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Mission of the National Park Service
The National Park Service (NPS) preserves unimpaired the natural and cultural resources 
and values of the national park system for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this 
and future generations. The National Park Service cooperates with partners to extend the 
benefits of natural and cultural resource conservation and outdoor recreation throughout this 
country and the world.

The NPS core values are a framework in which the National Park Service accomplishes its 
mission. They express the manner in which, both individually and collectively, the National 
Park Service pursues its mission. The NPS core values are:

 · Shared stewardship: We share a commitment to resource stewardship with the global 
preservation community.

 · Excellence: We strive continually to learn and improve so that we may achieve the 
highest ideals of public service.

 · Integrity: We deal honestly and fairly with the public and one another.

 · Tradition: We are proud of it; we learn from it; we are not bound by it.

 · Respect: We embrace each other’s differences so that we may enrich the well-being 
of everyone.

The National Park Service is a bureau within the Department of the Interior. While numerous 
national park system units were created prior to 1916, it was not until August 25, 1916, that 
President Woodrow Wilson signed the National Park Service Organic Act formally establishing 
the National Park Service.

The national park system continues to grow and comprises more than 400 park units covering 
more than 84 million acres over every state, the District of Columbia, American Samoa, Guam, 
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. These units include, but are not limited to, national parks, 
monuments, battlefields, military parks, historical parks, historic sites, lakeshores, seashores, 
recreation areas, scenic rivers and trails, and the White House. The variety and diversity 
of park units throughout the nation require a strong commitment to resource stewardship 
and management to ensure both the protection and enjoyment of these resources for 
future generations.

The arrowhead was authorized as the 
official National Park Service emblem 

by the Secretary of the Interior on 
July 20, 1951. The sequoia tree and 

bison represent vegetation and wildlife, 
the mountains and water represent 

scenic and recreational values, and the 
arrowhead represents historical and 

archeological values.
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Introduction
Every unit of the national park system will have a foundational document to provide 
basic guidance for planning and management decisions—a foundation for planning and 
management. The core components of a foundation document include a brief description 
of the park as well as the park’s purpose, significance, fundamental resources and values, 
and interpretive themes. The foundation document also includes special mandates and 
administrative commitments, an assessment of planning and data needs that identifies planning 
issues, planning products to be developed, and the associated studies and data required for 
park planning. Along with the core components, the assessment provides a focus for park 
planning activities and establishes a baseline from which planning documents are developed.

A primary benefit of developing a foundation document is the opportunity to integrate and 
coordinate all kinds and levels of planning from a single, shared understanding of what is 
most important about the park. The process of developing a foundation document begins 
with gathering and integrating information about the park. Next, this information is refined 
and focused to determine what the most important attributes of the park are. The process 
of preparing a foundation document aids park managers, staff, and the public in identifying 
and clearly stating in one document the essential information that is necessary for park 
management to consider when determining future planning efforts, outlining key planning 
issues, and protecting resources and values that are integral to park purpose and identity.

While not included in this document, a park atlas is also part of a foundation project. 
The atlas is a series of maps compiled from available geographic information system 
(GIS) data on natural and cultural resources, visitor use patterns, facilities, and other 
topics. It serves as a GIS-based support tool for planning and park operations. The atlas is 
published as a (hard copy) paper product and as geospatial data for use in a web mapping 
environment. The park atlas for Honouliuli National Historic Site can be accessed online at: 
http://insideparkatlas.nps.gov/.

Jane Kurahara shakes President Obama’s hand before the designation of Honouliuli as a national park 
unit (2015). Courtesy of the White House (official photo), photo by Pete Souza.

http://insideparkatlas.nps.gov/
http://insideparkatlas.nps.gov/
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Terminology
Many different words have been used and continue to be used to describe the U.S. 
government’s wartime policies toward Japanese Americans and legal resident aliens of 
Japanese ancestry. Highly charged debates over words and terminology continue to reflect 
intense feelings and diverse perspectives about what occurred during World War II. To 
fulfill its responsibilities to the public, the National Park Service acknowledges the diversity 
of perspectives and opinions about the meaning and significance of this varied terminology 
and encourages education, reflection, and discussion about this aspect of American history.

In Hawai‘i, discussions have begun about terminology to describe the events, locations, 
and people who were forcibly detained and imprisoned during World War II. “Internment” 
and “detention” (and their derivatives: internment camp, internee, detention camp, and 
detainee) are the most frequently used terms. These words are generally accurate when used 
in the context of martial law, which was the legal mechanism for removing and imprisoning 
American citizens and resident aliens of Japanese and European ancestry in Hawai‘i. Martial 
law gave the military authority over the civilian population. This resulted in the closing of 
civilian courts and the establishment of military-run courts. Each incarcerated individual, 
whether an American citizen or foreign national, received a legal hearing first by a civilian 
court and then, if warranted, by a military review board. Those identified as enemy aliens, 
potentially dangerous, and suspected of disloyalty were interned.

During World War II, the Honouliuli site was referred to by various names in U.S. Army 
documents and consular reports. It was called “Camp Honouliuli,” “Internees Compound 
#6,” “Honouliuli Internment Camp,” “Alien Internment Camp,” and “Honouliuli Camp.” 
While the military interned both American citizens and civilians of Japanese and European 
ancestry at Honouliuli, the larger population was comprised of prisoners of war. According 
to the Convention of 1929 relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, 118 L.N.T.S. 343, 
entered into force June 19, 1931, prisoners of war were subject to “internment” and may 
“be interned in fenced camps.” The Geneva Convention of 1949 also used “internment” as 
the definition for incarcerating prisoners of war.

For the purposes of this foundation document, the National Park Service uses 
“internment” to describe the process by which civilians were removed and imprisoned in 
Hawai‘i. “Incarceration” is used when describing the mass removal and imprisonment on 
the mainland and to describe this process as a concept or series of events. This document 
also uses historically used terms, depending on the specific context and the sources 
used and cited.

We acknowledge that readers may not always agree with the use of certain words in 
specific contexts.

Administrative buildings at Honouliuli, Compound VI (c1945-1946). Courtesy of the Japanese Cultural 
Center of Hawai‘i / Hawai‘i Plantation Village collection.
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Part 1: Core Components
The core components of a foundation document include a brief description of the park, park 
purpose, significance statements, fundamental resources and values, and interpretive themes. 
These components are core because they typically do not change over time. Core components 
are expected to be used in future planning and management efforts.

Brief Description of the Park
On February 24, 2015, Honouliuli National Monument was established to preserve and protect 
123 acres of the original 160-acre Honouliuli Internment Camp where civilian internees and 
prisoners of war (POWs) were incarcerated during World War II. Constructed on the ‘Ewa Plain, 
Honouliuli is located within the deep gulch of the Honouliuli Stream, three miles northwest of 
Pearl Harbor. The unit was redesignated as Honouliuli National Historic Site in 2019.

The name Honouliuli (translated as “dark bay”) is derived from the traditional Hawaiian land 
division (ahupua‘a) within which the camp was constructed. The traditional history of the 
Hono‘uli‘uli ahupua‘a is one of hundreds of years of human habitation, with cultural sites and 
natural resources bearing significance to the Native Hawaiian community.

Western contact starting in the late 18th century led to land privatization and the introduction 
of an agricultural-based economy in Hawai‘i, including the proliferation of the sugarcane 
industry. Heralding vast ecological, demographic, and social changes, it was at the onset of the 
“sugar era” that much of the Hono‘uli‘uli ahupua‘a was converted into cane fields and contract 
workers from China, Japan, Korea, the Philippines, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Okinawa and other 
countries were recruited to work the fields. By World War II, approximately 37% of Hawai‘i’s 
population (159,000 people) could trace their ancestry to Japan.

The devastation following the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, led to the 
immediate declaration of martial law in Hawai‘i, granting the U.S. military civic authority until 
October 24, 1944. Among hundreds of orders issued, the FBI and U.S. military were extended 
authority to single out, interrogate, and detain civilians suspected of disloyalty to the United 
States. Nearly 2,000 individuals were arrested in the days and weeks to follow. Despite the 
suspicions and numerous rumors, the FBI, military intelligence, and police investigations 
found no sabotage or fifth-column activities were committed by Hawai‘i’s Japanese American 
populace. Those arrested were held at 16 ad hoc confinement sites established on six of the 
main Hawaiian Islands. Most of the detainees would be transferred to camps on the U.S. 
mainland until Honouliuli Internment Camp opened on March 2, 1943.

Barracks in the civilian internment area of Honouliuli, Compound V (c1945-1946). Courtesy of the Japanese 
Cultural Center / Japanese American Relocation & Internment: The Hawai‘i Experience Archival Collection. 
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Administrative area of Honouliuli, Compound VI (c1945-1946). Courtesy of the Japanese Cultural Center of 
Hawai‘i / Hawai‘i Plantation Village collection. 

In contrast to the mass incarceration of Japanese Americans on the U.S. West Coast under 
Executive Order 9066, arrests in Hawai‘i affected a smaller group of individuals, with business 
and religious leaders and educated individuals in the Japanese American community being 
targeted as well as a small number of civilians of European ancestry. Resistance from multi-
ethnic community coalitions, regulatory powers granted under martial law, and the need 
to maintain the island’s workforce were all reasons why mass incarceration did not occur. 
Because those affected were singled out and set apart from their communities, the social and 
psychological stigma they endured for being wrongfully accused was particularly devastating.

Honouliuli was the only camp in Hawai‘i sited and constructed with the express purpose of 
confining civilian internees during World War II. Containing seven compounds and situated 
amidst sugarcane fields, approximately 364 civilians were interned at Honouliuli until its 
closure in 1946. Honouliuli also became the largest prisoner of war camp in the Hawaiian 
Islands, holding approximately 4,000 Japanese, Korean, Italian, Okinawan, Filipino, and 
Taiwanese (Formosan) enemy soldiers, non-combatant laborers, and conscripts in compounds 
directly adjacent to the civilian internees. POWs came to Honouliuli bearing the emotional 
burden of their own struggles and losses, with their diverse impressions impacted by wartime 
political status, and daily experiences in and out of camp. Many POWs shared heritage or even 
familial ties with the ethnically diverse population of Hawai‘i, making interaction common.

After Honouliuli closed in 1946, the camp was dismantled and the history went largely 
unnoticed for many years. In 2002, volunteers from the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i 
learned of the camp and located remnants of it in Honouliuli Gulch, inspiring scholarship and 
awareness campaigns to bring these painful memories into the public eye. Today, Honouliuli 
National Historic Site serves as a place to reflect on wartime experiences and recommit 
ourselves to the pursuit of freedom and justice.
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Park Purpose
The purpose statement identifies the specific reason(s) for establishment of a particular 
park. The purpose statement for the Honouliuli National Historic Site was drafted through 
a careful analysis of its establishing presidential proclamation and legislation. The site was 
established as a national monument when the presidential proclamation was signed into law 
on February 24, 2015. It was redesignated as a national historic site on March 12, 2019 (see 
appendix A for the presidential proclamation and legislation for Honouliuli National Historic 
Site). The purpose statement lays the foundation for understanding what is most important 
about the park.

The purpose of Honouliuli national 
Historic site is to conserve and 

interpret the largest and longest-used 
World War II incarceration site in the 

Hawaiian Islands. The national historic site 
provides opportunities for public education 
about the World War II internment story 
in Hawai‘i, invites reflection on wartime 

experiences, and recommits us to the 
pursuit of freedom and justice.

Southernmost POW area, Compound VII (c1945-1946). Courtesy of the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i / 
Hawai‘i Plantation Village collection.
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Park Significance
Significance statements express why a park’s resources and values are important enough to 
merit designation as a unit of the national park system. These statements are linked to the 
purpose of the Honouliuli National Historic Site and are supported by data, research, and 
consensus. Statements of significance describe the distinctive nature of the park and why an 
area is important within a global, national, regional, and systemwide context. They focus on the 
most important resources and values that will assist in park planning and management.

The following significance statements have been identified for the Honouliuli National Historic 
Site (Please note that the sequence of the statements does not reflect the level of significance.)

1. Honouliuli Internment Camp. The Honouliuli Internment Camp was the largest 
and longest-used incarceration facility in Hawai‘i during World War II. Run by the U.S. 
Army, hundreds of civilian internees from Hawai‘i were co-located with thousands of 
prisoners of war from both the Pacific and European theaters. Set in an isolated gulch, 
the national historic site is in close proximity to Pearl Harbor, the catalyst to America’s 
involvement in World War II.

