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port•9• along with provisions, equipment and trade 9oode. It i• probable 
that Henry kept hia party together and slowly advanced from p;::iae to poae 
over a week long ordeal. It ~waa a work of seven days of severe and 
dangerou• exertion.• He described the portage ae coneisting of two ridges 
of land with a deep valley between them which had meadowlande and a broad 
stream of water. The lowlands were covered mostly with birch and poplar; 
the higher areae had a pine cover (Bain, ed., 1901, p. 226}. 

In 1806, a competitor of the North West Company attempted to take trade 
goods over the Grand Po~tage. He was thwa~ed by a North West Company 
of!icial who felled trees acroas the portage and creeks. Thus, the portage 
was cloeed for many years (Bum&ted, ed., vol. 2, 1987, p. 71}. 

or. John Bigsby as secretary for the British Boundary Commission, went over 
the portage in 1822. He recorded that there is ~ •.• a ridge of maple growing 
on an argillaceous soil, which extends, at laaat, twenty miles westward 
from the Grand Portage. He furnished a few more details in another 
publication. There, he noted that a ridge of sugar maple trees stretched 
from Partridge Falls to the Fond du Lac vicinity. These extensive groves 
were much prized Oy the Indians as sources for delicious maple sugar 
(Sigsby, 1850, vol. 2, pp.202-03). 

David Thompson went over the Grand Portage in 1797, 1798, 1822, 1823, and 
1824. His invaluable notee have documented the type-a of vegetation along 
the portage. In 1822 he recorded that the portage was ffexcessively 
fatiguing as it was covered with an undergrowth of Cedar (?) and ~Mountain 
herbage," and grass. The Southeast or lower end of the portage bore a 
plentiful crop of red raapberriea the same year. In Jun•, 1824 he traversed 
the portage again and commented that the path was obscured by young trees 
and willows that had been crushed down by the heavy winter snows. It waa 
necessary to clear them away with an axe (Thompson Journals, Reel S, Bound 
Volume 24, p. 58 2}. 

Many details about the portage are in the account of Major Joseph 
Delafield, American Commissioner for the boundary survey who traversed the 
portage in July, 1823. Notes made from hie journal followi 

Friday, July 11, [1823] ••.• the Rain obliqes me to 
encamp. The corn and br~ad had already been considerably 
exposed by carrying it that far thro' the wet buahes ••. 
the old road ie so closed with a young growth of trees and 
buahee, that it ie difficult to carry anythinq the size of 
a canoe piece •.• 

Saturday, July 12~ 
this place ie a little 
gra:sa. 

. at the second river . , • At 
clearing now covered with high 

Wednesday, July 14 (•ic]. Encamp at Pigeon River ~ •• 
It is a pretty place & a profusion of wild roses & the 
sweet pea and high growth of graes, . , • Fir trees and 
white bireh are the trees of the adjaeent counery (Major Joseph 
Delafield, The Unfortifi9d BQypdary. ~ piary o' the first survey 
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of the Canadian Boundary tine from st. Regie to the Lake of Woode. 
eds. Robert Mcilroy and Thomas Ri99a, 1943, pp. 404-406). 

Enroute over the portage in 1849, David Dale owen, an Anglo-American 
9eoloqiat, noted that the high valleys had a heavy growth of timber, among 
which were many large poplar• and white bireh. On the topa of the ridges, 
rad clay and marl bed were present {David Dale owen, 1852, Report of a 
Geological Survey of Wisconsin. Igwa, and Minneeota, p. 408). 

c.w. Hall, a geoloqiet, on the Minnesota Geological and Natural History 
Survey noted that the dense undergrowth and windfalls on the Pigeon Point 
Reeervation were much greater obstructione along the rivers than away from 
thero {Winchell, 1B81s p. 27). 

nr. Winchell commented on the extensive sugar mapl• groves in the northeast 
pc>rtion of Township 63N, RSE. Here the timber had not been destroyed by 
fire and much of it was birch and maple. This was perhaps the only area in 
northeaatarn Minnesota where •ugar maples grew to a large size. The entire 
v~lla9e of Grand Portag• moved to the sugarbueh to collect sap for making 
maple sugar in the latter part of March or the first of April, and returned 
in May (Winchell, 1899, PP· 503-504). 

