














































































































































































































































































































































































































rear Elevation

SIGNIFICANCE
Building #515 is a Category 2 property.

It plays a historic role in the expansion of the
Island’s population between the wars associated
with the 16" Division. It is one of several institu-
tional buildings, such as the school (#301), the
theater (#330), and the Army YMCA (#324), built
during the same period as amenities to serve the
burgeoning, self-contained military community.

WHAT 1s IMPORTANT TO PRESERVE?

The exterior of Building #515 has retains most of its
original exterior materials and appearance.

Exterior elements of the building that should be
preserved include its overall design, scale, and form;
red brick walls; entrance pavilion with rusticated
pilasters and pediment; granite staircase with
limestone walls; wrought iron rails on porch and
stairs; blind arcades on first floor; and, two internal
courtyards.

Because of extensive renovations, there are no
interior elements that should be preserved.

Setting

Key PreSERVATION Issues

The overall design, scale and siting of the building
are important issues to address in any reuse or
redevelopment. The loss of integrity on the interior
of this building clears the way for substantial
alterations, although the interior courtyards should
be retained.

Care must be taken in placing additions on the
building to preserve the historic elevations from
both the Island side and the water side of the
structure.

LanDscare & SiTeE FEATURES

Building #515 is surrounded by concrete and asphalt
paving, which are non-historic. Mature trees are
located within grassy plots around the building,
which should be preserved and maintained.




Front Elevation

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Building #517 is a one-story frame structure at-
tached by an enclosed walkway to the south side of
Building #515. Irregular in plan, the building has
tongue and groove wood siding covered with
asbestos shingles. The intersecting gabled roof has
prominent eave brackets and is covered with asphalt
shingles. The six-over-six double-hung windows are
covered with storm sash.

Srre LocaTioN

The building is south of Building #515 and faces on
to Clayton Road.

Historic DEVELOPMENT

Building #517 was constructed ¢.1942. Built during
World War Il as a “temporary” medical clinic; the
building was later used as a dental clinic by the
Coast Guard.

SIGNIFICANCE

Building #517 is a category 3 property.

It is one of the few surviving temporary structures

from World War Il in the Governors Island Historic
District.

Buiping #517
Mebpicar CLINIC
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WHAT 15 IMPORTANT TO PRESERVE?

Building #517 may be demolished. It is substantially
original but was not intended to be permanent and
is generally not consistent with the large brick
structures around it.

Exterior Elements To Be Preserved: None
Interior Elements To Be Preserved: None
Key PreESErVATION ISSUES

There are no preservation issues associated with this
individual building. However, if it is demolished,
and new construction is planned for its site, care
must be taken to ensure that the new design is
compatible with the Post Hospital, Building #515.

Lanpscare AND SiTE FEATURES

Mature trees are located on grassy plots around the
building site should, to the extent possible, be
preserved and maintained.




Front Elevation

ARCHITECTURAL [DESCRIPTION

Building #550 is a U-shaped, three-story, brick Neo-
Georgian style building on a concrete foundation.
The central section faces Short Avenue, and the
wings face Clayton and Division Roads. It is con-
structed of reinforced concrete with a common-
bond, brick veneer. The first story is separated from
the upper floors by a limestone band course. A cast
stone course is also present above the third-floor
windows below the roofline. The intersecting gable
roofs have a relatively shallow pitch and are clad
with asphalt shingles. The entrance is located within
a projecting wing centered within the main facade. A
columned entrance porch supporting an iron
balustrade frames the paired panel and glass doors.
Two-story open galleries are present along the
courtyard facade. Windows are heavily ornamented.
First-floor windows are positioned within blind
arcades and have limestone keystones. Second- and
third-floor windows are set within squared openings
with limestone sills.

Srre LocarioN

The building is bounded by Short Avenue, Wheeler
Avenue, Division Road, and Clayton Road. It has
views of New Jersey, the Statue of Liberty, and
Manhattan. It is paired with Building #333 to create
flanking barracks buildings on either side of Build-

Bunping #550
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ing #400. It is located within the Building 400/
Division Road area, which is distinguished by a
relatively monumental series of three- and four-
story buildings built between 1926 and 1940. They
are orthogonal to each other and begin to establish a
regular grid of streets. All of the buildings in this
area were originally intended for barracks and
officers quarters. This is the most uniform and
regularized area of the Island, and has a “planned”
fee] to it. Open spaces are well defined by buildings,
as in front of Building #550, and flow from one to
another. Mature trees along many roadways contrib-
ute both to the regularity and scale of this part of the
district.