2. Internment in Hawai‘i. Public awareness of the incarceration of Japanese Americans 
and European Americans in Hawai’i during WWII is lesser known than the history of 
incarceration on the U.S. mainland. In bringing this history to the public eye, Honouliuli 
illustrates the government’s strategy to selectively target and detain civilians under 
martial law, as well as the crippling impact and stigma on those affected.

3. Martial Law. The United States government imposed martial law on Hawai‘i from 
December 7, 1941 to October 24, 1944. In terms of duration, and the total population 
and land area affected, this use of martial law is unprecedented in United States history 
and had a lasting social impact on the Hawaiian Islands.

4. Injustice. Honouliuli Internment Camp represents one of 17 known sites in Hawai‘i 
used to unjustly incarcerate people of Japanese and other ethnicities. It serves to remind 
us of the critical importance of safeguarding civil liberties and maintaining our national 
values during times of crisis.

5. Portal to World War II History on the 
Home Front and Abroad. Honouliuli 
National Historic Site serves as a portal 
to broader themes associated with 
World War II in Hawai‘i; including 
Japanese American military heroism, 
transnationalism, and community 
advocacy and activism. The legacy of this 
time period is reflected in thousands of 
personal stories that illustrate the diverse 
experiences, impacts, and perspectives 
of individuals and multi-ethnic 
communities.

6. Cultural Resources. Honouliuli 
National Historic Site contains rare 
archeological sites and cultural 
landscape features, contributing to 
the distinctive character of the former 
internment camp and exhibiting the 
many entwined layers of history and 
culture that encompass hundreds 
of years of human occupation at 
Honouliuli.

On site tours, historic photos are used to illustrate the World War II 
conditions (2016). NPS photo.
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Fundamental Resources and Values
Fundamental resources and values (FRVs) are those features, systems, processes, experiences, 
stories, scenes, sounds, smells, or other attributes determined to warrant primary consideration 
during planning and management processes because they are essential to achieving the purpose 
of the park and maintaining its significance. Fundamental resources and values are closely 
related to a park’s legislative purpose and are more specific than significance statements.

Fundamental resources and values help focus planning and management efforts on what is 
truly significant about the park. One of the most important responsibilities of NPS managers 
is to ensure the conservation and public enjoyment of those qualities that are essential 
(fundamental) to achieving the purpose of the park and maintaining its significance. If 
fundamental resources and values are allowed to deteriorate, the park purpose and/or 
significance could be jeopardized.

The following fundamental resources and values have been identified for the Honouliuli 
National Historic Site:

 · Environmental Conditions and Geographic Context. Honouliuli’s location in a 
deep gulch with severe environmental conditions reinforced a sense of isolation for 
the prisoners and kept the camp hidden from public view. Views from the gulch rim 
across agricultural land to Pearl Harbor and Honolulu provide thought-provoking 
geographical context.

 · Public Understanding, Education, and Involvement. Honouliuli National 
Historic Site provides opportunities to expand national awareness on incarceration, 
discrimination, and civil rights violations during World War II through community 
engagement and consultation, interpretation, educational programming, and outreach. 
Educational and resource stewardship partnerships with stakeholder organizations and 
institutions such as the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i, Pacific Historic Parks, and 
the University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu further the reach of Honouliuli National Historic 
Site's important lessons.

Interpretive presentation on the mess hall slab (2016). NPS photo.
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 · Cultural Landscape and Archeological Features. The cultural landscape 
encompasses the Honouliuli Gulch, surrounding agricultural fields, and intact features, 
biocultural and natural resources that illustrate the composition of the Honouliuli 
Internment Camp and its pre-contact history. Archeological features reveal hundreds of 
years of human activity in the broader context of the Hono‘uli‘uli ahupua‘a, spanning 
eras from early Native Hawaiians to sugarcane cultivation and World War II. Features 
within the national historic site boundary include, but are not limited to, guard tower 
footings, mess hall foundations, inscriptions in concrete, irrigation systems, native and 
World War II-era vegetation, rock walls, and historic roads.

 · Personal Stories, Museum Collections, Archives, Documents, and Inventories. 
Collections from Honouliuli National Historic Site, NPS partners, and other groups 
include first- and second-hand oral histories, museum objects, historical photographs, 
archeological artifacts, and archival records associated with the Honouliuli Internment 
Camp, military government, and other confinement sites in Hawai‘i. These materials 
provide important insight and information about diverse wartime experiences in 
Hawai‘i for both research and reflection.

 · Cultural Traditions and Values. Cultural values, practices, and identities influenced 
the ways in which internees, prisoners of war, and military personnel experienced life at 
Honouliuli. These traditions often took the form of handcrafted artwork, songs, poetry 
and writing, and everyday items made from accessible materials. Cultural traditions, 
such as the annual Obon festival, the giving and exchanging of omiyage (gifts), 
expressing gratitude, and caring for one another were important aspects of life in camp. 
Values of reciprocity, respect, and perseverance helped some endure imprisonment and 
prepare for the end of the war.

Obon ceremony to celebrate the finding of a taiko drum used at Honouliuli in 1944 (2017). NPS photo.
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Interpretive Themes
Interpretive themes are often described as the key stories or concepts that visitors should 
understand after visiting a park—they define the most important ideas or concepts 
communicated to visitors about a park unit. Themes are derived from, and should reflect, park 
purpose, significance, resources, and values. The set of interpretive themes is complete when it 
provides the structure necessary for park staff to develop opportunities for visitors to explore 
and relate to all park significance statements and fundamental resources and values.

Interpretive themes are an organizational tool that reveal and clarify meaning, concepts, 
contexts, and values represented by park resources. Sound themes are accurate and reflect 
current scholarship and science. They encourage exploration of the context in which events 
or natural processes occurred and the effects of those events and processes. Interpretive 
themes go beyond a mere description of the event or process to foster multiple opportunities 
to experience and consider the park and its resources. These themes help explain why a park 
story is relevant to people who may otherwise be unaware of connections they have to an 
event, time, or place associated with the park.

The following interpretive themes have been identified for the Honouliuli National Historic Site:

 · The bombing of Pearl Harbor by Japan intensified public fear, hysteria, prejudice, and 
racism, which ultimately resulted in the unjust incarceration of people of Japanese and 
other ancestries throughout the Hawaiian Islands.

 · Implementation of martial law began in the minutes after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor; in the three years that followed, military control spread over nearly every 
facet of civilian life, dividing an already wounded community and resulting in the 
institutionalization of fear and mistrust.

 · The realities of wartime in Hawai‘i tested the nature of community, civilian-military 
relationships, family, patriotism and identity—catalyzing moments of courage, 
sacrifice, resilience, advocacy, and ganbate (translated from Japanese as “do your best” 
or “work hard”).

 · Honouliuli is a place to reflect upon the guarantees of the United States Constitution 
and American democratic principles of justice and equality; it is a powerful reminder 
of our shared responsibility to avoid fearmongering and the rationalization of systemic 
discrimination in times of crisis.

 · Honouliuli’s rugged “natural prison” created by the physical geography of the 
Honouliuli Gulch was Hawai‘i’s largest POW camp—thousands of soldiers, conscripted 
laborers, and refugees from Japan, Okinawa, Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, and Italy 
were held in compounds adjacent to civilian internees. Given the shared heritage of 
many POWs and the local population, their experiences in Hawai‘i and the Pacific 
provide an opportunity for meaningful reflection on the effects of war on transnational 
communities, as well as the wide-ranging impacts and tragedies of war on both sides of 
the battlefield.

 · The name Honouliuli is derived from the traditional Hawaiian land division (ahupua‘a) 
within which the camp was constructed. The prewar history of the Hono‘uli‘uli 
ahupua‘a spans hundreds of years of human habitation and provides a vantage point 
from which to view the impacts of the introduction of an agricultural-based economy, 
land privatization, and the legacy of the U.S. military presence in Hawai‘i.
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Part 2: Dynamic Components
The dynamic components of a foundation document include special mandates and 
administrative commitments and an assessment of planning and data needs. These components 
are dynamic because they will change over time. New special mandates can be established and 
new administrative commitments made. As conditions and trends of fundamental resources 
and values change over time, the analysis of planning and data needs will need to be revisited 
and revised, along with key issues. Therefore, this part of the foundation document will be 
updated accordingly.

Special Mandates and Administrative Commitments
Many management decisions for a park unit are directed or influenced by special mandates and 
administrative commitments with other federal agencies, state and local governments, utility 
companies, partnering organizations, and other entities. Special mandates are requirements 
specific to a park that must be fulfilled. Mandates can be expressed in enabling legislation, 
in separate legislation following the establishment of the park, or through a judicial process. 
They may expand on park purpose or introduce elements unrelated to the purpose of the 
park. Administrative commitments are, in general, agreements that have been reached through 
formal, documented processes, often through memorandums of agreement. Examples include 
easements, rights-of-way, arrangements for emergency service responses, etc. Special mandates 
and administrative commitments can support, in many cases, a network of partnerships 
that help fulfill the objectives of the park and facilitate working relationships with other 
organizations. They are an essential component of managing and planning for the Honouliuli 
National Historic Site.

For more information about the existing special mandates and administrative commitments for 
Honouliuli National Historic Site, please see appendix C.

Assessment of Planning and Data Needs
Once the core components of part 1 of the foundation document have been identified, 
it is important to gather and evaluate existing information about the park’s fundamental 
resources and values, and develop a full assessment of the park’s planning and data needs. The 
assessment of planning and data needs section presents planning issues, the planning projects 
that will address these issues, and the associated information requirements for planning, such 
as resource inventories and data collection, including GIS data.

There are three sections in the assessment of planning and data needs:

1. analysis of fundamental resources and values (see appendix B)

2. identification of key issues and associated planning and data needs

3. identification of planning and data needs (including spatial mapping 
activities or GIS maps)

The analysis of fundamental resources and values and identification of key issues leads up to 
and supports the identification of planning and data collection needs.

Analysis of Fundamental Resources and Values
The fundamental resource or value analysis table includes current conditions, potential threats 
and opportunities, planning and data needs, and selected laws and NPS policies related to 
management of the identified resource or value. Please see appendix B for the analysis of 
fundamental resources and values.
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Identification of Key Issues and Associated Planning and Data Needs
This section considers key issues to be addressed in planning and management and therefore 
takes a broader view over the primary focus of part 1. A key issue focuses on a question that is 
important for a park. Key issues often raise questions regarding park purpose and significance 
and fundamental resources and values. For example, a key issue may pertain to the potential for a 
fundamental resource or value in a park to be detrimentally affected by discretionary management 
decisions. A key issue may also address crucial questions that are not directly related to purpose and 
significance, but which still affect them indirectly. Usually, a key issue is one that a future planning 
effort or data collection needs to address and requires a decision by NPS managers.

The following are key issues for the Honouliuli National Historic Site and the associated 
planning and data needs to address them:

 · Lack of Comprehensive Guidance or Direction. The establishment of the Honouliuli 
National Historic Site in 2015 makes it one of the national park system’s newest units. 
As such, there is no existing, short-term or long-term guidance for its management. The 
National Park Service has been working with community stakeholders and partners to 
identify immediate needs; however, comprehensive planning and management guidance 
is needed to ensure that the national historic site’s interrelated issues are addressed in an 
integrated and sustainable manner. 

Establishing comprehensive guidance will enable NPS managers and partners to forge a 
cohesive vision for visitor use and experience and strategically orient subsequent planning tasks 
around realizing this vision. Fundamental questions to be answered include: How will visitors 
access and move through the site? What areas and historic features could visitors experience to 
learn about the history of Honouliuli? What restrictions, if any, might be appropriate within the 
context of Honouliuli’s physical setting? What types of on-site learning opportunities will be 
provided? And, how can on-site learning opportunities be supported by off-site opportunities 
offered by partner organizations and institutions? Answering these questions is integral to 
directing the overall goals of other resource management activities, as it will inform which 
specific features are to be maintained, rehabilitated, restored, or reconstructed as part of this 
overall interpretive vision. Moreover, confirmation of where visitor use areas will be located is 
prerequisite to determining the areas in which more intensive vegetation management regimes 
will need to occur and which strategies are appropriate and feasible within each respective area. 

