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IDITAROD is a magical word not only in Alaska, but also in
the Nation and in many other parts of the world. It is a word
that raises different images and emotions in different
people. To the oldest i-\laskan Natives, it recalls the
approximate name of a 19th century Athabaskan Indian
village on a small river now also called Iditarod. To
"Sourdoughs" and others familiar with the State's history,
IDITAROD refers to the now-abandoned Gold Rush town of
the 1910's and its associated mining district in Southcentral
Alaska. More technically, to the historian, IDITAROD refers
to the 1910 Seward-to-Nomemail trail surveyed by the U.S.
Army's Alaska Road Commission. Yet today the name
IDITAROD, above all in National and International
recognition, symbolizes the dramatic, long distance sled dog
race between Anchorage and Nome held each Nlarch since
1973.

In November of 1978, IDITAROD took on still another
meaning when the National Trails System Act was amended.
At the urging of the public, Congress created a new category
of National Trails when the Lewis and Clark, the Oregon, the
Mormon-Pioneer, and the Iditarod were designated as
National Historic Trails.

The IDITAROD NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL (Iditarod NHT)
is composed of the federally administered areas of the Gold
Rush Trail network which connect Seward in southern Alaska
with Nome in northwestern Alaska via the Iditarod Mining
District. The 938-mile Trail, commonly known as the
"Iditarod Trail" during the Iditarod Gold Rush of the 1910's,
was formally constructed by the Alaska Road Commission
under the direction of Walter L. Goodwin during 1910-11.
This constitutes the Iditarod NHT's "Primary Route." Yet
branching from this primary route are hundreds of miles of
land and water based routes and trails. They were important
not only during the 1910's, but also during the entire Gold

Rush Period in Interior Alaska from the 1880's into the
1920's, with some based on even earlier Indian trails. In
addition to the trails used during this period, other routes
used yearly in the IDITAROD TRAIL SLED DOG RACE are
also part of this Trail system. Collectively, these trail
segnlents and associated historic sites make up what is
referred to as the IDITAROD NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL
SYSTEM.

Though the IDITAROD NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL
SYSTEM currently includes only the federally administered
portions of the Gold Rush trail system, the remainder of the
network will be recognized officially as components of the
National Trails System once cooperative agreements between
the Secretary of the Interior and the non-federal land
managers are executed.

This Comprehensive Management Plan, as mandated by
Congress, represents the cooperative efforts of the Bureau of
Land Management, the Forest Service, the Fish and Wildlife
Service, the National Park Service, the State of Alaska, the
Iditarod National Historic Trail Advisory Council, various
local governments, Native corporations, and interest groups,
as well as hundreds of individuals. Together, these agencies,
groups, and individuals have proposed a cooperative
management philosophy.

This management philosophy, which is based on the spirit of
cooperation and on fOlmal agreements, seems particularly
appropriate for Alaska. The entire Trail system would be
managed as a unit by a coalition of volunteer Trail
organizations in partnership with the local land managers who
are ultimately responsible for the various segments of the
Trail. The intent of this plan is for the Federal Government
to initiate cooperative management of the Iditarod NHT, so
that eventually the State of Alaska and a coalition of



volunteer organizations may assume the major portion of the
management responsibility for the Trail system.

The IDITAROD NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL is unique in
Alaskan and American history. It represents the last vestiges
of a truly remote and wild trail system which today remains
much the same as it was 75 years ago. We trust that as
stewards of this remarkable nonrenewable resource, we will
work cooperatively to preserve a prominent part of
America's past for future generations who will treasure this
resource as much as or more than we do today.



Archeologists for the Bureau of Land

Management, examine the remains

of an old dog barn near Pioneer

Roadhouse, Mile 330 on the

Idi tarod Trail.
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~Project Background~

A. National Trails System Act
The National Trails System Act, Public Law 90-5lf3, was
approved on October 2, 1968. This Act states:

In order to provide for the ever increasing outdoor
recreation needs of an expanding population and in
order to promote public access to, travel within,
and enjoyment and appreciation of the open-air,
outdoor areas of the Nation, trails should be
established (i) primarily, near the urban areas of
the Nation, and (ii) secondarily, within established
scenic areas more remotely located.

