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CRITERIA FOR LOCATING AND SELECTING 
RESIDENT GROUP CAMP SITES 

These criteria were prepared by Charles C. Stott, 
Professor, Department of Recreation and Park Administration, 
School of Education, North Carolina State University. 

The list of parks and recreation facility developments for 
which he is responsible is long and impressive and, in addi
tion to areas in his native state of North Carolina, his planning 
work extends over a wide area of Southeastern United States. 

I. Location 

A. Accessibility 

The camp site should provide a sense of privacy, freedom 
from interference from the general public and neighbors, and 
remoteness from densely settled areas. A secondary road, 
joining a major highway at some distance from camp, would 
provide adequate access. Because of the multiple use of 
facilities, particularly during winter, an all weather road is 
a must. 

It would be desirable if the camp could be located within 10 
miles to 15 miles of public transportation and a town where 
labor, food and other camp supplies and equipment may be 
purchased wholesale. 

B. Distance 

The camp site should be located where it would serve the 
largest number of potential users with the shortest distance 
of travel. This consideration is not always practical. 

C. Size and Shape of Site 

Suitable land for camping purposes is increasingly difficult 
to find. Sufficient land should be acquired to meet present 
and anticipated demands. 

A minimum of one acre per person should be provided (de
pending to some extent on topography, terrain, nature of 
boundaries, and the shape of the area). 

The campsite should provide an area large enough to develop 
facilities for 100 to 125 campers per week plus an adequate 
staff. This, of course, means that there should be from 100 
to 200 acres or more in the site. This acreage should not be 
bisected by a public road, however free of traffic it may be. 
It is important to have the camp buildings and camp activity 
areas sufficient distance (600 to 1000 feet from heavily 
traveled highway) from public roads so as to avoid distrac
tions and noise from highway. 
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In the event the site considered is adjacent to a State or 
National Park, a U.S. Forest, or other public lands that are 
to continue in "open space" type use, and access may be 
permitted, the actual acreage may be below the minimum. 
Such an assumption may be dangerous in these times, owner
ship of adequate acreage is best. There should be sufficient 
suitable acreage available for development. 

II. Natural Characteristics 

A. Setting 

The site should provide resources that will make possible an 
outdoor living experience. These include forest, native shrubs, 
streams, meadows, lakes, and if possible hills and abundant 
wildlife. The terrain, flora and fauna should be representative 
of that section of the state. 

B. Terrain 

The soil and topography must meet the requirements of health 
and safety and should permit erection of necessary buildings 
without excessive grading and foundation costs. Steep slopes 
and narrow valleys and ridges present development, use and 
maintenance problems. 

III. Utilities 

A. Communications 

Telephone service is desirable and is almost mandatory. Mail 
service is necessary, and one or more daily papers delivered 
in the area is desirable. Electric service is a requirement. 

B. Water Supply 

Before a site is selected, it should be determined by a com
petent engineer that the area will yield an ample water supply. 

C. Sewage Disposal 

Site selected should meet State and County sanitary codes for 
sewage disposal. 

IV. Health and Safety 

A. Drainage 

Good drainage is important to the safety and comfort of the 
campers. Land higher than its surroundings with gentle slopes 
in two direction is the first requirement for good drainage. 
The elevation of the area should be above any possible flood 
levels of adjacent rivers, streams, or lakes. 
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B. Swimming Area and Water 

The swimming area and water must comply with require
ments of State Board of Health. Only in rare instances would 
it be advisable to develop such a swimming facility unless 
the entire watershed of the pond, or lake, was within the 
boundaries of the camp property. If the proposed camp site 
does not afford a lake site or a suitable water area free of 
pollution, a swimming pool should be considered. 

When lakes, ponds, or streams are to be used for swimming. 
it is important to determine by a careful sanitary survey that 
the upstream watershed area is free of pollution. 

C. Medical Facilities 

Assuming that the camp infirmary is adequately equipped, 
that the camp staff is trained in first aid, and that the roads 
to the camp are passable at all times, a doctor and hospital 
should be within a distance that can be covered within twenty 
or thirty minutes. 

D. Controllable Hazards 

Any camp site may have hazards, such as high cliffs, swamps, 
poison ivy, poison oak, standing dead trees, fast currents, 
poisonous snakes, etc. Some may be fixed—such as the high 
cliffs—and, if the assets of the site far outweigh its hazards, 
some plan could be made to reduce the danger. Sometimes 
hazards can be turned into a program adventure through safe
guards and safety education. For example, a swamp may be 
an asset as well as a hazard. The swamp, with inexpensive 
board walkways, will open us a whole new realm of nature 
study opportunity. 

V. Outdoor Recreation and Education 

A. Aquatic Activities 

A camp site should have an area that could be developed for 
swimming and small craft activities. 

A. Play Field 

Terrain should be so that adequate open play space may be 
provided. 

C. Educational Opportunities 

One of the greatest opportunities of a camping experience is 
that of learning to live with nature—to appreciate the world 
out-of-doors, with its forests, soils, water and wildlife. The 
camper should have the chance to relate these natural r e 
sources to his own life, to see the need for conservation of 
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our native heritage, and to become acquainted with the plea
sures of outdoor living with nature. The site should be chosen 
so that the characteristic features of the geographical area are 
shown to the greatest advantage. The site should be located so 
that campers may live in close contact with their resources 
and carry home with them an appreciation for their values. 
Many church, agency and private camp groups have learned 
that they can reach their goals and fulfill their mission more 
effectively with this approach. 

The proximity of historical landmarks and cultural activities 
such as outdoor dramas provide recreational and educational 
richness to the camp program. 

VI. Legal Aspects 

A. Clear Title 

Before a site is selected, it should be determined that a clear 
title can be secured. If a site is offered, the donor should 
enter into a written agreement that the flora and fauna and 
man-made improvements on the property will not be disturbed 
or altered while the site is under consideration or option. 

Deeds to camp sites, ideally, should be accepted without 
covenants or restrictions. Covenants or restrictions that are 
not compatible with sound camp operation and management 
practices should not be accepted. 

For example, retention of timber or pulp wood cutting rights; 
access to a summer cottage on the site, or adjacent property; 
and grazing or farming agreements. 

B. Zoning 

Proposed use and development should comply with local 
zoning laws. This does not preclude the possibility of rezon-
ing of a desirable site. 

VII. General 

If family camping, outpost camping and group picnic facilities are 
to be included on the area, the minimum one acre per camper 
criteria would not be valid. Each site should be selected to meet 
total long range needs. 


