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GOD IS T H E R E , T O O 

By the Rev. Warren W. Ost * 

"I feel closer to God here than I've ever 
felt before," said a lady awed by the spec
tacle of Grand Canyon. Her visit to a 
National Park had been full of inspiration— 
perhaps a religious experience. 

Many people visiting 
parks, forests, and r e 
creation areas expect 
relaxation and r e 
newal. An important 
part of this can be an 
opportunity to worship 
according to their own 
tradition. 

To meet this need, 
national religious 
groups have organized a ministry to pro
vide opportunities for people who wish to 
worship while on a holiday. For twelve 
years now, the Division of Home Missions 
of the National Council of Churches has 
administered this program. Called "A 
Christian Ministry in the National Parks" , 
it provides inter-denominational church 
services not only in National Parks but 
in National Forests and Recreation Areas 
as well. 

In 1964 over one hundred guest minis
ters and 193 seminary and college students 
will conduct more than 250 weekly services 
in 37 areas from Alaska to Florida. Each 
of the seminary students has regular em
ployment as a bell hop, waiter, guide, or 
other job, and provides an opportunity for 
worship for employees and guest in his 

* The Rev. Warren W. Ost is the Director of 
the Department of a Christian Ministry with 
People in Leisure and Recreation, National 
Council of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, 
New York 27, N. Y. 

Mr. Ost is a graduate of the University of 
Minnesota (1948), and Princeton Theological 
Seminary (1951) where he was a Teaching 
Fellow in Christian Education, 1951-1952. 

No stranger to parks, Mr. Ost spent four years 
as a bellman in Yellowstone NP during the 
summers of his college years* and helped to 
organize a program for the seasonal employees. 
With the cooperation of the National Park Ser
vice and the National Council of Churches, 
this program developed into the present pro
gram of A Christian Ministry in the National 
Parks. He was ordained into the ministry of 
the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. in 1951. 

off time. Some of the areas have year 
round church services, others only in the 
main visitor seasons—either summer or 
winter. Last year the staff came from 
more than 20 different denominations of 
35 theological seminaries and from over 
40 states and 2 foreign countries. 

Several of the larger areas have ser
vices sponsored by different faiths. Yose-
mite, for example, has Roman Catholic, 
Jewish, and Mormon Services as well as 
those sponsored by the National Council. 
Most Park Administrators are somewhat 
bewildered by the variety of Protestant 
religious groups. Park officials have been 
glad to have a Protestant Service spon
sored by a national inter-denominational 
agency like the National Council, which 
would try to keep the service as widely 
representative as possible. 

With the great increase in the use of 
parks and recreation areas all over the 
country, the National Council has been 
flooded with requests to provide services 
in state parks, and other kinds of recrea
tion areas. As a result, the Council en
larged its programs to become A 
Department of a Christian Ministry with 
people in leisure and recreation.This De
partment hopes to become a clearing house 
where park executives and church leaders 
can come together to work out ways of 
providing inter-denominational religious 
services in parks, forests, and recrea
tional areas. Every effort is made to 
relate these services to the churches of 
surrounding communities near the 
resorts, so that they become a part of 
the regional religious life rather than a 
competitive outside religious force. 

State and regional Councils of Churches 
have taken considerable interest in such 
a ministry. Our office will be glad to work 
with park officials in developing a policy 
and a program for religious services. 
We will also be happy to establish contact 
with the appropriate church agency to work 
with you in these matters. A carefully 
worked out program of religious service 
in government areas can be an inspiration, 
fit in well with established policies, avoid 
pitfalls of church-state conflicts, and not 
be a headache to administer. 

If we can help you, let us know. 

TALKING THROUGH PUBLIC ADDRESS 
SYSTEM WHILE MOVING 

THROUGH PARK 

Where there is a public address system 
installed and park personnel moving about 
may wish to talk to groups through the 
speakers without going to some fixed mic
rophone position, use of wireless micro
phone equipment is suggested. AtColonial 
National Historical Park, the Vega-Mike 
Wireless Microphone is used. 

The microphone carried by the talker 
includes a small, light short range t rans
mitter. A receiver designed to pick up 
signals from the microphone-transmitter 
is attached to the public address system 
(from which is may easily be unplugged 
at any time if there is need to use the 
"wireless microphone" communications 
system for other purposes temporarily, 
as during a search for a lost person). 

