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Walking Tour

Herbert Hoover's long career in the pub-
lic eye was preceded by an upbringing in
a small farm town. Both periods of his life
are represented on the walking tour through
the Herbert Hoover National Historic Site.
The site was designated on August 12,
1965, to preserve in public ownership

The small, 14-by-20 foot Birthplace Cot-
tage was built by Jesse Hoover and his
father Eli in 1871. Herbert was born here
in 1874, but by 1879 Jesse had sold both
it and the blacksmith shop and moved his
family into a larger dwelling farther south
on Downey Street. When the cottage was
restored to its 1874 appearance in 1939,
as much as possible of the original furni-
ture belonging to Jesse and Hulda Hoover
was acquired for the house. It still stands
on its original site at the corner of Downey
and Penn Streets.

The Blacksmith Shop, northwest of the
birthplace cottage, is similar to the one
operated by Jesse Hoover from 1871 fo
1879. Jesse's abilities, and the needs of
this farming community, guaranteed that
he had a steadily increasing business. The
shop is equipped with tools of the type
used by Jesse. Demonstrations of black-
smithing are often held here during the
summer months.

historically significant properties associ-
ated with the life of Herbert Hoover. The
park contains three areas that together
memorialize his life and contributions. The
BIRTHPLACE COTTAGE and associated
historic structures recall the late 19th cen-
tury midwestern neighborhood from which

The Friends Meetinghouse was com-
pleted in 1857. The Friends, or Quakers,
who met in this building held unprogram-
med services of silent meditation. There
was no special preparation or message for
worship, and anyone who felt they had an
insight or a spiritual message could share
this with the rest of the congregation.
During his years in West Branch, Herbert
Hoover worshipped here with his family.
Hulda Hoover often spoke before this
meeting. The building has been moved
about two blocks from its original site.

The Friends who settled West Branch built
this one-story frame Schoolhouse in 1853
at a cost of $800. For several years it was
used by the Friends as a meetinghouse
until the Friends completed their own
place of worship. The school originally
stood on a one-acre lot on the southwest
corner of Downey and Main Streets. It has
been moved several times and was finally
placed here in 1971.

An lowa Farm Community

This small 14-by-20 foot
cottage was built by
Jesse Hoover and his
father Eli in 1871. It still
stands on the original
site.

The bedroom contains
a rope bed with a
feather tick. At night a
trundle bed was pulled
out for the children.

Hoover came. The LIBRARY-MUSEUM
represents his years as a public servant. A
short walk or drive near an area of re-
stored native prairie grass — farmland
in Hoover's youth—will take you to the
GRAVESITE, where he and Mrs. Hoover
are buried.

The Presidential Library-Museum houses
the large collection of papers accumulated
by Hoover during his many years of public
service. It also holds a collection of books
and objects associated with his long, dis-
tinguished career. Many items are on
display in exhibit areas. A 180-seat audi-
torium occupies one wing of the building.
The Library-Museum was built by the
Herbert Hoover Birthplace Foundation
and presented to the Nation on August
10,1962.

After more than 50 years of public service
Herbert Hoover died on October 20, 1964.
Five days later he was buried on this hill-
side Gravesite overlooking his birthplace
in West Branch. A few days later the body
of Mrs. Lou Hoover (who died in New York
in 1944) was reinterred here. Landscaping
provides a circular setting for the flat
white marble gravestones.

Hoover's
West Branch

In cold weather the
living room also served
as a kitchen, with the
stove used for heating
and cooking. In warm
weather the stove was
moved to the summer
kitchen on the back
porch

As you approach Herbert
Hoover National Historic
Site you see the town of
West Branch from the
same viewpoint as the
photographer who took
the picture of Downey
Street in 1880. Many
changes have occurred in
the intervening century,
but when you leave the
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visitor center you enter a
setting that recreates the
late 19th-century farm
community into which
Hoover was born in
August 1874.

At the time of Hoover's
birth, West Branch was a
growing community of
about 350 persons. By

1880 more than 500 peo-
ple lived here. It was a
town dependent on farm-
ing for its livelihood. Even
those who did not farm
supported farming, like
Herbert's father who oper-
ated a blacksmith shop
and later a farm implement
store. The town had
schools, churches, hotels,
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grocery stores and meat
markets, a harness shop,
a funeral parlor, and even
a book store.

Today the buildings of the
site help recall that his-
toric setting. The birth-
place cottage, the black-
smith shop, the Friends

Meetinghouse, and the

school—all open to the
public—and historical res-
idences that are closed,
are typical of those found
in a midwestern farm
community of the1870s
and 1880s.

From the overlook on the
walkway to the Gravesite
can be seen the Isaac

Miles Farm and a restored
native prairie of the type
encountered by the pio-
neers who settled here.
In Hoover's youth this
land was all farmed.

Just north of the site is
the West Branch Com-
mercial District, a national
historic district since
1987.

These 14 structures, in-
cluded on the National
Register of Historic
Places, collectively repre-
sent the "Golden Era of
American Agriculture," a
period of economic pros-
perity for farmers and
farming communities
throughout the Midwest.
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Official Map and Guide

Hulda Minthorn
Hoover, the mother of
the future President,
was born May 4, 1848,
in Norwich Township,
Canada. In 1859 she
moved with her parents
to West Branch. She
taught school before
her marriage to Jesse
Hoover on March 12,
1870.

Service And Ideals

No man has been more honored upon
assuming the Presidency, and few have
been more reviled upon leaving office than
Herbert Hoover. Now, more than half a cen-
tury later, historians are re-examining this
complex and misunderstood man.

Hoover grew up in an age that believed
in the ideal of rugged individualism and
the self-made man. His career exemplified
that ideal: raised in the Quaker tradition
of humanity and generosity, and orphaned
while young, his expertise as a mining engi-

Jesse Hoover was born
September 2, 18486, in
Stillwater, Ohio. Eight
years later his family
migrated to West

Herbert was the sec-
ond. This photograph,
taken in 1881, shows
Mary —the youngest —

Herbert, and Theodore.

Branch. He became a
successful blacksmith
with his own shop, then
opened a farm machin-
ery business. Jesse
and Hulda Hoover had
three children, of whom

neer made him a millionaire by the age of
40. As President, the Great Depression
forced his ideals into conflict: individual-
ism demanded that local institutions pro-
vide relief for the needy, yet humani-
tarianism forced the Federal government
to help. Consequently, Hoover did more
than any previous President to relieve the
distress caused by economic collapse, pav-
ing the way for the anti-depression mea-
sures of the New Deal.
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Herbert Hoover National Historic Site is
located in West Branch, lowa. The visitor
center is on Parkside Drive and Main
Street, ¥%-mile north from Exit 254 off
Interstate 80. The park'’s historic buildings
are open daily except Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas and New Year's days.

The site is administered by the National
Park Service, U.S. Department of the In-
terior. Contact: Superintendent, Herbert
Hoover National Historic Site, Box 607,
West Branch, IA 52358.

The white building with
the steeple in this 1880
photograph is the
Methodist-Episcopal
Church. To this side of
the church, in the
circle, is the roof of
Jesse’s blacksmith
shop and the gable end
of the birthplace
cottage.

The Herbert Hoover Presidential Library-
Museum is administered by the National
Archives and Records Administration. The
Library-Museum is open daily except
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's
days. Museum hours vary depending on
the season.




