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Lyndon Johnson's Texas 
The Hi l l Count ry of Texas, wh i ch had been the home of the Johnson 
fami ly for more than a century , is an in-between place. To the east are 
softer, more humid lands. To the west s t retch h igh plains, plateaus, and 
deserts. The Hil l Count ry partakes of both regions. 

In season, f low ing streams lace ter raced hills cove red w i th wi ld f lowers. 
Smal l val leys wi th scat tered farms and fat cat t le nest le be low ragged 
skyl ines of rock and cedar. It is a pastoral paradise, a midd le landscape 
whe re man and nature b lend gent ly together . Snug houses made f rom the 
l imestone of the hills symbol ize this par tnership. 

But there are other seasons and o ther cycles. S u m m e r storms sweep 
v io lent ly th rough these hil ls, bat ter ing them wi th thunder and hai l , r ipping 
the val leys wi th c loudburst f loods. Winter winds come down f rom the plains, 
wh ipp ing the r idges, dr iv ing men and animals to shelter. Heat and drought 
smi te this border land. When dry spel ls last too long, the ever -green Texas 
oaks drop the i r leaves and languish for a whi le , dormant unt i l the rains 
come back. 

Out of this place came a man who personi f ied these many, of ten con 
f l ic t ing moods. A man of great gent leness and v io len t energy. A man 
somet imes ef fusive and joyous, at home in a c rowd . A man somet imes 
w i thdrawn, in lonely bat t le wi th his own bl izzards and droughts . He was 
the 36 th President of the Uni ted States. 

Lyndon Baines Johnson was, doubt less, the last President whose roots 
and ear ly exper ience br idged the gap be tween the old Amer ica of local 
f ront iers , crossroads, and c lose ne ighbors , and the new Amer ica of wor ld 

Scenes from the life of LBJ 

power, big c i t ies, and unknown neighbors. His deepest mot ive as a publ ic 
man was to make people ne ighbors again. His greatest monumen t is his 
40-year record of labor and ach ievement in serv ing this goal—as teacher, 
publ ic off ic ial , and e lder statesman. 

In the perspect ive of history, his Presidency came dur ing an era of national 
stress. The era began long before he assumed of f ice and is w i th us yet , 
a t ime of t ransi t ion f rom old orders to new ones stil l undef ined , a t ime 
born of potent forces that resist cont ro l . No man exerc is ing power dur ing 
th is str i fe- f i l led per iod has run the gaunt let of these ter r ib le forces un
scathed, e i ther in act ion or in reputat ion. 

President Johnson's or ig ins and temperament put h im in d i rect conf ronta
t ion wi th these power fu l cur rents . He was a man who refused the not ion 
that prob lems cannot be so lved. In the spir i t of his f ront ier her i tage, he 
jo ined the batt le wi th opt imist ic faith that so lut ions and contro ls wou ld 
fo l low f rom his ef forts. His tory, as t ragedy, was fore ign to his nature. 

From these d i f ferent arenas of an act ion-f i l led l i fe—arenas he cou ld c o n 
trol and those he cou ld no t—emerged a man w h o strove might i ly , w h o 
w o n great successes, and who, despi te his power fu l w i l l , susta ined in 
evi table t ragedy. Here, in the land of his b i r th and you th—the place he 
kept coming back to—are some reminders of th is man, the places and 
th ings and peop le he loved, the home to wh ich he re tu rned. 

The myths and real i t ies of Lyndon Johnson's f ront ier her i tage he lped 
shape both his l ife and what was wr i t ten about h im. History was a present 
fo rce in the Johnson fami ly. The forebears who had made that her i tage 

tu to red the ch i ld . He sat in the lap of a cat t le-drover grandfather who had 
"pointed them nor th " on the Chisho lm Trai l . He peered under the log 
cabin where his own grandmother and infant aunt had h idden f rom raiding 
Comanches. Heroes who had wres ted homes f rom the w i lderness re
min isced on his f ron t -porch . 