More information about the Vega-Mike 
system may be obtained from the manu
facturer, Vega Electronic Corporation, 
Santa Clara, California, or from your 
electronic equipment dealer. 

TRANSPARENT COATING 
FOR "DUSTING" WALLS 

Where heavy paint would hide the 
texture of walls in historic structures, 
the problem of finding a suitable coating 
can be very difficult. At Fort Moultrie, 
part of the Fort Sumter National Monu
ment, Sullivan's Island, South Carolina, 
several types of sealer were tested last 
year after the interior walls had been 
sandblasted, and finally a silicon water 
repellent known as Aquacide was success
fully used. 

Fort Moultrie has ground oyster shells-
lime- sand-crushed brick walls which were 
constructed between 1811 and 1870. After 
sandblasting, these old walls tended to 
"dust" if not coated. Aquacide binds the 
surface effectively, is colorless, mini
mizes efflorescence, and costs about 
thirty percent less then paint. It was 
applied with a sprayer. 

Where the colorless effect is not wanted, 
the Aquacide may be painted over with 
oil or water base paints. It is not affected 
by alkali, acids, or saltwater. 
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STYROFOAM TECHNIQUE 
OF FISH TAXIDERMY 

Michael Heiser, instructor in museum 
techniques at the Science Hall and Junior 
Museum in Bradenton, Florida developed 
the technique which produces a light
weight, easily-made, mounted-fish speci
men. This method was brought to the 
attention of Lloyd Pierson, Superintendent, 
De Soto National Memorial who forwarded 
it to us for presentation in GRIST. 

The materials used are usually obtain
able at any hobby shop and are inexpensive. 
They include: an extremely sharp knife 
(scalpel or exacto), a dull table knife, 
bone-cutting snips or shears, a small 
camel' s-hair paintbrush, water-color 
paints, styrofoam, paper clips, straight-
pins, small scissors, borax powder, and 
cardboard. 

For best results, start with a fish that 
is frozen solid. A freshly-caught fish can 
be mounted using this technique, but will 
be messier to work with. Before starting 
dissection, trace the outline of the fish 
on a piece of paper, so that you can cut 

Speaj&dt^, o^lvtt&ifinetaUQtt -

the styrofoam "body" to the approximate 
size. Also, make an accurate, full-color 
drawing of the fish. 

Check both sides of the fish for missing 
scales, scars, or any other blemishes, 
and make your incisions on the worst-
looking side. During the work, be careful 
not to de-scale or damage the "good" 
side. 

cavity and inside of mouth. 
At this point, you may fold the skin into 

the natural position and freeze it, for 
storage. 

Now, using a very sharp knife or electric 
styrofoam cutter, shape a piece of styro
foam to exactly fit inside the skin as shown 
below. 

Using the scalpel make incisions through 
the skin according to the dotted lines 
shown above. DO NOT CUT THE 
MEMBRANE UNDER THE JAW. 

Using the sharp knife to begin, dull 
knife thereafter, separate the skin from the 
underlying muscle and fold back the result
ing flaps of skin. BE CAREFUL NOT TO 
PUNCTURE THE SKIN. When you come 
to the base of.the fins, cut the base of the 
fin about 1/4 of an inch from the skin. 

Snip through the backbone at the base of 
the tail. Then work the dull knife between 
the skin and the flesh on the "good" side 
of the fish. Now you should have the car
cass attached to the skin only at the head 
region. Cut through the backbone in the 
"neck" of the fish and cut the carcass 
loose from the skin. Cut through the gills 
at both ends of the gill arch, and remove 
them. 

Using the snips and scalpel, cut out the 
brain cavity and other bones inside the 
skull. Do not cut through the skull. Push 
eyes out from the inside and cut through 
the membrane which attaches them to the 
head. If the tongue is large, simple cut 
it out. 

Scrape the inside of the skin with the 
dull knife held almost at right angles to 
the skin. Scrape in a head-to-tail direction. 
Remove every bit of meat. 

Next, rinse the skin in fresh water, 
spread it out flat, and sprinkle the inside 
surface liberally with Borax powder. Rub 
the powder into the skin and shake off 
any excess. Do likewise to the brain 

Smooth the surface of the "body" by 
rubbing it with another piece of styrofoam, 
much as you would use sandpaper. Fit the 
body into the skin and pin the flaps of the 
skin to the body. Be sure the dorsal fin 
follows the contour of the body. Spread 
the fins and press them between 2 pieces 
of cardboard. Paper-clips can be used to 
hold the cardboard to the fin. 