The original Act instituted a national system of recreation
and scenic trails, designated the Appalachian and Pacific
Crest Trails as the initial components of the National Scenic
Trail System, and prescribed methods by which, and standards
according to which, additional components may be added to
the system. The Act directed that llf specified routes would
be studied for the purpose of determining the possibility and
desirability of designating each as a national scenic trail.
One route named for study was the "Gold Rush Trails in
Alaska." No further identification of the route was included
in the original Act.

B. Alaska Gold Rush Trails Study
The primary task of the Alaska Gold Rush Study Team,
formed in September 1973, was to determine specific trails
that should be studied as a basis of appropriate proposals for
additional national scenic trails. The study team, chaired by
the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, was made up of various
Federal, State, and local government representatives.

In September 1977, the study team made its
recommendations to the President and to Congress in The
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Iditarod Trail (Seward-to-Nome Route) and Other Gold Rush
Trails. The team recommended that the 2,037-mile Iditarod
Trail system be included in the National Trails System and
designated as a National Historic Trail.

C. Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race
In March of 1973, the Iditarod Trail Committee staged the
first IDITAROD TRAIL SLED DOG RACE between
Anchorage and Nome. Twenty-two mushers successfully
retraced the steps of men and dogs from over 50 years earlier
by traveling overland to Nome. The event that year captured
the imagination of many Alaskans. In the years to follow,
interest in the event would spread to many parts of the world
as mushers from many different countries began to enter the
competition. Billed as a 1,Olf9-mile race each year, it
actually exceeds that distance, as well as alternates between
a southern and a northern race route.

Some variation of the northern race route has been used by
the Iditarod Race Committee in 1973, 1971f, 1975, 1976, 1978,
1980, 1982, 1981f, and 1986. This race route generally follows
Trail segments identified on the Iditarod NHT system.

Some variation of the southern race route has been used in
the Iditarod Sled Dog Race in each odd-numbered year
between 1977 and 1985. This race route generally follows
Trail segments identified on the Iditarod NHT system, with
two exceptions. Normally the southern race route leads from
the town of Iditarod to the villages of Shageluk, Anvik, and
Grayling, and then follows the Yukon River to the village of
Kaltag. (This portion of the southern race route, though not
originally listed in the Alaska Gold Rush Trails Study Report
as a potential addition to the Trail system, is certainly
eligible for inclusion into the National Trail System and
should be added at some later date.) In 1981, the Iditarod







1981, and May 7-8, 1981. It reviewed the BLM's management
proposal and approved the recommendations and management
approach contained within the draft document. The
membership of the original i\.dvisory Council is shown in
Appendix 1. Minutes of Advisory Council meetings are on
file at the Anchorage District Office, Bureau of Land
Management.

The Advisory Council will be reinstated once the expired
charter is replaced with a new charter signed by the
Secretary. The main objective of the new Advisory Council
will be to advise the Secretary and all Iditarod NHT managers
and cooperators in the implementation of this comprehensive
management plan.

G. Management Goals
"National historic trails shall have as their purpose
the identification and protection of the historic
route and its historic remnants and artifacts for
public use and enjoyment" (Section 3(c), National
Trails System Act, as amended).

The primary goal of this comprehensive plan is to establish a
common guide which will be used to promote the
preservation, enjoyment, use, and appreciation of the historic
route of the Iditarod Trail. This plan identifies the trails and
sites making up the historic Trail system and recommends
non-binding possible management actions for protecting
significant segments, historic remnants, and artifacts for
public use and enjoyment.

In addition, the plan identifies the opportunities for outdoor
recreation and public enjoyment which are compatible with
the integrity of the historic route and are not destructive to
the cultural and natural resources associated with the
Iditarod Trail.

This comprehensive management plan proposes a cooperative
management system for the Iditarod NHT which is based on a
PARTNERSHIP of: 1) the Federal land managers already
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responsible for sections of the NHT; 2) State, local, and
private landowners/managers who have entered into
cooperative agreements supporting the historic Trail
management concept; and, 3) the Trail management
organization(s), who will accept major responsibilities for
carrying out on-the-ground work on the Trail. The Bureau of
Land Management will be responsible for the
COORDINATION of efforts of all Trail partners.

