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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Piatt Nat ional Park and Arbuck le Recreat ion 
Area are adminis tered by the Nat ional Park 
Service, U.S. Depar tment of the Inter ior . A 
super in tendent , whose address is Box 2 0 1 . 
Sulphur , Okla. 73086, is in immediate charge 
of both areas. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE I N T E R I O R - t h e 
Nation's pr incipal natural resource agency— has 
a special obl igat ion to assure that our expend
able resources are conserved, that renewable 
resources are managed to produce opt imum 
benefi ts, and that all resources cont r ibu te to 
thep rog ressand prosper i ty of the Uni ted States, 
now and in the fu tu re . 

National Park Service 
U. S. Department of the Interior 

PLATT NATIONAL PARK 

An oasis of woodlands in the prairie, Piatt Na
tional Park is a refreshing miniature of a broad 
sweep of nature: wooded valleys, rolling hills, 
mineral- and fresh-water springs, and spark
ling streams. 

At the source of Traver t ine Creek in the east 
end of the park are Buffa lo and Ante lope Spr ings, 
the t w o large f resh-water spr ings in the park. 
Normal ly these spr ings have a combined f low of 
several mi l l ion gal lons of water a day; but dur ing 
pro longed dry per iods, they may stop f l ow ing . 
At such t ime. Traver t ine Creek wi l l also be dry. 

Of the many cold mineral-water spr ings in the 
park, most can be classif ied broadly as sulphur 
spr ings, and three as bromide spr ings. Pavil ion 
S p r i n g s , H i l l s i de S p r i n g , and B lack S u l p h u r 
Spr ing are in the centra l part of the park near 
themain entrance. Bromide Spr ing and Medic ine 
Spr ing are in the western part of the park, issuing 
f rom the base of Bromide Hill. Water f rom these 
two spr ings and sulphur water are dispensed at 
Bromide Pavi l ion. While the spring waters are 
for the use of all visitors, they should not be 
taken in quantity except on the advice of a phy
sician. The Nat ional Park Service faci l i tates the 
use of the spr ings only by pro tec t ing and main
t a i n i n g t h e m a c c o r d i n g t o t h e bes t poss ib l e 
standards; it makes no claim as to the medicinal 
value of the mineral waters . 

HOW TO SEE THE PARK 

Your f i rs t stop w i th in the park should be at the 
museum, wh ich contains exhibi ts on the history 
and natural h istory of the park. A park natural ist 
is on duty f rom 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily (to 5 p.m. 
in winter) to answer your quest ions and inter
pret the features of the area. 

The fo l low ing act ivi t ies are conduc ted in sum
mer to add to your knowledge and enjoyment 
of the park: 

Nature walk. Every morn ing a park natural ist 
leads a walk f rom the museum to the top of 
Bromide Hi l l , ident i fy ing plants, w i ld l i fe , and 
other objects of interest. 

Aquatic nature walk. A natural is t leads a wading 
t r ip each day up a short sect ion of Rock Creek, 
in terpre t ing the plant-and-animal commun i ty . 

Children's program. A nature p rogram for chil
dren is held every day. 

Campfire programs. Park natural is ts present 
i l lustrated talks about the park in the amphi
theater near the main entrance and in the camp-
f i re circles in Rock Creek and Cold Spr ing Camp
grounds. Weekly schedules, showing t ime and 
subjects, are posted at the museum. Bromide Pa
v i l ion, the ranger s ta t ion, and the campgrounds. 

The Travertine Nature Center, a new interpre
t ive fac i l i ty , is under cons t ruc t ion in the eastern 
end of the park. When comple ted, early in 1 969, 
it w i l l be the focal point of in terpret ive act iv i t ies 
for both the park and Arbuck le Recreat ion Area. 

CAMPING AND PICNICKING 

The three campgrounds contain a to ta l of 206 
equipped campsites. Camping is l imi ted to 30 
days a calendar year and 14 days in summer. 
Reservations cannot be made. 

Tables and f ireplaces for p icn ick ing have been 
placed th roughou t the park. 

Fires should be bui l t only in f i replaces. A lways 
ext inguish them w i t h water before leaving. Be 
sure that matches and cigaret tes are ent i re ly 
out before disposing of them. 

Firearms are proh ib i ted unless adequately 
sea led, cased, broken d o w n , or o therwise packed 
to prevent their use. 

Pets must be kept under physical con t ro l . In the 
interest of sani tat ion, they may not be taken 
into pavi l ions or near pools or spr ings. 

Park f ea tu res—wik l f l owers , t rees, animals, and 
rocks and minerals—are to be left in place and 
und is turbed, so that others may enjoy them. 