Let dry at room temperature, but not 
in the sun, for 3 days to one week. Then 
paint the fish with the water colors, and let 
dry. 

Using Satin-Cote Fiberglass Resin, 
mixed with Hardener, paint the Resin on 
the fish. Let dry for 72 hours, then glue 
an artificial eye in the eye socket. 

Remember to work slowly and carefully, 
don't cut the membrane under the jaw, 
don't puncture the skin, and scrape the 
skin thoroughly. Children in the age 
bracket of 9 to 12 have produced credit
able specimens and anyone with a little 
patience and artistic ability should be able 
to produce fine results. 

IMAGINATIVE MUSEUM DISPLAYS 

The folks at Bernheim Forest, 
Clermont, Kentucky, frequently show 
imagination in the development of 
interpretative material, and Richard B. 
Henley, Naturalist, again shares some of 
the results with GRIST readers. 

The idea of a bird and animal speedo
meter is appealing to almost anyojte, but 
especially to young people. This one, 
titled "Nature's Speedometer" (see full 
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photograph and detail), is made on a 
commercially available cork bulletin 
board, painted yellow. The letters are 
black plastic, glued to the surface. The 
lines are drafting tape. 

native to Bernheim Forest are shown in 
this diorama. The diurnal species is shown 
in front of a light background and spot
lighted, but so controlled as not to inter
fere with the dark part of the display. 

The attractive Indian artifact exhibit 
was made from a collection of specimens 
found by park laborers over the years. 
They were arranged and secured in a box 
on a light plastic background; fluorescent 
lighting was added; then the box was mount
ed behind a display panel. A small diorama 
(which had been on hand since the 30's) 
showing the use that Indians made of 
spears, arrows, and skin scrapers, was 
brought back into use and made a part of 
this display. For the heading, two-inch 
plastic letters were used, and the labeling 
was made with a Dymo tapewriter. 

To accompany an exhibit of animal 
skins, a pictorial chart (see photograph, 
"How Many Years Do They Live?") was 
prepared to show the average age that 
animals, birds, and fish attain. Illustra
tions are a combination of free hand draw
ings, pictures from magazines, and 
wildlife federation stamps. 

Very simple animated devices like the 
squirrel exhibit shown here will draw 
much attention. Two species of squirrels 

on a 7 rpm gearmotor (commercially 
available for about $5) which is viewer-
activated. The sketch provides a simplified 
wiring diagram. 

NEW KODAK METAL SLIDE BINDER 

Binding transparencies with the new 
Kodak 2 by 2 Metal Slide Binder is fast 
and easy. The user simply puts the trans
parency into a mask, puts a piece of thin 
cover glass on each side, and slides this 
sandwich into the open end of the metal 
binder. The binder frames three sides and 
holds the slide secure without need for 
tapes or fasteners. 

Slides in the new binders are ideal for 
use in magazine-type projectors, and will 
take almost infinite wear. 

The new type binder has been tested in 
the field, and both the Midwest Region and 
Southeast Region, National Park Service, 
recommended that all GRIST readers be 
told about the development. 

The current Federal Government price 
for the binders is $13.50 per carton of 10 
packages of 50 binders. Masks are 
similarly packaged and cost $5.10 per 
carton. The thin slide cover glass is avail
able in packages of 50 pieces at $1.27 or 
at $1.14 if ten or more packages are pur
chased at once. 

CARDS LIST POPULAR PLANT NAMES 
TO HELP ANSWER VISITOR QUESTIONS 

Some questions posted by park visitors 
can be real stumpers—such as "Do you 
have a pole cat bush here?" or "Are 
there any bunny fuzz flowers in this 
park?" Unless the person manning the 
information desk knows all the popular 
names of various plants, he can hardly 
manage even a good guess in answer to 
such questions. But if someone has built 
up a file of 3 by 5 cards giving popular 
common names of various bushes, trees 
and flowers in the park, the job is easier. 

Naturalist Earl Jackson reported 
recently to Natt N. Dodge, Southwest Re
gional Naturalist, that he has built up quite 
a file of common name references for 
answering such visitors queries. Each 
time he hears or reads of a new common 
name for a plant, he makes up an addi
tional 3 by 5 card to be filed alphabeti
cally. 