Winchell recorded much about the Grand Portage. In his opinionT it wae 
still a good road, except where the bridges over the streams had not been 
replacad. Many American and Canadian parties had passed over it until the 
construction of the Canadian Pacific railway that was completed in ~885. lt 
would soon be only an Indian trail obstructed by bruah and fallen treaa, 

From the village of Grand Portage¥ the trail followed the creek about one 
and one-half miles before it left the valley of the creek. Then it 
continued in a northwesterly course. lt crossed the Poplar River about 3 
miles north of the villat;;te at an elevation of 498 feet above the lake. 
Nex~, there was a level tract one-half mile wide of red glacial clay, once 
heavily timbered. Paeeing tha trail notch in the hill range, the trail 
descended about 70 feet to Poplar River and to a glacial plain about a mile 
wide. The trail followed this plain and soon roee¥ west of the creek, to 
the summit of the portage, 743 feet above the lake, about five miles from 
Grand Portage village. At a mile and a quarter from the ?i9eon River the 
trail paased over a low bluff of trap rock (lbid~, 1$99, pp. 503-06). 

Noted Canadian historian George Bryce visited the isolated village of Grand 
Portage during the lS90's and mused on its historic past while walking 
over the abandoned portage (George Bryce, The Remarkable History of the 
Hudson Bay Company, 1900, pp. 94-95). 

Cecil w. Shirk, field secretary of the Minnesota Rlstorical soeiety, and 
Alan Sliea of the Hinne1:p9li1 Tribune utaff went by the steamer America to 
Grand Portage in July 1 1922. Their goals were to visit the village of Grand 
Portage and to inspect the portage and Fort Charlotte at its upper end on 
the Pigeon River (Ceoil w. Shirk, "Report On Expedition To Grand Portage, 
July 10th~ 1922,~ Minnesota Historical Society Archives}. 

The beginning of the portage was eaay to find as it had been cleared for 
about two miles as a possible route for a highway. The lower portion of the 
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trail was uaed perhaps a do~en times a year as a wagon road. Another 
section about two miles long had not bEHtn used for wagons for aome year&. 
Ano~her e2qment about three miles from the villaqe wae difficult for travel 
aa ~nderbrush had apread ovar it. Near the upper end of the trail, there 
was little evidence of wagon traffic. Here, there was only a narrow path. 
No stumps were present on the trail and the path w•a well beaten and firm 
except where horses had tramped through muddy spots (Ibid.). 

For the first two milesr the portage rose gently, paaeing through birch and 
poplar trees rangin~ from three to eight inchea in diameter. Shirk did not 
see any large, old trees. Pine tree& appeared two miles north of the 
village and by five miles had begun to predominate. Later# birch and 
poplars appeared in large numbers~ The first really large tree seen was a 
huqh pine about one-half way up the portage. Then, more and more of them 
were seen up to the Pigeon River. Vegetation was dense all along the 
portage, but the trees ..,.re not thick enough to shut out sunlight. Evidence 
of old forest fires was noted {Ibid.). 

Many smaller plant species were noted. Buttercups~ and dark purple prunella 
constantly underfoot. Moet clearings were filled with tall, showy fLreweed. 
Cow parsnip was frequent with yellow and black-eyed daisiea less common. 
Blossoms of wild grapes were also observed au waa yarrow. Patches of wild 
strawberries were eeen in most clearings (Ibid). 

There were four places on the portaqe where detours had recently been made 
around large trees that had fallen acroe& the portage. Thia made Mr. Shirk 
uncertain to claim that they had followed the original portage from end to 
end~ He thou9ht that there was a possibility that detours could become 
permanent# though it was just aa probable that the trail could have gene 
back ta its original location once the fallen treea were qone. The portage 
soil was firmly packed from the thousands of feet that had walked over it. 
This made it identifiable even in 1922 (Ibid.). 