ARBUCKLE RECREATION AREA 

The Arbuck le Recreation Area is in the Arbuck le 
Mounta ins , about 8 miles southwest of Piatt 
Nat ional Park. The region consists of low, rol l
ing hills r is ing to 1,450 feet above sea level, 
some 500 to 700 feet above the sur round ing 
prair ies. Spr ings, c lear-running streams, rocky 
b luf fs , grassy r idges, and wooded hil lsides 
combine pleasantly to give th is place its dist inc
t ive character amid the nearly level plains that 
sur round the Arbuck le Upl i f t . 

In 1962, Congress author ized the Bureau of Rec
lamation to const ruc t the Arbuck le Dam. The 
Nat ional Park Service assumed responsibi l i ty 
in 1965 for administer ing recreat ional use of 
the land and water areas of the project , and, 
w i t h assistance f rom corpsmen of the Arbuck le 
Job Corps Center, is now developing recreat ional 
faci l i t ies in the reservoir area. 

Arbuck le Dam, at the conf luence of the Buck-
horn , Guy Sandy, and Rock Creeks, has a volume 
of 2,850,000 cubic yards of ear thf i l l mater ia l . 
Its crest height is 140 feet above the stream-
bed of Rock Creek, and its length is 1,890 feet. 
Normal , or conservat ion, pool level of the reser
voir is 872 feet above sea level, w i th an area of 
approximately 2,350 acres. Depth of the lake at 
the base of the dam is approx imate ly 90 feet. 

Al l land immediately sur round ing the lake is 
owned by the Federal Government and is re
served for use of the publ ic. Private lots or 
bui lding sites that have di rect access to the 
water are not available. 

RECREATIONAL ACTIVIT IES 

Boating. Boat- launching is permi t ted only at 
the three designated ramps. Operators of all 
boats must comply w i t h Federal and State laws 
perta in ing to regis t rat ion and operat ion. Per
manent moor ing sites are not available, but 
publ ic courtesy loading and unloading docks 
are near the boat ramps at The Point and Buck-
horn Rock areas. (See map.) 

Fishing. You may f ish t h roughou t the year at 
the recreat ion area. Channel cat f ish, large-
mouth bass, b luegi l l , sunf ish, and crappie are 
native to the lake. Nor thern pike are stocked 
but are closed to f ishing at the present t ime. 
An Oklahoma f ishing license is required and all 
applicable State f ishing laws are enforced. 

Camping. Temporary campsites w i th tables, 
f i replaces, and chemical to i lets are at Buck-
horn Rock and The Point areas. Dr ink ing water 
is available at these places. Trai ler and camper 
units are we lcome, but there are no hookups or 
special faci l i t ies for them. 

Camping on or f rom boats is l imi ted to 14 days. 

Bui ld f i res only in f i replaces at designated area. 
Be sure your campf i re is out before you leave 
it. Be careful w i th c igaret tes and matches. 

Picnicking faci l i t ies, wh ich include picnic tables, 
f i replaces, and chemical to i le ts , are at The Point, 
Buckhorn Rock, and Guy Sandy. Dr ink ing water 
is available only at Buckhorn and The Point. 

Swimming. There are no developed beaches, 
but a temporary bath ing area has been set aside 
at The Point. 

Water-skiing. As a safety measure, an operator 
and an observer are requi red in each boat pull
ing a skier. Water tha t is off l imits to skiers is 
posted by markers or s igns. 

Skindiving is pe rm i t ted , but a permi t , wh ich 
may be obta ined f r om any park ranger, is re
qu i red. 

Hunting and trapping are permi t ted in accord
ance w i th Federal and State laws except in des
ignated developed and concent ra ted publ ic-
use areas. A map showing sect ions open and 
closed to hunt ing and t rapp ing is available at 
park headquarters and f rom park rangers. 
Closed areas are also posted. 

Pets must be under physical con t ro l when in 
developed or concent ra ted public-use areas. 
They are not a l lowed at the sw imming area. 

Food and lodging, as wel l as camping , f i sh ing , 
boat ing, and other suppl ies, are available in 
nearby towns . 

C O M M O N SENSE A N D COURTESY AFLOAT 

• Do not over load your boat. 

• Know the "ru les of the road " and the mark ings 
of navigat ional aids. 

• Have small ch i ldren and nonswimmers wear 
a l i fe jacket at all t imes whi le in a boat. 

• Keep safety equipment w i th in easy reach and 
in good work ing order . 

• Be cour teous. You can be held legally respon
sible fo r damage caused by the wake of your 
boat. 

• Keep an eye on the weather . 

• Never swim f rom an unanchored boat. 

• Stop engines and smok ing whi le re fue l ing . 

• Wipe up spil led fue l and vent i late engine and 
fuel compar tments before s tar t ing motor . 

• Stay w i th the boat if it capsizes—do not t ry 
to swim for shore. 

Piatt 

Arbuck le Recreat ion Area 

Piatt Nat ional Park 