The popular common name is entered 
first, in lower case letters. Then on the 
same line, in the middle of the card, in 
capital letters, is the NPS accepted com
mon name. At the right on the same line 
is the technical name of the family, and on 
the next line, of the genus and species. 

If the park has a herbarium, the card 
should indicate whether there is a speci
men of the item in the collection. There 
should be a separate card for eachcommon 
name, and this may mean ten or more 
cards for a single plant. 

In the dark area, flying squirrels, which 
are nocturnal, are shown against a back
ground of flat black, perforated and back
lighted to simulate stars, and spotlighted 
with a blue bulb to give an illusion of 
moonlight. One flying squirrel is mounted 
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ONE-MAN HOT ROLLER 
PATCHES ROADS 

Making good small patches in blacktop 
roads usually either requires use of large 
heating and rolling equipment, or the slow 
and uneven work of men using hand tam
pers and smoothers which must be heated 
for best results. Now there is a machine 
available, however, that makes the work 
simple, fast and economical—the one-man 
"White's Heated Asphalt Roller" tried 
out extensively in recent months at Vicks-
burg National Military Park (see photo
graph). 

The White's Roller is about as heavy 
as one man can push, yet -can be hauled 
on the tailgate of a pickup truck (using 
hook provided on handle) and loaded and 
unloaded by two men. Because of the con
centrated weight (315 to 335 pounds in an 
18-inch width) and the heat, the roller 
is said to have the compaction character
istics of a 5-ton motorized roller. Not 
only is the roller itself heated from inside, 
but there is a "pre-heater" in front of 
the roller which may be turned on to dry 
out wet pavement and to soften the surface. 

One end of the roller is sealed and flat, 
permitting the machine to be used safely 
close to walls. The handle telescopes and 
can be extended to nine feet. A length of 
pipe which serves as the loading and un
loading handle for the machine is carried 
on a special prong along the pushing handle, 
away from the heat, but is inserted through 
holes just in front of the roller when the 
machine is to be lifted; thus this cool 
loading handle can be used even with the 
heated machine to permit fast travel to a 
new location without waitingf or cool-down. 

A report from Vicksburg says that 
roadside repair work has been reduced to 
a one- or two-man operation with the 
White roller, using the following steps: 

1.) Clean out damaged section. 
2.) Apply a single tack coat. 
3.) Cover the section with cold mix. 
4.) Heat the cold mix with the burner 

unit on the front of the roller and 
continue to roll until patch is com
pletely smooth. 

White's Heated Asphalt Roller is made 
by the L. B. White Company, Inc., 3235 
George Street, La Crosse, Wisconsin. It 
sells for about $300. F.O.B. La Crosse. 

TEXTURED OUTSIDE WALL COATING 
COVERS CRACKS, RENEWS SURFACE 

At Tumacacori National Monument, 
Arizona, the cracked masonry walls of a 
building were coated with RE-NU-IT, a 
heavy textured exterior resurfacer that 
has been extensively employed at other 
government installations throughout the 
United States. The Tumacacori Chief of 
Operations and Maintenance recommends 
use of RE-NU-IT. 

Although the product is especially ef
fective for such masonry surfaces as 
stucco, cement block, brick and the like, 
it may also be used directly on wood or 
metal. The liquid includes mica and as-
bestoes in its formula and may be applied 
by spray or brush. It is guaranteed for 
ten years against cracking, peeling or flak
ing, with the RE-NU-IT Corporation 
agreeing to furnish free replacement 
quantities if any such damage occurs. 
The Corporation has offices at 424 West 
42nd Street, New York, New York, 10036. 

TRASH NET FOR TRUCK 

A simple way to keep trash and garbage 
from blowing or bouncing out of a truck 
is to use a net cover. At Straits State Park 
in Michigan, J. Bentgen used a surplus 
Army skeet net for the purpose, cutting 
it to size and tying it all around to a length 
of 1/2-inch manila rope. 

As shown in the sketch, " J . B . " then 
made up a roller to take up the net when 
not in use. The roller was made from 2 by 

TRUCK-MOUNTED EXTENSION LADDER 

From Shenandoah National Park come 
these photographs of a truck-mounted 
extension ladder. It does many of the 
jobs which the much more expensive 
hydraulic "cherry picker" devices per
form. 

In this case the ladder is mounted on 
an electrician's truck. It is hand operated 
for both horizontal and vertical control. 
Extremely flexible, the unit is used at 
Shenandoah for changing bulbs in street 
lights, repairing aerial lines, trimming 
trees, and a variety of other chores. 