His boyhood h o m e in Johnson City and the set t lement of his ancestors 
a shor t walk away embody a part of this o lder Amer i ca that nour ished the 
ch i ld and mo lded a large part of the man. Here are the places and the 
images that he lped st ructure President Johnson 's v iew of how the wor ld 
ough t to be. 

Lyndon was 5 w h e n his father moved the family into the comfor tab le house 
on 9 th Street in 1913. G row ing up in Johnson City was a mix tu re of hard 
real i ty and boyhood adventure . Bes ides the never-end ing chores, he 
found t ime to do the th ings most kids d id : breaking his arm fal l ing out of 
the barn, p lay ing f irst base and p i tcher on sandlot and school teams, r id ing 
a bo r rowed donkey to the Pedernales River, and occasional ly get t ing into 
t roub le . 

Lyndon's mother and father each had a pro found in f luence on the lanky 
youngster . Rebekah was one of the few co l lege-educated w o m e n in the 
count ry and took her fami ly and civ ic responsibi l i t ies ser iously. She im
parted to Lyndon , his brother , and th ree sisters a devout bel ief in the 
necessi ty of educat ion and a compassion for human needs. H is father, Sam 
Johnson , was a State legislator who taught his sons the facts of pol i t ical 
l ife in the t rad i t ion of agrarian l iberal ism. When Lyndon f inal ly left for 
co l lege in 1927, he had already begun to shape his ideas and values 

about the wo r l d around him. They were the foundat ions that sustained 
his later bel ie fs and purposes as he wrest led wi th the incred ib le c o m 
plexi t ies of modern Amer ica and the wor ld as President. 

The years in the house on 9th St reet were format ive for young Lyndon , 
but it is at the LBJ Ranch—the Texas Whi te House—that the ful l impact 
of Lyndon Johnson 's energy and power can be felt . Here as President, 
as en t repreneur , as lord-of- the-manor rancher, he su r rounded himself 
wi th fami ly and f r iends. Wi th in this inner c i rc le , he used yarns and anec
dotes to proud ly procla im the v i r tues of good upbr ing ing and hard work, 
the v i r tues that he lped him create th is grand spread in the center of his 
ancestral homeland. He regaled visi tors wi th his own sense of place, made 
real by g reen pastures, prize cat t le, and an imposing ranch house. Some 
guests, perhaps because of their host's unst int ing joy and hospital i ty, 
went away a bi t env ious of this man who so obv ious ly be longed . 

But this homestead was much more than a showplace for power and pr ide. 
It was an operat ing ranch, where events cou ld be con t ro l led . Here a man 
who loved act ion cou ld set a task, get it go ing , and get it done . It was a 
heal ing place far removed f rom the tu rbu lence of Wash ington. Here, too, 
was the ancestral cemetery , the place whe re Lyndon was born , the house 
where he v is i ted his revered grandfather , the one- room school whe re he 
started the long t rek f rom rustic lad to wor ld leader. 

At the LBJ Ranch one senses the contrasts that l ived on in the man: the 
ch i ld w h o chewed a blade of grass and wondered if it wou ld rain and if 
the r iver wou ld rise, the man who st rode for th on the wor ld stage, came 
back to wo rk his ranch, and f inal ly jo ined his ancestors. 

His father, Sam Ealy 
Johnson Jr., and mother, 
Rebekah Baines Johnson. 

Lyndon at age 4. Standing alongside his 
father's Model T. 

Editor of the student 
newspaper at college. 

With his grade school class 
at Cotulla in 1928 (above), 

and speaking on his front 
porch during his first 
congressional race. 

Chief Executive The Johnsons with one of 
the grandchildren. 

About Your Visit 

Memorial to a President 

Lyndon B. Johnson Na
tional Historical Park and 
Lyndon B. Johnson State 
Historical Park represent 
a flourishing cooperative 
effort that is the work of 
President and Mrs. John
son. The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department oper
ates the State park located 
across the Pedernales 
RiverfromtheLBJ Ranch. 
The National Park Service 
administers areas on the 
opposite side of the river 
and within Johnson City, 
14 miles east. Together 
the two parks interpret the 
Texas Hill Country, its 
influence on Lyndon 
Johnson, and the life of 
the President. To a degree 
unparalleled among pres
idential parks, they are a 
physical documentation of 
the origins, ancestry, and 
full life span of a President. 

