe
pigeon River. This waterway was the gateway to the fur rich regliun of Rainy
Lake, the Lake of the Woods, the Red River of the Rorth, the Saskatchewan,
and the Athabasca Country. Several tribes of Indiang lived is the region
until the zoming of French traders ¢. 1660 who cootrolled it sntil 1760,
British traders dominated this northern fur trade smplire until hhay moved
to the mouth of the RKaminiegtiguia River shortly after 1800. The new United
States of America gradually t6ok possession of the frand Portage area in
the npinsteentl centary.

The Grand Portage "trail” is the monument’s maior historic rescurce, buf
until sow there hag nout been & conmprehensive study to guide cultuzal
regource praservation, nstural rescurcss management, and the interpretation
of this unigue aspet. Mors rasearch and planning is naeded to provide
gpecific data to guide future archeological redearch, historie
pregervation, and interpretive uses of Lthe hiatoric portage. Collectively,
this information can become porticns of a Trail Management Plapn.

The Scope of Work for the prasent atudy sutlines ten areas of research
which relate to the nature, uges and history of the Grand Portage from late
prahigtoric Limes into the ninteenth century.

Centurieg ayo northersn American Indiane began the developsment of their
graceful poriable birch hark canoes. This teshasicogical inssvation opaned
the waterways of northern Horth America and asacciated forestsad lands to
the American Indian. A clesely related invention was the portage collar
which was a broad leather strap used to pack baggage over a portage. Stored
foozl supplies ware alsc esgential to the survival of these Indians and an
integrated aspect of thelr lifeways. In the spring they camped at maple
gugar tree groves te gelilect and condense maple sap into maplie sugar, 4
gtaple foud source in the northern forested region. Of egual importance was
the procesaing and storing of wild rice which provided ancother staple focd
aupply for these Indian peoples and the fur traders.

American Indlans and fur traders regarded a poartage as & Cazrying placs
hetween water routes. Portages were distinguished from roads by their
relatively short distances and the portager’s need to cargy their canoes
and suppiiss with from one waberway to another {Vogsl & Stanley, 19891,

P2}

The history of the European fur trade and the sxploration of the Northwest
doss not ancurately refledt the isportance of portages in the development
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of reagional transportation systems. Ingreasingly, scholarg are coming to
view portages as vital connecting links in a ¢ontinent wide transportation
systen., They were sajor features in the historical geography of the fur
trade.

poartages devaloped informally and spontansously ag venacular landscapes and
euitural landforms with recognizable attributes auch as topography,
vegetation, place names, camp sites, and buried archeslogical deposiis
{Vogel & Stapley, 1%%1, p. 12).

There have been only a few minor studies of portagee as archeclogical
eites. Indeed, their study has scarcely begun. Moust portages of medium
length had camps &t thelir terminals, Often, there were camps at mid points
where there were creeks, permanent gprings, oY grassy areas. Every long or
difficult portage had posss or resting places that served as resting places
for weary voyageurs and temporary colliestion paoints for portaged materials.
Camp# were often at their ands and mid pointa.

Three key geographical features at the Grand Portage locality made it the
best water route betweén the upper great laked and the northwest. These
were: (1) & shelterad bay on the north shore of Lake Superior with level
land for tyading facilities; {(2) & relstively sasy portage around the
impassable lower Pigeon River; and {3} the Pigeon River itaelf which was an
excallent natural waterway lsading to the Horthwast {(Weolworth, in: Bhers
Two Worlda Meet, by Carslyn Gilman, 198%, p. 110},

The Grand Portage lies well within the Canadilan biotie province with a
rugged, ylaciated terraln, poor swils and & cool colimate. The region had
heavy standz of timber around lakes and streams. Dominant tree species were
coniferove, but & few localitisp had mspie augar groves. Fir, pine, spruce,
tamarack, cedar, white birch ang aspen were common species.

Large animals were comparatively scarce. Figh formed a more stable food
ruagource, hut gurvival was heavily dependent on the zallegtion and
preservation of wild foods such as maple sugar and wild rice. Thewe factora
restricted Indian populatlon growth.

Daspite these Jdrawhacka, the Grand Porbtage ssrvesd ag a pagsage to the
narthwest for centuries into the prehistoric ers. The coming of Europeans
and manufactured trade goods began an extengive fur trade era over the
tirand Portage.

