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The following Museum specimen labels for NPS natural history collections are

available from the Division of Miseum Services, Harpers Ferry Center.

Label type

NPS FORM # Height by width * (inches)
10-500 Vetebraté Wet Specimen Label 3X5
10-501 Vertebrate Specimen Label 3/4x3 1/,
10-502 Skull Vial or Box Label 3/4x21/5
10-503 Invertebrate Speciman Label 3X5
10-504 Geology Collection 3% 2
10-505 Paleontology Label 23/4% 4
10-506 Wet Plant Specimen Label 3X5
10-507 Invertebrate Label 13/,x21,
10-508 Egg Box Label 13/,x 21,
10-509 Insect Label 1/, x1 1/
10-510 Annotation Label 11/74x4
10-511 Mineral Collection 31/5x%x2
10-512 Herbarium Collection 3X5

with each label

Dimensions important when considering box, jar, vial, or paper size to use



OBJECTIVES

These are the major justifications for the use of NPS museum labels:

1) Proof of Accuracy - labels provide the data that is essential for the
specimen to have value for scientific reasons (which covers NPS uses also). It
has been said that the label is more important than the specimen itself. While
this may not be true, it empasizes that without accurate data, the specimen
cannot be used as a record. Future users will have to judge the authenticity
of the specimen's data by the label and consistancy here is very important.

2) Campleteness of data - NPS labels are formated in an attempt to insure that
the maximum amount of data is recorded to ensure usefulness of the specimen at a
later date. Labels have various formats because different types of data are
recorded for different types of specimens.

3) Access to data - labels give the user ready access to the majority of data
most users require. This benefits the user by not having to refer to other
records and helps to reduce the handling of permanent records such as the
catalog cards.

4) Link to all records - labels provide a link between the accession record,
catalog, and other files concerning the specimen.

5) Property identification - labels clearly identify specimens as U.S. goverment
property which 1is useful for purposes of thefts, temporary loans, and for
tracing specimens which leave the park and are deposited in other institutions
(eg. miseums).




SPECIMEN

ATTACHMENT :

UNIT COF
LABELING:

TECHNIQUES

These labels are attached or associated with the specimens in the
following manners. Note that some labels may be attached in more
than one way. NEVER REMOVE OR DESTROY OLDER IABEL ; if prior label
cannot be maintained on specimen (Damage or lack of space) put old
label with Catolog file and note fact on new label.

GLUED ENCLOSED in

on box jar paper box jar vial
Vertebrate Wet Specimen Label Skull Vial or Box Label
Skull Vial or Box Label Geology Collection
Invertebrate Specimen Label Paleontology Label
Geology Collection Invertebrate Label
Paleontology Label Egg Box Label

Wet Plant Specimen Label Insect Label
Invertebrate label Mineral Collection

Annotation label
Mineral Collection
Herbarium Collection

TIED with string

on_Specimen PINNED down
Vertebrate Specimen Label Insect Label

Annotation Label

A wide range of glues can be used to fix labels on jars and boxs.
Avoid starchy paste type glues as they are more susceptible to
mold and insect attack. Do not use "Model airplane” type glues
with toluene or acetone bases.

All labels are to be used for a single specimen with the following
exceptions:

(1) VETEBRATE WET SPECIMEN LABEL (10-500), INVERTEBRATE
SPECIMEN LABEL (10-503), and INVERTEBRATE IABEL (10-507) have
a space for the number of specimens and can be used on jars
containing specimens of the same species where all the specimens
have the same collection data. The data must pertain to the same
collecting locality, date of collection and collected by.

(2) EGG BOX LABEL (10-508) is to be used for all the eggs in a
clutch fram a single nest. Each egg, and the nest if present, is
given the same catolog number.