2 lumber, and the brackets which hold it 
are made from steel strapping bolted to 
the front and side racks in such a position 
that the roller is about six inches above 
the top edge of the side racks. The handle 
used to turn the net roller may be fastened 
with a spring to keep it from turning. 
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over easier. Removing a front loader had 
taken two men about two hours using 
blocks, poles, jacks, etc., in the past, 
but using John's windlass, one man can 
remove or install the loader in about 
fifteen minutes, with safety. 

Details of construction of John's wind
lass are shown in the sketch supplied to 
us by Richard R. Butler, Park Ranger at 
Potawatomi. 

TRUCK FAN-BELT-DRIVEN 
PORTABLE GENERATOR 

A small 110-volt generator, driven by 
a truck engine fan belt, can provide a very 
useful power source for a variety of port
able power equipment, such as drills, 
saws, and sprayers. Some parks use 
electric hedge trimmers and lawn edge 
trimmers powered by such a generator. 

The first photograph shows a genera
tor installed in a maintenance truck at 
Shenandoah National Park. In the second 
photograph an electric drill is shown 
plugged into the dash mounted control 
panel. 

As the photograph shows, the trough, near 
a rustic well-head, has been provided 
with bubbler fountains on one side. They 
are so fixed that water flows in an arc 
toward the trough, which carries the 
runoff. Even the step provided for small 
children at one of the fountains is a piece 
of very old timber. 

WINDLASS REMOVES FRONT-LOADER 

To get maximum use from some park 
tractors, such heavy attachments as front 
loaders must be removed to make way 
for other equipment from time to time. 
At Potawatomi State Park, Wisconsin, 
John Djuplin, a Conservation Aid, designed 
and built a windlass to make the change-
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VASELINE FOR TRAFFIC 
COUNTER WINDOW 

Almost by accident, Jack V. Houston, 
Administrative Assistant at Fort Clatsop 
National Memorial in Oregon discovered 
that in any area where humidity is high, 
it becomes easier to read through the 
glass of an outdoor traffic counter if both 
outside and inside of the glass have had a 
light coating ofVaseline. On the underside, 
the Vaseline prevents condensation. On 
the outside, it improves run-off of rain 
and dew. 

It happens that Ranger Henry Hilliard 
on the Natchez Trace Parkway taught 
Jack to use Vaseline to coat the inside 
metal of each traffic counter to prevent 
corrosion. However, Jack always care
fully wiped off any of the Vaseline that 
got on the glass—until one day he forgot 
to take this step and discovered that the 
next time he wanted to take a reading, 
the usual condensation was missing. Now 
he never has to unlock the counter to take 
a reading. 

UTILITY WASH PAN 

When washing grease off small parts 
in the garage, or doing other such tasks 
where a sturdy but inexpensive wash pan 
is called for, try using one made from a 
one-gallon can as shown in the sketch. 
One side of the can is cut off, the sharp 
edges are crimped down, and the pan is 
ready for use. 

This idea was one of many good ones 
sent in from Michigan, in this case by 
R. K. Glatus, Manager of the Brighton 
Recreation Area. 

PREVENTING EXCESSIVE DUST 

In some parts of Zion National Park, 
Utah, there is desert dryness, and dust 
can become a serious problem. So a 
recommendation from park personnel 'at 
Zion on a dust control product deserves 
special attention. Now they have called 
the attention of GRIST to SANI-SOIL-
SET, a light-colored liquid petroleum 
product. 

The SANI-SOIL-SET coats and 
permeates surface soil evenly, preventing 
formation of loose dust particles. Appli
cation can be made by hand sprinking 
can, garden type pressure sprayer, or 
sprinkling truck. Generally, it takes about 
one quart to treat a square yard of sur
face, but the amount required will vary 
slightly with the nature of the soil. 

SPEEDING COLD WEATHER 
OIL FLOW FROM DRUMS 

Lawrence E. White, a Clerk in the 
Bluffs Maintenance Area of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, recently reminded us about the 
value of using a little air pressure to 
make oil flow freely from drums in cold 
weather. He suggests that one of the screw-
type plugs in the top of a drum be taken 
out and drilled with a hole large enough to 

take a truck tube type of air valve. When 
a compressed air source, even a small 
hand pump, is attached it is easy to put 
enough pressure on the oil so that it will 
flow out fast even in quite cold weather. 

