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The Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980 (ANILCA) created vast 

federal land reserves in Alaska, and in part, doubled the total acreage administered by the 

National Park Service (NPS). However, ANILCA was an extensive omnibus act of 

Congress, and as such it represents a'compromise between many interests. NPS access 

management in Alaska must confront the complexity of ANILCA and interpret the agency's 

role within the Act's balance of preservation and development. 

This analysis reviews ANILCA, federal regulations, legislative history, NPS planning 

documents, and case law to determine the pragmatic effect of ANILCA on the NPS. Most 

of the Act's provisions for the NPS modify the agency's traditional interpretation of its 

mandate or create outright exceptions to NPS access policy in Alaska. Although these 

modifications and exceptions are consistent with the history of the National Park System, 

ANILCA indicates a continued lack of commitment to complete conservation in 

contemporary American society. 
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