Nowdays, the portage was used by three or four white homesteaders who ~ived 
along it. A few local Indians used it to go to the Pigeon River area. In 
winter months< a few hunters and trappers travsraed it. Two canoes were 
seen at the Pigeon River. At the caecades of thie etream the forest on the 
Canadian aide had been denuded as far as the eye could aee. On the American 
aide, l099ers had cleared a space nearly a mile square. On the Pigeon River 
near Fort Charlotte wae a thick growth of pine, birches and poplars. Fort 
Charlotte itself was covered with brush, especially hazel brush and thorn 
apples. Mapa 1 and 19 show natural features and remnant maple groves. 

It must be noted that no mentions of wildlife alon9 the portage were found 
in traveler's narrativee. Perhaps most wildlife was frightened away hy the 
porta9ers. Aleo, it in probable that individuals on the portage focused 
closely on the weather, condition of the portage and other factors 
associated with thie experience. 
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Chapt•r 91 Arch.ological Re•aarch Along th• Grand Portage Trail and 
Jl.eco ... nda.tion• for FUture R••••rch Along It 

No systematic archeological inveatigations have been made on the Grand 
Portage "Trail;K they have been incidental and during the course of other 
explorations. E. Dewey Albinson and Alvan c. Eastman worked at the site of 
Fort Charlotte in July and Auguat of 1922 for the Minnesota Historical 
Society. Their accomplishmanta were remarkable and ~re done on a minimal 
budget under adverse conditions~ They produced a unique field map which is 
priceless and often reproduced. Another invaluable record was a large 
series of annotated phot09raphe and negatives. Theae materials are notable 
a.mon9 the Societyra records. It was my privilege to know Dewey Albinaon and 
to talk with him a.bout this great adventure of hi• youth. 

Initial underwater archeol09ical explorations were made at Fort Charlotte 
in 1961, 1963 and July, 1911 when divers of the Quetico-superior Underwater 
Research Project made brief visits to this location. More systematic 
explorations were made in July and OCtober, 1972 and June, 1973 by teams 
led by Douglas A. Birk for the ea.me organization, A general report on this 
work as well as a preliminary artifact description by Birk was published in 
(Robert c. Wheeler etal., ed., 1975, pp. 37, 39, 44, & BS-93). 

A proton magnetometer survey was made at Fort Charlotte in 1978 by Robert 
Nickel of the Midwest Archeological center, National Park Service, Lincoln, 
Nebraska. A report was written on the re•ulta. More detailed mapping was 
undertaken at the aite in 1979 and proton magnetometer investigations were 
alao continued by staff membere of the Center (Robert Huggins and John w. 
Weymouth, nA Magnetic Survey of Fort Charlotte, Grand Portage National 
Monument,• & Bruce A. Jones, "Historic Site Archeology at Fort Charlotte 
Grand Portage National Monument, Minnesota,~ 1980.) 

Fµ,ture Areh1ol09:I Along tbe Grand Portag1 

Well planned areh*Oloqieal investigatione at key locations along this 
po~tage have a great potential to furniah historical and interpretive data 
on its use over many centuries by American Indians, French and British 
traders as well aa American citizens. Thea• aites alao have an unmatched 
potential for on site interpretation and could be developed to encourage 
mo.re use of the portage and would enrich the visitor's experience. 

The 16 to 18 posee are the choice sites for initial archeolo9ical 
inves~igation with metal detectors. Thia technique ha• worked well to 
locate posse on the Savanna Po~ta9e in Aitkin County, Minnesota. Many of 
the posee on the Grand Portage will be found on both sides of the small 
streams crossing the portage. Potable water was eesential to cook the 
voyageur's lyed corn ration• and was needed for drinking especially if the 
weather was hot~ lnveeti9ations could also be made at the MnotchM where the 
portage passes throu9h a cleft in a diabase dike. other poaes may be 
situated after the route goes over steep hills, rou9h ground or wet, boggy 
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locatione. some of the more choice sites which once had grassy meadows 
would alao have been good cal\\pin9 araae, An obvious st&rt would be to 
select half a dozen aites along the portage with good camping locations and 
water sources; they could be swept with metal detectors and tested with 
small excavations. 