SPECIAL DOWELING DEVICE 
FOR SIGN CONSTRUCTION 

A tool has been developed at the Griffith 
State Nursery Sign shop in Wisconsin that 
greatly speeds up the process of boring 
holes for dowels and rods in the two-inch 
planks used in constructing routed signs 
for the Forests and Parks Division, Wis
consin Conservation Department. 

Homer L. Byington, maintenance man at 
the Nursery, designed and constructed the 
time-saving device using a heavy-duty, 
quarter-inch electric drill to do the boring. 
The drill is mounted on cross pieces, 
which are bolted to two 3/8 by 38-inch 
strips which fit into and can slide along 
the regular guide grooves in the top of a 
standard saw table. 

Using Homer's device, you can lay the 
2-inch plank on the saw table and simply 

slide the drill toward it as the drill bit 
cuts the hole. A nut welded to a hinge 
fastened to one of the drill cross pieces 
has a long machine bolt screwed into it 
to provide an adjustable depth gauge. The 
hinge permits the bolt to be flipped to one 
side when you wish to drill all the way 
through a plank to permit a support rod 
to be run through it for sign erection. 

Homer uses an electrician's drill bit 
to provide sufficient length to bore holes 
six inches or more deep in the planks. 
If the plank is too wide to be drilled all 
the way through from one side, it may be 
drilled halfway through on one side, flipped 
over, and drilled the remaining distance. 

Most drill presses can bore to a maxi
mum depth of 4 1/2 inches, which does 
not provide sufficient capacity for drilling 
through the 10- or 12-inch planks usually 
employed for signs. Homer's device also 
is simpler to use than a drill press, as 
the planks lie flat during drilling. 

When the saw table is being used for 
this drilling purpose, it is best to remove 
the plate insert which encloses the saw 
blade slot, as the enlarged opening will 
provide space to let shavings and boring 
waste fall away. 

POURING CONCRETE POSTS 
WITH INDENTED LETTERS 

Use of multiple breakdown-type con
crete post forms plus use of "homemade" 
lead numbers and letters for making 
indented markings permits the rapid 
manufacture of quantities of posts bearing 
whatever lettering or numbering may be 
desired. The system pictured here, simple 
enough to be set up in almost any park 
shop, is successfully used in Shenandoah 
National Park, Virginia. 

The first photograph shows concrete 
being shovelled into a set of fifteen break
down-type post forms, each 6 by 6 inches 
by 7 feet. Bevel pieces are attached to the 
wooden form, to provide bevelled edges 
on the finished posts. Two pieces of 1/2-
inch reinforcing steel rod are placed in 
each post from during pouring. After pour
ing, a vibrator is used on the outside face 
of the set of forms, to obtain uniform 
settlement. 
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The second photograph shows a routed 
wood block which is used in casting lead 
letters to be used in making indented 
letters on the posts. In the third picture, 
such lead letters are being pressed into 
the concrete. The letters are greased be
fore use so that they can be easily removed 
when the concrete has set enough to hold the 
indentation. Later, indentations may be 
filled with paint of any desired color. 

The fourth picture shows wood separa
tion strips being removed after the 
concrete has set. After all parts of the 
forms are removed except the bottom 
piece, the posts are cured in this position 
for a few hours. Then they are taken out, 
rubbed to obtain a smooth finish, and 
stacked as in the fifth photograph. A 
finished post, as installed for use, is shown 
in the final photograph. 

In the posts made at Shenandoah, an 
indentation is made on all four sides of 
each post near the top to receive an 
aluminum strip on which identifying de
tails may be stamped for park records. 
Any number of such indentations may be 
provided by putting the necessary pro
jections on the forms before posts are 
cast. 

DECORATIVE DIRECTIONAL SIGN 

An attractive main directional sign 
built for the Daisy Field Camp Area, 
Potowatomi State Park, Wisconsin, would 
add to the appearance of almost any park, 
as the photograph shows. Park Ranger 
Richard Butler, Manager of Potawatomi, 
was responsible for having the sign de
signed and constructed. 

The planter area around the base of the 

sign is intended to have such plants as 
petunias or geraniums in summer and 
chrysanthemums in the fall. Floodlighting 
will be provided, with lights turned on and 
off automatically by timer or light-sensi
tive switch. 