Johnson Family Cemetery Austin to Fredericksburg 

On January 25, 1973, 
Lyndon Johnson was 
buried as he wished, with 
simple ceremony, beneath 
the great live oaks in the 
family cemetery on the 
banks of the Pedernales 
River. 

Lyndon B. Johnson Na
tional Historical Park con
tains two distinct areas: 
Johnson City and the LBJ 
Ranch. In Johnson City 
the principal points of in
terest are the Boyhood 
Home of Lyndon Johnson 
and the Johnson Settle
ment. A visitor center pro
vides information about 
the park, exhibits, and 
publications. 

From the Boyhood Home 
you can walk or take a 
horse-drawn wagon to the 
nearby Johnson Settle

ment. This complex of re
stored historic structures 
traces the evolution of the 
Texas Hill Country from 
the open-range cattle 
kingdom days of Lyndon 
Johnson's grandfather, 
Sam Ealy Johnson, Sr., to 
the local ranching and 
farming of more recent 
times. An exhibit center 
tells this story in pictures 
and artifacts. 

LBJ Ranch Go first to the 
State Park Visitor Center 
to find out how best to see 
the State park and the 

national park. Regularly 
scheduled tour buses 
operated by the National 
Park Service leave the 
visitor center for the ranch 
tour, which includes the 
one-room country school 
first attended by Lyndon 
at 4, his birthplace, (recon
structed), the Johnson 
Family cemetery where 
the President is buried, 
and views oftheranchand 
its registered Hereford 
cattle. Access to the LBJ 
Ranch is by tour bus only. 

Related Sites 

The Lyndon B. Johnson 
State Historical Park has 
a visitor center with ex
hibits and programs. The 
park also operates the 
Sauer-Beckmann living 
historical farm and pro
vides facilities for outdoor 
recreation and nature 
study. The facilities in
clude a swimming pool, 
tennis courts, a baseball 
field, hiking trails, and 
picnic areas. 

The Lyndon B. Johnson 
Library, on the campus of 
the University of Texas at 
Austin, is operated by the 
National Archives and 
Records Service of the 
General Services Admin
istration. It is both a center 
of scholarly research and 
a h istorical museum. There 
are three floorsof exhibits 
highlighting President 
Johnson's long public 
career. 

Fredericksburg reflects 

the rich cultural legacy of 
German immigrants who 
first arrived in central 
Texas in the 1840s. Its 
many historic structures 
and German food and fes
tivals perpetuate a Euro
pean atmosphere. In the 
Pioneer Museum on Main 
Street are many artifacts 
associated with the early 
days. The Admiral Nimitz 
Center, housed in one of 
the most venerable build
ings in central Texas, com
memorates the life and 
achievements of World 
War II Fleet Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz, whose 
grandfatherwasoneofthe 
early German settlers. 

The LBJ Library in Austin 
contains a great part of the 
record of Johnson's 40 
years of public life. "It's 
all here," Johnson said 
proudly at the dedication, 
"the story of our time— 
with the bark off.'' 

Safety 

We want your visit to be 
pleasant and rewarding. 
Please observe a few 
safety precautions: 
• Do not pet or feed the 
draft animals, climb corral 
fences, or approach the 
longhoms. Remain seated 
on wagon and bus tours. 
• Children under 14 must 
be accompanied by a re
sponsible adult on wagons, 
buses, and in all buildings. 

Administration 
Lyndon B. Johnson Na
tional Historical Park is ad
ministered by the National 
Park Service, U.S. Depart
ment of the Interior. A 
Superintendent, whose 
address is P.O. Box 329, 
Johnson City, TX 78636, 
is in immediate charge. 
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