Another promisin9 area of investigation would be to ma.ke a careful 
collation of David Thompson's aurvey notes, from hi• three separate surveys 
of the Grand Portage. These could be indexed by distances along the 
portage, key 9eolo9ical or geographical features 1 and their place names as 
Ii.stud irt his notes~ This would lead to the elimination of some duplicate 
aitee and i.;ould point more apecifically to locations used for camping or 
poses. 

Still another obvioua line of future investigation would be to field a 
small survey team of perhaps three trained surveyors to make a re-survey 
of the portage from Thompson's field notes, and to make detailed maps, 
photographic records, etc. to permanently record the more notable features 
and courses of this hi9toric portage. It ia poasible that thia methodology 
could provide a large body of interpretive data for future use along the 
portage. An examination could also be made of the available aerial photo­
graphs which were little used during the preeent study. 

Investigations should be made in cooperation with the Grand Portage Band of 
Chippewa to locate the traditional Indian villages near the eastern end of 
Grand Portage Bay. This suggestion is made because this location appears to 
be the site of the prehistoric and early historic commencement of the Grand 
Portage. !t would have also been the site where hundreds of Indians from 
the northwestern tribes cam.pad when they ea.me to the Grand Portage Bay to 
trade with local Indians or French traders before the coming of British 
traders. 
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Chapt.ar 10 

Chapter 10: History of Land Use Along the Grand Portage Trail 

From about 1768 to 1805 British fur tradara controlled the land at the 
start of the Grand Portage. When they removed to Thunder Bay in British 
North America the land reverted to the local band of Chippewa Indians. From 
1836 into the 1840'• the American Fur Company operated a fishing station in 
the area east of the mouth of Grand Portage Creek. Many local men worked as 
fishermen or in packing fiah in barrels for shipment. In 1854 the Grand 
Porta9e band signed the Treaty With The Chippewa, 1854 ceding their lands 
along the north •hore of Lake Superior~ In return, the Pigeon Rivac 
Reservation was created for them (Charles J* Kappler, Indian Affairs. Laws 
and Treaties, vol. 2 1 1904, pp. 648-652). 

Gradually, governmental services in the form of annuity goods, foods$ and 
tools, were provided. A school was built, and effo~ts made to educate all 
who were willing to learn. Houses were built, and equipment provided for 
farming on the harsh, rocky terrain. In 1856, a village plat was surveyed 
and lots of 99 by 198 feet were •taked out. A lot was given to each Indian 
who would build a house on it. A warehouse was built near the beginning of 
the portage for etora9e of annuity good•. A wharf was also built nearby 
and the U.S. Indian Department essentially controlled the area up ~o c. 
1~40. Over the years, two sets of Indian Service structures were erected on 
or near the beginning of the portage (Woolworth & Woolworth, 1982, vol. 1, 
p. 190). 

By 1871 1 hopes thae farming would work had faded; fortunately, wild rice 
was plentiful and fishing was productive. Gradually, many of the Indian 
men found work as packers to carry food and equipment from the lake into 
Canad~an areas being explored for minerals. Others worked as lumberjacks 
in the woods or hunted, fished and trapped in the winter. In the early 
1880'& many local residents moved to Grand Marais for work on a large 
government harbor project. By 1900 logging on local foreste had develop­
ed. Many people now cut and •old timber from their allotments (Ibid 1 pp. 
193 & 198). 