Details of construction may be seen in 
the sketch. Note that the wooden legs of 
the sign standard are set in concrete the 
height of the stone planter to prevent decay. 
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HANDRAIL FOR OUTSIDE 
BASEMENT STAIRWAYS 

Someone has finally done something 
about those treacherous entranceways that 
descend from the outside surface into 
basements. He is Joseph C. Silberholz, 
Foreman II, Carpenter, Independence NH 
Park, Philadelphia and his solution is de
picted here in sketch and photo form. 

A BENCH WITH A PLUS 

From an Omaha, Nebraska friend, 
Francis J. Goodrich, GRIST has received 
this photograph of a bench which he de
signed for all-year use on his patio. 

Materials are clear fir, free from pitch 
pockets. The legs are 4 x 4 inch "penta" 
treated posts imbedded in the ground about 
3 feet. Parts are bolted together wherever 
possible. The entire structure has been 
given two coats of oil stain for protection 
and attractive appearance. 

An important "plus" in this bench is 
the shelf extending from the back rest. 
It can be used for soft drink bottles, 
glasses, ash trays, etc. A child can turn 
around, with legs under the back rest, and 
eat his meal from the shelf, freeing space 
at a picnic table for adults. The corner 
of the shelf is constructed of strips with 
open joints, designed as a place for orna
mental potted plants. 

Frank's concrete patio is shown here 
flooded for ice skating, so the bench shelf 
has undoubtedly held many a steaming hot 
drink as well as the cool drinks of summer. 

NEW TRASH RECEPTACLE FOR 
THE NATION'S CAPITAL 

A new type of trash container some
times referred to as the "tulip" design 
recently introduced into the National Capi
tal Region, National Park Service, has 
received favorable comments from private 
citizens, park administrators and archi
tects. 

While visiting parks in England two 
years ago, Regional Director T. Sutton 
Jett was impressed by the trash recep
tacles which were used there. Upon 
returning to the United States, he ordered 
half a dozen sent to the Region for a trial. 
They were placed in Rock Creek Park, and 
the opinions of park officials and private 

citizens were elicited. It was the consen
sus of these opinions that they were super
ior in appearance and more practical to 
use than the metal containers which had 
been in use. It was also noted that they fit 
well into the landscape planning of nearly 
every type of park area, even those which 
form settings for the national memorials. 

Certain modifications to the design of 
the receptacles secured from England 
were made by the National Capital Region 
planners in order to make them stronger 
and more sanitary. The modified design 
calls for a metal liner with a plastic can 
insert which is easily lifted for emptying. 
The metal liner is painted Chinese red 
and the slats are stained oak. 

In constructing the receptacles, a con
crete block is placed in the ground with a 
metal "sleeve" in which a pipe is bolted to 
support the receptacle several inches 
above the ground. There is a steel plate 
on the bottom of the receptacle and steel 
rods placed like spokes of a wheel to sup
port the metal hoops. Stained oak slats are 
screwed to the hoops and make an attrac
tive design. 

The National Park Service ordered 300 
of the trash receptacles to be made by de

pressed area labor at Harpers Ferry, 
West Virginia. They are gradually being 
placed in the parks to replace the older 
style metal containers. 

RANGER 'RED' sez:-

"Most people want lots of pro
gress, so long as they don't have 
to change anything." 

Jim Burnett & IBL 

Joe uses standard 1 1/2-inch railing 
pipe with railing elbows, tees and flanges 
in the usual manner from the basement 
up to a point just below the cellar door 
frame, and there is where his clever idea 
takes its place. A 4-way pipe connector 
accommodates a post and a standoff nipple 
to the side wall. The standoff is not thread
ed, but is made to slip into and out of the 
connector. An additional length of pipefits 
into the upper end of the connector to com
plete the railing above the outside surface, 
but the part of the connector to which it is 
fastened swivels, permitting this upper 
section to be swung down so that the doors 
may be closed. 

When the doors are opened, another 
standoff, with single swivel tip, mounted 
to the under side of the door by means of 
a floor flange, accommodates the railing 
pipe in a raised position. This swivel e l 
bow comes apart simply by removing a 
harness snap fastened by a chain to the 
under side of the door near the flange. 

The advantages of Joe's idea are at once 
apparent: not only does it provide a rigid 
railing to grab hold of while using the 
stairway, but holds the cellar door in an 
upright position offering protection on the 
sides of the cellar way. 