Also key to comprehensive guidance is the ability to determine appropriate levels and 
general locations for visitor and operational facilities. At present, visitor facilities are 
lacking, with the exception of a preexisting paved access road that enters the national 
historic site through private (and restricted) property and a sporadically maintained access 
trail. An integrated, collaborative planning process for the national historic site would 
consider whether new development is necessary and beneficial, and correspondingly, what 
types of development are appropriate for operations. This could include pedestrian trails, 
formalized parking areas, a visitor center, and other facilities.

Since the national historic site’s establishment, NPS staff at nearby Pearl Harbor National 
Memorial have taken on management and operational responsibilities for Honouliuli and 
helped to initiate operations for the startup of the national historic site. While having Pearl 
Harbor National Memorial staff to support Honouliuli has been helpful, it has also resulted 
in significant strain on the staff capacity to meet the needs of two units. Although the national 
historic site’s initial start-up base funding has provided opportunities for necessary baseline 
data collection projects to occur, the long-term use of base funding needs to be planned in 
association with the national historic site’s long-term management goals. Ensuring funds are 
utilized efficiently will require determining how to expend and prioritize available funds as 
staffing needs increase, as well as where partners can make a valuable contribution to national 
historic site operations. Establishing guidance on roles and responsibilities relative to Pearl 
Harbor National Memorial's contributions to Honouliuli must also be framed within the 
overall vision and planning trajectory of the new national historic site. 

 - Associated high-priority planning needs: Unit management plan, strategic plan, 
partnership strategy
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 · Access and Mobility. Access to the Honouliuli National Historic Site is inconsistent and 
hinders the ability of the National Park Service to allow for consistent public visitation. 
The national historic site is surrounded by private land owned by Monsanto (east) and 
the University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu (west), both of whom maintain security checkpoints 
and regulatory procedures for entry through their properties. NPS access through these 
landholdings is facilitated through right-of-entry agreements that outline terms, conditions, 
and limitations to entry. Obligation to comply with right-of-entry agreements in addition to 
poor road conditions has complicated access to the site and been a source of frustration for 
many community members and visitors to O‘ahu who wish to visit the national historic site 
on short notice.

Under existing circumstances, a paved entry route through Monsanto’s property provides 
the only means of vehicular access into the gulch. Entry through Monsanto property was 
granted as a form of temporary administrative access to the national historic site in the 
planning phase and was never intended to be a permanent or primary route for NPS staff or 
visitors. As outlined in the right-of-entry agreement, the National Park Service is authorized 
to enter six times a month for administrative purposes, with a 5-day notification period 
prior to each entry. NPS staff therefore reserves Monsanto entries for law enforcement 
operations, occasional maintenance workdays, and other visits that require hauling and/
or equipment transport. This paved access road is shared with the Board of Water Supply, 
which owns three inholding properties within the national historic site boundary and 
maintains an appurtenant easement for access that will continue after the national historic 
site is open for public visitation in the future.

The long-term vision for staff and visitor entry to Honouliuli is via the western national 
historic site boundary through land owned by the University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu. 
Entry from the west involves traversing nearly two miles of unimproved agricultural 
roads owned by the university and shared by tenant ranchers and farmers. Although entry 
through university property is not subject to limitation on the number of monthly entries, 
all entries must be coordinated in advance with tenant ranchers and farmers, and poor 
road conditions can make entry impossible in the days following heavy rain. Furthermore, 
the western access route does not facilitate direct vehicular entry into the gulch; rather, it 
leads to an access trail (one-half mile) that is impassible to vehicles in its present condition 
and unsuitable for public entry because of heavy erosion, exposed barbed wire, and 
frequent overgrowth of grasses up to 8 feet in height. Solving these access challenges will 
require both interim and long-term solutions and should be espoused within an overall 
vision for future visitor access and use. Analyzing various access scenarios will require 
close coordination with the University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu and state transportation 
planning agencies. 

In addition to limitations and restrictions on vehicular access, there are no established trails 
or routes within the national historic site itself, and heavy vegetation, extensive ranching-
era barbed wire fencing, and steep topography make accessing many areas of the site both 
complicated and hazardous. Limited maintenance staff support and the rapid regeneration 
rates of the vegetation—up to one foot a week in ideal conditions—have made efforts to 
maintain even small stretches of trail both tedious and unsustainable. However, aerial 
imagery of Honouliuli indicates that many of the historic roadbeds that once spanned 
the former camp are still discernible, presenting an opportunity for future restoration of 
a trail network as staffing capacity increases. Accordingly, the National Park Service has 
contracted for archeological documentation of primary historic roads and historic site 
pathways in 2018–2019; once completed, these data will provide the needed baseline data 
for determining how and where more substantial improvements could be made. 

 - Associated high-priority planning and data needs: Unit management plan, transportation 
and access plan, road conditions survey
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 · Cultural Resource Information and Management. The National Park Service does not 
yet fully understand the scope of significant cultural resources and associated management 
needs at the national historic site. Cultural resources at the national historic site have been 
studied and defined in the form of a National Register of Historic Places nomination 
(2012); however, the full scope of information used to create the nomination and other 
corresponding field reports are in the process of being received, and it cannot yet be 
determined how much of this information will assist in management. There are also gaps 
and discrepancies in existing data that must be overcome for other planning initiatives 
and on-site projects to be authorized, including inaccurate GPS data and inconsistency in 
resource documentation and significance determinations. Having baseline information 
about the cultural resources of the national historic site organized and available to agency 
staff, would greatly assist the National Park Service in establishing clear objectives for 
resource preservation and protection. 

A key related concern is the scope of threats facing several significant cultural resources. 
Heavy vegetation overgrowth, erosion, sedimentation, and other factors have led to 
spalling of cement in historic features, destabilization of structural elements, and general 
deterioration of many archeological features. Incomplete resource inventories and lack of 
knowledge about cultural landscapes limits the means by which the National Park Service 
can complete compliance and clear and work around these features. The established nature 
of vegetative communities at the site makes vegetation and sediment removal extraordinarily 
labor intensive. All cyclic resource maintenance work undertaken at Honouliuli at present 
is via volunteer labor and occasional maintenance support from Pearl Harbor National 
Memorial, with methods implemented being short-term remedies, not sustainable long-
term solutions that will ensure resource perpetuity.

There is also a vital need for primary and secondary-source research on Honouliuli, as the 
National Park Service has only a limited understanding of various historical aspects of the site. 
Although local organizations and institutions have done tremendous work collecting historical 
information on internment archival documents, secondary-source publications, artifacts, 
and oral histories, there is considerably less information available on the prisoners of war at 
Honouliuli who comprised the majority of incarcerees and were housed in five of the seven 
camp compounds in the confines of the gulch. Correspondingly, there are no oral histories 
and a limited amount of information available on the former camp’s military overseers. 
Undertaking directed research and engaging with local stakeholders and community members 
to better understand the scope and types of information available, identify research gaps, 
network with international agencies, and proactively work to gather and develop knowledge 
on all facets of Honouliuli’s history will be critical, particularly for time-sensitive oral histories. 

 - Associated high-priority data needs: Cultural resources stewardship assessment, 
archeological overview and assessment, oral histories

Inscribed guard tower footings at Honouliuli (2015). NPS photo.
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Artifacts discovered around the shower building foundation at Honouliuli (2012). Courtesy of Jeff Burton.

 · Interpretation and Public Engagement. There is tremendous public interest in stories 
associated with Honouliuli National Historic Site, particularly by those with a direct 
connection to the history. Local stakeholders and community members are eager to 
participate in dialogue about the national historic site's history and its future, and a strategic 
process to sustain this momentum and engage with the public is needed. Even while 
planning for Honouliuli is ongoing and access to the site may be limited, other creative 
strategies could be employed as an interim measure to increase accessibility to Honouliuli’s 
stories. Opportunities include an improved online presence and the development of web-
based or virtual programs that will help create educational opportunities and foster interest 
during the national historic site’s planning process. Engagement with the community 
through events and more frequent tours could also be an opportunity if more staff were 
hired and designated to oversee this. 

The capacity of the National Park Service to create public engagement opportunities would 
be greatly increased through the establishment of longer-term comprehensive guidance or 
a cohesive vision to shape interpretive efforts. As it stands, NPS staff engages in interpretive 
activities sporadically, mostly through occasional volunteer programs or specific requests 
for information. As national historic site planning moves forward, there will be the need to 
determine what types and levels of interpretive programming will be offered by the National 
Park Service, what staff will be needed to support this program, and how the National 
Park Service can best work with partners to connect the national historic site to the 
public. Correspondingly, interpretation guidance will help determine how exhibitions and 
educational materials could support the educational mission of the National Park Service at 
Honouliuli and provide a range of immersive experiences for various visitor groups. 

 - Associated high-priority planning and data needs: Unit management plan, 
comprehensive interpretive plan, partnership strategy, oral histories
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 · Partnerships. There is great potential for partnerships with local, national, and 
international stakeholders to help facilitate future interpretive programs and visitor services, 
as well as to aid in resource management. At present, the lack of a long-term plan for the 
site coupled with limited staff capacity to establish or fully engage partnerships has been 
a barrier to taking full advantage of these opportunities. This has led to circumstances 
that are frustrating to some stakeholders who are eager to take on mutually beneficial 
projects in planning and interpretation. For example, in 2015 the National Park Service 
entered into a cooperative agreement with the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i that 
outlines a foundational framework for collaboration on national historic site interpretation 
and education; however, the opportunities outlined in this agreement have been largely 
unrealized to date. Although the National Park Service participates in occasional Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawai‘i-led national historic site tours and collaborates with staff and 
volunteers on planning initiatives, there is still great potential to work more closely together 
to streamline and improve efforts.

Another potential partnership involves the University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu, located 
directly adjacent to the national historic site. Faculty and staff have expressed great interest 
in working more closely with the national historic site as planning progresses; however, the 
form that a partnership with the University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu could take in the future 
has not yet been formally discussed. The potential exists to eventually establish collaborative 
programming, diversified opportunities for student/faculty involvement, or even to engage 
in facilities projects that would benefit both university and national historic site operations. 
The development of strategic and long-term guidance on how the national historic site will 
be managed and developed will aid the National Park Service in being able to benefit from 
the university’s staff, students, and technical expertise, and in turn, provide students with 
unique engagement opportunities. 

Another key partnership issue is the question of how Pacific Historic Parks, cooperating 
association and fundraising friends group partner of Pearl Harbor National Memorial 
and Honouliuli National Historic Site, will work with the National Park Service to support 
Honouliuli’s mission. Currently, Pacific Historic Parks provides limited financial support to 
the national historic site for research and one part-time staff member; however, a strategic 
process to discuss integrated long-term planning and management will be critically needed 
as a vision for the national historic site develops and associated tasks are defined. 

 - Associated high-priority planning needs: Partnership strategy, unit management plan

 · Safety. There are many conditions and issues at Honouliuli National Historic Site that 
potentially threaten the safety of employees, visitors, volunteers, and the public. One 
of the primary concerns is the lack of consistent cellular and radio communications, 
which prevents staff and volunteers from being able to maintain consistent contact with 
Pearl Harbor National Memorial rangers or other emergency responders. Coupled with 
unreliable communications are a number of risk factors at Honouliuli that increase the 
probable likelihood of accident or injury. The gulch maintains a hot, humid microclimate 
with little airflow, and the risk of dehydration and heat exhaustion is considerable. Those 
working in the gulch must traverse terrain that is heavily overgrown and contains open 
pits, eroded embankments, and obstacles such as rocks or structural features, many of 
which are hidden by thick vegetation. Debris at the site is often infested with wasps and 
other stinging insects, and feral pigs are increasingly observed, making risk of animal 
attack a possibility as well. 
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Other risk factors at Honouliuli include limited knowledge of flow regimes within the 
Honouliuli stream, which runs throughout the national historic site, and a corresponding 
lack of understanding of the current flood risk. During the camp-era, portions of the 
creek were channelized, and there are several areas where culverts direct water under the 
paved road. The capacity of these culverts to manage sustained heightened flows could 
lead to flooding in certain areas. There is also the presence of three Board of Water Supply 
pumping and chlorination systems at the base of the gulch that contain flammable gas tanks 
and hazardous materials. Although contained within gated properties, an explosion would 
impact a much larger area and lead to flooding. There is a need to acquire additional risk 
information and plans in place by the Board of Water Supply (if available), as well as to 
generally coordinate with them more closely on safety-related matters. 

