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Does the Federal government ever sell
public land? The answer is yes. Lands
identified as excess to the public's and
government's needs or more suited to pri-
vate ownership are sometimes offered for
sale. This brochure can help explain the
procedures and where to go for details.

First, it's important to understand the
Federal governmerrt has two major cate-
gories of property which it makes avail-
able for sale: real property and public
lands.

Real Property is primarily developed
land with buildings, usually acquired by
the Federal Government for a speciflc
purpose, such as a military base or office
building.

Public Land is undeveloped land with no
improvements, usually part of the origi-
nal public domain established duringthe
western expansion of the United States.
Most of this land is in the 11 western
States and A1aska, although some scat-
tered parcels are in the East. This land is
the responsibility of the Department of
the Interior's Bqreau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM). \.

If it's public land you're interested in
read on. We can help you. If you're inter-
ested in real property, you should
contact the General Services Administra-
tion; it's responsible for selling developed,
surplus property. In addition, a few other
government agencies sometimes sell land.
Addresses of some of these agencies are
listed in the back of this brochure.

If you're still reading, we can assume



you're interested in the possibility of
buying public land from BLM. We
receive numerous questions about our
land sales and this brochrure is de-
signed to answer many of the questions
most commonly asked. Later on, we'll
also tell you where you can obtain more
detailed information.

g. \trhere are these publlc lands?

A. Almost all are in the western
States of Alaska, Artzotta, California,
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New
Mexico, Oregon, Utah and Wyoming.

There are also small amounts in
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Illinois,
Kansas, Louisiana, Michigan, Minne-
sota, Missouri, Mississippi, Nebraska,
North Dakota, South Dakota, Okla-
homa, Ohio,Washington and Wisconsin.

There are no public lands managed by
BLM in Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia,
Hawaii, Indiana, Iowa, Kentuclry,
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island, South Carolina, Tennessee,
Texas, Vermont, Virginia and West
Virginia.

9. Is any of thts land avallable free
through homesteading?

A. No. The Homestead Act was repealed
by Congress in 1976 in all States
except Alaska. There, Congress decided
to leave the law in force until 1986.

g. What lands are available?

,d Although homesteading is a thing of
the past, BLM does have lands suitable
for purchase by private citZens. These

are lands that have been identified as
unneeded by the Federal government or
as better utilized in private ownership.
By law, these lands are made available
for sale at no less than fair market
value.

Q. How are these lands selected for
sale?

A. The law states BLM can select lands
for sale if, through land use planning,
they are found to meet one of three
criteria: 1) they are scattered, isolated
tracts, difficult or uneconomic to man-
age; 2) they were acquired for a specific
purpose and are no longer needed for
that pu{pose; or 3) disposal of the land
will serve important public objectives,
such as communrty expansion and
economic development.

$. What do the lands look ltke?

A. Land types vary widely. Some may be
desert; some are rural. Some are small
parcels ofjust a few acres; some are
several hundred acres in size.

9. Is any land sultable for farmtng?

A. Any lands with agricultural potential
will be clearly identified in the sale
notice. However, most public lands have
little or no agricultural potential.

9. On the average, what would public
land cost per acre?

A. There is no "avera$e" cost. Each
parcel is evaluated separately through
established appraisal procedures, based
on the value of surrounding parcels.
Fair market value is determined for
each parcel. No parcel can be sold for
less than fair market value.



Q. How ls the land actually sold?

A. BLM has 3 options for selling land:
modified competitive bidding where
some preferences to adjoining landown-
ers are recognized, direct sale to
one party where circumstances warrant
and competitive bidding at public
auction. The sale method is determined
on a case-by-case basis, depending on
the circumstances of each particular
parcel or sale.

9. Are there any preferences for vet-
erans?

A. No laws currently exist allowing
BLM to give veterans any preference for
land purchases.

$. Where can I find out about land
that is going to be sold?

A. Your best source is to contact the
BLM office with jurisdiction over the
area you're interested in. BLM State
Offices and their jurisdictions are noted
in the back of this brochure. They can
send you sale information. Sale infor-
mation will also be published and
broadcast in local news media.

$. Where are land sales held?

A. They are held near the area to be
sold, either at the local BLM office or in
a suitable public location. Sales by BLM
are not held in Washington, D.C.