The Dawes Act of 1887 authorized the allotment of reservation lands to 
individual Indians and tbe sale of non-allotted lands. An agreement bet­
ween the Grand Portaqe Band and the U.S. government in 1889 authorized 
this program for their reservation. Once lands had been surveyed and 
allotted to individuals, the surplus waa purchased by the federal 
government and opened to homestead entries. At Grand Portaqe, land 
allotments were made in 1896. At this date, the reservation consisted 
cf about 51,340 acree. Now~ 24,191 acres were allotted to qualified 
Indians and 16,041 acres were opened for to homestead entry. A amall 
amount of timber bearing land was sold to ~.v. Johnson, Grand Maraisr 
Minneeota and to D.J. Arpin, Grand Rapids, Minnesota. The Pigeon River 
Lumber c01r.pany 1o,1as formed in the fall of 1900 to log on this river and 
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continued to cut pine trees up to 1919 {Elinor Barr, Lumbering in the 
Pigeon River Watershed, Thunder Say Historical Museum Society Paper and 
Records, vol. 4, 1976, pp. 3-9 & tl$?int Report Opgn The sy,yey and oem­
ltkation Of Th! Boundary Between The Qnit@d statea And Cap~da, pp. 31-3, 
1931. 

In June, 1907t advertisements in local newapapers offered reservation 
timber to commercial firme. Dangerous forest fires swept down on Grand 
Portage village in 1908, destroying timber. By 1909 population had declined 
as many local resources were exhausted. Host land within Grand Portage 
village belonged to the local band~ Efforts at sub•istence farming were 
9radually abandoned. Homesteads were ma.de along the upper portions of the 
Grand Portage about 1912 and hopeful settlers beg•n to hack out clearings 
and to build houses (Ibid, pp. 198-199}# 

A few random notes from 1915-1916 ieeues of th• Cook County Herald, shed 
light on continued local une of the portage: 

May 16 1 1915. Jame& Morrison and family made 800 pounds of 
maple sugar on the 'Old Sugarbush Trail' a.bout halfway to 
Swampy Lake ... 

------------ Joe Fish•r with the government t•am took two 
canoes up to the Pigeon River. 

Hay 20r 1915. (Building a road to Port Arthur, Ontario.) 

July l~ 1915. Joe Hunter and Jerome Naganih finished brush­
ing out a new road along the lake shore to Godfrey Montfer­
rand' u houae. 

Auqust 26, 1915, (News of the first automobile over the new 
road to Port Arthur, Ontario.> 

December 16, !916. W.H. Foote from Port Arthur arrived in 
Grand Portage. Re had to ford the Pigeon River as there was 
no bridge across it. 

A local crisis developed when aettlers enroached on the Grand Portage. One 
of them even placed a "Road Cloeed" sign aero•• the portage c. 1921. A few 
local raaidenta contacted the Minnesota Historical society and asked ~or 
assistance to preserve the portage and the remains of Fort Charlotte. This 
aroused the interest of Dr. Solon J. Buck, superintendent of the Historical 
Society and led to the long term involvem&nt of this lnetitution at Grand 
Portage (Notes on Activities of the Minnesota Historical society at Fort 
Charlotte in 1922. Twenty-Secgn4 Biennial Re,go£t of the Minoesgtt Histor­
ictk Society, 1923;28-29) & Woolworth & Woolworth, vol. 1, p. ix, 1982}. 

In July, 1922, E.Dewey Albinson and Alvan C. Eastman, under the auspices of 
the Minnesota Historical Society, came to Grand Portage to explore tha 
portage and Fort Charlotte. Fortunately, these men prepared a detailed map 
of the aite. cacil W, Shirks f~eld secretary, Minnesota Historical Society, 
&lao visited the area and wrote a detailed account Qf his visit which is 
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summarized. The atart of the portage was eaay to find for its fir•t two 
miles had been cleared by local resident• in anticipation of a possible 
highway. Now, the route was a wagon road, being u•ed perhap• a dozen times 
a year. There was much evidence to show that the portage had been in 
continuous use for many years. As an example~ there were no tree stumps in 
the path. The ground was beaten and firm except where horses had gone 
through muddy spots {Cecil w. Shirk, "Report On Expedition To Grand 
Portage, July 10th, 1922,"}. 