Another safety issue is the lack of adequate emergency evacuation routes and access into the 
gulch for emergency responders. At present, there is only one road that provides consistent 
vehicular access into the site from the east and could serve as a clear escape route in the 
event of an emergency. Establishing at least one additional route out of the western side of 
the gulch has been recommended; however, this would require funding and maintenance 
staff members that the national historic site does not currently have available. Furthermore, 
the need to coordinate more closely with local responders and schedule annual or bi-annual 
site walk-throughs or emergency dry runs is increasingly apparent. 

 - Associated high-priority planning and data needs: Safety plan, physical security assessment

 · Wildland Fire Risk and Management. The thick vegetation, topography, and location 
of the national historic site expose natural and cultural resources to a significant threat of 
human-caused wildland fire. Although many of the surrounding fields are irrigated and 
managed for agricultural crops, the Honouliuli Gulch itself provides a path of continuous 
vegetation from the Interstate Highway (H1) immediately downstream of the national 
historic site. Populations and encampments of homeless people surrounding the national 
historic site and throughout west O‘ahu, coupled with the proximity of Honouliuli Gulch to 
the city of Waipahu and the shelter provided by the H1 bridge, provide a possible ignition 
source for the seasonally dry vegetation existing within the gulch and in direct alignment 
with the national historic site. In 2018, a lightning strike north of Honouliuli ignited a 
fire, which eventually entered the national historic site boundary and burned 11 acres in 
compound I. There were two other wildfires in 2017 that burned in close proximity to 
Honouliuli, one of which required evacuation of NPS staff members working on-site. 

The predominant invasive species of guinea grass (understory) and haole koa (overstory) 
occupy all areas of the national historic site, but are especially abundant in the dry areas of 
the gulch between the riparian zone and the surrounding agricultural lands. This is the area 
most susceptible to wildfire ignition and capable of supporting fire spread. The guinea grass 
within the site grows in clumps 4–8 feet high and creates a continuous fuel bed throughout 
the national historic site. 

Traditional fuels treatments will be difficult to maintain because of the established nature 
of the vegetation and year-round growing season of the site, as well as the rapid rate at 
which the site reverts to untreated conditions following clearing. Although Honouliuli 
established a basic Wildfire Emergency Response Plan in 2016, the national historic site 
will need to develop comprehensive fire management guidance, identify staffing needs and 
funding opportunities to implement fuel reduction initiatives, and coordinate further with 
the fire department and adjacent landowners to streamline notification, response, and 
suppression protocols. Furthermore, additional coordination with responders to ensure that 
minimal impact suppression tactics are employed in areas containing sensitive resources 
will be needed. 

 - Associated high-priority planning needs: Vegetation management plan, safety plan
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Volunteers and partners help clear vegetation along a historic road 
bed at Honouliuli (2016). NPS photo.

 · Natural Resources. As a new unit of 
the national park system, Honouliuli 
National Historic Site will need to 
collect baseline data on the scope of 
natural resources within the national 
historic site and establish guidance 
on how to sustainably manage the 
natural environment in the gulch. In 
its current condition, the national 
historic site is overgrown, with thick 
guinea grass and other invasive 
vegetation species that are drought-
resistant and rapidly regenerate when 
cut. Erosion is also evident within 
the national historic site, particularly 
on the western gulch wall and in the 
northern compounds, which are 
transected by an elaborate system 
of historic irrigation flumes. The 
accumulation of overburden within 
this system has led to cracking and 
destabilization, and in other areas, 
root structures are causing the 
cement of historic features to spall. In 
addition to putting resources at risk, 
overgrown and eroded conditions 
at the national historic site inhibit 
accessibility and create safety issues. 

In an effort to sustain national historic site access and keep a few key cultural resources 
visible for occasional public tours facilitated by the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i, 
the National Park Service has written an interim vegetation management plan that 
defines clearing protocols in a limited number of areas. Clearing protocols, however, are 
extraordinarily labor-intensive and thus far have only been minimally effective, as rapid 
rates of vegetation growth and overburden accumulation quickly erase hours of long, 
hard, labor. Expert recommendations and procedures for vegetation management are 
needed for operational efficiency, to avoid additional damage to cultural resources and 
minimize adverse environmental impacts, and to ensure that clearing does not instigate 
further erosion. 

Corresponding to erosion, there is also a general need to better understand fluvial processes 
within the national historic site and how the release of water from local reservoirs is 
impacting sedimentation and flow regimes within the Honouliuli Stream. At present, the 
risk of flooding or the water level variability of the Honouliuli Stream is entirely unknown, 
and there is limited data on water quality and soils within the national historic site. 

Another key natural resource issue is a need for guidance on how to manage pest 
populations such as ungulates. Feral pigs are frequently sighted within the national 
historic site and rooting pits are discovered on a regular basis. Not only is there concern 
over impacts to cultural resources, but feral pigs could present a safety hazard to staff and 
national historic site visitors. Potential future solutions could include pig fences or traps, 
as well as working in partnership with adjacent property owners to engage in mutually 
beneficial and integrated pest control programs. Also, cane spiders and stinging insects such 
as wasps and hornets are located throughout the national historic site and prevalent around 
old ranching-era infrastructure, creating a hazard for those working in the vicinity. 

 - Associated high-priority planning needs: Vegetation management plan



19

Honouliuli National Historic Site

Planning and Data Needs
To maintain connection to the core elements of the foundation and the importance of these 
core foundation elements, the planning and data needs listed here are directly related to 
protecting fundamental resources and values, park significance, and park purpose, as well 
as addressing key issues. To successfully undertake a planning effort, information from 
sources such as inventories, studies, research activities, and analyses may be required to 
provide adequate knowledge of park resources and visitor information. Such information 
sources have been identified as data needs. Geospatial mapping tasks and products are 
included in data needs.

Items considered of the utmost importance were identified as high priority, and other items 
identified, but not rising to the level of high priority, were listed as either medium- or low-
priority needs. These priorities inform park management efforts to secure funding and support 
for planning projects.

Criteria and Considerations for Prioritization. The following criteria were used to evaluate 
the priority of each planning or data need:

 · Greatest utility to unit management

 · Ability to address multiple issues

 · Emergency/urgency of the issue

 · Prevention of resource degradation

 · Feasibility of completing the plan or study, including staffing support and 
funding availability

Honouliuli POWs working in the garden (c1945-1946). Courtesy of the Japanese Cultural Center of 
Hawai‘i / Hawai‘i Plantation Village collection. 
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High Priority Planning Needs

Unit Management Plan.

Rationale — The national historic site is a newly established NPS unit and does not have 
comprehensive long-term guidance. The national historic site’s establishing presidential 
proclamation calls for a management plan to be completed within three years of the 
national historic site’s designation with full public participation. To fulfill the legal 
requirements of the National Parks and Recreation Act of 1978 and the direction 
provided in the establishing proclamation (PP9234, 2015), plans addressing legislative 
requirements are needed.

The national historic site has many interrelated resource issues. Fundamental resources 
and values have been defined within this document, and the National Park Service 
is working to document and inventory cultural resources through contracts and a 
Cooperative Ecosystem Study Unit (CESU) agreement. Comprehensive management 
guidance for identified resources and values, including treatments of cultural resources 
and landscape features, is needed. Visitor experience has not been designed, and it is 
unclear how visitors will access, travel through, experience, and learn about Honouliuli. 
There is also no site plan or long-term vision for the national historic site to help 
determine where visitor and operational facilities (such as pathways and interpretive 
signage) could be located. Furthermore, operational and staffing guidance is needed 
to ensure national historic site management can adequately meet the needs for future 
visitor use and optimize interpretive possibilities.

Scope — A comprehensive management plan would set long-term goals for the national 
historic site and provide broad direction for resource preservation and visitor use. It 
would provide a framework for decision making at the broadest level, and a variety of 
implementation plans could tier from that framework. The plan would describe the 
desired natural and cultural resource conditions to be achieved and maintained over 
time and conditions needed for visitors to understand, enjoy, and appreciate national 
historic site resources. It would identify the types of management activities, visitor 
use, and development that are appropriate for maintaining those desired conditions. 
Guidance for key park issues such as access, vegetation management, cultural resources, 
facilities planning, and interpretive needs could be addressed at a high level in the plan, 
which would also highlight any additional planning needs related to these issues. A site 
design for the location of facilities and access routes would be incorporated into the 
unit management planning process. Additionally, the plan would provide guidance for 
partnership agreements, including with the national historic site’s neighbors and major 
stakeholder groups.

Strategic Plan.

Rationale — As discussed above, Honouliuli National Historic Site is a newly 
established national historic site and does not have any key baseline planning 
documents. While a comprehensive unit management plan is needed to provide 
essential overarching guidance, the national historic site also needs to establish interim 
management priorities over the next 1–5 years, until the unit management planning 
process is completed.

Scope — The strategic plan would address issues of staffing, partnerships, and interim 
visitor access as well as appropriate and necessary visitor services. The plan would 
provide guidance for interim vegetation management around cultural resources and 
access routes. It would also examine agreements that need to be entered into for 
resource protection, such as fire and law enforcement response. It would be informed 
by current staffing levels at Honouliuli National Historic Site and Pearl Harbor National 
Memorial to determine the range of feasible actions.
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Transportation and Access Plan.

Rationale — Access in its current state is inconsistent and subject to poor road conditions 
and the potential cancellation of the national historic site’s right-of-entry agreements. 
Vehicular access from the east through Monsanto property is limited, making hauling and 
equipment transport difficult, and impacts operational efficiency. Inconsistent access to 
the site holds up all operational functions and is a limiting factor to engaging in on-site 
projects and interpretation. The historic road into the site from the west is hazardous and 
incapable of supporting vehicles in its current condition due to overgrown vegetation, 
years of neglect, and erosion. In addition, there are no parking facilities on site or at the 
entry point to the western access trail and very limited informal parking on the paved 
access road because of co-use of the road by the Board of Water Supply.

Scope — The transportation and access plan would identify and describe routes for 
visitor and operational access. The plan would consider routes via the historic road 
and through University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu property, examining road conditions 
and alignments, and providing recommendations for long-term access routes and 
improvements to roadway safety. The plan would also address issues of site accessibility 
under the Americans with Disabilities Act. The plan would provide cost estimates for 
construction and long-term maintenance. Potential stakeholders who might be engaged 
in agreements for access would be the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i, Monsanto, 
Pacific Historic Parks, and the University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu.

Vegetation Management Plan.

Rationale — Heavy vegetation is putting cultural resources at risk, as well as hindering 
access to, and navigability within, the gulch. Sustainable and operationally efficient 
solutions for vegetation management are needed to protect cultural resources and 
ensure that access to the national historic site is maintained. Woody vegetation and 
roots have already resulted in spalling of concrete historic features, prompting the need 
for costly stabilization and rehabilitation projects. Current efforts to clear vegetation 
are both redundant and labor intensive, as vegetation grows back rapidly—sometimes 
within days of being cut. Overgrowth also makes it difficult to maintain emergency 
evacuation routes and raises fire safety concerns.

Scope — The plan would build from the vegetation survey (projected for completion in 
mid–2019) to provide guidance on which plants are important to maintain for cultural 
landscape preservation and how to best address encroachment of vegetation growth 
around key archeological sites to ensure the longevity of these resources. Moreover, 
specific guidance on how to effectively and sustainably control several highly resilient and 
rapidly regenerating invasive species (including guinea grass and haole koa) would be 
needed for areas anticipated to be accessible to visitors and throughout the gulch for fire 
management and administrative access purposes. Finally, this plan would provide critical 
environmental context and cost estimates for recommended vegetation management 
strategies, including staff support and equipment needed for plan implementation.

Partnership Strategy.

Rationale — As a new NPS unit, Honouliuli National Historic Site has minimal 
staffing and programs. The national historic site is engaged with multiple partners 
who currently provide some primary program functions such as interpretation, 
visitor access, and data collection. Additionally, because of the strong local grassroots 
movement that led to the creation of the national historic site, there is a high degree 
of interest and involvement from local non-governmental organizations invested in 
both the future and the ongoing operations of the national historic site. The national 
historic site would benefit from thinking strategically about how best to leverage current 
partnerships to maximize operational capacity and build public awareness of the site, as 
well as exploring additional partnership opportunities.
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Scope — The strategy would explore existing and new partnerships for: access, 
interpretation, resource protection, and research. It would identify areas for 
strengthening and expanding existing partnerships. The strategy would also address 
potential mechanisms for working with subject-matter experts for purposes of 
planning, fundraising, and outreach.

Safety Plan.