9. Are there any restrlctions on who
can bld on these parcels?

A. Federal law states BLM can sell
public land only to U.S. citizens or
corporations subject to Federal or State
laws.

$. Must I appear ln person to particl-
pate at the sale?

A. Your personal appearance is not
required, but it is always to your advan-
tage to examine the parcel and know
exactly what you are bidding on.

Sales can be conducted by oral bid,
sealed bid, or a combination of both.
However, even if only oral bidding is
allowed, you can be represented by an
agent.

Details on procedures for a particular
sale are specified in the sale notice
available from BLM. The notice will
specify type of sale, the percentage of
the full price that must be deposited
with each bid, and the time period
allowed for full payment. The highest
qualified bidder is eligible to buy the
land: the deposits of unsuccessful
bidders are returned.

$. How ls payment made? Is there
flnancing available?

..t. A certain minimum percentage of the
full price is required with each bid. If
you are the successful high bidder, the
balance must be paid in full to BLM
within a set period of time before a deed
or patent can be issued. Long term
Iinancing must be arranged through
private lenders.

$. Once the BLM lssues my deed, can
I do anything with the land I want?

,A. Yes, according to the terms of the
deed and subject to State or local
restrictions. The sale notice will clearly
specify any Federal reservations or
conditions of sale. These might include
reserving mineral rights to the Federal
government, or allowing some currently



authorized uses, such as grazing to
continue for a certain period of time, or
reserving rights-of-way or easements
for powerlines, pipelines, etc.

You are advised to review these condi-
tions carefully so you fully understand
what your deed does and does not
include.

$. What about local taxes, zoning,
etc.?

A. Once you receive title, the land is
subject to all applicable State and local
taxes, zoning ordinances, etc.

9. Are water, power and sewer sentice
available on all parcels?

,d You should check with the city or
county involved to see if such senrices
are available.

$. Are there roads or easements that
guarantee I can get to the property?

A. The sale notice will explain legal
access to the property or any access
restrictions. You are advised to check
out the parcel before you buy, including
finding out if available access meets
your needs.

g I'd like to flnd out what parcels
BLM currently has ltsted for sale.
\trhere can I obtaln that lnformatlon?

A- The BLM State Offices listed on the
following pages are your best source.
They can tell you what sales are cur-
rently scheduled and what prospects
are coming up. You can write, call or
visit them periodically for latest details.

If a sale is currently scheduled, infor-
mation can be requested from BLM
describing the property, method of sale,
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bidding procedures, a general map,
special conditions of sale and other
facts.

More detailed information such as land
reports, environmental assessments,
etc. are also available upon request for
a small copy fee.

U.S.DEPARTMENT OF AGRICITLTI]RE,
FOREST SER\rTCE

New legislative authority will be neces-
sary to allow the sale of national forest
system lands. If Congress authorizes
the sale of national forest system lands,
details can be obtained from the Forest
Service, P.O. Box 2417, Washington,
D.C. 20013.

TAX DELTNgITENCY SALES

Some local govemments sell private
land on which taxes have been delin-
quent to satis$r the tax debt. The Fed-
eral government has no involvement in
these sales. The best source for infor-
mation is the local county tax assessor
in the area involved.

STATE LAI\ID PROGRAIVIS

State governments sometimes sell state
owned land. Information on these types
of sales can be obtained through the
State Lands Office in the State capital.

l
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U.S.DEPARTMENT Otr. THE INTERIOR
BIIREAU OF. LAI\ID ITIAIIIAGEMENT

STATE OFFICES

AI,ASI(A:
7Ol C. Street,
P.O. Box 13
Anchorage, AK 99513
(9O7) 27L-5555

ARIZONA:
37A7 North 7th Street
Phoenix, AZ 850ll
(602) 24L-5547

CALIFORNIA:
28OO Cottage Way
Sacramento, CA 95825
(916) 978-4754

COLORADO:
2850 Youngfield Street
Lakewood, CO 8O215
(3O3) 236-L752

STHTES EAST OF THE MISSISSPPI
RWER, PLUS IOWA, MINNESOTA,
MISSOURI, ARKANSAS and LOUISI-
AITIA:
Eastern States OIIice
35O South Pickett Street
Alexandria, VA 22304
(7O3) 461- 1425

