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FOREWORD 

Hundreds of clay tobacco pipes and pipe fragments have been 

collected at Fort Laramie National Historic Site. They were recovered 

both by systematic excavation and surface collections by the park 

staff over a period of more than 20 years. Nearly every day addi

tional specimens, exposed by wind and rain, are added to the growing 

collection. Provenience was recorded for most of the material, 

notably that recovered by the late Paul Beaubien in excavations at 

the site of Fort John and at the Sutler's Store. Although the entire 

collection has been studied, this report involves only those pipes 

and fragments which are distinctive, and can be related to a certain 

time period, manufacturer, or place of origin. 

A fur trading post from 1834 to 1849, a military post until 

1890, and a civilian-owned social and business center until 1938, 

the site of Fort Laramie was continuously occupied for more than a 

century. This long and diverse occupation makes it almost impossible 

to assign precise dates to most of the specimens. 

Archeologists have excavated and collectors have picked up addi

tional hundreds of clay pipes from other military posts in Wyoming 

and adjacent states. Some are representative of fine, well docu

mented collections from closely dated sites (fig. 1) and are 
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discussed in this paper for purposes of comparison and identification. 

They are described in Part II. 

Harrington's (1954) method of dating clay pipes on the basis of 

the diameters of stem holes, proven useful at Jamestown and other 

colonial sites, was not applicable at Fort Laramie nor is it likely 

to be of use in the dating of pipes from similar 19th century sites. 

Oswald (1960:49) notes that the system seems valid until near the 

close of the 18th century when there was a reversion to the short 

stems of the early 17th century. Clearly, the pipe stem method of 

dating is not valid in sites as late as those included in this paper, 

in which only the short stemmed varieties are represented. 

Although the search for information on clay tobacco pipes is a 

tedious process, usually disproportionate to information yield, it 

is continuing at a gratifyingly accelerated pace. Americans today 

are demonstrating a rapidly growing interest in, and concern for, 

representative objects from their historic past. This interest is 

not, of course, limited to old clay pipes. But because clay pipes 

had a universal appeal and are common to all historic sites, they 

serve as valuable research tools both to archeologists and historians 

in dating and interpreting historic remains. Research in this area 

has barely begun; no end is in sight. 

With great appreciation I acknowledge the cooperation of Kermit 

M. Edmonds. With his assistance, a portion of this study which 

initially appeared in Annals of Wyoming (vol. 33, no. 2), has been 
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