Rationale — The scope of hazards and safety concerns within the national historic site 
boundary need to be inventoried and assessed as part of a safety plan. Evidence of 
homeless encampments and trespassers has been noted at the site in the last several 
years, which enhances the risk of fire and resource damage. The site’s terrain and 
vegetation hide potential hazards (open wells, drop offs, embankments, tripping 
hazards), and topography impacts cellular service and radio communications. If 
injury occurs on-site within the national historic site, emergency response can 
be delayed due to limited facilities and spotty communications. There is also an 
increasing number of feral pigs at the site, which can become aggressive. Additional 
nuisance species, such as cane spiders, bees, and wasps, are common at the site, 
particularly in some of the structures.

Scope — The plan would address the physical safety of both staff and visitors with 
regard to on-site facility risks and risks posed by the natural conditions and nuisance 
species. To address the most pressing safety issues, the plan would include an 
inventory, assessment of, and recommendations for natural and man-made pedestrian 
hazards, management strategies for feral pigs and nuisance insects, and a strategy for 
enforcement of the NPS boundary. The boundary enforcement element would consider 
options for minimizing trespassing and on-site encampments, including an assessment 
of the need for law enforcement patrolling of the site. Improvements to communication 
and emergency response would also be examined.

Comprehensive Interpretive Plan.

Rationale — As a new NPS unit, the national historic site has not yet established any 
formal interpretive programs. Visitor tours and interpretation are currently only offered 
through the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i on a very limited basis. A strategy 
for offering expanded visitor access and a vision for NPS interpretive programming 
is needed, including how non-personal interpretive media such as waysides, exhibits, 
printed materials, and digital media could enhance visitor experience.

Scope —The comprehensive interpretive plan would provide a 5- to 10-year vision for 
the future of interpretation, education, and visitor experience opportunities at the 
national historic site. The plan would be developed in conjunction with national historic 
site partners engaged in interpretation such as Pacific Historic Parks and the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawai‘i. It would identify and analyze interpretation, education, 
and visitor experience goals and issues. It would provide recommendations for the 
most effective, efficient, and practical ways to address those goals and issues, including 
options for continued educational partnerships. It would refine the national historic 
site’s interpretive themes, describe visitor experience goals, and recommend a wide 
variety of both personal and non-personal interpretive services and outreach activities 
to best communicate the purpose, significance, and themes. It could include an annual 
implementation plan. Recommendations for appropriate interpretive media would be 
included. Consideration would also be given to which national historic site resource 
experiences should be made accessible to visitors and how, taking into account 
potential resource impacts as well as access and audience needs.
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High Priority Data Needs
Archeological Overview and Assessment.

Rationale — Although the national historic site is gathering data to determine the 
scope of extant resources, guidance will be needed for identifying gaps and future data 
needs. Many archeological surveys have been completed but are not compiled to NPS 
standards and much of this data is not accessible to the National Park Service. Data on 
the national historic site’s archeological resources also need to be entered into the NPS 
Archeological Sites Management Information System (ASMIS)—a database for the basic 
registration and management of park prehistoric and historic archeological resources. 
More comprehensive archeological data would also be necessary in advance of site 
planning to understand where sensitive resources may be located on site and to avoid or 
mitigate impacts from development to the greatest degree possible.

Scope — The archeological overview and assessment would analyze results of past 
archeological surveys and identify gaps in archeological data, which will in turn be 
used to inform future surveys. The information gathered and guidance provided as 
part of this process will summarize the existing inventory, provide critical contextual 
information, and present a research design for future work.

Cultural Resources Stewardship Assessment.

Rationale — A cultural resources stewardship assessment is a requirement for all parks 
and provides a baseline evaluation of cultural resource management practices. As a 
new NPS unit, the national historic site does not currently have a cultural resources 
stewardship assessment in place. Funding to complete such a study would need to 
be programmed and competed for available funding through a regionally prioritized 
process tied to annual funding allocations and specific program budgets.

Scope — The resource stewardship assessment would consider natural and cultural 
resource protection needs, integrate climate change considerations into all resource 
planning, and prioritize management actions.

Physical Security Assessment.

Rationale — A clear understanding of the scope of hazards and safety concerns at 
the national historic site is needed. Physical safety concerns include those associated 
with existing structures and roads that are currently in a state of disrepair, as well as 
hazards associated with the character of the natural environment, including heat, pests, 
steep slopes, and erosion. Risks for visitors and staff include slip-and-fall accidents, 
dehydration, pest species, and heat exposure. Moreover, the state of vegetation 
overgrowth on the site is a substantial fire hazard as it provides a continuous fuel bed, 
inhibits evacuation, and creates the risk of vegetation catching on fire from vehicles’ 
catalytic converters. There is also concern over homeless encampments and trespassers 
that have been noted within the boundary over the past several years. The national 
historic site does not have existing management guidance to prioritize and address 
safety concerns.

Scope — A physical security assessment would examine hazards and safety concerns at 
the national historic site and identify structural and procedural changes to improve the 
overall security of the national historic site and specific sites, as well as access points 
such as roadways and areas of highest visitation. Information gathered would be used to 
develop recommendations that address safety and security deficiencies. The assessment 
would support the national historic site’s high-priority safety plan.
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Oral Histories.

Rationale — The stories and collections associated with Honouliuli’s history are 
a fundamental resource of the national historic site. Collection of oral histories is 
especially time-sensitive given that the World War II generation is aging and passing 
away; there is an urgent need to record the stories of those who experienced this time 
period first-hand. This critical and irreplaceable resource is important not only to 
understand the history of the site, but also to interpret that history to the public through 
authentic voices of experience. Organizing, documenting, and supplementing the 
collection of oral histories is a very time-sensitive responsibility and cannot be delayed.

Scope — The national historic site would work to expand oral history collection efforts, 
including research, recording, processing, and transcribing oral histories, utilizing 
current oral history prospects. Oral histories collected would focus on people formerly 
incarcerated in the camp and their family members, including both civilians and POWs 
interned at Honouliuli. Moreover, oral histories would focus more broadly on civilian 
experiences under martial law, the paradox of Japanese American military enlistments, 
and the broader history of the Hono‘uli‘uli ahupua‘a. An evaluation of any oral histories 
that have already been collected would also be conducted to strategically focus future 
efforts. Appropriate training, adequate storage facilities for the materials collected, and 
dedicated staff time would also be necessary.

Road Conditions Survey.

Rationale — A road condition survey is needed to assess the structural integrity of 
Honouliuli’s paved access road and determine its load bearing and capacity limits. 
The paved access road is shared with the Board of Water Supply, which owns three 
inholding properties within the national historic site boundary and maintains an 
appurtenant easement for access. As the only paved access into and through the 
national historic site, it is used by the National Park Service, the Japanese Cultural 
Center of Hawai‘i for tours, and all others associated with the national historic site. 
A specific concern is that one section of the road near the Board of Water Supply 
pumping stations does not appear to be structurally sound. This section is constructed 
of concrete and includes a bridge that covers a metal culvert over the creek.

Scope — The road condition survey will collect data to determine the structural integrity 
and load bearing and capacity limits as well as other standard conditions such as 
distress, skid resistance, and overall riding quality of the paved road at Honouliuli.

Please see appendix D for recently completed and ongoing planning and data collection efforts 
that address park issues.

Summary of High Priority Planning and Data Needs

Planning Needs Data Needs

Unit management plan Oral histories

Strategic plan Archeological overview and assessment

Transportation and access plan Cultural resources stewardship assessment

Vegetation management plan Physical security assessment

Partnership strategy Road conditions survey

Safety plan 

Comprehensive interpretive plan
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Summary of other Planning and Data Needs

Table 1.1 – Natural Resources

Planning Need Priority Notes

Resource 
stewardship 
strategy

M The resource stewardship strategy would consider natural 
and cultural resource protection needs and prioritize 
management actions  

Fire management 
plan

M The fire management plan would provide guidance for 
firefighter and public safety; provide fire management 
strategies, tactics, and alternatives; identify significant 
values for protective management actions; and maintain 
consistency with resource management objectives, area 
activities, and environmental laws and regulations  The plan 
would identify fire management goals and objectives to 
provide the programmatic direction for the fire program  
It would relate directly to the national historic site's unit 
management plan and natural and cultural resource 
management plans in order to address planned facilities 
and help achieve resource management objectives  The plan 
would consider impacts of climate change to fire regimes 

Fire response plan L -

Integrated pest 
management plan

L The plan would focus on ungulates—whose rooting 
poses a risk to cultural resources and visitors—and wasps 
and hornets, which are well established in and around 
dilapidated ranching infrastructure 

Natural sounds 
plan

L -

Night sky plan L -

Feral animal 
management plan 

L -

Soils management 
plan 

L -

Table 1.2 – Natural Resources

Data Needs 
 and Studies

Priority Notes

Hydrology and 
soils inventory

M The inventory would address hydrology and soils within 
the national historic site to better understand erosion and 
address ongoing sedimentation issues in the gulch  

Geology inventory M -

Dark night sky 
inventory 

L - 

Soundscape 
inventory 

L - 

Visual resources 
inventory

L -
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Table 2.1 – Cultural Resources

Planning Need Priority Notes

Collections management plan M The plan would incorporate the scope 
of collections and prioritize actions for 
collections management  

GIS and data management M -

Cultural landscapes report L -

Table 2.2 – Cultural Resources

Data Needs and Studies Priority Notes

Ethnographic overview and assessment M -

GIS data for archeological and cultural 
landscape features

M -

Administrative history L -

Scope of collections statement L Funding has been requested for 2018  
It would inform and be incorporated 
into a collections management plan 

Literature review and summary L -

Historic resource study L -

Table 3.1 – Operations

Planning Need Priority Notes

Business plan M -

Long-term strategic planning with 
University of Hawai‘i, West O‘ahu

M -

Table 3.2 – Operations

Data Needs  and Studies Priority Notes

Law enforcement needs assessment L -

Jurisdictional survey L -

Table 4.1 – Visitor Use

Planning Need Priority Notes

Accessibility plan M -

Visitor use management plan L -

Table 5.1 – Land Protection

Planning Need Priority Notes

Land protection plan L -
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Appendixes

Appendix A: Presidential Proclamation and Legislation for 
Honouliuli National Historic Site
Federal Register / Vol. 80, No. 39 / Friday, February 27, 2015
Title 3 – The President
Presidential Documents
Proclamation 9234 of February 24, 2015
Establishment of the Honouliuli National Monument  
By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

The Honouliuli Internment Camp (Honouliuli) serves as a powerful reminder of the need 
to protect civil liberties in times of conflict, and the effects of martial law on civil society. 
Honouliuli is nationally significant for its central role during World War II as an internment site 
for a population that included American citizens, resident immigrants, other civilians, enemy 
soldiers, and labor conscripts co-located by the U.S. military for internment or detention. 
While the treatment of Japanese Americans in Hawai’i differed from the treatment of Japanese 
Americans on the U.S. mainland in ways that are detailed below, the legacy of racial prejudice, 
wartime hysteria, and failure of political leadership during this period is common to the history 
of both Hawai’i and the mainland United States.

Early on December 7, 1941, Japanese air and naval forces attacked Pearl Harbor and other 
military installations on O’ahu. Before martial law was invoked, government officials began 
selectively rounding up Hawai’i residents on suspicion of disloyalty. They were confined at 
local jails, courthouses, and other facilities on six of the main Hawaiian Islands before being 
transported to the U.S. Immigration Station and Sand Island Detention Camp on O’ahu. Nearly 
all of the internees were of Japanese descent, including leaders in the Japanese American 
community who were educated, were teachers or priests, or were distinguished by virtue of 
their access to means of communication with Japan or to transportation from Hawai’i. Most 
would be sent to the mainland to be held for the duration of the war in Department of Justice 
and War Relocation Authority camps. Despite the government’s allegations of disloyalty, none 
of the Japanese American internees from Hawai’i was ever found guilty of sabotage, espionage, 
or overt acts against the United States, and all later received formal apologies and many 
received redress compensation from the United States.

On the Island of O’ahu, the U.S. War Department sought a place removed from the active 
combat areas of Pearl Harbor for internment of individuals. The War Department chose 
Honouliuli Gulch, the bottom of which was hidden from view by the gulch’s steep walls. The 
Honouliuli Internment Camp opened on March 2, 1943, with the transfer of internees from 
Sand Island and rapidly swelled in population with the influx of prisoners of war. Managed by 
the U.S. Army, it was the largest and longest used confinement site in Hawai’i.