Three or four settlers had hacked out small clearings in the brush along 
the route, The first clearing, about t..ro miles north of the village was 
that of c.c. Walker. Two milee farther, they crossed Hi9hway No. l which 
led to Fort William, Ontario. A second clearing wae a.bout one-half mile 
inland from the highway crossing. Three miles f«rther from the highway waa 
the clearing of A.O. McGrath. At each claim, from one to three acres had 
baen cleared and a cabin or shack erected (Ibid.), 

At thi• date, the ro~te wan u••d by the three or four homesteaders along 
~ts course, by local Indians going to the Pigeon River, and a few hunters 
or trappers in the winter. Two canoes were found near the upper end of the 
portage indicating that local peopla atill used a site above the rapids to 
launch them (Ibid.}. 

Archeoloqical work COIM'l8nced on the North West Company depot aite in 1936-
38 on land belon9in9 to the Grand Portage band of Chippewa Indiana. This 
led to the reconstruction of the. Great Hall and a stockade surrounding the 
depot. In 195$ this land and much of the portage was donated to the federal 
government and became the Grand Portage National Monument (Woolworth & 
Woolworth, vol. 1, 1982, pp. 225-226). 

In more recent years, the National Park Service historian Erwin N, Thompson 
has prepared a Mt.star Plan, 1973 for the monument which cites the basic 
object:.ives of "preserving an area containlng unique historical values;" 
"To recreate the historic scenei~ and "To interpret the role of the Grand 
Portage.u Monument superintendent Anthony L. Andersen wrote an :nterpret~ve 
Prospectus for the monumen~ in 1981 and 1n Environnmental Ageeesment in 
1986. National Park Service historian Ron Cockrell prepare an Admin­
istrative History for the monument in 1982 that was reviaed in 1983. 
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Chapter 11 

Grand Portage Mational Monument lies on the ru99ed north shore of Lake 
superior in extreme northeaatern Minneaota. It ie composed of a partially 
restored late 18th century fur trade depot; the unique Grand Portage 
"trail§; and Fort Charlotte on the Pigeon River. The ~Great carrying Place~ 
or Grand Portage originated in prehistoric times as a route around 
impassable chasms and rapid• in the lower Pigeon River. It led from a 
quiet, sheltered bay on Lake SuL)4rior for more than eight miles to the 
Pi9eon River~ This waterway waa the gateway to the fur rich region of Rainy 
Lake, the Lake of the Wooda, the Red River of the North, the Saskatchewan, 
and the Athabasca country. Several tri~es of Indiana lived in the region 
until the coming of French traders c. 1660 who controlled it until 1760. 
British traders dominated thie northern fur trade empire until they moved 
to the mouth of the Kaminietiquia River shortly after 1800. The new United 
States of Ameriea gradually took posueesion of the Grand Portage area in 
the nineteenth century. 

The Grand Portage ~trail~ iu the monument'B major historic resource, but 
until now there hae not been a comprehensive study to guide cultural 
resource preservation, natural resources management, and the interpretation 
of this uniqlle as•et. More reaearch and planning ia n$f!ded to provide 
specific data to guide future archeological research, historic 
preservation, and interpretive uses of the historic portage. Colleetively, 
this information can become portion& of a Trail Management Plan. 

The scope of Work for the present study outlines ten areaa of research 
whieh relate to the nature, uaea and hiatory of the Grand Portage from late 
pr•hietoric times into the ninteenth century. 

Centuries ago northern American Indians began the developtnent of their 
graceful portable birch bark canoes, Thie technological innovation opened 
the waterways of northern North America and associated forested lands to 
the American Indian. A cloaely related invention was the portage collar 
which was a broad leather etrap used to pack bag9a9e over a portage. stored 
food supplies ~re also eeeential to the survival of these Indians and an 
intagrated aspect of their lifeways. In the sprin9 they camped at maple 
sugar tree groves to collect and condense maple sap into maple sugar, a 
staple food source in the northern forested region~ Of equal importance was 
the processing and etorin9 of wild rice which provided another staple food 
supply for these Indian people• and the fur trader•. 

