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CHAPTER I: A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CIVILIAN 

CONSERVATION CORPS 

ORIGINS 

Celebrations throughout the country in 1983 commemorated the 50th 

anniversary of the establishment of the Civil ian Conservation Corps in 

1933. In cities and national parks, speakers gave talks on the local and 

national history of the CCC. Former members of the CCC and interested 

individuals founded organizations dedicated to honoring its work and 

ideals. The CCC, which existed for nine years and three months, has 

remained one of the most popular of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt's 
i 

New Deal programs. 

The intellectual origins of the program predate 1933 by more than 80 

years and come from another continent. In 1850 the Scottish essayist 

Thomas Carlyle wrote that unemployed men should be organized into 

regiments to drain bogs and work in wilderness areas for the betterment 
2 

of society. Then in 1910 Harvard philosopher William James published an 

essay entit led "The Moral Equivalent of War," in which he wrote: 

Now--and this is my idea--there were, instead of military 
conscription a conscription of the whole youthful population to 
form for a certain number of years a part of the army enlisted 
against Nature, the injustice would tend to be evened out, and 
numerous other goods to the commonwealth would follow. The 
mil i tary ideals of hardihood and discipline would be wrought 
into the growing f ibre of the people; no one would remain blind 

1. Conrad L. Wirth and James F. Kieley, " I t 's 50 Years Since CCC Went 
into Act ion , " Courier, The National Park Service Newsletter, 48(Apri l 
1983):3. A number of histories have been wri t ten about the CCC or 
aspects of the program. The best single volume to date is John A. 
Salmond's The Civilian Conservation Corps, 1933-1942: A New Deal Case 
Study (Durham, N.C. : Duke University Press, 1967). For a view of the 
CCC from inside the National Park Service, see Conrad L. Wirth's Parks, 
Politics and the People (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1980). 
Additional works of interest can be found in the bibliography of this 
report . 

2. American Council on Education, Youth jn the CCC (Washington, 
D.C. : GPO, 1942), p. 15. 
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