Honouliuli is significant for having been used as both a civilian internment camp and a prisoner 
of war camp, with a population of approximately 400 civilian internees and 4,000 prisoners of 
war over the course of its use. Honouliuli was divided into seven compounds: one compound 
for administration and guards, one for civilian internees, and eventually five compounds for 
prisoners of war. The civilian compound was further divided into sections for male civilian 
internees of Japanese ancestry, female civilian internees of Japanese ancestry, and civilian 
internees of European ancestry. Historic documents indicate there were 175 buildings, 14 
guard towers, and over 400 tents among the 7 compounds on 160 acres. Many internees 
referred to Honouliuli as Jigoku-Dani (Hell Valley) because its secluded location at the bottom 
of a deep gulch trapped heat and moisture and reinforced the internees’ sense of isolation and 
unjust confinement.
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The majority of Honouliuli’s civilian internees were American citizens or permanent resident 
aliens-predominantly Japanese Americans who were citizens by birth-interned on suspicion of 
disloyalty. The remaining group comprised predominantly German Americans, though there 
were also Americans and aliens of Italian, Irish, Russian, and Scandinavian descent. Honouliuli 
also held women and children who were Japanese civilians displaced from the Pacific.

The 4,000 prisoners of war in Honouliuli included enemy soldiers and labor conscripts from 
Japan, Korea, Okinawa, Taiwan, and Italy. The prisoner of war compounds were guarded by an 
African American infantry unit as well as units of Japanese Americans from the mainland.

Honouliuli closed in 1945 for civilian internees and in 1946 for prisoners of war. With the 
closing of the camp, fast-growing vegetation quickly took over the site. Honouliuli was 
forgotten as Americans celebrated the victories of World War II and focused attention on the 
valor displayed by Americans at Pearl Harbor and abroad.

While both mainland and Hawaiian internment camps are sobering examples of wartime 
prejudice and injustice, Honouliuli reminds us of the differences in the way that forced removal 
was approached in Hawai’i and on the mainland.

The primary difference between the Japanese American experience on the mainland and on 
Hawai’i is that the internment in Hawai’i targeted a relatively small percentage of the ethnic 
Japanese population on the islands. Less than one percent of Hawai’i’s ethnic Japanese 
population was interned in Hawai’i. This contrasts with the mass exclusion of all 120,000 
Japanese Americans on the West Coast of the mainland. In Hawai’i, the Japanese American 
citizenry and immigrant population were over one third of the territory’s total population. 
Without their participation in the labor force, the economy of the territory could not have 
been sustained and the war effort in the islands would have been crippled. Both the policies 
in Hawai’i and those on the mainland devastated Japanese Americans and their families and 
created a social stigma that was borne by Japanese Americans during and after the war. The 
selective nature of the internment in Hawai’i also sowed division within the Japanese American 
community in Hawai’i, leading to ostracism and other backlash against the targeted individuals 
and their families that would last their lifetimes.

The declaration of martial law served as the basis to authorize internment in Hawai’i, as 
opposed to the mainland where mass exclusion was authorized by Executive Order 9066. 
During the period of martial law from December 7, 1941, to October 24, 1944, the U.S. Army 
issued hundreds of military orders, some of which were applicable only to persons of Japanese 
ancestry and enemy aliens. For example, people of Japanese ancestry were restricted from 
residing in certain areas of O’ahu and were forcibly removed from their properties. These types 
of discriminatory policies created an atmosphere of fear and suspicion.

Finally, Honouliuli is significant because of the comparatively lower level of public 
understanding and awareness of the history of internment of civilians in Hawai’i during World 
War II. On the mainland during World War II, mass exclusion was well known. In contrast, 
the internment in Hawai’i was largely kept secret during World War II, and has only recently 
become the subject of scholarship and awareness campaigns. It was not until 1998 that 
information about Honouliuli resurfaced. After 4 years of research and exploration, the site 
was uncovered in 2002. In 2008, an archeological research survey was conducted at the site. 
Honouliuli remains an object of archeological interest.

Honouliuli serves to remind every American about the critical importance of safeguarding 
civil liberties and maintaining our values during times of crisis. It is important to recognize 
Honouliuli as a part of our shared national heritage and national consciousness. It is a place to 
reflect on wartime experiences and recommit ourselves to the pursuit of freedom and justice.



Foundation Document

30

 WHEREAS section 320301 of title 54, United States Code (known as the “Antiquities 
Act”), authorizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by public proclamation historic 
landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest 
that are situated upon the lands owned or controlled by the Federal Government to be national 
monuments, and to reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limits of which shall be 
confined to the smallest area compatible with the proper care and management of the objects 
to be protected;

WHEREAS Honouliuli’s objects of historic interest were listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2012 as nationally significant for their association with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history;

WHEREAS, for the purpose of establishing a national monument to be administered by the 
National Park Service, the Monsanto Company has donated certain lands at Honouliuli to the 
United States, and the University of Hawai’i-West O’ahu has agreed to provide access across its 
property to those lands;

WHEREAS it is in the public interest to preserve and protect the historic objects at Honouliuli;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, by the 
authority vested in me by section 320301 of title 54, United States Code, hereby proclaim the 
objects identified above that are situated upon lands and interests in lands owned or controlled 
by the Federal Government to be the Honouliuli National Monument (monument) and, for 
the purpose of protecting those objects, reserve as a part thereof all lands and interests in 
lands owned or controlled by the Federal Government within the boundaries described on 
the accompanying map entitled, “Honouliuli National Monument,” which is attached to and 
forms a part of this proclamation. The reserved Federal lands and interests in lands encompass 
approximately 123.0 acres, together with appurtenant easements for all necessary purposes. 
The boundaries described on the accompanying map are confined to the smallest area 
compatible with the proper care and management of the objects to be protected.

All Federal lands and interests in lands within the boundaries described on the accompanying 
map are hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all forms of entry, location, selection, sale, 
leasing or other disposition under the public land laws, from location, entry, and patent under 
the mining laws, and from disposition under all laws relating to mineral and geothermal leasing.

The establishment of the monument is subject to valid existing rights. Lands and interests in 
lands not owned or controlled by the Federal Government within the boundaries described 
on the accompanying map shall be reserved as a part of the monument, and objects identified 
above that are situated upon those lands and interests in lands shall be part of the monument, 
upon acquisition of ownership or control by the Federal Government.

The Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) shall manage the monument through the National 
Park Service, pursuant to applicable legal authorities, consistent with the purposes and 
provisions of this proclamation. The Secretary shall prepare a management plan for the 
monument, with full public involvement, within 3 years of the date of this proclamation. The 
management plan shall ensure that the monument fulfills the following purposes for the benefit 
of present and future generations: (1) to preserve and protect the objects of historic interest 
associated with Honouliuli Internment Camp, and (2) to study and interpret the history of 
World War II internment and detention in Hawai’i. The management plan shall set forth the 
desired relationship of the monument to other related resources, programs, and organizations 
associated with World War II internment, detention, and exclusion.



31

Honouliuli National Historic Site

The National Park Service shall use available authorities, as appropriate, to enter into 
agreements to provide for access to the monument. The National Park Service shall also 
use available authorities, as appropriate, to enter into agreements with governmental and 
nongovernmental organizations to provide for research, preservation, interpretation, and 
education at Honouliuli and additional sites associated with World War II internment in 
Hawai’i and exclusion elsewhere. The National Park Service shall also coordinate management 
with World War II Valor in the Pacific National Monument, which commemorates the broader 
story of the war in the Pacific and its impacts on Hawai’i.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal, reservation, 
or appropriation; however, the monument shall be the dominant reservation.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to appropriate, injure, destroy, or 
remove any feature of this monument and not to locate or settle upon any of the lands thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth day of February, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand fifteen, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-ninth.
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John D  Dingell, Jr  Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act of 2019  
March 12, 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S. 47—162 

(B) INCORPORATION INTO NATIONAL MEMORIAL.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The land and interests in land 

excluded from the monument under subparagraph (A) 
are incorporated in and made part of the National 
Memorial in accordance with this subsection. 

(ii) USE  OF  FUNDS.—Any  funds  for  the  purposes 
of the land and interests in land excluded from the 
monument under subparagraph (A) shall be made 
available for the purposes of the National Memorial. 

(iii) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law (other 
than this section), regulation, document, record, map, 
or other paper of the United  States  to  resources  in 
the State of Hawai’i included in the World War II  
Valor in the Pacific National Monument shall be 
considered a reference to the ‘‘Pearl Harbor National 
Memorial’’. 

(b) TULE LAKE NATIONAL MONUMENT, CALIFORNIA.— 
(1) IN  GENERAL.—The  areas  of  the  World  War  II  Valor  

in the Pacific National Monument located in the State of Cali- 
fornia, as established by Presidential Proclamation 8327 (73 
Fed. Reg. 75293; December 10, 2008), are redesignated as the 
‘‘Tule Lake National Monument’’. 

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary shall administer the 
Tule Lake National Monument in accordance with the provi- 
sions of Presidential Proclamation 8327 (73 Fed. Reg. 75293; 
December 10, 2008) applicable to the sites  and  resources  in 
the State of California that are subject to that proclamation. 

(3) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law (other than this 
section), regulation, document,  record,  map,  or  other  paper  
of the United States to resources in the State of California 
included in the World War II Valor in the Pacific National 
Monument shall be considered to be a reference to ‘‘Tule Lake 
National Monument’’. 
(c) ALEUTIAN ISLANDS WORLD WAR II NATIONAL MONUMENT, 

ALASKA.— 
(1) IN  GENERAL.—The  areas  of  the  World  War  II  Valor  

in the Pacific National Monument located in the State of 
Alaska, as established by Presidential Proclamation 8327 (73 
Fed. Reg. 75293; December 10, 2008), are redesignated as the 
‘‘Aleutian Islands World War II National Monument’’. 

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary shall administer the 
Aleutian Islands World War II National Monument in accord- 
ance with the provisions of  Presidential  Proclamation  8327  
(73 Fed. Reg. 75293; December 10, 2008) applicable  to  the  
sites and resources in  the  State  of  Alaska  that  are  subject  
to that proclamation. 

(3) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law (other than this 
section), regulation, document,  record,  map,  or  other  paper  
of the United States to the sites and resources in the State        
of Alaska included in the World War II Valor in the Pacific 
National Monument shall be considered to be a reference to   
the ‘‘Aleutian Islands World War II National Monument’’. 
(d) HONOULIULI NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, HAWAI’I.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) HISTORIC SITE.—The term  ‘‘Historic  Site’’  means 

the Honouliuli National Historic Site established by para- 
graph (2)(A)(i). 
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S. 47—163 

(B) MAP.—The term ‘‘Map’’ means the map entitled 
‘‘Honouliuli National Historic Site—Proposed Boundary’’, 
numbered 680/139428, and dated June 2017. 
(2) HONOULIULI NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE.— 

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—There is established the 

Honouliuli National Historic Site in the State of 
Hawai’i as a unit of the National Park System. 

(ii) BOUNDARIES.—The boundaries of the Historic 
Site shall be the boundaries generally depicted on the 
Map. 

(iii) AVAILABILITY OF  MAP.—The  Map  shall  be  on 
file and available for public inspection in appropriate 
offices of the National Park Service. 
(B) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the  Historic  Site  are 

to preserve and interpret for the benefit of present and 
future generations the history associated with the intern- 
ment and detention of civilians of Japanese and other 
ancestries during World War  II  in  Hawai’i,  the  impacts 
of war and martial law on society in the Hawaiian Islands, 
and the co-location and  diverse  experiences  of  Prisoners 
of War at the Honouliuli Internment Camp site. 
(3) ADMINISTRATION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall administer the 
Historic Site in accordance with this subsection and the 
laws generally applicable to units of the National Park 
System, including— 

(i) section 100101(a), chapter 1003, and sections 
100751(a), 100752, 100753, and 102101 of title 54, 
United States Code; and 

(ii) chapter 3201 of title 54, United States Code. 
(B) PARTNERSHIPS.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter into 
agreements with, or acquire easements from, the 
owners of property adjacent to the Historic Site to 
provide public access to the Historic Site. 