Hisroric DEVELOPMENT

Building #550 was constructed by the Construction
Division of the Office of the Quartermaster General
between 1938 and 1940, and was intended to be
paired with Building #333. The design and siting of
these buildings were outgrowths of McKim, Mead,
and White's earlier beautification and facilities
improvement plans for the Island. Its Neo-Georgian
details echo those found in Building #400 and other
structures built during the Island’s final building
campaign. It served as barracks for 375 soldiers of
the First Army of the United States, a unit that was
extremely important in World War I and World War
II. Part of the building was converted to office use




East Elevation

when it was turned over to the Second Service
Command. In 1966, the Coast Guard renovated the
building for classroom use. It was then converted for
use as the base clinic in 1994.

SIGNIFICANCE
Building 550 is a Category 2 property.

It is a manifestation of McKim, Mead, and White’s
plans for Island beautification and has close associa-
tions with the First Army of the United States.

Waar 15 IMPORTANT TO PRESERVE?

Significant exterior alterations to Building #550
include the addition of new steel and glass entry
structures on the east and courtyard facades, and the
enclosure of the brick arcade and porch on the south
side of the courtyard. Remodeling activity has
removed all visible historic fabric from the interior.
All windows are replacement, metal, six-over-six
double-hung sash. Gable-end pediments are covered
in stucco with lunettes.

Exterior elements of the building that should be
preserved include its scale and style; exterior brick
masonry; courtyard colonnades and arcades; lime-
stone entrance portico; blind window arches; lime-
stone band course and keystone; projecting pedi-
ments with brick piers; limestone and wood cor-
nices; and, Palladian windows and surrounds.

Partial Elevation Showing Recent Additions

There are no interior elements that should be
preserved.

KEey PRESERVATION ISSUES

The scale, style, and details of this building, along
with its siting, are important issues to address, as is
the original detailing, and open space surrounding
the building. Because of its relationship to Building
#400, any additions placed on the east side of the
building must take into consideration the association
with that building and its dominate design. Due to
site restrictions, there appears to be no opportunity
for additions on the north, south, or west sides of the
building.

LANDsCAPE & S1TE FEATURES

Building #550 is surrounded by concrete and asphalt
paving, which are non-historic. The mature trees
and grassy plots around the building. should be
preserved and maintained.




Front Elevation

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Building #555, built in 1938-40, is a three-and-one-
half story, rectangular-shaped Neo- Georgian style
structure, The building is constructed of red brick
laid in comumon band with simple Georgian Revival
detailing and cast stone accents at the entrance and
sills. It is organized into three sections with a
shallow projecting pavilion surmounted by a
pediment, which intersects the slate-covered hipped
roofs. The design and details are identical to Build-
ing #315.

Srre LocarioN

The building overlooks New York Harbor, and is
bordered by Short Avenue to the east, Clayton Road
to the north, and Division Road to the west.

Historic DEVELOPMENT

Building #555 was constructed in 1938-40 along with
Building #315, anchoring the two ends of Division
Road, as family housing for officers of the 16"
Regiment. Situated on landfill, it was part of the
unified beautification plan proposed in 1928 for
Governors Island by the architectural office of
McKim, Mead and White. Stylistically it is compat-
ible with other contemporary structures on the
Island.

BuiLping #555
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SIGNIFICANCE
Building #555 is a Category 2 property.

Designed by the prominent New York architectural
firm of McKim, Mead & White, Building #555 is
typical of the residential buildings built by the Army
in the 1930’s to accommodate the permanent mili-
tary community on the Island. This structure is
within the New York City Landmarks Preservation
Commission’s Governors Island Historic District. It
is included in the National Register for Historic
Places nomination, which dates from October 1984.

What is Important to Preserve?

Building #555 appears to have few alterations or
modernizations.

Exterior elements of the building that should be
preserved include it scale and design; brick ma-
sonry; cast stone door surrounds; pediments at
projecting pavilions; wood cornice; iron rails at
steps; leaded glass; and, transom above entry doors.