IDAHO:
3380 Americana Terace
Boise, ID 83706
{202) 3s4- L4t4

STATE OFFICES CONTINI.]ED

MONTANA, NORTH DAKOTA, SOLNH
DAKOTA:
222 N. 32nd Street
P.O. Box 3680O
Billings, MT 591O7
(406) 255-29t3

NEVADA:
3OO Booth Street
P.O. Box 12OOO

Reno, NV 89520
(7O2) 328-6300

NEW MEXICO, OKLAHOMA and
TEXAS;
South Federal Place
P.O. Box 1449
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(5O5) 988-6316

OREGON, WASHINGTON:
825 NE Multnomah Street
P.O. Box 2965
Portland, OR 97208
(5O3) 231-6281

UTAH:
324 South State
Salt Lake City, UT 841 1 I
(801) 539-41OO

WYOMING, NEBRASKA:
2515 Warren Avenue
P.O. Box 1828
Cheyenne, WY 82OOl
(3O7) 772-2334



OTHER LAI\ID DISPOSAIS BY
FEDERAL AGENCIES
GEDIERAL SER\rICES

ADMINISTRATION

REGION 1

CONNECTICUT, MAINE,
MASSACHUSETTS, NEW FIAMPSHIRE,
RHODE ISI/,ND, VERMONT, NEW
YORK, NEW JERSEY, ILLINOIS, INDI-
ANA, MICHIGAN, MINNESOTA, OHIO,
WISCOI{SIN, PUERTO RICO, VIRGIN IS-
I.ANDS

1O Causeway Street, Room 1075
Boston, MAO2222

(6tz) 565-57OO
REGIOI\T 4

DEIA\A/ARE, DISTzuCT OF COLUMBIA,
MARYLAND, PENNSYLVANIA, VIR-
GINIA, WEST VIRGINIA, AI.ABAMA,
FLOzuDA, GEORGIA, KENTUCI{Y,
MISSISSIPPI, NORTH CAROLINA,
SOI-NH CAROLINA, TENNESSEE

75 Spring Streen N.W.
Atlanta, GA 3O3O3

(4O4) 331-5133

REGION 7

COLORADO, MONTANA, NORTH DA-
KOTA, SOLNH DAKOTA, IJTAH, WYO-
MING, IOWA, KANSAS, MISSOURI,
NEBRASKA, ARKANSAS, LOUISIANA,
NEW MEXICO, OKI,AHOMA, TEXAS

819 Taylor Street
Fort Worth, TX 76LO2

(8 t z) 334-233 1

OTHER LAIIID DISPOSAIS CONT.

REGION 9

ARIZONA, CALIFORNIA, FIA'WAII,
NEVADA, AMERICAN SAMOA, GUAM,
THE TRUST TERzuTORY OF THE
PACIFIC ISIANDS, AI-ASKA, IDAHO,
OREGON, \MASHINGTON

525 Market Street
San Francisco, CA 941O5

(415) 974-9086
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IJ.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Washington, D.C. 2o.244

If.S. Department of the Interior. ,{s
the N ation's princip al consertt ation
agencg, the Department oJ the Inte'
rior has resp onsibilitg Jor most oJ
our nationallg owned Public lands
and naturol resources. This includes
Jostering the ruisest use oJ our land
and water resources, protecting our
fish and wildliJe, Presen)ing th.e
enuironmental o;nd cultural ualues oJ
our national parks and historical
places, o;nd prouiding for the enjog-
ment oJ hIe tlr.rough outdoor recrea-
tion. T he Department assesses our
energg and mineral resources and
works to assure tlr.at their deuelop-
ment is in the best interests oJ all
our people. The Department also hos
a major responsibilitg Jor American
Indian resen)ation communities and
Jor people usho liue in Island Territo'
ries under U.S. administration,

This publication is distributed cs o,
prtblic serttice bg the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior,s Bureolu of Land
M anag ement. Sp ecific i4formation
on the subject is auail able Jrom o;ng
Bureau aJ Land Management otfice.
Your inquiries, commeftts, oiftdsug-
gestiott s are utelcome.
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