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PREFACE 

T 
he product of clashes and convergences between 

MH^B Spanish settlers, indigenous peoples. Africans, and 
later Anglos in the aftermath of 1492, the people that today we call 
Latinos have deep roots in the land that became the United States. 
During the colonial period, they were responsible for the first printing 
press, the planting of the first wheat seeds, and the first rodeo show held 
in the Americas. 

As the United States moved west, south, and across the oceans in the 
19th century and set its boundaries in the 20th, Latino laborers worked 
in the fields, on the railroads, and in the steel mills, foundries, and 
factories, making enormous contributions to the wealth of the United 
States. Even when they faced discrimination in the home front and 
were barred from voting for the Commander-in-Chief that sent them 
to war, hundreds of thousands of Latinos served in the U.S. military, 
receiving dozens of distinctions for valor while insisting on their full 
citizenship rights. Latinos have played a major role in upholding the 
nation's democratic principles through movements for desegregation, 
quality health care, and better wages and working conditions for all 
Americans. The following pages invite the reader on the compelling 
journey of American Latino heritage in the United States. 
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