American Indians and fur traders re9arded a p<:1rta9e as a carrying place 
between water routes. Portages were distinguiahed from roads hy their 
relatively short distances and the porta9er'e need to carry their canoes 
and supplies with from one waterway to another (Vogel & Stanley, 1991, 
p.2). 

The history of the European fur trade and the exploration of the Nor~hweet 
does not accurately reflect the importance of portages in the develop:nent 
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of regional transportation systeme. Increasingly, scholars are comin9 to 
vtaw portages a• vital connecting links in a continent wide transportation 
system. They were major features in the historical geography of the fur 
trade. 

Portages developed inforn1ally and spontaneously as venacular landscapes and 
cult~ral landforms with recognizable attribute• auch as topo9raphy, 
vegetation, place namea, ColUYlp sites, and buried archeoloqical deposits 
(Vogel & Stanley, 1991, p. 12). 

There have been only a few minor etudiee of portagea ~• archeological 
eitee. Indeed, their study has scarcely begun. Moat portages of medium 
length had camps at their terminals. Often, there were camps at mid points 
where there were ereekll, permanent springs, or grassy areas. Every lon9 or 
difficult portage had poses or resting placee that served as reeting places 
for weary voyageurs and temporary collection points for portaged materials. 
Campe were often at their ends and mid pointa. 

Three key geographical features at the Grand Portage locality made it the 
best water route between the upper great lakes and the northwest. These 
W$re: (l} a aheltered bay on the north shore of Lake superior with level 
land for trading facilities; (2) a relatively easy portage around the 
impassable lower Pigeon River; and (3) the Pigeon River itself which was an 
excellent natural waterway leading to the Northwest (Woolworth, in: Where 
Two Worlds Meet, by Carolyn Gilman, 1982, p. 110). 

The Grand Portage lies well within the Canadian biotic province with a 
rugged, glaciated terrain, poor soils and a cool climate. The reqion had 
heavy stands of timber around lakes and atreams. Dominant tree species wera 
coniferoue, but a few localitiee had maple sugar groves. Fir, pine, spruce, 
tamarack, cedar, white birch and aspen were common species. 

Large animals were comparatively scarce~ Fish formed a more stable food 
reeource, but survival wae heavily dependent on the collection and 
preservation of wild foods such aa maple sugar and wild rice. Theee factors 
restricted Indian population 9rowth. 

Despite these drawback&, the Grand Portage eerved as a passage to the 
northwest for centuries into the prehistoric era~ The coming of Europeans 
and manufactured trade 9(:lode began an extensive fur trade era over the 
Grand Portage~ 

The recorded French fur trade over the portage be9an in August, 1731 when 
the great explorer, Pierre Gaultier de La Verendrye landed in Grand Porta9e 
Bay and aent men, canoes and trade goods to Rainy Lake. Th• La Verendrye 
family were aueceeded e. 1750 by Jamee Leqardeur, •ieur de St. Pierre. The 
last prominent French trader was the Chevalier de La Corne; French trade 
over the portage closed c. 1760. 

The British conquered Canada in 1759 and their merchants went rapidly into 
the upper great lakes region. By 1761, they were at the Grand Portage and 
went into the northwest. By 1767 they were wintering among Indian tribes 
and a fur trade rendezvous had begun at the Grand Portage. The British 
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trade grew swiftly; by 1775 large quantities of trade goods and supplies 
were taken to Grand Portage and aseociations of traders cooperated. A firm 
informally called the ~North west Company« developed by 1778 and was 
reorgani~ed in the mid 1780'e under shrewd financiers. Thie c01r1pany grew 
rapidly and within a few years dominated the fur trade of the northwest~ 
Around 17$5-1787 1 it erected a great inland fur trade depot near the 
western end of Grand Portage Bay. Diplomacy to end the American 
Revolutionary war gave the newly formed United States the area below the 
mouth of the Pigeon River. By 1802, the North West company had moved to the 
mou~h o! the Karninistiquia River in British North America. 