The recurded French fur trade over the portage began in August, 1731 when
the great explorey, Pisrre Gaultier 4 lLa Verendryve landed in Grand Portage
Bay and sant men, Cances and trade goods to Rainy Lake. The La Verandrye
family were sucoeeded ¢. 1750 by Jamee Legardeur, sieur de St. Pierre. Tha
lase prominent Pronch trader was the Chevalisr de La Corpne; French trade
pver the portage clossd o, 1760,

The British congquered Canada in 1759 and their merchants went rapidly inteo
tha upper great lakes region. By 1761, they were at the Grand Poxtage and
went into the northwest., Hy 1767 they were wintering among Indian tribes
and a fur trade rendezvous had begun at the Grand Portage. The British
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trade grow swiftly; by 177% large guantities of trade goods and suppliss
werse haken to Grand Portage and associations of traders cooperated. A firm
informmally calied the "North West (ompany® developed by 1778 and was
reorganized in the mid 17807e under shrewd financierw. This company grew
rapidly and within a few years dominated the fur trade of the northwest.
kround 1755-1787, it erected a great inland fur trade depot near the
western end of Grand Portage Bay. Diplomacy to end the American
Revelubionary War gave the newly formed United States the area below the
mouth of ths Pigeon River. By 1B02, the North Rest Company had moved to the
mouth of the Raministiguia River in British North Amarica.

Brictish and American attention On the Grand Portage renawed in the 1B20‘g
with a oumber of detajled surveys made of the portage. The most detailed
work was done by the British geographer, David Thompson. Comparable
american surveys weres alan made,

There are manpy portages and trails in the vicinity of Grand Portage Bay
with most of them aesociated with the local Olibwe Indian food guest. Some
of thesge roytes are centuriss ld and & few of them are still in use asp
romads today. Most of them are depicted on Map 1§,

The alignment of the Grand Portage appears to have baen «losely aassociated
with geologival forms alonag its route and haw probably changed littlie since
the late 18th century. Most maps from the 1820’8 onward give the same form
to the portage. Davigd Thompson made detailed couree records of at least rwo
of his seasured surveys along this portage. Thess# notes can bhe used to
study the route in detall today and for comparison with its course in the
i820'a, and the sarlier fur trade era. Little information is avaijabile
aoncerning temporal or asasonal changes in the Grand Portage routes or

al ignments.

A wealth of information is at hand concerning the European manufactured
goods carried over the Grand Portage for trade. In general terms, thege
obiecte transformed Indian i1ife, made it more produrtive and rewarding. The
fur trade also introduced firearms and alchoholic liguers in grest guantite
ies. Ligquor devastated many tribes and caused gyeat hardships. Other
imports such as cloth were substantial contributions to Indian life.

¥uch space and effort has besen devoted %o providing detailed data on the
physical and locational aspects of the portage. Tt appeare pointlisss to
attempt to sumarizs it here. Among the key features of the portage are its
aeries of twenty eight glace names which relats mostly tn water couraes
acyroas the portages with a few of them being tied to probable poses or camp
#gites.

Much information congerning the native fiora alonyg the portage is given in
Chapter Eight. Most of it deals with the listing of tree species cobperved
along the portage by travelers. It would be rewarding to tabulate and
compare this information in a chroneological manner argd also at different
key points along the route. Zome of this information might be useful in
reatoring vegetation in some areas along the portage. A study shoulid be
made of the relict maple grover used by the CGramd Portage band of Oiibwe.
Many of them are shown on Map 12,
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Only & wvery liittle archeological research has been done along the pore-
age and meost of it relates to Pori Charlotte. Thars, many fur trade
sbructures were mapped by Albinson and Bastman in 1%22. The site then
lay untouched wntil the Quetico-Superior Underwdtsr Hesearch Project
worked there off of Fort Charlotte in 1961, 1963, and 1971. National
Park 8egrvice archecloglets began work at Fort Charlorie in 1978 with
proton magnetomgter surveys that ended in 1980, A small amount of
archaclogizal work was done by Alan R. Woolworth at the Southezst end
of the portage adjacent vo Lake Superior in 1962 {"Archeolegical
Exvavationsg at Grand Portage National Monument in 1%62." By Alan R.
Woolwarth, 1968%.

It is probable that archeonlogical raeearch and tests along the portage
would lecate at least half a dogen poees and & number of allied features
mich as temporary camps. Theae locations would have a great potential for
osa~gite~intearpretation of the portage and would asrve L0 encturage vis-
itation and to enrich the experiences of wisitors. Comparstively little
information is provided in Chapter Ten on the History of Land Use along
the Portage. This subisct has been cuvered in detail for the fur trade
era and weil inte the 1%th century. The major rescurce for agditional
information un the use of the Grand Portage in the late 19th and sarly
20th centuries lies in the Grand Marals, Minngsota nswapapers. Those

can be readily examined by the monument historian or cther staff members
in future winter monihs.
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