H. Management Objectives
Components of the Iditarod NHT should be managed by the
respective land managers or owners in a manner consistent
with the intent of the enabling legislation so as to achieve
the following broad, long term objectives:

1) The Iditarod NHT should be managed under a
cooperative agreement system, involving Federal agencies,
the State of Alaska, local governments, private Trail
organizations, and an Advisory Council, using the
Comprehensive Management Plan as a common guide.

2) Encourage and assist the "Iditarod Trail Blazers" a
coalition of Trail organizations and interest groups, to
participate as a working partner in the management of the
Iditarod NHT.

3) On behalf of the Secretary of the Interior, use the
Bureau of Land Management's Anchorage District Office as
liaison for Iditarod NHT matters.

if) ytilize the Iditarod NHT Advisory Council for
consultation with respect to matters related to the Trail.

5) In order to increase public use and enjoyment, all
Trail segments identified for active management should be
managed to protect and interpret their historic values, and
should be identified by the placement of uniform markers.

6) Public use of Trail segments should be encouraged,
protected, and managed to the extent that such use does not



impact the historic values of the Iditarod NHT.
Rights-of-way, easements, management corridors,
cooperative agreements, and access improvements will all be
used to meet this objective.

7) Non-federal sites and segments should be included
in the Iditarod NHT through cooperative agreements as soon
as possible.

8) A full range of publications, maps, and other
materials interpreting the Trail and the component sites and
segments should be made available to the public in order to
increase public appreciation and understanding of the Iditarod
NHT system. This information and education program should
be a cooperative effort of Trail managers and volunteer
groups.

9) Certain segments and all historic sites identified in
Appendix 5 should be further evaluated for possible
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. This
should be done prior to making any binding management
decisions which eventually may include various degrees of
protection, interpretation, and recordation of their historic
values. It is recommended that Levelland 2 sites be given
the highest priority. Detailed management and use plans for
accomplishing this objective should be prepared by the
appropriate land management agency.

10) Nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places should be by a thematic group format submission. If
not possible, then each managing agency should consider
undertaking site-specific nominations of the site
recommended.
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"Musfi! :Husky ana malamute! 9(eep to
tfie trai{!

Tfiey're iepencfing on us, for tfie
government maul"

THE MAIL
Council City News
December 17,1904
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~Historic Overview~

Innuit sled of Norton Sound

"Ifyou love the grandeur of nature--its canyons, its
mountains and its mightiness, and love to feel the
thrill of their presence--then take the trip by all
means; you will not be disappointed. But if you
wish to travel on 'flowery beds of ease' and wish to
snooze and dream that you are a special product of
higher civilization too finely adjusted for this more
strenuous life, then don't. But may God pity you,
for you will lose one thing worth living for if you
have the opportunity to make this trip and fail to
do so. "

C. K. Snow
A t the End of the Trail
Seward, February 15, 1919
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The Iditarod Trail, a symbol of frontier travel and once main
artery of Alaska's winter commerce, served a string of
mining camps, trading posts, and other settlements founded
between 1880 and 1920, during Alaska's Gold Rush Era. The
Alaska Gold Rush was an extension of the Western mining
frontier that dates from the California gold discovery in
18/f8. In each new territory, gold strikes had caused a surge
in population, the establishment of a territorial government,
and the development of a transportation system linking the
goldfields with the rest of the nation. Alaska, too, followed
through these stages. With the increase in gold production,
the non-Native population boomed from a recorded /f30 in
1880 to some 36,/f00 in 1910. In 1912 President Taft signed
the act creating the Territory of Alaska. At that time,
transportation systems included steamship and steamboat
lines, railroads, and four major cross-country dogsled winter
trails. Of the latter, the longest ran from Seward to Nome,
and was called the Iditarod.

The Iditarod Trail was developed as a response to gold rush
era needs. Its antecedents were the Native trails of the
Tanaina and Ingalik Indians and the Inupiaq and Yupik
Eskimos. They knew the route and had developed winter
modes of travel--the dogsled and snowshoe. The peaceful
collaboration of Native groups with the newcomers made
settlement easier.

Our stereotyped image of the parka-clad musher behind a
sled and string of dogs reflects a mixture of Native
technology and European adaptations. The Native sled was
built to carryall the owner's possessions from camp to camp
or from camp to village. The owner ran in front, guiding his
dog team along unimproved trail. The Russian, Lt. Zagoskin,
wrote in the 18/f0's that the Russians introduced the method
of harnessing the dogs single file or in pairs in front of the