British and American attention on the Grand Portaqe renewed in the 1820'a 
with a number of detailed surveys made of the portage. The moat detailed 
work waa done by the British geographer, David Thompson. Comparable 
American surveys were also made. 

There are many portages and trails in the vicinity of Grand Portage Bay 
with most of them a•eociated with the local OjibWiill Indian food quest. Some 
of these routes are centuries old and a few of them are still in use as 
roada today. Most of them are depicted on Kap 19. 

The alignment of the Grand Portage appears to have been closely associated 
with geological forms alonq its route and has probably changed little since 
the late lSth century. Mo•t maps from the 1820'e onward qive the aame form 
to the portage. David Thompson made detailed courae records of at leaat ~wo 
of his measured surveys along thia portage. These notes can be used to 
study the route in detail today and for comparison with its course in the 
1820'•, and the earlier fur trade era. Little info:rmation is available 
concerning temporal or seasonal changes in the Grand Portage routes or 
alignments. 

A wealth of information is at hand concerning the European manufactured 
goods carried ove~ the Grand Portage for trade. In general ternis, these 
objects transformed Indian life, made it more productive and rewarding. The 
fur trade aluo introduced firearms and alchoholic liquors in great quantit­
ies. Liquor devastated many tribes and caused ~r$at hardships. Other 
imports such as cloth were substantial contributions to Indian life. 

Much space and effort has been devoted to providing detailed data on the 
physical and locational aepects of the portage. It appear& pointless to 
attempt to sumarize it here. Among the key features of the portage are its 
aeries of twenty eight place names which relat• mostly to water courses 
acroes the portages with a few of them beinq tied to probable pouea or camp 
sites. 

Much information concerning the native flora along the portage ie given in 
Chapter Eight. Moat of it deals with the listing of trlHI apecies observed 
along the portage by travelers. It would be rewarding to tabulate and 
compare this information in a chronological manner and also at different 
key points along the route. Some of this information mi~ht be u•eful in 
reatoring ve-getation in some areas alonq the portage. A study ehould be 
made of the relict maple groves used by the Grand Portaqe band of Ojibwa, 
Many of them are ehown on Map 19. 
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Only a very little archeological research has been done along the port­
age and moat of it relates to Fort Charlotte. There, many fur trade 
structures were mapped by Albinaon and Eastman in 1922. The site than 
lay untouched until the Quetico-Superior Underwater Research Project 
worked there off of Fort Charlotte in 1961, 1963, and 1971. National 
Park Service archeologiets began work at Fort Charlotte in 1978 with 
proton magnetometer surveys that ended in 1980. A small amount of 
archeological work was done by Alan R. Woolworth at the Southeast end 
of the portaga adjacent to Lake Superior in 1962 {~Archeological 
Excavations at Grand Portage National Monument in 1962." By Alan R. 
Woolworth, 1968). 

It ia probable that archeoloqical reeearch and tests along the portage 
would locate at least half a dozen poeee and a number of allied features 
such as temporary camps. Theae locations would have a great potential for 
on~aite-ineerpretation of the portage and would serve to encourage vis­
itation and to enrich the experiances of visitors. COmparatively little 
information is provided in Chapter Ten on the Hietory of Land Use along 
the Portage. Thia euOjece has been covered in detail for the fur trade 
era and well into the 19th century. The major resource for additional 
information on the use of the Grand Portage in the late 19th and early 
20th centuries lies in the Grand Maraia, Minnesota newspapers. Those 
can be readily examined by the monument historian or other staff member• 
in future winter months. 
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Map Drawn by Auchagah,a Cree Indian c. 1729 
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