There are no interior elements that require preserva-
tion.




West Elevation ) Setting

KEY PrRESERVATION ISSUES

As with Building #315, the scale and design of this
building are important, as is the vistas to and from
the structure. Because of site constraints, there
appears to be no area suitable for additions.

LANDSCAPE & SITE FEATURES

Building #555 is surrounded by concrete and asphalt
paving which are non-historic. Mature trees are
located within grassy plots around the building,
which should be preserved and maintained.




Nolan Park

DESCRIPTION

Nolan Park, at the upper east corner of the Historic
District, was formed with the development of
quarters 1 through 10 on its east side, and quarters
14 through 20 on the west. The north end of the
Park is defined by building 25, and buildings 11 and
14 close the southern end. The Park is transected by
brick pedestrian walkways. Brick sidewalks also
line the edges of the Park open space and mature
trees. Included in the Park are several commemora-
tive markers and military artifacts, including an
account of the purchase of the island by Wouter Van
Twiller in 1637.

Colonel’s Row Green is a relatively small triangular,
parklike space between Hay Road and Clayton
Road. The are contains mature trees, grass, and
brick walkways.

SiTe LocaTioN

Nolan Park is located at the upper east corner of the
Island, between the west sides of buildings 1
through 10, and the east sides of buildings 16
through 20.

NOLAN PARk &~
Coroner’s Row Green

Site Location Map

Colonel’s Row Green is located southwest of Fort
Jay, in the southern third of the Historic District. It is
bounded on the northeast by quarters 403 through
410, and on the southwest by building 400. The
intersection of buildings 403 and 400 close its
southern end, but the northern end is open toward
Castle Williams,

SIGNIFICANCE

Nolan Park and Colonel’s Row Green are defined in
the New York City Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission Governors Island Historic District report,
dated June 18, 1996 as two of the “important land-
scape features (which) clearly reflect the island’s
development patterns and spatial relationships”.

Nolan Park was named for Major General Dennis E.
Nolan, who was Commander of the First Army from
1933 to 1936. It was simply referred to as “the
green” in nineteenth-century documents and
accounts. It provided a Park setting for the adminis-
tration buildings and officers’ quarters built around
“the green” throughout the 19th century. The Park’s
current configuration dates to at least the 1870s,
when it appeared in a ca. 1871 map of the island.

Nolan Park is a Category 2 property.
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Colonel’s Row Green Site Location

Colonel’s Row Green sits on landfill, just south of the
island’s original shoreline. It is thought to be work
carried out through the WPA during the late 1930s.

Coloner’s Row Green is a Category 2 property.
WHAT 18 IMPORTANT TO PRESERVE

The open spaces defined as Nolan Park and
Colonel’s Row Green are important to understand-
ing the evolution of development on the island. The
brick walkways and mature trees lining those
walkways are defining features, as is the uncluttered
lawn areas.




L
Fort Jay GRacis

Glacis extending from Ft. Jay

DESCRIPTION

A Glacis is defined as a slope extended in front of a
fortification in such a way that it can be swept by the
defenders’ fire. As originally developed, the Glacis
surrounding Ft. Jay extending to the shorelines of
the island on all sides. It is fairly uniform grass area
sightly sloping down from the Fort. The introduc-
tion of buildings during the 19th and 20th centuries
has interrupted the unimpeded access to the shore-
line, but the character of the feature remains, espe-
cially on the west and south sides of the Fort.

Si1te LocarioN

The Ft. Jay Glacis extends from the fortification
north to buildings 109 and 110, south to building
293, incorporating what was defined as the Parade
Ground, east to buildings 105 and Nolan Park, and
west to building 251 and buildings 403 through 410.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Ft. Jay Glacis (including what was defined as
the Parade Ground, was defined in the New York
City Landmarks Preservation Commission Gover-
nors Island Historic District report, dated June 18,
1996 as one of the “important landscape features
(which) clearly reflect the island’s development
patterns and spatial relationships”.

Site Location Map

The Glacis is a Category 2 property.
WHAT 1S IMPORTANT TO PRESERVE

The open space defined as the Ft. Jay Glacis is
important to understanding the evolution of devel-
opment on the island. The open lawn area is its
primary character defining feature.