(ii) INTERPRETATION.—The  Secretary  may  enter 
into cooperative agreements with governmental and 
nongovernmental organizations to provide for 
interpretation at the Historic Site. 
(C) SHARED RESOURCES.—To the maximum extent prac- 

ticable, the Secretary may use the resources of the Pearl 
Harbor National Memorial to administer the Historic Site. 
(4) ABOLISHMENT OF HONOULIULI NATIONAL MONUMENT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—In light of the establishment of the 
Honouliuli National Historic Site, the Honouliuli National 
Monument is abolished and the lands and interests therein 
are incorporated within and made part of Honouliuli 
National Historic Site. Any  funds  available  for purposes 
of Honouliuli National Monument shall be available for 
purposes of the Historic Site. 

(B) REFERENCES.—Any references  in  law  (other  than 
in this section), regulation, document, record, map or other 
paper of the United States to Honouliuli National Monu- 
ment shall be considered a reference to Honouliuli National 
Historic Site. 
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Appendix B: Analysis of Fundamental Resources and Values

Fundamental 
Resource or Value

Environmental Conditions and Geographic Context

Related Significance 
Statements

Significance statements 1, 2, and 6 

Current Conditions 
and Trends

Conditions
• Still surrounded by agricultural land, which is similar to how it was when it was a camp 

• Condition has not been evaluated  Depth of the gulch and sense of isolation is 
intact  From the ridge, other parts of the island can be seen, but there is much more 
development 

• Viewshed from down within the gulch and one across the island from the ridge—views 
across the island and the cliff line viewshed are both important 

• Still relatively rural for the island 

• Utility building is a modern structure adjacent to the site that provides a critical service to 
the area, but does not fit with the setting 

• Integrity of views to the sky is compromised by overflights (helicopters and small planes) 

• The soundscape would have historically had fewer impacts from cars and aircraft and 
these disturbances may not fit with this geographic and historical context of the park 

• The integrity of the night sky is compromised in the national historic site because of light 
pollution from the surrounding communities 

Trends
• Agriculture is continuing adjacent to the parcel 

• Island-wide, there is increasing sprawl and development of agricultural land  This has not 
yet impacted the agricultural land surrounding the national historic site 

• More development is encroaching on the longer (ridge) views, so the quality of views and 
the night sky is declining 

• Potential for wildfire on O‘ahu is increasing, including at the national historic site 

Threats and 
Opportunities

Threats
• Vegetation overgrowth 

• The National Park Service has limited control of surrounding areas and their land uses  
There is the possibility that development on surrounding lands could impact the setting 
(primarily views and night skies)  This is a potential, but not an imminent threat 

• Sprawling development is spreading across the island and taking over agricultural lands in 
some areas, which is changing the national historic site’s setting in what was a historically 
agricultural and undeveloped area of the island 

• University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu owns land outside the site that could be in the viewshed 
that was once considered for dorms  This is another potential adjacent land-use threat 

• Wildfire is a potential threat within the gulch and would impact natural and cultural 
resources  Island-wide, wildfire threat is increasing and may continue to increase because 
of climate change 

• Projected increases in extreme heat, drought, and storms because of climate change may 
increase occurrence of flooding and erosion, an increase in invasive species, and shift in 
native species ranges 

Opportunities
• Work with the adjacent utility company to make sure any expansion is compatible with 

the purpose of the national historic site and its setting 

• Work with nearby communities and developments to reduce impacts to the night sky 
resource by installing sustainable night sky friendly lighting  Replace any lighting within 
the national historic site or on national historic site properties that is not night sky friendly 
or historically appropriate 
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Fundamental 
Resource or Value

Environmental Conditions and Geographic Context

Existing Data and 
Plans Related to the 
FRV

• Interim vegetation management plan 

• Wildfire emergency response plan 

Data and/or GIS Needs • Visual resources inventory 

Planning Needs

• Unit management plan 

• Vegetation management plan 

• Cultural landscapes report that includes a viewshed analysis 

Laws, Executive 
Orders, and 
Regulations That 
Apply to the FRV, 
and NPS Policy-level 
Guidance

Laws, Executive Orders, and Regulations That Apply to the FRV
• Clean Air Act (42 USC 7401 et seq )

• Executive Order 11514, “Protection and Enhancement of Environmental Quality”

• Secretarial Order 3289, “Addressing the Impacts of Climate Change on America’s Water, 
Land, and Other Natural and Cultural Resources”

 NPS Policy-level Guidance (NPS Management Policies 2006 and Director’s Orders)
• NPS Management Policies 2006 (§1 4) “Park Management”

• NPS Management Policies 2006 (§1 6) “Cooperative Conservation Beyond Park 
Boundaries”

• NPS Management Policies 2006 (§3 1) “General” (Land Protection)

• NPS Management Policies 2006 (§4 4) “Biological Resource Management”

• NPS Management Policies 2006 (§4 7) “Air Resource Management”

• NPS Natural Resource Management Reference Manual 77

• Director’s Policy Memorandum 12-02, “Applying National Park Service Management 
Policies in the Context of Climate Change”

• Director’s Policy Memorandum 14-02, “Climate Change and Stewardship of Cultural 
Resources”

Shower building foundation uncovered at Honouliuli. Courtesy of  Jeff Burton.
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Annual blessing ceremony at Honouliuli (2016). NPS photo.

Fundamental 
Resource or Value

Public Understanding, Education, and Involvement

Related Significance 
Statements

Significance statement 5 

Current Conditions 
and Trends

Conditions
• The Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i provides the interpretation primarily  They have 

the ability to bring groups in a way that the National Park Service cannot 

• The Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i has a long-term exhibit that interprets the history 
of the site  A passport stamp for Honouliuli is there 

• On-site conditions are minimal and inadequate  Visitor safety is an issue  The National Park 
Service has very limited access (administrative only) and cannot take groups to the site 

• Extremely limited opportunities for visitor access to education and information—the 
Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i access can only go twice a month 

• Staff is very limited at Honouliuli and does not include interpretive staff  Pearl Harbor 
National Memorial provides some support in terms of funding Honouliuli for various 
projects, some of which impact visitor experience/education (providing access, etc ) 

• Strong understanding of the history of the site by the Congressional delegation, local 
community and politicians, but a large lack of understanding by the national community  
Generally, the local community is supportive of the site and the telling of its story 

Trends
• Community desire to access the site is high  There is much interest 

• Slow progress  Honouliuli staff work with the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i to 
facilitate educational site visits  Pearl Harbor National Memorial is providing resources to 
Honouliuli 
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Fundamental 
Resource or Value

Public Understanding, Education, and Involvement

Threats and 
Opportunities

Threats
• Managing stakeholder and public expectations has to be coupled with continuous 

communication 

Opportunities
• The National Park Service needs to make sure to keep stakeholders and the public 

apprised of the progress that is being made to ensure long-term support and general 
understanding 

• Further research and curriculum development 

• Explore additional partnerships with organizations and institutions (East-West Center, 
University of Hawai‘i, Manoa, other universities)  Partnerships could be used for curriculum 
development, lecture series, research, and development of educational programs and 
materials  Partnership could help offset staffing and funding issues  This could be key for 
improving conditions and building the base for a solid educational program 

• Expand interpretation to be more inclusive of the POW stories 

• Outreach into schools 

• Online/virtual presence can be developed  The Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i has 
an iPad tour that is site-based  The National Park Service does not have any social media 
presence yet for Honouliuli 

• Explore shared positions (Pearl Harbor National Memorial) and creative funding strategies 

• Reach out to the military as it relates to Honouliuli 

• Possible ways to provide for off-site learning experiences, which can provide alternatives 
for public engagement while access is limited and can eventually enhance or supplement 
the primary, place-based experiences on-site 

• Consider a model where site access is by appointment/escorted 

• Build partnerships with adjacent utility company and other specific partner, park neighbors, 
developers, and other stakeholders to develop understanding of shared visual values 

• Include a photo gallery of important views on the national historic site’s website to help 
the public better understand current conditions 

Existing Data and 
Plans Related to the 
FRV

• Agreements with the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i for provision of visitor access 
and education 

Data and/or GIS Needs •  Oral histories 

Planning Needs

• Unit management plan 

• Comprehensive interpretive plan 

• Partnership strategy 

• Visitor use management plan 

Laws, Executive 
Orders, and 
Regulations That 
Apply to the FRV, 
and NPS Policy-level 
Guidance

Laws, Executive Orders, and Regulations That Apply to the FRV
•  None identified

NPS Policy-level Guidance (NPS Management Policies 2006 and Director’s Orders)
• NPS Management Policies 2006 (chapter 1) “The Foundation”

• NPS Management Policies 2006 (chapter 7) “Interpretation and Education”

• Director’s Order 6: Interpretation and Education

• Director’s Order 17: National Park Service Tourism

• Director’s Order 42: Accessibility for Visitors with Disabilities in National Park Service 
Programs and Services

• Director’s Order 75: Civic Engagement and Public Involvement
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Fundamental 
Resource or Value

Cultural Landscape and Archeological Features

Related Significance 
Statements

Significance statements 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 

Current Conditions 
and Trends

Conditions
• The national historic site is heavily eroded, overgrown, and contains many invasive species 

• Archeological data is inconsistent  Some archeological feature forms have been prepared 
for entry into the Archeological Sites Management Information System (ASMIS) database 

• A cultural landscapes inventory is underway and will document cultural landscape 
features, analyze them for their historic integrity, and provide stabilization measures if they 
are needed 

Trends
• Vegetation is overgrown and encroaching on historic features, including roadbeds, and 

increasingly impacting resources 

• Erosion and destabilization of key features, such as the aqueduct, rock walls, and 
foundations 

• Pig runs are increasing 

Threats and 
Opportunities

Threats
• Feral pigs 

• Vegetation and invasive and exotic species 

• Fire 

• Floods 

• Risk of trespass and vandalism 

• Pests including termites, bees, wasps 

• Lack of trained staff to properly maintain resources 

• Deliberate and unintentional trespassers 

• Weight of sediment build up behind the aqueduct 

• Threat of invasive species, fire, flooding, and erosion all exacerbated by climate change 

Opportunities
• There are capable and knowledgeable archeologists through CESU, field schools, 

University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu who have research interests in Honouliuli and desire to 
conduct archeological investigations at the site 

• Partnerships with volunteers, including local community work days 

• Terrestrial LiDAR scanning for virtual tours 

Existing Data and 
Plans Related to the 
FRV

• Confinement and Ethnicity, 2006 

• WWII Japanese American Internment Sites in Hawai‘i, 2007 

• Jigoku Dani: An Archeological Reconnaissance of Honouliuli Internment Camp, O‘ahu 
Hawai‘i, 2008 

• Jigoku Dani Addendum 1: 2009 Field work, 2009 

• Jigoku Dani Addendum 2: 2010 Field work, 2011 

• Jigoku Dani Addendum 3: 2011 Field work, 2012 

• Honouliuli Internment Camp National Register Nomination, 2012 

• Jigoku Dani Addendum 4: 2012 Field work and proposal for 2014 field work, 2014 

• Archeological Field School Report, 2016 

• GIS georeferenced existing archeological data and confirming it again for GIS database 

• Archeological data is in the process of inclusion in ASMIS 

• Interim vegetation management plan 

• Wildfire emergency response plan 
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Fundamental 
Resource or Value

Cultural Landscape and Archeological Features

Data and/or GIS Needs

• Additional GIS data for archeological and cultural landscape features 

• Archeological overview and assessment 

• Cultural resources stewardship assessment 

Planning Needs

• Resource stewardship strategy 

• Fire management plan 

• Cultural landscapes report 

• Unit management plan 

• Integrated pest management plan 

• Feral animal management plan 

• Partnership strategy 

Laws, Executive 
Orders, and 
Regulations That 
Apply to the FRV, 
and NPS Policy-level 
Guidance

Laws, Executive Orders, and Regulations That Apply to the FRV
• Antiquities Act of 1906

• Historic Sites Act of 1935

• National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 USC 300101 et seq )

• Archeological and Historic Preservation Act of 1974

• American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978 (PL 95-341)

• Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979

• Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990

• Museum Properties Management Act of 1955

• Paleontological Resources Preservation Act of 2009

• Executive Order 11593, “Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment”

• Executive Order 13007, “Indian Sacred Sites”

• “Curation of Federally-Owned and Administered Archaeological Collections” (36 CFR 79)

• “Protection of Historic Properties” (36 CFR 800)

• Secretarial Order 3289, “Addressing the Impacts of Climate Change on America’s Water, 
Land, and Other Natural and Cultural Resources”

NPS Policy-level Guidance (NPS Management Policies 2006 and Director’s Orders)
• NPS Management Policies 2006 (chapter 4) “Natural Resource Management”

