
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS ON THE C&O CANAL

Why was the Canal needed? To provide a means of inexpensive
transportation by water for commercial
development of the Potomac River Valley#

When was the Canal started? President John Q. Adams dedicated the
Canal at Little Falls, (approximately 5
miles from Georgetown) on July 4, 1828.

Where did the Canal start? At Georgetown, D.C., (tidal lock on the
Potomac River).

When and where was the Canal completed? The Canal was completed and dedicated
at Cumberland, MD, on October 10, 1850.

What was the cost of the Canal?——— —"——Almost $12,000,000,(not including interests
costs on loans).

How many people comprised the Canal's labor
force? At the height of construction

4,000 workmen were employed.
What delayed completion? Right-of-way disputes, floods, labor

problems encountered in construction work.
How long was the Canal? Approximately 184.5 miles.
How deep was the Canal? 6 feet deep.
How wide was the Canal? — —60 to 80 feet depending upon section of

the Canal.

How many Aqueducts are there along the canal? 11
How many culverts were built along the canal? Over 165 were constructed.
How many locks are there on the Canal? 74 lift locks, to raise the boats 605 ft.

above sea level; 12 river & feeder locks.
Ifhat were the dimensions of the locks? 100 feet long inside the gates, 141/2 feet

wide, and 16 feet deep.
What was the average number of feet
lift locks raised canal boats? Approximately 8 feet.
How many river dams were located on the

Potomac River along the Canal? 7
Were there any branch canals? The Alexandria Aqueduct used the

Alexandria Canal to transport
goods until it closed in 1866.
The old City Canal in Washington, D.C.
was utilized but proved inadequate for
requirements of the C&O Canal.

What are the dimensions of the Paw Paw Tunnel?—3,118 feet long, 27 feet wide, and
241/2 feet high.

How long did it take to construct the tunnel? Approximately 8 years, an average
of 1 foot completed per day.
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