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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fort Caroline (20th century Replica) Structure #001
The exact site of the original is unknown. Historic research indicates 

that it was in this vicinity on similar ground. The existing fort is a scale replica 
(2/3 to 3/4 scale,) constructed in 1964. The construction of the replica was baaed 
on the drawings of Jacques LeMoyne, an artist with the colonists. Descriptions in the 
diaries of the colonists were also used. The structure is primarily earthwork,having 
one plank wall facing the river. It is roughly the shape of a triangle, 200' X 200' 
X 300' , each point being modified to form a protective bastion for gun emplacements. 
There is a single entrance of heavy timbers and a moat encompasses the Fort on two 
sides (the river is on the third side.) The base of the two earthwork walls measures 
30' sloping upwards to 20' in width. They are topped by walls 4' high and 3' wide. 
The Fort is currently in good condition and requires only routine maintenance. 
2nd Order of Significance. Location: UTM: 17/4519.05/3361550

Ribault Column-Structure #003
This monument is the replica of the original as shown in the LeMoyne 

drawing of 1564. The original was placed at the mouth of the St. John's River by the 
French to claim this land in 1562, In 1924, this replica was placed at Mayport by 
the Daughters of the American Revolution. In 1957, the replica was moved to St.Johns 
Bluff, its present location. The Column and the bluff are currently in sufah condition 
as to require only routine maintenance. 3rd Order of Significance. Location: UTM: 
17/452920/3361670

Confederate Earthworks-Structure #004
The defensive earthwork battery, mounted several cannon and overlooked 

the St. Johns River. It is adjacent to the Ribault Column. It was constructed in 
September 1862, and abandoned by the Confederates to the Federals in October 1862. 
The earthworks exist today covered with trees and small shrubs. Clearing and restor 
ation needed to bring it to the point requiring only routine maintenance :for pre 
servation would cost$12,000. 2nd Order of Significance. Location: UTM: 
17/452920/3361670

Spanish Campsite Pond
This pond and the pine grove in the southwest side of it are believed 

to have been the site of the Spanish soldiers' camp the night before they attacked 
Fort Caroline. The marshy pond and pine grove, and adjacent ridge, match the descrip 
tion of the area written in 1564. The pond is approximately 10 acres. A research pro 
ject is being conducted by the University of Florida under contract to National Park 
Service to determine the environmental factors affecting the pond. A computer model 
will be formulated which spells out alternative courses of action to take and their 
effects so that the manager may choose action to maintain the historical scene, 
continued maintenance costs will be determined by findings. 
Location: UTM: 17/452600/3361090
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

At Fort Caroline the struggle between France and Spain for supremacy 
in southeastern North America began and ended, virtually. When the Fort was founded 
in 1564 by French Hugenots (Calvinists), there was no other European colony on the 
North American continent this side of Mexico, and France hoped this colony would help 
establish her claim to the New World. The colony was a two-fold insult to Spain; 
first through the French King it challenged Spanish claims to this land, and 
secondly, it represented the presence of heretics which was intolerable to the 
Catholic Church in Spain. These factors served to trigger what was to be the first 
decisive conflict between European kingdoms for a region that later became part 
of the Continental United States. King Philip of Spain sent an armada to Florida 
in 1565. Spanish forces captured the fort, as its garrison had already been 
weakened by famine, internal dissension, and Indian attacks. Renamed San Mateo, 
the post was maintained by Spain through the colonial period. Recent reconstruc 
tion of Fort Caroline was based on a 16th century sketch.

In the 1800's the Fort site became significant again as a defense that 
was placed on the stratetic St. Johns Bluff overlooking the St. Johns River. 
The earthworks were placed there in an attempt to protect the city of Jacksonville, 
a favorite port for blockade runners. The battery was also to protect the entire 
St. Johns River "Valley." vtfhen the Union forces took the position, it gave them 
access to both, and cut off the North-South movement of Confederate troops in 
East Florida.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property is bounded on the west by Shipyard Creek, on the North by the 
St. Johns River, on the south at S. 89 degrees N. 53 CH. On the east, it is bounded 
by the Clyde Bonds' Property, on the North side of Fort Caroline Road and by the 
Barbara Preble property on the east and southside Fort Caroline Road. The 
property is bisected east to west by Fort Caroline Road.
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