• NPS Management Policies 2006 (chapter 5) “Cultural Resource Management”

• Director’s Order 28: Cultural Resource Management

• Director’s Order 28A: Archeology

• The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic 
Preservation

• Director’s Policy Memorandum 12-02, “Applying National Park Service Management 
Policies in the Context of Climate Change”

• Director’s Policy Memorandum 14-02, “Climate Change and Stewardship of Cultural 
Resources”
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Fundamental 
Resource or Value

Personal Stories, Museum Collections, Archives,  
Documents, and Inventories

Related Significance 
Statements

Significance statements 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 

Current Conditions 
and Trends

Conditions
• Oral histories and collections are largely held and controlled by others, including the 

Japanese Cultural Center of Hawai‘i, the National Archives, the University of Hawai‘i West 
O‘ahu, Hawai‘i Plantation Village, and private collections held at the Japanese Cultural 
Center of Hawai‘i 

• Most oral histories are focused on internees and impacted Japanese Americans 

• No known oral histories of military staff, and very limited oral histories with former POWs 

• National historic site artifacts are temporarily being stored at the University of Hawai‘i 
West O‘ahu 

• Accessibility to some elements of the Honouliuli museum collection is an issue: many of 
the archival files currently held at the University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu are inaccessible to 
staff and researchers  Similarly, few museum objects are on display for the public, due in 
part to limited partner facilities at the University of Hawai‘i West O‘ahu and the Japanese 
Cultural Center of Hawai‘i 

• The national historic site has more oral history prospects than the time and money that is 
needed to complete the interviews 

• Many of the site’s rich archives and research materials have been scanned, making them 
digitally accessible to staff and researchers 

Trends
• Fewer people who experienced the historic era are able to provide oral histories because 

of their advanced age 

• Upward surge of activity in collecting stories and documents as those who experienced 
the era firsthand are passing away 

• The national historic site’s museum objects, archives, and research materials are growing 
and will continue to grow within both the National Park Service and partner facilities 

• Additional resources relating to the World War II incarceration story are becoming 
available from partners such as Denshō 

Threats and 
Opportunities

Threats
• Uncertain future location for museum collections and lack of long-term plan 

• Budget constraints hamper necessary collections management 

Opportunities
• More opportunities to share with the public through digital media 

• Encourage partnership with local and other institutions and organizations to support the 
site’s archival mission, and to manage collected artifacts 

• Develop a “gap analysis” for oral histories, and pursue additional avenues to collect more, 
such as engaging in partnerships 

• Focus on local oral history resources, including the stories of native Hawaiian and local 
community members and firsthand accounts from World War II 

• Internships could be created in partnership with museum schools 

• Pursue grant funding 

• Make the growing oral history collection more accessible to the public through features in 
exhibits and online streaming via Denshō, etc 

• Pursue project funding for cataloging 
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Fundamental 
Resource or Value

Personal Stories, Museum Collections, Archives,  
Documents, and Inventories

Existing Data and 
Plans Related to the 
FRV

• Existing oral history collection 

• Partial archeological inventory 

Data and/or GIS Needs

• Cultural resources stewardship assessment 

• Oral histories 

• Scope of collections statement 

• Literature review and summary 

Planning Needs
• Collections management plan 

Laws, Executive 
Orders, and 
Regulations That 
Apply to the FRV, 
and NPS Policy-level 
Guidance

Laws, Executive Orders, and Regulations That Apply to the FRV
• Antiquities Act of 1906

• National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (54 USC 300101 et seq )

• American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978

• Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979

• Museum Properties Management Act of 1955

• Executive Order 11593, “Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment”

• Paleontological Resources Preservation Act of 2009

• “Curation of Federally-Owned and Administered Archaeological Collections” (36 CFR 79)

NPS Policy-level Guidance (NPS Management Policies 2006 and Director’s Orders)
• NPS Management Policies 2006 (chapter 5) “Cultural Resource Management”

• Director’s Order 24: NPS Museum Collections Management

• Director’s Order 28: Cultural Resource Management

• Director’s Order 28A: Archeology

• NPS Museum Handbook, parts I, II, and III

From Hilo, George Hoshida documented his wartime incarceration at Kilauea Military Camp in Hawai'i and mainland Department of 
Justice camps. Courtesy of the Japanese American National Museum (Gift of June Hoshida Honma, Sandra Hoshida and Carole Hoshida 
Kanada, 97.106.2CC & 97.106.2CA)
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Fundamental 
Resource or Value

Cultural Traditions and Values

Related Significance 
Statements

Significance statements 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 

Current Conditions 
and Trends

Conditions
• Stakeholders continue to emphasize and focus on cultural traditions related to the camps 

• There is active participation and engagement by descendants 

• There is tension between some stakeholder groups who feel as though historical 
awareness of Honouliuli has been limited to the Japanese American internment 
experience and associated cultural traditions 

Trends
• Each generation is further removed from World War II history and the incarceration story, 

unless individuals make a conscious effort to remain involved 

• Research and collections shed more light on cultural traditions 

Threats and 
Opportunities

Threats
• Lack of cultural familiarity and interactions, as the park engages with fewer individuals 

who were incarcerated at Honouliuli during World War II 

• Fewer opportunities for interaction with those bearing personal association with the 
history because of budget and access restrictions 

• Some stakeholders feel that the Japanese American experience overshadows other 
important historical aspects of Honouliuli 

Opportunities
• Shared experiences, relevance to current affairs, new barracks exhibits, and more 

opportunities for the public to engage with oral histories and the archives 

• Foster relations with cultural institutions, churches, etc 

• Opportunities exist to explore the contrasting cultural mores of each of the different 
groups at Honouliuli 

• More oral histories to capture the entire spectrum of these cultural traditions 

Existing Data and 
Plans Related to the 
FRV

• Japanese Americans in World War II theme study, 2012 

• Existing oral histories 

Data and/or GIS Needs
• Oral histories 

• Ethnographic overview and assessment 

Planning Needs • Partnership strategy 

Laws, Executive 
Orders, and 
Regulations That 
Apply to the FRV, 
and NPS Policy-level 
Guidance

Laws, Executive Orders, and Regulations That Apply to the FRV
• Executive Order 11593, “Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment”

NPS Policy-level Guidance (NPS Management Policies 2006 and Director’s Orders)
• Director’s Order 6: Interpretation and Education

• Director’s Order 28: Cultural Resource Management
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Appendix C: Inventory of Special Mandates and Administrative 
Commitments

Special Mandates
The presidential proclamation and subsequent legislation establishing Honouliuli National Historic Site did not include 
any special mandates outside the national historic site's stated purpose.

Administrative Commitments

Agreement 
Name

Type of 
Agreement

Start Date
Expiration 

Date
Stakeholders Purpose

Cooperative 
Agreement for 
Interpretation 
and Education 
at Honouliuli 
National 
Historic Site

Cooperative 
agreement

March 2015 March 2020 Japanese Cultural 
Center of Hawai‘i

The agreement 
establishes a 
foundational framework 
to guide and enhance 
collaboration for 
education and 
interpretation  The 
scope of work includes 
establishing strategic 
goals programming, 
services, and 
audience research 
and communication 
strategies 

Right-of-entry 
Agreement 
with University 
of Hawai‘i, 
West O‘ahu

Right-of-entry 
agreement

December 5, 
2014

N/A University of 
Hawai‘i, West 
O‘ahu

For public access 
through the University 
of Hawai‘i, West O‘ahu 
land into the national 
historic site  It will 
terminate once the 
National Park Service 
has developed its 
own roadway 

Right-of-entry 
Agreement 
with Monsanto 
Company

Right-of-entry 
agreement

January 
2018 

December 
2018

Monsanto 
Company

These one-year 
agreements are for 
providing access to the 
national historic site 
through the Monsanto 
property  Agreements 
were intended to allow 
for administrative/ 
operational access until 
a long-term solution 
is identified and 
implemented 

Friends Group 
Fundraising 
Agreement

Fundraising 
agreement

In 
Finalization 
(within CY 
2018)

PENDING Pacific Historic 
Parks

This fundraising 
agreement gives 
Pacific Historic Parks 
the authority to raise 
funds on behalf of 
the historic site  
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Agreement 
Name

Type of 
Agreement

Start Date
Expiration 

Date
Stakeholders Purpose

Cooperating 
Association 
Agreement 
with Pacific 
Historic Parks

Cooperating 
association 
agreement

October 1, 
2016

N/A Pacific Historic 
Parks, Pearl Harbor 
National Memorial

The agreement is 
currently with Pearl 
Harbor National 
Memorial and establishes 
accounts that can fund 
educational and research 
support for Honouliuli 
National Historic Site 
through sales at the 
Pearl Harbor National 
Memorial bookstore  This 
funding also supports 
one half-time employee 

Memorandum 
of 
Understanding 
for Firefighting 
Assistance 

Memorandum of 
understanding

November 
27, 2017

November 27, 
2022

Hawai‘i Department 
of Land and Natural 
Resources, Division 
of Forestry and 
Wildlife 

Outlines cooperative 
fire management 
responsibilities, 
including firefighting 
assistance within the 
state of Hawai‘i 

Memorandum 
of 
Understanding 
for 
Conservation 
and Cultural 
Resource 
Preservation

Memorandum of 
understanding

PENDING PENDING State of Hawai‘i, 
Department of 
Lands and Natural 
Resources (DLNR), 
Haleakalā National 
Park, Pearl Harbor 
National Memorial, 
Honouliuli National 
Historic Site, 
and Pu’ukoholā 
Heiau National 
Historic Site

This research 
reciprocation agreement 
allows the National Park 
Service access to lands 
under DLNR jurisdiction 
to do field work under 
NPS standards while 
working on DLNR lands 
(and vice versa), to 
provide data to DLNR, 
and to use equipment 
of either the National 
Park Service or the 
Department of Lands 
and Natural Resources 

Archaeology students document a stone staircase in the Honouliuli gulch. Courtesy of Jeff Burton.
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Appendix D: Past and Ongoing Park Planning and Data 
Collection Efforts 

Plan/Data Status Notes

Wildfire Emergency 
Response Plan

Completed Outlines emergency response and notification 
procedures in the event of a wildfire breakout in 
the gulch 

Interim Vegetation 
Management Plan

Completed Although limited in scope, this document 
outlines protocols developed with input from the 
Regional 106 Review team regarding vegetation 
maintenance of a few select areas in the gulch 

Archeological Data 
Collection

Completed • Archeological Field School Report, 
2016 and 2017 

• GIS georeferenced existing archeological data 
is in the process of being obtained  

• Archeological data is in the process of 
inclusion in ASMIS 

Archeological Inventory Ongoing The University of Hawai‘i, West O‘ahu (2016–2019) 
is conducting this inventory through a Cooperative 
Ecosystems Study Unit agreement with the 
possibility for extension beyond 2019  The survey 
will inform site planning, resource management, 
resource protection, interpretation, visitor use, and 
safety  The assessment will identify all archeological 
sites within the national historic site boundary, 
and will provide geospatial data on the sites 
where artifacts are identified as well as baseline 
information on the condition of the resources 

Vegetation and Faunal 
Survey

Ongoing This survey is being performed by Hamer 
Environmental through a contract and will be 
completed by mid-2019  The survey will complete 
species checklists for wildlife and vegetation 
in the national historic site, including special-
status species  The survey will identify native and 
Polynesian-introduced vegetation, intended to 
inform a future vegetation management plan and 
contribute to an understanding of the national 
historic site’s cultural landscapes  The vegetation 
and fauna data will provide baseline information 
for future planning and compliance projects 

Oral Histories Ongoing National historic site staff and partners conduct 
and record oral histories when the opportunity 
presents itself, as well as attempt to expand the 
scope of archival information and images that are 
available to staff and researchers  Oral histories 
were conducted in 2017 with former POWs 

Archeological 
Documentation of 
Primary Roads and 
Pathways

Ongoing This project will be conducted by International 
Archeology through a contract in 2018 and 2019  
The project will provide archeological data on 
primary roads and pathways for potential future 
use as roads and trails  

Cultural Landscapes 
Inventory

Ongoing The inventory is being conducted by the Pacific 
West Region’s cultural landscapes staff, with the 
assistance of Honouliuli staff 
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JCCH volunteer Betsy Young shows off some Wiliwili seeds discovered at Honouliuli (2012). Courtesy of Mary Farrell.
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