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AD:r.o:NISTRATIVE.DATA 

a. Na.me and Number of Building: 

The North Servants' Quarters is located approximately 40 feet 
west of the north wing of the Custis-Lee Mansion with its long 
axis running east and west. It faces the South Servants' 
Quarters to form a rear court to the Mansion. 

b. Proposed Use of Structure and Justification: 

It is planned to repair and recondition the North Servants' 
Quarters in a manner somewhat similar to the work already 
completed in the South Servants• Quarters. In keeping with 
the wishes of the Congress to restore the structures as they 
were just prior to the Civil War, these quarters should be 
reconverted to the one story structure which they were at 
that time. This is the way the building was remodeled in 
1854 and in which it remained during the remainder of the 
occupancy of the Lee and Custis families. In this work, 
the present basement rooms which were reexcavated and 
restored in 1932 and the outside stairways to these rooms 
will be removed. The furnishings for the kitchen and two 
rooms for servants' quarters when reconditioned will be 
sufficient for these rooms. 

c. Provision for Operating the Building: 

The North Servants• Quarters as formerly will be operated as 
a unit with the Custis-Lee Mansion. Consequently, no 
additional staff members will be needed. 

d. Preliminary Estimate of Cost for Rehabilitating the Structure 
and Grounds: 

A total of $39,444 is available for this work, which will also 
include certain repairs to the Mansion itself. For this reason 
it is difficult to estimate the portion to be allotted to the 
North Building. This may perhaps be $25,000. 
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HISTORICAL DATA 

General History: 

George Washington Parke Custis moved from Mount Vernon to his 
Arlington estate in 1802 and immediate1y began the cultivation 
of crops and the construction of his mansion home. By 1804 he 
had completed the two wings of the Mansion but due to the lack 
of ready cash was unable to complete the center section until 
1818. 

Arlington became the home of Robert E. Lee when he married the 
onl;y" daughter of Mr. Custis in 1831. Mr. Custis increasingly 
relied upon his son-in-law for advice and assistance in the 
management of his affairs and the development of his estates until 
his death in 1857. At that time these responsibilities devolved 
solely upon Lee until 1861 when they were superseded by the greater 
duties imposed by a country at war. 

North Servants• Quarters - Summary of Evidence: 

Few records exist to document the construction of the Mansion and· 
outbuildings. Nothing is known of the initial construction of the 
North Quarters except what can be deduced from the structure it
self. However, renovation and changes made on the structure are 
documented and are listed in Part I, Historical Data of the 
Historic Structures Report. The following excerpt from the above 
reference describes an important change made in the structure prior 
to the terminating date for the period of restoration i.e. 1861: 

"Originally there were two basement rooms in the North Quarters; 
one that was used by the coachman, Daniel Dobson, the other 
served as a summer kitchen. These were separated by an unfin
ished room with an earth floor. The three rooms above were 
occupied by Eleanor Harris, housekeeper; Aunt Judy, famizy nurse; 
Ephraim Derecks, gardener; and George Clark, cook. 

"For some reason, possibly due to dampness, the basement rooms 
were later partially filled in and abandoned. The earliest 
known sketch of the building, made by a member of the Lee 
famizy, about 1854, shows the basement rooms filled in. The 
kitchen at this time may have been moved to the ground level, 
for Robert E. Lee twice refers to this building as the kitchen 
in his application for fire insurance in 1859.n 

Documentary evidence of this change is corroborated by architectural 
evidence as analyzed in this report under 11Architectural Data." 
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Plan for Basic Restoration: 

On March 4, 1925 legislation was approved to restore the Mansion 
in honor of R. E. Lee "as nearly as may be practical to the con
dition in which it existed immediately prior to the Civil War. 11 

In compliance with the law and on the basis of doC'WTlentary evi
dence, the Director, National Park Service, has directed that the 
basement rooms should not be restored, thus incorporating the 
change made prior to 1854. 

Since it is assmned that cooking activities were transferred to 
the upper level when the basement was abandoned, the kitchen will 
be restored in the east room in a fashion similar to its prior 
appearance in the basement. The other two rooms will be furnished 
as they were prior to this restoration pending the preparation of 
an overall furnishing plan for the Mansion and outbuildings. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DATA 

Part I of this report indicated in sufficient detail the architectural 
background of this structure so that it is not necessary to go into it 
again in detail at this time. The basic concept of the restoration is 
to make the building conform to the terms of the instructions of the 
Congress which were, in effect, that the buildings, of which this is 
but one, be restored to the condition in which they existed just prior 
to the Civil war. Evidence has already been produced to prove with
out any doubt that the building in question was at the time a one 
story structure, the basement having been filled in and the first floor 
lowered by Colonel Lee for an unspecified reason, probably dampness. 
The War Department, when it restored this structure along with the rest 
of the complex, seems to have interpreted its instructions to mean res
toration as of the CUstis Period rather than of the Lee Period and the 
north outbuilding was returned by them to the condition at which they 
supposed it existed in that earlier period. our instructions were very 
clear, however, that it is the Lee Period which is to be emphasized. 
It is on the basis of these instructions that the building is being 
returned to the condition in which, so far as we can determine, it 
existed circa 1857. 

