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FOREWORD

Hundreds of clay tobacco pipes and pipe fragments have been
collected at Fort Laramie National Historic Site. They were recovered
both by systematic excavation and surface collections by the park
staff over a period of more than 20 years. Nearly every day addi-
tional specimens, exposed by wind and rain, are added to the growing
collection, Provenience was recorded for most of the material,
notably that recovered by the late Paul Beaubien in excavations at
the site of Fort John and at the Sutler's Store. Although the entire
collection has been studied, this report involves only those pipes
and fragments which are distinctive, and can be related to a certain
time period, manufacturer, or place of origin.

A fur trading post from 1834 to 1849, a military post until
1890, and a civilian-owned social and business center until 1938,
the site of Fort Laramie was continuously occupied for more than a
century. This long and diverse occupation makes it almost impossible
to assign precise dates to most of the specimens.

Archeologists have excavated and collectors have picked up addi-
tional hundreds of clay pipes from other military posts in Wyoming
and adjacent states. Some are representative of fine, well docu-

mented collections from closely dated sites (fig. 1) and are