Since the basic premise was very clear, the approach which was followed 
was that of attempting to document the premise. The attached photo
graphs will indicate the method which was used to do this, that is, by 
physical research of the building fabric itself". Since so much work 
had been done on the structure by the War Department it was extremely 
difficult to date with any great accuracy the various phases of the 
work. Photograph marked ( 6), indicates the closing up of a former 
entrance and gives us, with some latitude, the probable height of the 
opening. Photograph marked ( 8), shows a similar condition at another 
opening. Examination of the north wall of the middle space in the 
basement identified the lowered floor line which Colonel Lee installed. 
By projection, this coincided very closely with the floor line shown 
on the Brady photograph upon which we are relying heavily as the gen
eral basis for the restoration. 

The building as Mr. custis constructed it is supposed to have had a 
surmner kitchen in the east end. Since there are no records whatever 
to indicate the exact function of the structure after Colonel Lee 
replanned it, except his continuing reference to it as the kitchen, 
we a.re assuming that it continued to be used, at least in part, for 
that purpose and have based our restoration on that assumption. In 
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view of the extreme cru.d.ity of the basic construction of the building 
and of the extent of the War Department restoration it was very dif
ficult to obtain many physical evidences of the details which existed 
in the period to which we are referring. Since the evidence of the 
Brady photograph is incontrovertible, and since such facts as we were 
able to determine agree with the photograph, we feel, however, that 
the restoration is as accurate as~ be under the circumstances. The 
attached drawings indicate the method by which we propose to carry 
this out. 
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APPDDIX 

l;LLUSTRATIOIS, 8 PHOTOGRAPHS 

National Park Service 
Photos Bos. 5622-R through Y 



ILWSTRA'fION NO. 1 

Ground f'loor, west room, west wall. 

Showing fireplace in the Coachman's bedroom as restored by the 

Quartermaster Corps under the supervision of Mr. L. M. Leisenring. 

This is as the room probably appeared when Donald ~obson occupied 

it during the time that George Washington Parke CUstis resided in 

the mansion. 

Photo: Abbie Rowe, November 18, 1960 
Copy neg. on :file National Capital Parks 
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WATCH YOU~ CREDIT UNE 
Th s print may be rcproduc 

on c.:ndit:on that the foUowinl 
credit line ;s used: 
"Photo by Ahl.l '.e R<:ViC--

Courtos1 National Park Service" 



ILWSTRA'.rION 11). 2 

Ground floor, west room, southeast corner. 

Showing portions of plaster removed in order to determine the f'ormer 

f'loorline as it ex::f.sted at the time that Robert B. Lee resided in the 

mansion, and as shown in the Mathew Brady photograph 1861-64, photograph 

No. 21 in appendix of' Historic Structures Report, Part I. See photograph 

No. 5 f'or the only evidence of' the former f'loorllne which was f'ound. 

Photo: Abbie Rowe, November 18, 19Ei0 
Copy neg. on file National Capital Parks 
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Th:s print :nay be reprod~cad 

on condition that the following 
credit line be used: 
"'Photo by Ahbia Rowe-

ourfesy Nat4onal Park Servict'·~ 
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ILWST.RATION ?l>. 3 

Ground floor, east room, southwest corner. 

Showing portions ot plaster removed in order to determine the former 

tloorline as it existed at the time that Robert E. Lee resided 1n the 

mansion, and as shown in the Mathew Brady photograph 1861-64, photograph 

Bo. 21 in appendix of Historic Structures Report, Part I. See photograph 

No. 5 tor the only e:ridence ot the former floorline which was found. 

Photo: Abbie Rowe, November 18, 1900 
Copy neg. on tile National. Capital Parks 
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ILWSTRATIOB NO. 4 

Ground floor, east room, north wall. 

Showing portions of plaster removed in order to determine the former 

floorline as it existed at the time that Robert E. Lee resided in the 

mansion, and as shown in the Mathew Brady photograph 1861-64, photograph 

Bo. 2, in appendix of Historic Structures Report, Part I. See photograph 

No. 5 for the only evidence of the former floorline which was found. 

Photo: Abbie Rowe, November 18, 19lio 
Copy neg. on file National Capital Parks. 
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ILWSTRATION II). 5 

Center room, north wall.. 

Taken through a trap door in the f'J.oor of Room No. 3, showing the only 

evidence found of the location of the nail.ere for the baseboard of the 

room as it existed during the Robert E. Lee period of occupancy. 

Photo: Abbie Rowe, November J.8, 196o 
Copy neg. on file National Capital Parks 
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ILWSTRATION NO. 6 

First floor, Room No. 4, south wall. 

With a portion of the plaster removed from the south wall showing a 

former doorway of the Robert E. Lee period bricked up. 

Photo: Abbie Rowe, November 18, 196o 
Copy neg. on file National Capital Parks 
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'ATCH YOUR CREDIT LINE 
Th!i Dflijt may be reproduce 

n qondilion that the fcilowin 
credit line is used: 
11 8 hoto by Abbie Rowe-

ourtesy National Park Servi"'"'' 
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ILUJSTRATION K>. 7 

First floor, east room, east wall. 

Plaster removed from fireplace breast in search of evidence of a 

fireplace of the Robert E. Lee period. 

Photo: Abbie Rowe, November 18, 19(,o 
Copy neg. on file National Capital Parks 
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ILWSTRATION NO. 8 

First floor, Room No. 2, south wall. 

With a portion of the plaster removed showing the opposite side of 

the bricked up doorway shown in Illustration No. 6. 

Photo: Abbie Rowe, November 18, 196o 
Copy neg. on file National Capital Parks 
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This print may be reproduced 
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